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PREFACE. 


THANKS  to  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  u,ootll\'  niiml)cr  of  representative 
citizens  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  residents  ol  rittslnn-t;'  and  vicinity,  who 
have  taken  an  interest  in  onr  work  in  this  locality,  the  pi-esent  vokniie  of  contempo- 
rary local  bio<2;raphy  —  the  I  wenty-foiirlh  in  our  .Atlantic  States  Series  of  IJiocKAniicAi. 
l\i''.\'iiavs  —  has  been  brought  to  conipk'tion,  p'ollowini;-  the  lines  indicated  in  our 
prospectus,  we  have  sought  out,  in  cilw  town,  and  vilhige,  men  and  women  who, 
making  good  use  of  their  abilities  and  opportunities,  engaging  in  the  different  pi'ofes- 
sions,  in  the  industi-ial  arts  and  in  track',  have  wrought  well  al  Ihe  hirge  ol  life  — 
])ersons  of  character  and  inlluence,  who  have  conlribuled  1)\'  tlu'ii-  enlerpi-ise  and 
thrift,  by  their  zeal  in  educational,  religious,  and  political  mattei's,  to  the  weUare 
and  advancement  of  the  commindlii'S  in  which  they  hve.  Such  persons  have  earned 
the  right  to  be  remembered.     Theii-  e\am|jle  is  a  legacy  to  jjosterity. 

The  writing  and  pivservation  of  family  records,  a  duty  too  often  neglected  by 
former  generations,  is  especiallv  incund)i'nt  on  the  present.  Recognizing  the  growing 
interest  in  genealogical  studies  and  theii'  im|)ortance  in  many  ways,  we  have  gladly 
given  space  to  numerous  names  and  dates  marking  lines  ol  descent  from  remote 
ancestors  in  the  shadowy  past,  and  showing  close  kinship  between  people  of  the  Old 
World  and  of  the  New  —  "the  meeting-])laee  of  races,"  home  of  Ihe  free. 
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WILLIAM     BLAKELEY. 


BIOSRAPHIGAL 


^ENERAL  WILLIAM  BLAKE- 
LEY,  attorney-at-law,  a  resi- 
dent of  Pittsburg,  was  born  at 
Brown's  Mills,  Cranberry  town- 
ship, Butler  County,  Pa., 
March  lo,  1833,  son  of  Lewis 
and  Jane  (McAllister)  Blake- 
ley.  (The  genealogy  of  the 
Blakeley  family  is  given  in  the 
sketch  of  his  brother,  Colonel  Archibald 
Blakeley,  found   elsewhere   in   this   work.) 

William  Blakeley  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  later  studied 
at  Witherspoon  Institute  of  Butler  County, 
Pennsylvania,  under  the  able  administration 
of  the  Rev.  Loyal  Young,  D.  D.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  he  entered  the 
law  office  of  his  brother  Archibald,  who 
was  then  practising  in  Butler  County.  In 
1856  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  in 
September  of  that  year  opened  an  office  in 
Kittanning,  Armstrong  County.  Two  years 
later  he  was  elected  District  Attorney  in  that 
county,  and  served  the  full  term,  winning 
high  praise  for  his  talents  and  integrity.  In 
that  year  also,  upon  recommendation  of  the 
Hon.  Galusha  A.  Grow,  now  Congressman-at- 
large  from  Pennsylvania,  he  was  appointed  by 
the  Republican  County  Convention  as  one  of 
the  campaign  orators  for  the  Fremont  cam- 
paign. He  made  campaign  speeches  through 
Westmoreland,  Indiana,  Jefferson,  Clarion, 
and   Venango   Counties,  in    company  with   the 


Hon.  John  Cavode,  M.  C,  the  Hon.  Edgar 
Cowan,  afterward  United  States  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  the  Hon.  Darwin  Phelps,  after- 
ward member  of  Congress,  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Grow.  Of  these  five  gentlemen  only  Mr. 
Grow  and  General  Blakeley,  respectively  the 
eldest  and  the  youngest,  are  now  living. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Judge 
Dudley  induced  District  Attorney  Blakeley  to 
go  to  Brady's  Bend,  and  make  a  "war  speech," 
thinking  that  it  would  be  the  means  of  secur- 
ing a  large  number  of  recruits.  In  introduc- 
ing him  as  the  speaker.  Judge  Dudley  said 
that,  while  he  was  a  young  and  able-bodied 
man,  he  was  District  Attojney,  and  could 
not  be  spared  under  any  circumstances  to  leave 
the  court  and  go  to  the  front,  and  furthermore 
that  the  Blakeley  family  had  already  supplied 
its  quota  of  soldiers,  as  the  District  Attorney 
had  at  the  time  four  brothers  in  the  army. 
Mr.  Blakeley  began  his  speech;  and  just  at 
the  climax  a  big  Irish  puddler  jumped  up  and 
said,  "Why  the  devil  don't  yer  go  yerself?" 
The  immediate  response  was,  "You  put  your 
name  on  the  list,  and  I  will  follow."  The 
puddler  replied,  "Be  jabbers,  I'm  yer  mon," 
and,  coming  forward,  signed  the  muster-roll, 
and  was  sworn  in,  Mr.  Blakeley  immediately 
following  him,  amid  the  cheers  of  the  audi- 
ence. The  company  was  filled  as  fast  as  the 
boys  could  sign  their  names,  and  there  was  a 
surplus  on  the  roll.  Blakeley  went  into  Camp 
Orr,  Kittanning,  put   on  soldier  clothes,  slept 
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on  the  soft  side  of  a  plank,  and  ate  his  hard 
tack  with  the  other  boys.  He  remained  here 
about  a  week,  when  he  received  authority  from 
the  War  Department  to  recruit  a  company  of 
cavalry.  Immediately  he  converted  his  law 
office  into  a  recruiting  station,  and  in  less 
than  a  week's  time  had  recruited  a  full  com- 
pany of  one  hundred  men  for  the  cavalry  ser- 
vice. He  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  was  ordered  to  hold  that  company  and  to 
recruit  another,  In  a  few  weeks  four  com- 
panies were  enlisted,  and  the  order  was  re- 
ceived to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
Camp  Howe,  Pittsburg.  The  battalion  was 
put  into  what  was  known  as  the  Fourteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel  James  M. 
Schoonmaker,  with  Blakeley  as  Lieutenant 
Colonel.  In  1S64  he  was  made  Colonel,  and 
afterward  Brigadier-general  on  recommenda- 
.tion  of  General  Sheridan,  for  gallant  and 
meritorious  services  in  the  field.  General 
Blakeley's  battalion  was  the  first  at  the  battle 
of  Antietam ;  and  after  that  battle  the  regi- 
ment was  sent  to  Harper's  Ferry  under  Gen- 
eral Kelley,  and  performed  picket  and  scout- 
ing duty  until  the  following  spring.  They 
were  then  placed  under  General  Averell's 
brigade,  which  later  became  the  Second  Cav- 
alry Division,  and  was  sent  to  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  and  Western  Virginia.  They  after- 
ward served  under  Siegel  Hunter,  and  finally 
under  Sheridan,  until  the  close  of  the  war  at 
Appomattox. 

At  the  battle  of  White  Post  General  Blake- 
ley was  thrown  from  his  horse  during  a  charge, 
and  all  but  trampled  to  death.  His  jaw  bone 
was  broken  in  two  places;  and  he  was  placed 
in  a  wagon,  and  drawn  by  his  men  thirty  miles 
to  the  nearest  hospital.  Here  the  Doctor  at 
first  refused  to  dress  his  wounds,  thinking  he 
must  surely  die.  He  was  next  wounded  in  his 
foot  at   the  battle  of   Hedgesville,  which  fol- 


lowed  Gettysburg.  One  of  his  most  thrilling 
experiences  was  while  commanding  the  regi- 
ment in  what  was  known  as  Averell's  Salem 
Raid.  The  Confederate  General  Hood  had 
General  Burnside  shut  in  at  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
with  between  forty  and  fifty  thousand  men ; 
and,  as  it  was  impossible  for  the  govern- 
ment to  send  them  supplies,  they  were  starv- 
ing. The  Confederate  supplies  were  stored 
at  Salem  on  the  Roanoke  River,  not  far 
from  Lynchburg.  Averell  left  New  Creek, 
W.  Va.,  in  the  latter  part  of  November,  1864, 
with  about  two  thousand  picked  men.  Al- 
lowed four  hours  out  of  the  twenty -four  for 
rest,  eating,  and  sleeping,  they  reached 
Salem,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  a  large 
quantity  of  stores,  and  burned  goods  and 
rebel  army  stores  estimated  to  be  worth  eight 
or  ten  millions  of  dollars.  General  Hood 
was  obliged  to  go  South,  as  he  could  get 
nothing  to  supply  his  army;  and  General 
Burnside  was  relieved  from  the  siege.  The 
War  Department  did  not  expect  that  General 
Averell  would  ever  return,  but  it  was  thought 
better  to  lose  two  thousand  men  than  forty 
thousand.  In  the  retreat  the  united  com- 
mands of  Fitz  Hugh  Lee,  Imboden,  Early, 
Jackson,  and  Rosser,  were  sent  in  pursuit  of 
Averell;  but  he  was  successful  in  getting  back 
inside  the  Union  lines.  His  men  were  starved 
and  frozen,  and  the  entire  command  was  in  a 
deplorable  condition.  The  men  were  all  al- 
lowed two  new  suits  of  clothing  and  a  furlough 
of  thirty  days,  something  that  has  never  been 
done  before  or  since  in  the  army.  They 
forded  rivers  in  the  dead  of  winter,  and  any 
number  of  men  lay  down  and  died  from  cold 
and  exposure.  At  Jackson's  River,  General 
Blakeley's  regiment  was  in  the  rear,  protect- 
ing the  train.  General  Averell  was  required 
to  burn  the  bridges  over  the  Jackson  River 
at    Island    Ford    and    Covington    in    order    to 
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save  himself.  General  Blakeley  with  his 
command  and  the  wagon  train  was  on  the 
other  side.  Finding  the  river  impassable, 
he  destroyed  the  entire  train.  General  Jack- 
son demanded  his  immediate  and  uncondi- 
tional surrender,  which  was  promptly  refused, 
and  was  directly  followed  by  a  charge  by  Gen- 
eral Blakeley,  driving  Jackson's  command 
over  three  miles,  capturing  three  pieces  of 
artillery  and  many  prisoners.  General  Blake- 
ley finally  succeeded  in  finding  a  ford,  which 
was  reached  only  by  a  very  narrow  path.  He 
then  passed  through  Covington,  fording  the 
river  at  that  point,  though  the  rebels  were 
posted  on  either  side  ready  to  attack.  Averell 
took  his  command  over  the  mountain,  where 
it  was  believed  impossible  for  troops  to  go; 
and  his  artillery  was  taken  up  by  means  of 
ropes.  He  succeeded  in  reaching  Greenbrier 
River  before  the  place  of  crossing  was  reached 
by  General  Lee,  who  had  a  straight  road. 

General  Blakeley  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  June  6,  1865,  when  he  resigned  his 
command.  After  two  years  spent  in  Frank- 
lin, Venango  County,  Pa.,  in  the  spring  of 
1868  he  came  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  civil  and 
criminal  cases.  A  Republican  in  politics, 
General  Blakeley  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
every  campaign  from  that  of  General  Scott  in 
1852  to  the  defeat  of  General  Harrison  in 
1892.  He  has  been  delegate  to  all  of  the 
party  conventions,  and  has  a  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  all  the  leading  politicians. 
He  is  a  member  of  Union  Veteran  Legion, 
Encampment  No.  6 ;  and  Abe  Patterson  Post, 
No.  88,  G.  A.  R. ,  of  which  he  was  Com- 
mander for  three  years,  and  is  now  the  oldest 
living  Past  Commander  of  the  post. 

On  May  27,  1856,  General  Blakeley  mar- 
ried Miss  Esther  Brown,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Brown,    of    Butler    County.     Three    children 


were  born  of  this  union;  namely,  Mary  Z. , 
Jean,  and  Ada.  Mary  Z.  is  now  the  widow 
of  Captain  Charles  C.  Holliday,  of  North 
Springfield,  Pa. ;  Jean  is  the  wife  of  Charles  A. 
Abrams,  of  Butler,  Pa.  ;  and  Ada  (deceased) 
was  the  wife  ot  Alfred  J.  Whitaker.  Both 
General  and  Mrs.  Blakeley  are  members  of 
the  Second  Presbyterian  Church. 


OHN  EMERSON  ASH,  a  wholesale 
dealer  in  produce  at  Pittsburg,  was 
born  July  10,  1851,  at  Greenfield, 
Mercer  County,  son  of  the  late  Joseph  Ash. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  who  emigrated  from 
Germany  to  this  country  when  a  young  man, 
located  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  where  he  was  for 
many  years  engaged  in  the  tailoring  business. 
Joseph  Ash,  who  was  born,  bred,  and  edu- 
cated in  Lancaster,  also  learned  there  the 
tailor's  trade  of  his  father.  Settling  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  at  Greenfield,  he  met  with 
prosperity.  In  the  early  part  of  the  Civil 
War  he  took  large  contracts  for  the  manufact- 
ure of  uniforms  for  the  army,  thus  giving  em- 
ployment to  many  hands.  He  died  April  14, 
1865,  at  a  comparatively  earl)'  age.  In  his 
political  views  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  he  was 
also  a  strong  Unionist.  To  him  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Julia  A.  McBurney, 
five  children  were  born;  namely,  John  Emer- 
son, James  H.,  Melvin  D.,  Eva,  and  Mary. 
Mary  became  the  wife  of  James  Anderson,  of 
Mercer  County.  Both  parents  were  members 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
the  father  was  an  especially  active  worker. 
The  mother  passed  away  February  23,  1896. 

John  Emerson  Ash  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  being  partly 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  he  worked  for 
a    while    in    a    coal    bank.      He   subsequently 
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made  two  trips  to  New  Jersey,  driving  sheep 
across  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  return- 
ing by  way  of  the  old  Portage  Railroad 
and  the  Pennsylvania  Canal.  Afterward  he 
worked  at  various  employments  until  eighteen 
years  of  age.  Then  he  went  into  a  black- 
smith's shop,  where  he  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  three  years.  In  the  following  year 
he  was  in  the  grocery  business  in  Greenfield, 
and  in  the  drug  business  at  Sharon,  Pa.,  for 
the  ensuing  two  years.  Coming  to  Pittsburg 
in  1875,  he  worked  for  Byers,  McCuUough 
&  Co.,  iron  manufacturers,  continuing  in  the 
same  establishm(?nt,  after  the  firm  name  was 
changed  to  A.  M.  Byers  &  Co.,  until  1888. 
In  that  year  the  firm  of  L.  H.  Voigt  &  Co., 
consisting  of  L.  H.  Voigt,  William  Baldwin, 
and  Mr.  Ash,  was  organized,  and  started  in 
the  wholesale  produce  business.  On  the 
death  of  the  senior  partner  in  1S95,  the  two 
remaining  members  of  the  firm  purchased  the 
interest  of  their  former  associate,  and  have 
since  conducted  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
business.  Their  imports  are  received  from 
all  the  leading  foreign  markets,  and  their 
goods  are  shipped  principally  to  points  in 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  West  Virginia,  where 
they  are  in  great  demand. 

Mr.  Ash  married  May  15,  18S1,  Miss  Mary 
Effie,  daughter  of  the  late  Louis  H.  Voigt, 
of  Pittsburg.  Of  the  four  children  born  to 
them  three  are  now  living — ^  Marie,  Charles 
Emerson,  and  Elizabeth  Voigt.  Mr.  Ash 
has  always  been  identified  with  the  Republi- 
can party,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  county 
and  State  conventions.  In  May,  1896,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Select  Council 
from  the  Twenty-first  Ward,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Parks  and  Bridges.  He 
is  a  Director  of  the  Iron  City  National  Bank. 
Prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  he  belongs  to 
Dallas     Lodge,    No.     508,    of    Pittsburg;    to 


Zerubbabel  Chapter,  Ascalon  Commandery, 
Pennsylvania  Consistory;  and  to  Syria  Tem- 
ple of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Triumph  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  this 
city.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Ash  are  members  of 
the  Grace  Reformed  Church,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  Deacon  for  eight  or  nine  years,  and  is 
one  of  its  most  active  and  interested  workers. 


IDNEY  B.  LIGGETT  is  one  of 
the  prominent  railroad  men  of  Pitts- 
burg" connected  with  the  traffic  west 
of  this  city.  Born  in  Pittsburg,  May  10, 
1849,  son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Hutton) 
Liggett,  he  is  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  and 
connected  with  some  of  the  oldest  and  best 
families  of  Pennsylvania.  His  great-grand- 
father, Robert  Liggett,  born  in  the  County 
Antrim,  Ireland,  in  1743,  came  in  1771  to 
this  country  with  his  brothers,  John  and 
James.  All  three  settled  in  Brandywine, 
West  Nantmeal  township,  Chester  County,  Pa. 
When  this  part  of  the  country  was  disturbed 
by  the  Revolutionary  War,  John  and  James 
took  up  arms  and  joined  Washington's  forces. 
James  was  subsequently  captured  by  the  Brit- 
ish, and  confined  in  one  of  the  old  hulks  used 
for  their  prisoners  of  war.  Robert  Liggett 
moved  from  Chester  to  Washington  County  in 
1 78 1.  He  owned  and  managed  a  farm  near 
the  "Row-galley  Tavern,"  so  called  collo- 
quially from  the  sign  —  a  galley  manned  by 
rowers.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  1806.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Isabella 
Darragh,  was  a  sister  of  John  Darragh,  the 
second  Mayor  of  Pittsburg.  She  was  born  in 
the  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  in  1759.  The 
Darraghs  were  originally  Scotch  Covenanters. 
Some  of  them  fought  in  the  siege  of  Derry, 
and  some  were  in  Cromwell's  army. 

John   Liggett,  Sr. ,  the  grandfather  of   Sid- 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


13 


ney  B.,  was  born  in  Brandywine  Manor, 
Chester  County,  in  1780.  He  was  interested 
in  a  tannery  at  Pittsburg  for  a  number  of 
years,  was  burned  out  two  or  three  times  in 
business,  and  finally  became  connected  with 
Leech  &  Co.,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  at 
Sharpsburg.  A  well-to-do  and  prominent  cit- 
izen, he  was  a  Whig  in  politics  and  very  ac- 
tive in  local  affairs.  He  married  Rosanna 
Sharp,  sister  of  James  Sharp,  one  of  the  early 
and  prominent  settlers  of  the  county,  and  after 
whom  the  town  of  Sharpsburg  was  named. 
John  and  Rosanna  (Sharp)  Liggett  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Isabella,  who  married  Robert 
Knox;  Eliza,  who  married  the  latter's  cousin 
and  namesake;  Jane,  the  wife  of  Merrick 
Munson ;  John,  the  father  of  Sidney  B. ; 
Daniel;  and  James  Sharp  Liggett.  John 
Liggett  was  born  in  Pittsburg,  and  received  a 
practical  common-school  education  in  this 
city.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  in  the 
chair-manufacturing  business,  under  the  name 
of  Childs  &  Liggett,  a  prominent  firm  in  the 
early  days  of  this  city.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Whig.  He  died  in  October,  1854.  His 
wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of  William  Hutton, 
of  Pittsburg,  reared  three  children:  Martha 
Fisk,  the  wife  of  Benjamin  McLain,  of  Pitts- 
burg; Sidney  B. ,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  Isabella  Knox,  unmarried,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-eight.  Both  parents  were 
members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
this  city. 

Sidney  B.  Liggett  acquired  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Pittsburg  and  at  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania.  His 
first  position  was  a  clerkship  in  the  office  of 
Hailman,  Rahm  &  Co.,  iron  manufacturers, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  they  dissolved 
partnership  four  years  after.  The  youngest 
clerk  on  their  pay-roll  when   he  entered   their 


employ,  he  was  the  shipping  clerk  before  he 
left  it.  He  then  obtained  a  position  as  clerk 
in  the  auditor's  office  of  the  Fort  Wayne 
Railroad,  where  he  acquired  valuable  practi- 
cal experience  auditing  railroad  accounts.  In 
1879  he  was  made  assistant  secretary  in  the 
executive  department,  and  in  1881  he  was 
promoted  to  the  office  of  secretary,  his  pres- 
ent position.  He  has  a  varied  amount  of  busi- 
ness to  attend  to,  and  the  efficiency  with 
which  he  meets  his  responsibilities  proves 
him  a  man  of  unusual  ability. 

Mr.  Liggett  was  married  November  15, 
1870,  to  Emma  Catherine  Stevenson,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Stevenson,  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  John  Stevenson  &  Co.,  one  of  the 
oldest  jewelry  firms  of  Pittsburg.  The  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Liggett  were:  Dudley 
Stevenson,  Sidney  Sharp,  Laura  Catherine, 
John  Darragh,  and  Clara  Louise.  The  last- 
named  died  in  her  fifth  year.  Mr.  Liggett  is 
independent  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  and  also  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Revolution,  through  the  Sharp 
family.  He  was  a  Vestryman,  and  for  four 
years  the  treasurer,  of  St.  Stephen's  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Sewickley.  Mrs.  Liggett  is 
also  a  member  of  the  church. 


/^C^TeORGE  L.  HOLIDAY,  President  of 
\  1^  I  the  Common  Council  of  Pittsburg 
and  a  representative  of  the  American 
Book  Company  of  this  city,  is  a  Canadian  by 
birth,  having  been  born  May  19,  1845,  in 
Perth,  Ontario  County.  He  comes  of  thrifty 
Scotch  ancestors.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Holiday,  was  sent  by  the  English  gov- 
ernment to  Canada  as  a  teacher  for  the  pioneer 
schools  in  the  district  at  that  time  being 
opened  up  by  the  mother  country,  and  there 
he  reared  his  children.      Francis  Holiday,  the 
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father  of  George  L. ,  was  born  in  Great 
Britain,  probably  in  Glasgow,  Scotland. 
Going  to  Canada  with  his  parents  when  a 
young  lad,  he  received  his  education  from 
his  father  in  Perth.  There  subsequently  he 
also  learned  the  trade  of  harness-maker, 
which  he  afterward  worked  at  for  some  years. 
In  1857  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Logan 
County,  Ohio,  and,  buying  a  tract  of  land, 
was  thereafter  engaged  in  general  farming 
until  his  death  in  May,  1896.  He  married 
Mrs.  Margaret  McEwan  Hamilton,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  McEwan,  of  Carleton,  Ont.,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  nine  children. 

George  L.  Holiday  had  acquired  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  in  his  native  town, 
when,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  their  new  home  in  Ohio. 
He  had  to  assist  his  father  in  clearing  the 
land,  which  was  then  wild,  and  in  the  other 
labors  incident  to  pioneer  life,  his  further 
schooling  being  confined  to  a  few  months  in 
the  winter  season.  After  he  was  eighteen 
years  old  he  attended  the  academy  at  North- 
wood,  two  miles  distant,  for  several  winters, 
and  he  completed  his  education  at  the  Normal 
School  in  Lebanon,  Ohio,  being  graduated 
from  the  classical  department  in  1S66.  Mr. 
Holiday  then  accepted  a  situation  with  Har- 
per Brothers,  being  stationed  in  Ohio  until 
1869,  when  he  came  to  Pittsburg  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  their  house,  continuing  with  them 
until  1880.  Then  severing  his  connection 
with  that  firm,  he  was  employed  by  Ivison, 
Blakeman  &  Co.  until  the  organization  of  the 
American  Book  Company,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  the  company's  active  representa- 
tive in  this  city.  P'irst  elected  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  to  the  City  Council  in  1873,  he 
has  since  retained  his  seat  in  that  body,  being 
its  President  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  with 
one  exception  its  present  oldest   member.      In 


the  capacity  of  a  member  of  the  Building 
Committee  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Carnegie  Library,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  Trustee  since  its  incorporation.  He 
is  also  the  superintendent  and  a  director  of 
the  Duquesne  Inclined  Plane  Company,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  original  promoters. 

On  September  7,  1870,  Mr.  Holiday  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  T.  Pringle,  daughter  of 
Dr.  George  W.  Pringle,  of  New  Concord, 
Ohio.  They  have  become  the  parents  of 
seven  children;  namely,  George  A.,  Harry 
C,  Grace  W. ,  Mary  E. ,  Edna  M.,  Samuel 
P.,  and  Francis  N.  Mr.  Holiday  was  made 
a  Mason  at  Dallas  Lodge,  No.  508,  of  Pitts- 
burg. Both  he  and  Mrs.  Holiday  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  of 
this  city. 

Ip^OBERT  PITCAIRN,  the  general 
\t\  agent  and  superintendent  of  the  Pitts- 
J-^  V,_ ^  burg  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  was  born  May  6,  1836,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Johnstone,  near  Paisley,  Scotland,  son 
of  John  and  Agnes  Pitcairn.  The  father,  who 
was  an  expert  mechanic,  emigrated  to  this 
country  with  his  wife  soon  after  their  mar- 
riage. They  returned  to  Scotland  some  time 
later,  but  subsequently,  in  1846,  came  again 
to  the  States,  and  took  up  their  residence  in 
Pittsburg,  feeling  convinced  that  their  chil- 
dren would  have  better  opportunities  of 
improving  their  circumstances  in  America. 
Both  parents  were  members  of  the  church  of 
the  New  Jerusalem.  In  politics  the  father 
supported  the  Republican  party.  At  their 
death  they  had  reached  a  good  old  age.  Their 
children  are:  Robert,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  John  Pitcairn,  of  Philadelphia;  Dr. 
Hugh  Pitcairn,  United  States  Consul  at  Ham- 
burg; Mrs.  Alexander  Pitcairn,  of  Pittsburg; 
and  Mrs.  M.  P.  Sharkey,  of  Philadelphia. 


ROBERT    PITCAIRN. 
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Robert  Pitcairn  received  his  earlier  edu- 
cation in  thie  public  schools  of  Scotland 
and  of  this  country.  It  was  necessarily 
meagre,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  family 
compelled  him  to  go  to  work  as  soon  as  he 
was  capable  of  earning  anything;  but  he  did 
not  suffer  from  the  disadvantage  long,  as  sub- 
sequently, by  private  study  and  attending 
night  school  whenever  the  opportunity  offered, 
he  qualified  himself  for  the  struggle  of  life  as 
thoroughly  as  the  majority  of  the  boys  of  his 
time.  He  earned  his  first  dollar  serving  in  a 
variety  store.  In  1848  or  1849  his  friend  An- 
drew Carnegie,  then  a  messenger  boy  in  the 
employ  of  the  Atlantic  &  Ohio  Telegraph 
Company  at  Pittsburg,  obtained  for  him  a  simi- 
lar position.  This  occupation  took  him  into 
association  with  a  number  of  bright,  hard- 
working, ambitious  boys  employed  in  the  same 
way,  all  of  whom  have  since  made  honorable 
records.  Among  them  he  soon  showed  him- 
self as  bright  and  ambitious  as  they  were. 
Referring  to  these  lads  and  to  Robert  Pit- 
cairn, James  D.  Reid,  the  pioneer  manager 
and  superintendent  of  telegraph  lines  in  this 
country,  in  his  interesting  book,  "The  Tele- 
graph," writes:  "In  Pittsburg  were  five  mes- 
senger boys  who  merit  special  record,  each  of 
whom  made  a  record  of  his  own;  .  .  .  but 
Robert  Pitcairn,  he  bore  his  character  in  his 
face,  gentle,  steady,  prompt,  true."  While 
discharging  his  duties  as  messenger,  Robert 
availed  himself  of  every  opportunity  to  ac- 
quire the  art  of  telegraph  operator.  His 
pluck  and  persistence  carried  him  to  success, 
and  he  was  one  of  the  first  persons  who  took 
telegraphic  communications  by  sound.  In 
due  course  he  was  promoted,  by  being  sent 
to  Steubenville,  Ohio,  as  assistant  operator 
and  line  repair  man,  returning  to  Pittsburg 
as  operator  on  the  Lake  Erie  telegraph  line 
for   a  period.      Then   he  entered  the   employ- 


ment of  the  Atlantic  &  Ohio  Railroad  here 
in  the  same  capacity.  When  in  the  service 
of  the  Atlantic  &  Ohio  line,  much  railroad 
business  passed  through  Mr.  Pitcairn's  hands, 
and  he  became  desirous  of  engaging  in  rail- 
roading more  intimately.  In  1853  he  suc- 
ceeded in  entering  the  service  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  Company  as  telegraph 
operator  and  assistant  ticket  agent  at  the 
Mountain  House,  near  Hollidaysburg,  Blair 
County.  In  February,  1854,  when  the  com- 
pany had  completed  their  track  over  the  Alle- 
ghanies,  he  was  transferred  to  the  general 
superintendent's  office  at  Altoona,  there  to 
wait  an  appointment  to  one  of  the  moun- 
tain way  stations  then  about  to   be  opened. 

About  this  period  Mr.  Pitcairn  conceived 
the  idea  of  becoming  the  superintendent  of 
the  Pittsburg  Division  of  the  road.  Fortu- 
nately for  this  object,  he  was  found  so  useful  in 
Altoona  that  he  was  not  sent  to  a  mountain 
station,  as  was  contemplated,  where,  there 
being  no  field  for  his  abilities,  he  would  very 
soon  be  forgotten.  Excepting  a  period  last- 
ing about  a  year,  spent  upon  the  Western 
Division  of  the  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  & 
Chicago  Railroad,  while  the  road  between 
Plymouth  and  Chicago  was  in  course  of  con- 
struction, he  was  retained  in  the  superintend- 
ent's off.ce  at  Altoona,  filling  different  po- 
sitions until  1861.  In  this  year  he  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  Middle  Divi- 
sion, which  is  the  section  of  road  lying  be- 
tween Conemaugh  and  Mifl^in.  Soon  after, 
the  four  divisions  into  which  the  road  had 
been  divided  were  reduced  to  three,  leaving 
Mr.  Pitcairn  without  a  division.  But  it  was 
far  from  the  company's  intention  to  dispense 
with  his  services.  At  the  same  time  a  new 
department  was  created,  that  of  transporta- 
tion, and  he  was  appointed  its  superintend- 
ent.     In    this   capacity   he   organized   the   car 
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record  system  and  the  system  of  car  mile- 
age, besides  conceiving  and  carrying  into 
effect  otlier  of  the  methods  with  which  the 
business  of  this  department  is  conducted  at 
present.  During  the  Civil  War  his  skill  and 
energy  were  severely  taxed  by  the  large  bodies 
of  troops  and  immense  stores  of  supplies  for 
which  he  had  to  provide  transportation.  In 
1862,  after  the  battle  of  Antietam,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  transportation  of  troops,  he  had 
charge  of  the  general  traffic  between  Harris- 
burg  and  Hagarstown,  and  at  the  same  time 
was  superintendent  of  the  division  between 
Harrisburg  and  Altoona,  and  of  the  Pittsburg 
Division,  between  Altoona  and  Pittsburg,  and 
in  charge  at  Harrisburg  and  divisions  west 
during  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,   1863. 

Although  by  1865  his  services  and  standing 
in  the  company's  employment  entitled  him  to 
aspire  to  a  higher  post,  Mr.  Pitcairn  was 
content  to  seek  and  obtain  that  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  Pittsburg  Division,  thereby 
realizing  his  long-cherished  ambition  of  re- 
turning, as  the  highest  local  official  of  the 
great  corporation  he  served,  to  the  city  in 
which  he  had  broken  ground  as  a  humble 
messenger  boy.  Ten  years  later  his  duties 
and  responsibilities  were  largely  augmented 
by  his  appointment  as  general  agent  at  Pitts- 
burg, fie  has  filled  these  offices  since 
greatly  to  the  satisfaction  and  advantage  of 
both  his  employers  and  the  public.  Mr. 
Pitcairn  is  also  largely  interested  in  other 
than  railroad  enterprises.  He  is  the  resident 
vice-president  and  a  director  of  the  American 
Surety  Company  of  Pittsburg,  and  the  second 
vice-president  and  a  director  of  the  Fidelity 
Title  and  Trust  Company.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  directors  of  the  Masonic  Bank;  is  now  a 
director  of  the  Citizens'  National  Bank  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Green- 
burg,   and   also   of   the   Western    Pennsylvania 


Exposition.  Mr.  Pitcairn  assisted  George 
Westinghouse,  Jr.,  in  introducing  his  cele- 
brated air-brake,  was  one  of  those  who  organ- 
ized the  company  engaged  in  its  manufacture, 
and  is  now  the  vice-president  of  that  company. 
He  also  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
Philadelphia  Natural  Gas  Company  and  of 
many  of  the  corporations  known  as  the  West- 
inghouse plants,  and  is  a  director  in  each. 

On  July  26,  1S56,  Mr.  Pitcairn  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Elizabeth  E.  Rigg.  Mrs.  Pit- 
cairn is  a  daughter  of  John  Rigg,  who  was  a 
respected  resident  of  Altoona,  having  pre- 
viously come  from  Lewistown,  Pa.  By  the 
marriage  Mr.  Pitcairn  became  the  father  of 
four  children.  These  are:  Mrs.  Omar  S. 
Decker,  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Taylor,  Miss  Susan 
Blanche  Pitcairn,  and  Mr.  Robert  Pitcairn, 
Jr.,  all  residents  of  Pittsburg.  An  earnest 
Presbyterian,  the  father  takes  a  lively  inter- 
est in  the  project  of  establishing  a  church  and 
Sabbath-school  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home. 
While  not  in  any  sense  a  politician,  he  has 
been  an  unwavering  Republican  since  the 
creation  of  the  party.  He  was  the  secretary 
of  the  first  Republican  convention  held  in 
Blair  County.  His  connection  with  fraternal 
societies  includes  a  membership  of  long  stand- 
ing in  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  once 
held  the  rank  of  Grand  Commander  of  the 
Knights  Templar  of  Pennsylvania.  Now  com- 
paratively wealthy  without  having  desired 
more  than  a  competency,  Mr.  Pitcairn  feels  a 
justifiable  pride  in  having  been  the  architect 
and  builder  of  his  own  fortunes.  He  is  satis- 
fied in  having  reached  the  goal  he  set  for  his 
career  forty-five  years  ago  in  Altoona,  and  in 
having  seen  railroad  construction  conducted 
on  scientific  principles  and  develop  to  the 
vast  dimensions  it  has  now  attained.  Mr. 
Pitcairn  is  one  of  the  leading  authorities  on 
railroading  in  this  country  to-day. 
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HOMAS     WHEELER     GALLEHER, 


the  general  freight  agent  for  the  Balti- 


more &  Ohio  Railroad,  has  been  con- 
nected with  this  road  since  he  was  a  boy  of 
fourteen  years.  He  was  born  near  Frederick- 
town,  Knox  County,  Ohio,  April  7,  1858,  a 
son  of  Ludwell  Leith  Galleher.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  Thomas  H.  Galleher,  born  July 
II,  1792,  died  February  26,  1S59.  He  re- 
sided in  Virginia,  and  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  farmer. 

Ludwell  Leith  Galleher  was  reared  and  ed- 
ucated in  Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  where 
his  birth  occurred  July  27,  1S31.  While  yet 
young  and  single,  he  went  to  Ohio,  locating 
in  Knox  County,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
general  farming  for  many  years.  In  1869  he 
removed  to  De  Kalb  County,  Missouri,  where 
he  resided  on  a  farm  until  1870.  Then, 
being  unfavorably  impressed  with  that  section 
of  the  country,  he  returned  to  Ohio,  settling 
in  Fredericktown,  where  he  lived  retired  until 
his  death  on  November  30,  1888.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Jane  Love,  who  was  born  June  21, 
1840,  in  Knox  County,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Love,  a  prosperous  farmer.  Pleasant  and 
charitable,  and  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  her 
husband  was  for  a  long  time  class  leader  and 
steward,  she  resides  in  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio. 
She  has  six  children  living,  namely:  Thomas 
W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ;  Boman  Aker, 
the  agent  for  the  B.  &  O.  Railroad  at  San- 
dusky, Ohio;  Mattie  V.,  the  wife  of  J.  F. 
Hess,  who  is  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
in  Chicago,  111.;  Cora  Belle,  living  with  her 
mother  at  Mount  Vernon;  Rolla  Leroy,  of 
Pittsburg,  travelling  freight  agent  for  the  B. 
&  O.  Railroad;  and  Howard  Leith,  of  this 
city,  stenographer  for  the  B.  &  O.  Railroad. 

Thomas  Wheeler  Galleher  attended  a  coun- 
try school   near    Fredericktown    until    his   re- 


moval to  Missouri  with  his  parents  in  1869. 
On  his  return  to  that  village  in  1870  he  com- 
pleted his  education.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
he  obtained  a  position  as  telegraph  messenger 
at  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  station  in  his  native 
town,  and  being  a  bright,  intelligent  boy, 
soon  mastered  the  mysteries  of  telegraphy,  at 
which  he  spent  all  his  leisure  moments.  On 
November  18,  1S72,  he  became  the  night 
operator  in  the  same  station,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  been  deservedly  promoted  to  vari- 
ous offices  of  responsibility  until  reaching  his 
present  position,  the  duties  of  which  he  dis- 
charges with  thorough  efficiency  and  in  a  way 
that  gives  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  His 
railroad  service,  entirely  with  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad,  has  been  as  follows:  No- 
vember 18,  1872,  to  December  31,  1877,  tele- 
graph operator  at  Fredericktown,  Monroeville, 
Chicago  Junction,  Butler,  Utica,  Newark, 
Lewis  Mill,  Bellaire,  and  Columbus,  Ohio; 
January  i,  1878,  to  July  6,  1880,  chief  clerk 
to  division  freight  agent  at  Columbus,  Ohio; 
July  7,  1880,  to  January  4,  1882,  agent  for 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Express  at  Columbus;  Jan- 
uary 5,  1882,  to  February  i,  1882,  travelling 
freight  agent  at  Columbus;  February  i,  1882, 
to  April  30,  1882,  acting  division  freight 
agent  at  Columbus;  May  i,  1882,  to  May  22, 
1S85,  chief  clerk  to  assistant  general  freight 
agent  at  Columbus;  May  23,  1885,  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  1886,  chief  clerk  to  assistant  general 
freight  agent  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.  ;  January  i, 
1887,  to  March  15,  1896,  division  freight 
agent  at  Pittsburg;  March  16,  1896,  to  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1897,  general  freight  agent  at  Pitts- 
burg; March  i,  1897,  he  was  appointed  gen- 
eral freight  agent  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  has 
since  resided  with  his  family  in  that  city. 

On  September  8,  1886,  Mr.  Galleher  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Hazeltine 
Potter,  daughter  of   Dr.  Samuel    B.   Potter,  of 
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Fredericktown,  Ohio.  They  have  one  child, 
Earl  Potter  Galleher,  whose  birth  occurred 
May  30,  1892.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Galleher  are 
members  of  the  Oakland  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  is  an  officer.  Mr.  Gal- 
leher was  made  a  Mason  many  years  ago  in 
Magnolia  Lodge,  No.  20,  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
He  dimitted,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Cres- 
cent Lodge,  No.  576,  of  Pittsburg;  likewise 
of  Ohio  Chapter,  No.  12,  of  Columbus; 
and  is  a  life  member  of  Columbus  Council. 
He  also  joined  Capital  Lodge,  No.  334, 
L  O.  O.  F.,  of  Columbus,  in  which  he  passed 
all  the  chairs.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of 
Pittsburg  Conclave,  No.  89,  Lnproved  Order 
of  Heptasophs,  of  this  city.  In  politics  he 
votes  the  Republican  ticket,  but  he  takes  no 
active  part  in  local  affairs. 


ILLIAM  B.  BRICKELL,  for  many 
years  an  esteemed  citizen  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  here,  February  28, 
1S30,  son  of  Captain  John  Brickell,  who  was 
one  of  the  pioneer  steamboat  men  of  the  Ohio. 
Mr.  Brickell  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Pittsburg.  He  began  to  earn  his  living  in  the 
employ  of  William  Baum,  well  known  to  old- 
time  residents  of  the  city.  At  a  later  date 
he  joined  the  Robertson  Glass  Company,  and 
subsequently  travelled  as  the  agent  of  the 
firm  for  a  number  of  years.  Toward  the  close 
of  the  Civil  War  he  started  the  Kittanning 
Rolling  Mill  in  company  with  Harry  Oliver 
and  Captain  William  Martin  and  D.  Z. 
Brickell,  forming  the  firm  Martin,  Oliver  & 
Brickell,  which  did  business  for  some  years. 
Mr.  Brickell  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  a 
director  of  the  Mercantile  Trust,  a  director 
of  the  Mercantile  Bank,  and  one  of  the 
founders  and  the  president  of  Bethesda  Home. 
Especially  active  in   church   and   charitable 


work,  Mr.  Brickell  was  president  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  Union;  trustee, 
steward,  and  treasurer  of  Smithfield  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  and  for  thirty 
years  the  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
connected  with  the  church.  In  these  ways  he 
became  known  to  thousands  of  Pittsburg 
people,  all  of  whom  honored  and  loved  him 
for  his  high  character.  It  is  impossible  to 
estimate  the  good  he  accomplished  in  his  un- 
ostentatious way.  Many  young  men  owe  to 
him  their  start  in  life,  and  the  wise  and 
loving  words  of  advice  or  warning  given  by 
him  will  never  be  forgotten.  He  was  a 
friend  to  the  widow  and  orphan,  and  many 
homes  were  saddened  at  the  tidings  of  his 
death.  His  record  as  a  business  man  was 
spotless,  and  he  carried  into  all  business  rela- 
tions the  same  kind  consideration  for  others 
that  characterized  his  social  intercourse.  He 
was  a  member  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  but  in  recent 
years  was  not  active  in  the  organization.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Democrat  until  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Prohibition  party,  which  he  there- 
after supported.  He  died  December  23,  1894. 
Mrs.  Brickell,  whose  maiden  name  was  Miss 
Anna  Myers,  survives  him.  She  has  two 
children — -Edwin  M.  Brickell  and  a  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  R.  M.  Repp. 


LEXANDER  W.  ROOK,  for  many 
years  a  leading  business  man  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  widely  known  through 
his  connection  with  the  Pittsburg  DispatcJt^ 
was  born  in  this  city  in  1826,  his  parents  hav- 
ing come  to  Western  Pennsylvania  from  New 
York  State  some  years  before.  He  was  given 
the  best  education  obtainable  in  Pittsburg. 
When  quite  young,  with  the  consent  of  his 
parents,  he  entered  the  job   printing  ofifice   of 
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Johnson  &  Stockson  as  roller  boy  and  type- 
setter. While  here  he  attended  an  evening 
school,  thereby  obtaining  an  unusually  thor- 
ough education.  From  the  first  he  showed  a 
decided  preference  and  aptitude  for  the  print- 
ing trade.  An  apprenticeship  for  six  years, 
soon  after  entered  into  with  the  Pittsburg 
Post,  was  completed  in  the  Chronicle  office, 
when  he  was  counted  among  the  foremost 
typographical  experts  in  the  city  Subse- 
quently he  worked  in  the  composing-rooms  of 
the  Philadelphia  Ledger  and  New  York 
Herald.  About  1850  he  returned  to  Pitts- 
burg, where  he  was  the  first  local  representa- 
tive of  the  Typographical  Union,  then  just 
formed.  Two  years  later  he  went  to  Green- 
burr,  and  bought  an  interest  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Argus. 

In  1854  Mr.  Rook  returned  to  Pittsburg, 
and  took  the  position  of  foreman  in  the  com- 
posing-room of  the  Evening  Clironicle.  Here, 
having  his  first  favorable  opportunity  to  show 
his  executive  ability,  his  success  was  remark- 
able. It  was  acknowledged  that  from  1854 
to  1864  the  typographical  department  of  the 
Clironicle  in  his  hands  was  the  best  managed 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  During  the  half- 
dozen  years  succeeding  his  marriage  his  rise 
was  remarkably  rapid.  In  1865  Mr.  Rook 
and  Daniel  O'Neill  became  partners  in  the 
firm  of  J.  H.  Foster  &  Co.,  publishers  of  the 
Dispatch,  and  put  all  their  brains  and  energy 
into  its  publication.  On  the  death  of  Colo- 
nel J.  H.  Foster,  April  21,  1868,  Messrs. 
Rook  and  O'Neill  became  sole  proprietors  of 
the  paper.  Dividing  the  work,  Mr.  Rook 
took  entire  charge  of  the  mechanical  part, 
and  Mr.  O'Neill  assumed  the  business  and 
editorial  management.  This  was  a  strong 
combination  of  diverse  talents,  and  the  result 
was  brilliant.  The  Dispatch  in  a  short  time 
advanced  to  the  first  rank  among  Pennsylvania 


newspapers,  and  easily  became  the  first  of 
those  of  Pittsburg.  Its  reputation  for  typo- 
graphical excellence  was  due  to  the  genius  of 
Mr.  Rook.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  O'Neill,  in 
1877,  the  pressure  of  his  duties  began  to  tell 
on  him,  and  his  health  began  to  fail.  How- 
ever, he  continued  in  active  co-operation  with 
Eugene  M.  O'Neill  in  the  publishing  of  the 
Dispatch  until  early  in  the  summer  of  1880. 
The  end  came  swiftly  after  this,  his  death  oc- 
curring August  14,  1880,  from  a  complication 
of  organic  diseases. 

Mr.  Rook  was  not  only  respected  for  his 
rare  cpialities  as  a  business  man,  but  also  for 
the  excellent  traits  of  character  as  revealed  in 
his  family  and  social  relations.  He  was  al- 
ways interested  in  charitable  enterprises,  and 
gave  money  and  labor  to  sundry  benevolent 
enterprises,  including  that  of  sending  poor 
children  on  excursions  to  the  country.  Promi- 
nent in  the  Masonic  order,  he  held  high  office 
in  lodge,  chapter,  council,  and  commandery, 
and  was  a  director  of  the  Masonic  Bank,  now 
the  Lincoln  National  Bank.  Mrs.  Rook, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Harriett  L.  Beck,  sur- 
vives him.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rook  were 
members  of  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church. 
Their  children  are:  Charles  A.  Rook,  the 
treasurer  of  the  Dispatch  Publishing  Com- 
pany; Helen  E.,  now  Mrs.  C.  A.  Carroll; 
Edwin  M.  ;  and  Harry  C. 


flMON  WILSON  JONES,  of  the  firm 
Householder  &  Jones,  stair-builders, 
wood-turners,  and  hand  carvers  of 
Pittsburg  was  born  in  Washington,  Pa.,  May 
4,  1853,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Lacock) 
Jones.  The  father,  who  was  a  native  of 
Washington,  learned  the  marble-cutter's  trade 
when  a  young  man.  After  following  it  for 
some    time   as   a  journeyman,    he   engaged    in 
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business   for  himself,  and  was  tfius  employed 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1S67. 

After  acquiring  a  common-school  education 
in  his  native  town,  Timon  Wilson  Jones  was 
employed  as  a  book-keeper  until  reaching  the 
age  of  eighteen.  Then,  under  the  conditions 
of  an  apprenticeship,  he  learned  the  stair- 
builder's  trade.  Afterward  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman  for  four  years,  and  for  seven 
years  was  foreman  successively  for  Joseph 
Welch  &  Co.  and  James  Davison  &  Co.  In 
1884  he  and  Fred  Householder  formed  the 
firm  of  Householder  &  Jones.  In  the  line  of 
stair-building  and  other  kinds  of  wood  work 
this  concern  does  the  largest  business  in 
Pittsburg,  and  is  widely  and  favorably  known. 
Mr.  Jones  is  also  interested  in  the  oil  busi- 
ness. He  is  a  member  of  the  Enterprise  Oil 
and  Gas  Company.  Politically,  he  supports 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  a  firm  advo- 
cate of  the  gold  standard  for  currency. 


EV.    EDWARD    P.    COWAN,    D.D. 


the    corresponding    secretary    of     the 
'^^  Board   of    Missions   for    the    Freed- 

men  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was 
born  at  Potosi,  Mo.,  March  31,  1840,  son  of 
the  Rev.  John  F.  and  Mary  (English)  Cowan. 
Dr.  Cowan's  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  ances- 
try, and  all  its  members  have  been  Presby- 
terians. The  great-grandfather  was  Hugh 
Cowan,  of  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  who 
lived  to  be  eighty  years  of  age.  His  son, 
Adam  Cowan,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty 
years,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution. 

The  Rev.  John  F.  Cowan,  who  was  born  in 
Chester  County  in  1801,  graduated  from 
Jefferson  College,  Washington  County,  and 
subsequently,  in  1828,  from  Princeton  (N.J.) 
Theological  Seminary.  In  1829  he  was  or- 
dained to  the  Presbyterian  ministry,  and  went 


as  home  missionary  to  Missouri,  where  he 
spent  the  rest  of  his  life  engaged  in  his  sacred 
calling,  a  period  of  thirty-three  years.  In 
connection  with  his  last  pastorate,  which  was 
at  Carondelet,  St.  Louis,  he  was  commis- 
sioned by  President  Lincoln  as  Post  Chaplain 
to  the  House  of  Refuge  Hospital;  and  he  was 
Army  Chaplain  at  the  time  of  his  death  in 
1862.  He  was  own  cousin  of  Senator  Edgar 
Cowan.  His  wife,  Mary,  was  a  daughter  of 
James  R.  and  Alice  (Conover)  English,  and  a 
descendant  of  the  family  that  settled  in  Eng- 
lishtown,  N.J.  Mr.  English  was  a  stanch 
Presbyterian  and  an  Elder  in  the  old  Tenant 
Church.  When  a  boy  he  was  captured  by  the 
British,  and  was  threatened  with  hanging  if 
he  would  not  tell  where  the  Americans  were 
keeping  their  powder.  Though  but  si.xteen 
years  old  at  the  time,  he  allowed  his  captors 
to  string  him  up  without  flinching.  He  was 
afterward  set  free,  and  the  British  were  no 
wiser  for  having  met  him.  Of  his  family  of 
nine  children  Mary  was  next  to  the  youngest. 
Having  survived  her  husband  twenty-five 
years,  she  died  in  1887  at  Pittsburg,  being 
then  eighty-one  years  old.  She  had  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  James,  who  is  in  business  in 
St.  Louis;  John  F.  Cowan,  D.D.,  who  is  the 
Professor  of  Modern  Languages  in  Westmin- 
ster College,  Missouri;  Alice,  the  eldest,  who 
died  in  St.  Louis  in  1S49;  William,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen;  and  Edward  P., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Edward  P.  Cowan,  the  youngest  of  his  par- 
ents' children,  attended  Westminster  College 
in  Missouri,  and  graduated  there  with  honors 
in  i860,  taking  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  After  teaching  school  for  a  year  he 
entered  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1864.  He  was  shortly 
afterward  ordained  by  the  Presbytery  of  St. 
Louis,  and  began  his  first  pastorate   at    Wash- 
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ington,  Pa.,  in  one  of  the  churches  which  his 
father  had  formerly  served.  He  remained  at 
Washington  for  three  years,  and  subsequently 
preached  for  a  year  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and 
for  a  year  and  a  half  in  St.  Louis.  He  was 
then  called  to  the  pastorate  of  Market  Square 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Gprmantown,  Pa.,  and 
remained  there  for  more  than  twelve  years. 
In  1882  he  was  invited  to  preach  in  the  Third 
Church  in  Pittsburg,  with  the  prospect  of  a 
call  to  a  probable  vacancy  in  its  pulpit;  and 
on  September  13,  1882,  the  night  on  which 
the  previous  pastoral  relations  were  dissolved, 
he  was  unanimously  called  to  that  church. 
He  remained  pastor  of  the  Third  Church 
for  ten  years.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  West- 
ern University  of  Pennsylvania,  of  Penn- 
sylvania College  for  Women,  a  trustee 
and  the  secretary  of  the  directors  of  the 
Western  Theological  Seminary,  and  a  trustee 
of  the  Pittsburg  I^resbytery,  an  incorporated 
body.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Colportage  and  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
While  Dr.  Cowan  was  pastor  of  the  Third 
Church,  an  average  of  ten  members  were 
added  to  the  church  at  each  communion,  giv- 
ing a  total  of  over  four  hundred,  and  the  an- 
nual amount  of  contributions  increased  from 
twenty-three  thousand,  si.K  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  in  1882-83  to  fifty-four 
thousand,  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  dol- 
lars in  1891-92.  During  this  time  Dr. 
Cowan  had  become  a  member  of  the  Freed- 
men's  Board,  and  had  been  for  four  years  its 
president. 

On  the  death  of  Dr.  Allen,  the  former 
corresponding  secretary,  Dr.  Cowan  was 
elected  to  that  position.  Thereupon  he  re- 
signed his  pastorate,  in  order  to  devote  him- 
self to  his  new  duties.  At  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  the  Third  Church  congregation 
the     following     resolutions     were     adopted: 


"Whereas  the  Rev.  E.  P.  Cowan,  D.D.,  our 
beloved  pastor,  has  tendered  his  resignation, 
and  has  asked  the  congregation  to  join  with 
him  in  consenting  that  the  Presbytery  shall 
dissolve  the  pastoral  relations  now  existing, 
and,  having  heard  and  considered  his  reasons 
for  this  request,  and  believing  that  our  Lord 
is  leading  the  way,  therefore  resolved, 
That,  expressing  our  affection  for  and  confi- 
dence in  our  pastor,  and  in  gratitude  for  his 
faithful  labors  in  the  congregation  and  his 
tender  pastoral  care  for  us  individually,  we 
consent  to  his  request  that  the  pastoral  rela- 
tions may  be  dissolved  by  the  Presbytery,  to 
take  effect  January  i,  1893."  Commendatory 
resolutions  were  also  passed  by  the  Presbytery. 
Since  ceasing  his  official  relations  with  the 
Third  Church,  Dr.  Cowan  has  given  his  whole 
time  to  his  work  for  the  Freedmen.  He  has 
the  oversight  of  three  hundred  churches,  one 
hundred  and  eighty  ministers,  and  from  fifty 
to  sixty  schools,  twenty  of  which  are  board- 
ing-schools, including  Biddle  University  at 
Charlotte,  N.C. 

On  August  7,  1872,  Dr.  Cowan  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  M.,  daughter  of 
George  D.  and  Emmeline  (Fisher)  Baldwin, 
of  New  York  City.  Mrs.  Cowan's  family  set- 
tled originally  in  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1639, 
and  all  its  descendants  have  been  stanch 
Presbyterians.  Her  great-grandfather  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  church  at  Connecti- 
cut Farms,  N.J.  Her  grandfather  was  a 
member  of  the  First  Church  at  Newark,  and 
her  father,  George  D.,  was  a  Presbyterian 
Elder  for  forty  years  in  New  York  City. 
George  D.  Baldwin  had  one  other  child,  Jo- 
seph T. ,  who  is  now  cashier  of  Manhattan 
Bank  in  Wall  Street,  New  York.  Mrs. 
Cowan's  maternal  great-grandfather  was  Colo- 
nel David  Chambers,  who  served  throughout 
the    whole    of    the    Revolutionary    War,    and 
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who  fouglit  with  Washington  at  Trenton  and 
Monmouth.  Mrs.  Cowan  was  educated  by  the 
best  instructors  and  in  the  best  schools  that 
New  York  City  afforded.  She  was  a  lady  of 
unusual  refinement  and  of  noble  character. 
She  died  July  24,  1896.  Her  three  children 
were:  Emelie,  Elaine,  and  Irene,  the  last  two 
being  twins. 

<  *  •  ^  > 

T^HARLES  LOCKHART,  who  has 
I  Vp       been  for  a  number  of  years   president 

V.i?  ^  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  and 
of  the  Pittsburg  Bank  of  Commerce,  is  one  of 
the  oil  kings  of  Pennsylvania.  Among  the 
first  to  buy  the  crude  product  of  petroleum,  he 
was  the  first  to  introduce  the  oil  into  England, 
carrying  it  himself  in  cans.  He  was  born  at 
Cairn  Heads,  Wigtonshire,  Scotland,  Au- 
gust 2,  18 18.  His  parents,  John  and  Sarah 
(Walker)  Lockhart,  were  natives  of  the  same 
shire,  the  home  of  both  families  for  many  gen- 
erations. John  Lockhart,  son  of  Charles 
Lockhart,  a  farmer  living  near  Cairn  Heads, 
was  the  eldest  of  his  father's  family.  When 
he  grew  up,  a  farm  was  taken  for  him.  He 
married  a  daughter  of  James  Walker,  who  was 
a  damask  manufacturer  of  Wigton.  In  1836, 
with  his  wife  and  six  children,  he  emigrated 
to  America,  was  in  the  grocery  business  in 
Allegheny  for  a  number  of  years,  and  died  in 
that  city  in  1861.  His  wife  survived  him 
about  ten  years.  They  were  members  of  the 
Second  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Alle- 
gheny. 

Charles  Lockhart  was  educated  in  Scot- 
land. There  also  he  obtained  his  first  ideas 
of  business  from  an  uncle  with  whom  he  lived 
for  a  while.  For  nineteen  years  after  his  ar- 
rival in  Pittsburg  he  worked  as  clerk  for 
James  McCully,  a  wholesale  grocer  and  a 
dealer  in  produce  and  flour  on  Wood  Street. 
In  1855  he  and    William    Frew,  who   also   had 


been  clerk  in  this  establishment  for  a  number 
of  years,  were  taken  into  partnership,  by  the 
proprietor,  and  the  firm  name  was  changed  to 
James  McCully  &  Co.  This  firm,  which  was 
in  existence  until  1865,  had  an  extensive  busi- 
ness, the  trade  in  the  war  time  being  espe- 
cially profitable.  In  December,  1852,  Isaac 
Huff  brought  down  the  river  in  a  skiff  three 
barrels  of  oil  that  were  taken  out  of  a  salt 
well.  After  several  ineffectual  attempts  to 
sell  the  commodity  he  found  Mr.  Lockhart  at 
the  warehouse  of  the  grocery  company,  and 
disposed  of  it  to  him  for  thirty-one  and  one- 
fourth  cents  per  gallon,  agreeing  at  the  same 
time  to  let  him  have  all  the  well  produced  for 
five  years  at  the  same  price.  It  seemed  a 
doubtful  speculation,  for  the  purchaser  did  not 
know  how  or  where  it  would  sell;  but  he 
eventually  made  a  bargain  with  Samuel  M. 
Kier,  the  partner  of  the  Hon.  K.  F".  Jones, 
who  agreed  to  purchase  all  the  oil  he  would 
bring  him  in  five  years  at  sixty-two  and  one- 
half  cents  per  gallon.  Mr.  Lockhart  was  the 
first  to  buy  and  sell  oil  ahead  of  its  produc- 
tion. The  oil  well  which  yielded  him  such 
profit  was  one  mile  below  Tarentum,  on  the 
south  side.  It  was  one  of  the  first  in  the 
State.  In  1S53,  with  Mr.  Kipp,  who  was  his 
partner  until  September,  1896,  he  bought  the 
well,  Mr.  Kipp  paying  for  one  quarter  only; 
and  until  1865  they  continued  to  manufacture 
salt,  selling  the  oil  as  fast  as  produced.  In 
1859,  the  year  oil  was  discovered  at  Titus- 
ville,  Messrs.  Lockhart,  Kipp,  William 
P'rew,  John  Vanausdall,  and  William  Phillips 
joined  interests  under  the  firm  name  of 
Phillips,  Frew  &  Co.,  and,  leasing  land  on 
Oil  Creek,  set  up  machinery,  and  soon  had  a 
thriving  plant  in  operation,  their  first  well 
yielding  forty-five  barrels  a  day.  The  oil  was 
distilled,  not  refined;  and  crude  oil  brought 
thirty-four  cents  a   gallon.      Samuel    M.  Kier 
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was  the  first  to  distil  oil.  Their  product  was 
the  first  Oil  Creek  oil  to  come  down  the  Alle- 
gheny River.  In  May,  i860,  Mr.  Lockhart 
began  to  carry  samples  of  crude  and  refined 
oil  to  Europe.  He  had  a  friend  in  Liverpool 
who  introduced  him  to  leading  chemists,  and 
by  the  following  winter  the  oil  was  shipped 
in  large  quantities  to  coal  oil  distillers  in 
Great  Britain.  In  the  fall  of  1S60  the  com- 
pany struck  some  very  productive  wells.  In 
1 86 1  Messrs.  Lockhart  and  Frew  bought  out 
their  partners,  and  built  the  Brilliant  Refinery, 
the  first  important  refinery  erected.  It  had  a 
capacity  of  seventy-eight  thousand  barrels  of 
oil  per  week,  all  produced  from  their  own 
wells.  The  supply  seems  inexhaustible,  for 
the  land,  which  was  first  opened  in  1853,  is 
still  yielding  oil.  During  all  this  time  it  has 
belonged  to  Mr.  Lockhart,  who  is  the  oldest 
oil  producer  living  to-day.  In  1865  Messrs. 
Lockhart  and  Frew  and  William  G.  Warden 
built  the  large  Atlantic  Refinery  in  Philadel- 
phia, which  now  produces  thirty-six  thousand 
barrels  per  day.  At  first  they  did  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Warden,  Frew  &  Co. 
Afterward  a  stock  company  was  formed.  Mr. 
Lockhart  added  little  by  little  to  his  holdings 
until  he  was  the  largest  owner  in  this  vicin- 
ity. One  of  his  early  purchases  was  a  large 
share  in  Clark  &  Sumner's  refinery,  now 
known  as  Standard  No.  i.  In  1874  the 
supply  exceeded  the  demand,  and  rival  com- 
panies by  competition  lowered  the  price.  A 
meeting  of  the  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania men,  to  adjust  matters  on  a  more  satis- 
factory basis,  was  held  at  Saratoga,  the  dele- 
gates being  John  D.  Rockefeller,  William  G. 
Warden,  Henry  M.  Flagler,  and  Charles 
Lockhart.  The  four  combined  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  which 
was  eventually  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
Ohio.      The  Atlantic   Refinery,  of  which   Mr. 


Lockhart  had  been  President,  was  merged  in 
the  Standard  Oil  Company,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  first  directors  of  this  now  famous  corpora- 
tion. When  the  Ohio  law  compelled  them  to 
divide  their  business,  the  Pennsylvania  sec- 
tion was  merged  in  the  Atlantic  Refinery  of 
Philadelphia,  in  which  Mr.  Lockhart  is  still 
the  largest  Pennsylvania  shareholder. 

Mr.  Lockhart  is  interested  in  a  number  of 
other  financial  enterprises.  About  twenty 
years  ago  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Hubbard,  Bakewell  &  Co.,  saw,  axe,  and 
shovel  manufacturers.  When  he  became  con- 
nected with  them,  they  had  two  factories. 
Later  they  erected  a  large  plant  on  Railroad 
Street,  Pittsburg,  which  was  subsequently 
burned.  Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Lockhart,  after 
this  catastrophe,  purchased  a  number  of  smaller 
plants  of  the  same  kind,  and  established  an 
axe  manufactory  at  Beaver  Falls,  moving  the 
shovel  department  to  Sharpsburg  ]3ridge. 
The  axe  department  was  finally  merged  in  the 
American  Axe  and  Tool  Company,  which  had 
the  largest  factory  in  the  county.  The  shovel 
factory,  which  was  burned  in  January,  1896, 
is  again  in  operation,  under  a  stock  company, 
Mr.  Lockhart  owning  within  one  share  of  half 
the  capital  stock.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Pittsburg  Locomotive  Works;  a  stockholder 
of  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Company;  of  the 
Jackson  Lumber  Company,  which  owns  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
Alabama;  and  of  a  number  of  smaller  enter- 
prises. He  is  president  of  the  Lockhart  Iron 
and  Steel  Company,  which  gives  employment 
to  four  hundred  men;  was  one  of  the  original 
directors  of  the  Pittsburg  Bank  of  Commerce, 
of  which  he  is  now  president;  and  he  is  a  di- 
rector in  several  large  silver  and  gold  mining 
companies  of  Colorado  and  Idaho,  having 
bought  his  first  mining  stock  in  1865  in 
Idaho.      A  guiding  rule   of  his   life,  from   the 
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days  of  his  clerkship  in  the  grocery  store,  has 
been  never  to  contract  a  debt ;  and  though  the 
accumulation  of  his  millions  is,  of  course,  due 
in  a  large  degree  to  natural  sagacity  and  fore- 
thought, his  unvarying  success  is  without 
doubt  attributable  to  this  principle. 

On  June  24,  1862,  Mr.  Lockhart  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Jane  Walker,  also  a  native  of 
Scotland.  They  have  five  children,  namely: 
James  Henry  and  John  Marshall,  who  are  in 
business  with  their  father;  Janet  W.,  the 
wife  of  John  R.  McCune,  of  Pittsburg; 
Martha  Frew,  the  wife  of  Lee  Mason,  of  Pitts- 
burg; and  Sarah  Eleanor,  who  is  yet  with  her 
parents.  Mr.  Lockhart  cast  his  first  vote 
with  the  Whigs  in  1S40,  and  has  been  a  Re- 
publican since  1856.  He  belongs  to  one  so- 
cial organization,  the  Duquesne  Club.  He  is 
a  church  member,  connected  for  a  great  many 
years  with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of 
this  city.  Mr.  Lockhart's  family  home  for 
the  past  twenty  years  has  been  a  jjalatial  resi- 
dence at  the  East  End. 


ILLIAM  A.  YOUNG,  of  Millvale 
teV  Borough,  who  is  a  Notar}'  Public, 
and  conducts  a  prosperous  business 
in  insurance,  real  estate,  and  loans,  was  born 
in  Pine  township,  Allegheny  County,  De- 
cember 15,  1850,  son  of  Henry  and  Cath- 
erine (Wyland)  Young.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Henry  Young,  of  Germany,  who  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  German  army,  was  three 
times  married,  had  three  children,  one  by 
each  marriage,  and  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 
The  father,  born  in  Hesse  Darmstadt,  Ger- 
many, came  to  America  in  1837.  He  located 
in  Pine  Creek,  where  he  met  Catherine  Wy- 
land, who  was  living  there  with  her  parents. 
She  was  born  in  Alsace,  then  a  province  of 
France,   daughter  of  Peter  Wyland,  a  French 


soldier,  who  came  to  Pine  Creek  in  1827,  and 
died  in  1843,  ^-^  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 
Henry  Young,  Jr.,  and  Catherine  were  mar- 
ried in  1840,  after  which  they  removed  to 
East  Deer  township,  where  .  he  carried  on 
farming.  He  was  also  a  shoemaker  by  trade. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
German  Methodist  church,  and  Mr.  Young 
was  class  leader.  Their  children  were: 
Henry  L.,  of  Pitcairn;  Margaret  C,  the  wife 
of  George  Pflasterer,  of  Braddock;  Mary  A., 
the  widow  of  John  McClelland,  of  Pittsburg; 
William  A.  and  Samuel  T.,  both  of  Bennett. 
After  the  mother's  death  in  1870,  her  hus- 
band married  Mrs.  Mary  A.  McMaster,  the 
widow  of  Joseph  McMaster  and  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Kelker,  who  bore  him  one  child, 
Ralph  B. 

William  A.  Young  spent  his  boyhood  on 
his  father's  farm  in  the  township  of  East 
Deer,  and  was  sent  with  the  other  boys  of  the 
neighborhood  to  the  district  school.  After 
leaving  school  William  learned  shoemaking 
from  his  father,  and  worked  at  that  trade  in 
Oil  City  until  1880.  In  1881  and  1885  he 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Bennett, 
to  which  place  he  had  moved.  After  that  he 
went  into  the  real  estate  business,  in  which 
he  has  since  been  engaged.  Besides  filling 
the  position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  he  has 
also  served  two  terms  as  Notary  Public.  On 
February  17,  1897,  he  was  elected  Burgess  of 
the  borough  of  Millvale  for  three  years,  be- 
ginning March  i,   1897. 

On  January  i,  1873,  Mr.  Young  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Josephine  Steckman, 
who  died  in  1879.  Her  children  are:  Emma 
E.  and  William  Clarence.  In  1881  Mr. 
Young  married  Miss  Kittie  Becker,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Margaret  (Walter)  Becker,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Hesse  Darmstadt, 
Germany.      By  the  second  marriage  there  were 
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three  children  —  Lillian  E.,  Walter  M.,  and 
Lincoln  Earl.  Politically,  Mr.  Young  is  a 
Republican.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a  Meth- 
odist. He  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
the  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Junior 
Order  of  American  Mechanics,  and  to  the 
Knights  of  the  Mystic  Chain.  Mr.  Young's 
home  and  office  are  at  54  Grant  Avenue,  Mill- 
vale,  a  borough  of  nine  thousand  inhabitants. 
He  is  widely  known  and  respected  as  a  man  of 
unquestioned  integrity. 


-r|::^EV.   albert    d.   light,    the 

I  Sr^  pastor  of  Millvale  Borough  Presby- 
AjP  V^_  ^  terian  Church,  was  born  at  Leb- 
anon, this  State,  November  i,  1856,  his  par- 
ents being  Asa  and  Catherine  (Snyder)  Light, 
both  natives  of  Lebanon.  On  both  sides  of 
the  family  Mr.  Light  is  descended  from  early 
settlers  of  German  origin,  who  came  to  Penn- 
sylvania about  the  time  of  the  Revolution. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  David  Light,  born 
in  Lebanon  County,  after  following  the  occu- 
pation of  farmer  for  some  time,  lived  in  retire- 
ment. David  had  a  family  of  six  sons.  The 
maternal  grandfather  was  Jonas  Snyder,  also 
born  in  Lebanon  County.  Both  grandfathers 
died  at  about  the  age  of  seventy-two,  and  both 
their  wives  are  still  living.  Asa  Light,  who 
was  a  coach-maker  of  Lebanon,  served  in  the 
Union  artillery  during  the  late  war,  and  died 
in  1864  in  the  hospital  at  Baltimore  from  an 
injury  caused  by  a  kick  by  a  horse.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  as  is 
also  his  wife,  who  is  still  living.  She  mar- 
ried for  her  second  husband  John  Gilbert,  and 
bore  him  two  sons  —  Harry  and  Grant  Gil- 
bert. The  children  of  her  first  marriage  were: 
the  Rev.  Albert  D.,  Aaron,  and  Amelia 
Light. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Light   spent  his  boyhood   in 


Lebanon,  and  there  prepared  for  college  in 
the  high  school.  He  then  attended  Lafayette 
College  at  Easton,  Pa.,  graduating  in  1880. 
Later  he  took  a  course  of  study  in  Drew  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Madison,  N.J.,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1882.  He  then  taught 
school  for  three  years,  being  principal  of  the 
Betts  Military  Academy  at  Stamford,  Conn., 
for  a  year,  and  of  Sewickley  Academy  for  two 
years.  On  June  10,  1885,  he  was  ordained 
and  installed  pastor  of  the  Millvale  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  which  had  at  that  time  a  member- 
ship of  only  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  per- 
sons. Since  Mr.  Light  has  been  pastor  the 
membership  has  increased  to  three  hundred 
and  ninety,  the  last  two  years  being  years  of 
especial  progress.  In  the  last  year  more 
members  were  added  to  the  church  than  to  any 
other  society  in  the  district.  Mr.  Light  be- 
longs to  the  Presbytery  of  Allegheny,  of 
which  he  was  the  moderator  from  1894  to 
1895.  He  is  unmarried.  A  natural  talent 
for  music  possessed  by  him  has  been  devel- 
oped by  a  fine  musical  training.  His  voice 
teacher  was  Mr.  Clement  Tetedoux,  who  is 
well  known  in  Pittsburg  as  having  trained 
many  of  the  finest  vocalists  of  the  city.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Light's  voice  is  a  tenor.  He  has 
taught  vocal  music  since  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age,  a  period  of  twenty-three  years, 
thereby  supporting  himself  at  college  during 
his  literary  and  theological  courses.  His 
home  is  at  47  Lincoln  Avenue,  Millvale. 


lORGAN  EDWARDS  GABLE,  the 
editorial  manager  of  the  Pittsburg 
Tiuics  and  Pittsburg  Daily  Nezvs, 
is  a  son  of  William  H.  and  the  late  Sarah 
Ann  (Morgan)  Gable.  Born  April  18,  1862, 
at  Strasburg,  Lancaster  County,  he  comes  of 
German   origin.      His   ancestors   were   intelli- 
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s^ent,  progressive,  and  broad-minded  men. 
His  fatlier  was  one  of  tlie  most  prominent 
teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  for  thirty  years,  and  his  mother 
before  her  marriage  was  an  instructor  in  the 
Linden  Hall  Seminary  at  Lititz,  Pa. 

Morgan  E.  Gable  became  self-supporting  at 
an    unusually    early    age.       When    only    nine 
years  old  he  was  employed  as  a  slate  picker  in 
the  anthracite  coal  region  at  Tamaqua.      When 
fourteen   years  of  age  he   began   a  four  years' 
apprenticeship  on   the  Tamaqua  Courier.      His 
first   regular  employment    in   newspaper  work 
was  in  1881,  when  he   became  connected  with 
the  Shenandoah  Herald.      Since  that  time   his 
career    in    the     press    has    been    phenomenal. 
Only  a  little  more   than   a  year  after   his   em- 
ployment  on   the   Shenandoah   Herald,  in  Au- 
gust,  1881,  when   but   nineteen   years   of  age, 
he   became   managing   editor   of    the   Reading 
Herald.      In  this  position   he   gained   valuable 
experience,   developing  the   critical   judgment 
and  the  quickness  of  discrimination   necessary 
to  the  person  who  has  to  select  the  staff  for 
any     newspaper.        On     November     8,      1883, 
while   making   his  record   on    the  Herald,  he 
married    Margaret    Brunson,    daughter  of    the 
Hon.  M.  P.   Fowler,  of  Shenandoah,  Pa.      His 
connection  with  the  Reading  paper  had   lasted 
nearly    six  years   when    he   became    the    tele- 
graph    editor    of     the    Pittsburg     Coiiiinereial 
Gazette,   and    later  the   city   editor.      In    1889 
he  resigned  the  latter  post  and  became  special 
correspondent  at    Pittsburg  for  twenty-one   of 
the  leading  newspapers  of  the  United  States. 
Nearly  all  the   important  despatches  sent  out 
from    Pittsburg    that    were    published    in    the 
daily  press  of  the  country,  passed  through   his 
hands.      Considering    the    commercial    impor- 
tance of  Pittsburg,  this  was  a  position  of  great 
responsibility.       In     December,      1891,     Mr. 
Gable    became    city    editor    of    the    Pittsburg 


Times,  and  on  May  i,  1892,  the  managing 
editor.  Mr.  Gable  has  also  the  editorial 
management  of  the  Pittsburg  Daily  Xeivs,  an 
afternoon  paper  controlled  by  the  owners  of 
the  Pittsburg  Times. 


ON.  HENRY  P.  FORD,  the  Mayor 
of  Pittsburg,  was  born  at  Hudson, 
N.Y.,  October  15,  1837,  son  of 
John  and  Susan  (Carpenter)  P"ord.  During 
their  residence  in  Hudson  the  family  resided 
on  the  John  Phoenix  place.  They  removed  in 
1838  to  Clarion,  Forest  County,  Pa.,  where 
the  father  was  a  lumberman  for  a  time.  He 
came  to  Pittsburg,  and  died  there  about  1852, 
leaving  his  son  Henry  an  orphan. 

Henry  P.  Ford  received  a  good  education  in 
Pittsburg,  and  attended  different  mercantile 
colleges.  At  the  age  of  sixtee'n  he  found  em- 
ployment with  a  large  book  concern  as  book- 
keeper. By  close  attention  to  business  he 
made  for  himself  a  wide  reputation  as  an  ac- 
countant of  ability,  careful  and  exact.  His 
next  position  was  with  the  Associated  Fire- 
men's Insurance  Company,  which  he  filled 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all,  until  the  company  closed  up  its  affairs. 
He  was  next  the  head  book-keeper  of  the 
Eureka  Insurance  Company  till  1861,  when 
he  went  with  Singer,  Nimick  &  Co.,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  ten  years.  In  1871 
he  severed  his  connection  with  this  firm  to 
embark  in  business  for  himself.  On  this  oc- 
casion he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Emerson  for  the  manufacture  of  saws  at 
Beaver  Falls.  He  was  actively  engaged  in 
this  enterprise  until  1876,  when  he  sold  his 
interest,  and  became  book-keeper  for  the  Cres- 
cent Tube  Company,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  until  he  was  elected  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the   company.      In    1881    the   firm 
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became  the  Pennsylvania  Tube  Company,  with 
whom  he  remained  as  book-keeper  for  about  a 
year.  Then  illness  obliged  him  to  give  up 
business  entirely.  Owing  to  the  death  of  a 
relative  he  became  connected  with  an  exten- 
sive lumber  business.  A  disagreement  of 
partners  before  Mr.  Ford  entered  the  firm  re- 
sulted in  one  of  the  most  remarkable  lawsuits 
ever  tried  in  Pennsylvania,  in  which  many  in- 
teresting law  points  were  settled.  After 
three  years  of  litigation  the  suit  was  brought 
to  a  successful  termination,  and  Mr.  Ford 
sold  his  interest  to  other  parties.  He  has  not 
been  in  business  since  1885. 

Since  he  was  seventeen  years  old  Mayor 
Ford  has  been  interested  in  politics.  He  was 
the  youngest  man  who  has  ever  served  on  a 
School  Board  in  Pittsburg,  having  been  secre- 
tary of  the  old  Seventh  Ward  Board  when  but 
nineteen.  Afterward  he  held  a  position  on 
the  Board  for  several  years.  In  1881  he  was 
elected  to  the  Councils  from  the  Eleventh 
Ward,  and  successively  re-elected  at  the  end 
of  each  term  until  he  was  elected  Mayor,  in 
which  capacity  he  took  his  seat  in  the  city 
government  on  April  6,  1896.  Beginning  on 
April  2,  1888,  he  was  President  of  the  Select 
Council  until  he  vacated  that  office  for  his 
present  one.  He  has  been  a  trustee  of  the 
Carnegie  Library  for  some  time,  and  is  serv- 
ing on  some  of  its  most  important  committees. 
By  virtue  of  his  office  as  Mayor  he  is  now  a 
trustee  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Univer- 
sity and  a  member  of  the  Allegheny  County 
Prison  Board.  Early  in  his  career  he  was  the 
vice-chairman  of  the  Allegheny  County  Re- 
publican Committee.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  221,  F.  &  A.  M., 
since  1870,  and  he  was  secretary  of  the  lodge 
until  his  business  took  him  to  Beaver  Falls. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  Duquesne  Chapter, 
No.    193;   of  Tancred   Commandery,    No.    48; 


Syria   Temple   of   the   Mystic   Shrine;  and   of 
several  other  secret  organizations. 

In  June,  1870,  Mr.  Ford  married  Miss  Re- 
becca Gillespie,  daughter  of  John  Gillespie, 
of  Philadelphia,  an  old  and  well-known  busi- 
ness man  there.  They  have  three  children: 
Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Joseph  H.  Hunter;  Mary 
G. ;  and  Catherine  G.  No  man  in  the  city  is 
more  intimately  acquainted  with  its  needs 
and  resources  than  Mayor  Ford,  and  his  long 
experience  in  public  affairs  has  qualified  him 
amply  to  meet  every  exigency  that  may  arise 
in  the  course  of  his  administration. 


RANK  C.  WHITESELL,  of  the  firm 
Whitesell  &  Sons,  a  long-established 
and  prominent  law  firm  of  Pittsburg, 
was  born  August  14,  1852,  in  Allegheny  City, 
this  county,  son  of  the  late  Jacob  Whitesell. 
He  comes  of  an  old  and  prominent  family  of 
the  county.  His  paternal  grandfather,  George 
Whitesell,  who  acquired  the  title  of  General 
in  the  War  of  18 12,  was  a  direct  descendant 
of  Admiral  Wertz,  of  Germany.  General 
Whitesell  was  well  known  throughout  this 
section  of  Pennsylvania  as  a  benevolent  man, 
yet  of  a  resolute  character,  straightforward 
and  upright  in  all  of  his  dealings.  He  was 
very  successful  and  able  in  financial  matters, 
having  been  engaged  as  a  capitalist  for  many 
years.  The  General  was  an  active  member 
of-  the  Cross  Roads  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  he  served  as  an  Elder.  He  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years. 

Jacob  Whitesell  was  one  of  a  large  family 
of  children  born  to  his  parents.  He  was 
reared  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Allegheny 
County.  After  his  admission  to  the  bar  he 
was  engaged  in  a  general  law  practice  in 
Pittsburg  for  twoscore  or  more  years,  acquir- 
ing  a   wide   reputation   as  a    lawyer  of   skill. 
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His  death,  which  occurred  at  his  home  in 
Sewicivley,  February  2,  1884,  was  a  loss  to 
the  legal  profession.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  politics,  having  been  a  leading  member  of 
the  Democratic  party.  He  was  also  an  Odd 
Fellow.  In  the  American  Protestant  Asso- 
ciation he  took  a  foremost  position,  having 
been  Grand  Master  of  the  organization.  He 
was  deeply  religious,  belonging  to  the  Pres- 
byterian church  of  Sewickley,  of  which  his 
widow  is  still  a  member.  He  married  Mar- 
garet Neill,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Neill,  who 
was  born  and  bred  in  Belfast,  Ireland.  Emi- 
grating to  the  United  States  in  1828,  Thomas 
Neill  settled  at  first  in  Paterson,  N.J.,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  1835  he  came  to  Pittsburg,  of 
which  he  remained  a  resident  until  his  death, 
at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-five  years.  He 
was  made  a  Mason  in  Belfast  in  1825,  three 
years  before  coming  to  this  country,  and  was 
afterward  connected  by  membership  with 
Lodge  No.  45,  of  Pittsburg.  The  children  of 
the  parental  household  now  living  are  as  fol- 
lows: Frank  C,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
William  W. ,  an  attorney;  George  C.,  who  is 
the  general  agent  of  the  accident  department 
of  the  j-Etna  Life  Insurance  Company,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  and 
carries  on  a  general  insurance  business; 
Anna  and  Amelia;  and  Dr.  Hallie  W.  White- 
sell,  who  graduated  at  the  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania Medical  College  on  March  25,  1897, 
and  on  July  23  of  the  same  year  passed  the 
examination  of  the  State  Board  Medical  So- 
ciety of  Pennsylvania. 

Frank  C.  Whitesell  received  his  elementary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Allegheny, 
where  he  resided  until  i860,  going  at  that 
time  with  his  parents  to  Sewickley.  Contin- 
uing his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
place   for  a  time,    he   was  fitted   for  the   Se- 


wickley Academy,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1872.  He  began  the  study  of  law  in 
his  father's  office,  and  on  November  18,  1876, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Since  that  time  he 
has  had  an  extensive  and  successful  practice, 
belonging  to  the  firm  above  mentioned.  He 
still  continues  his  residence  at  Sewickley,  liv- 
ing with  his  widowed  mother  and  her  family. 
He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Fourteenth 
Regiment,  N.  G.  P.,  serving  on  the  staff,  and 
holding  the  rank  of  Captain.  In  politics  Mr. 
Whitesell  has  always  been  a  Democrat,  be- 
longing now  to  the  party  supporting  the  gold 
standard.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  of  the  American 
Mechanics'  Association;  of  Ionic  Lodge,  No. 
525,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Allegheny;  of  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  No.  217,  of  the  same  city;  of 
the  Allegheny  Commandery,  No.  35,  K.  T. ; 
and  of  Allegheny  Lodge,  B.  O.  P.  Elks,  No. 
339,  Allegheny.  In  1883  Mr.  Whitesell  rep- 
resented Allegheny  Commandery  in  the  grand 
Triennial  Conclave,  Knights-  Templar,  held 
in  San  Francisco  in  the  month  of  August. 
His  brothers,  William  and  George  C,  are 
also  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  being 
members  of  Ionic  Lodge  and  Allegheny  Chap- 
ter and  of  Pittsburg  Commandery,  No.  i, 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Mr.  Whitesell  was  married  August  2,  1892, 
to  Miss  Lillian  B.  Reed,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam A.  and  Elizabeth  F.  (Fleming)  Reed, 
the  nuptials  being  solemnized  in  Allegheny, 
at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Andrew  Easton,  a 
sister  of  the  bride.  The  practical,  system- 
atic, and  energetic  side  of  Mr.  Whitesell's 
character  was  shown  on  this  auspicious  occa- 
sion, when,  according  to  data  furnished,  he 
worked  on  the  day  of  his  wedding  until  three 
o'clock  P.M.,  was  married  at  four  o'clock, 
with  the  bride  partook  of  the  wedding  dinner 
at  five,  said  farewell   to  their  friends  at  six, 
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took  the  cars  at  seven,  reached  New  York  at 
nine  next  morning,  were  on  board  the  steamer 
"City  of  Paris"  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,  sailed  at  eleven,  arrived  at 
Oueenstown  the  next  Monday  morning,  were 
at  Liverpool  next  morning  at  eleven,  took  the 
midland  route  at  noon  for  London,  arriving 
there  at  six  o'clock  Tuesday  evening,  and 
were  guests  at  the  Metropole  Hotel,  London, 
at  seven  o'clock,  one  week  from  the  time  of 
starting.  After  this  they  took  a  most  enjoy- 
able trip  through  the  British  Isles,  Germany, 
and  France,  visiting  the  more  important 
points  of  interest  in  each,  and  after  an  ab- 
sence of  two  months  were  warmly  welcomed 
home  by  their  numerous  friends  and  well- 
wishers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitesell  are  the 
parents  of  two  children  :  a  bright  and  active 
little  lad  named  Frank;  and  an  infant  that 
was  taken  from  earth  "when  life  and  love 
were  new."  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitesell 
are  members  of  the  Sewickley  Presbyterian 
Church.  In  literary,  social,  and  musical 
circles  the  Whitesell  family  are  well  known, 
all  being  talented  and  musically  inclined. 


§AMES  GABBEY  TEMPLETON, 
A.M.,  D.D.S.,  Dean  of  the  Pittsburg 
Dental  College,  was  born  November 
lo,  1833,  in  the  township  of  Independence, 
Washington  County,  son  of  Alexander  and 
Margaret  N.  (Gabbey)  Templeton.  He  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  being  fifth  in  descent 
from  Alexander  Templeton,  who,  born  near 
Perth,  Scotland,  settled  in  Lifford,  County 
Donegal,  Ireland.  Alexander  Templeton 
married  a  Miss  Crawford;  and  their  son  Jo- 
seph, Dr.  Templeton's  great-grandfather,  im- 
migrated to  this  country,  settling  in  Lancas- 
ter County,  Pennsylvania.  Joseph's  son 
John,  who  located    in    Cross   Creek   township, 


Washington  County,  married  Ann  Templeton, 
of  Northumberland  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Alexander  Templeton,  a  son  of  John  and 
the  father  of  Dr.  Templeton,  was  born  in 
Cross  Creek  township,  June  7,  1806,  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town.  He  devoted  the  most  of  his  active  life 
to  farming  and  sheep-raising,  and  was  ranked 
among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  Cross  Creek. 
His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  James  Gabbey,  of 
Antietam,  Md.  Both  were  members  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church.  Their  children 
were:  John,  who  died  aged  thirteen  years; 
James  G.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Thomas 
B.,  who  died  in  the  Mount  Pleasant  Hospital, 
Washington,  D.C.,  in  1864,  and  is  buried  in 
Arlington  Cemetery;  Jane  Ann,  the  wife  of 
David  Brown  Lee,  of  Washington  County; 
Hugh  A.,  also  deceased;  Esther  M.,  the  wife 
of  John  Scott,  of  Washington  County;  Mary 
Emily,  of  whom  there  is  no  special  record; 
and  Alexander  Brown,  who  died  when  eighteen 
months  old. 

James  Gabbey  Templeton  attended  Cross 
Creek  Academy  and  Westminster  College, 
acquiring  in  those  institutions  the  solid  foun- 
dation on  which  the  superstructure  of  his 
technical  knowledge  was  firmly  established. 
During  seven  years  of  his  student  life  he 
taught  school,  reading  medicine  in  the  vaca- 
tion time.  He  subsequently  studied  dentistry 
in  the  office  of  Dr.  Sill,  now  of  New  York 
City,  and  practised  for  eight  years  in  New 
Castle,  Pa.,  in  the  meantime  attending  lect- 
ures. In  1869,  after  a  course  of  study  at 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  he  entered  the 
Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1870.  In  the 
same  year  Westminster  conferred  upon  him 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  He  remained 
in  New  Castle  until  December,  1872,  when  he 
opened   an   office   in    Pittsburg,    where   he  has 
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now  been  in  practice  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. Dr.  Templeton  lias  a  broad  knowledge 
of  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine,  and  he 
is  a  skilful  and  conscientious  dentist.  He 
keeps  in  touch  with  the  progress  of  the  day, 
and  has  few  equals  in  his  profession.  Hav- 
ing attended  meetings  of  dental  associations 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  he  is  well  known 
and  highly  respected  among  his  fellow- 
workers.  He  is  also  connected  with  several 
important  professional  organizations.  A 
member  of  the  Northern  Ohio  Dental  Asso- 
ciation, he  has  been  honored  with  election  to 
the  office  of  vice-president,  and  he  has  read 
some  interesting  papers  before  the  society. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Lake  Erie  Dental 
Association,  and  was  vice-president  and  pres- 
ident of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Dental  So- 
ciety, of  which  he  is  still  a  member.  He  was 
active  in  organizing  the  Odontological  Society 
of  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  filled  the 
president's  chair  for  some  time;  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Dental  Association. 
Dr.  Templeton  was  married  June  3,  1863,  to 
Laura  Jane,  daughter  of  Russell  Van  Orsdel, 
of  Allegheny.  She  died  March  12,  1896, 
leaving  three  children.  These  are:  Anna 
M.,  the  wife  of  Robert  S.  Smith,  of  Pitts- 
burg; Nannie  Belle,  the  wife  of  Walter  M. 
Lindsay,  attorney  of  Pittsburg;  and  Mary 
Etta.  Mrs.  Templeton  was  a  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church  of  this  city,  in 
which  the  Doctor  has  been  Ruling  Elder  for 
twenty  years,  and  for  a  long  time  the  super- 
intendent of  the  Sabbath-school. 


'AMES  JOHNSTON  PORTER,  famil- 
iarly known  as  "J.  J.,"  the  head  of 
the  firm  of  J.  J.  Porter  &  Co.,  of  Pitts- 
burg, wholesale  dealers  in  millinery  and  no- 
tions, is  one  of   the  foremost  business   men   of 


this  county.  He  was  born  October  2,  1843, 
on  a  farm  in  I^erry  County,  Ohio,  son  of  James 
M.  and  Sarah  (Orr)  Porter.  He  comes  of 
Scotch-Irish  Presbyterian  stock.  His  grand- 
father, Nathan  Porter,  a  native  of  the  north 
of  Ireland,  settled  on  a  farm  in  Cross  Creek 
township,  Ohio,  about  the  year  1800,  and 
there  spent  the  rest  of  his  life. 

James  M.  Porter  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  Ohio,  about  1S12,  and  remained  there 
until  after  his  marriage.  In  1842  he  pur- 
chased from  the  government,  at  one  dollar 
and  a  quarter  per  acre,  one  hundred  and  si.xty 
acres  of  land  in  Perry  County,  to  which  he 
thereupon  moved  his  family  and  household 
goods  in  a  covered  wagon.  His  purchase  was 
on  the  head-waters  of  Sunday  Creek,  in  the 
centre  of  the  coal  and  oil  fields  of  to-day. 
Knowing  nothing  of  the  mineral  treasures 
hidden  beneath  his  land,  he  worked  industri- 
ously to  cultivate  it,  but  he  had  gathered  only 
two  harvests,  when  he  died  in  1844.  His 
son,  James  J.,  now  owns  the  land,  holding  the 
original  patents  from  the  government.  His 
wife,  Sarah,  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Orr, 
a  Scotch-Irish  immigrant,  who  came  to  this 
country  in  1790.  A  man  of  energy  and  abil- 
ity, Thomas  Orr  was  an  officer  in  the  War  of 
18 12,  Sheriff  of  the  county  in  1S14,  and  an 
active  and  prominent  church  member.  He 
died  in  1828.  He  was  married  in  Ireland  to 
Catherine  Johnston,  who  bore  him  twelve 
children.  Mrs.  Sarah  Porter  returned  to  her 
early  home  in  Steubenville,  Ohio,  after  her 
husband's  death,  and  died  in  1866. 

James  Johnston  Porter,  the  only  son  of  his 
parents,  was  educated  in  public  and  private 
schools  in  Steubenville.  He  obtained  his 
first  ideas  of  business  in  the  store  of  G.  Scott 
&  Co.,  of  Steubenville,  dealers  in  dry  goods, 
trimmings,  and  millinery,  entering  Mr. 
Scott's   employ  in    i860.      Mr.    Scott   died    in 
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1868,  and  in  1869  a  new  firm  was  formed,  of 
which  Mr.  Porter  was  a  member.  The  name 
was  J.  H.  Hawkins  &  Co.  They  conducted  a 
successful  business  for  four  years;  and  then, 
in  1873,  two  of  the  partners,  Mr.  Porter  and 
Mr.  Donaldson,  opened  a  store  in  Pittsburg  at 
127  Wood  Street,  with  the  sign  Porter,  Don- 
aldson &  Co.  All  the  members  of  the  Steu- 
benville  house  were  interested  in  this  estab- 
lishment, and  were  soon  in  command  of  a 
flourishing  trade.  Two  years  after  opening 
the  establishment  they  moved  to  the  corner 
of  Fifth  Avenue  and  Liberty  Street.  In  the 
latter  part  of  January,  1878,  Messrs.  Porter 
and  Donaldson  sold  their  shares  in  the  Steu- 
benville  business,  and  bought  all  the  stock  of 
the  Pittsburg  store.  The  firm  name  was  then 
changed  to  Porter  &  Donaldson.  In  1882 
they  moved  into  their  present  commodious 
quarters,  Nos.  820,  822,  and  824  Liberty 
Avenue,  where  they  occupy  the  whole  of  five 
floors  and  the  basement.  On  January  i, 
1892,  Mr.  Donaldson  having  retired,  the  firm 
name  was  changed  to  J.  J.  Porter  &  Co.  -Dur- 
ing all  the  changes  in  management  and  loca- 
tion Mr.  Porter  has  been  a  leading  spirit  in 
the  enterprise,  and  much  of  its  success  is  due 
to  his  ability  and  judgment.  From  fifty  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  hands  are  now  employed 
in  the  establishment,  according  to  the  season; 
and  the  trade  embraces  a  circuit  of  three  hun- 
dred miles,  extending  into  Indiana,  Ohio,  and 
Western  Virginia. 

Mr.  Porter  was  married  December  18,  1890, 
to  Miss  Mary  Clokey,  of  Springfield,  Ohio. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  First 
United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Allegheny. 
In  the  society  he  has  been  an  Elder  since 
1883,  is  a  member  of  the  Ways  and  Means 
Committee,  and  he  has  been  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school  for  twelve  years.  In 
1883    he   was    the    treasurer   of    the   Quarter- 


centennial  Commission  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  taking  an  active  part  in  raising 
the  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  which  was 
that  year  devoted  to  missions  and  other  church 
work.  He  is  at  present  serving  on  the  Board 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 


OSEPH  HORNER,  A.M.,  D.D., 
LL.D.,  who  has  been  for  jiearly  thirty 
years  the  agent  of  the  Methodist  Book 
Concern  in  Pittsburg,  is  a  man  of  profound 
scholarship  and  pleasing  personality.  He 
was  born  in  Boroughbridge,  Yorkshire,  one 
of  the  prettiest  spots  in  England,  son  of 
Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Morrill)  Horner. 
The  father,  who  was  born  in  the  township  of 
Beadle,  Yorkshire,  was  a  first-class  mason, 
and  followed  the  business  of  contractor  and 
builder  in  his  native  land  for  some  time.  In 
1832,  with  his  wife  and  family,  he  came  to 
America,  and,  settling  in  Pittsburg,  was  soon 
in  control  of  a  prosperous  building  and  con- 
tracting business.  An  eloquent  and  zealous 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
he  acted  as  local  preacher  for  some  tinie  in  his 
native  land,  and  in  this  city  was  a  prominent 
church  member,  serving  the  society  as  class 
leader  and  in  other  capacities. 

Joseph  Horner  was  a  child  when  his  parents 
settled  in  Pennsylvania.  He  received  his 
early  education  in  a  private  school  taught  by 
Samuel  Ker,  a  noted  educator  of  that  day, 
and  he  afterward  graduated  from  Duff's  Com- 
mercial College.  Obtaining  employment 
then  as  a  book-keeper  for  the  firm  of  I.  &  A. 
Patterson,  leading  contractors  and  builders  of 
the  locality,  he  worked  for  them  six  years. 
He  then  entered  the  Western  L^niversity  of 
Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1848.-  Among  his  classmates  were 
Judge    John     H.     Bailey    and    Judge     Chris. 
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Magee;  Colonel  A.  S.  Morgan,  at  one  time 
the  commandant  of  the  United  States  Arsenal 
in  Pittsburg;  and  James  D.  Lange,  who  after- 
ward won  prominence  among  the  railroad 
magnates  of  New  York.  In  1850  Mr.  Horner 
entered  himself  as  a  law  student  in  the  office 
of  John  A.  Wills,  Esq.,  of  Pittsburg.  While 
not  taking  kindly  to  the  law,  he  showed  a 
natural  bent  for  the  ministry.  Subseciuently, 
with  the  purpose  of  following  this  calling,  he 
entered  the  Pittsburg  Methodist  Episcopal 
Conference  in  1850,  and  devoted  his  time  to 
studying  theology  and  to  writing.  At  this 
time,  stationed  at  Manchester,  now  a  part  of 
Allegheny  City,  he  acted  as  junior  preacher 
of  the  Conference,  and  he  contributed  much 
valuable  matter  to  the  local  papers  and  the 
Met/iodist  Quarterly  Revinv.  He  was  or- 
dained Deacon  in  1852  and  Elder  in  1854. 
There  were  si.x  churches  in  this  circuit,  and 
his  labors  were  shared  by  another  preacher. 
In  1S53  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Fay- 
ette Spring  Mission.  He  continued  in  active 
pastoral  work  until  1869.  In  October,  1868, 
he  was  appointed  Pittsburg  agent  of  the  Meth- 
odist Book  Concern,  and  entered  immediately 
on  his  duties.  The  office  at  that  time  was  on 
Wood  Street,  near  the  corner  of  Fourth 
Avenue.  In  April,  1869,  it  was  moved  to 
the  corner  of  Smithfield  Street  and  Virgin 
Alley;  and  the  ne.xt  move  was  in  1894,  when 
the  present  commodious  headquarters  were 
opened  to  the  public.  The  building  is  a 
handsome  eight-story  brick  edifice.  The 
first  floor  and  basement  are  devoted  to  the 
Book  Concern's  business;  and  on  the  seventh 
floor,  besides  a  chapel,  afe  the  editorial  rooms 
and  the  office  of  the  Pittsburg  Cliristiari  Ad- 
vocate, the  local  denominational  paper,  of 
which  Dr.  Charles  W.  Smith  is  the  editor. 
Mr.  Horner  has  written  and  published  many 
articles  of  interest,  always  following  an   un- 


usual vein.  His  first  production,  published 
in  the  Methodist  Q^iartci'ly  Review,  was  a 
dramatization  of  Solomon's  Song,  entitled 
"Solomon's  Song  Retranslated,  Arranged, 
and  Annotated."  Other  articles  which  at- 
tracted attention  were:  "Christianity  and  the 
War  Power";  "The  Baptism  of  Naanian,  the 
Leper, "  a  treatise  on  immersion;  "Where  is 
the  Ramah  of  Samuel?"  an  article  on  the 
birthplace  of  Jesus,  and  one  on  the  chro- 
nology of  the  infancy,  taking  up  and  refuting 
the  views  of  Renan,  the  brilliant  P'rench  in- 
fidel. Study  has  always  been  Mr.  Horner's 
luxury.  He  has  recently  given  much  atten- 
tion to  research  in  chronology  as  connected 
with  the  developments  of  modern  scholarship 
in  relation  to  the  Assyrian  monuments.  For 
twenty-six  years  he  has  been  the  treasurer  of 
the  funds  of  the  Pittsburg  Conference,  and  he 
was  a  member  of  the  General  Conference  in 
1872  and  1876.  In  the  latter  year  he  was 
secretary  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Church.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Alle- 
gheny College,  Beaver  Seminary,  and  Pitts- 
burg Female  College.  In  his  younger  days 
he  was  connected  with  a  number  of  literary 
clubs  and  societies.  He  cast  his  first  vote  in 
the  ranks  of  the  Whigs,  and  has  been  for 
many  years  identified  with  the  Republican 
party.  When  he  was  a  boy  he  took  an  active 
part  in  juvenile  temperance  work,  becoming 
interested  at  the  time  of  the  Washingtonian 
movement  in  1840. 

Mr.  Horner  was  first  married  in  June,  1853, 
to  Caroline,  daughter  of  John  McCracken, 
M.  D.,  of  Pittsburg.  The  four  children  born 
of  the  marriage  were:  Charles  S.,  a  resident 
of  this  city;  Martha  E.,  the  wife  of  George 
T.  Bushfield,  a  Pittsburg  grocer;  John  McC, 
who  died  in  1888;  and  James  Richey  Horner, 
M.D.,  of  Allegheny,  who  is  now  in  London 
making   a   special    study   of    brain    and    nerve 
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disorders.  The  mother  died  in  1863.  Mr. 
Horner  contracted  a  second  marriage  on  May 
16,  1866,  with  Margaret  Lusk,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Luslc,  of  Allegheny.  Of  the  three 
children  born  cf  this  union  two  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  other,  Joseph  T.,  graduated  from 
Western  University  in  1896,  with  the  degree 
of  E.  E.  He  is  a  member  of  the  London 
Society  of  Biblical  Archeeology. 


Ji 


R.  W.  A.  OTTO  WUTH,  senior 
member  of  the  firm  Wuth  &  Staf- 
ford, consulting  and  analytical 
chemists  at  516  Market  Street,  Pittsburg,  was 
born  in  December,  1833,  in  Wiesbaden,  Ger- 
many, son  of  Dr.  Francis  and  Wilhelmina 
(Wilhelmj)  Wuth.  His  ancestors  for  several 
generations  have  been  people  of  culture,  well 
known  in  science  and  law.  Christian  Charles 
Wuth,  his  grandfather,  who  spent  his  seventy 
years  of  life  in  Germany,  and  was  a  valued 
member  of  the  Medical  Council,  had  four 
sons.  Dr.  Francis  Wuth  died  in  the  Father- 
land in  1845,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-five 
years,  having  already  won  a  place  of  promi- 
nence in  the  medical  profession.  He  married 
Wilhelmina  Wilhelmj,  one  of  the  ten  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  seven  daughters,  of 
August  Wilhelmj,  who  was  a  lifelong  resi- 
dent of  Germany  and  for  many  years  the 
President  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Cassation. 
The  celebrated  violin  player,  Wilhelmj,  is  an 
own  cousin  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Dr.  W.  A.  O.  Wuth  is  the  only  one  living 
of  the  three  children  born  to  his  parents.  He 
received  a  collegiate  education  in  Wiesbaden, 
where  he  was  fitted  for  the  University  of 
Heidelberg,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1856.  Three  years  later  he  came  to  America 
with  the  intention  of  devoting  himself  to  the 
profession  of  chemist.      From  that  time  until 


the  latter  part  of  1864  he  was  engaged  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Salt  Company.  Resigning 
his  position  at  that  time,  the  present  firm  of 
Wuth  &  Stafford  was  formed,  and  has  since 
carried  on  an  extensive  business.  Dr.  Wuth 
has  become  well  known  in  scientific  circles, 
having  won  a  reputation  for  knowledge  and 
skill  in  his  profession,  and  being  considered 
an  authority  on  all  subjects  connected  there- 
with. Taking  an  active  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  his  adopted  country,  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Heidel- 
berg University  Society, 

The  Doctor  was  married  in  January,  1873, 
to  Miss  Camilla  B.  Barclay,  daughter  of  Josiah 
and  Jane  (Smith)  Barclay.  Two  children 
have  been  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wuth  — ■  Bar- 
clay and  Berthold —  both  of  whom  are  college 
students.  Mrs.  Wuth  is  a  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  Revolution,  her  great-grand- 
father. Colonel  Hugh  Barclay,  having  been  an 
officer  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  church, 


AMUEL  A.  PICKERING,  an  en- 
terprising furniture  dealer  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  in  the  city  of  Alle- 
gheny, June  I,  1874,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
H.  Pickering.  The  father,  a  native  of 
Blackburn,  England,  was  a  descendant  of  an 
old  English  family,  which  had  lived  in  that 
town  for  several  generations.  Having  grown 
to  manhood  in  Blackburn,  he  came  to  America 
about  the  year  1870,  and  soon  became  inter- 
ested in  the  retail  carpet  trade  in  Allegheny. 
He  afterward  moved  to  Pittsburg,  and  opened 
a  furniture  and  carpet  store  on  Penn  Avenue 
and  Tenth  Street,  where  he  did  a  large  and 
constantly  growing  business  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death  in  December,  1892.  His  five  chil- 
dren are:   Moses,  who   does   business  with    his 
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brother  Samuel;  Alice,  the  wife  of  George  E. 
House,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va. ;  Sadie,  who  is 
married  to  R.  P.  McChesney,  of  Pittsburg; 
Thomas,  now  in  Colorado;  and  Samuel  A. 
Pickering,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  for 
many  years  active  supporters  of  the  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church  of  Pittsburg. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  of  Pitts- 
burg and  Allegheny,  Samuel  A.  Pickering 
took  a  commercial  course  in  the  business  col- 
lege of  Iron  City.  Finishing  his  schooling  at 
the  age  of  seventeen,  he  entered  the  store  of 
his  father  as  clerk.  He  had  served  in  this 
capacity  only  one  year  when,  owing  to  his 
thorough  knowledge  of  business  principles, 
he  was  taken  into  the  firm.  On  the  death  of 
his  father  Mr.  Pickering  took  full  charge  of 
the  business,  and  through  his  efficient  man- 
agement it  so  increased  as  to  oblige  him  to 
erect  a.  new  store.  This  building,  which  was 
begun  in  June,  1895,  is  one  of  the  finest  of  its 
kind  in  the  city.  It  is  much  larger  than  the 
old  buildintr,  extending  one  hundred  and  ten 
feet  on  Tenth  Street  and  forty-two  feet  on 
Penn  Avenue,  and  rising  seven  stories  high, 
thus  giving  a  floor  area  of  more  than  thirty- 
two  thousand  square  feet.  The  brick  used  in 
the  construction  of  the  outer  walls  is  of  a  buff 
color,  and  the  front  is  ornamented  with  terra 
cotta  trimmings.  It  is  occupied  entirely  by 
the  business  of  Mr.  Pickering,  and  is  among 
the  largest  houses  in  the  city  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  the  furniture  line.  The  number  of 
persons  employed  in  this  store  is  over  fifty, 
while  the  yearly  sales  amount  to  nearly  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Pickering 
gives  his  entire  attention  to  his  business,  and 
it  is  owing  to  this  incessant  industry,  as  well 
as  to  his  business  ability,  that  he  has  been 
so  successful.      Few   men   of   his    years    have 


reached  so  high  a  position  in  the  business 
world.  Mr.  Pickering  and  his  mother  live  in 
the  East  End,  where  they  have  recently  built 
a  new  residence  on  Stanton  Avenue. 


RTHUR  AMEISEN,  of  the  firm  of 
Ameisen  &  Kremery,  who  conduct  an 
Austro-Hungarian  law  and  collec- 
tion business  in  Pittsburg,  was  born  at 
Cracow,  Austria,  July  25,  1870,  son  of  Leo 
and  Emily  (Mandel)  Ameisen.  His  father  is 
still  living  in  Cracow,  which  has  been  his 
home  for  many  years,  the  ancestral  residence 
being  known  as  Newsandec.  Mr.  Ameisen 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Cracow  and  in  the  gymnasium  of  St.  Ann. 
Subsequently  he  entered  the  office  of  a  news- 
paper owned  by  his  uncle,  where  he  remained 
for  about  three  years  engaged  in  editorial 
work.  During  this  time  he  became  familiar 
with  the  P'rench  and  English  languages,  both 
of  which  he  speaks  fluently.  On  May  21, 
1891,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
immediately  entered  the  Austro-Hungarian 
consular  service,  in  which  he  remained  until 
January,  1895,  working  under  Max  Schamberg, 
who  was  then  Consul.  Mr.  Schamberg  had 
been  carrying  on  an  extensive  Austro-Hun- 
garian law  and  collection  business.  This,  on 
retiring  from  the  consularship  in  1895,  he 
transferred  to  Messrs.  Ameisen  &  Kremer)', 
who  are  continuing  it  at  the  same  office 
where  it  has  been  carried  on  for  the  past 
thirty  years.  Mr.  Ameisen,  who  had  previ- 
ously become  familiar  with  the  details  of  the 
business,  has  been  able  to  carry  it  forward 
most  successfully.  He  has  fifteen  correspond- 
ents in  Austria-Hungary,  and  manages  all  the 
business  for  the  many  people  of  that  country 
who  are  settled  here.  The  work  is  conducted 
in  six  different  languages. 
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While  in  the  consular  service  Mr.  Amei- 
sen  began  reading  law,  and  was  the  first  stu- 
dent enrolled  in  the  recently  organized  law 
department  of  the  Western  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  began  his  course  of  study 
there  in  1895,  and  graduated  in  June,  1897, 
receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 
An  article  written  by  him  and  published  in 
the  Western  Uiiiveisity  Courant,  entitled 
"Suggestions  to  the  Educators  of  the  Bar," 
advocating  a  reform  and  the  enlargement  of 
the  curriculum  of  legal  studies,  attracted 
much  attention  and  favorable  comment  from 
lawyers  and  judges  throughout  the  State. 
Mr.  Ameisen  was  editor  of  the  legal  depart- 
ment of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Courant 
throughout  his  entire  course  in  the  college, 
and  conducted  it  in  a  most  able  manner. 


/^STeORGE  H.  ATKINSON,  United 
V  [5  I  States  Inspector  of  Boilers  for  the 
Pittsburg  District,  and  a  native  of 
Pittsburg,  was  born  in  November,  1S31,  on 
Penn  Avenue,  below  Fourth  Street,  son  of 
James  and  Charlotte  (Hirst)  Atkinson.  His 
grandfather,  Henry  Atkinson,  described  as  a 
"regular  Covenanter,"  thereby  implying  a 
Scotch  ancestry,  followed  farming  for  some 
time  on  Squirrel  Hill.  The  father,  who  was 
born  in  the  County  Down,  Ireland,  in  1806, 
came  with  his  parents  in  181 2  to  Pittsburg, 
when  the  place  was  a  mere  village.  He  was 
educated  here,  and  his  first  work  for  wages  was 
performed  on  the  river  steamers.  In  the  course 
of  time  he  became  captain,  in  which  capacity 
he  was  employed  for  many  years.  After  re- 
tiring from  that  occupation,  he  was  appointed 
general  agent  of  the  Citizens'  Insurance  Com- 
pany, which  position  he  held  for  thirty-three 
years,  witnessing  in  that  period  a  large  in- 
crease  in   the   business   of    the  company.      In 


politics  he  was  a  Democrat  up  to  1856,  when 
the  new  Republican  party  was  organized  here. 
His  wife,  Charlotte,  was  born  in  Chambers- 
burg,  Pa.,  daughter  of  George  Hirst,  who 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk  War, 
conducted  a  paper-mill  in  Lawrenceville, 
since  annexed  to  the  city,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  paper  makers  of  Pittsburg,  having  been 
born  near  Philadelphia  or  Darby.  She  died  at 
the  age  of  si.xty-seven  years,  leaving  a  family 
of  six  children.  Of  these  Henry  and  George 
H.  are  living.  James  Atkinson,  Jr.,  the  eld- 
est of  those  who  reached  maturity,  was  for  a 
number  of  years  superintendent  of  the  city 
water-works.  Both  parents  were  members 
of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church.  Later 
they  united  with  the  Central  Church,  in 
which  the  father  was  an  Elder. 

George  H.  Atkinson  first  attended  the  West 
Ward  Public  School,  situated  on  Ferry  Street. 
After  the  removal  of  his  parents  to  Pitt  town- 
ship now  the  Eleventh  Ward,  his  studies 
were  continued  in  the  schools  of  that  locality, 
and  later  he  became  a  pupil  of  Duquesne  Col- 
lege. Upon  leaving  the  latter  institution,  he 
was  apprenticed  with  Knapp,  Ward  &  Co., 
and  later  with  Knapp  &  Totten  to  learn 
engine  building.  Subsequently  he  went  on 
the  river  as  an  engineer,  running  boats  from 
Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans,  across  the  Gulf, 
and  to  St.  Paul  and  other  places.  When  the 
Civil  War  broke  out  he  joined  the  Missis- 
sippi squadron  of  the  northern  naval  service, 
and  was  first  assistant  engineer  successively 
on  the  ironclads  "Pittsburg"  and  "  Caron- 
delet."  After  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  in  the 
siege  of  which  he  assisted,  he  was  promoted 
to  the  post  of  chief  engineer.  He  was  in  the 
engagements  at  Fort  Henry,  Fort  Donelson, 
Island  No.  10,  Fort  Pillow,  at  Memphis  and 
Vicksburg,  and  in  the  Red  River  expedition, 
besides   many  minor  actions.      Commissioned 
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in  September  of  iS6i,  he  had  served  in  the 
war  for  more  than  four  years  when  he  was  dis- 
charged in  December,  1S65.  Soon  after  his 
return  home  he  was  appointed  under  Presi- 
dent Johnson's  administration  Inspector  of 
Steamship  Boilers  for  the  Pittsburg  District, 
the  largest  district  in  the  U'est  excepting 
those  of  New  Orleans  and  St.  Louis.  Since 
then  he  has  held  that  position  continuously, 
with  the  exception  of  two  years  during  Mr. 
Cleveland's  first  administration,  thus  being 
one  of  the  oldest  of  the  Federal  officers  in 
point  of  service,  and  practically  in  the  pay 
of  the  government  since  1861.  Mr.  Atkinson 
is  a  member  of  Union  Veteran  Legion,  No.  i, 
a  life  member  of  Washington  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  of  Duquesne  Chapter. 

In  1 86 1  ^Ir.  Atkinson  married  Rosa  M. 
Stewart.  Having  lost  her  father  when  quite 
young,  she  and  her  mother  resided  for  a  time 
with  her  grandfather,  Archibald  Kerr,  well- 
known  and  esteemed  in  Washington,  Pa.  At 
a  later  date  her  mother  came  to  Pittsburg. 
Here  subsequently  Mrs.  Atkinson  taught 
school  in  the  Seventh  Ward,  now  the  Eleventh 
Ward.  Her  parents  were  James  and  ]\Ialvina 
(Kerr)  Stewart,  both  members  of  the  Presb}'- 
terian  church  and  throughout  their  lives  ac- 
tive workers  in  that  society.  Mrs.  Atkinson 
has  been  the  mother  of  four  children.  Of 
these  two  died  in  infancy,  and  a  son,  George, 
died  when  twenty  years  of  age.  The  fourth, 
Charlotte  K.,  resides  with  her  parents.  The 
family,  which  formerly  dwelt  on  Centre 
Avenue,  now  lives  in  Park  Place  at  the  east 
side  of  Pittsburg,  the  most  beautiful  residen- 
tial part  of  the  city.  Mr.  Atkinson  attends 
and  supports  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  his 
wife  and  daughter  are  prominent  in  the  church 
work  and  devoted  to  its  interests.  In  poli- 
tics he  has  always  been  an  active  Republican, 
and  has  been  delegate  to  different  conventions. 


He  was  a  member  of  the  Grand  Central  Re- 
publican Club,  and  was  its  vice-president  dur- 
ing Lincoln's  first  campaign. 


ALTER  URE,  M.D.,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing physicians  and  a  respected  citi- 
zen of  Allegheny,  having  an  office 
at  176  Federal  Street,  was  born  September  5, 
1832,  in  Stirlingshire,  Scotland,  son  of 
Robert  and  Jane  (]\Ieikleham)  Ure.  His 
grandfather,  Walter  Ure,  as  well  as  his 
mother's  father,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Scotland.  The  latter  followed  the  occupation 
of  farmer. 

Robert  Ure,  who  was  born  in  Scotland, 
lived  in  his  native  countr}''  until  past  middle 
life.  In  1838,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and 
children,  he  emigrated  to  America,  locating 
in  Columbus,  Ohio.  A  short  time  afterward 
he  removed  to  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  thence, 
in  1841,  to  Cedar  Rapids,  la.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death  in  1849,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Jane  Meikleham,  died  in  1855. 
Both  were  deeply  religious  and  members  of 
the  Associate  Presbvterian  Church,  bringing 
up  their  family  of  six  sons  and  two  daughters 
in  the  same  faith.  Of  their  children  four  are 
now  living,  namely :  James,  a  resident  of 
Denver,  Col.;  William,  who  lives  in  Omaha, 
Neb.  ;  Walter,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; 
and  the  Rev.  David  M.  Ure,  D.D.,  of  West- 
ern Avenue,  Allegheny. 

Walter  Ure  was  a  little  lad  of  six  years 
when  he  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  with  his 
parents.  He  subsequently  obtained  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio  and 
Iowa,  much  aided  at  home  by  the  instruction 
of  an  older  sister.  In  the  fall  of  1855  he  en- 
tered Miami  College,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in    1859.     Coming  then  to  Allegheny, 
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he  studied  medicine  and  tlieology  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he  was  made 
assistant  surgeon  of  the  United  States  Volun- 
teers, a  special  rank  to  which  he  was  appointed 
by  President  Lincoln,  his  appointment  being 
confirmed  by  the  Senate.  After  serving  a  year 
he  returned  to  Allegheny,  where  he  resumed 
the  study  of  medicine;  and  in  the  spring  of 
1866  he  received  his  degree  in  the  School  of 
Physicians  at  New  York  City.  Since  that 
time  Dr.  Ure  has  been  activel}'  and  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  this  city,  where  he  has  gained  a  wide 
reputation  for  skill,  and  built  up  an  extensive 
■patronage.  In  politics  he  is  a  strong  Repub- 
lican. 

Dr.  Ure  was  married  March  15,  1887,  to 
Miss  Margaret  Grove,  daughter  of  Fred  and 
Mary  (Ray)  Grove.  Of  their  six  children 
Mary  Ray,  Frances,  David  M.,  and  Cather- 
ine Hukill  are  living.  Walter  died  July  29, 
1891;  and  Elwood,  September  15,  1893. 
The  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Ure  are  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  in  the  community,  and  are 
valued  members  of  the  Fourth  United  Presby- 
terian Church. 


WILLIAM     H. 
nent  busine 


GRAHAM,  a  promi- 
less  man  of  Pittsburg,  was 
born  in  Allegheny  City,  August  3, 
1844,  son  of  Harrison  and  Elizabeth  (Thorn- 
ley)  Graham.  His  grandfather,  William 
Graham,  an  Englishman,  who  had  been  a  sea 
captain  in  his  own  country,  was  an  early  set- 
tler in  Allegheny,  where  he  kept  a  grocery. 
William  died  while  the  Civil  War  was  waging, 
being  then  over  eighty  years  old.  Robert,  one 
of  his  two  sons,  is  now  the  president  of  the 
Bible  College  of  Kentucky.  His  other  son, 
Harrison  Graham,  with  his  wife  came  to  this 
country  from  a  locality  in  England  near 
Manchester,    in    1830,    locating    in    Philadel- 


phia. After  living  there  for  a  few  years,  they 
travelled  over  the  mountains  by  wagon,  and 
settled  in  Allegheny.  Harrison  was  a  rope- 
maker  and  a  confectioner.  He  died  in  Pitts- 
burg of  cholera  in  1854.  His  wife  is  still 
living.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Christian  church.  Of  their  eight  children 
Sarah,  Mary  J.,  William  H.,  John  B.,  Mar- 
garet, and  Harry  are  living.  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  C.  L.  Netting;  Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of 
Richard  Theophilus;  and  Margaret  is  the  wife 
of  H.  A.  Spangler,  of  Allegheny.  Harry  is 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Recorder  of 
Deeds,  Pittsburg. 

William  H.  Graham  has  passed  his  entire 
life  in  Allegheny.  When  left  fatherless  at 
the  age  of  ten,  he  was  obliged  to  withdraw 
from  school  and  go  out  into  the  world  to  earn 
his  living  In  April,  1861,  young  Graham, 
then  only  si.xteen,  enlisted  in  a  Pittsburg  com- 
pany, which,  as  Pennsylvania's  quota  was 
filled,  was  not  accepted  for  service.  Still 
determined  to  go  to  the  war,  on  learning  that 
West  Virginia  had  been  called  upon  for  a 
regiment,  the  men  composing  the  company 
chartered  a  steamer,  by  which  they  went  down 
to  Wheeling,  where  they  offered  their  services. 
They  were  accepted  for  three  years  as  Com- 
pany A,  Second  Virginia  Infantry.  It  is 
claimed  that  this  company  killed  the  first 
rebel  soldier  in  the  war.  Mr.  Graham  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  and  was  sent  to  the  West  Penn  Hos- 
pital, Pittsburg,  where  he  remained  until  con- 
valescent. Then  he  returned  at  once  to  his 
regiment.  He  fought  in  the  battles  of  Cross 
Keys,  second  Bull  Run,  Beverly,  DroojD 
Mountain,  Cloyd  Mountain,  Winchester, 
Fisher's  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  Waynesboro, 
Five  Forks,  and  in  a  number  of  smaller  en- 
gagements. After  two  years  the  regiment 
was  mounted,  and  subsequently   served   under 
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General  Averill  and  General  Sheridan.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  term  he  accepted  employ- 
ment in  the  qnartermaster's  department,  and 
was  attached  to  General  Sheridan's  headquar- 
ters during  that  dashing  general's  brilliant 
campaign  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  He  ac- 
companied Sheridan  in  his  famous  march 
across  Virginia  and  ride  around  Richmond, 
joining  General  Grant  at  Petersburg,  and 
with  his  cavalry  and  the  Fifth  Corps  of 
infantry,  he  swung  around  Lee's  flank,  and 
fought  the  decisive  battle  of  Five  Forks, 
breaking  Lee's  line,  and  capturing  Petersburg, 
compelling  the  evacuation  of  Richmond. 
During  these  operations  and  the  pursuit  of 
Lee's  army  Mr.  Graham  served  as  a  volun- 
teer aid.  While  carrying  a  message  to  Sheri- 
dan on  the  eventful  9th  of  April,  1S65,  he 
rode  out  between  the  two  lines  of  battle  to  the 
little  village  of  Appomatto.x,  and  there,  in  the 
house  of  Mr.  McLean,  had  the  rare  good  fort- 
une to  be  one  of  the  few  witnesses  of  the 
memorable  interview  between  the  two  great 
generals  that  terminated  in  the  surrender  of 
General  Lee.  After  taking  part  in  the  Grand 
Review  at  Washington  he  returned  to  civil 
life.  Upon  retiring  from  the  army  Mr.  Gra- 
ham and  H.  A.  Spangler  formed  the  firm  of 
Graham  &  Spangler,  wholesale  leather  dealers 
in  Allegheny.  This  partnership  continued 
until  1873.  Then  Mr.  Graham  became  the 
chairman  of  Mansfield  &  Co.,  Limited,  brass 
manufacturers.  He  is  also  president  of  the 
Mercantile  Trust  Company,  of  the  Mercantile 
Bank,  of  the  Eureka  Coal  Company,  and  of 
the  Central  Accident  Lisurance  Company. 

On  September  30,  1869,  Mr.  Graham  mar- 
ried Miss  Sadie  K.  Shields,  of  whose  si.x  chil- 
dren by  him  Morris  died  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen. The  others  are:  Allie,  now  Mrs.  E.  R. 
Kopp;  Talbutt  C.  ;  William  T.  ;  Lesley  S; 
and    Elizabeth    T.      Having   taken    an     active 


p;irt  in  politics,  Mr.  Graham  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council  of  Allegheny 
in  1873,  a  member  of  the  Select  Council  in 
1874,  and  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  1S75,  1876,  1877,  and  1878. 
In  1 88 1  he  was  elected  Recorder  of  Deeds  for 
Allegheny  County,  and  subsequently  served 
nine  years  in  that  office.  A  member  of  the 
First  Christian  Church,  he  has  been  a  Deacon 
for  many  years,  an  active  church  worker,  and 
a  liberal  supporter  of  the  society,  and  a  highly 
respected  citizen.  Mr.  Graham  is  also  prom- 
inent in  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


HARLES..S.  JENKINS,  the  general 
baggage  agent  in  the  Union  Station, 
Pittsburg,  is  one  of  the  oldest  rail- 
road employees  in  the  city,  and  the  oldest  in 
point  of  service  connected  with  the  Pittsburg, 
Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  Road.  He  was  born 
in  Woodstock,  Vt.,  December  8,  1832,  son  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  (Roach)  Jenkins.  His 
parents  died  when  he  was  a  child,  and  he  was 
early  thrown  on  his  own  resources.  He  was 
educated  in  Woodstock.  When  his  schooling 
was  finished  he  sought  work  in  Boston,  Mass., 
where  his  first  position  was  that  of  clerk  in  a 
restaurant.  Afterward  he  was  employed  for  a 
year  as  salesman  in  a  wholesale  fruit  store  at 
the  corner  of  State  Street  and  Merchants' 
Row.  Next  he  workeil  for  some  time  as 
packer  in  a  boot  store  in  Natick,  Mass.  In 
1848  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  and  there  fell 
in  with  twenty-five  other  tall,  broad-shouldered 
young  men  from  the  East.  In  company  with 
these  he  came  to  Pittsburg  seeking  work.  A 
contractor  named  Broad,  pleased  with  their 
appearance,  took  them  to  Middletown,  Pa., 
and  set  them  to  work  laying  the  track  of  the 
York  &  Cumberland  Railroad,  now  called  the 
North   Central    Railroad,  between    Harrisburg 
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and  Little  York.  When  that  contract  was 
finished  Mr.  Jenkins  was  employed  by  the 
same  contractor  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  running  from  Pittsburg  to  Crestline, 
Pa.,  and  from  this  city  to  Brighton.  He  was 
subsequently  conductor  of  the  construction 
train  between  Ravenna  and  Alliance,  supply- 
ing the  track  layers  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad.  After  the  road  was  com- 
pleted he  became  baggage  man,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  on  the  first  passenger  train 
from  Pittsburg  to  Cleveland  on  the  Ohio  & 
Pennsylvania  Railroad.  Appointed  train 
baggage  master  in  1S50,  he  acted  in  that  ca- 
pacity for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  the  railroad  connecting  Pittsburg  with 
Plymouth,  Ind.,  was  finished,  and  the  Ohio  & 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  and  the  Ohio  &  In- 
diana were  operated  by  the  P.  ,  F.  W.  & 
C.  R.  R.  Co.  Mr.  Jenkins  was  assigned  to  a 
train  running  through  to  Chicago  via  Plym- 
outh, Ind.,  on  the  Pee  Wee  Railroad,  now  a 
part  of  the  Vandalia  line.  When  all  the 
local  roads  were  merged  in  the  Pittsburg,  Fort 
Wayne  &  Chicago  Railroad,  he  was  given  the 
berth  of  baggage  master  at  Allegheny  City, 
and  he  remained  in  the  employ  of  the  road 
until  1877,  the  year  of  the  riot.  In  the  latter 
part  of  his  term  of  service  he  had  general 
charge  of  the  baggage  at  both  Allegheny  and 
Pittsburg.  In  1877  the  ticket  officers  and 
baggage  men  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  the 
Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  roads  were 
consolidated,  and  Mr.  Jenkins  was  installed 
in  his  present  position  at  the  Union  Station 
in  Pittsburg.  At  Haysville  he  drove  the  first 
spike  in  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Railroad, 
now  called  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago 
Railroad,  striking  it  nineteen  times;  and  he 
has  been  in  the  employment  of  that  road  dur- 
ing its  growth  from  infancy  to  maturity. 
During  his  term  of  service  the  baggage  traffic, 


which  at  first  was  slight  and  transient,  has 
grown  to  an  immense  and  constant  business; 
and  there  have  been  many  improvements  in 
the  methods  of  shipment  and  delivery.  He 
was  a  pioneer  in  the  sending  of  fish  from  Lake 
Erie  to  Pittsburg  by  rail,  at  one  time  manag- 
ing quite  a  business  in  that  line,  with  a  Mr. 
Breen  as  partner.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Relief  Association 
since  its  inception. 

Mr.  Jenkins  married  Miss  Agnes  Andrews, 
of  McKeesport,  Pa.  His  only  child,  Alice, 
is  now  the  wife  of  Thomas  Irwin,  of  Sewick- 
ley.  Pa.  In  politics  Mr.  Jenkins  favors  the 
Republican  side.  He  is  a  member  of  Pitts- 
burg Lodge,  No.  221,  F.  &  A.  M.  His  home 
is  pleasantly  situated  in  the  part  of  Pittsburg 
called  Lawrenceville. 


AMUEL  F.  COLE,  the  efficient 
station  master  of  the  Chicago  & 
Fort  Wayne  Railroad  at  Allegheny, 
was  born  in  Pittsburg,  June  9,  1845,  son  of 
John  F.  and  Elizabeth  M.  (Greatrake)  Cole. 
The  father,  who  was  born  at  Harrisburg,  and 
came  to  Pittsburg  when  a  boy,  became  the 
owner  of  steamboats  that  plied  up  and  down 
the  lower  river.  He  was  accidentally  killed 
by  the  falling  of  a  limb  of  a  tree.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth,  a  daughter  of  Joquett  Greatrake,  a 
Baptist  minister  of  French  e.xtraction,  died  in 
1883.  They  had  four  children,  namely: 
Charles  L.,  who  is  now  the  general  freight 
agent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  at  Pitts- 
burg; Samuel  F.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Casselberry,  now  of  Philadelphia; 
and  Mrs.  John  F.  Marthius,  who  resides  in 
Pittsburg.  Both  parents  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  church  on  Sandusky  Street,  Alle- 
gheny. 

Samuel  F.  Cole  was  educated  in   the  public 
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schools  of  Allegheny.  In  1869  he  went  into 
the  employ  of  the  Pittsburg,  Chicago  &  Fort 
Wayne  Railroad,  taking  the  position  of  pas- 
senger brakeman.  He  was  made  conductor  in 
1872,  and  in  1877  he  was  promoted  to  the 
post  of  station  master  at  Allegheny.  The 
business  of  the  station  master  was  at  that  time 
comparatively  light.  To-day  the  office  entails 
heavy  responsibilities.  Mr.  Cole  to-day  has 
charge  of  all  arriving  and  departing  trains,  in- 
cluding thirty  suburban  trains,  yet  no  acci- 
dent has  ever  occurred  under  him.  The  Alle- 
gheny yards  are  run  on  the  North-west  system, 
and  he  has  the  supervision  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-four  men,  who  daily  come  to  him  for 
orders,  as  Allegheny  is  the  headquarters  for 
the  trainmen  of  this  system.  In  1883,  asso- 
ciated with  others,  he  began  a  livery  busi- 
ness, which  has  rapidly  increased  in  size;  and 
they  now  own  what  is  claimed  to  be  the  larg- 
est establishment  of  the  kind  between  Phila- 
delphia and  Chicago,  comprising  four  stables 
and  three  offices.  Mr.  Cole  is  the  financial 
manager.  A  lover  of  fine  horses,  he  owns 
several  high-bred  trotters,  among  them  Harry 
Superior,  by  Superior,  who  has  no  race  rec- 
ord, although  he  has  made  2.20.  He  also 
owns  an  Electioneer  horse  of  Hambletonian 
ancestry,  reckoned  among  the  finest  and  fast- 
est at  Sewickley. 

On  September  11,  1889,  Mr.  Cole  married 
Miss  Amelia  Ihmsen,  daughter  of  C.  Ihmsen, 
of  the  Ihmsen  Glass  Factory,  S.  S.,  Pitts- 
burg. They  have  two  children  —  Elizabeth 
and  Marie.  Mr.  Cole  attends  the  Baptist 
church,  and  aids  materially  in  its  support. 


<  ••  •  > 


lALCOLM    WAYLAND    EVER- 
SON,  M.D. ,  occupies  a  high  place 
in  the   esteem  of   the   citizens  of 
Pittsburg.      He   was    born    in    Pittsburg,   De- 


cember 3,  1867,  son  of  William  H.  and  Sarah 
(Macrum)  Everson.  The  father,  who  was  a 
native  of  England,  came  to  this  country  with 
his  father  in  1835.  In  1840  the  father  and 
his  son,  under  the  style  of  Everson  &  Son, 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sheet  iron  in 
Pittsburg,  establishing  a  plant  on  Second 
Avenue,  near  the  Tenth  Street  Bridge.  They 
were  pioneers  in  the  iron  industry  in  this 
city.  In  1850  it  was  changed  to  Everson  & 
Preston,  Barclay  Preston  being  one  of  the 
partners;  and  later  it  was  Everson,  Macrum  & 
Co.  F"or  forty  years  the  house  occupied  a 
prominent  place  among  the  sheet  iron  manu- 
facturers of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Everson  being 
the  leading  member  of  the  firm  through  all 
the  changes  of  conditions.  In  addition  to  the 
plant  on  Second  Avenue  the  local  firm  oper- 
ated the  Charlotte  blast  furnace  at  Scottdale, 
and  the  sheet  iron  mill  at  Everson.  They 
had  hundreds  of  men  in  their  employ,  and 
were  powerful  factors  in  the  industrial  life  of 
the  State.  In  1889  the  Second  Avenue  plant 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  Mr.  Everson  was  a 
man  of  wide  business  experience,  sagacious 
and  able  in  the  management  oi  financial 
matters.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Marine  National  Bank,  and  its  president  for 
a  number  of  years;  and  he  was  a  director  in 
the  Allegheny  Insurance  Company.  A  zeal- 
ous Baptist,  he  was  connected  with  the  Fourth 
Avenue  Church  for  nearly  sixty  years,  from 
1837  until  the  time  of  his  death;  and  he  gave 
twenty  thousand  dollars  toward  the  erection  of 
the  present  church  edifice,  and  directed  the 
building  of  the  first  organ.  Skilled  in  vocal 
and  instrumental  music,  he  was  organist  and 
director  of  the  choir  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  died  April  11,  1896,  aged  eighty  years, 
at  the  home  of  his  son.  Dr.  Everson,  3520 
Fifth  Avenue.  His  death  was  considered  a 
great   loss  to  the  city.     Mrs.    Everson,   who, 
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born  in  Ireland,  came  to  this  country  about 
the  year  1850,  and  now  resides  with  her  son, 
Malcolm  VV. ,  reared  eight  children;  namely, 
John  O.,  B.  M.,  T.  Bissell,  William  PI., 
George  M.,  Malcolm  W.,  Charlotte  VV. ,  and 
Amelia.  John  has  succeeded  his  father  as 
organist  at  the  Fourth  Avenue  Baptist 
Church;  B.  M.  and  T.  Bissell  are  well-known 
singers;  Charlotte  W.  is  the  wife  of  J.  C. 
Thompson;  and  Amelia  is  the  wife  of  N.  G. 
Macrum. 

Malcolm  VVayland  Everson  attended  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  re- 
ceived his  degree  from  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege, Philadelphia,  in  i88g.  A  graduate  of 
one  of  the  best  medical  schools  in  the  world, 
his  training  and  his  natural  ability  combine 
to  make  him  a  most  able  and  popular  physi- 
cian and  surgeon.  Although  in  practice  but 
a  short  time,  he  has  a  large  patronage.  He 
is  surgeon  to  the  Consolidated  Traction  Com- 
pany, the  Linden  Steel  Company,  and  the 
Pittsburg  Steel  and  Iron  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Medical  Society.  In  politics  Dr. 
Everson  is  a  Republican.  He  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  order  and  to  the  Pittsburg  Country 
Club.  His  musical  talent  makes  him  a  val- 
ued guest  at  many  a  social  gathering. 


(^YLEXANDER  H.  SILVEY,  the  editor 
t^  and  publisher  of  the  Wilkinsburg  Ca// 
y'^\s\^  at  Wilkinsburg,  was  born  July  16, 
1844,  in  the  town  and  county  of  Washington, 
son  of  Adam  Silvey.  On  the  paternal  side 
he  is  of  German  descent.  His  grandfather 
emigrated  from  the  Fatherland  to  this  country 
with  a  large  family  of  children  in  the  early 
part  of  this  century,  and  spent  his  last  years 
in  Philadelphia. 

Adam   Silvey,   who   was   born    in   Germany, 


came  to  Pennsylvania  with  his  parents  when  a 
lad  of  three  years.  He  grew  to  years  of  ma- 
turity in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  there 
began  his  career  as  a  brewer.  From  there  he 
came  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  same  business  until  the  destruction  of  his 
brewery  by  fire.  He  then  removed  to  Wash- 
ington, Pa.,  where  he  was  clerk  for  the  com- 
missioners of  that  place  for  several  years. 
His  death  occurred  in  1879,  ^t  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-one  years.  He  married  Mar- 
garet Mitchell  Hamilton,  daughter  of  Robert 
Hamilton.  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  was  born  in 
Ireland,  came  when  a  young  man  to  this  State, 
settled  in  the  town  of  Washington,  and  was 
there  engaged  in  blacksmith  work  throughout 
the  rest  of  his  active  years.  Mrs.  Adam 
Silvey  was  one  of  a  family  of  five  children 
born  to  her  parents.  After  having  survived 
her  husband  two  years,  she  died  in  Washington 
in  1882,  in  the  house  in  which  her  birth  oc- 
curred seventy-nine  years  before.  Of  the  eight 
children  born  to  her,  five  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, three  are  now  living;  namely,  George  W. , 
Martha,  and  Alexander  H.  Martha  is  the 
widow  of  the  late  H.  C.  Hamilton. 

Alexander  H.  Silvey  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  until  seventeen 
years  old.  Then  he  served  a  three  years'  ap- 
prenticeship on  the  Crawford  Democrat  at 
Meadville,  under  Thomas  W.  Grayson. 
After  attaining  proficiency  in  his  trade,  he 
came  to  Pittsburg  to  take  charge  of  the  me- 
chanical department  of  the  Pittsburg  Cliristian 
Advocate,  a  position  which  he  filled  satisfac- 
torily for  thirteen  years.  In  1880  Mr.  Silvey 
embarked  in  business  for  himself.  Going  to 
the  neighboring  town  of  Braddock,  he  estab- 
lished the  Braddock  Heralds  which  he  con- 
ducted successfully  for  eight  years.  He 
founded  the  Wilkinsburg  Call  \Vi  1887,  and  in 
the  following  year  became  a  resident  of  this 
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place.  The  Call,  which  is  one  of  the  strong- 
est organs  of  the  Republican  party  in  the  vi- 
cinity, has  a  large  circulation  in  this  part  of 
the  county.  In  1893  Mr.  Silvey  erected  his 
present  office  building,  711  Penn  Avenue,  a 
handsome,  three-story  brick  structure,  with  a 
fine  stone  front. 

On  July  30,  1870,  Mr.  Silvey  married  Miss 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  John  Hamnett,  who 
was  for  many  years  a  prominent  dealer  in 
hides  and  leather  in  Pittsburg.  The  children 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Silvey  are:  Thomas,  who  is  a 
reporter  on  the  Chrojiicle-Telegraph  at  Pitts- 
burg; Charles,  who  is  a  commercial  agent  for 
the  Armstrong  Cork  Works,  located  at  I^an- 
caster,  Pa.,  and  who  married  Miss  Gertrude 
Baird,  of  Pittsburg;  Harry,  the  youngest,  who 
is  a  law  student.  Mr.  Silvey  belongs  to  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  the  Maccabees,  the  Hepta- 
sophs,  and  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Me- 
chanics. Both  he  and  Mrs.  Silvey  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  and  influential  Repub- 
lican. 


|EV.  JAMES  ALLISON,  D.D.,  was 
born  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  September  27, 
\P  V^_  ^  1823,  son  of  James  Allison,  who 
was  born  in  the  Cumberland  valley,  Pennsyl- 
vania. When  seventeen  years  old,  he  was 
brought  by  his  father  to  the  neighborhood  of 
the  Lebanon  church,  Allegheny  County,  where 
the  family  resided  for  several  years.  Then 
they  removed  to  what  is  now  known  as  Allison 
Park,  on  the  Pittsburg  &  Western  Railroad, 
nine  miles  from  Pittsburg.  His  mother  was 
a  daughter  of  George  Brickell,  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  a  district  now  included  in 
Pittsburg.  George  was  brought  from  Fort 
Redstone  to  this  place  in  1760,  when  only  si.v 
years  old ;  and  there  he  lived  until  his  death 
in  1852,  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight. 


Dr.  Allison's  father  was  of  ScotchTrish 
descent,  his  ancestors  coming  from  the  north 
of  Ireland  to  the  Cumberland  valley  between 
the  years  1729  and  1750,  that  they  might 
escape  from  the  extortions  of  the  landlords. 
Their  descendants  are  now  found  in  large 
numbers  in  different  parts  of  Pennsylvania, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  In- 
diana. The  mother  of  Dr.  Allison  was  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  German  families  that 
came  to  Pennsylvania  at  an  early  day.  Her 
father  and  uncles  took  an  active  part  in  the 
conflicts  with  the  Indians,  and  both  the  par- 
ents of  Dr.  Allison  came  of  Revolutionary 
stock. 

When  he  was  an  infant,  his  father  pur- 
chased a  large  farm  near  Bakerstown,  in  the 
northern  part  of  this  county,  where  he  passed 
his  boyhood,  beginning  at  a  very  early  age  to 
work  on  the  farm.  He  attended  first  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Then  for  a 
time  he  went  to  a  private  school  taught  by 
the  Rev.  Peter  Jones,  afterward  to  an  acad- 
emy in  Bakerstown,  of  which  the  Rev. 
Thomas  C.  Guthrie,  D.  D. ,  a  Covenanter 
clergyman,  was  principal  ;  and  for  six  months 
previous  to  entering  college  he  was  a  stu- 
dent in  an  academy  at  Hickory,  Washington 
County,  of  which  the  Rev.  John  Moore  was 
principal.  He  entered  Jefferson  College  at 
Cannonsburg,  Pa.,  in  the  autumn  of  1842,  and 
graduated  in  the  fall  of  1845.  Immediately 
afterward  he  became  a  student  of  the  Western 
Theological  Seminary,  from  which  he  gradu- 
ated in  the  spring  of  1S48,  having  been 
licensed  in  the  previous  October  by  the  old 
Presbytery  of  Allegheny  at  a  meeting  held  in 
the  church  of  Slate  Lick,  of  which  the  late 
Rev.  John  Reddick  was  then  pastor.  On 
the  Sabbath  after  leaving  the  seminary  he 
preached  to  what  was  then  the  small  church  of 
Sewickley,   on   the    bank   of    the  Ohio  River, 
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twelve  fliiles  below  Pittsburg.  He  was  at 
once  invited  to  become  "stated  supply," 
which  he  did;  and  on  the  i6th  of  October, 
1849,  ^^  ^^3s  ordained  and  installed  pastor. 
He  served  this  church  for  a  period  of  sixteen 
years,  during  which  time  two  hundred  and 
seventy-si.x  members  were  received  on  confes- 
sion of  faith  and  two  hundred  and  thirty-one 
by  certificate.  In  the  meantime  the  largest 
and  finest  house  of  worship  in  Allegheny 
County  outside    of    Pittsburg   had    been   built. 

In  February,  1864,  Dr.  Allison  resigned 
his  pastoral  charge  to  devote  himself  entirely 
to  editorial  work.  When  a  student  at  college 
he  had  occasionally  written  for  the  secular 
press,  and  soon  after  entering  the  ministry  he 
became  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  religious 
papers.  For  a  time  he  was  the  regular 
Pittsburg  correspondent  for  the  Presbyteriaji 
Banner,  which  had  been  established  in  Phila- 
delphia by  the  Rev.  David  McKinney,  D.D. 
Upon  its  removal  to  Pittsburg  and  consolida- 
tion with  the  Presbyterian  Advocate  he  be- 
came an  assistant  editor.  In  1857  he  became 
a  partner  of  the  publishers,  who  dissolved 
partnership  in  1862;  but  in  February,  1864, 
he  and  the  late  Robert  Patterson,  Esq.,  then 
a  professor  in  Centre  College,  Kentucky, 
forming  the  firm  of  James  Allison  &  Co., 
purchased  the  Presbyterian  Banner  from  Dr. 
McKinney.  Mr.  Patterson  had  studied  law 
and  been  admitted  to  the  bar,  but  for  many 
years  had  devoted  himself  to  teaching.  He 
was  a  gentleman  of  a  most  agreeable  character, 
an  earnest  Christian,  of  faultless  literary  taste, 
a  fine  scholar,  and  a  clear  and  forcible  writer. 
He  died  from  an  attack  of  paralysis  in  the 
fall  of  1888,  greatly  lamented.  To  Dr.  Alli- 
son his  death  was  a  personal  bereavement. 

The  Presbyterian  Banner,  at  the  time  of  its 
purchase  by  Messrs.  Allison  and  Patterson, 
had   only  a  small    circulation,  but   this  at  once 


began  to   increase;  and   for  many  years  it   has 
been    among    the    most    widely    circulated  and 
most  influential  religious  journals  of  the  world. 
It  is  really  the  unbroken  continuance,  though 
the  name  has  several  times  been  changed,  of 
the   Recorder,  founded   by   the   Rev.  John    An- 
drews, July  5,  1814,  at  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  the 
first    religious    newspaper,    of   the   matter   and 
style   of  such    publications   now,  published    in 
the  world.      During  all  these  years  Dr.  Allison 
has    taken   an    active   and    leading   part   in   the 
discussion  of  religious  and  ecclesiastical  ques- 
tions   and    of    matters    of    public    interest    at 
home    and    abroad.      "The    Pittsburg    Circu- 
lar," which   was  the  means  of  bringing  about 
the    reunion     of     the    old     and     new    school 
branches  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  was  sug- 
gested and  written  by  him.      In  what  is  known 
as  the    "Briggs    Controversy"    he    stood    out 
prominently  and  successfully,  always  contend- 
ing that  the  Bible  is  absolutely  infallible,  and 
for  the  interpretation  given  to   it   in   the   Con- 
fession of   Faith,  and   for  the  latter  as   inter- 
preted    by     the     General    Assembly.      In    the 
meantime    the   Presbyterian   Banner  has   been 
one   of  the   largest,   most   attractive,  and   most 
influential  of  the   religious  journals.      In  1865 
the    General    Assembly    of    the     Presbyterian 
Church  appointed   its  Committee  on  Freedmen 
for    the    evangelization    and    education    of   the 
negroes   in   the   South,  which   has   become  the 
Presbyterian  Board  of  Missions  for  Freedmen. 
Dr.  Allison  was  a  promoter  of  this   enterprise 
from    its  beginning    until    his    resignation    in 
1889;  and  for  eighteen  years  he  was   its  treas- 
urer, serving  without   compensation,  and   trav- 
elling   in    its     interests     thousands    of    miles 
through  the  South,  and   speaking  in    its  behalf 
before     Presbyteries,     Synods,     and     General 
Assemblies. 

Dr.    Allison    resides    in    Sewickley,    one   of 
the  most  beautiful   of   the    Pittsburg  suburban 
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towns.  He  has  been  married  twice.  His 
first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  August  19, 
185 1,  was  Mary  Anderson,  daughter  of  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  Allegheny  County. 
She  died  October  31,  1853,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Lizzie  Taylor  Allison,  now  the  wife 
of  Joseph  W.  Reinhart,  a  well-known  railroad 
man,  residing  in  Plainfield,  N.J.  His  second 
wife  is  Caroline  Snowden  Allison,  daughter 
of  the  Hon.  John  M.  Snowden,  a  widely 
known  and  highly  influential  citizen  of  Pitts- 
burg. He  was  married  to  her  November  6, 
1856.  The  only  child  of  this  marriage  was 
a  son,  John  M.  Snowden,  born  August  19, 
1859.  A  young  man  of  rare  promise,  John 
M.  graduated  with  honor  from  the  Western 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  entered  the  office 
of  his  father,  and  soon  gave  evidence  of  the 
possession  of  the  highest  order  of  newspaper 
ability.  Previous  to  his  death,  December  27, 
1887,  he  stood  at  the  head  of  all  the  younger 
men  connected  with  the  religious  press. 


^AMES  HARVEY  HARRISON,  an 
attorney -at-law  of  Pittsburg,  was  born 
March  6,  1S57,  in  Harrison  township, 
Allegheny  County,  son  of  John  Harrison.  He 
is  a  grandson  of  Thomas  Harrison,  who  emi- 
grated to  this  State  from  Newcastle-on-the- 
Tyne,  England,  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
present  century,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the 
first  man  who  mined  anthracite  coal  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, born  in  1812,  lived  there  until  about  ten 
years  of  age,  when  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  America.  The  first  two  years  after  their 
arrival  was  spent  by  the  family  in  Pottsville, 
Pa.  Then  they  went  to  the  eastern  part  of 
Ohio,  and  lived  there  for  a  year,  after  which 
they  came  to  Pittsburg.  John  Harrison  re- 
mained beneath  the  parental  roof-tree  until  at- 


taining his  majority,  having  been  engaged 
in  his  younger  days  in  driving  a  si.x-horse 
team  from  Pittsburg  to  Philadelphia.  He 
afterward  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  first  settling  on  what  was  then  known 
as  Grant's  Hill,  and  later  locating  on  what  is 
now  the  Fourteenth  Ward  of  this  city.  On 
one  of  the  Schenley  farms  in  Bellefiekl  he 
started  a  dairy,  which  is  still  carried  on  by 
one  of  his  nephews.  In  1855  he  removed  to 
that  section  of  the  county  that  was  then  called 
Deer  township  but  is  now  known  as  Harrison 
township,  and  there  engaged  in  farming  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  October  12,  1879. 
He  was  quite  active  in  local  affairs,  and  for 
fifteen  or  more  years  served  as  treasurer  of 
the  School  Board.  He  married  Eliza  Jane 
Sampson,  of  a  locality  that  is  now  called 
White  Ash,  this  county.  They  had  twelve 
children,  of  whom  there  are  living:  David 
H.,  Margaret,  John  Edmund,  Annie  E.,  Alice 
M.,  James  Harvey,  and  Frank  J.  Margaret 
is  the  wife  of  Joseph  B.  Beale,  of  Leechburg, 
Pa.  ;  and  Alice  M.  is  the  wife  of  H.  H.  Wray, 
of  Leechburg.  The  parents  also  adopted  an 
infant  nine  days  old,  Effie  Belle  Johnson,  who 
was  baptized  under  the  name  of  Harrison  at 
the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  they  were 
active  members. 

James  H.  Harrison  acquired  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town.  In  1873  he  entered  the  commercial 
department  of  the  Pittsburg  High  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1S74. 
During  the  following  two  years  he  taught 
school  in  Harrison  township,  in  the  mean- 
time continuing  his  studies.  Then  he  spent  a 
year  at  the  Washington  and  Jefferson  College, 
going  from  the  latter  institution  to  Lafayette 
College,  from  which  he  received  his  diploma 
in  1 88 1.  In  November  of  that  year  he  regis- 
tered as  a  law  student  in  the  office  of  Bruce  & 
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Negley,  and  on  January  5,  1884,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  He  continued  in  the  office  of 
Messrs.  Bruce  &  Negley  until  the  following 
April,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  the 
late  Samuel  C.  Sawyer,  and  under  the  name  of 
Sawyer  &  Harrison  was  successfully  engaged 
in  business  until  the  death  of  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  in  February,  1890.  With  the 
exception  of  a  vary  brief  time  Mr.  Harrison 
has  since  conducted  his  business  alone.  He 
has  an  extensive  practice,  which  is  largely 
confined  to  the  insurance  business,  being  a 
solicitor  for  a  number  of  prominent  compa- 
nies. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  married  June  iS,  1884, 
to  Miss  Lulu  B.,  daughter  of  George  M. 
Alexander,  of  this  city.  Of  their  four  chil- 
dren Annie  VVray,  the  first-born,  died  after 
living  three  and  one-half  years.  The  others 
are:  George  A.,  Harvey  Taylor,  and  Donald 
I.  Politically,  Mr.  Harrison  is  a  strong  ad- 
vocate of  Republican  principles.  He  was 
made  a  Mason  in  1S88  at  the  Hailman  Lodge, 
No.  321,  of  which  he  is  Past  Master  by  ser- 
vice; and  he  is  a  member  of  Pittsburg  Chap- 
ter, No.  268.  Religiously,  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Tabernacle  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  he  was  trustee  and 
treasurer. 


-OHN  A.  WILLIAMS,  M.D.,  a  rising 
physician  of  Esplen  Borough,  was  born 
on  a  farm  in  Fallovvfield,  Washington 
County,  October  23,  1867,  son  of  Harvey  and 
Amanda  (Burkett)  Williams.  Hull  Will- 
iams, the  Doctor's  grandfather,  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Washington  County,  and 
cleared  one  of  the  first  farms  there.  Harvey 
was  born  in  Fallowfield,  and  is  still  living 
there,  industriously  occupied  in  farming.  He 
is  a  steward  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,    and    is   active    in    the    Sunday-school 


work.  Also  interested  in  public  education, 
he  is  school  director  for  his  district.  His 
wife  is  now  deceased.  A  sketch  of  her  fam- 
ily history  may  be  found  in  the  life  of  Dr. 
A.  H.  Burkett.  She  was  the  mother  of  two 
children,  of  whom  the  Doctor  alone  reached 
maturity. 

John  A.  Williams  was  sent  to  the  public 
schools.  Later  he  attended  the  Normal 
School  at  California,  Pa.,  graduating  there- 
from in  1880.  He  then  taught  for  several 
winters  as  principal  in  different  schools,  and 
was  at  the  same  time  reading  medicine.  In 
1889  he  entered  the  West  Pennsylvania  Medi- 
cal College,  now  the  medical  department  of 
the  Western  Ll^niversity  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1S92,  having  taken 
a  three  years'  course  of  lectures.  He  was 
awarded  honors  for  his  examination  and  gen- 
eral standing,  and  was  chosen  class  president. 
He  located  for  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Esplen  Borough  on  River  Avenue,  where 
he  has  since  acquired  a  lucrative  practice  and 
a  reputation  for  unusual  skill  and  ability  in 
his  profession.  His  general  practice  includes 
much  surgical  work  for  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake 
Erie  Railroad  Company,  to  which  he  is  assist- 
ant surgeon,  and  for  the  factories  of  McKee's 
Rocks.  Another  part  of  his  practice  is  fur- 
nished by  his  duties  in  the  capacities  of  medi- 
cal examiner  for  the  Brotherhood  of  Railroad 
Trainmen,  and  physician  to  the  Board  of 
Health.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Medical  Society,  before  which  he  has 
read  papers  treating  of  medical  subjects,  and 
of  the  State  Medical  Association. 

On  March  16,  1893,  the  Doctor  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Rosa  Blankenbuehler, 
of  Washington  County,  a  daughter  of  a  farmer 
residing  near  the  Doctor's  early  home.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Williams  have  one  son,  Herbert 
Lawson   Williams,    born   July  28,   1S94.      The 
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Doctor  is  associated  with  Pittsburg  Lodge, 
No.  4S4,  F.  &  A.  M.;  with  Shiloh  Chapter, 
No.  257;  with  Alfaretta  Lodge,  Knights  of 
Pythias;  and  with  the  Maccabees  and  the 
Royal  Society  of  Good  Fellows.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  but  never  an  aspirant  for 
political  honors.  He  is  a  member  as  well  as 
the  physician  of  the  Board  of  Health, 


61  HOMAS  LAWRENCE  DISQUE,  M.D., 

(J  I  a  bright,  intelligent  young  physician 
of  Pittsburg,  was  born  in  Allegheny, 
June  17,  1S70,  son  of  Henry  Disqiie.  Henry 
Disque,  Sr. ,  his  paternal  grandfather,  born  in 
Bavaria,  Germany,  January  2,  181 7,  was  a  de- 
scendant of  a  French  family,  presumably  of 
Normandy,  that,  with  thousands  of  other 
Huguenots,  fled  from  their  native  land  to 
German  soil  at  the  time  of  the  revocation  of 
the  Edict  of  Nantes.  Having  acquired  a 
practical  education  in  the  schools  of  Germany, 
the  grandfather  emigrated  to  America  in  1837, 
and  afterward  for  a  time  worked  in  New  York 
City.  Removing  from  there  to  Belmont 
County,  Ohio,  he  there  purchased  a  tract  of 
unimproved  land,  and  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing most  successfully  until  his  retirement 
from  active  pursuits.  He  is  now  spending 
the  closing  years  of  his  life  in  comfort  and 
contentment,  being  a  hale  and  hearty  man  for 
one  of  his  years,  and  in  the  full  possession  of 
his  faculties.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Pfeffer,  bore  him  eight  children,  of 
whom  six  attained  maturity. 

Henry  Disque,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  New 
York  City  and  lived  there  for  a  few  years, 
went  with  his  parents  to  Belmont  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  afterward  reared  on  a 
farm.  After  receiving  his  education  in  an 
academy,  he  came  in  i860  to  this  county,  lo- 
cating in  Allegheny.      For  twelve  years  there- 


after he  was  in  the  store  of  the  late  J.  P. 
Fleming,  of  whom  he  learned  the  drug  busi- 
ness. He  was  next  employed  in  the  capacity 
of  travelling  salesman  for  a  wholesale  drug 
house  in  Pittsburg,  and  later  became  manager 
of  the  wholesale  drug  trade  now  carried  on  by 
the  Walther,  Robertson  Drug  Company,  of  this 
city.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics, 
but  takes  no  active  part  in  local  or  national 
affairs.  On  June  15,  1869,  he  married  Miss 
Jean,  daughter  of  John  Lawrence,  formerly  of 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  but  later  of  Allegheny. 
They  have  two  children  —  Thomas  Lawrence 
and  Mary  M. 

Thomas  Lawrence  Disque  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Allegheny 
and  under  the  instruction  of  private  tutors. 
He  then  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the 
same  place,  reading  in  the  office  of  Walter 
Ure,  M.D.  Subsequently  he  entered  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1892.  For  the 
remainder  of  that  year  and  a  part  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  house  physician  at  the  col- 
lege. In  1894  he  took  a  thorough  course  at 
the  New  York  Post-graduate  Medical  School, 
afterward  spending  a  year  or  more  as  assistant 
physician  at  the  Pittsburg  City  Home  and 
Hospitals  at  Marshalsea,  gaining  an  experi- 
ence that  has  proved  of  inestimable  value  to 
him  in  his  professional  career.  In  1895  Dr. 
Disque  opened  an  office  in  Pittsburg,  where 
lie  is  rapidly  building  up  a  splendid  practice, 
his  professional  knowledge  and  ability  being 
recognized  by  his  medical  brethren  as  well  as 
by  the  community.  He  is  specially  interested 
in  clinical,  microscopy,  and  chemistry,  and 
does  considerable  work  in  that  line  for  other 
physicians.  He  is  demonstrator  of  pathology 
in  his  Alma  Mater.  Dr.  Disque  is  a  member 
of  the  Allegheny  County  Medical  Society  and 
of   the    Western    Pennsylvania    Alumni    Club, 
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a  scientific  association.      In  politics   he    is   an 
adherent  of  the  Republican  party. 


(bjj  HOMAS  D.  BURLEIGH,  now  living  in 
pjl  retirement  at  227  Oakland  Avenue, 
Pittsburg,  after  a  long  and  active  busi- 
ness career,  was  born  January  10,  1825,  in 
Wakefield,  N.H.,  son  of  Jonathan  Burleigh,  Jr. 
Jonathan  Burleigh,  Sr. ,  the  paternal  grand- 
father of  Thomas  D.,  was  a  pioneer  farmer  of 
Wakefield.  The  father,  who  was  born  in 
Wakefield  in  1790,  followed  the  sea  for  some 
years  in  his  early  life.  Thereafter  he  was 
successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  in 
his  native  town  until  his  death  in  1862.  He 
was  twice  married.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Miss  Char- 
lotte Wyatt,  he  married  Miss  Lydia  Copp, 
daughter  of  William  Copp,  one  of  the  fore- 
most farmers  of  Tuftonboro,  N.H.,  and  a  man 
of  considerable  wealth  for  those  days.  She 
was  born  December  16,  1798,  and  died  March 
2,  1 88 1.  She  had  seven  children,  born  as  fol- 
lows: Elizabeth,  January  11,  1822;  William 
C,  July  28,  1823;  Thomas  D.,  January  10, 
1825;  Belinda  E.,  July  25,  1827;  Charlotte 
A.,  January  17,  1829;  Mary  A.,  October  6, 
1832;  and  Ellen  R.,  June  13,  1836.  Both 
parents  were  members  of  the  Baptist  church. 
The  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of   1812. 

Thomas  D.  Burleigh  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  Wakefield.  He  remained 
on  the  homestead  until  twenty-five  years  old, 
when  he  went  to  Boston,  where  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  at  spike-making,  which  he 
afterward  made  his  business.  He  remained 
for  five  years  as  foreman  of  the  shop  in  which 
he  learned  his  trade.  Then  he  went  to  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  where  he  was  successfully  engaged 
in  the  same  employment  until  the  early  part 
of  1861.      He  was  visiting  old  friends  in   New 


Hampshire  at  the  outbreaking  of  the  late  Re- 
bellion. Instead,  of  returning  to  Richmond, 
he  spent  the  following  year  in  his  native 
town.  In  1862  Mr.  Burleigh  accepted  a  situ- 
ation with  the  firm  of  Dilworth,  Porter  &  Co., 
of  Pittsburg,  and  remained  with  them  until 
January  i,  1889,  as  superintendent  of  their 
factory,  a  most  responsible  position,  having  a 
large  number  of  men  under  him.  Then,  leav- 
ing his  home  on  Carson  Street,  he  went  to 
East  St.  Louis,  111.,  being  there  employed  in 
the  same  capacity  and  the  same  business  by 
T.  A.  Meisenberg  &  Co.  until  two  or  three 
years  after  the  big  flood  of  1892.  On  Janu- 
ary I,  1895,  Mr.  Burleigh  returned  to  Pitts- 
burg, and,  buying  his  present  large  brick 
house,  has  since  resided  here,  being  one  of  its 
most  respected  citizens.  In  politics  he  affili- 
ates with  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  to  official  honors. 

On  February  27,  1853,  Mr.  Burleigh  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  L.  Cook,  who  was  born  Janu- 
ary 4,  1828,  in  Friendship,  Me.,  and  died 
January  19,  1893,  in  Pittsburg.  She  was  a 
woman  of  most  estimable  character,  beloved 
by  all,  and  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  of  which  Mr.  Burleigh  is  a 
regular  attendant  and  a  liberal  supporter. 
Their  children  were:  Clarence,  Willie  T. , 
and  Minnie  M.  Minnie,  who  was  born  May 
12,  1870,  is  a  hospitable  housekeeper  for  her 
father.  Clarence,  born  December  20,  1853, 
is  a  talented  member  of  the  legal  profession, 
and  has  recently  been  elected  City  Attorney 
of  Pittsburg.  Prior  to  this,  for  four  and  one- 
half  years  he  was  District  Attorney,  in  which 
capacity  he  tried  the  Homestead  riot  cases. 
Willie,  born  September  22,  1862,  is  now  a 
well-known  physician  of  the  South  Side.  He 
married  Miss  Selma  S.  Sorg,  and  they  have 
two  children  —  Lorna  and  Thomas  D. — the 
latter  being  named  for  his  grandfather. 
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(^l;7;MITH  ARCHIBALD  JOHNSTON, 
*vS  an  attorney-at-law  of  Pittsburg,  was 
born  in  Hopewell  township,  Beaver 
County,  July  i8,  1839,  son  of  Archibald  and 
Mary  (Mackrell)  Johnston.  His  grandfather, 
James  Johnston,  who  was  born  in  the  County 
Antrim,  Ireland,  came  to  this  country  in  1822, 
settling  at  Bower  Hill,  now  a  station  on  the 
Chattier  Valley  Railroad.  Here  he  purchased 
a  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  1830. 
Then  he  moved  to  a  farm  in  the  township  of 
Hopewell,  on  which  he  spent  the  rest  of  his 
life. 

Archibald  Johnston's  father  was  born  in  the 
County  Antrim,  Ireland,  April  i,  1810.  He 
was  a  boy  of  twelve  when  his  father  brought 
him  to  this  country,  and  he  grew  to  manhood 
in  Pennsylvania.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
began  to  learn  the  machinist's  trade  with 
Evans  &  Co.,  of  Pittsburg.  After  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  seven  years,  he  was  engaged 
as  an  engineer  on  a  river  steamboat  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  In  the  meantime  he 
purchased  the  farm  of  Dr.  James  Rodgers  in 
Beaver  County,  adjoining  that  of  his  father, 
and  there  spent  his  last  days.  He  was  not 
an  enthusiastic  politician,  but  he  favored  the 
Whig  and  afterward  the  Republican  party; 
and  he  voted  for  Fremont  at  the  time  of  his 
nomination.  His  death  occurred  April  11, 
1S82.  He  was  married  on  his  twenty-first 
birthday  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  Mack- 
rell, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  County 
Derry,  Ireland.  Mr.  Mackrell,  who  was  then 
a  widower,  came  to  this  country  with  his 
daughter  when  she  was  sixteen  years  old,  and 
settled  in  Pittsburg.  After  her  marriage  he 
lived  with  her  until  1S40,  the  year  of  his 
death.  She  and  her  husband  were  members 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  si.xof  whom 
attained    maturity,    namely:    James,    now   de- 


ceased; Agnes,  the  widow  of  Stephen  Lawson, 
of  Shousetown,  Pa. ;  Smith  Archibald,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Marshall,  a  resident 
of  Pittsburg;  Sarah  E.,  deceased,  who  was 
the  wife  of  'William  Springer,  of  this  city; 
and  Thomas  D.,  also  of  Pittsburg. 

Smith  Archibald  Johnston  acquired  his 
rudimentary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Hopewell.  Afterward,  in  1851  and  1852, 
while  boarding  with  an  aunt  in  Pittsburg,  he 
attended  the  Ralston  School  in  this  city. 
Subsequently  he  took  a  course  in  a  private 
school  in  Scottsville,  Beaver  County,  and  then 
entered  Beaver  Academy,  at  that  time  a  noted 
institution  of  learning,  presided  over  by  Dr. 
Mateer,  since  a  missionary  in  India.  In  his 
eighteenth  year  he  engaged  in  the  profession 
of  teacher  in  Logstown,  Beaver  County,  Pa., 
where  he  remained  about  twelve  months. 
Then  he  taught  for  a  year  at  Coraopolis,  for 
two  years  in  Green  Tree  Borough,  and  for  two 
years  in  West  Liberty  Borough.  While  so 
employed  he  was  entered  as  a  law  student  in 
the  office  of  Nathaniel  P.  &  G.  L.  B.  Fetter- 
man,  of  Pittsburg.  Registered  on  April  20, 
i860,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  July  18, 
1863.  Knowing  that  a  young  lawyer  could 
expect  but  a  limited  patronage,  with  a  precari- 
ous income,  he  took  charge  of  his  old  school 
in  Green  Tree  Borough,  devoting  his  spare 
time  to  such  legal  matters  as  his  neighbors 
brought  him.  After  a  time  he  was  obliged  to 
engage  the  assistance  of  his  cousin,  Henry  C. 
Mackrell,  now  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  who  had 
been  admitted  to  the  bar  two  years  before  Mr. 
Johnston,  for  the  business  demanding  attention 
during  school  hours.  On  December  i,  1S63, 
having  resigned  his  school,  he  opened  an 
ofifice,  with  his  cousin  as  colleague;  and  the 
firm  of  Mackrell  &  Johnston  managed  a  fair 
practice  for  two  years.  Mr.  Johnston  was 
then  alone  until  April,  1869,  when  James  P. 
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Johnston  (no  relation)  became  his  associate. 
The  partnership  of  Johnston  &  Johnston  was 
in  existence  until  1872.  Then  Mr.  Smith  A. 
Johnston  was  associated  for  five  years  with 
Charles  S.  Fetterman  and  J.  B.  Flack,  under 
the  style  of  Fetterman,  Johnston  &  Flack. 
Mr.  Flack  retired  first,  and  then  Mr.  Fetter- 
man, who  was  appointed  to  the  bench.  The 
latter,  however,  resumed  his  relations  with  Mr. 
Johnston  after  nine  months;  and  their  subse- 
quent association  lasted  until  1882,  when  it 
was  dissolved.  Mr.  Johnston  was  ne.\t  asso- 
ciated with  his  brother,  Marshall  Johnston, 
until  February,  1894,  since  which  time  he  and 
his  son,  Charles  M.,  have  practised  together 
under  the  firm  name  of  S.  A.  &  Charles  M. 
Johnston.  They  have  an  e.xtensive  and  lucra- 
tive business,  including  all  kinds  of  civil 
practice.  In  addition  to  his  legal  work  Mr. 
Johnston  attends  to  extensive  mining  interests 
in  Te.xas,  where  he  spent  a  large  part  of  1895. 
Mr.  Johnston  has  been  the  president  of  the 
San  Carlos  Coal  Company  since  its  organiza- 
tion, and  was  active  in  establishing  both  that 
and  the  Rio  Grande  &  Northern  Railroad 
Company.  The  railroad,  the  first  enterprise 
of  the  kind  in  that  section  of  the  country, 
includes  a  line  connecting  Chispa,  on  the 
Southern  Pacific  Railway  in  Jeff  Davis 
County,  and  San  Carlos  in  Presidio  County. 
The  coal  is  bituminous,  and  finds  a  ready 
market  near  the  mines.  Mr.  Johnston  is  an 
active  Republican,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to 
a  number  of  party  conventions.  He  repre- 
sented the  Fifth  Ward  of  Allegheny  in  the 
Common  Council  four  years,  from  1S74  to 
1878;  and  he  was  in  the  Pittsburg  Common 
Council  from  1882  to  1884,  serving  on  the 
Water  Commission  and  on  the  Committees 
on  Pavements  and  Wooden  Buildings.  He 
was  made  a  Mason  in  St.  John's  Lodge  No. 
219,   of   Pittsburg,    and   belongs   to   Duquesne 


Chapter;  he  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Amer- 
icus  Club;  Past  Master  Workman  of  Centre 
Avenue  Lodge,  No.  124,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  which 
he  has  represented  in  the  Grand  Lodge;  and 
he  belongs  to  the  Order  of  the  Golden  Chain 
and  to  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order.  An  ac- 
complished linguist,  he  speaks  German  espe- 
cially well.  In  1878  he  spent  three  months 
in  Europe,  visiting  the  Paris  Exposition  and 
points  of  interest  in  England  and  France. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  married  December  25, 
i860,  to  Julia,  daughter  of  William  Burtt,  of 
Green  Tree  Borough.  Her  uncle,  Andrew 
Burtt,  who  was  the  author  of  Burtt's  Gram- 
mar and  the  principal  of  the  Ralston  School 
from  1852  to  1883,  was  considered  a  very  su- 
perior teacher.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnston  have 
had  four  children  —  Andrew  Burtt,  Charles 
M.,  Howard  Fetterman,  and  Mary  M.  An- 
drew Burtt  died  September  22,  1894,  aged 
thirty-two  years.  Mary  M.  died  in  infancy. 
Charles  M.  Johnston  studied  law  with  his 
father,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Septem- 
ber, 1890.  The  other  son,  Howard  F.,  was 
admitted  to  the  Texas  bar  at  El  Paso,  and  is 
at  present  secretary  of  the  Rio  Grande  & 
Northern  Railroad.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnston 
are  members  of  the  Smithfield  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 
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EORGE  D.  McMORRAN,  the  cash- 
V^^^T  ier  of  the  Mercantile  Bank  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  in  Allegheny  County, 
January  9,  1854,  son  of  Alexander  and  Cath- 
erine (Moore)  McMorran.  The  father,  who  is 
a  native  of  Ireland  and  a  stone  mason  by 
trade,  more  than  fifty  years  ago  came  to  Alle- 
gheny County,  where  he  at  first  worked  at 
masonry  and  quarrying.  Afterward  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  in  Allegheny  County. 
He   is  now  retired,   and   resides  at   Etna,    Pa. 
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His  wife,  who  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church,  has  had  eleven  children. 
George  D.  McMorran  was  brought  up  on  his 
father's  farm.  After  receiving  his  education 
at  the  Sharpsburg  Academy,  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  and  followed  it  for  three 
years.  An  injury  then  received  by  a  fall 
made  him  an  invalid  for  a  year.  Upon  his 
recovery  he  taught  school  for  several  years. 
In  1 88 1  he  entered  the  Merchants'  and  Manu- 
facturers' National  Baniv  of  Pittsburg  as  a  mes- 
senger. From  this  position  in  the  course  of 
time  he  rose  to  that  of  assistant  teller.  After 
ten  years  spent  with  this  bank  he  was  elected 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Mercantile  Trust 
Company.  Two  years  later  he  became  the 
treasurer  and  assistant  secretary  and  also  the 
cashier  of  the  Mercantile  Bank,  which  posi- 
tion Mr.  McMorran  now  fills.  On  October  3, 
1882,  he  married  Miss  Sadie  M.  Brickell, 
daughter  of  William  and  Lavinia  Brickell. 
Of  their  five  children  one  died  in  infancy. 
Charles  C.  Norman  is  also  deceased.  The 
others  are:  Eva,  May,  and  William  G.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McMorran  are  members  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican;  and  he  has  been  Council- 
man of  the  borough,  president  of  the  Council, 
and  he  is  a  director  of  the  School  Board  at 
Sharpsburg,  where  he  resides. 


OHN  WEST  OLDSHUE,  M.D.,  a  skil- 
ful physician  of  Pittsburg,  is  also  a 
native  of  the  city.  He  was  born  Au- 
gust 31,  1848,  son  of  Dr.  Lincoln  and  Martha 
Ann  (West)  Oldshue.  The  grandfather,  Colo- 
nel John  Oldshue,  was  a  war  officer,  and 
known  for  his  great  vocal  power.  His  wife 
was  a  Lincoln  and  a  relative  of  the  martyred 
President. 


Dr.  Lincoln  Oldshue,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  Ashland,  Ohio,  December  S,  1820,  was  a 
teacher  for  some  years  in  Ohio  and  Indiana. 
He  obtained  his  medical  education  at  the 
Central  Medical  College  of  New  York,  gradu- 
ating with  the  class  of  1839.  Soon  after  he 
came  to  Pittsburg,  and  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  which  he  followed  here  until 
his  death  in  1886  after  many  years  of  con- 
scientious toil.  A  scholarly  man,  he  devoted 
considerable  time  to  literary  work  on  medical 
subjects.  The  highest  compliments  have 
been  given  him  for  his  work  entitled  "  Urino- 
Pathology. "  He  was  the  first  professor  to 
lecture  on  that  subject  in  any  college  in  the 
United  States.  Some  of  his  inferences  proved 
prophetic.  When  an  old  man  and  almost 
paralyzed,  he  loved  to  talk  to  young  men  of 
what  they  might  live  to  see,  such  as  commu- 
nication by  speaking  over  long  distances,  send- 
ing messages  by  means  of  pneumatic  tubes, 
which  were  then  looked  upon  as  wild  vagaries, 
but  are  now  realized.  He  was  the  first  man 
in  this  part  of  the  country  to  refine  oil,  carry- 
ing it  on  in  the  basement  under  his  office. 
He  was  constantly  engaged  in  chemical  exper- 
iments. In  his  daily  life  he  was  a  man  of 
exemplary  habits,  using  neither  liquors  nor 
tobacco.  He  was  chairman  of  the  first  meet- 
ing held  in  behalf  of  the  Virginia  &  Charles- 
ton Railroad,  and  the  first  subscriber  to  the 
enterprise.  The  Castle  Shannon  Railroad 
Company  purchased  forty-six  acres  of  coal 
from  him,  for  which  they  paid  forty  thousand 
dollars  cash.  The  land  is  still  owned  by  his 
heirs.  His  wife,  Martha  Ann,  bore  him  eight 
children,  namely:  Thomas  L.  Oldshue,  M.D., 
who  practised  in  Pittsburg,  and  died  June  3, 
1877;  John  West,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Anna  Louisa,  the  wife  of  C.  E.  Owens,  a  civil 
engineer  and  attorney;  Martha  Agnes,  the 
wife   of   W.    C.    Stillwagen;    Ida    Helen,    the 
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wife  of  Frederick  Robert  Shaw,  a  resident  of 
East  Pittsburg;  Mary  and  Frances  Josephine 
Elizabeth,  both  deceased;  and  James  Alfred, 
who  was  police  surgeon  in  Pittsburg,  and  died 
in  1890. 

John  West  Oldshue,  the  oldest  living  son 
of  Dr.  Lincoln  Oldshue,  attended  Georgetown 
College,  District  of  Columbia,  which  he  left 
to  engage  in  practice.  He  also  took  a  full 
course  in  the  Philadelphia  University  of  Med- 
icine and  Surgery,  graduating  therefrom  in 
1 87 1.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  in  part- 
nership with  his  father,  and  he  has  followed 
practically  in  the  same  lines.  He  is  a  natural 
artist,  and  has  done  creditable  work  in  both 
oil  and  pencil.  In  politics  he  is  a  Sound 
Money  Democrat;   in  religion,  a  Catholic. 


IIARLES  SHIRAS  SCOTT,   D.D.S., 

I         a  widely-known  dentist   of  Allegheny 

,^ ^  County,       located      at      628       Penn 

Avenue,  Pittsburg,  has  a  very  large  practice 
in  all  kinds  of  dental  work.  He  was  born 
in  the  neighboring  city  of  Allegheny, 
July  17,  1843,  son  of  the  late  Dr.  John  and 
Margaret  (Sloan)  Scott,  being  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  one  Hugh  Scott,  who  came  to  this 
country  from  Northern  Ireland  in  1670.  The 
father,  born  April  13,  1808,  in  Washington, 
Pa.,  from  his  early  manhood  was  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  being  the 
pioneer  dentist  of  Pittsburg,  where  he  opened 
an  office  in  1839.  From  that  time  until  his 
retirement  in  1875  he  labored  successfully  in 
this  city,  building  up  a  large  and  lucrative  pa- 
tronage. He  was  highly  esteemed  as  a  man 
and  a  citizen,  having  spent  fourscore  years  of 
earthly  life  in  honored  usefulness.  Of  the 
several  children  born  to  him  and  his  wife,  five 
died  of  scarlet  fever  within  the  brief  period  of 
twenty-three    days.       Two   of    the  family   are 


still  living,  namely:  Dr.  Charles  S.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  and  Alice  B.,  now  Mrs. 
Major  Daniel  G.  Cash,  of  Duluth,  Minn. 

Charles  S.  Scott  was  educated  at  Caton's 
Boarding  School  and  at  Western  University, 
being  graduated  from  the  latter  in  1859.  At 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil  War  he  re- 
sponded to  the  call  for  volunteers,  enlisting  in 
the  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry, 
Company  I,  and  was  mustered  into  service  at 
Harrisburg,  April  25,  1861.  After  serving  a 
three  months'  term,  chiefly  in  Maryland,  he 
re-enlisted  February  20,  1S62,  in  Company 
A,  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Reserves.  With  his 
regiment  he  was  in  the  Peninsular  Campaign, 
and  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness. Shortly  after  the  latter  engagement  he 
was  prostrated  by  typhoid  fevdr,  when  he  was 
taken  to  Philadelphia  to  the  hospital.  A  few 
weeks  later  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Convalescent 
in  Washington,  where  he  spent  the  winter. 
In  March,  1864,  he  rejoined  liis  company, 
and  served  the  remainder  of  his  full  three 
years,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge 
April  20,  1865.  In  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness he  received  his  only  wound,  which  was 
caused  by  a  shot  in  the  side.  Returning  from 
the  army  to  Pittsburg,  he  was  engaged  in  den- 
tistry with  his  father  for  two  or  more  years. 
In  1867  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  was 
connected  for  a  like  period  with  a  revenue 
and  grand  collective  agency.  He  again  re- 
turned to  the  city  of  his  birth,  and  here  re- 
sumed his  professional  work,  in  which  he  has 
since  established  such  an  enviable  reputation 
for  skill  and  superior  workmanship.  During 
the  first  few  years  of  his  professional  career 
Dr.  Scott  had  a  serious  time  in  his  efforts  to 
secure  patients,  going  from  house  to  house, 
earning  but  a  precarious  living.  His  skill, 
however,  finally  truimphed,  and  his  practice 
reached  such   dimensions  that   his  office  was  a 
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necessity  by  the  time  it  was  opened.  Dr. 
Scott  has  prepared  an  unfailing  remedy  for 
ulcerated  and  diseased  teeth,  thereby  preserv- 
ing instead  of  extracting  them.  From  promi- 
nent dentists  in  all  parts  of  the  country  he 
has  received  testimonials  as  to  its  virtue. 
An  extract  from  a  letter  written  to  him  by 
Dr.  C.  E.  Duck,  of  6  West  Reed  Street,  Bal- 
timore, reads  as  follows:  "The  preparation 
you  left  with  me  has  proved  a  blessing  both 
to  myself  and  to  my  patients.  I  have  never 
failed  with  it,  and  it  will  give  me  great  pleas- 
ure to  tell  my  professional  friends  of  its 
merits.  My  associate,  Dr.  Deichman,  can 
and  does  say  full  as  much  in  its  praise  as  I 
do." 

On  April  26,  1881,  Dr.  Scott  married  Mary 
D.  McCloskey,  daughter  of  Manus  McCloskey. 
Their  children  were:  Verne,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; John  Hull;  and  Warren  Randolph. 
In  politics  Dr.  Scott  is  a  true  Republican. 
Domestic  in  his  tastes,  he  prefers  home  life 
to  club  society;  but  he  is  a  member  of  Gen- 
eral Alexander  Hays  Post,  No.  3,  G.  A.  R. 


\ROFESSOR  THOMAS  McCANN, 
M.D.,  a  leading  physician  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  the  professor  of  surgery  at 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Medical  College, 
was  born  in  this  city,  April  23,  1863,  son  of 
Dr.  James  and  Sarah  (Boyd)  McCann.  The 
family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  origin.  Thomas 
McCann,  the  grandfather  of  Professor  Mc- 
Cann, was  a  farmer  of  Plum  township. 

James  McCann,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  who  was 
born  in  Plum  town,  April  12,  1836,  at  first 
received  only  the  education  of  a  farmer  boy. 
His  school  days  ended  vi'hen  he  was  fourteen 
years  old,  owing  to  the  death  of  his  father  at 
that  time.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  came  to 
Pittsburg,  and   began   a  course   in   book-keep- 


ing. Subsequently  he  obtained  a  position  in 
a  store  on  Market  Street,  and  worked  there 
until  he  began  to  read  medicine  with  old  Dr. 
John  Dickson.  Later  he  entered  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia.  Upon 
graduating  from  that  institution,  he  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  witli  old  Dr.  W.  C. 
Reiter.  When  the  Rebellion  began  he  went 
out  as  assistant  surgeon  in  the  army,  and  was 
appointed  to  active  field  service.  After  re- 
turning from  the  war  he  settled  in  Pittsburg, 
locating  at  the  corner  of  Ninth  and  Penn 
Avenues.  Here  he  built  up  a  large  general 
practice,  and  had  charge  of  many  difficult  sur- 
gical cases.  His  experience  as  army  surgeon 
had  given  him  extended  practice  in  surgery, 
and  not  long  after,  coming  back  to  Pittsburg, 
he  was  appointed  surgeon  to  the  West  Penn- 
sylvania Hospital.  He  had  held  this  position 
for  twenty  years  when  he  resigned  it.  Less 
than  a  year  after,  his  death  occurred  on  Janu- 
ary 13,  1893.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
promoters  and  stockholders  of  the  West  Penn- 
sylvania Medical  College,  and  was  the  first 
occupant  of  its  chair  of  surgery.  Failing 
health  obliged  him  to  withdraw  from  active 
service  in  the  college,  but  the  chair  was  not 
filled  again  until  after  his  death.  His  name 
will  always  be  associated  with  the  founding 
and  development  of  the  institution,  as  well  as 
with  the  beneficent  work  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Hospital.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  American  Medical  and  Surgical  Associa- 
tion;  also  of  the  Allegheny  Medical  Society, 
and  for  some  time  its  President.  He  wrote 
many  valuable  articles  for  publication  in 
standard  medical  works.  He  was  connected 
with  the  Dispensary,  and  was  surgeon  for  the 
Pittsburg  Railroad  and  for  the  Allegheny 
Valley  and  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  roads. 
He  belonged  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  but 
during  the  later  years   of   his   life   was   not  an 
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active  member.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch 
Democrat,  and  he  could  always  be  counted  on 
to  uphold  the  party's  platform.  His  first 
wife,  Sarah  Boyd  McCann,  was  the  mother 
of  seven  children,  among  whom  are:  Profes- 
sor McCann,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
D.  S.  McCann.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife  he  married  Miss  Martha  Scott,  daughter 
of  Brewer  Scott,  an  old  resident  of  Pittsburg. 
His  only  child  by  this  marriage  was  Alice 
McCann.  He  was  a  member  of  Christ's  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  Afflicted  with  poor 
health  for  nearly  a  year  before  his  death,  he 
sought  to  restore  it  by  travel  in  Europe  and 
the  South.  The  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Laws  was  twice  conferred  upon  him  —  first  by 
the  University  of  Western  Pennsylvania  and 
later,  on  the  day  of  his  death,  by  the  Uni- 
versity of  Heidelberg  at  Tiffin,  Ohio. 

Professor  Thomas  McCann  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Pittsburg,  at  Elder's 
Ridge  Academy,  and  at  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College  in  Washington,  Pa.  He 
began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  di- 
rection and  tutorship  of  his  father.  Subse- 
quently he  pursued  a  full  course  of  lectures 
at  Bellevue  Medical  College,  New  York  City, 
where  he  was  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  took 
his  degree  in  1886.  In  1888  he  began  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  association  with  his 
father,  and  has  since  acquired  a  large  general 
practice.  Upon  the  resignation  of  the  office 
by  his  father,  he  was  appointed  surgeon  to  the 
West  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  He  was  also 
appointed  clinical  surgeon  to  the  same  hospi- 
tal, and,  in  addition,  upon  the  death  of  Dr. 
Murdock,  was  given  full  charge  of  the  instruc- 
tion in  the  practice  of  surgery.  Professor 
McCann  is  also  consulting  surgeon  of  St. 
Johns  Hospital,  Allegheny,  and  one  of  the 
surgeons  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Allegheny 
Valley    Railroads.       Thoroughly    devoted    to 


his  profession,  he  gives  the  most  careful 
attention  to  his  patients,  fully  earning  the 
success  he  enjoys. 


'OHN  DUNLAP  was  for  many  years  a 
well-known  business  man  of  Pittsburg. 
Born  in  the  north  of  Ireland  in  181 8, 
he  came  of  Scotch  ancestry.  In  1826  he  was 
brought  by  his  widowed  mother  to  Paterson, 
N.J.,  where  he  received  his  schooling,  and 
served  a  regular  apprenticeship  to  the  tinning 
trade.  While  an  apprentice  he  kept  the 
books  of  the  firm  for  which  he  worked.  Hav- 
ing finished  his  apprenticeship,  he  came  to 
Pittsburg  in  1837,  where  he  worked  for  a 
time  for  old  Mr.  Scaife.  Later  he  began 
business  for  himself  on  a  small  scale  at  the 
corner  of  Market  Street  and  Second  Avenue, 
where  his  sons  still  carry  on  the  business. 
After  the  great  fire  of  1845,  in  which  he  was 
burned  out,  he  bought  the  land,  and  made  a 
new  start,  after  which  business  gradually  in- 
creased until  he  became  one  of  the  largest 
importers  of  block  tin  and  plate  tin  in  Pitts- 
burg, and  the  leading  man  in  the  city  in  the 
tinning  business.  After  a  time  he  built  the 
large  building  now  occupied  by  his  sons.  At 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  June  6, 
1893,  he  was  a  director  of  the  Tradesmen's 
National  Bank  and  of  the  Artisans'  Insurance 
Company.  At  one  time  he  was  a  partner  of 
William  P.  Townsend  in  the  wire  works  at 
New  Brighton.  He  left  a  large  amount  of 
real  estate.  This  included  over  twenty  acres 
in  the  Fourteenth  Ward  on  Robinson  Street, 
on  which,  after  buying,  he  erected  a  fine  brick 
residence  about  thirty  years  ago;  also  some 
twenty  acres  in  Allegheny,  which  has  not 
been  subdivided.  In  politics  he  was  a  Re- 
publican. He  was  a  generous  supporter  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  and  of  various  phil- 
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antliropic  institutions.  Fond  of  literature, 
lie  acquired  in  the  course  of  liis  life  a  large 
and  well-selected  library. 

On  August  15,  1850,  Mr.  Dunlap  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Duncan, 
daughter  of  Hugh  and  Rachel  (Glass)  Duncan. 
Mr.  Duncan,  who  was  born  in  this  country  of 
Scotch-Irish  parentage,  died  in  1870,  aged 
sevent}'  years.  His  wife,  who  still  survives, 
possesses  all  her  mental  faculties  at  the  age  of 
almost  eighty-nine  years.  Mrs.  Dunlap,  who 
resides  in  the  house  built  by  her  husband,  was 
born  at  Poland,  the  former  home  of  President 
McKinley.  Her  brother  married  a  sister  of 
the  President.  She  has  five  children  living, 
namely:  Emma  D.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  N.  P. 
Reed;  Ella,  who  is  the  wife  of  James  B. 
Stevenson;  William  A.  and  John  H.,  who  are 
continuing  the  business  begun  by  their  father; 
and  Anna,  who  resides  with  her  mother. 
Mrs.  Dunlap  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church. 


'OHN  M.  COOPER,  D.D.S.,  a  promi- 
nent, popular,  and  progressive  dentist 
of  Pittsburg,  was  born  November  15, 
1854,  at  Murrysville,  Westmoreland  County, 
son  of  Joshua  Cooper.  The  Coopers  descend 
from  an  old  Pennsylvania  family  that  came 
here  from  Ireland  in  the  commencement  of  the 
eighteenth  century  to  escape  religious  perse- 
cution, [oshua  Cooper  succeeded  to  the 
occupation  of  his  forefathers,  becoming  one  of 
the  substantial  agriculturists  of  Westmoreland 
County  as  well  as  one  of  its  most  respected 
residents.  To  him  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  .Sarah  McWilliams,  eight 
children  were  born.  Of  these  six  reached  ma- 
turity, namely:  Francis,  a  farmer,  who  lives 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Murrysville;  Han- 
nah,   who   married    John    Sowash,    and   has    a 


daughter;  John  M.,  the  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy; Sarah,  who  is  the  wife  of  J.  Collins 
Grear,  a  merchant  of  Claridge,  Pa.  ;  Agnes, 
who  married  Dr.  Stewart,  of  Pitcairn,  Pa.  ; 
and  Joshua,  who  died  in  1893,  leaving  a 
widow. 

John  M.  Cooper  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  a  private  academy  of  his  native  town. 
Afterward  he  attended  the  Pennsylvania  Col- 
lege of  Dental  Surgery  at  Philadelphia,  being 
graduated  therefrom  with  a  creditable  record 
in  1882.  The  Doctor  at  once  located  in 
Pittsburg,  where  he  has  steadily  risen  in  his 
profession,  establishing  a  reputation  for  thor- 
ough and  superior  workmanship,  and  becoming 
one  of  the  leading  dentists  of  the  city.  On 
October  4,  1882,  soon  after  coming  here.  Dr. 
Cooper  was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  Greer, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Greer.  The  Doc- 
tor is  not  active  in  political  circles,  but  is  a 
strong  Prohibitionist  in  principle.  In  re- 
ligion he  adheres  to  the  faith  of  his  fore- 
fathers, being  a  United  Presbyterian.  He 
carries  on  his  professional  work  after  the  most 
approved  methods  and  with  the  best  appli- 
ances, in  handsomely  furnished  apartments. 


ILLIAM     COWLEY,     M.D.,    who 

has  succeeded  to  the  practice  estab- 
lished by  his  father,  the  late  Dr. 
David  Cowley,  in  Pittsburg,  is  a  man  of 
talent  and  culture,  well  fitted  by  birth  and  ed- 
ucation for  the  medical  profession.  Born  in 
this  city,  September  8,  1864,  he  comes  of 
good  old  Irish  stock.  His  grandparents, 
Samuel  and  Jane  Cowley,  emigrated  from 
County  Down,  Ireland,  to  America  in  1831, 
locating  first  in  Pittsburg.  Afterward  they 
were  engaged  in  general  farming  at  Troy 
Hill,  where  the  grandfather  died  in  1870. 
The    grandmother     survived     him,     dying    in 
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189S,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety  years. 
They  reared  seven  children,  namely:  David, 
the  father  of  Dr.  Cowley;  William,  who  was 
associated  with  Andrew  Carnegie  and  others 
in  railroad  work,  and  subsequently  served  and 
died  in  the  Civil  War;  Alexander,  of  Florida, 
who  was  for  many  years  professor  of  penman- 
ship in  Iron  City  College;  Samuel,  who  was 
connected  with  the  firm  of  Beymer,  Bauman 
&  Co.,  and  was  drowned  in  1895;  John,  a 
plumber,  who  resides  at  East  End,  Pittsburg; 
Mrs.  Margaret  Hamilton,  who  was  the  wife 
of  an  artist  in  Philadelphia,  and  died  in  1884; 
and  Mrs.  Eliza  Tetedou.x,  whose  husband  is 
a  teacher  of  voice  culture,  and  was  for  some 
years  the  leader  of  the  Gounod    Musical  Club. 

Dr.  David  Cowley  graduated  from  the  Ho- 
moeopathic Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania, 
now  Hahnemann  College,  and  began  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  in  Philadelphia  in  1852.  In 
1863  he  removed  to  Pittsburg,  finally  locating 
in  1868  at  East  End.  He  was  numbered  among 
the  leading  homoeopathic  physicians  of  the 
city  until  his  death,  which  occurred  October 
30,  t886.  To  him  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Margaret  Mowry,  eight  chil- 
dren were  born.  Of  these  three  lived  but  a 
brief  time.  The  others  are:  Margaret,  Henry, 
Eliza,  David,  and  William.  Henry  is  a 
Swedenborgian  minister,  and  David  is  a 
student. 

After  obtaining  his  elementary  education 
in  the  graded  schools  of  his  native  city,  Will- 
iam Cowley  attended  the  high  school  for  three 
years.  During  the  season  of  1883  and  1884 
he  was  a  student  at  the  Hahnemann  Medical 
College  of  Chicago,  111. ;  and  two  years  later 
he  graduated  from  the  Hahnemann  Medical 
College  of  Philadelphia.  He  then  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  with  his  father. 
Since  the  death  of  the  latter  he  has  followed 
.his    profession     independently.      Dr.     Cowley 


has  met  with  good  success  in  his  chosen  work, 
and  has  become  popular,  both  as  a  physician 
and  as  a  citizen.  In  politics  the  Doctor  votes 
for  the  best  men  and  measures,  regardless  of 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  International 
Hahnemann  Association,  of  the  Homoeopathic 
Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the 
Iron  City  Microscopical  Society.  In  religion 
he  is  a  New  Churchman,  or  Swedenborgian. 
He  is  highly  esteemed  by  the  medical  frater- 
nity. 

DWIN  W.  STOWE,  attorney-at-law, 
with  an  ofifice  at  518  Fourth  Avenue, 
Pittsburg,  was  born  here,  July  18, 
1869,  son  of  the  Hon.  Edwin  H.  and  Emma 
(Vick)  Stowe.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Hiram  Stowe,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  well-known  in  financial  circles. 
Hiram  for  many  years  was  the  cashier  of  the 
Beaver  Bank,  and  died  in  that  town  in  1876, 
at  the  age  of  fourscore  years.  He  married  a 
Miss  Darragh,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
She  survived  him  a  score  of  years,  dying  in 
1896,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 
They  had  five  daughters  and  two  sons. 

The  Hon.  Edwin  H.  Stowe,  one  of  the  sons 
of  Hiram  Stowe,  born  and  reared  in  Beaver 
County,  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  prac- 
tised law  in  Pittsburg  for  many  years.  He  is 
now  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
being  the  oldest  judge  in  commission  in  this 
State.  In  the  last  three  elections,  while  the 
nominee  of  the  Republicans,  he  was  indorsed 
by  the  Democrats,  showing  the  high  regard 
with  which  he  is  held  throughout  the  city 
regardless  of  party.  His  wife,  Emma,  born 
and  educated  in  Pittsburg,  was  a  daughter  of 
Charles  Vick,  an  artist  of  note,  who  emigrated 
from  England  to  this  county  in  early  days, 
and  was  the  owner  of  a   large  amount   of   real 


72 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


estate  in  Allegheny.  Mr.  Vick  afterward  set- 
tled in  Pittsburg,  where  his  death  occurred 
before  reaching  the  prime  of  life.  He  had  a 
large  family  of  children,  thirteen  in  number. 
Three  children  were  born  to  Judge  and  Mrs. 
Stowe,  of  whom  Edwin  W.  and  Percy  V.  are 
living.  Both  parents  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  The  mother  is  a  promi- 
nent worker  in  many  benevolent  organizations, 
being  the  manager  of  the  Home  for  Aged 
Protestant  Women  of  Pittsburg;  of  the  Ridge 
Avenue  Orphan  Asylum  of  Allegheny;  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Humane  Society;  and 
a  member  of  the  National  Woman's  Christian 
Conference. 

Edwin  W.  Stowe  took  full  advantage  of 
the  opportunities  offered  him  for  obtaining 
an  education.  After  leaving  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city,  he  attended  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Trinity  College.  In  iS88  he  began  the  study 
of  law,  registering  with  his  father;  and  in 
June,  1893,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He 
has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  law  busi- 
ness, and  for  the  past  six  years  has  been  In- 
dictment Clerk  for  Allegheny  County.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  but  he  has 
never  taken  any  active  part  in  local  affairs. 
Mr.  Stowe  was  united  in  marriage,  July  12, 
1S92,  with  Miss  Agnes,  daughter  of  Alfred 
and  Sarah  (McOuiston)  Walton.  Neither 
Mr.  nor  Mrs.  Stowe  is  identified  with  any  re- 
ligious organization  by  membership,  while 
both  are  regular  attendants  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  Mrs.  Stowe  is  a  manager  of 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Humane  Society. 


'AMES    P    SPEER,  the  president  of  the 
Freehold  Bank  of  Pittsburg,  was   born 
on    Fourth   Street,  this  city,  December 
28,   1825.     The  Rev.  William   Speer,  the  pa- 


ternal grandfather,  who  was  born  in  Cumber- 
land County,  and  came  of  honored  Scotch- 
Irish  ancestry,  was  early  ordained  to  the 
Presbyterian  ministry.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Speer 
preached  in  this  State  and  in  Ohio  for  many 
years,  laboring  in  his  Master's  cause  with  fer- 
vent zeal,  until  called  to  his  eternal  reward 
when  about  si.\ty-five  years  of  age.  He  reared 
three  children,  two  of  them  being  daughters. 

James  R.  Speer,  born  in  Chambersburg, 
Pa.,  had  excellent  educational  advantages. 
Having  studied  medicine  and  taken  his  de- 
gree, he  located  in  Greensburg,  where  he 
spent  a  few  years.  In  1825  he  came  to  this 
city,  where  he  was  a  successful  practitioner. 
Becoming  particularly  interested  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  eye  and  its  diseases,  he  made  that 
a  special  subject  of  study,  so  that  in  his  later 
years  he  had  an  extended  reputation  as  an  ocu- 
list, his  fame  reaching  far  beyond  the  limits 
of  this  county.  He  was  a  frequent  contrib- 
utor to  the  papers,  magazines,  and  medical 
periodicals.  At  the  same  time  he  was  one  of 
the  most  public-spirited  citizens  of  his  time, 
and  did  much  to  promote  the  advancement  of 
the  city.  He  was  the  foremost  in  the  in- 
auguration of  many  enterprises  and  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  establishment  of  the  Allegheny 
Cemetery.  His  death  occurred  in  1891,  at 
the  age  of  ninety-four  years  and  ten  months. 
Both  he  and  his  wife,  who  lived  eighty-five 
years,  were  faithful  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  Her  maiden  name  was  Hetty 
Morrow,  and  she  was  born  in  Kittanning,  Pa. 
Her  father,  Paul  Morrow,  who  in  his  early 
life  studied  law,  and  was  afterward  cashier  of 
a  bank  at  Greensburg,  Pa.,  in  later  years  re- 
moved to  this  city,  where  he  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  For  some  years  he  was  Prothon- 
otary  of  Armstrong  County,  and  he  had 
charge  of  the  Presbyterian  Publication  Board 
in  Pittsburg  for  some  time. 


WILLIAM     T.    HOWE. 
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James  P.  Speer  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  city.  At  tiie  age  of  sixteen  he 
began  to  earn  his  living  as  a  clerk  for  the 
Portsmouth  Rolling  Mill  Company.  He  sub- 
sequently returned  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  be- 
came a  clerk  for  Joshua  Hanna,  being  in  his 
service  at  the  time  of  the  memorable  fire  in 
1845.  In  1849  he  joined  the  tide  of  gold- 
seekers  flowing  to  California,  and  like  thou- 
sands of  others,  after  mining  for  some  time, 
found  himself  far  from  home,  with  no  avail- 
able resources  at  hand.  He  then  embarked 
in  business  in  San  Francisco,  and  remained 
there  until  1858,  when  he  returned  to  the 
city  of  his  birth.  From  that  time  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  Civil  War,  Mr. 
Speer  was  engaged  in  business  in  Armstrong 
County.  Then,  with  the  assistance  of  Colonel 
S.  M.  Jackson,  he  raised  a  company  of  volun- 
teers, had  it  accepted,  and  enlisted  for  three 
years.  He  was  first  made  Lieutenant  of  the 
company.  Afterward  he  was  appointed  Cap- 
tain of  Company  G,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Reserves,  v^fhich  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  At  the  battle  of  Gaines's  Mill, 
Captain  Speer  had  two  balls  put  through  his 
body,  and  was  left  on  the  field  for  dead.  The 
rebels,  finding  him  alive,  took  him  prisoner, 
and  sent  him  to  Richmond.  Here  he  was  in- 
carcerated in  Libby  Prison  for  two  or  three 
hours,  after  which,  being  so  severely  wounded, 
he  was  paroled.  As  soon  as  able  to  travel  on 
crutches  he  came  home.  Restored  to  health 
after  three  months,  he  returned  to  his  com- 
pany, and  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  was 
again  wounded.  A  month  later  he  was  dis- 
charged on  account  of  physical  disability. 
Soon  after  his  return  to  Pittsburg,  Mr.  Speer 
accepted  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  banking 
house  of  Mr.  Hanna,  who  subsequently  sent 
him  to  examine  some  gold  mines  in  Idaho, 
whence  he  returned  in  1867.      In  1870  he  was 


made  cashier  in  the  Freehold  Bank,  with 
which  he  has  since  been  connected,  having 
since  1893  been  president  of  the  institution. 

On  the  first  day  of  October,  1872,  Mr. 
Speer  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Anna 
Blair,  a  daughter  of  General  William  Robin- 
son, who  was  the  first  white  child  born  west  of 
the  Allegheny  River,  and  is  now  a  man  of 
prominence  in  this  county.  In  politics  Mr. 
Speer  is  a  straightforward  Republican,  sus- 
taining the  principles  of  that  party  at  the 
polls.  He  is  a  member  of  Duquesne  Post, 
No.  259,  G.  A.  R. ;  and  of  the  Loyal  Legion. 
Mrs.  Speer  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
church,  and  he  of  the  Presbyterian.  They 
are  much  interested  in  the  religious  advance- 
ment of  the  community,  and  work  in  harmony 
for  the  common  good,  although  belonging  to 
different  organizations. 


ILLIAM  THOMAS  HOWE,  the 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Safe 
Deposit  and  Trust  Company  of 
Pittsburg,  has  risen  to  his  present  high  place 
in  business  and  social  circles  from  the  posi- 
tion of  ofifice  messenger.  Born  in  North 
Bloomfield,  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  May  29, 
1854,  son  of  William  H.  and  Melvina  (Flower) 
Howe,  he  comes  of  a  famous  old  New  Eng- 
land family.  Belonging  to  the  seventh  gen- 
eration of  Howes  in  this  country,  he  descends 
from  John  Howe,  who,  according  to  a  family 
tradition,  was  born  in  1602  in  the  parish  of 
Hodinell,  Warwickshire,  England.  In  1638 
John  Howe  was  residing  in  Sudbury,  Mass.  ; 
and  he  was  subsequently  the  first  settler  in  the 
town  of  Marlboro,  Mass.  He  died  in  1689. 
His  wife's  name  was  Mary.  Samuel,  son  of 
John  and  Mary  Howe,  born  in  Sudbury, 
Mass.,  in  1642,  built  the  "Wayside  Inn"  in 
that  quaint  old  town   so   charmingly  described 
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by  Longfellow.  The  house  has  never  passed 
out  of  the  possession  of  the  Howe  family, 
though  it  is  many  years  since  it  was  used  as  a 
hostelry.  Samuel  Howe  died  in  171 3-  He 
was  twice  married,  on  the  second  occasion  to 
widow  Sarah  Leavitt  Clapp. 

Nehemiah  Howe,  a  son   of   Samuel   and   the 
great-great-grandfather    of    William    Thomas 
Howe,  was  born    in   Sudbury  in    1693.      Capt- 
ured by  the  Indians  in  an  attack  on  the  fort  at 
Great  Meadows  in  1745,  during  King  George's 
War,  he  was  carried   to   Quebec,  and  incarcer- 
ated   in    a    French    prison,    where    he   died    of 
prison  fever  in  1747.      He  left  a  diary,  which 
was    afterward     published,     containing    much 
valuable    information    concerning    other    New 
England   people   carried    into   captivity  at   the 
same    time.        Nehemiah    Howe     married     a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Willard,  of   Hopkinton, 
Mass.      Their    son,    Abner   Howe,    the   great- 
grandfather of    William  Thomas,  was   born    in 
Grafton,     Mass.,    in     1731.       He    settled    in 
Northfield,    Mass.,    when    a    young   man,    and 
worked    at   the    blacksmith's   trade    there    for 
some   time,    moving   eventually  to   Westmore- 
land, N.  H.,  where  he  was  one  of  the  original 
grantees.      Abner  Howe  was   a   soldier   in   the 
company  of  Captain  Phineas  Stevens,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts,   in   the   French   and    Indian     War. 
He  died  in  July,   1781.      His  wife,  Mehitable 
Holton    Howe,  was  a  descendant  of   William 
Holton,  who  came  from    England    in   the   ship 
"Francis"   in    1634.     Thomas  Howe,    son   of 
Abner      and     the     grandfather     of      William 
Thomas,    was    born    in    Westmoreland,    N.H., 
in  1779.      When   he  was   twenty  years   of  age 
he  engaged  in  a  mercantile  business   in   Will- 
iamstown,  Vt.      In    181 7  he  moved  to   North 
Bloomfield,  Trumbull  County,  Ohio.      Made  a 
Mason  in  1S04  in  Vermont,  he  was  afterward 
Past  Master  in  the  fraternity.      His  death  oc- 
curred in   February,  1863.     He  married   Cla- 


rissa Howard,  of  Woodstock,  Conn.,  whose 
children  by  him  were:  Thomas  M.,  George 
W.,  Nancy,  and  William  H.  Both  parents 
were  members  of  the  Congregational  church. 

William  H.  Howe,  a  native  of  Williams- 
town,  Vt.,  born  in  January,  18 16,  received  a 
public-school  education.  While  yet  quite 
young  he  went  alone  to  Pittsburg,  and  ob- 
tained employment  in  the  dry-goods  store  of 
Baird,  Levitt  &  Co.  Subsequently  he  opened 
a  dry-goods  store  of  his  own  in  Bloomfield, 
Ohio.  Afterward,  becoming  interested  in 
milling,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pitts- 
burg &  Boston  Mining  Company,  and  was  for 
some  time  located  at  the  Cliff  Mines  in 
Keweenaw  County,  Michigan.  Then  for  a 
number  of  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  Corry  Manufacturing  and  Lumber  Com- 
pany of  Corry,  Pa.  In  1876  he  retired  from 
active  work,  returned  to  Bloomfield,  and  there 
died  in  February,  1S86.  In  1848  he  married 
Melvina,  daughter  of  Horace  F"lower,  of 
Bloomfield.  Of  their  nine  children  Mary 
D.,  William  Thomas,  Minnie  M.,  and  Harry 
W.  attained  maturity.  Minnie  M.  is  now  the 
wife  of  Eleazar  Harmon,  of  Baltimore;  and 
Harry  W.  resides  in  Pittsburg.  The  parents 
were  members  of  the  Congregational  church. 

William  Thomas  Howe  had  a  varied  school 
experience,  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  differ- 
ent towns  where  his  father  lived.  At  the  age 
of  si.xteen  he  went  to  work  in  the  hardware 
store  of  C.  J.  Swift  &  Co.  in  Corry,  Pa.  ;  and 
three  years  later  he  was  hired  as  messenger 
by  the  Oil  Creek  &  Allegheny  River  Railroad 
Company,  afterward  the  Pittsburg,  Titusville 
&  Buffalo  Railroad  Company.  In  eight  years 
he  rose  from  the  position  of  messenger  to 
the  responsible  office  of  auditor  and  general 
passenger  agent.  He  obtained  in  1881  the 
position  of  book-keeper  for  the  Safe  Deposit 
and  Trust  Company  of  Pittsburg,  and   in  the 
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following  year  was  made  assistant  secretary 
and.  treasurer.  In  May,  1888,  he  was  in- 
stalled in  liis  present  office,  a  very  responsible 
position,  requiring  a  man  of  integrity,  abil- 
ity, and  conservative  judgment.  Mr.  Howe 
is  also  first  vice-president  of  the  Keystone 
State  Building  and  Loan  Association,  which 
he  was  active  in  organizing. 

He  was  married  May  11,  1886,  to  Ida  E., 
daughter  of  William  M.  Faber,  of  Pittsburg, 
and  has  two  children  —  Gladys  and  William 
T.  In  politics  he  follows  the  traditions  of 
his  family,  affiliating  with  the  Republican 
jjarty.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  Nelson  P. 
Reed  Council,  Junior  Order  United  American 
Mechanics.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Howe  are  con- 
nected with  the  Shady  Side  Presbyterian 
Church. 


(qTHOI 


HOMAS  T.  KIRK,  M.D.,  a  promi- 
(^1  nent  physician  and  surgeon  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  November  i,  i860,  in 
East  Springfield,  Ohio,  son  of  James  and 
Eleanor  (Taylor)  Kirk.  Of  Scotch  descent, 
he  traces  his  genealogy  to  his  great-grand- 
father, Michael,  who  was  born  and  bred  in 
Scotland.  Michael  Kirk  emigrated  while 
still  a  young  man  to  the  north  of  Ireland, 
where  his  son  John  was  born.  Four  years 
after  this  event  he  came  with  his  family  to 
America,  and  settled  first  in  Beaver  County, 
Pennsylvania.  Then,  about  the  year  18 10,  he 
moved  to  Jefferson  County,  Ohio.  John  Kirk 
made  his  home  in  East  Springfield  about 
1830.  His  son  James,  who  was  born  about 
the  year  1830,  married  Eleanor  Taylor,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Taylor,  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers of  Ohio,  and  became  the  father  of  eight 
children.  James  Kirk  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  church.  They  still  live 
at  East  Springfield,  and  carry  on  the  old  farm 
where  Thomas  T.  Kirk  was  born. 


Thomas  T.  Kirk,  named  after  his  grand- 
father, Thomas  Taylor,  received  his  early  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town,  and  then  entered  Scio  College  at  Scio, 
Ohio.  Having  decided  upon  the  medical  pro- 
fession, he  began  to  read  medicine  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  J.  C.  M.  Floyd,  of  Steuben- 
ville,  Ohio,  and  subsequently  attended  the 
Long  Island  Hospital  Medical  College.  At 
this  college  he  took  three  years'  full  work, 
during  which  time  he  also  had  the  advantage 
of  much  practical  work  at  the  hospital.  He 
graduated  in  the  class  of  18S6,  and  at  once 
came  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  soon  established 
himself  in  a  lucrative  practice  near  his  pres- 
ent residence.  In  1888  Dr.  Kirk  bought  a 
lot  of  land  at  4908  Liberty  Avenue,  and 
built  the  house  where  he  now  lives.  Also  a 
business  man,  the  Doctor  has  been  largely  in- 
terested in  real  estate.  He  is  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  State  Bank  of  Pittsburg,  and 
is  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Directors.  The 
bank  is  to  be  located  at  the  corner  of  Liberty 
Avenue  and  State  Street,  more  than  a  mile 
distant  from  any  other  similar  institution, 
and  in  a  growing  and  thriving  district.  The 
building,  one  story  high,  is  constructed  of 
brick,  with  a  handsome  stone  front.  The 
capital   stock   is  fifty  thousand   dollars. 

Dr.  Kirk  is  much  sought  after  in  Pittsburg 
society,  and  is  a  member  of  many  lodges  and 
associations.  He  belongs  to  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  Allegheny  County.  When  young  in 
his  practice  he  joined  several  beneficiary 
orders  in  the  city,  the  most  of  which  he  has 
been  obliged  to  give  up  through  stress  of 
business.  In  1892  he  was  made  a  Mason  at 
Dallas  Lodge,  No.  508,  of  Pittsburg.  He  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Zerubbabel  Chapter, 
No.  162;  of  the  Ascalon  Commandery,  No. 
159;  of  the  Lodge  of  Perfection;  and  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Consistory. 
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Dr.  Kirk  was  married  June  i,  iS86,  to  Miss 
Mary  Florence  Ingram,  of  Smithfield,  Oliio, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Ingram  of  the 
East  Ohio  Conference.  He  has  now  one 
child,  Donald  Ingram  Kirk.  Mrs.  Kirk  died 
March  20,  1896.  Dr.  Kirk  belongs  to  the 
Friendship  Park  Methodist  Church,  and  is 
treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  While 
the  new  church  was  being  built,  in  1895,  he 
was  one  of  the  members  of  the  Building  Com- 
mittee. 


^^11: 


[LLIAM  ROSEBURG,  of  Pitts- 
who  has  been  connected  with 
the  bank  of  Pittsburg  for  nearly 
half  a  century,  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
city  since  his  birth,  which  occurred  June  15, 
1824,  at  the  foot  of  Wood  Street.  His  ma- 
ternal grandfather  located  here  in  1791,  and 
his  paternal  grandfather  two  years  later. 
The  latter,  John  Roseburg,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
early  manhood,  settled  at  first  in  New  York, 
where  he  was  engaged  as  a  contractor  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  where  he  married.  In  1793 
he  came  to  this  city,  bringing  a  large  family, 
and  here  rounded  out  a  long  life,  having  been 
more  than  fourscore  years  of  age  at  his  death. 
Samuel  Roseburg,  the  father  of  William, 
who  was  born  in  York  City,  Pa.,  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  from  his  father.  After  set- 
tling in  Pittsburg,  he  prosperously  followed 
the  business  of  contractor  and  builder  until 
his  demise,  March  15,  1855.  He  also  served 
the  city  as  Postmaster  for  four  years,  and  was 
the  Recorder  of  Allegheny  County  during  two 
sessions.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  Dr.  Bruce's  church  on  Seventh 
Avenue,  of  which  his  father  was  the  first  Rul- 
ing Elder.  After  coming  to  this  city,  he 
married  Miss  Isabella  B.  Miller,  who  was 
born    in    Pittsburg.      She   was   a   daughter  of 


Alexander  Miller,  who  came  from  Scotland, 
his  native  land,  in  1791,  and  at  once  located 
in  this  place.  The  site  of  Pittsburg  was  al- 
most in  its  primitive  condition  of  wilderness; 
and  he  was  obliged  to  carry  a  gun  to  protect 
himself  from  the  Indians,  who  were  numer- 
ous and  unfriendly.  Mr.  Miller  was  a  me- 
chanic and  manufacturer,  and  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  one  of  the 
most  influential  residents  of  the  district. 
Samuel  Roseburg  and  his  wife  had  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  there  are  now  living:  Will- 
iam, the  subject  of  this  biography;  Annie  R., 
the  widow  of  the  late  John  B.  Herron  ;  Agnes 
G.,  the  wife  of  George  A.  Kelley;  Emma  B., 
who  lives  in  Lawrence,  Kan.;  and  Jennie,  the 
wife  of  Alexander  R.   Banks,  of  Topeka,  Kan. 

William  Roseburg  received  his  early  educa- 
tion under  private  instructors  in  one  of  the 
select  schools  of  the  city.  Afterward  for 
some  years  he  attended  the  Western  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  September,  1842, 
was  graduated  from  Jefferson  College,  Penn- 
sylvania. During  the  succeeding  five  and  a 
half  years  he  worked  in  his  father's  office  at 
the  court-house.  In  1S4S  he  accepted  the 
position  of  corresponding  clerk  in  the  bank  of 
Pittsburg.  In  this  capacity  he  showed  such 
efficiency  and  zeal  that  he  was  soon  made  ex- 
change clerk.  In  March,  1866,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  post  of  cashier,  which  he  has 
since  held,  performing  his  responsible  duties 
with  fidelity  and  ability,  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  concerned.  Mr.  Roseburg  is  a 
stockholder  in  several  leading  railway  com- 
panies of  the  country,  and  was  at  one  time 
president  of  the  ^tna  &  Sharpsburg  Railway 
Company.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  pol- 
itics, and  has  been  closely  identified  with 
that  party  since  its  formation. 

In    1S56,  December  31,  Mr.    Roseburg  was 
married  to  Miss  Margaret  J.  Watson,  daughter 
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of  Robert  and  Margaret  Watson,  of  Alle- 
gheny. He  has  four  children  living,  namely: 
Samuel  L.,  a  dealer  in  glass,  doing  business 
in  Pittsburg;  William  Roseburg,  Jr.,  who  is 
engaged  in  business  in  New  York;  Margaret, 
who  is  the  wife  of  D.  B.  McClelland,  of  New 
York;  and  Robert,  who  is  in  South  Carolina. 
Mrs.  Roseburg  died  in  Allegheny,  at  the  fam- 
ily residence  on  Allegheny  Avenue,  Novem- 
ber lo,  1886.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  of  which  Mr.  Roseburg  is 
also  a  communicant. 


[j^^OBERT  BRUCE  WALLACE,  of 
Pittsburg,  one  of  the  foremost  opti- 
cians of  Allegheny  County,  was 
born  April  19,  1867,  in  Philadelphia,  a  son 
of  Henry  Wallace.  Of  Scotch  origin,  he  de- 
scends from  a  family  that  fled  from  Scotland 
to  the  north  of  Ireland  to  escape  religious 
persecution.  There  John  Wallace,  the  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  Robert  B.,  was  born, 
bred,  and  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  having  been 
a  farmer. 

Henry  Wallace  was  born  in  Ireland,  where 
his  early  years  were  passed.  In  1847  he  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  until  the  time  of  his  death,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1885,  was  a  loyal  citizen  to  his 
adopted  country.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Stevenson,  who  was  born  in  County  Derry, 
Ireland,  where  her  father,  John  Stevenson, 
the  representative  of  a  thrifty  Scotch  family, 
was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  book  trade. 
Having  outlived  her  husband,  she  died  Octo- 
ber 10,  1887.  Of  their  eleven  children  five 
are  living,  namely:  Mary  E.,  of  Pittsburg; 
James,  a  physician  in  Philadelphia;  William 
J.  and  Harry,  merchants  in  Colorado;  and 
Robert  Bruce,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Robert  Bruce  Wallace  was   reared   and   edu- 


cated in  his  native  city,  and  there  acquired 
his  knowledge  of  optical  instruments  under 
the  instruction  of  Ivan  Fox,  of  the  Fo.k  Opti- 
cal Company,  with  which  he  was  connected 
seven  years.  In  1887  Mr.  Wallace  came  to 
Pittsburg  as  an  optician,  working  for  a  com- 
pany which  in  1890  he  bought  out,  and  at 
once  organized  the  Wallace  Optical  Company. 
He  has  since  built  up  an  extensive  business, 
which  is  constantly  increasing,  making  a  spe- 
cialty of  fitting  lenses,  in  which  his  success 
is  not  surpassed  by  any  optician  in  the  State. 
Progressive  in  his  methods  and  equipments, 
he  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  times  in  every 
detail  pertaining  to  the  use  and  manufacture 
of  optical  instruments  or  goods.  Mr.  Wal- 
lace is  a  man  of  culture,  suave  and  social  in 
manner,  and  is  held  in  high  regard  for  his 
many  excellent  qualities.  In  politics  he  is  a 
sound  Republican. 


DOLPH  L.  LEWIN,  M.D.,  a  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  Pittsburg,  was 
born  at  his  ancestral  home  in 
Wronke,  Posen,  Germany,  February  25,  1871, 
son  of  Hermann  and  Pauline  (Nochen)  Lewin. 
The  father,  who  came  to  Pittsburg  from 
Wronke  in  1881,  and  now  lives  in  retirement, 
was  a  tailor  by  trade.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Hebrew  church.  They 
have  six  children,  namely:  Robert  and  Max- 
millian,  merchants;  Hulda,  now  Mrs.  Her- 
mann Moser;  Yetta,  who  married  Mr.  Meyer; 
Dr.  Adolph  L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and   Rachel,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Silvins. 

Adolph  L.  Lewin  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  and  in  the  gymna- 
sium at  Wronke.  Upon  coming  to  America, 
he  entered  the  preparatory  department  of  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania.  At  the 
end  of  his  Sophomore   year  at   the   University 
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he  took  special  courses  in  the  College  of 
Pharmacy,  studied  with  Dr.  Carrington,  of  the 
United  States  marine  service,  and  Dr.  James 
Stoner,  and  graduated  from  the  medical  de- 
partment in  the  class  of  1892.  Subsequently 
he  was  assistant  to  the  chair  of  chemistry  for 
two  years,  and  was  for  one  year  resident  phy- 
sician in  the  West  Pennsylvania  HosjDital. 
Then  he  took  a  six  months'  course  in  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University  in  pathology  and  bacteri- 
ology, after  which  he  began  practice  on  Butler 
Street,  his  present  home.  Two  years  after, 
being  well  versed  in  the  German  language,  he 
entered  the  University  of  Berlin  for  a  course, 
studied  under  Koch,  Leyden,  and  other  pro- 
fessors of  world-wide  reputation,  and  subse- 
cjuently  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery  with  high  honors. 

Having  made  bacteriology  his  especial 
study  while  in  Berlin,  upon  his  return  to 
Pittsburg  Dr.  Lewin  was  appointed  instructor 
in  bacteriology  and  lecturer  on  histology. 
While  going  again  into  general  practice,  he 
became  also  associate  to  the  chair  of  clinical 
medicine  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
Western  University,  with  which  he  has  been 
connected  for  four  years.  He  is  now  patholo- 
gist to  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
and  also  assistant  obstetrician  to  the  Reme- 
man  Maternity  Hospital.  In  addition  to 
these  many  offices  of  distinction.  Dr.  Lewin 
is  a  member  of  the  Alleghen}'  County  Medical 
Society;  also  of  the  Austin  Flint  Medical 
Club,  of  which  he  has  been  the  secretary  and 
censor.  Another  society  with  which  he  is 
connected  is  the  State  and  American  Medical 
Association.  He  has  done  considerable  ex- 
perimental work  in  tuberculosis  and  diph- 
theria, and  has  written  on  these  subjects  and 
on  the  subject  of  city  water.  The  Doctor  is  a 
member  of  Solomon  Lodge,  No.  231,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  of  the  K.    of   H. ;  and  he   is    an 


honorary   member   of   Three    Keys    of    Berlin, 
which  is  a  Masonic  lodge. 


(^TrNDREW    B.    STEVENSON,    residing 
fjA      at     the    corner    of    Lytle    Street    and 

/■'^IsV Hazlewood  Avenue  in   Pittsburg,   is 

one  of  the  oldest  sur\'iving  natives  of  the  city. 
He  was  born  in  the  part  of  Pittsburg"  then 
called  Squirrel  Hill  on  December  30,  1817. 
In  this  long  life  he  has  witnessed  the  changes 
that  have  transformed  Pittsburg  from  a  village 
estate  to  one  of  the  most  flourishing  and  im- 
portant cities  of  the  country,  contributing  his 
share  to  the  development  and  promotion  of  its 
various  interests. 

His  parents,  James  and  Elizabeth  Jane 
(Erskine)  Stevenson,  were  born,  reared,  and 
married  in  Ireland,  whence  in  18 17  they 
came  to  America,  landing  in  Baltimore. 
From  there  they  soon  came  to  Pittsburg,  where 
they  spent  their  remaining  years,  the  father 
dying  June  15,  1836,  while  yet  in  the  prime 
of  life,  and  the  mother,  February  22,  1S64, 
at  a  good  old  age.  They  had  nine  children, 
namely:  Andrew  B.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  William  E.,  a  member  of  the  conven- 
tion that  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as 
President,  and  one  of  the  "fathers"  of  West 
Virginia,  who  died  in  1884,  soon  after  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  as  Governor  of  West  Vir- 
ginia; John  A.,  who  was  first  a  tanner  and 
later  a  farmer,  and  is  now  living  retired  at 
Iowa  City,  la. ;  Elizabeth  J.,  who  is  the  widow 
of  Alexander  Cummings,  and  resides  in  New 
Brighton,  Pa. ;  Thomas  Jefferson,  of  the  firm 
A.  M.  Beyers  &  Co.,  of  Pittsburg;  James  S., 
who  died  when  young;  Ruth,  the  widow  of 
Francis  Beattie,  late  of  Chicago,  111. ;  Mar- 
garet, who  died  in  1876;  and  James  Ham- 
mell,  also  deceased. 

Andrew   B.  Stevenson   began   work   when  a 
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young  lad  as  bobbin  winder  for  a  weaver,  re- 
ceiving for  his  weekly  wages  twenty-five  cents. 
His  next  employment  was  stripping  tobacco, 
for  which  he  received  fifty  cents  a  week.  His 
income  was  subsequently  doubled  as  a  grinder 
of  snuff.  However,  not  satisfied  with  the 
work,  he  told  his  mother  that  his  services 
were  no  longer  needed,  and  was  then  appren- 
ticed to  a  cabinet-maker,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained seven  years.  After  serving  his  time, 
Mr.  Stevenson  worked  at  the  trade  for  six 
weeks,  and  then  began  pattern-making  for  the 
engine  shops,  an  occupation  in  which  he  was 
successfully  engaged  for  several  years.  One 
of  the  original  stockholders  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Birmingham,  he  was  elected  a 
director  in  1866  and  the  president  in  1875. 
The  latter  office  he  retained  until  1882,  when 
he  resigned.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  some  time  and  Burgess  and  Treasurer  of 
Birmingham  during  the  late  war.  In  politics 
he  has  been  a  steadfast  Republican  since  the 
formation  of  that  party,  and  he  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason. 

On  May  10,  1842,  Mr.  Stevenson  married 
Miss  Catherine  Cameron,  who  died  May  17, 
1884,  having  borne  him  seven  children.  Of 
the  latter,  three  died  in  infancy.  The  others 
are:  John  C. ,  who  resides  with  his  father,  and 
is  the  president  of  the  Manufacturers'  Bank; 
Elizabeth  C,  the  wife  of  Daniel  C.  Ripley; 
Ruth  Emma,  the  wife  of  George  Barker;  and 
Matilda  Ann,  living  at  home.  Mr.  Stevenson 
subsequently  married  Miss  Cynthia  A. 
Douglas. 

YpT^EV.  CLEMENT  L.  ALSPACH,  the 
I  I^V^  pastor  of  Trinity  Reformed  Church 
■-^  V^  ^  at  Wilkinsburg,  was  born  in  Van 
Wert,  Ohio,  March  31,  1867,  son  of  Charles 
Alspach.  The  emigrant  ancestor  on  his 
father's  side  came  from   Germany  to   America 


in  old  Colonial  times.  The  grandfather,  Se- 
bastian Alspach,  who  was  a  farmer  in  the 
pioneer  days  of  his  native  State,  and  assisted 
in  reclaiming  a  homestead  from  the  unbroken 
land,  had  a  large  family  of  children,  among 
whom  he  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age. 

Charles  Alspach,  who  has  been  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Ohio,  and  is  now  living  in  retire- 
ment at  Thornville,  spent  his  active  years  in 
agricultural  pursuits  for  much  of  the  time  in 
Perry  County.  In  early  life  he  married  Anna 
Moore,  who  was  born  in  Virginia,  where  her 
father,  John  Moore,  settled  on  coming  from 
Scotland,  his  native  land,  to  this  country. 
Mr.  Moore  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war.  He 
died  in  1S86,  at  the  age  of  threescore  and  ten 
years.  To  Charles  Alspach  and  his  wife  five 
children  were  born,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living;  namely,  John  M.,  Millie,  and  the 
Rev.  Clement  L.  The  parents  have  always 
been  identified  with  the  religious  advance- 
ment of  the  community  in  which  they  have 
resided,  and  are  consistent  members  of  the 
Reformed  church. 

The  Rev.  Clement  L.  Alspach  acquired  his 
education  in  his  native  State.  After  attend- 
ing the  public  schools  of  Thornville,  he  took 
an  eight  years'  course  in  Heidelberg  Univer- 
sity at  Tiffin,  graduating  from  the  literary  de- 
partment in  1890  and  from  the  theological 
department  in  1893.  Throughout  these  eight 
years  of  diligent  study  Mr.  Alspach  paid  al- 
most his  entire  expenses,  though,  when  going 
to  Tiffin,  he  had  but  two  dollars  and  a  half  in 
his  pockets.  Soon  after  his  graduation  he 
began  his  professional  duties  at  Ada,  Ohio, 
where  he  labored  for  the  Master  most  faith- 
fully for  two  or  more  years.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  1895  Mr.  Alspach  accepted 
his  present  pastorate  in  Wilkinsburg.  Under 
him  the  membership   of  the   church   has   been 
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increased  by  one  hundred  and  twenty -two 
new  members,  making  at  the  present  time  a 
total  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  com- 
municants. A  needed  religious  zeal  has  been 
aroused  within  the  society,  resulting  in  the 
erection  of  a  handsome  church  edifice,  costing 
twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  which  was  dedi- 
cated on  March  14,  1897.  Through  the 
efforts  of  Mr.  Alspach  the  gift  of  a  handsome 
pipe  organ,  worth  three  thousand  dollars,  was 
secured  for  the  church  from  Mr.  Andrew 
Carnegie.  Though  young  in  years,  Mr. 
Alspach  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  strongest 
preachers  of  his  denomination,  while  the  work 
that  he  has  accomplished  in  the  past  two 
years  is  proof  of  a  large  measure  of  executive 
ability. 

On  October  17,  1893,  Mr.  Alspach  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  F., 
daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Rook)  See- 
muth.  Anna  Margaret  Alspach  is  their  only 
child.  Possessed  of  ample  means  owing  to 
his  thrifty  habits,  Mr.  Alspach,  in  the  simi- 
mer  of  1896,  built  a  beautiful  home  for  him- 
self and  family  at  708  Swissvale  Avenue, 
where  he  takes  pleasure  in  extending  hospi- 
tality to  his  numerous  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. 


(^OHN  LANG  WINSLOW,  M.D.,  one 
of  the  younger  physicians  of  Pittsburg, 
was  born  in  Jersey  City,  N.J.,  March 
20,  1870,  son  of  Dr.  W.  H.  and  Anna  Tra- 
quair  (Lang)  VVinslow.  The  founder  of  the 
family  was  Edward  Winslow,  the  first  Gov- 
ernor of  Plymouth  Colony,  who  came  to 
America  in  the  "Mayflower."  Dr.  W.  H. 
Winslow,  a  native  of  Belfast,  Me.,  married 
Miss  Lang,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  who  had  two 
children  by  him  —  George  Herbert  and  John 
Lang.  In  the  United  States  Navy  during  the 
Civil   War  he  attained  a   Lieutenancy,  and  a 


large  part   of   his    life    was    spent  away  from 
home. 

John  Lang  Winslow  was  brought  up  by  his 
grandfather,  George  Shortread  Lang,  near 
Philadelphia.  In  1878  the  family  removed  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  was  a  pupil  of  the  public 
schools.  He  subsequently  attended  the  West- 
ern University.  While  a  Sophomore,  Mr. 
Dalzall  sent  him  to  West  Point,  from  which 
he  returned  a  year  later  in  ill  health.  Soon 
after  he  commenced  his  medical  studies  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  graduated  from  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia  in 
the  class  of  1891,  and  in  the  following  year 
took  a  post-graduate  course  at  the  Cleveland 
Medical  College.  Having  finished  his  profes- 
sional education  by  further  courses  at  New 
York  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  he  became  asso- 
ciated in  practice  with  his  father,  with  whom 
he  has  since  continued.  Dr.  Winslow  is  a 
specialist  in  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose, 
and  throat;  and  he  has  a  large  practice  among 
the  best  people.  He  is  an  Episcopalian.  On 
November  7,  1894,  he  married  Miss  Mary  S. 
Denniston,  a  daughter  of  William  H.  Dennis- 
ton.  Mrs.  Winslow  is  a  native  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  was  educated  in  the  Washburn 
School,  the  St.  Xavier's  Convent,  and  at  the 
Washington   Seminary. 


OHN  M.  ALSTON,  a  prominent  archi- 
tect and  contractor  of  Pittsburg,  was 
born  August  22,  1823,  in  the  town  of 
Lanark,  Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  where  his 
grandfather  Alston,  a  stone  cutter,  spent  his 
ninety-four  years  of  life.  His  mother's 
father,  John  Menzies,  a  blacksmith,  attained 
the  age  of  ninety-eight  years;  and  John  Men- 
zie's  wife  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-six  years. 
William  Alston,  the  father  of  John  M., 
lived  in  Lanark  some  years  after  his  marriage, 
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having    there    been    a    stone    contractor.       In 

1830,  desiring  to  improve  his  circumstances, 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  landing  at  New 
York,  where  his  efforts  to  secure  worlv  proved 
futile.  He  then  walked  to  Philadelphia,  and 
thence  to  Pottsville,  where  he  was  employed 
for  a  short  time.  Returning  again  to  Phila- 
delphia, he  started  in  the  month   of  January, 

1 83 1,  for  Pittsburg  on  foot.  The  canals  were 
then  in  process  of  construction;  and,  having 
secured  remunerative  employment,  he  sent  for 
his  family,  which  joined  him  the  ne.\t  June. 
Subsequently  he  worked  on  the  court-house 
and  on  the  Duquesne  water-works  in  the 
capacity  of  foreman.  Then  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  a  contractor  named  Pagan, 
and  having  organized  the  firm  of  Fagan,  Swan 
&  Alston,  continued  in  contracting  several 
years,  building  the  old  bank  of  Pittsburg  and 
the  Chestnut  Street  and  the  Ninth  Street 
bridges.  When  the  senior  partner  died, 
William  Alston,  in  company  with  Mr.  Hanna, 
built  the  locks  on  the  Monongahela  and 
Youghiogheny  Rivers.  They  subsequently 
took  a  contract  on  the  old  Pennsylvania,  now 
the  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  Rail- 
road; but  before  its  completion,  in  1852,  Mr. 
Alston  died.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Agnes  Menzies,  survived  him,  living 
until  November,  1S76.  Of  their  eight  chil- 
dren two  died  in  childhood.  Their  son  Will- 
iam died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  The 
survivors  are:  John  M.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Archibald,  a  stone  contractor,  in 
Allegheny;  Christina,  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Williams,  of  Avalon,  this  county;  Robert, 
the  superintendent  of  the  Standard  Steel 
Works  in  Mifflin  County;  and  Margaret,  the 
wife  of  Joseph  Stevenson,  of  the  same  county. 

John  M.  Alston  was  eight  years  of  age  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county. 
After  attending  for  a  time  the  old  academy  at 


Allegheny,  conducted  by  Master  John  Kelley, 
he  went  to  work  at  stone  cutting  at  the  age  of 
eleven,  and  continued  so  employed  until  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  a  farm,  when  he  was 
needed  at  home.  When  fifteen  years  old  he 
came  to  Allegheny  to  learn  carpentering  of 
an  uncle,  with  whom  he  served  a  four  years' 
apprenticeship,  subsequently  working  for  him 
si.x  months  as  a  journeyman  carpenter.  Mr. 
Alston  then  secured  a  position  with  J.  W. 
Kerr,  the  first  architect  to  open  an  office  in 
Pittsburg,  remaining  with  him  four  years. 
P'rom  that  time  until  1S65  he  was  engaged  in 
carpentering,  millwright  work,  and  pattern- 
making,  and  thereafter  until  1877  in  the 
business  of  contractor.  Then,  resuming  the 
profession  of  an  architect,  he  has  since  carried 
on  a  thriving  business.  Among  the  public 
buildings  erected  by  him  are:  the  fine  school- 
house  at  Avalon;  the  Second  Ward  School- 
house  in  Allegheny,  notable  as  one  of  the  best 
in  the  State  for  school  purposes;  and  the 
Buena  Vista  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

On  January  13,  1848,  Mr.  Alston  married 
Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
Lemon.  She  died  March  10,  1875.  They 
had  eight  children,  of  whom  two  died  in 
early  life.  The  others  are:  William  and 
James,  twins,  who  are  machinists  in  Pitts- 
burg; Archibald,  who  is  a  contractor  in  this 
city;  John,  a  plasterer,  residing  in  Allegheny; 
Charles,  a  blacksmith,  who  is  a  resident  of 
Oakland;  and  Mary,  who  has  kept  house  for 
her  father  since  the  deatli  of  her  mother. 
Since  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Henry  Clay,  Mr.  Alston  has  invariably  sup- 
ported the  Republican  candidates  for  office. 
He  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  The  other  organizations  to 
which  he  belongs  are:  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the 
Temple   of    Honor,    the   Academy   of   Science 
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and  Art,  the  American  Institute  of  Archi- 
tects, and  the  Chapter  Association  of  Archi- 
tects of  this  city. 


AMUEL  FULTON  KERR,  a  police 
magistrate  of  Pittsburg  and  one  of 
the  best  known  newspaper  men  in 
the  city,  was  born  here,  December  6,  1852, 
son  of  John  and  Mary  (Allen)  Kerr.  He 
traces  his  descent  to  paternal  ancestors  who 
crossed  the  channel  from  Scotland  to  Ireland, 
where  they  found  a  home. 

John  Kerr,  who  was  born  in  Belfast,  Ire- 
land, emigrated  while  still  a  youth  to  the 
United  States.  He  found  his  way  to  Pitts- 
burg, where  he  began  work  as  a  blacksmith, 
soon  gaining  prominence  in  his  calling.  It 
was  in  his  shop  that  the  first  work  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  was  forged,  when  the 
line  was  completed  as  far  as  Pittsburg.  Able 
to  forge  any  kind  of  work  desired,  he  was 
constantly  employed,  thereby  acquiring  a  com- 
fortable competency.  He  died  of  cholera  in 
1S53.  Sturdy  and  industrious,  John  Kerr  is 
remembered  by  our  older  residents  as  a  typi- 
cal Irish-American  citizen.  His  wife,  Mary, 
was  a  daughter  of  James  Allen,  who  emigrated 
with  his  family  from  Ireland  when  his  daugh- 
ter was  about  four  years  old.  She  became  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  three  of  whom  at- 
tained maturity,  namely:  John  H.,  now  an 
attorney-at-law  of  this  city;  Samuel  V.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Martha,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Samuel  McElroy,  and  died 
in  1866.  The  death  of  her  husband  caused 
the  care  and  education  of  the  children  to  de- 
volve entirely  upon  the  mother.  The  citizens 
of  Pittsburg  have  witnessed  the  result  of  her 
motherly  care  and  guidance.  She  died  in 
1S79. 

Samuel   Fulton    Kerr  was  educated   in    the 


public  schools  of  this  city.  While  yet  a  lad 
he  entered  the  office  of  the  Christian  Radical 
for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  printer's 
trade.  So  rapidly  did  he  advance  in  his  call- 
ing that  when  seventeen  years  old  he  began 
job  printing  on  his  own  account.  From  his 
establishment  subsequently  was  issued  the 
initial  copy  of  the  Ncivs  Item,  the  first  paper 
published  in  Lawreuceville.  During  the  year 
1873  he  was  proprietor  and  editor  of  that 
journal.  The  Labor  Tribune,  which  was  one 
of  the  most  successful  organs  ever  issued  for 
the  advancement  of  the  labor  interests  in  this 
locality,  was  printed  in  his  ofifice  during  the 
first  six  months  of  its  existence.  In  1873  he 
disposed  of  his  ofifice  and  equipment,  and  in 
18S0  was  engaged  as  a  reporter  on  the  Pitts- 
burg Leader.  He  was  later  advanced  to  the 
position  of  assistant  city  editor,  and  his  con- 
nection with  that  well-known  journal  ex- 
tended over  a  period  of  ten  years.  Both  as 
reporter  and  editor  he  displayed  in  news 
gathering  the  aptness  that  has  always  char- 
acterized his  efforts.  His  work  during  the 
trying  times  of  the  Johnstown  flood  was  ex- 
tremely creditable  to  himself  as  well  as  bene- 
ficial to  the  L^cader.  While  upon  the  scene  of 
that  disaster,  his  zeal  and  anxiety  to  secure 
everything  in  the  way  of  interesting  news  led 
him  into  positions  of  danger,  and  upon  one 
occasion  he  came  very  near  losing  his  life. 
Mr.  Kerr  was  elected  Alderman  upon  the  Re- 
publican ticket  from  a  Democratic  ward  in 
i8go  and  1895.  On  May  10,  1897,  he  was 
appointed  by  Mayor  F"ord  Police  Magistrate 
of  the  Second  Police  District.  His  political 
affiliations  have  always  been  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  is  exceedingly  outspoken 
in  vchicing  his  convictions.  Particularly  in- 
terested in  educational  affairs,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  prior  to  his  election 
as  Alderman. 
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On  August  13,  1876,  Mr.  Kerr  was  joined 
in  marriage  with  Minnie  Meredith.  Of  his 
seven  children  four  are  living  —  Allen  M., 
Hattie  Marie,  Samuel  F.,  Jr.,  and  Walter 
Richard.  The  others  died  of  diphtheria. 
Mr.  Kerr  is  connected  with  several  fraternal 
and  benefit  organizations,  including  the  Mac- 
cabees, the  Mystic  Chain,  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen,  and  the  Junior  Order  of 
American  Mechanics.  In  company  with 
others  he  organized  the  Fifteenth  Ward  Re- 
publican Tariff  Club,  which  now  has  a  mem- 
bership of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  occupies 
elegantly  appointed  rooms,  where  athletic, 
musical,  and  other  amusements  are  enjoyed. 


T^APTAIN  WILLIAM  WARD,  some 
I  jp  time  ship-builder,  and  later  for  many 
V*^__^  years  an  extensive  dealer  in  real 
estate,  and  one  of  Pittsburg's  wealthiest  citi- 
zens, was  born  in  Philadelphia,  September  6, 
1807.  He  was  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Harding)  Ward,  the  former  a  native  of  Ire- 
land. John  Ward  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man,  and  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
married  Elizabeth  Harding,  who  was  of  Eng- 
lish birth  and  parentage.  When  William  was 
a  child,  his  father  settled  on  Steubenville 
Pike,  near  Robinson's  Run,  and  carried  on  a 
farm;  but  later  in  life  he  went  to  Washington, 
D.  C,  where  he  held  a  prominent  official  posi- 
tion up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His  wife 
returned  to  Pittsburg,  and  died  at  the  home  of 
her  son  William.  The  other  children  were: 
Hugh  Ward,  who  went  South  shortly  after  his 
marriage;  Henry,  who  died  in  Washington, 
where  he  had  held  a  government  position; 
Catherine,  wife  of  William  Grimes,  of  Pitts- 
burg; Eliza,  who  married  Mr.  Mulholland,  and 
lives  in  California;  and  Mary,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Leonard  Snyder. 


William  Ward  was  brought  up  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  received  the  limited  educa- 
tion afforded  by  the  country  schools.  In  1831 
he  removed  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  entered  a 
ship-yard,  and  became  thoroughly  versed  in 
the  trade  of  a  shipwright.  Anxious  for 
knowledge  and  learning  readily,  he  was  able 
to  add  greatly  to  his  store  of  useful  informa- 
tion by  extensive  reading;  and  this  habit  was 
kept  up  throughout  his  life.  He  formed  a 
partnership  with  John  Speer,  and  built  many 
of  the  larger  steamers  that  plied  the  Alle- 
gheny, the  Monongahela,  and  Ohio  Rivers. 
Among  the  many  boats  sent  out  by  Speer  & 
Ward  was  the  "New  Castle,"  launched  in 
1836,  the  first  vessel  to  successfully  navigate 
the  Allegheny  River.  In  1S43  Captain  Ward 
retired  from  the  river,  and  began  to  invest 
largely  in  real  estate.  He  was  almost  invari- 
ably successful  in  his  transactions,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  heaviest  land-owners  in 
Pittsburg. 

His  practical  sagacity  made  itself  felt  in 
the  management  of  civic  affairs,  to  which  he 
gave  much  attention,  being  deeply  interested 
in  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  city.  He 
served  twelve  years  in  the  Council,  being  for 
eight  years  chairman  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners; and  during  this  period  he  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Poor. 
He  was  always  interested  in  politics,  and 
was  justly  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of 
the  delegates  who  organized  the  Republican 
party.  About  1875  he  foimded  and  was  made 
president  of  the  Tax-payers'  Union,  an  or- 
ganization to  prevent  municipal   extravagance. 

By  his  first  wife,  Isabella  McCoy,  whom  he 
married  in  1831,  Captain  Ward  had  two  chil- 
dren —  John  and  Louise;  and  by  his  second 
wife,  Mary  McCoy,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife, 
he  had  eight.  All  of  these  children  grew  to 
maturity;  but  later,  within   a  year's  time,   he 
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was  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  five,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters;  namely,  John,  Madi- 
son, William,  Blanche,  and  Sally  (Mrs. 
Thomas  Fulton).  Mary  E.  (Mrs.  Thomas  D. 
Hodkinson),  died  in  1S92.  Those  still  living- 
are:  Louise,  George,  Leonore  (Mrs.  Jaspar 
Lawman),  and  Matilda  (Mrs.  Isaac  Whit- 
taker),  all  of  whom  except  George,  whose 
home  is  in  West  Liberty,  la.,  reside  in  the 
city.  Just  before  his  death  Captain  Ward 
went  to  Michigan  for  the  benefit  of  his  then 
failing  health.  He  was  suddenly  called  home 
by  the  death  of  his  brother;  and  a  few  days 
later,  December  3,  1890,  he  died,  deeply 
mourned  by  relatives  and  friends.  He  was  a 
Universalist  in  religious  belief.  He  left 
property  to  the  amount  of  three  millions,  a 
fortune  accumulated  entirely  through  his  own 
energy  and  talent. 


<  *  ■  ^  > 


'OHN  McAleese,  warden  of  the  Alle- 
gheny County  jail,  was  born  in  Pitts- 
burg, March  10,  1851,  son  of  James 
and  Jacobina  (Zebler)  McAleese.  The  father, 
who  was  born  in  Scotland  in  181 1,  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  when  about  fifteen  years 
old.  He  and  his  brother  John  were  the  only 
members  of  the  family  to  come  to  America. 
He  settled  in  what  is  now  the  Thirteenth 
Ward  of  Pittsburg.  After  following  the  trade 
of  blacksmith  for  a  time,  he  worked  in  the 
coal  mines.  He  retired  from  active  labor 
during  the  Civil  War,  and  died  in  1881.  He 
was  one  of  the  earliest  supporters  of  the  Re- 
publican party  in  this  section,  joining  the 
organization  during  the  Fremont  campaign, 
and  adhering  to  its  principles  for  the  rest  of 
his  life.  His  wife,  Jacobina,  who  was  born 
in  Germany  in  1822,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Zebler,  was  brought  by  her  parents  to  the 
United   States  when  she  was  two  years  old. 


Jacob  Zebler  settled  in  Pittsburg,  and  was  a 
gardener  by  occupation.  Both  parents  were 
reared  in  the  Methodist  faith,  and  became 
members  of  that  church.  James  and  Jacobina 
McAleese  had  five  sons  and  five  daughters. 
Of  these  seven  are  living,  namely:  James,  a 
member  of  the  Pittsburg  Fire  Department; 
Daniel,  who  for  many  years  has  been  foreman 
for  Evan  Jones,  a  contractor;  Mary,  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Jones,  of  Mount  Washington,  Pa. ; 
Caroline,  the  wife  of  Henry  Gaither,  a  ma- 
chinist and  millwright  of  Youngstown,  Ohio; 
Louisa,  who  married  John  Robb  Bloomfield, 
a  carpenter  of  this  city;  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  George  T.  Fleming,  who  resides  upon  a 
farm  in  New  Florence,  Westmoreland  County, 
and  is  a  book-keeper;  and  John,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

John  McAleese  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools.  When  a  young  man  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  and  afterward  worked  at  it 
as  a  journeyman  for  about  five  years.  Then 
he  served  in  the  fire  department  for  sixteen 
years,  having  charge  of  Engine  Company  No. 
5.  Afterward  he  was  Inspector  of  Police  of 
the  First  District.  Since  October,  1891,  he 
has  been  warden  of  the  Allegheny  County 
jail,  a  position  which  requires  a  determined, 
self-possessed  man.  He  has  the  ability  to 
maintain  perfect  discipline  among  a  class  of 
people  not  easily  controlled,  and  his  manage- 
ment of  the  jail  deserves  the  high  praise 
which  it  frequently  receives. 

On  June  i,  1871,  Mr.  McAleese  wedded 
Mary  A.  Patterson,  daughter  of  James  and 
Mary  Patterson,  of  Pittsburg.  His  children 
are:  James,  Tillie,  Caroline,  and  John.  Car- 
oline is  now  the  wife  of  Walter  Beecher,  a 
book-keeper  at  the  Duquesne  Bank.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  McAleese  is  a  Republican.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen  and  of  the  Heptosophs. 
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~ClLMER  ELLSWORTH  NEELY,  M.D., 
jy  a  leading  physician  of  Allegheny, 
whose  office  is  at  g  Pennsylvania 
Avenue,  is  a  native  of  Allegheny  County, 
born  in  Marshall  township,  May  13,  1861. 
His  grandfather,  Samuel  Neely,  who  was 
born  in  Ireland  of  Irish  parentage,  came  to 
Allegheny  County  in  the  early  days,  and  there 
engaged  in  farming,  acquiring  his  land  by 
right  of  settlement.  Samuel  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  had  a  family  of  seventeen  children. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy.  Dr.  Neely's 
maternal  grandfather  was  William  Wright, 
also  a  native  of  Ireland  and  later  a  farmer  in 
Allegheny  County.  William  settled  in  the 
same  locality  as  the  Neelys,  and  the  two  fam- 
ilies were  neighbors. 

The  parents  of  Elmer  E.,  David  and  Sophia 
(Wright)  Neely,  both  natives  of  this  State, 
had  fourteen  children,  of  whom  seven  are  liv- 
ing; namely,  Melinda,  Joseph,  Sarah,  David, 
Anna  Belle,  Elmer  E.,  and  John.  Melinda  is 
the  wife  of  Peter  Coppersmith;  and  Anna 
Belle  is  the  wife  of  J.  N.  Doxsey.  The 
father,  who  is  a  farmer,  resides  in  Marshall 
township,  which  has  been  his  home  since  his 
marriage.  His  wife  died  about  twelve  years 
ago.  Both  parents  in  early  life  were  members 
of  the  Methodist  church.  Later  they  joined 
the  Presbyterian  church,  while  remaining 
Methodist  in  creed.  The  father  has  been  an 
Elder  of  the  Presbyterian  church  for  some 
years,  and  is  an  influential  man,  and  has  held 
various  offices   in  Marshall. 

Elmer  Ellsworth  Neely  was  brought  up  on 
his  father's  farm,  receiving  his  early  education 
in  the  district  schools.  Later  he  attended 
Curry  Institute  in  Pittsburg,  and  then  taught 
school  for  two  terms.  He  began  the  study  of 
medicine  under  Dr.  L.  B.  Means  in  1884,  and 
then  entered  Starling  Medical  College  at  Co- 
lumbus,  Ohio,    graduating  from   that   institu- 


tion in  1888.  He  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Thornhill,  this  county,  and  was 
there  for  about  three  years.  From  Thornhill 
he  removed  to  Beaver  Falls,  where  he  re- 
mained three  years  more.  In  April,  1897,  he 
opened  his  present  office  in  Allegheny. 

On  December  3,  1889,  Dr.  Neely  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hoenig, 
daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Kuhlman) 
Hoenig.  She  has  since  been  the  mother  of 
three  children  —  Celia  Day,  Hearne  Ells- 
worth, and  Glen  Wayne.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Neely  are  both  members  of  the  Union  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  take  an  active 
part  in  pushing  forward  any  good  work.  In 
politics  the  Doctor  is  a  Republican.  His 
office  and  residence  are  in  the  same  buildinsf. 


tEV.     JOHN     A. 
pastor  of  the  Secoi 
_^  terian  Church   of 


BURNETT,  the 
Second  United  Presby- 
if  Wilkinsburg,  was 
born  December  29,  1864,  at  Newburg,  N.  Y. , 
son  of  John  and  Harriet  (Elder)  Burnett.  On 
the  paternal  side  he  is  of  sturdy  Scotch-Irish 
ancestry.  His  grandfather,  also  named  John 
Burnett,  came  of  Scotch  progenitors  in  Ire- 
land, where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  The 
father  was  for  many  years  a  prosperous  carpen- 
ter and  contractor  in  Newburg,  N.Y.,  where 
he  died  June  10,  1878,  at  the  comparatively 
early  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  His  wife, 
Harriet,  was  a  daughter  of  William  Elder,  a 
thrifty  farmer  of  Orange  County,  New  York, 
who  owned  a  large  farm  near  Newburg,  where 
she  was  born.  Both  her  paternal  and  mater- 
nal grandfathers  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  After  survi\'ing  her  husband 
many  years,  she  passed  away  January  19, 
1893,  at  Wilkinsburg.  Both  were  sincere 
and  conscientious  Christians  and  active  mem- 
bers   of    the    Reformed    Presbyterian   church. 
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Of  their  five  children  two  survive,  namely: 
the  Rev.  John  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  Mary  B.,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Dun- 
lop,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

The  Rev.  John  A.  Burnett,  after  complet- 
ing the  course  of  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town,  entered  Geneva  College  at 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1888.  Three  years  later  he  graduated  from 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Theological  Semi- 
nary of  Allegheny,  this  county,  and  at  once 
accepted  a  pastorate  in  Wilkinsburg,  after- 
ward entering  the  United  Presbyterian 
church,  where  he  is  doing  good  work  for  his 
denomination  and  the  entire  community.  A 
young  man  of  marked  ability  and  great  prom- 
ise, he  has  won  the  confidence  and  warm  re- 
gard of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances,  both  in 
and  out  of  his  own  denomination.  His  con- 
a;ree:ation  is  laro'e,  enthusiastic,  and  under  his 
ministrations  is  rapidly  increasing  in  power 
and  influence. 

On  February  8,  1S94,  Mr.  Burnett  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Blanche  F"razier, 
daughter  of  G.  G.  Frazier,  of  Wilkinsburg. 
One  child  has  been  born  of  their  union,  a  son, 
whom  they  have  named  George  Frazier  Bur- 
nett. In  politics  Mr.  Burnett  afifiliates  with 
the  Republican  party.  He  is  deeply  inter- 
ested in  educational  matters,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing as  a  member  of  the  Wilkinsburg  School 
Board. 


ALTER  M.  GILL,  M.D.,  one  of 
the  younger  physicians  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  in  Allegheny  City, 
October  31,  1S64,  son  of  William  J.,  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Kerr)  Gill,  both  natives  of  Allegheny 
County.  John  Gill,  the  grandfather,  came 
from  Scotland,  and  carried  on  a  boot  and  shoe 
business  in  this  section,  afterward  going  into 
the  hat  and  cap  trade.      The  father,  who  was 


born  in  1841,  followed  the  wholesale  boot  and 
shoe  business  for  twenty-five  years,  and  is 
now  employed  as  a  book-keeper.  He  married 
Miss  Kerr,  who  has  had  eleven  children,  sev- 
eral of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  survivors 
are:  Clara,  the  wife  of  Oscar  Reiter,  of  Alle- 
gheny; Walter  M.,  the  second  child;  Frank 
B.,  of  the  Standard  Scale  and  Supply  Com- 
pany; William  C,  an  attorney  of  Pittsburg; 
Alfred  E.,  an  assistant  Tax  Collector  of  Alle- 
gheny; and  Louis  R.  and  Ida  B.,  who  are  still 
at  home. 

After  attending  the  schools  of  Pittsburg  and 
spending  a  year  at  the  Western  University  of 
Allegheny,  Walter  M.  Gill  graduated  from 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1888,  tak- 
ing the  degrees  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  and 
Bachelor  of  Science.  During  the  following 
year  he  was  interne  at  the  St.  Francis  Hospi- 
tal of  Pittsburg.  In  1889  he  began  practice 
with  Dr.  D.  A.  Hengst,  and  in  1890  he 
opened  an  office  on  his  own  account  in  Pitts- 
burg. On  May  11,  1890,  he  married  Eliza- 
beth F"ields,  daughter  of  William  P""ields,  of 
Belle  Vernon.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Micro- 
scopical Society,  of  the  Pittsburg  Academy  of 
Sciences,  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ,  and  the  American 
Mechanics;  while  in  politics  he  supports  the 
Republican  party. 


/  STeORGE  C.  JOHNSTONE,  of  Pitts- 
\  f5  I  burg,  who  is  prominent  in  Masonic 
circles,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Odd 
Fellows'  Endowment  Association  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  born  at  Whitehaven,  I^ngland,  not 
far  from  the  Scottish  border,  July  3,  1S45, 
son  of  George  C.  and  Jean  (Porteous)  John- 
stone. His  grandfather,  George  Johnstone, 
was  a  lifelong  resident  of  Ecclefechan,  Dum- 
friesshire, Scotland,  owning  there  a  farm 
known  as  "Axle-tree  Well."     This  had  been 


GEORGE    C.    JOHNSTONE. 
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owned  by  his  father  before  him,  and  is  still  in 
possession  of  one  of  his  sons. 

George  C.  Johnstone,  Sr.,  was  born  at  the 
family  homestead  at  Ecclefechan  in  1825; 
and  shortly  after  his  marriage  he  was  called  to 
England,  and  lived  successively  in  Carlisle, 
Whitehaven,  and  in  Birkenhead,  opposite 
Liverpool.  He  was  a  joiner  by  trade,  and 
was  engaged  in  finishing  the  inside  of  houses, 
being  also  employed  by  ship-yard  firms  in 
finishing  the  cabins  of  ocean-going  boats  and 
ships.  From  Birkenhead  Mr.  George  C. 
Johnstone,  Sr.,  and  his  son,  George  C,  Jr., 
went  to  Holyhead  on  the  ship  "Cambria"  on 
its  trial  trip  to  Wales.  In  1852  the  family 
immigrated  to  America,  and  settling  in 
Dundas  County,  Canada,  remained  there  until 
1861,  when  they  removed  to  Hamilton,  Can- 
ada, where  Mr.  Johnstone,  Sr.,  passed  the  re- 
maining years  of  his  life.  He  was  a  stanch 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  a  firm 
believer  in  the  need  of  keeping  holy  and  quiet 
the  Sabbath  day.  He  died  in  1885,  his  wife 
having  died  two  years  previously.  They  had 
a  family  of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five 
daughters:  James  is  now  at  Cornwall,  Canada, 
a  contractor  and  builder,  doing  an  extensive 
business;  William  was  drowned  on  the  way  to 
school  in  a  gallant  attempt  to  save  another 
boy  from  a  like  fate;  John  now  resides  in 
Hamilton,  Canada;  Christopher  is  a  resident 
of  Buffalo,  N.Y. ;  Maggie  is  the  wife  of  D.  O. 
Smith,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.  The  other 
children  are  not  now  living. 

Mr.  Johnstone's  maternal  grandfather  was 
in  his  time  called  an  "honest  miller,"  and  was 
a  widely  known  musician  and  teacher  of 
music.  All  the  family  were  musical,  and 
were  expert  performers  on  the  fiddle. 

George  C.  Johnstone,  Jr.,  began  to  attend 
school  in  England  when  only  four  years  old. 
After  coming  to  America  three  years  later,  he 


continued  his  studies  in  the  log  school-house 
near  his  home  in  Canada.  He  began  his 
working  life  by  helping  his  father,  and  virtu- 
ally learned  the  trade  while  in  Hamilton. 
After  that  he  worked  in  the  Great  Western 
Railroad  shops  until  the  time  the  passport 
system  was  adopted  in  this  country,  when,  as 
a  consequence,  there  was  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  trains  from  four  full  trains  from 
Buffalo  to  Detroit  to  one  small  train,  so  that 
there  was  little  work.  Mr.  Johnstone  then 
went  to  Buffalo,  and  was  employed  for  three 
months  in  one  of  the  elevators.  He  was  there 
when  Lincoln  was  assassinated  ;  and,  when  his 
body  lay  in  state  at  Buffalo,  he  stood  in  line 
four  hours  in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
look  on  the  face  of  the  martyred  President, 
for,  though  a  Canadian,  he  was  an  ardent  ad- 
mirer of  "the  greatest  American."  Leaving 
Buffalo,  Mr.  Johnstone  worked  at  his  trade  for 
nine  months  at  Niagara  Falls.  Then  he  was 
in  Erie,  Pa.,  for  two  years,  working  there  in 
some  of  the  finest  residences  in  that  city,  and 
thence  coming,  November  5,  1867,  to  Alle- 
gheny, where  within  an  hour  after  his  arrival 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  firm  of  Smith, 
Criswell  &  Burgoyne.  That  company  soon 
dissolving,  Mr.  Johnstone  worked  nine  months 
for  Warner  &  Alston,  and  then  engaged  with 
Slack  &  Sholes  in  Pittsburg,  securing  the 
latter  place  through  the  influence  of  Mr.  Cris- 
well, who  is  his  warm  and  constant  friend. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1876,  he  was  elected 
to  take  care  of  the  Masonic  rooms  then  located 
in  Library  Hall,  and  is  still  in  charge,  but  in 
a  different  location.  There  are  over  twelve 
hundred  members  in  the  Scottish  rite  degrees, 
and  only  thirty-four  of  them  have  been  longer 
in  it  than  he.  Mr.  Johnstone  was  made  a 
Mason  at  McKinley  Lodge,  No.  318,  on  No- 
vember 10,  1868,  and  has  been  its  secretary 
since   December   23,    1873.     He   has    been   a 
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member  of  Allegheny  Chapter,  No.  217,  since 
February  9,  1872,  and  has  been  through  all 
the  chairs,  and  has  represented  that  body  in 
the  Grand  Chapter  for  four  years.  He  has 
held  all  the  offices  in  the  Council  except  the 
first,  and  has  also  held  all  the  offices  in  the 
Grand  Council  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  Allegheny  Commandery,  K.  T.,  De- 
cember 13,  1872,  and  has  held  office  in  the 
commandery  for  over  twenty  years,  having 
been  in  the  different  chairs  up  to  that  of  Emi- 
nent Commander  and  Recorder.  He  was  rep- 
resentative to  the  Grand  Commander}',  also 
Eminent  Commander  during  the  year  of  the 
successful  Triennial  Conclave  at  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Arrangements.  He  is  a  member  of  all  the 
Masonic  degrees  up  to  and  including  the  Con- 
sistory. He  is  a  thirty-third  degree  Mason, 
and  has  held  the  position  of  Sentinel  since 
May  I,  1876.  From  1874  to  1884  he  was 
Grand  High  Priest  and  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
and  again  from  1892  to  1896,  and  is  now  the 
Head  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  succeeding 
D.  A.  Stevenson,  who  recently  died.  He 
was  made  Keeper  of  Rooms  of  the  higher 
bodies,  in  the  office  called  Seneschal,  from 
1876,  and  holds  the  position  to  the  present 
time.  September  15,  1S96,  he  was  crowned 
an  honorary  member.  Sovereign  Grand  In- 
spector-general for  the  thirty-third  and  last 
degree  for  the  Northern  ftfasonic  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States  of  America;  and  on  the 
1 8th  of  September,  1S96,  he  received  the  de- 
gree in  the  Royal  Order  of  Scotland  which 
is  usually  conferred  only  on  thirty-third  de- 
gree Masons.  Mr.  Johnstone  has  been  a 
member  of  McFarland  Lodge,  No.  30, 
I.  O.  O.  I'.,  since  April,  1S69.  He  was  its 
secretary  for  seven  years,  and  has  been  all 
through  the  chairs;  and  January  20,  1880,  one 
year  after  its  organization,  he  was  elected  the 


Secretary  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  Endowment 
Association,  and  has  held  the  position  ever 
since,  the  society  having  grown  from  a  small 
number  to  a  large  membership,  and  having 
paid  in  benefits  nearly  one  million  dollars 
(:Si, 000,000).  The  secretaryship  of  the  so- 
ciety entails  a  large  amount  of  work.  Mr. 
Johnstone  is  also  Treasurer  of  the  Masonic 
Hall  Association,  and  was  an  active  worker  in 
securing  the  erection  of  the  building. 

On  November  19,  1868,  Mr.  Johnstone  mar- 
ried Miss  Maggie  J.  Johnston,  daughter  of 
Charles  R.  Johnston,  who  was  for  many 
years  Registry  Clerk  in  the  Allegheny  post- 
office.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnstone  have  four 
children  living:  Charles  Monroe,  who  is  ad- 
ministrator of  the  estate  of  William  P.  Ben- 
nett, by  whom  he  was  formerly  employed;  M. 
Francis;   William  G. ;  and  Lillian  Elton. 


OMER  J.  STEWART,  D.D.S.,  one 
of  the  younger  members  of  the  dental 
profession  located  in  Pittsburg,  is 
a  fine  representative  of  the  self-made  men  of 
the  county;  and  a  brief  review  of  his  career 
will  show  what  may  be  accomplished  by  per- 
sistence and  perseverance.  A  mechanic  in 
his  youthful  days,  poor  in  purse  but  rich  in 
courage,  he  left  his  bench  to  enter  upon  a 
professional  life,  in  which  he  has  succeeded 
admirably.  He  was  born  December  13,  1868, 
in  Franklin  County,  son  of  Dr.  G.  E.  Stew- 
art. The  father  was  born  and  reared  in  Ju- 
niata County,  coming  from  Scotch-Irish  an- 
cestors. He  studied  medicine  in  his  early 
days,  and  was  graduated  from  Jefferson  Medi- 
cal College  in  1856,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Pennsylvania,  spending  the  most  of  his  life 
in  Bedford  and  Franklin  Counties.  He  mar- 
ried   Louisa   Burge,  who  was   born    in   Juniata 
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County.  She  bore  him  four  children,  namely: 
Alpheus  D.,  a  resident  of  Chicago,  111.;  An- 
gelia  Maude,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six  years;  Homer  J.,  the  special  subject  of 
this  biography;  and  H.  Ward,  who  also  lives 
in  Chicago. 

Homer  J.  Stewart  attended  school  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  having  taken  a  course 
in  book-keeping  after  leaving  the  academy. 
Before  attaining  his  majority  he  went  to  Ala- 
bama, where  he  was  employed  for  two  and  one- 
half  years  in  the  Sheffield  Iron  Works.  On 
returning  to  his  native  State,  he  was  engaged 
in  the  same  business  in  the  borough  of  Brad- 
dock  for  two  years.  But,  being  desirous  of 
becoming  a  dentist,  he  entered  his  father's 
office,  where  he  studied  with  that  purpose  in 
view.  In  the  spring  of  1895  he  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental 
Surgery,  receiving  his  degree.  At  once  he 
began  his  professional  duties,  locating  in 
Pittsburg  in  April  of  that  year.  He  has  here 
won  a  fair  share  of  practice,  his  work  being  of 
an  excellent  character,  durable  and  pleasing. 

Dr.  Stewart  was  married  May  23,  1892,  to 
Miss  Sadie  E. ,  daughter  of  John  Hudson,  of 
Braddock,  Pa.  In  politics  the  Doctor  is  an 
earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist church;  and  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
to  the  A.  O.  of  F.,  and  the  K.  A.  E.  O. 


'OHN  EDWIN  RIGG,  M.D.,  one  of 
the  foremost  physicians  of  Wilkins- 
burg,  Allegheny  County,  was  born  Oc- 
tober 13,  1855,  in  Washington  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, son  of  Newton  Rigg.  He  comes  of 
English  stock  and  a  pioneer  family  of  Wash- 
ington County,  where  his  grandfather,  Hijah 
R-igg>  was  a  respected  resident  for  many 
years.      Newton    Rigg  worked   at   the   carpen- 


ter's trade  in  his  younger  manhood  in  Pike 
Run  township,  Washington  County.  He 
afterward  bought  a  farm  near  Scenery  Hill,  in 
the  same  county,  and  was  there  engaged  in 
agriculture  until  his  death  in  1S79,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-eight  years.  He  married  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Winnett,  a  well-known 
farmer  and  a  prominent  public  man  of  that 
section  of  the  State.  His  children  were: 
Ella;  John  E. ;  Laura;  and  Mark  A.,  of  Craf- 
ton,  this  county.  Both  parents  were  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  many 
years  ago.  The  mother  now  resides  in  Wil- 
kinsburg. 

John  Edwin  Rigg  assisted  on  the  home 
farm  and  attended  the  district  school  until 
he  was  about  fourteen  years  old.  Then  he 
began  studying  with  a  private  tutor.  Subse- 
quently he  took  a  college  coarse  in  pharmacy 
with  a  preceptor,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  en- 
tered a  drug  store  at  Belle  Vernon.  Perfect- 
ing himself  in  the  study  of  pharmacy,  he  soon 
became  a  clerk  in  the  prescription  department 
of  the  store,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for 
two  or  three  years.  Then  resigning  that  po- 
sition, he  next  took  a  course  at  the  Long 
Island  Medical  College  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y., 
and  in  1879  was  graduated  from  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  Baltimore. 
Ambitious  to  become  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  science  of  medicine,  he  took  a  partial 
course  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  University,  and 
in  the  winter  of  1885  and  1886  he  took  a  full 
course  in  polyclinics  at  Philadelphia.  Previ- 
ous to  this  time,  however,  Dr.  Rigg  had  es- 
tablished himself  as  a  practitioner  at  Stoners- 
ville.  Pa.,  where  he  was  located  seven  years. 
In  1886  he  came  to  Wilkinsburg,  where  he 
has  since  devoted  himself  to  his  profession, 
building  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice, 
and  winning  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  most 
skilful  physicians  of  the   city.      While  caring 
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for  a  general  practice,  he  gives  a  certain  part 
of  his  time  to  the  treatment  of  the  eye,  ear, 
nose,  and  throat,  in  which  he  has  had  especial 
success.  He  occupies  a  commodious  and  at- 
tractive residence,  which  he  built  in  1888  at 
816  Wood  Street.  He  is  an  honored  member 
of  the  Wilkinson  Club,  the  Allegheny  County 
Society,  and  the  American  Association.  He 
is  also  a  Scottish  Rite  IVIason,  having  mem- 
bership in  Orient  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  in 
the  Valley  of  Pittsburg  Consistory.  The 
Doctor  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Improved 
Order  of  Heptasophs  and  of  the  Royal  Arca- 
num. In  politics  he  is  a  straight  Republican, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  public  im- 
provements of  all  kinds.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Wilkinsburg  Electric  Light 
Company,  is  president  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
was  School  Director  for  two  terms,  and  served 
as  Township  Auditor  for  three  terms. 

Dr.  Rigg  was  united  in  marriage  January 
18,  1878,  with  Miss  Ida  Belle  Weaver,  daugh- 
ter of  John  H.  and  Eliza  McDonald  Weaver. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Rigg  —  Lida,  Carl  H.,  Laura  Belle,  Edna 
Winnett,  and  Margaret  Stella.  Both  the 
Doctor  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  which  he  represented 
in  the  last  General  Conference,  held  at  Cleve- 
land. 

I^AMUEL  EKIN  GILL,  a  prosperous 
business  man  of  Pittsburg,  largely 
interested  in  mining  and  quarrying, 
is  a  native  of  this  county.  He  was  born 
April  23,  1840,  on  the  Gill  homestead,  about 
a  mile  north  of  Monroeville,  son  of  Samuel 
Gill.  The  Gill  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish 
origin.  Some  of  its  earlier  ancestors  were 
Scotch  Covenanters.  Its  first  representatives 
in  Pennsylvania  came  from  the  County  Down, 
Ireland,  locating   in  Juniata   County  in    1772. 


In  1790  John  Gill,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Samuel  E.,  moved  to  Allegheny  County, 
bringing  with  him  his  family.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Jean  Shaw,  had  eight 
children,  two  of  whom  were  born  in  Ireland. 

Ebenezer  Gill,  the  eldest  of  John's  children 
who  were  born  in  this  country,  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship as  a  worker  in  iron,  more  espe- 
cially at  scythe-making.  Subsequently,  how- 
ever, he  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  for 
which  purpose  he  bought  the  old  homestead 
near  Monroeville  in  1800.  He  married  Agnes 
Mitchell,  who  bore  him  six  children.  These 
were:  John,  who  married  Jane  Bell,  and  died 
in  1882,  leaving  three  children — ^John,  Mar- 
garet, and  Nancy;  Mary,  who  married  Archi- 
bald Euwer,  and  left  four  sons  — John,  Eben- 
ezer, and  Matthew,  who  live  in  this  locality, 
and  Archibald,  of  Washington,  la. ;  Matthew, 
who  was  a  bachelor  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1856;  Samuel,  the  father  of  .Samuel 
11. ;  Jane,  who  married  John  Wilson,  and  died 
in  June,  1896,  leaving  one  son,  the  Rev. 
J.  T.  Wilson,  of  De  Witt,  Ark.;  and  Will- 
iam, a  celebrated  plough  manufacturer,  who 
married  Margaretta  Stevenson,  and  died  in 
1883,  leaving  two  daughters — Caroline  (now 
Mrs.  Johnston)  and  Ella.  Samuel  Gill 
worked  at  the  tanner's  trade,  which  he  learned 
in  Xenia,  Ohio,  during  his  early  manhood. 
Subsequently  he  settled  down  to  farming  on 
the  old  homestead,  where  he  was  reared.  He 
was  thus  actively  engaged  until  1869,  when  he 
removed  to  Irwin,  Westmoreland  County, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  September,  1875. 
On  February  11,  1830,  he  married  Miss 
Rachel  Ekin,  who,  born  at  Osceola,  Pa.,  Au- 
gust 30,  1809,  died  at  the  residence  of  her 
son,  Samuel  E.  Gill,  S904  Rural  Avenue, 
East  End,  on  September  21,  1896.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  five  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity.     Of  the  latter  two  are  now 
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living,  namely:  David,  of  Blairsville,  Indiana 
County;  and  Samuel  E. ,  the  subject  of  this 
biography.  William,  who  served  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  late  Rebellion,  con- 
tracted a  fever,  and  died  at  Camp  Copeland  in 
1863.  One  daughter,  Mrs.  Irwin,  died  at 
Manor  Station,  Pa.,  in  1878;  and  another 
daughter,  Mrs.  Byerly,  died  at  Washburn, 
111.,  in  1881. 

Samuel  E.  Gill  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  the  Turtle  Creek  and  Murrys- 
ville  Academies.  While  attending  the  latter 
institution,  he  was  alternately  a  pupil  and  a 
teacher.  Coming  to  Pittsburg  in  1866,  he 
first  became  a  clerk  in  the  carpet  store  of 
Oliver  McClintock  &  Co.,  being  afterward  for 
a  time  in  the  auction  rooms  of  T.  A.  Mc- 
Clelland. He  was  then  clerk  for  a  while  with 
Bovard,  Rose  &  Co.  In  1869  he  became 
junior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Roberts,  Roenigk 
&  Co.,  dealers  in  upholstery  and  bedding. 
Afterward  they  were  succeeded  by  Roenigk  & 
Gill,  who  continued  in  business  until  1882. 
Mr.  Gill  then  invested  in  lumber,  and  en- 
gaged in  quarrying  and  mining.  He  has  con- 
tinued in  the  two  latter  up  to  the  present 
time.  He  is  now  the  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Hidalgo  Mining  Company,  which  he 
helped  to  organize.  The  field  of  this 
company's  operations  is  Chihuahua,  Me.xico. 
About  the  same  time  Mr.  Gill  organized  the 
Kno.x  Rock  Blasting  Company,  of  which  he  is 
also  secretary  and  treasurer. 

On  Septemer  9,  1869,  Mr.  Gill  married 
Miss  Kate  Wilson,  daughter  of  Joseph  Wil- 
son, of  the  firm  of  A.  &  S.  Wilson.  They 
have  four  children  —  Bertha,  Agnes,  Ralph 
Ekin,  and  James  Albert.  Bertha  is  now  the 
wife  of  Dr.  James  I.  Johnston,  of  Pittsburg. 
Mr.  Gill  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  church, 
of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  one  of  the  Ex- 


ecutive Committee  of  the  State  Sunday-school 
Association,  and  the  secretary  of  the  World's 
Sunday-school  Association. 


ILLIAM  SILL  FOSTER,  M.D., 
one  of  the  most  prominent  members 
of  the  medical  profession  in  Pitts- 
burg, and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was 
born  in  this  city,  August  26,  1842,  son  of 
Walter  and  Maria  (Sill)  Foster.  His  grand- 
father, Alexander  Foster,  was  born  in  Ireland, 
to  which  country  the  latter's  parents  had 
moved  from  Ipswich,  England.  Alexander 
emigrated  to  America,  and  settled  in  Western 
Pennsylvania. 

Walter  Foster,  Dr.  Foster's  father,  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania, 
January  8,  18 10.  In  early  life  he  settled  in 
Allegheny  County,  where  he  resided  for  the 
rest  of  his  life,  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. His  wife,  Maria,  was  born  near  Mc- 
Keesport,  Pa.,  in  1816,  daughter  of  Colonel 
Jesse  Sill,  who  served  as  an  officer  in  some  of 
the  early  military  operations  of  this  govern- 
ment.     She  is  still  living. 

After  receiving  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools,  William  Sill  Foster  pursued 
courses  at  the  academies  in  Mansfield  and 
Tuscarora,  Juniata  County,  and  then  entered 
Jefferson  College  in  Washington  County.  In 
his  Sophomore  year  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Rebellion  caused  him  to  relinquish  his 
studies  and  join  in  the  defence  of  the  Union. 
On  August  28,  i86t,  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  K,  First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
under  Colonel  Bayard,  later  Brigadier-general 
Bayard.  The  regiment  was  first  sent  to  the 
capital,  where  it  remained  for  several  months. 
Subsequently,  after  taking  part  in  the  battles 
of  Dranesville,  Cedar  Mountain,  Port  Royal, 
and  the    second    battle   of    Bull    Run,    it    was 
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again    ordered   to   the   capital.       On    February 
I,   1S62,  he  was  promoted  to  the  ranlv  of  Lieu- 
tenant, and  was  made  Adjutant  of  the   Second 
Battalion.      Upon    the    reorganization    of    the 
cavalry,   the  battalion   organization   was  abol- 
ished,   and    he    was   mustered    out   of    service. 
After  spending   one   summer   in   the   office   of 
Provost    Marshal  J.    Herron   Foster  in    Pitts- 
burg,   he  began    the   study   of    medicine  with 
W.  J.  Gilmore,  M.D.,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Jefferson   Medical   College  with   the  class 
of  1866.      In  July  of  that  year  he  commenced 
the   practice   of    his    profession    in    Pittsburg, 
where  he  has  attained  prominence  as   a   physi- 
cian and  surgeon.      For  over  twenty  years  he 
has  been  the  surgeon  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad.     He  has  manifested  a  deep  interest 
in   all   organizations   for   the   advancement    of 
medical  science,  and  his  activity  in  that  direc- 
tion is  known  and  appreciated  by  most   of   the 
influential  societies  of  the  United  States.      He 
was  president   of   both   the   State   and   County 
Medical  Societies,  is  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  and  is  at  the  present 
time  serving  upon  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the   National    Confederation   of    Medical   E.x- 
aminers.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee    on     Medical     Legislation,    appointed     to 
frame   the    present    medical    laws   of    Pennsyl- 
vania;   and  in  that  capacity  he  rendered   most 
efficient  service  to  the  State  in  protecting  its 
inhabitants   from   the   evil   caused   by  unedu- 
cated practitioners  and  quackery.     The  pres- 
ent  laws   compel   every  physician  who   desires 
to  practise  in  this  State  to  pass  before  the  ex- 
aminers, no   matter  from  what   school   he    has 
graduated.     They  went   into  effect  on   March 
I,    1894,    after   a    legislative   contest   of    five 
years ;    and  Dr.  Foster  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Board    of    Examiners   since   its  organiza- 
tion.     He  has  been   identified  with  the  Pitts- 
burg Medical   Library  since  its  opening,  and 


served  as  its  first  president.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  he  served  in  the  Select 
Council  for  one  term.  On  November  21, 
1867,  Dr.  P'oster  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Birdie  Watt,  daughter  of  John  Watt,  of  Pitts- 
burg. Of  their  five  children  two  died  in  in- 
fancy. Halsey  Wright  Foster,  M.D.,  the  sec- 
ond son,  died  April  14,  1895,  soon  after  grad- 
uating from  college.  Watt  Foster,  M.D.,  is 
now  practising  in  this  city.  Dr.  Foster  is  a 
member  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal 
Legion.  He  was  for  twenty-one  years  a  trus- 
tee of  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church. 


ARVEY    A.     LOWRY,    Sheriff    of 
Allegheny    County   and  a  prominent 

i®   V, ,  resident     of     Pittsburg,    was     born 

here,  April  17,  1859,  in  the  Seventh  Ward, 
where  he  now  resides,  son  of  the  Hon.  James 
and  Eliza  (Shore)  Lowry.  Mr.  Lowry's 
grandfather,  a  native  of  Scotland,  a  linen- 
maker  by  trade,  came  to  Pittsburg  soon  after 
1820,  bought  a  piece  of  real  estate,  and  there 
engaged  in  the  foundry  business.  In  the 
course  of  time  he  became  one  of  the  most  influ- 
ential business  men  of  Pittsburg. 

The  Hon.  James  Lowr}'  was  born  in  1820  in 
the  north  of  Ireland,  to  which  place  his  par- 
ents had  emigrated  from  Scotland.  Still  a 
child  when  he  arrived  in  this  country,  he  was 
educated  in  Pittsburg.  After  leaving  school 
he  went  into  the  foundry  business.  Later  on 
he  was  in  the  furniture  business,  where  the 
old  grain  elevator  at  Union  Depot  stood,  until 
it  was  destroyed  in  the  railroad  riots.  After 
selling  out  that,  he  was  in  the  Lower  River 
coal  trade,  owning  boats,  on  which  he  sent  his 
coal  South,  until  after  the  war,  when  he  re- 
tired. He  has  been  in  politics  for  many 
years,  and  was  at  Lafayette  Hall  when  the 
Republican  party  was  organized,    heartily  in- 
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dorsing  it.  For  one  term  he  was  Coroner  in 
this  county.  Subsequently  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  the  city,  which  office  he  held  during 
the  exciting  times  of  1864  and  1865.  After 
that  he  was  Collector  of  the  Port  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  President  Johnson.  Upon  leav- 
ing that  office  he  did  not  enter  politics  again, 
and  he  died  in  1876.  In  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity he  had  advanced  to  the  commandery  of 
Knights  Templar.  By  his  wife,  Eliza,  who 
came  to  this  country  from  England  with  her 
parents,  he  became  the  father  of  eleven  chil- 
dren. Eight  of  these  are  living,  namely: 
Eliza,  who  married,  and  resides  in  St.  Louis; 
Mayne,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Mahon ;  William,  of 
this  city;  Eva,  the  wife  of  William  Scott; 
Albert  H.,  of  whom  there  is  no  special  record  ; 
Kate,  the  wife  of  Charles  Dalgleish  ;  Harvey 
A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Minnie, 
the  wife  of  Charles  Lowry,  of  Pittsburg. 

Harvey  A.  Lowry  was  educated  in  the  city 
schools  of  the  Seventh  Ward  and  in  Curry 
University.  He  began  to  work  for  his  living 
as  an  employee  of.  the  Pan  Handle  Railroad, 
remaining  with  the  company  for  twelve  years, 
and  finally  being  engineer.  In  1890  he  re- 
signed in  order  to  accept  the  position  of  Dep- 
uty in  the  .Sheriff's  office,  being  appointed  by 
William  H.  McLeary  on  the  Allegheny  Dis- 
trict. After  the  expiration  of  his  term  he 
was  promoted  by  Sheriff  Richards  to  the 
Pittsburg  City  District,  the  most  important 
one  in  the  county,  and  in  which  he  served 
until  he  became  Sheriff  of  the  county.  To 
the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  November, 
1896.  It  is  an  honorable  distinction  that  he 
is  the  youngest  man  that  has  ever  filled  the 
office,  which  is  the  highest  and  most  remu- 
nerative in  the  county.  Previous  to  this  he 
was  Councilman  for  his  ward  for  four  terms, 
and  served  on  the  Committees  on  Public 
Safety,    Corporations,    and   Surveys.      He  was 


one  of  the  two  candidates  who  in  1896  were 
elected  to  the  Council  without  opposition, 
having  the  support  of  the  Municipal  League. 
He  is  now  favorably  mentioned  as  the  suc- 
cessor of  Mr.  Von  Bonhorst  in  the  office  of 
County  Recorder. 

On  September  2,  1S80,  Mr.  Lowry  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Clara  B.  White, 
daughter  of  William  J.  White,  an  ex-chief  of 
the  Pittsburg  Fire  Department.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lowry  have  five  children  —  Grace  K., 
Edith  W,,  Olive,  Lois,  and  Harvey  Addison. 
Edith  W.  is  now  a  student  in  the  high  school. 
Harvey  Addison  Lowry,  the  youngest  child, 
is  six  years  old.  Mr.  Lowry  is  an  active 
member  of  both  the  Young  Men's  Republican 
Tariff  Club  and  the  Americus  Club.  He  be- 
longs to  the  K.  of  P.,  Knights  of  Golden 
Eagle,  the  American  Mechanics,  the  Knights 
of  Krassan,  and  the  Order  of  Elks.  Mrs. 
Lowry  is  a  member  of  the  Fifth  United  Pres- 
byterian Church,  which  her  husband  also  at- 
tends and  supports.  The  family  residence  is 
5487  Hays  Street,  East  Plnd. 


fHEODORE  WILLIAMSON  NEVIN 
AND  JOSEPH  TRAVELLI  NEVIN, 
respectively  president  and  treasurer  of 
the  Pittsburg  Leader,  are  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  sons  of  the  late  Rev.  Daniel  E. 
and  Margaret  (Irwin)  Nevin.  On  both  the 
father's  and  the  mother's  side  Messrs.  Nevin 
have  a  distinguished  ancestry.  Nevin,  or  its 
equivalent,  Mac  Nevin,  is  an  historical  name 
in  the  annals  of  Scotland  and  Ireland.  Two 
of  the  race  came  to  New  York  from  the  north 
of  Ireland  about  the  middle  of  last  century. 
The  elder  brother  settled  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hudson,  where  now  his  descendants  are 
numerous.  Daniel,  the  younger,  continued 
his  journey,  and  settled  with  the   Scotch-Irish 
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community  in  tlie  Cumberland  valley,  a  relig- 
ious and  intelligent  class  of  people,  who,  like 
himself,  had  fled  from  oppression.  Here  he 
married  Mrs.  Margaret  Williamson  Reynolds, 
a  lady  of  superior  abilities,  a  widow,  and  sister 
of  Hugh  Williamson,  member  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  and  one  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution.  Three  daughters,  and  two  sons, 
John  and  Daniel,  were  born  to  them. 

John  Nevin  was  of  a  quiet  and  studious  dis- 
position, and  was  sent  to  college,  his  parents 
thinking  to  fit  him  for  one  of  the  learned  pro- 
fessions. He,  however,  chose  the  life  of  a 
farmer.  He  was  naturally  unaggressive,  and 
took  no  active  part  in  politics;  but  so  highly 
was  he  esteemed  by  his  fellow-townsmen  on 
account  of  his  intelligence  and  sterling  integ- 
rity that  they  proposed  to  send  him  to  Con- 
gress. This  was  only  prevented  by  his  death 
in  1829.  John  Nevin's  great  ambition  was 
that  his  sons  should  be  trained  to  occupy  po- 
sitions of  honor  and  usefulness.  His  wife, 
Martha  McCracken,  bore  him  the  following 
children,  namely:  Margaret,  who  married 
John  K.  Ivinley,  M.D.,  professor  of  natural 
sciences  in  Dickinson  College;  Elizabeth, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  A.  Blaine  Brown; 
Martha,  who  married  John  Irwin,  merchant, 
an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church;  Theo- 
dore, who  became  a  prominent  banker  and 
business  man  of  Pittsburg,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased; the  Rev.  Daniel  E.,  the  father  of 
Theodore  W.  and  Joseph  T.  ;  William,  who 
was  professor  at  Marshall  College  from  1840 
to  1889;  Robert,  still  living;  and  John,  de- 
ceased. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Nevin  was  born  in  Ship- 
pensburg.  Pa.,  May  3,  1813.  When  quite 
young  he  came  to  Allegheny,  making  his 
home  with  his  brother,  the  Rev.  John  Will- 
iamson Nevin,  who  was  president  of  the  Alle- 
gheny Theological   Seminary.     He  graduated 


from  Jefferson  College,  and  studied  theology 
at  Allegheny.  After  preaching  for  a  number 
of  years  his  voice  failed,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  discontinue  pulpit  work.  He  then  became 
principal  of  Edgeworth  Female  Seminary, 
where  he  remained  for  some  years.  The  Rev. 
Daniel  E.  Nevin  was  brought  up  in  the  old 
Whig  school  of  politics;  and,  when  the  party 
was  merged  into  the  Republican,  he  adhered 
to  it.  Though  not  an  active  politician,  his 
practical  ability  was  so  clearly  recognized 
that  he  was  appointed  Collector  of  Internal 
Revenue  by  President  Grant,  and  held  the  po- 
sition during  Grant's  first  administration. 
He  married  Miss  Margaret  Irwin,  and  eight 
children  were  born  to  them  —  John,  Martha, 
Clarence,  Hannah,  Joseph,  Wilfred,  Adelaide, 
and  Theodore  W.  The  Rev.  Daniel  E.  Nevin 
died  in  1886.  Mrs.  Nevin  died  February  17, 
1897,  in  her  eightieth  year. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  E.  Nevin's  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Martha  McCracken,  was  a 
daughter  of  Captain  William  McCracken.  She 
was  born  in  Scotland  in  1753,  and  died  in 
Shippensburg,  Pa.,  June  16,  1803.  The  Cap- 
tain's wife  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 
Finley,  whose  brother  Samuel  was  first  presi- 
dent of  Princeton  College.  Captain  Mc- 
Cracken fought  in  the  battle  of  Flatbush,  L.I., 
against  the  Hessians,  August  2,  1776;  and, 
after  serving  for  a  time  as  Second  Lieutenant 
in  Captain  Matt  Scott's  company  of  State 
Regulars,  he  was  commissioned  as  Captain  of 
the  Thirteenth  Regiment,  and  transferred  to 
the  Pennsylvania  line.  A  very  romantic  story 
has  been  handed  down  in  the  family  traditions 
in  regard  to  the  Captain's  marriage.  It  is 
said  that  in  the  engagement  at  Flatbush 
one  of  his  friends.  Captain  William  Peebles, 
was  mortally  wounded,  and  died  shortly  after. 
Captain  McCracken  was  assigned  the  sad  duty 
of    breaking:    the    news    of    his    death    to    the 
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widow.  He  must  have  accomplished  his  diffi- 
cult mission  with  rare  tact  and  discretion, 
since  within  two  days  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Peebles. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Nevin's  wife,  Margaret, 
the  mother  of  Messrs.  Theodore  and  Joseph 
Nevin,  was  a  grand-daughter  of  John  Irwin, 
who,  after  the  retreat  from  Quebec  in  the 
early  days  of  the  Revolution,  came  to  Phila- 
delphia, being  then  twenty  years  old.  Join- 
ing the  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  he  was 
soon  made  Captain,  and  served  throughout  the 
war.  At  the  massacre  at  Paoli  he  received  a 
blow  which  threw  him  to  the  ground,  and  a 
British  soldier  attempted  to  bayonet  him. 
Fortunately  in  his  breast  pocket  he  carried 
his  adjutant  order  book,  and  the  bayonet  was 
stopped  by  it.  This  book  is  still  in  posses- 
sion of  one  of  Captain  Irwin's  grandsons,  and 
a  large  hole  in  the  back  and  a  part  of  the 
leaves  shows  plainly  where  the  bayonet  en- 
tered. Captain  Irwin  was  left  on  the  field  for 
dead,  but  in  the  morning  was  discovered  to  be 
living,  and  was  removed  to  General  Washing- 
ton's headquarters,  where  he  was  cared  for 
until  fit  for  active  service  again.  Captain 
Irwin  was  only  twenty-seven  years  old  when 
the  surrender  of  Yorktown  occurred;  and  he 
was  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  first,  to  enter 
the  place.  After  the  war  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  an  order 
founded  by  the  officers  of  the  Continental 
army  in  1783,  Washington  being  its  first  pres- 
ident. 

The  rope-walk  owned  by  the  Irwin  family, 
and  the  first  of  its  kind  established  west  of  the 
Alleghany  Mountains,  was  founded  by  Cap- 
tain Irwin  and  his  wife.  Being  incapacitated 
for  work  on  account  of  his  many  wounds,  the 
Captain  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business  to  Mrs.  Irwin,  who  mas- 
tered  the   details,   and   carried   it   on   success- 


fully. When  her  son,  John  Irwin,  Jr.,  was 
only  twelve  years  old,  she  took  him  into  part- 
nership; and  he  grew  to  be  one  of  the  wealthi- 
est and  most  respected  business  men  of  Pitts- 
burg. Many  of  the  people  of  that  city  remem- 
ber him  yet  as  a  courteous  and  polished 
gentleman  of  the  old  school,  tall,  straight, 
and  dignified,  with  a  military  bearing,  and 
always  scrupulously  careful  in  regard  to  his 
personal  appearance.  Mr.  John  Irwin,  Jr., 
occupied  many  important  executive  positions, 
and,  dying  in  1863,  left  behind  him  the  mem- 
ory of  a  life  which  stands  out  in  clearer  ex- 
cellence as  the  days  go  by. 

Theodore  W.  Nevin  prepared  for  college  at 
Sewickley  Academy,  and  then  entered  the 
Western  University.  After  completing  his 
education,  he  connected  himself  with  the 
Pittsburg  Leader,  which  had  been  founded  by 
his  brother  John  and  his  uncle,  Robert  Nevin. 
He  started  as  a  printer's  devil,  and  became 
successively  a  compositor,  reporter,  editor, 
working  in  all  departments  except  the  press- 
room. He  was  Washington  correspondent 
for  two  winters,  and,  while  at  the  national 
capital,  came  in  contact  with  the  leading 
statesmen  of  the  country.  While  Mr.  Nevin 
is  earnestly  interested  in  all  political  ques- 
tions, he  has  remained  an  independent  in  atti- 
tude, and  has  not  participated  largely  in  ac- 
tive politics.  For  a  time  he  thought  of  pre- 
paring himself  for  the  legal  profession;  and, 
after  studying  law  for  two  years  in  the  office 
of  Major  A.  M.  Brown,  of  Pittsburg,  he 
passed  the  preliminary  examinations  for  the 
bar,  but  in  the  end  he  concluded  to  remain  in 
the  newspaper  business.  In  1S76  Mr.  Nevin 
went  to  Europe,  spending  six  months  in  Ger- 
many studying  the  German  language  and  liter- 
ature, and  then  travelling  for  the  remaining 
half  of  the  year,  and  sending  letters  to  his 
paper  from  the  different   European   countries. 
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On  November  12,  1 890,  Mr.  Nevin  married 
Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Appel,  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Appel,  D.D.,  of  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Joseph  Travelli  Nevin  was  born  in  Sewick- 
ley,  February  7,  1847.  He  was  educated  in 
Sewickley  Academy  and  in  Western  Univer- 
sity, graduating  from  the  last-named  institu- 
tion in  the  class  of  1864.  After  his  gradua- 
tion he  entered  the  employ  of  his  uncle,  T.  H. 
Nevin,  engaging  in  a  manufacturing  business. 
He  was  book-keeper  and  manager  for  some 
years,  and  then  came  to  the  office  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Leader  \Vi  1S78,  first  as  manager  of  the 
circulation,  later  as  assistant  business  manager, 
and  in  1884  becoming  business  manager-in- 
chief.  He  is,  besides,  president  of  the  Na- 
tional Water  Works  Company  of  Pittsburg 
and  a  member  of  the  American  Publishers' 
Association.  Mr.  Nevin  has  taken  active  in- 
terest in  the  public  schools  of  Sewickley,  of 
which  he  has  been  a  director  for  a  number  of 
years.  As  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Se- 
wickley Public-school  Building,  a  three-story 
brick  structure  and  one  of  the  finest  school 
buildings  in  the  State,  he  was  largely  influen- 
tial in  engineering  the  work  through  and  in 
making  it  the  success  it  is.  In  this  he 
showed  his  public  spirit  and  his  accustomed 
thoroughness  and  patience.  Mr.  J.  T.  Nevin 
is  Past  Master  of  Ionic  Lodge,  No.  525,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Allegheny;  and  member  of  Chapter 
No.  27,  and  Past  Eminent  Commander  of  Alle- 
gheny Commandery,  No.  35. 

In  1874  Mr.  Joseph  T.  Nevin  married  Miss 
Sarah  Lawson,  daughter  of  Captain  William 
Cunningham,  of  Pittsburg.  Four  children 
have  been  born  into  their  home:  William  C, 
Frederick  Mclntyre,  Henry  Irwin,  and  Mar- 
garet Irwin.  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Nevin  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  an 
active  worker  in  the  religious  societies  con- 
nected with  that  organization. 
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LLIAM  H.  KIRK,  M.D.,  one  of 
the  successful  physicians  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  in  this  county,  July 
26,  1870,  son  of  the  Rev.  James  Kirk.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  also  named  James  Kirk, 
was  born,  bred,  and  educated  in  Ireland, 
where  he  lived  until  after  his  marriage,  work- 
ing at  the  trade  of  cabinet-maker.  After 
coming  to  this  country  with  his  family,  and 
settling  on  a  farm  in  Westmoreland  County, 
he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
reared  six  children. 

The  Rev.  James  Kirk  received  a  liberal  ed- 
ucation, becoming  familiar  with  the  science 
of  medicine  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
taking  a  classical  course  at  Yale,  and  being 
graduated  from  Princeton  College.  Just  be- 
fore the  late  war  he  had  the  pastoral  charge 
of  a  church,  and  also  taught  classics  in  Alex- 
andria, Va.  From  Virginia  he  went  to  Iowa, 
staying  there  until  called  to  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  Pittsburg,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
his  ministerial  labors  for  forty  years.  He 
married  Miss  Abljie  Morrill,  who  was  a  native 
of  New  Hampshire.  By  her  he  became  the 
father  of  nine  children  —  George  W.,  Jacob 
M.,  Jennie  E.,  James  A..,  Ida  M.,  Elizabeth, 
Hattie,  William  H.,  and  Chauncey.  Jennie 
became  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Duff.  James 
A.  is  a  physician  located  on  Southern  Avenue. 
William  and  Chauncey  were  born  twins.  The 
latter  is  also  a  physician. 

William  H.  Kirk  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  Pittsburg,  attending  the  public 
schools  and  the  academy.  Afterward  he  grad- 
uated from  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Medical 
College  with  the  class  of  1891.  Since  that 
time  Dr.  Kirk  has  been  busily  employed  in 
his  chosen  work.  Besides  attending  to  his 
extensive  private  practice,  he  is  surgeon  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railway  Company,  oculist  at 
the  Allegheny  Free  Dispensary,  physician   to 
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the  Pittsburg  Free  Dispensary,  and  physician 
and  oculist  to  the  South  Side  Hospital.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Pittsburg  Academy  of 
Medicine,  the  Allegheny  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
South  Side  Medical  Society,  the  Pittsburg 
Obstetrical  Society,  and  the  University  Club. 
On  March  31,  1892,  Dr.  Kirk  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Fleming,  daugh- 
ter of  VVillison  and  Catherine  (Cox)  Fleming. 
His  only  child  is  James  Fleming.  Dr.  Kirk 
adheres  to  the  Presbyterian  creed,  in  which  he 
was  reared.  In  politics  he  is  a  thorough  Re- 
publican, and  he  served  for  one  term  of  three 
years  on  the  Morse  Subdistrict  School  Board. 
He  has  been  associated  with  the  Good  Fel- 
lows organization  for  some  time. 


Tt^ALPH  MINEART,  one  of  the  fore- 
I  ^^  most  photographers  of  Pittsburg,  was 
-1-^  V,_  ^  born  October  i,  1872,  in  Browns- 
ville, Fayette  County,  son  of  John  R.  Mine- 
art.  The  father  is  the  worthy  represent- 
ative of  one  of  the  early  German  families  that 
were  pioneers  of  this  State,  and  did  much 
toward  clearing  and  developing  it.  He  is 
now  living  retired  in  Brownsville,  the  posses- 
sor of  a  comfortable  competency  acquired  in 
his  active  years  by  conducting  a  general  mer- 
chandise store  in  that  place.  To  him  and  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  C.  Can- 
non, five  children  were  born,  namely:  Harry, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years; 
Frank,  a  merchant  tailor,  who  is  carrying  on  a 
thriving  business  in  Brownsville;  Claude,  who 
is  a  photographer  in  Pittsburg;  Carrie,  now 
the  wife  of  T.  Edward  Rooke,  of  Allegheny; 
and  Ralph,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Ralph  Mineart  grew  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive town,  obtaining  a  practical  education.  In 
early   manhood   he   became  familiar   with    the 


details  of  his  present  profession,  for  which  he 
seems  to  have  been  naturally  adapted.  He 
has  been  remarkably  successful  in  catching 
the  most  desirable  and  characteristic  expres- 
sions from  the  faces  of  his  sitters.  In  1892 
he  started  in  business  on  his  own  account  in 
Pittsburg,  and  in  1895  he  opened  his  present 
handsome  and  elegantly  equipped  studio  in 
Pittsburg  at  232  Fifth  Avenue.  His  acknowl- 
edged skill  has  gained  him  an  extensive  pa- 
tronage among  the  more  prominent  people  of 
the  city  and  its  suburbs. 

Mr.  Mineart  was  married  August  16,  1892, 
to  Miss  Emily,  daughter  of  R.  T.  Rodney,  of 
Allegheny.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Mineart  are 
active  members  of  the  P'irst  Christian  Church 
of  Allegheny.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  ; 
and  he  belongs  to  the  fraternal  organization, 
the  Maccabees. 


LMER  ELLSWORTH  FULMER, 
Pii.M.,  a  rising  young  lawyer  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  in  South  Strabane 
township,  Washington  County,  January  28, 
1 861,  son  of  Wesley  and  Jane  (Couch)  Ful- 
mer.  He  is  of  German  ancestry;  and  the 
name,  which,  no  doubt,  was  originally  Vol- 
mer,  has  been  anglicized  into  its  present  form. 
His  great-grandfather,  John  Fulmer  (first), 
moved  from  Lancaster  County  across  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountains,  and,  after  residing  for  some 
time  in  Westmoreland  County,  settled  in 
what  is  now  known  as  Bellfield,  in  the  city  of 
Pittsburg.  John  Fulmer  (second),  the  grand- 
father, who  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania when  a  small  boy.  In  Pittsburg,  having 
previously  used  the  German  language  exclu- 
sively, he  was  soon  able  to  speak  English; 
and  in  his  later  years  he  admitted  his  inabil- 
ity to  remember  his  original  tongue.      He  fol- 
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lowed  agriculture  during  his  active  period, 
and  died  in  1873  or  1874,  aged  about  sixty- 
nine  years. 

Wesley  Fulmer  was  born  in  Baldwin  town- 
ship, Allegheny  County,  in  1S37.  When  a 
young  man  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade, 
which  he  afterward  followed  for  a  short  time. 
Then  he  gave  his  attention  to  fruit  raising 
and  market  gardening.  He  is  now  residing 
in  Scott  township,  where  he  takes  an  active 
interest  in  political  and  educational  matters, 
and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board.  He  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  the  Senior  Order  of  United 
American  Mechanics.  His  wife,  Jane,  whom 
he  married  in  February,  i860,  was  a  daughter 
of  Simon  Couch,  of  Scott  township.  The 
first  representatives  of  the  family  came  to 
Pennsylvania  with  Braddock's  army  from 
Virginia,  to  which  they  returned  some  time 
after  the  Fort  Duquesne  disaster.  These  an- 
cestors settled  at  what  is  now  known  as  Bethel 
township,  and  erected  a  stockade,  then  called 
Couch's  Fort.  Mrs.  Wesley  Fulmer  died  in 
1874.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  children, 
three  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  survi- 
vors are:  Elmer  E.  and  Frank  H.  Wesley 
Fulmer  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Protes- 
tant Church. 

From  an  early  age,  Elmer  Ellsworth  Ful- 
mer desired  a  liberal  education.  He  acquired 
the  rudiments  in  the  public  schools  of  Scott 
township.  After  the  death  of  his  mother  he 
went  to  live  with  his  grandmother  in  Wash- 
ington County,  where  he  continued  his 
studies.  Here  he  labored  in  the  summer  sea- 
son in  order  to  earn  the  means  necessary  to 
pay  for  his  tuition  at  Oakdale  Academy. 
Later  he  taught  school  and  by  carefully  sav- 
ing his  earnings  he  managed  to  complete  his 
academic  course  and  enter  the  Western  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania.      From  this   institu- 


tion he  graduated  in  1887,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Philosophy.  Then,  taking  up  a 
law  course,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Miller 
&  McBride  in  Pittsburg  as  a  law  student,  sup- 
porting himself  in  the  meantime  by  clerical 
work  in  the  county  treasurer's  offices.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  by  examination  in 
1 89 1.  On  October  i  of  the  same  year  he  en- 
tered on  his  profession  in  Pittsburg,  where  he 
has  already  acquired  a  profitable  general  law 
business.  In  1S93  he  received  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Philosophy  from  the  Western  Uni- 
versity. 

Although  Mr.  Fulmer  is  an  active  Republi- 
can, and  takes  a  prominent  part  in  party  work, 
he  is  not  an  aspirant  to  public  office.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Western  University  Alumni  Association,  and 
is  connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  member  and  the  Rul- 
ing Elder  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Oak- 
dale. 


UNT    MILLS    BUTLER,    the    station 
master  of  the  Union  Station  in  Pitts- 

i-^  V.^ ^  burg,     was    born     at    Northampton, 

Mass.,  May  20,  1834,  son  of  Edward  and  Car- 
oline H.  (Butler)  Butler.  His  grandfather, 
Simeon  Butler,  is  stated  to  have  been  a  printer, 
bookbinder,  and  bookseller  in  1775,  and  to 
have  been  the  first  to  print  letter-heads  for  the 
United  States  Senate.  Simeon  was  also  Se- 
lectman of  Northampton,  where  he  was  much 
respected.      He  died  in  1848. 

Edward  Butler,  born  in  Northampton  in 
1798,  was  there  given  his  business  training  in 
his  father's  book-store.  In  early  manhood  he 
went  into  the  general  notion  business  for  him- 
self in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  that  business  until  he  was  burned  out 
by  the  great  fire  of  1836.  After  this  reverse 
of  fortune  he  turned  his  attention  to  shipping, 
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and  for  some  years  acted  as  supercargo  for  the 
firm  of  Grinnell,  Mintun  &  Co.,  buying  goods 
for  them  in  China.  In  1S47  he  started  the 
manufacture  of  sewing-silk  in  Mansfield, 
Conn.,  his  factory  being  one  of  the  first  of  the 
kind  in  the  country.  In  this  industry  he 
thereafter  continued  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1849.  He  married  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Butler,  who  was  a  prominent  attorney 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  no  relation  in  any 
way.  Of  this  union  ten  children  were  born, 
namely:  Thomas,  the  first-born,  who  died  in 
infancy ;  Sarah,  who  married  James  E.  Cald- 
well, a  jeweller  of  Philadelphia;  Edward,  who 
was  cashier  of  the  Exchange  National  Bank  of 
New  York  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1865  ; 
Theodore  H.,  who  has  the  tastes  of  his  grand- 
father, and  does  a  large  book  business  in  Phil- 
adelphia; Hunt  M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Harriet,  who  married  the  poet,  T.  Buchanan 
Read,  and  resides  in  Germantown,  Philadel- 
phia; Robert  M.,  who  died  in  Australia  after 
a  thirty  years'  residence  in  that  distant  land; 
Mary  Hunt,  who  married  James  J.  Reeves,  a 
prominent  attorney-at-law  of  Bridgeton,  N.J.  ; 
Caroline  Hyde,  who  married  W.  C.  Uuyck- 
inck,  of  New  York,  a  retired  business  man 
who  is  now  residing  in  Morristown,  N.J.  ;  and 
Franklin  Delino,  the  youngest,  who  died  in 
Pittsburg  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six. 
The  mother  lived  with  her  daughter  in  Phila- 
delphia after  the  loss  of  her  husband,  and  died 
there  in  1893.  They  were  both  members  of 
the  Unitarian  church. 

Hunt  M.  Butler  first  went  to  school  in 
Northampton  and  later  to  the  Hopkins  Acad- 
emy at  Hadley  and  the  Williston  Seminary  at 
Easthampton,  Mass.  He  then  went  to  sea 
before  the  mast,  making  a  number  of  voyages, 
including  two  to  China,  and  gradually  rising 
until  on  his  last  voyage,  made  in  i860,  he  was 
second  mate  on  the  ship  "Flying  Eagle."     On 


retiring  from  the  sea  he  went  into  the  employ 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  first  as 
brakeman.  Afterward  he  became  conductor 
on  a  passenger  train,  and  in  1864  he  was  made 
station  master  of  the  Union  Station.  This 
position  he  has  most  efficiently  filled  for  the 
past  thirty-three  years,  handling  thousands  of 
trains  yearly,  without  a  single  accident  to 
passenger  or  property. 

Mr.  Butler's  first  marriage  was  contracted 
with  Rebecca  E.,  a  daughter  of  General  C.  F. 
Jackson,  who  was  killed  at  Fredericksburg, 
November  12,  1S63.  She  died  in  March, 
1873.  Her  children  were:  Charles  B.,  Wal- 
ter R.,  Rebecca  J.  Rebecca  is  now  the  wife 
of  Harry  Sellars.  In  November,  1873,  he  was 
united  to  Emma  K.  Laufman,  by  whom  he  had 
two  children.  These  were:  Harry  L.,  the 
ticket  examiner  of  the  Union  Station;  and 
Theodore  H.,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Butler  is  one  of  the  supporters  and  a 
regular  attendant  of  the  Highland  Presbyterian 
Church  Home  on  Highland  Avenue.  He  was 
made  a  Mason  of  Milnor  Lodge,  No.  287,  in 
1867,  and  Master  in  1871,  and  belongs  to 
Zurabubel  Chapter,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  and  the  Knights  of  Honor.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  P.  R.  R.  Veterans'  Associa- 
tion, and  of  the  P.  R.R.  Relief  Association. 


W" 


ILLIAM  ALLEN  SIPE,  an  attor- 
ney-at-law, actively  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  435 
Diamond  Street,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  is  a  Pennsyl- 
vanian  by  birth,  having  been  born  in  Fulton 
County,  near  Harrisonville,  July  i,  1844. 
On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  German  extrac- 
tion, his  grandfather,  Conrad  Sipe,  having 
been  a  descendant  of  one  Conrad  Sipe,  who 
came  from  Alsace,  or  Lorraine,  and  was  one 
of  the   earliest  settlers  of   the   United    States. 
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Conrad  was  born  in  that  portion  of  Bedford 
County  afterward  called  Fulton,  and  there 
spent  his  life  of  sixty-eight  years  engaged  as 
a  blacksmith  and  farmer.  He  was  a  man  of 
resolute  character.  Temperate  in  his  habits 
and  benevolent,  he  was  a  strong  Methodist  in 
religion.  He  reared  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, his  son,  George  W.  B. ,  having  been  the 
father  of  William  Allen. 

George  W.  B.  Sipe  was  reared  in  Bedford 
County,  where  as  a  young  man  he  was  em- 
ployed in  agriculture.  He  subsequently  be- 
came a  prosperous  merchant  of  Fulton  County, 
where  he  died  in  1890,  seventy-four  years  of 
age.  Of  his  two  marriages  the  first  was  con- 
tracted with  Martha  Ann  Tanner,  who  was  one 
of  the  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  Jacob  Tanner.  Mr.  Tanner, 
born  in  Maryland,  who  came  of  Scotch-Irish 
ancestry,  was  a  Methodist  throughout  his 
life.  One  of  his  sons  is  still  living,  being 
a  prominent  business  man  of  Shepherdstown, 
W.  Va.  Mrs.  Martha  Ann  Sipe  died  when 
but  thirty  years  old,  leaving  six  children, 
five  of  whom  are  yet  living  These  are: 
William  A.,  James  B.,  Mary  F.,  Anna  D., 
and  George  W.  Mary  F.  is  the  wife  of 
Henry  Spangler,  and  Anna  D.  is  the  wife 
of  R.  W.  Cook.  The  mother  was  an  earnest 
Christian  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  The  father's  second  wife,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Steever  Sipe,  bore  him  five  children, 
of  whom  the  sole  survivor  is  Etta.  He  was 
a   Presbyterian    in    religion. 

William  Allen  Sipe  was  reared  on  the  pa- 
rental homestead  until  fourteen  years  old, 
assisting  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  and  attend- 
ing the  district  school.  He  subsequently 
entered  Cassville  Academy,  in  Huntingdon 
County,  graduating  therefrom  in  1862.  Then 
he  began  to  read  law  in  the  office  of  the  Hon. 
R.  M.  Speer,  the  father  of  the  present  secre- 


tary of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  August 
5,  1865.  Mr.  Sipe  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Huntingdon,  where  he  remained 
twenty  months.  The  succeeding  two  years 
were  spent  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.  In  October, 
1868,  he  located  in  Pittsburg.  Here  he  has 
built  up  a  substantial  practice,  which  is  con- 
fined almost  entirely  to  the  civil  courts.  For 
the  past  two  years  his  home  has  been  at  287 
Federal  Street,  Allegheny.  He  had  pre- 
viously resided  on  the  farm  for  ten  years. 
Mr.  Sipe  served  in  the  late  war  for  a  few 
weeks;  but,  being  a  delicate  lad,  he  was  sent 
home  before  seeing  much  active  service.  He 
has  always  been  a  firm  Democrat  in  politics, 
and  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  local  affairs. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  national  legislature 
twice.  On  the  first  occasion  he  was  chosen 
to  serve  out  the  unexpired  term  of  Alexander 
Craig  in  the  Fifty-second  Congress,  and  on 
the  second  occasion  he  served  for  a  full  term  in 
the  Fifty-third  Congress.  The  district  which 
he  represented  had  then,  and  has  now,  a  popu- 
lar majority  of  five  thousand  five  hundred;  and 
he  ran  three  thousand  votes  ahead  of  President 
Cleveland.  In  1891,  when  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  No.  3,  for  Allegheny  County  was 
established,  a  petition  signed  by  some  four 
hundred  brother  lawyers  was  presented  to  the 
governor  of  Pennsylvania,  urging  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Sipe  to  a  judgeship  in  this  court; 
but,  failing  to  secure  the  appointment,  he 
withdrew  as  a  candidate  for  nomination  when 
his  nomination  by  the  Democratic  County  Con- 
vention was  assured,  to  permit  the  nomination 
of  J.  M.  Kennedy,  who  had  been  appointed  by 
the  governor  to  fill  the  jDOsition  until  January 
I  following.  While  serving  his  last  term  in 
Congress,  Mr.  Sipe,  while  opposing  the  free 
coinage  of  silver,  favored  bimetallism.  At 
various  times,    in   addition   to  other  property, 
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he  has  had  large  holdings  in  real  estate  in  this 
and  other  localities. 

On  October  31,  1867,  Mr.  Sipe  married 
Miss  Clara  E.  Borland,  a  daughter  of  John 
M.  and  Jane  (Snurr)  Borland.  She  died 
August  13,  1870,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Nellie,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Bavid  L.  Ful- 
ton, the  Commissioner  of  Highways  in  Alle- 
gheny City.  Mrs.  Clara  E.  Sipe  was  a 
woman  of  most  estimable  character  and  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
In  November,  1873,  a  second  marriage  united 
Mr.  Sipe  to  Miss  Mary  Matchett,  a  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Margaret  Hutchinson  Match- 
ett, of  Allegheny  City.  The  children  of  this 
union  were:  Mabel  Allen,  George  Tanner, 
Paul  Bernard,  Margaret  Hutchison,  Miriam 
Burchard,  and  William  A.  Sipe,  Jr.  None  of 
the  daughters  lived  long.  The  three  sons 
have  been  given  a  college  education.  George 
T.  is  devoting  his  attention  to  general  busi- 
ness ;  William  has  adopted  the  profession  of  the 
law;  and  Paul  B.,  who  has  developed  remark- 
able musical  talent,  after  a  thorough  training 
by  the  best  Pittsburg  teachers,  is  completing  a 
musical  education  under  celebrated  instructors 
in  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sipe  and  their 
three  sons  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church. 


■Tt^EV.  JAMES  WRIGHT  WITHER- 
I  >r  SPOON,  pastor  of  the  Fifth  United 
-i-^  V^_  ^  Presbyterian  Church  of  Allegheny, 
Pa.,  is  a  native  of  Washington  County,  this 
State.  He  was  born  near  Florence,  May  4, 
183^,  son  of  Joshua  and  Jane  (Hooper) 
Witherspoon.  His  maternal  grandfather  was 
John  Plooper,  a  farmer  who  was  born  near 
Clinton  in  Allegheny  County,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  John  Witherspoon, 
who  was  born  near  Paisley,  Scotland,  whence 


he  removed  to  the  north  of  Ireland.  Later, 
in  order  to  escape  the  exorbitant  taxes  levied 
by  the  landlords,  he  came  with  his  wife  and 
child  to  America, -settling  at  first  in  New 
Jersey  and  subsequently  in  Washiugtoji 
County,  Pennsylvania,  where  both  he  and  his 
wife  lived  to  a  good  age.  Their  family  con- 
sisted  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Witherspoon's  parents  were 
both  born  in  Pennsylvania,  his  father  in 
Washington  County  and  his  mother  in  Alle- 
gheny County;  and  both  are  buried  near  where 
the  father  was  born.  Their  children  were  : 
John;  Elizabeth,  who  was  Mrs.  William  Gil- 
liland,  now  deceased;  William;  the  Rev. 
James  W.  ;  and  Samuel.  Joshua  Witherspoon 
was  a  farmer.  He  died  April  16,  1856,  aged 
fifty-six  years.  He  was  for  many  years  an  Pol- 
der in  the  United  Presbyterian  church,  and  his 
wife  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  same  body. 

James  Wright  Witherspoon  was  reared  on 
his  father's  farm,  and  his  early  education  was 
obtained  in  the  district  schools.  Entering  the 
first  preparatory  class  at  Westminster  College 
in  September,  1854,  he  was  graduated  in  June, 
1859.  For  three  months  before  his  gradua- 
tion, he  had  taught  in  the  academy  at  Mead- 
ville;  and  he  continued  teaching  for  three 
months  after.  In  the  fall  of  1859  ^^^  entered 
the  United  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary 
at  Allegheny,  and  the  three  following  terms 
were  spent  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Xenia,  Ohio. 

On  April  16,  1862,  he  was  licensed  by  the 
LInited  Presbyterian  Presbytery  of  Frankford, 
Pa.,  and  preached  during  that  summer.  He 
graduated  from  the  seminary  in  March,  1863; 
and  in  April  of  that  year,  exactly  one  year  from 
the  time  he  was  licensed,  he  accepted  a  call 
from  the  united  charge  of  the  congregations  of 
Ohio  and  Raccoon  in  New  Scottsville  and  New 
Sheffield,    respectively.      On   the  first   Sunday 
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in  the  following  May  he  preached  his  first 
sermon  as  pastor  of  this  new  charge,  and  in 
September  he  was  ordained  and  installed. 

He  was  married  on  October  15,  1S63,  to 
Miss  Annie  Monroe,  daughter  of  George  and 
Martha  Monroe,  of  Xenia.  Mrs.  VVitherspoon 
died  January  19,  1S95,  having  been  the  mother 
of  seven  children,  all  sons.  The  two  eldest 
died  in  infancy.  The  five  now  living  are: 
James,  Walter,  Ralph,  Monroe,  and  William 
Cuyler  Witherspoon.  James  Witherspoon  is 
a  graduate  of  W^estminster  College  and  a 
practising  physician,  living  at  104  Buena 
Vista  Street,  Allegheny;  Walter  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  the  Western 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  March,  1897; 
Ralph  is  a  clerk  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Allegheny;  Monroe  is  a  Junior  in  West- 
minster College;  and  William  C.  has  just 
completed  his  studies  in  the  public  school  of 
Allegheny. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Witherspoon  was  pastor  of  his 
first  charge  from  May,  1863,  until  December, 
1866,  when  he  came  to  Allegheny  to  his  pres- 
ent charge,  then  a  small  mission  band.  Dur- 
ing the  thirty  years  in  which  Mr.  Witherspoon 
has  labored  here,  he  has  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  the  church  increase  until  it  now  has  a 
membership  of  between  six  hundred  and  seven 
hundred  persons.  For  the  past  twenty-seven 
years  Mr.  Witherspoon,  in  addition  to  his 
pastoral  duties,  has  served  as  corresponding 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Freedmen's  Missions 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  The  duties 
of  this  position  have  required  him  to  visit  the 
various  missions  in  the  South  every  year,  and 
he  has  arranged  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  has 
fixed  the  location  of  nearly  all  of  these  missions. 
During  the  same  period,  also,  he  has  been  Stated 
Clerk  of  the  Presbytery  of  Allegheny  for  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  for  more  than  twent}' 
years  has  been  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 


tees of  Westminster  College  and  a  member  of 
the  permanent  Committee  on  Finance  of  that 
institution.  As  a  citizen  he  has  been  active 
and  has  taken  an  interest  in  the  industrial  and 
educational  problems  of  the  city.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Control  of  Public 
Schools  for  eight  years,  and  a  portion  of  that 
time  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
High  School.  It  was  during  this  period  that 
the  high  school  was  established,  and  to  Mr. 
Witherspoon  belongs  the  honor  of  having 
introduced  the  first  motion  for-a  high  school. 

For  twenty-five  years  he  lived  on  Henderson 
Street,  Nunnery  Hill,  and  then  moved  to  his 
present  residence  at  153  Buena  Vista  Avenue. 
At  the  beginning  of  his  ministry  here  the 
congregation  worshipped  in  a  small  brick 
chapel  on  the  corner  of  First  and  East  Streets, 
and  remained  there  until  1870.  In  1869,  on  a 
lot  on  the  corner  of  Irwin  Avenue  and  F"ill- 
more  Street,  given  for  the  purpose  by  Mr. 
John  Taggart,  an  old  and  wealthy  citizen  of 
the  Second  Ward,  the  foundations  of  a  new 
building  were  laid;  and  early  in  1S70  the 
superstructure  was  erected.  Preparatory  to 
entering  the  new  building,  a  Sunday-school  was 
opened  in  the  Theological  Seminary  on  the 
corner  of  North  Avenue  and  Buena  Vista 
Street,  with  ten  teachers  and  fifty  pupils.  In 
October  the  church  was  finished,  and  the 
school  was  moved  into  it  the  second  Sunday 
of  that  month.  The  main  audience  room  was 
finished  during  the  winter;  and  it  was  dedi- 
cated for  public  worship  on  the  second  Sunday 
of  April,  1871,  having  cost,  including  the 
furnishings,  twenty-si.x  thousand  dollars. 


AMUEL    CHARLES     PEARCE,    a 
well-known   politician   of  Pittsburg, 
was  born    at    Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
England,  February  5,  1B63,  son   of  Harry  and 
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Mary  (Volster)  Pearce.  The  grandfather, 
Samuel  Pearce,  also  a  native  of  Newcastle, 
was  engaged  in  mining.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  church.  His  son,  Harry,  the  only 
member  of  the  family  who  left  England, 
was  born  December  27,  1838.  Harry  grew 
up  in  Newcastle,  and  was  educated  there. 
After  serving  his  time  as  apprentice  in  min- 
ing, he  was  made  assistant  superintendent  of 
a  large  colliery.  He  married  Mary  Volster, 
a  daughter  of  Charles  Volster,  who  belonged 
to  an  old  family  of  Newcastle,  and  there  lived 
and  died.  To  this  union  two  children  were 
born  while  the  parents  were  in  England  — 
Samuel  Charles  and  Sarah.  Sarah  is  now 
Mrs.  William  Anbalink,  of  Pittsburg.  In 
1866  Mr.  Pearce  brought  his  family  to  Pitts- 
burg'. A  month  later  he  went  to  Ridgway, 
Elk  County,  to  open  up  a  coal  mine  for  the 
Philadelphia  Fuel  Company,  acting  as  their 
superintendent,  having  charge  of  all  the 
larger  works  of  the  company,  and  residing 
there  until  1869!  He  then  resigned  to  enter 
the  employ  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  as  an  expert  to  explore  for  coal  in 
Wyoming  Territory.  Successful  in  this  en- 
terprise, he  opened  up  three  different  mines, 
and  was  occupied  in  Wyoming  until  1873- 
While  there  he  owned  a  share  in  a  gold  mine 
found  in  the  Black  Hills,  but  sold  it  when 
about  to  return  East.  He  was  next  engaged 
in  the  hotel  business  in  several  towns  of 
Western  Pennsylvania.  He  now  owns  hotel 
property  in  Allegheny  City,  where  he  has  re- 
sided during  the  past  five  years.  He  has  al- 
ways been  an  ardent  Republican  and  protec- 
tionist. Four  children  were  born  to  him  in 
this  country,  namely:  Harry,  Jr.,  who  died  in 
1895  at  the  age  of  twenty-six;  Thomas  A., 
who  married,  and  resides  in  Allegheny;  Jo- 
seph C,  who  holds  the  position  of  cashier  in 
his  brother's   ofifice;    and    Rhoda,    who    is    at 


home.      Both  parents  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist church. 

Samuel  Charles  Pearce  first  went  to  school 
in  Tarentum,  where  the  family  resided  during 
his  father's  absence  in  the  West.  On  com- 
pleting the  course  of  the  public  school,  he 
became  a  moulder  in  the  employ  of  the  Stand- 
ard Manufacturing  Company  of  Allegheny. 
The  heavy  work  and  the  dampness  connected 
with  this  occupation  obliged  him  to  give  it  up 
after  a  time.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
entered  the  Curry  Institute,  taking  both  the 
regular  and  the  business  courses.  After  grad- 
uating from  this  school,  he  started  a  small 
general  country  store  at  Springdale.  Meet- 
ing with  success  from  the  start,  he  in  time 
acquired  a  very  profitable  business,  and  became 
the  proprietor  of  a  large  establishment.  Ill 
health  compelled  him  to  sell  out  in  1S87. 
From  the  time  he  cast  his  first  vote  Mr. 
Pearce  has  taken  an  active  and  influential  part 
in  the  politics  of  the  county  and  State.  A 
member  of  the  Republican  party,  he  served  on 
the  local  committee,  and  represented  his  town 
in  different  conventions.  On  May  i,  1888,  he 
vv'cnt  into  the  treasurer's  ofifice  with  William 
Hill',  the  treasurer,  as  a  temporary  arrange- 
ment. By  the  next  treasurer,  John  A.  Bell, 
he  was  appointed  cashier  to  the  county  treas- 
urer. In  this  position  he  handled  yearly  from 
two  to  three  millions  of  dollars.  While  so 
employed  he  was  made  Director  of  Schools,  in 
which  capacity  he  still  serves.  He  has  been 
for  three  years  the  secretary  of  the  School 
Board,  and  is  now  its  treasurer.  At  the  close 
of  Mr.  Bell's  term  Mr.  Pearce  was  appointed 
Mercantile  Appraiser  for  the  county.  Upon 
the  expiration  of  his  term  in  that  ofifice  he 
became  cashier  again  under  County  Treasurer 
Brown,  till  Mr.  Brown  appointed  him  to  his 
present  lucrative  position,  which  he  has  ably 
filled   for  the  past  two   years.      He    has  been 
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twice  delegate  to  the  State  conventions,  first 
to  that  which  nominated  Mr.  Jackson  for  State 
treasurer,  and  whom  he  supported.  In  1895 
he  was  delegate  when  Quay  was  nominated  for 
State  chairman.  He  has  been  for  five  years 
secretary  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  Alle- 
gheny County.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Young 
Men's  Tariff  Club;  and  he  is  a  director  of  the 
State  Bank  on  Liberty  Street,  Pittsburg,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  original  organizers. 
Mr.  Pearce  handles  considerable  real  estate, 
and  was  for  seven  years  secretary  of  the 
Springdale  Building  and  Loan  Association,  of 
which  he  is  now  president.  While  not  the 
largest,  this  association  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  in  the  county;  and  its  president  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  directing  its  affairs. 
He  was  delegate  from  the  Tariff  Club  to  the 
National  League  of  Ixepublican  Clubs  at 
Buffalo  in  1892;  and  he  was  delegate-at-large 
from  this  State  at  the  meeting  in  Denver, 
Col.,  in  the  same  year.  While  in  the  West 
in  1892,  Mr.  Pearce  travelled  quite  exten- 
sively, visiting  many  of  the  strange  corners  of 
the  country. 

On  October  29,  1884,  Mr.  Pearce  married 
Miss  Luella  C.  Mellon,  daughter  of  Samuel 
G.  and  Matilda  Mellon,  of  Springdale.  Her 
grandfather,  Joseph  Mellon,  now  ninety-four 
years  old  and  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of 
Springdale,  is  one  of  the  early  property 
owners  there,  and,  with  her  father,  owns  boats 
on  the  old  canal.  The  father  is  now  retired. 
They  were  both  prominent  in  the  early  days  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Pearce 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  He  has  two  children — Nellie  and 
Eunice.  The  family  has  had  a  beautiful  home 
in  SiJringdale  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Pearce  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  the 
Springdale  Lodge,  No.  1052,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
was  a  delegate  to  the  last  Grand  Lodge  held  in 


1896.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Sharpsburg 
Zaradatha  Lodge,  No.  484,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
Recorder  of  the  Springdale  Lodge,  1892, 
A.  O.  U.  W. 


'DSON  SAMSON,  a  funeral  director 
of  Pittsburg  and  the  owner  of  what 
is  perhaps  the  finest  crematory  in 
his  section  of  the  country,  was  born  at  Pulaski, 
Oswego  County,  N.  Y. ,  April  29,  1S40,  son  of 
Jonathan  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Draper)  Samson. 
He  comes  of  an  old  family  of  Nantucket, 
Mass.  His  grandfather,  Samuel  Samson,  of 
Nantucket,  married  Nancy  Tabor,  who  also 
belonged  to  an  old  family  of  that  place.  Both 
Samuel  and  his  wife  were  Quakers. 

Jonathan  M.  Samson  was  born  in  Saratoga 
County,  September  29,  iSio.  Shortly  after 
his  birth  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Quaker  Hill,  N.Y. ,  where  he  remained  until 
he  came  of  age.  He  learned  the  painter's 
trade  in  Lowville,  Lewis  County,  N.Y.,  and 
then  returned  to  his  native  town,  where  he 
resided  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Joel  Draper, 
of  Lowville,  formerly  of  New  Jersey,  died  at 
Pulaski  in  1867.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  ;  and,  although 
her  husband  leaned  to  the  faith  of  his  fathers, 
he  always  attended  divine  service  with  her. 
Their  two  daughters  died  in  early  youth. 
Their  sons,  Hudson  and  Dexter,  now  reside  in 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.  Jonathan  M.  Samson  was 
one  of  the  original  abolitionists;  and  he,  with 
but  two  other  citizens  in  the  county,  boldly 
voted  for  the  abolition  candidates  in  the  days 
when  that  great  movement  was  discouraged  on 
every  side.  He  died  January  3,  1894,  at  the 
home  of  his  son  in  Pittsburg. 

Hudson  Samson  took  a  preparatory  course  at 
Pulaski  Academy  with   the  purpose  of  subse- 
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quently  entering  college;  but,  his  health  being 
delicate,  the  plan  was  abandoned.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1859,  the  young  man  came  to  Pittsburg, 
and  there  started  in  business  for  himself.  He 
became  a  successful  funeral  director.  The 
increase  of  his  business  in  1884  led  him  to 
build  a  very  fine  and  extensive  chapel  under- 
taking-rooms on  Si.xth  Avenue.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year,  having  become  deeply  interested 
in  the  subject  of  cremation,  he  built  a  crema- 
tory in  accordance  with  the  most  advanced 
ideas,  containing  the  best  of  furnaces  and  sup- 
plied e.xclusively  with  natural  gas.  Also 
largely  interested  in  real  estate,  Mr.  Samson 
owns  a  number  of  houses  in  Allegheny  and 
valuable  property  at  the  East  End. 

On  February  4,  1862,  Mr.  Samson  married 
Susan  Gilmore,  of  Utica,  N.Y.  Of  their  six- 
children  Harry  G.  and  Cora  L.  are  living, 
both  residing  with  their  parents.  Harry  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Sager,  of  Saegerstown, 
Pa.,  and  has  two  sons — Howard  and  Hudson. 
Cora  L.  is  one  of  the  most  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Sam- 
son has  been  the  president  of  the  Valley  Camp 
Meeting  Association  since  its  organization. 
Many  of  the  mission  Sunday-schools  and  other 
church  organizations  owe  their  e.xistence  and 
usefulness  to  his  efforts.  He  is  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, and  is  upon  the  Advisory  Board  of 
the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association. 
Church  and  church  extension  have  been  Mr. 
Samson's  life  aim,  and  outside  of  his  business 
no  other  interests  have  so  completely  absorbed 
his  attention.  To  live  one's  life  actively  for 
others  has  seemed  to  be  his  idea  of  a  lifetime 
well  spent.  Eew  men  in  the  city  are  more 
admired  and  respected.  A  Mason  of  the 
thirty-second  degree,  he  has  advanced  through 
the  different  grades  of  the  order  up  to  the 
Pittsburg  Consistory. 


^t:: 


LLIAM  SANKEY,  who  is  largely 
;erested  in  the  old  firm  of  Sankey 
Brothers,  Pittsburg,  was  born  near 
Pottsville,  Schuylkill  County,  September  16, 
1836,  son  of  Francis  and  Mary  (Jackson) 
Sankey.  The  father  was  born  in  Shropshire, 
England,  the  home  of  his  ancestors;  and  there 
he  learned  the  coal  mining  business.  He 
married  Mary  Jackson,  of  Lancashire,  Eng- 
land, and  came  to  the  United  States  in  June 
of  the  year  1836.  He  went  to  Pottsville,  and 
there  followed  mining  until  the  fall  of  1847, 
when,  packing  his  household  effects  in  a  coun- 
try wagon,  he  came  to  Pittsburg  by  way  of 
Halifax,  Hollidaysburg,  and  Johnstown,  part 
of  the  journey  being  made  by  canal.  Here 
Mr.  Sankey  established  himself  as  a  coal 
miner  on  the  South  Side.  Later  in  life  he 
opened  the  coal  drift  on  Hillside  for  Messrs, 
Jones  &  Laughlin,  who  opened  their  works  on 
the  South  Side  in  1S57.  This  work  Mr. 
Sankey  did  in  company  with  his  son  on  con- 
tract ;  and  he  managed  the  drift  for  about  ten 
years,  until  within  two  years  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1870.  His  wife  was  a 
member  of  the  Bingham  Street  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  They  had  six  sons  and  six 
daughters,  of  whom  five  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters lived  to  maturity.  The  latter  were: 
Hannah,  now  Mrs.  Turner;  Mary,  the  wife 
of  George  D.  Siebert;  Sarah,  the  wife  of 
William  Vogel,  of  Pittsburg;  William; 
Thomas;  and  John,  who  served  in  the  Fifth 
Heavy  Artillery,  and  died  in  1884;  Francis, 
who  was  killed  in  the  army;  Matthew,  who 
died  in  the  army  in  1861  ;  and  Martha,  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Davidson,  who  died  thirty- 
nine  years  ago.  The  mother  died  in  August, 
1895,  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  her  age. 

William  Sankey  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Schuylkill  County,  and  received 
most  of  his  schooling  before  the  age  of  eleven 
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in  the  public  scliools  of  Schuylkill  County. 
At  the  night  school  in  Pittsburg  he  gained 
some  knowledge  of  book-keeping.  Until 
April  I,  i860,  he  worked  with  his  father  in 
the  mine.  On  this  date,  in  company  with  his 
brother  John,  he  opened  a  small  hand  brick 
works  on  the  McChurg  property;  and  later, 
upon  coming  of  age,  Thomas  was  taken  into 
the  firm.  They  first  turned  out  from  nine 
hundred  thousand  to  one  million  bricks  from 
what  was  called  a  two-gang  yard,  this  being 
all  hand  work.  In  February,  1877,  a  machine 
was  put  into  the  works  that  made  good  brick, 
and  gave  practical  results  in  every  way. 
Other  machines  had  been  used  ten  years  be- 
fore and  proved  inadequate;  and  this  caused  a 
prejudice  against  machine  brick,  so  that 
San  key  Brothers  were  for  several  years  .the 
sole  manufacturers  of  machine-made  brick. 
They  employed  two  machines,  each  of  which 
turned  out  five  million  bricks  yearly.  They 
have  since  added  a  machine  for  pressed  brick, 
making  high-grade  and  fancy-shaped  brick. 
It  is  claimed  that  the  company  has  made  more 
brick  than  any  other  firm  in  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burg, controlling  -the  best  trade,  and  produc- 
ing the  finest  article  made.  Though  still 
holding  a  large  interest  in  the  factory,  Mr. 
Sankey  and  his  brothers  have  left  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business  to  the  younger  members 
of  the  firm.  He  was  for  a  time  a  stockholder 
in  the  South  Side  Planing  Mills.  This  firm 
has  built  more  than  a  hundred  houses  on  the 
South  Side,  and  still  owns  the  most  of  them. 

Mr.  Sankey  married  Miss  Mary  Eynon,  who 
came  of  Welsh  ancestry.  Her  mother  mar- 
ried a  second  husband,  a  Mr.  Worth ington, 
whose  name  Miss  Eynon  bore.  Mrs.  Sankey 
died  March  3,  1896,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven. 
She  had  seven  children,  of  whom  William  E. , 
Thomas  H.,  John  F.,  and  Walter  M.  are  liv- 
ing.     William  E.  is  now  the  manager  of  the 


business  of  Sankey  Brothers.  He  has  served 
on  the  Select  Council,  for  two  terms  on  the 
School  Board,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Cen- 
tral Board  of  Education.  He  married  Mar- 
garet Cary,  and  has  had  four  children — Alice, 
Walter,  Ethel,  and  Mary.  Thomas  H. 
Sankey  is  also  connected  with  the  business  in 
which  his  father,  uncles,  and  brothers  are  as- 
sociated; and  he  has  also  gone  into  real  estate 
and  insurance.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was 
Miss  Maud  Clemens.  John  F.  is  with  his 
father  and  his  brother  Thomas  in  real  estate, 
under  the  firm  name  of  William  Sankey  & 
Sons.  He  married  Mrs.  Mary  Morgan,  and 
has  two  children  —  William  and  Thomas. 
Walter  M.  Sankey,  the  youngest  living  child 
of  William,  holds  a  good  position  in  the  brick- 
yard, and  resides  at  home.  Mrs.  Sankey  was 
a  member  of  the  Eighteenth  Street  Methodist 
Protestant  Church.  Mr.  Sankey,  who  is  the 
oldest  member  of  the  society,  has  attended 
service  there  since  the  day  the  church  was 
opened.  He  was  for  several  terms  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Lately  he  has  de- 
clined re-election.  He  has  been  interested  in 
the  Sunday-school,  and  was  for  many  years  its 
librarian.  He  is  most  liberal  in  all  his  deal- 
ings, and  a  large  contributor  to  public  chari- 
ties, including  the  South  Side  Hospital.  His 
fine  house  on  Mission  Street  has  been  his  resi- 
dence since  1874. 


(5 1  HOMAS  SANKEY,  a  retired  member 
(J  I  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Sankey 
Brothers,  of  Pittsburg,  was  born  in 
Schuylkill  County,  near  Pottsville,  in  June, 
1843,  son  of  Francis  and  Mary  (Jackson) 
Sankey.  The  parents,  both  natives  of  Eng- 
land, born  respectively  in  Shropshire  and 
Lancashire,  were  married  in  their  native 
land.  The  father  was  a  coal  miner  there. 
Three  years  after  his  marriage  he  and  his  wife 
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emigrated  to  America,  and  first  settled  in 
Pottsville,  where  their  three  eldest  sons  were 
born.  In  1847  he  brought  his  family  to  Pitts- 
burg, and  bought  land  on  the  South  Side, 
where  the  family  has  since  resided.  He  be- 
came manager  of  the  Hillside  coal  shaft,  be- 
longing to  Messrs.  Jones  &  Laughlin,  which 
position  he  retained  until  186S.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty  in  the  year  1870.  Of  their 
twelve  children  nine  reached  maturity, 
namely:  Hannah,  now  Mrs.  Turner,  of  Pitts- 
burg; Mary,  the  wife  of  George  D.  Siebert; 
Sarah,  the  wife  of  William  Vogel,  of  Pitts- 
burg; William,  Thomas,  and  John,  the  origi- 
nal members  of  the  firm  Sankey  Brothers; 
Francis,  who  was  killed  at  Gaines's  Mill 
while  under  General  McClellan  in  1861,  in 
the  Si.xty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Regiment;  Matthew,  who  also  died  in  the 
war  in  1861  ;  and  Martha,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Davidson,  who  died  thirty-nine  years  ago. 
The  mother  died  in  August,  1S95,  aged 
eighty-four  years.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Bingham  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Thomas  Sankey  received  a  limited  educa- 
tion in  his  early  youth.  After  leaving 
school,  he  was  employed  in  different  ways 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  when  his 
two  brothers,  William  and  John,  formed  a 
partnership  with  him,  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brick,  opening  yards  on  the 
South  Side.  A  progressive  firm  from  the  be- 
ginning, they  introduced  many  new 'features 
in  brick-making,  building  up  an  extensive  and 
successful  business  in  a  comparatively  short 
time.  In  1877  machines  were  put  into  the 
factory,  and  operated  successfully  several 
years  before  other  manufacturers  took  up  the 
idea.  The  firm  became  the  largest  manufact- 
urers of  brick  in  Allegheny  County.  While 
making  a  specialty  of  fine  pressed  brick  of 
different  shapes,  they  were  able  to  turn   out 


ten  million  bricks  annually.  Mr.  Sankey  has 
also  been  largely  interested  in  real  estate,  and 
built  extensively.  One  of  his  pet  enterprises 
is  a  large  poultry  yard  at  Hamlin  Station,  sit- 
uated on  the  Panhandle  Railroad,  said  to  be 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  United  States.  A 
close  board  fence,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in 
length,  encloses  the  hill  set  apart  for  the 
poultry;  and  this  also  includes  a  game  preserve 
in  the  woods  at  the  top  of  the  hill.  Within 
this  enclosure  is  a  southern  slope  for  his 
buildings,  and  a  gas  well  that  supplies  heat  to 
the  poultry,  and  light  and  heat  to  the  six 
buildings,  sixty  feet  long,  and  to  the  commo- 
dious house  in  which  the  manager  lives.  This 
farm,  on  which  he  raises  choice  breeds,  is 
generally  known  as  the  Thomas  &  T.  M. 
Sankey  Poultry  Farm.  They  also  own  two 
good  farms  in  the  same  neighborhood,  under 
one  of  which  is  two  hundred  acres  of  coal,  not 
at  the  present  time  worked  by  the  owner. 
Mr.  Sankey  votes  the  Republican  ticket  on 
general  issues.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Council  for  the  borough  before  it  was  admitted 
to  the  city.  He  was  one  of  the  first  directors 
of  the  South  Side  Hospital,  the  largest  insti- 
tution in  that  part  of  the  city,  and  was  the 
first  vice-president,  holding  that  office  until 
after  the  erection  of  the  new  building.  Al- 
though he  has  declined  election  to  the  presi- 
dency of  the  hospital,  he  has  been  one  of  its 
most  active  supporters.  While  a  generous 
supporter  of  other  charities,  modesty  leads 
him  to  disguise  his  benevolence;  and  his  phil- 
anthropic deeds  are  known  only  to  the  few. 

Mr.  Sankey  married  Miss  Martha  Ayres,  of 
Pittsburg.  They  have  five  children  now  liv- 
ing: Thomas  M.,  Mary  Altha,  Stella  Mabel, 
Edith  Hazel,  and  Albert  Watson.  Mr. 
Sankey  has  been  a  member  of  the  Eighteenth 
Street  Methodist  Protestant  Church  for  more 
than    forty   years.       In    his    boyhood    he   was 
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present  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  society. 
Since  then  he  has  been  a  trustee  and  steward 
of  the  Board  for  twenty-five  years  past.  He 
has  always  been  associated  with  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  he 
has  presided  over  the  Ormsby  Street  Mission 
Sunday-school  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Ward. 
That  this  undenominational  school  has  flour- 
ished so  long  is  generally  attributed  to  the 
energy  and  unflagging  interest  of  its  superin- 
tendent and  his  assistant,  Mr.  John  Gray. 


f^,t: 


[LLIAM  C.  HASLAGE,  represent- 
ig  the  oldest  firm  of  grocers  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburg,  was  born  there, 
September  ig,  1855,  son  of  William  and  Car- 
olina (Mittler)  Haslage.  The  grandfather, 
Frank  Haslage,  descended  from  an  old  and 
well-known  German  family,  was  a  farmer  of 
the  parish  of  Rahden  called  Varl.  He  was  a 
large  farmer  for  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
lived  and  died  at  V^arl. 

William  Haslage,  son  of  P"rank,  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  of  Rahden.  He 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  1845,  when 
he  left  home  for  America,  with  a  few  dollars 
in  his  pocket.  Upon  his  arrival  in  Pittsburg 
his  money  was  stolen  from  him,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  begin  life  in  a  strange  country,  ab- 
solutely without  money  or  friends.  He  after- 
ward obtained  a  clerk's  position  in  a  grocery 
store.  Some  time  after  he  started  in  business 
on  the  South  Side;  but,  not  succeeding  in  the 
venture,  he  sold  out,  and  entered  the  employ 
of  Reiss  &  Berger.  When  he  again  went  into 
business  for  himself,  he  took  as  his  first  part- 
ners Mr.  Luebee,  Mr.  Plenry  Luebee,  and 
Christ  Kuhlman,  forming  the  firm  Kuhlman, 
Haslage  &  Co.  In  1863  they  were  completely 
burned  out,  losing  everything  except  their 
good  name.      With  this  for  the   bulk  of    the 


capital,  business  was  again  started  on  the  Dia- 
mond, at  the  old  stand,  under  the  style  of 
William  Haslage  &  Co.  In  1870  Mr.  Has- 
lage bought  the  lot  upon  which  the  present  es- 
tablishment stands.  This  store  is  thirty  by 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and  five  stories 
high.  The  firm  occupies  the  entire  building. 
When  it  was  built,  the  partnership  was  some- 
what changed,  Mr.  Kuhlman  removing  with 
Mr.  Haslage,  and  the  Messrs.  Luebee  remain- 
ing at  the  old  stand.  After  four  years  with 
Mr.  Ivuhlman  the  latter  sold  out  his  interest  to 
Mr.  Haslage,  who  thereafter  conducted  the 
business  without  a  partner  until  about  the 
year  1880.  Then  his  son  William  became  a 
member  of  the  firm,  and  the  firm  name 
was  altered  to  William  Haslage  &  Son.  He 
was  a  director  of  the  German  National  Bank 
and  of  the  Artisans'  Insurance  Company.  His 
wife,  Carolina,  who  was  born  in  Germany, 
near  the  French  line,  at  a  little  place  called 
Saar  Bruck,  daughter  of  John  Mittler,  was 
very  young  when  she  came  to  Pittsburg  with 
her  parents.  The  latter  have  since  resided 
here.  The  children  of  William  and  Carolina 
Haslage,  all  of  whom  survived  their  father, 
were:  Sophia,  William  C,  Frank  S.,  Louise, 
Hermann  C,  Charles,  Lena,  and  Emma. 
Sophia,  who  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  Schenkel, 
and  Emma  are  deceased.  Frank  S.  lives  in 
the  West,  and  Lena  is  now  Mrs.  Charles 
Lappe.  The  father  died  December  25,  1881, 
leaving  a  valuable  home  in  Allegheny  City  on 
Spring  Hill,  where  his  wife  still  resides.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Smithfield  Lutheran 
Church. 

William  C.  Haslage,  the  second  child  of 
his  parents,  attended  the  schools  of  Alle- 
gheny City.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went 
abroad  for  a  four  years'  course  at  Darmstadt, 
in  order  to  complete  his  German  education. 
Upon  his  return  he  finished  a  classical  course 
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at  the  Ayres  Latin  School,  and  then  entered 
his  father's  store  to  learn  the  business. 
When  his  father  went  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health  to  the  Silurian  Spring  in  Wisconsin, 
which  the  latter  bought  and  spent  about  sixty 
thousand  dollars  upon,  the  management  of  the 
business  devolved  upon  him.  It  was  carried 
on  by  the  family  for  some  time  after  his  death  ; 
but  the  property  needed  too  much  attention, 
and  it  was  sold.  The  firm  now  deals  largely 
in  fancy  groceries,  and  carries  a  large  stock  of 
imported  goods.  A  branch  house  at  Sewick- 
ley.  Pa.,  is  under  the  same  management. 

In  1 88 1,  April  26,  Mr.  Haslage  married 
Miss  Amelia  Porter  Goehring,  of  Pittsburg,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  L.  Goehring.  They  have 
had  two  children:  Charlie  L.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  seven;  and  Florence  Amelia,  who  re- 
sides with  her  parents  in  Allegheny.  The 
family  are  members  of  Dr.  Goettman's  Luth- 
eran Church  on  Stockton  Avenue.  Mr.  Has- 
lage was  made  a  Mason  in  McCaudless  Lodge, 
No.  390.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arca- 
num. 


H^|EV.    WILLIAM    J.    REID,    D.D., 
pastor  of  the  First  United   Presbyte- 

rian  Church  of  Pittsburg  and  one  of 

the  leading  divines  of  this  city,  was  born  at 
South  Argyle,  Washington  County,  N.Y., 
August  17,  1834.  He  is  the  eldest  surviving 
son  of  the  late  John  and  Elizabeth  (McOuarie) 
Reid,  and  is  descended  from  the  Scotch  fam- 
ilies of  Reid,  of  the  Lowlands,  and  McArthur 
of  the  Campbell  clan.  A  tract  of  land  given 
by  King  George  to  the  Duke  of  Argyle  was 
apportioned  to  the  Scotch ;  and  John  Reid, 
first,  and  the  emigrant  McArthur  each  re- 
ceived a  share.  William  Reid,  the  great- 
grandfather of  Dr.  Reid,  emigrated  from 
Perthshire  to   New   Jersey,  removing   to   New 


York  State  in  1768.  He  was  by  occupation  a 
millwright.  He  died  November  19,  1833, 
more  than  ninety-five  years  of  age. 

His  son  John,  first,  was  born  at  Bascon 
Ridge,  N.J.,  December  23,  1766.  He  was  a 
millwright  in  early  life,  afterward  engaging 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  among  the 
early  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  South  Argyle.  He  married  Miss 
Margaret  McArthur  in  Washington  County, 
New  York,  and  had  children,  among  whom 
was  John,  second,  born  March  14,  1798,  a 
farmer  of  South  Argyle  and  a  member  of  the 
church  of  his  forefathers.  He  married  Octo- 
ber 22,  1829,  Elizabeth  McOuarie,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Donald  and  Elizabeth  (Mclntire)  Mc- 
Ouarie, who  came  to  this  country  about  the 
close  of  last  century.  The  children  of  this 
union  were  four  sons,  the  eldest  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  The  surviving  members  of  the 
family  are:  Dr.  Reid,  of  Pittsburg;  Donald 
and  John  McArthur  Reid  —  the  two  younger 
sons  being  farmers.  The  father  died  July  18, 
1 88 1  ;  and  the  mother,  outliving  her  husband 
but  two  months,  died  September  17  of  the 
same  year. 

William  J.  Reid  prepared  for  college  at 
Argyle  Academy.  He  taught  in  several  dis- 
trict schools  of  Washington  County  during 
the  winters  of  1850-51  and  1852-53,  and  en- 
tered Union  College  at  Schenectady,  N.Y., 
in  the  spring  of  1853  as  a  member  of  the 
Sophomore  class.  He  was  graduated  with 
the  highest  honors  of  his  class  in  1855,  and 
three  years  later  received  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts,  having  taught  throughout  his  col- 
lege course  in  Whitestown  Seminary,  Oneida 
County,  New  York,  first  as  professor  of  math- 
ematics and  later  as  professor  of  ancient  lan- 
guages. Upon  his  completion  of  the  four 
years'  course  at  the  Allegheny  Theological 
Seminary    he   was    licensed    as   a   probationer 
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for  the  ministry  at  East  Salem,  N.Y.,  and  ac- 
cepted a  call  from  the  Fii-st  United  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Pittsburg  in  December, 
iS6i,  being  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of 
that  church  by  the  Presbytery  of  Monongahela, 
April  7,  1862.  This  is  the  oldest  church  of 
the  denomination  in  the  city,  having  been 
organized  in  1801.  Dr.  Reid  preaches  at  the 
old  church  edifice  on  Seventh  Avenue,  and 
also  at  the  one  more  recently  erected  in  Oak- 
land. 

He  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  ministers 
in  the  Presbytery,  and  for  more  than  thirty- 
five  years  has  figured  conspicuously  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  church.  In  1864  he  was  sent  as 
Commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly  at 
Philadelphia,  and  was  placed  upon  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  rewrite  the  "Book  .of 
Government."  In  1867  he  was  made  chair- 
man of  the  committee  to  rewrite  the  "Direc- 
tory for  Worship";  was  for  several  years, 
or  until  1868,  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Church  Extension;  was  on  the  Board  of 
Freedmen's  Missions  from  the  time  of  its 
organization  until  1S74;  was  elected  clerk  of 
Synod  of  Pittsburg  for  the  years  1866-78; 
was  corresponding  secretary  of  Home  Mis- 
sions, 1868-72;  and  in  1869  was  elected  a 
trustee  of  the  Allegheny  Theological  Semi- 
nary, which  office  he  still  holds.  He  was 
commissioner  to  the  Assembly  at  Monmouth, 
111.,  in  1869;  in  1872  he  declined  the  honor 
of  the  presidency  of  Westminster  College;  he 
served  as  financial  agent  of  Monongahela  Pres- 
bytery from  1865  until  1893;  was  treasurer  of 
the  Synod  of  Pittsburg  from  1874,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions since  1872.  The  title  of  Doctor  of  Di- 
vinity was  conferred  upon  him  by  Monmouth 
College  at  the  Commencement  of  1874.  The 
following  year  he  was  commissioner  to  the 
General   Assembly  at   Wooster,    Ohio,    where 


he  was  elected  principal  clerk  of  the  As- 
sembly; and  the  Assembly  of  1876  appointed 
him  chairman  of  a  committee  to  prepare  a 
"Digest  of  the  Principal  Deliverances  of  the 
Assembly  at  Philadelphia,  1876,"  which  was 
completed,  printed,  and  reported  in  1879. 
Among  the  many  valuable  contributions  to  re- 
ligious literature  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Reid 
may  be  mentioned  as  especially  noteworthy  his 
lectures  on  "The  Revelation,"  published  in 
1878;  Notes  on  the  International  Sabbath- 
school  Lessons,  published  from  time  to  time 
in  the  Bible  Teacher  and  the  Evangelica/ 
Repository ;  and  his  "United  Presbyterian," 
which  appeared  in  1881. 

On  October  29,  1862,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  Bowen,  of  Troy,  N.Y. ,  by  whom  he  has 
had  four  children.  Two  of  the  children  died 
in  infancy;  and  a  daughter  Anna  died  at  the 
age  of  nineteen.  The  only  surviving  child 
is  William  J.  Reid,  Jr.,  now  pastor  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Kittanning, 
Pa. 

Dr.  Reid  visited  Europe  in  the  summer  of 
1884,  and  represented  his  Synod  at  the  Pan- 
Presbyterian  Council  held  at  Belfast.  Four 
years  later,  accompanied  by  his  family,  he 
visited  the  British  Isles,  France,  and  Switzer- 
land. In  November  of  the  year  1887,  upon 
the  death  of  Dr.  D.  R.  Kerr  and  at  his  earnest 
request,  Dr.  Reid  became  the  supervising  edi- 
tor of  the  United  Presbyterian,  which  was 
founded  in  1842  by  John  T.  Pressly,  D.  D., 
its  first  editor.  It  has  a  large  circulation, 
and  is  widely  influential,  being  the  leading 
paper  of  that  church. 


fONATHAN   DAVIS,    for  many  years  a 
prominent    iron    worker   of    Pittsburg, 
now  retired,  and  a  resident  of  Millvale 
borough,  was  born  in   Pittsburg,  November  3, 
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1825,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Mary  A.  (Morgan) 
Davis.  Mr.  Davis's  paternal  grandfather  was 
a  farmer  of  Wales;  and  his  maternal  grand- 
father, Morgan  Morgan,  was  an  iron  worker  of 
Wales.  His  parents,  both  natives  of  the 
southern  part  of  Wales,  came  to  Allegheny 
County  in  1820.  The  father  was  one  of  the 
first  iron  puddlers  in  Pittsburg.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  to  him,  of  whom  there  are  liv- 
ing: Rachel,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Errett;  and  Jonathan.  One  of  the  sons, 
John,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  War. 
The  father  died  in  Centre  County  in  1841, 
and  the  mother  in  1839.  Both  were  members 
of  the  Baptist  church. 

Jonathan  Davis  was  only  four  or  five  years 
old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Centre  County, 
and  settled  near  the  Eagle  Iron  Works  in  the 
vicinity  of  Bellefont.  Withdrawn  from  the 
common  schools  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  he 
began  working  in  the  iron  works.  Since  he 
was  fifteen  years  of  age  he  has  been  entirely 
self-supporting,  and  has  made  his  own  way  in 
life.  In  i860  he  came  to  Pittsburg,  and  went 
to  puddling  iron,  which  occupation  he  was  en- 
gaged in  up  to  1890.  Since  then  he  has  lived 
retired.  Mr.  Davis  has  always  been  inter- 
ested more  or  less  in  political  affairs  and  in 
matters  pertaining  to  the  general  welfare. 
He  has  been  Treasurer  of  the  borough  for  the 
past  nine  years,  and  for  five  years  was  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  and  in  religious  faith  a  Baptist. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  1848,  Mr.  Davis  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  John  C.  Long 
and  Mary  (Parks)  Long.  Of  the  fourteen 
children  born  to  them  James  M.  is  deceased. 
The  others  are:  Rachel,  Mary  E.,  Jacob, 
Caroline,  Sarah  Catherine,  John  G.,  Joseph 
E.,  Ella,  Minnie  L.,  Eva,  Clarence,  Blanche, 
and  Mabel.  Rachel  married  David  Coots,  and 
has  a  family  of   eight   children.      Mary  E.    is 


the  wife  of  E.  F.  Riley,  and  has  five  sons. 
Jacob  married  Annie  Schafer,  who  died  leav- 
ing two  children.  He  contracted  a  second 
marriage  with  Missouri  Myer.  Sarah  Cather- 
ine married  Henry  F"locker,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren. John  is  married  to  Louise  Shorr.  Jo- 
seph E.  married  Mary  Knies  Davis,  and  is  the 
father  of  four  children.  Ella  wedded  John 
Grine,  and  has  three  children.  Minnie  L.  is 
the  wife  of  Nicholas  Brecht,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren. Eva  is  the  wife  of  William  Wilson, 
and  the  mother  of  two  children.  Blanche  is 
now  Mrs.  John  Bender.  The  parents  have 
thirty -four  grandchildren,  and  six  great-grand- 
children. Mrs.  Davis  is  a  "Disciple"  in  re- 
ligious faith.  The  family  have  lived  in  their 
present  home  for  about  twenty-six  years. 
When  Mr.  Davis's  father  came  to  Pittsburg 
in  1820,  the  site  of  the  present  court-house 
was  the  centre  of  a  wood.  Mr.  Davis  is  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Junior  Order  of 
American  Mechanics,  and  is  much  interested 
in  the  development  of  the  organization. 


DWARD  H.  POND,  M.D.,  one  of  the 
active  physicians  of  Pittsburg,  was  born 
at  Burton,  Trumbull  County,  Ohio, 
March  18,  1862,  son  of  John  N.  and  Maria  A. 
(Thompson)  Pond.  Massachusetts  was  the 
early  home  of  the  Ponds.  From  there  the 
family  went  to  Vermont,  where  the  grand- 
father, Joel  A.,  was  born.  Joel,  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  Towiiville,  Pa.,  was  a  farmer 
and  a  physician,  and  lived  in  the  earlier  days 
in  a  little  log  cabin  of  his  own  erection.  He 
became  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  town. 
His  son  John,  born  at  Townville,  attended 
the  Cleveland  Homoeopathic  Medical  College, 
from  which  he  graduated  about  the  year  1861. 
While  still  an  undergraduate,  he  married  Miss 
Maria  A.    Thompson,   an   adopted   daughter  of 
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John  Dalamater,  of  Townville.  After  receiv- 
ing his  degree  he  settled  at  once  at  Burton. 
He  was  in  active  practice  there  until  1S65, 
when  he  removed  to  Meadville,  Crawford 
County,  his  present  place  of  residence.  The 
Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homoeopathy.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
in  which  Mrs.  Pond  has  been  a  zealous  worker. 
They  have  three  sons — Edward  U.,  George 
H.,  and  Ralph  E.  Ralph  is  also  a  physician, 
and  in  business  with  his  father. 

Edward  H.  Pond  attended  the  best  schools 
of  Meadville,  and  graduated  from  Allegheny 
College  there  in  1883.  After  a  short  time 
spent  in  preparatory  studies  he  entered  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  and,  taking  a  three  years'  course, 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine in  1886.  In  the  same  year  he  also  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  Dur- 
ing this  last  year  at  college  he  was  in  prac- 
tice at  the  hospitals.  He  then  settled  for 
practice  at  Meadville,  where  he  built  up  a 
large  general  practice,  became  the  City  Doctor, 
and  was  physician  for  the  county  jail  for  three 
years.  In  1891  he  came  to  Pittsburg  and 
entered  into  partnership  with  Dr.  C.  H.  Hoff- 
man on  Penn  Avenue.  Since  1895  he  has 
occupied  his  present  residence,  2041  Wylie 
Avenue,  where  he  has  acquired  an  excellent 
practice. 

Dr.  Pond  is  a  member  of  the  County  and 
State  Homceopathic  Societies,  and  he  has  been 
the  secretary  of  the  County  Society  for  the 
past  four  years.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Dispensary  Staff  of  the  Homoeopathic  Hospi- 
tal. When  a  young  man  he  joined  the  Na- 
tional Guards,  Company  B,  of  Meadville,  in 
which  he  was  Sergeant  Major,  Captain  and 
Aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the  Second  Bri- 
gade, the  three  promotions  being  awarded  him 


on  three  successive  days.  He  was  on  Governor 
Beaver's  staff;  but,  when  his  time  expired,  he 
left  the  State  to  study  medicine,  and  the  staff 
went  out  with  the  General. 

In  1888  Dr.  Pond  married  Mary  H.  Hart- 
man,  of  Meadville,  daughter  of  Henry  Hart- 
man.  They  have  one  child  living — Irene  E. 
Pond.  The  family  attends  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  Dr.  Pond  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  of  the  younger  physicians  of 
Pittsburg.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all 
who  know  him. 


^^•^■» 


MLLIAM  JAMES  BRENNEN,  attor- 
ney-at-law  and  a  prominent  politi- 
cian of  Pittsburg,  was  born  here, 
September  9,  1850,  son  of  John  and  Teresa 
(Gallagher)  Brennen.  His  father,  born  in 
1820,  in  the  part  of  the  city  called  the 
Point,  was  educated  in  the  ]3ublic  schools,  and 
learned  the  millwright  trade,  and  was  a  valued 
assistant  in  the  Jones  &  Laughlin's  American 
Iron  Works  until  his  death  in  1891.  John 
Brennen  was  a  Democrat ;  and  he  served  as 
Director  of  the  Public  Schools,  but  was  not  an 
ofifice-seeker.  In  1848  or  1849  ^^  married 
Miss  Teresa  Gallagher,  a  daughter  of  William 
Gallagher,  who  came  from  the  County  Mayo, 
Ireland.  Of  their  large  family  of  children 
nine  reached  maturity;  namely,  William, 
Josephine,  Mary,  John,  Linda,  P'rank,  Sadie, 
Stella,  and  Jessie. 

William  Brennen,  the  eldest  child,  received 
his  early  training  in  the  public  schools  of 
Pittsburg  and  at  a  private  school  carried  on 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Christian  Brother- 
hood. When  he  was  ten  and  one-half  years 
old,  he  went  to  work  under  his  father's  eye  in 
the  rolling-mills,  where  he  remained  during 
the  war,  when  much  casting  and  rolling  was 
done  for  the  government.      At  the  close  of  the 
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war  he  entered  the  private  school  referred  to, 
beginning  at  the  bottom  of  the  class.  After 
six  months  he  stood  indisputably  at  its  head. 
He  was  shortly  after  apprenticed  as  a  machin- 
ist for  four  years  in  the  rolling-mills  of  Jones 
&  Laughlin,  and  subsequently  worked  there  as 
a  journeyman  until  1872.  At  the  time  when 
his  apprenticeship  was  finished,  the  company 
presented  him  with  a  kit  of  tools  in  token  of 
their  recognition  of  his  skill.  An  expert 
machinist,  he  followed  his  trade  for  some  time 
in  various  cities,  later  returning  to  Pittsburg. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  Mr.  Brennen  taught  a 
private  class  composed  of  young  men  about 
his  own  age  who  were  employed  in  the  mill. 
In  the  same  period  he  read  a  great  deal,  made 
a  special  study  of  mechanical  drawing,  and 
prepared  the  manuscript  of  a  book  entitled 
"The  Machinists'  Guide,"  which,  however, 
he  has  not  published. 

In  1 880  Mr.  Brennen  ran  for  Alderman  in 
the  Twenty-fourth  Ward,  but  was  counted  out. 
He  contested  the  election,  and  the  court  de- 
cided in  his  favor;  and  he  afterward  filled  the 
office  from  1881  to  18S5  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion, not  only  of  his  party,  but  of  the  citizens 
of  the  ward.  This  contest  was  a  turning-point 
in  Mr.  Brennen's  life,  as  it  was  indirectly  the 
cause  of  his  adoption  of  the  legal  profession. 
His  attorney  on  that  occasion  was  so  im- 
pressed with  his  fitness  for  the  bar  that  he 
repeatedly  urged  him  to  begin  a  course  of 
legal  studies.  Yielding  to  this  pressure,  Mr. 
Brennen  registered  as  a  student  with  J.  K.  P. 
Duff,  of  Pittsburg,  and  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  1883.  In  the  same  year  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  Mr.  Duff,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Duff  &  Brennen.  In  1888  the  senior 
partner  retired,  leaving  Mr.  Brennen  to  carry 
on  the  business  alone.  He  has  now  a  large 
and  constantly  increasing  practice,  and  his 
ability     is    generally    recognized.       He    takes 


civil,  criminal,  and  patent  law  cases;  and  he 
represents  many  building  and  loan  associations 
besides  a  number  of  large  corporations.  He 
is  a  director  of  the  T.  Campbell  Glass  Com- 
pany, of  Pittsburg,  and  of  the  Blair  Land 
Company. 

Mr.  Brennen  has  always  been  a  loyal  and 
active  Democrat.  In  1S76  he  was  chosen 
delegate  to  the  Democratic  National  Conven- 
tion, being  the  youngest  man  in  the  conven- 
tion. In  1877  he  was  elected  member  of  the 
Common  Council  from  the  Twenty-fourth 
Ward,  and  was  appointed  on  the  Gas  and 
Light  and  the  Retrenchment  and  Reform  Com- 
mittees. While  in  the  Council,  he  secured  the 
passage  of  a  resolution  requesting  the  legisla- 
ture to  authorize  evening  sessions  of  the 
Council,  also  of  an  ordinance  relating  to 
the  cleaning  of  the  city  streets  by  con- 
tract, which  was  in  force  for  four  years,  when, 
owing  to  some  political  wire-pulling,  it 
was  repealed.  Mr.  Brennen  as  a  member  of 
the  Gas  Lighting  Committee  was  active  in 
pushing  the  bill  that  provided  for  lighting  the 
city  streets  with  gasolene  where  gas  was  un- 
available. This  ordinance  is  still  in  force. 
In  1878  Mr.  Brennen  ran  for  the  legislature, 
but  did  not  secure  an  election,  being  in  a  Re- 
publican district.  In  1882,  while  holding  the 
office  of  Alderman,  he  was  elected  Democratic 
county  chairman,  which  position  he  held  until 
1895.  In  1883  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the 
Committee  on  Labor  at  the  national  capital, 
and  acted  in  that  capacity  for  two  years.  He 
was  a  candidate  for  Auditor-general  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  1886  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
but  was  defeated.  In  1890  he  ran  for  Con- 
gress against  John  Dalzell,  the  present  member 
from  this  district.  Mr.  Brennen  has  been  on 
the  stump  in  every  campaign  since  1876;  and 
he  has  attended  every  Democratic  State  con- 
vention, except   one,  since  1S74.      In    1877  he 
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was  selected  to  represent  the  laboring  people 
in  an  address  at  the  great  labor  demonstration 
protesting  against  the  Wood  Tariff  Bill.  He 
was  the  president  of  the  I^Iachinists'  and  Black- 
smiths' Union  for  five  years  before  it  was 
merged  in  the  Knights  of  Labor,  which  he 
assisted  in  organizing  in  Pittsburg. 

Mr.  Brennen  has  been  counsel  in  many  im- 
portant and  well-known  cases.  He  repre- 
sented the  defence  in  the  Homestead  murder 
and  treason  cases;  and  he  was  counsel  in  the 
Brace  boycott  case,  which  was  one  of  the 
earliest  of  its  kind.  He  represented  Alexan- 
der Craig  in  his  contest  against  Andrew  Stew- 
art for  a  seat  in  the  Fifty-second  Congress, 
and  succeeded  in  unseating  Stewart.  He  has 
been  attorney  for  the  Amalgamated  Associa- 
tion of  Iron  and  Steel  \Vorkers  for  years,  and 
of  other  trade  unions,  notably  of  the  Ameri- 
can Flint  Green  Bottle  Glass  Workers  and  of 
the  United  Coal  Miners'  Union. 


APTAIN  HANCE  M.  DUNLAP, 
one  of  the  old-time  vessel  masters  of 
the  Ohio  River,  now  retired  from 
active  business  and  living  in  Allegheny,  Pa., 
was  born  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  March  3, 
1817,  son  of  Hance  and  Sarah  (McClelland) 
Dunlap.  The  family  is  of  Scotch  descent. 
Grandfather  Dunlap  having  been  born  in 
Strenraras,   Scotland. 

Hance  Dunlap,  the  father,  was  born  in 
178S,  in  County  Down,  Ireland,  and  was  a 
schoolmaster  in  that  county  before  he  emi- 
grated to  America.  He  arrived  in  New  York 
in  March,  1S18,  when  his  son,  Hance  M.,  was 
a  year  old;  and,  after  teaching  school  for  a 
year,  he  brought  his  family  to  Washington 
County,  Pennsylvania,  then  the  P'ar  West, 
making  the  journey  with  a  six-horse  team. 
Mr.  Dunlap  and  his  family  lived  on   the  farm 


of  an  uncle  until  the  spring  of  1822.  In 
April  of  that  year  they  removed  to  Allegheny 
City,  which  then  embraced  a  population  of  not 
over  five  hundred  souls,  the  entire  Fourth 
Ward  being  occupied  by  brickyards.  Captain 
Hance  remembers  seeing,  when  a  lad  on  his 
way  to  school,  the  first  packet  that  ever  came 
down  the  canal,  this  water-way  not  being  com- 
pleted until  1S26.  Mr.  Dunlap  had  learned 
forestry  in  Ireland  ;  and  he  soon  became  a  lead- 
ing gardener  in  All-egheny,  having  the  first 
fine  garden  in  the  town,  located  on  what  is 
now  Ridge  Avenue  at  the  corner  of  Grant 
Street,  where  Mr.  A.  M.  Byers  is  now  build- 
ing. He  was  engaged  in  farming  for  Mr. 
J.  H.  Towne  for  several  years,  until  the  latter 
was  called  to  Boston  to  superintend  the  light- 
ing of  that  city  by  gas;  and  then  Mr.  Dunlap 
was  employed  by  others.  He  followed  this 
business  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
November  i,   1S32. 

His  wife,  Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
1808,  was  a  native  of  County  Down,  Ireland. 
She  died  in  1S39.  Both  parents  were  stanch 
Presbyterians,  belonging  to  what  was  then 
known  as  the  Associated  Reform  church,  now 
the  United  Presbyterian.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  old  Dr.  Kerr's  church  on  Sixth  Street, 
Pittsburg,  when  the  town  had  but  three 
churches.  Later  they  attended  the  first  church 
built  on  this  side  of  the  river,  which  was 
started  by  Dr.  John  T.  Presly  in  1837,  and 
which  is  now  known  as  the  First  United 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Dunlap  was  sur- 
vived by  six  children;  but  the  only  one  now 
living  is  the  special  subject  of  this  sketch, 
Hance  M.  The  Captain's  brothers  and  sis- 
ters were:  Jane;  Sarah,  who  married  Daniel 
Graham,  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  now  de- 
ceased; William  and  Hamilton,  who  both 
served  in  the  war;  and  Mary,  who  was  the 
wife  of  William  Oliver. 
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Hance  M.  Dunlap  in  his  boyhood  went  to 
school  here  four  years  in  the  old  school-house 
that  was  on  the  corner  of  the  Diamond  and 
afterward  on  North  Avenue.  After  leaving 
school  he  was  for  five  years  in  a  store  on  State 
Street  belonging  to  his  uncle,  Gawn  H.  Dun- 
lap;  and  later  he  was  for  a  year  with  James 
McCully,  the  well-known  flour  merchant  and 
grocer  on  Wood  Street.  When  but  eighteen 
years  of  age,  young  Dunlap  started  a  store  for 
himself  at  36  Ohio  Street,  where  he  was 
highly  successful.  He  erected  a  building  in 
1 84 1,  but  was  burned  out  in  the  mob  fire  of 
1S49.  He  then  put  up  the  building  which 
still  stands  there,  and  in  which  a  grocery  busi- 
ness has  been  conducted  ever  since.  After 
eight  years  of  close  application  to  business 
his  health  failed,  and  he  went  over  the  moun- 
tains to  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  He  was 
advised  by  his  physician  to  go  into  some  busi- 
ness that  would  keep  him  in  the  open  air,  and 
accordingly  he  secured  a  place  as  second  clerk 
for  a  year  in  the  great  "American  Eagle,"  a 
side  wheel  boat  running  on  the  river.  He 
next  went  in  the  steamer  "Mary  Ann,"  owned 
by  Captain  W.  W.  Martin  and  Captain  D.  Z. 
Brickell.  These  gentlemen  built  a  new  boat, 
the  "Washington,"  in  which  Captain  Dunlap 
had  an  interest;  and  he  ran  on  these  two  boats 
from  Pittsburg  to  St.  Louis.  After  a  time 
he  became  second  clerk  of  the  "Empire 
State,"  and  was  in  her  until  she  was  sold;  and, 
after  the  "Diadem  "  was  rebuilt  and  called  the 
"St.  Clair,"  he  was  second  clerk  of  that  boat 
and  owned  an  interest  in  her.  From  1850  to 
1854  he  was  her  captain,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  he  sold  her  to  a  St.  Louis  company. 
He  then  spent  a  year  or  two  on  the  steamboat 
"Jennie  Gray,"  and  later  was  captain  for  a 
year  of  the  steamer  "Rochester."  He  after- 
ward had  an  interest  in  two  boats  which  were 
taken  by  the  government  and  paid  for;  namely. 


the  "Argosy,"  built  by  Captain  George  W. 
Reed  in  1859,  and  "Argosy,  No.  2."  Cap- 
tain Dunlap  was  in  the  dry-goods  and  carpet 
business  from  i860  to  1881,  when  he  retired. 
His  former  partner,  George  W.  Snaman,  is 
still  carrying  on  the  business.  Captain  Dunlap 
owning  the  building,  which  was  erected  in 
1865.  The  Captain's  pleasant  home  is  at  19 
Buena  Vista  Street. 

Captain  Dunlap  was  for  five  years  a  director 
in  the  Allegheny  Trust  Company,  and  for 
eighteen  years,  and  until  the  war  closed,  di- 
rector of  the  old  Diamond  Savings  Bank.  He 
was  for  six  years  a  member  of  the  Council,  and 
served  on  the  Committees  on  Finance  and  on 
Streets.  For  twenty-seven  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  School  Board,  and  was  on  all 
the  important  committees,  and  spent  more  time 
in  visiting  schools  than  any  other  man  in  the 
Second  Ward.  He  helped  to  finish  the  North 
Avenue  School  in  1859,  and  furnished  it.  He 
also  superintended  the  Irvin  Avenue  School 
Building,  and,  when  the  annex  was  built, 
superintended  its  construction.  In  jjolitics 
Captain  Dunlap  is  a  Republican.  He  voted 
for  William  Henry  Plarrison  for  president  in 
1840,  and  in  1856  for  John  C.  Fremont.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  P'irst  Lhiited  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Allegheny  since  its  organ- 
ization, and  for  over  twenty  years  one  of  its 
trustees. 

On  December  5,  1839,  Captain  Dunlap  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  Ann,  daughter 
of  Richard  Short,  of  Butler  County.  She  was 
born  near  the  town  of  Butler,  but  came  with 
her  parents  to  Allegheny  in  1837.  Captain 
and  Mrs.  Dunlap  have  had  twelve  children,  of 
whom  six  are  living.  Their  son  Thomas  M., 
who  was  for  many  years  in  business  in  Pitts- 
burg, was  two  years  in  the  army  with  the 
Ninth  Reserves  of  Pittsburg.  He  was  at 
Richmond    up  the   James    River,    and    on    the 
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second  day  of  the  fight  became  ill,  and  was 
sent  with  others  to  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
His  brother  James,  who  also  was  in  the  arm}', 
died  in  1892,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  chil- 
dren. Hance  M.  Dunlap,  Jr.,  is  in  the  under- 
taking business  in  Allegheny,  and  Harry 
Grant  Dunlap  carries  on  a  commission  busi- 
ness at  Kansas  City.  Ellen  J.  is  the  wife  of 
George  W.  Snaman,  the  Federal  Street  mer- 
chant. Sarah  M.  Dunlap  died  in  i8go.  An- 
netta  H.  is  the  wife  of  John  A.  Gilleland, 
formerly  Postmaster  here,  and  has  two  sons. 
Kittie  Dunlap  married  W.  C.  Voight,  one  of 
the  older  commission  merchants  of   Pittsburg. 


Tt^OBERT  OSTERMAIER,  Magistrate 
I  ^^  of  Pittsburg  and  Delinquent  Tax  Col- 
J-^  V^_  ^  lector,  was  born  in  Pittsburg,  Janu- 
ary 2,  1S57,  son  of  John  and  Katherine 
Ostermaier.  Both  parents,  who  were  born  in 
Germany,  emigrated  from  that  country  to 
Pittsburg,  where  the  family  has  since  resided, 
the  father  now  being  deceased.  They  had  si.x 
sons  and  one  daughter. 

Robert  Ostermaier  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  this  city,  and  later  graduated 
from  Iron  City  (Commercial)  College.  When 
sixteen  years  old  he  entered  the  Pittsburg 
post-office  as  clerk.  Here  subsequently  he 
served  successively  in  every  position  except 
that  of  Postmaster.  He  was  Assistant  Post- 
master in  President  Cleveland's  first  term,  ful- 
filling the  duties  of  this  responsible  position 
in  a  manner  characterized  by  sterling  ability 
and  scrupulous  fidelity.  Upon  retiring  from 
the  post-office,  Mr.  Ostermaier  became  clerk 
in  the  office  of  Mayor  McCallin,  and  later 
filled  a  like  position  under  Mayor  Gourley. 
A  few  years  ago  he  was  chosen  secretary  of  the 
Republican  City  Executive  Committee,  in 
which    capacity    he    won    the    esteem    of     the 


party  leaders  throughout  the  State.  When  his 
candidacy  for  Police  Magistrate  was  an- 
nounced, his  fitness  for  the  position  was  im- 
mediately recognized,  and  his  election  was 
regarded  as  assured.  In  January,  1897,  at  a 
meeting  of  both  branches  of  the  Council,  he 
was  unanimously  elected  Collector  of  Unpaid 
Taxes,  which  office  he  assumed  on  May  17, 
1897. 

On  April  17,  1879,  Mr.  Ostermaier  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Edwin  Hutchison.  Mr.  Hutchison,  who 
was  born  in  P^ngland,  came  to  America  when 
a  young  man,  bringing  with  him  his  wife, 
Elizabeth  Jones  Hutchison,  of  Wales.  They 
lived  in  Lawrenceville,  but  have  now  been 
deceased  some  thirty  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ostermaier's  home  is  184  I'orty-sixth  Street. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Heptasophs,  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  the  John  Dalzell  Republican  Club, 
the  Young  Men's  Republican  Tariff  Club,  the 
Metropolitan  Camping  Club,  and  of  Saratoga 
Council,  No.  262,  Junior  O.  U.  A.  M.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the 
Butler  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  have  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


(5>rL0NZ0    DOW    HUSTED,    M.D.,    of 
t^      Pittsburg,     Pa.,      president      of     the 
'^^V^,  South     Side    Medical    Society,  and 
a  medical  practitioner  of  ten  years'    standing, 
was    born    in    Philadelphia     in    1855,    son    of 
Hosea   and   Catharine    (Davis)    Husted.      His 
grandfather  was  a  wealthy  resident  of  a  New 
Jersey  coast  town,  where   his   father  was  born. 
Mr.  Hosea  Plusted  settled  in  Pittsburg  when 
a  young  man,  afterward   was  a   soldier  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  upon  his  return  to  the  East 
lived    in    Philadelphia    for    some    years.      In 
1850  he  came  again  to  Pittsburg  with  his  fam- 
ily, and  was  here  during  the  cholera  epidemic. 
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In  response  to  President  Lincoln's  call  in 
1861,  he  enlisted  for  three  months,  served  his 
time,  and  twice  re-enlisted,  serving  over  three 
years.  During  this  time  he  was  twice  pro- 
moted, and  was  appointed  Field  Hospital 
Steward.  He  was  with  Dr.  Kerr  at  the 
famous  Haystack  Hospital,  which  was  shelled 
by  the  rebels.  A  bomb  entered  just  after  the 
completion  of  an  operation,  and  the  patient 
was  killed  by  its  bursting,  the  door  on  which 
he  lay  being  entirely  destroyed.  After  seeing 
much  active  service,  Mr.  Husted  received  his 
honorable  discharge.  Accepting  employment 
in  the  Ihmsen  Glass  House,  he  was  crippled  in 
the  hand  by  an  accident  occurring  there;  and 
this  circumstance  prevented  his  returning  to 
his  regiment  as  he  had  purposed  doing.  Mr. 
Ihmsen  was  a  Councilman,  and  secured  Mr. 
Husted  an  appointment  on  the  borough  police. 
He  served  the  town  of  Birmingham  until  it 
was  anne.xed  to  Pittsburg,  when  he  continued 
to  serve  for  a  time  under  Mayor  Blackmore. 
He  subsequently  returned  to  his  Philadelphia 
home  with  his  eldest  son,  from  there  going  to 
Florida  to  manage  an  orange  grove  owned  by 
his  son;  and  he  died  there  in  1893,  in  the 
seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age. 

Mrs.  Husted  was  the  daughter  of  John 
Davis,  and  was  born  upon  his  estate  in  Car- 
diganshire, South  Wales.  Her  father  came  to 
Pittsburg  in  middle  life,  and  lived  here  until 
he  was  killed  in  an  accident.  Mrs.  Husted 
died  in  1887,  leaving  the  following  children: 
Charles  Husted,  of  Philadelphia;  the  Rev. 
A.  E.  Husted,  pastor  of  the  Kensington  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church;  Dr.  Husted,  of 
Pittsburg;  Hosea,  Jr.  ;  Jeanette;  George,  cir- 
culation manager  of  the  Washington  Observer ; 
and  John,  the  circulation  manager  of  the  Alle- 
gheny Record.  Calvin  R.  Husted,  founder  of 
Husted  City,  Col.,  and  a  wealthy  resident  of 
Colorado  Springs,  is  an   uncle  of  the  Doctor. 


After  a  limited  course  of  study  in  the  com- 
mon English  branches  Alonzo  D.  Husted 
engaged  in  the  drug  business.  His  evenings 
were  spent  most  profitably  with  a  private 
tutor;  and  his  studies  in  medical  science, 
which  he  began  while  a  youth  in  his  teens, 
were  continued  for  fifteen  years  before  he 
finally  received  his  degree.  During  that  time 
he  was  connected  with  various  industries  in 
earning  his  living.  He  learned  the  carver's 
trade,  and  was  employed  in  Hay's  planing- 
mill  until  that  establishment  was  burned, 
afterward  working  in  the  iron  works  of  Lewis, 
Oliver  &  Phillips.  He  was  also  for  a  time 
with  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company, 
and,  upon  becoming  an  e.xpert  operator,  was 
given  charge  of  six  miles  of  wire  belonging  to 
the  iron  firm  with  which  he  was  formerly  asso- 
ciated, on  condition  that  he  act  as  surgical 
assistant  among  the  many  employees.  He  was 
later  made  manager  of  their  factory,  retaining 
his  position  in  attendance  upon  cripples. 
After  a  thirteen  years'  connection  with  Lewis, 
Oliver  &  Phillips,  and  already  equipped  with  a 
practical  knowledge  of  surgery,  he  resigned  his 
position  to  enter  the  University  of  Wooster, 
now  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  1S87. 

Returning  to  Pittsburg,  after  passing  suc- 
cessfully his  post-graduate  examinations,  Dr. 
Husted  located  on  the  South  Side  of  the  city, 
also  opening  an  office  in  Allentown,  and  after 
a  short  stay  removing  to  the  vicinity  of  his 
present  residence,  which  is  at  ''^^6  Washington 
Avenue.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the 
South  Side  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  is  at 
the  present  time  the  president.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  South  Side  Hospital  Staff  of 
medical  advisers  since  its  inception,  and  his 
active  influence  has  done  much  toward  estab- 
lishing   the    high  standards  of    that  hospital. 
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He  belongs  to  several  fraternities,  among  them 
the  Elite  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  No.  842;  the 
Knights  of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order,  on  the 
South  Side;  Senate  No.  949;  and  Hay's 
Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans. 

He  married  February  27,  1877,  Emily 
Horton,  who  was  born  in  Lawrence  County, 
this  State,  daughter  of  Truman  Beardsley 
Horton,  a  prominent  Free  Mason.  Of  their 
four  children  three  are  now  living — George, 
Ronald  Guy,  and  Elsie  Belle  — a  son,  Alonzo, 
having  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Husted  are  both  members  of  the 
Knoxville  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  was  at 
one  time  an  officer  of  the  society. 

The  Doctor's  success  in  life  has  come  only 
through  the  most  severe  struggles  and  constant 
self-denial.  Others  were  dependent  on  him 
for  support  at  a  time  when  a  little  saved  would 
have  been  of  great  assistance  to  him  in  com- 
pleting his  medical  education,  but  his  indom- 
itable will  and  long  years  of  perseverance 
finally  enabled  him  to  command  circumstances 
and  follow  his  chosen  life  work.  Throughout 
his  career  he  has  never  admitted  the  use  of 
the  word  "can't,"  and  it  is  his  belief  that 
there  is  no  such  word  as  "fail." 


lEV.  BRYAN  BERNARD  KILLI- 
KELLY,  D.  D.,  for  forty-four  years 
one  of  the  prominent  clergymen  of 
the  Episcopal  church,  and  well  known  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburg  and  the  surrounding  coun- 
ties, was  born  in  Bridgetown,  Barbadoes, 
January  18,  1804.  He  was  the  son  of  Gen- 
eral B.  B.  Killikelly,  of  the  Governor's  staff, 
Island  of  Barbadoes,  West  Indies,  and  his 
wife,  Dorothy  Bartell  Killikelly.  Dr.  Killi- 
kelly's  great-grandfather  was  the  first  of  the 
family  in  the  West  Indies. 

General   Killikelly  was   born   in    1769,  and 


died  about  1809.  He  began  life  in  the  British 
Navy,  and  at  the  capture  of  a  French  vessel 
he  was  so  severely  wounded  as  to  be  unsea- 
worthy,  although  the  command  of  the  vessel 
had  fallen  upon  him,  the  superior  officer  hav- 
ing been  killed.  After  this  the  English  gov- 
ernment made  him  General  and  Paymaster  in 
charge  of  the  Barbadoes  Island,  and  second 
only  to  the  Governor,  in  case  of  whose  absence 
he  became  Acting  Governor.  General  Killi- 
kelly was  a  man  of  distinguished  appearance, 
and  was  often  taken  for  King  George  III.  of 
England.  He  died  in  service.  His  wife, 
Dorothy,  was  a  Baltimore  lady  by  birth. 

Educated  by  professors  from  the  great  Eng- 
lish universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
Bryan  B.  Killikelly  subsequently  entered  the 
ordnance  department  in  the  British  military 
service,  being  in  the  office  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1826,  was  naturalized 
soon  after,  and  remained  throughout  life  a 
loyal  son  of  his  adopted  country.  In  1831,  in 
New  York  City,  he  commenced  studying  for 
the  ministry  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
church,  having  charge  at  the  same  time  of 
Old  Trinity  Parish  School,  Dr.  (afterward 
Bishop)  Wainwright,  rector.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  cholera  scourge  in  1833,  he  labored 
with  untiring  zeal  to  alleviate  the  sorrows  and 
pains  of  the  suffering  and  the  bereaved,  and 
could  not  be  induced  to  leave  the  city.  Later 
in  the  same  year  he  came  to  Pennsylvania;  and 
on  January  19,  1834,  he  received  holy  orders 
in  St.  John's  Church,  Lawrenceville,  Pitts- 
burg, at  the  hands  of  the  Right  Rev.  H.  U. 
Onderdonk,  Assistant  Bishop  of  Pennsylvania. 

He  at  once  entered  upon  his  ministry, 
being  appointed  rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church  at 
Kittanning,  Pa.,  and  having  charge  also  of  St. 
Peter's  Church  in  Butler.  He  soon  after 
built  Trinity  Church  at  Freeport,  Pa,,  and  in 
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1837  established  in  Kittanning  a  flourishing 
seminary  for  young  ladies,  which  was  endowed 
by  the  State.  Resigning  his  charge  in  Butler 
to  Dr.  William  White,  he  built  a  church  in 
the  wilderness,  Wayne  township,  Pa.,  and 
named  it,  in  memory  of  his  native  parish  in 
Barbadoes,  St.  Michael's.  His  missionary 
labors  in  Western  Pennsylvania  were  con- 
ducted on  horseback;  and  he  was  accustomed 
to  ride  through  the  country  in  all  seasons, 
sometimes  in  winter  weather  so  severe  that  he 
had  to  be  lifted  off  his  horse  when  reaching 
his  destination. 

In  1839  he  entered  the  diocese  of  Bishop 
Kemper,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  taking  with 
him  his  wife,  and  settling  in  Vincennes  at  a 
salary  of  two  hundred  dollars  a  year,  where  he 
formed  a  congregation,  and  founded  a  church 
and  a  school,  sacrificing  a  fine  parish  and  an 
endowed  seminary  that  was  yielding  a  good 
income  to  answer  the  call  for  a  missionary  in 
the  then  Far  West.  So  vigorous  were  his 
efforts  to  establish  his  church,  and  to  draw  the 
Protestant  children  from  the  Roman  Catholic 
schools,  that  his  life  was  endangered  by  the 
Romanists  of  the  old  French  town.  In  1S41 
he  went  to  England  to  raise  the  funds  neces- 
sary to  erect  a  church  building,  and  in  three 
months  returned  with  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  pounds.  A  lot  was  given  by  President 
William  H.  Harrison;  and  St.  James'  Church 
was  erected  thereon,  the  first  brick  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  in  the  State.  Dr.  Killi- 
kelly  remained  in  charge  of  the  church  seven 
years,  and  was  elected  Chancellor  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vincennes,  having  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  conferred  upon  him.  As  a 
leader  and  instructor  of  young  people  he  was 
greatly  beloved,  and  a  beautiful  memorial 
cross  has  recently  been  erected  to  his  memory 
in  St.  James'  by  his  pupils,  forty  years  after 
his    resignation    of    the    parish.     From    Vin- 


cennes he  went  to  the  northern  part  of  Indiana, 
at  Delphi;  but  the  malarial  climate  rendered 
him  unfit  for  the  performance  of  his  duties, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  State.  In 
1843  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Grand  Gulf, 
Miss.,  and  while  there  was  elected  delegate 
from  that  diocese  to  the  General  Convention 
of  1S44.  His  courage  in  the  cholera  of  New 
York  was  equalled  by  his  attendance  upon  the 
black  scourge  victims  while  a  resident  in  Mis- 
sissippi. The  climate  proved  too  debilitating 
for  him,  and  he  returned  to  his  old  parish  at 
Vincennes;  but  here  after  a  few  years  his 
health  again  failed,  and  in  1849  he  returned 
to  Pennsylvania,  and  reopened  his  seminary 
at  Kittanning,  and  resumed  his  missionary 
labors. 

In  1885  he  accepted  a  call  to  All  Saints' 
Church,  Paradise,  and  Christ  Church,  Lea- 
cock,  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  at  once  en- 
tered heartily  into  the  work  of  his  new  field, 
enlarging  and  beautifying  the  churches,  and 
establishing  a  young  ladies'  boarding  and  day 
school,  which  added  fifty  members  to  All 
Saints'  parish.  His  services  as  rector  of  the 
school  were  free,  and  its  success  was  largely 
due  to  his  personal  supervision.  In  1857  he 
established  a  missionary  station  for  services 
to  be  held  every  Sunday  at  Gap  Mines,  Oc- 
torara  Hills,  and  preached  to  the  people  there 
in  a  shop  or  often  in  the  open  air.  He  soon 
raised  funds  to  build  a  beautiful  stone  church, 
which  was  called  Grace  Church,  the  miners 
and  farmers  giving  their  time  and  labor  as 
their  contribution.  The  corner-stone  was  laid 
by  the  late  Bishop  Bowman,  and  the  building 
was  consecrated  in  the  following  year  by 
Bishop  Bowman  and  Dr.  William  B.  Stevens. 
The  parent  churches.  All  Saints'  Church  and 
Christ  Church,  contributed  nobly  to  maintain- 
ing the  services  of  the  Sunday-school.  The 
prosperity  of  the  three  parishes  was   materi- 


138 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


ally  checked  by  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War. 
Its  young  men  were  called  away,  and  the  rev- 
enue became  reduced;  and  Dr.  Killikelly,  no 
longer  young,  began  to  feel  the  duties  of  so 
large  a  field  more  than  he  could  compass. 
His  parishioners  were  scattered  through  ten 
townships,  covering  an  area  of  twenty-four 
square  miles;  and  he  travelled  over  a  thousand 
miles  a  year  in  his  carriage  on  pastoral  duties. 

In  1863  he  was  again  earnestly  recalled  to 
take  up  his  educational  and  missionary  work 
in  Kittanning;  and  reluctantly  resigning  his 
parishes  in  Lancaster  County,  where  he  had 
made  lifelong  and  tenderly  cherished  friend- 
ships, he  returned  to  close  his  ministry  where 
he  had  commenced  it,  in  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  last  service  and  the  last  com- 
munion at  which  he  officiated  were  at  St. 
Paul's,  Kittanning.  During  the  Easter  ser- 
vice of  1S77  he  was  taken  ill;  and  eleven  days 
later  he  passed  away,  after  having  bade  an 
affectionate  farewell  to  his  bishop  and  to  the 
many  friends  who  came  to  see  him.  As  a 
preacher  he  was  eloquent  and  forcible.  A  man 
of  broad  and  tender  sympathies,  kind  and 
gentle  to  all,  he  was  well  fitted  by  nature  to 
offer  consolation  to  those  in  trouble  or  sorrow. 

In  1835  Dr.  Killikelly  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mary  Meech,  daughter  of  Robert 
Brown,  Esq.,  an  extensive  land-owner  residing 
in  Kittanning  and  an  active  member  of  St. 
Paul's  Church.  Mrs.  Killikelly  survived  her 
husband  for  fifteen  years,  dying  in  i8gi,  be- 
loved and  honored  by  all  who  knew  her.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Killikelly  had  four  daughters  and 
two  sons.  One  son,  Robert  Brown,  died  in 
infancy.  The  daughters  are:  Jane  Roach; 
Anna  Isaacson,  wife  of  Captain  Thomas  H. 
Carpenter,  U.S.A.;  Sarah  Hutchins;  and 
Mary  Margaret,  now  Mrs.  H.  G.  Morse. 
Miss  Sarah  H.  Killikelly,  F.S.Sc,  is  the 
well-known  author  of  a  most  interesting  book, 


"Curious  Questions,"  which  won  for  her  a  fel- 
lowship in  the  Society  of  Science,  Letters, 
and  Art,  London.  The  son,  Bryan  Bernard 
Killikelly,  Jr.,  took  holy  orders,  and  became 
assistant  pastor  of  the  beloved  Phillips  Brooks 
of  Trinity  Church,  Boston,  and  later  rector  of 
St.  Philip's,  Philadelphia.  His  death,  Octo- 
ber 16,  1887,  in  the  full  strength  of  his  man- 
hood, was  mourned  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 
He  left  a  son,  Bryan  Bernard,  third. 


OHN  E.  SHAW,  A.B.,  secretary  of 
the  Lake  lirie  &  Ohio  Ship  Canal  Com- 
pany, was  born  in  North  Versailles 
township,  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  February 
8,  1857,  and  now  makes  his  home  in  Pitts- 
burg. The  son  of  John  and  Martha  (Smith) 
Shaw,  he  represents  the  fourth  generation  of 
his  family  in  this  country,  his  great-grandpar- 
ents having  come  over  from  County  Down,  in 
the  north  of  Ireland,  when  his  grandfather, 
David  Shaw,  was  only  eight  years  old.  They 
settled  in  Juniata  County,  Pennsylvania. 

After  his  parents'  death  David  Shaw  re- 
moved to  Allegheny  County  about  1786,  and 
settled  on  the  Monongahela  River  in  North 
Versailles  township,  opposite  the  present  town 
of  Duquesne.  He  accumulated  by  patent 
grant  and  purchase  over  two  hundred  acres  of 
land,  the  farm  upon  which  his  son,  John 
Shaw,  and  his  grandson,  John  E.  Shaw,  were 
born.  Said  property  is  still  held  by  the  heirs 
of  John  Shaw.  David  Shaw  married  Decem- 
ber 16,  1788,  Jane  Ekin,  from  the  eastern  part 
of  the  State  in  York  County,  born  in  1764. 
Mrs.  Jane  E.  Shaw  lived  to  be  one  hundred 
and  two  years  old,  dying  in  1866,  and  remem- 
bered perfectly  up  to  the  time  of  her  death  the 
signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
which  occurred  in  her  twelfth  year.  Shortly 
after  Mr.   David   Shaw's  marriage    a  raid    of 
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Indians  was  threatened  from  the  Allegheny 
River  district.  Sending  his  young  wife  to 
the  block-house  at  the  point  of  the  Youghio- 
gheny  and  Monongahela  Rivers,  he  organized  a 
company  of  men,  who  went  up  the  river  and 
repelled  the  Indians.  David  Shaw  was  a 
prominent  citizen  as  well  as  a  successful 
farmer,  and  held  various  public  offices.  He 
was  a  devout  member  of  the  United  Presbyte- 
rian church,  being  probably  one  of  the  foun- 
ders of  the  church  at  Turtle  Creek,  and  was  a 
Whig  in  politics.  He  died  in  the  year  1834. 
Mr.  John  E.  Shaw  still  has  in  his  possession 
the  deed  which  gave  to  his  grandfather  the 
title  to  the  farm. 

John  Shaw,  son  of  David,  was  born  in  1806. 
He  spent  his  boyhood  days  at  the  old  home- 
stead, which  is  opposite  Duquesne,  and  fronts 
on  the  beautiful  Monongahela  River,  and  re- 
mained here  until  he  began  life  for  himself  as 
a  farmer.  He  did  an  extensive  and  success- 
ful business  in  this  line  until  1869,  when  he 
sold  coal  under  the  farm,  the  land  having  been 
found  to  contain  valuable  coal  deposits,  and 
retired  from  agricultural  labors.  He  removed 
to  Stewart's  Station  in  Westmoreland  County, 
where  he  lived  until  1884,  when  he  took  up 
his  residence  at  2ii  Locust  Street,  the  house 
adjoining  his  son's  estate  in  Allegheny  City. 
He  died  two  years  later,  mourned  by  a  large 
circle  of  friends.  While  not  actively  engaged 
in  politics,  John  Shaw  was  a  loyal  member  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  always  voted  the 
Republican  ticket.  He  and  his  wife  were  de- 
voted members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church;  and  as  far  back  as  John  E.  Shaw,  the 
son,  can  remember,  his  father  was  one  of  the 
Elders  of  that  organization,  at  first  in  the  old 
church  at  Turtle  Creek  until  he  left  the  farm, 
then  in  the  Stewart's  Station  church  until  he 
came  to  reside  in  Allegheny.  John  Shaw 
married  on  February  27,   1838,  Martha  Smith, 


of  North  Huntington  township,  Westmoreland 
County.  She  was  born  in  181 7,  near  Cham- 
bersburg,  Pa.  Her  parents  were  early  Penn- 
sylvania pioneers.  Since  her  husband's  death 
Mrs.  Shaw  has  returned  to  Stewart's  Station, 
and  is  now  living  with  her  daughter  almost  in 
sight  of  the  old  stone  house  in  which  she  was 
married,  and  which  is  still  standing  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  Stewart's  Station.  Six  of  Mrs. 
Shaw's  seven  children  are  living,  namely: 
Jane,  the  wife  of  Dr.  S.  S.  Stewart,  of  Alle- 
gheny; Mary,  wife  of  David  S.  Stewart,  of 
Stewart's  Station;  Martha,  wife  of  Joseph 
Cort,  of  Jeannette;  David,  now  residing  in 
Pocomoke  City,  Md.,  and  engaged  in  farming; 
John  E. ,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Eula, 
wife  of  William  Campbell,  of  the  well-known 
dry-goods  firm  of  Campbell  &  Smith. 

John  E.  Shaw  received  his  early  education 
at  Pleasant  Hill  School-house,  which  was  near 
where  East  McKeesport  is  located.  Coming 
to  Pittsburg  in  1865,  he  fitted  for  college  at 
Newell  Institute,  and,  entering  Yale  in  1S69, 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1873.  His 
room-mate  at  Yale  was  the  present  Governor 
of  Colorado,  the  Hon.  A.  W.  Mclntire,  for- 
merly a  Pittsburg  boy;  and  among  his  class- 
mates were  Mr.  Alexander,  United  States 
Minister  to  Greece,  and  a  number  of  men  who 
are  working  in  foreign  mission  fields.  In 
1875  Mr.  Shaw  was  graduated  at  Columbia 
Law  School,  New  York  City,  and  in  the  same 
year  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  and 
to  the  Pennsylvania  bar  by  examination.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  until  1881, 
when  he  became  connected  with  the  oil  inter- 
ests of  Western  Pennsylvania.  In  1S86  he 
became  an  active  member  of  the  Petroleum 
Exchange,  and  assisted  in  the  revision  of  its 
charter,  making  it  a  stock  exchange  as  well  as 
an   oil   exchange.      He   was   president   of   this 
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corporation  for  two  years,  and  later  engaged 
in  a  wholesale  glass  business  as  well  as  retain- 
ing his  interest  in  oil  stock.  On  January  i, 
1890,  Mr.  Shaw  withdrew  from  the  glass  busi- 
ness, which  is  now  continued  under  the  name 
of  R.  P.  Wallace  &  Co.  In  partnership  with 
his  brother,  and  under  the  firm  name  of  David 
Shaw  &  Co.,  Mr.  Shaw  carried  on  a  very  pros- 
perous real  estate  business  until  1894,  han- 
dling large  acreage  properties,  such  as  coal 
lands  and  business  blocks  in  the  city.  On 
account  of  the  financial  depression  he  discon- 
tinued this  business  in  1894. 

In  December,  1893,  Mr.  Shaw  read  an  arti- 
cle in  the  Review  of  Reviezus  on  the  Manches- 
ter Ship  Canal,  and  this  awakened  his  interest 
so  much  that  he  began  to  examine  into  the 
proposed  plan  of  digging  a  canal  from  Lake 
Erie  to  the  Ohio  River.  After  some  months 
of  careful  study  he  became  entirely  convinced 
that  the  scheme  was  feasible,  and  that  it 
would  be  of  an  immense  commercial  impor- 
tance, not  only  to  the  manufacturing  interests 
of  Western  Pennsylvania  and  Eastern  Ohio, 
but  to  all  the  sections  of  country  in  the  river 
basin  connected  with  the  Great  Lakes.  Per- 
sonally he  was  interested  to  do  something  for 
his  own  city.  He  recognized  that  the  avenue 
of  wealth  and  prosperity  for  Pittsburg  lay  in 
the  direction  of  cheap  transportation  for  manu- 
factured products  along  the  line  of  the  great- 
est movement  of  their  tonnage.  He  believed 
that  the  new  water-way  connecting  the  Great 
Lakes  with  the  Ohio,  and  linking  the  waters  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  those  of  the  St.  Law- 
ence,  would  prove  not  only  of  local  but  of  na- 
tional importance.  The  result  of  this  study  of 
the  question  and  the  consequent  conviction 
was  the  preparation  of  a  paper  read  before  the 
Pittsburg  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  April, 
1894,  pointing  out  a  practical  plan  of  pro- 
cedure. 


In  this  paper  Mr.  Shaw  suggested  that  a 
provisional  committee  be  appointed  to  raise 
funds  to  make  a  thorough  survey,  and  demon- 
strate to  the  public  the  practicability  of  the 
project,  and  secure  the  necessary  State  legisla- 
tion whereby  a  corporation  could  undertake 
to  build  it,  and  the  national  legislation  by 
which  the  government  should,  when  found  de- 
sirable, assume  control  of  it  and  make  it  a 
free  water-way.  Acting  upon  the  suggestion, 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  appointed  a  com- 
mittee; and  work  has  been  going  forward  from 
that  time  to  the  present.  The  plan  has  been 
approved  by  some  of  the  most  eminent  survey- 
ors of  the  country,  and  the  necessary  State 
legislation  has  been  securecK  There  is  also  a 
bill  pending  before  Congress,  asking  for  a  na- 
tional charter  for  a  corporation  to  build  the 
canal.  About  thirty-five  thousand  dollars 
has  been  expended  by  the  committee  so  far 
in  the  work,  and  they  are  now  about  to  issue 
their  report  to  the  public.  Mr.  Shaw  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  committee;  and, 
when  the  members  met  for  organization,  he 
was  chosen  secretary.  Upon  him  largely  has 
devolved  the  raising  and  expenditure  of  funds. 

On  April  5,  1877,  Mr.  Shaw  married  Miss 
Jeannette  L.  i\Iiller,  daughter  of  William  and 
Jean  S.  Miller.  Prior  to  his  death  in  1887 
Mrs.  Shaw's  father  was  proprietor  of  the  great 
Duquesne  Forge,  which  did  a  large  amount 
of  heavy  forging  for  the  government.  Mr. 
Miller  came  from  Scotland  to  this  country 
when  Mrs.  Shaw  was  about  six  months  old, 
sailing  in  the  great  clipper  "Dreadnaught," 
the  fastest  sailing  ship  ever  known.  He  lo- 
cated first  at  Cold  Spring,  N.Y.,  but  soon 
came  to  Allegheny  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shaw  have  three  children:  John  S.,  who  is 
with  the  Telephone  Company  of  Pittsburg; 
Jean  S.,  a  student  at  the  Indiana  Normal 
School;    and    Hugh    Campbell    Shaw.      Until 
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1896  Mr.  Shaw  resided  in  Allegheny,  but   in 
that  year  he  removed  to  Pittsburg. 

Mr.  Shaw  is  well  known  as  a  religious  man, 
and,  like  his  father  and  grandfather  before 
him,  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian church.  He  has  been  connected 
with  that  body  since  his  boyhood  —  first  in 
the  old  Turtle  Creek  church,  where  his  early 
home  was,  then  in  the  church  at  Stewart's 
Station;  and  upon  his  removal  to  Allegheny 
he  and  his  wife  united  with  the  Fourth  United 
Presbyterian  Church  of  this  city,  Dr.  James 
Fulton,  pastor.  In  1885  Dr.  Fulton  estab- 
lished the  Montgomery  Avenue  Mission, 
where  services  were  held  in  the  evening  and  a 
Sunday-school  in  the  afternoon  for  the  chil- 
dren, the  object  being  to  bring  in  the  children 
of  non-church-going  parents.  Mr.  Shaw  was 
chosen  superintendent  of  this  Sunday-school, 
and  held  the  office  as  long  as  his  residence  was 
in  Allegheny  City.  At  the  closing  exercises 
of  the  school,  June  30,  1S96,  prior  to  the  sum- 
mer vacation,  Mr.  Shaw  was  presented  by  the 
teachers  and  officers  with  a  handsome  library 
table,  containing  an  appropriate  inscription 
on  a  silver  plate  inserted  in  the  wood-work. 
Upon  taking  his  residence  in  Pittsburg,  Mr. 
Shaw  joined  the  Si.xth  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  the  East  End.  He  is  now  engaged 
in  teaching  a  Bible  class  in  the  Sunday-school 
connected  therewith,  and  he  has  been  elected 
a  Ruling  Elder  in  said  church. 


(^AMES  L.  HAINES,  of  the  firm  T.  K. 
Ray  &  Co.,  wholesale  shoe  dealers  of 
Pittsburg,  was  born  here,  November  17, 
1857,  son  of  Samuel  and  Martha  (McCammon) 
Haines.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Mill- 
vale  borough,  this  county,  July  6,  1824,  and 
there  spent  his  boyhood,  after  learning  the 
trade  of  carpenter  came  to  Pittsburg,  and  has 


here  worked  at  that  calling  since.  Still  vig- 
orous, he  and  his  wife  are  counted  among  the 
oldest  members  of  the  old  Fourth  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mrs.  Martha  Haines  is  a  daughter 
of  John  McCammon,  of  Columbiana  County, 
Ohio.  She  has  four  sons:  John,  living  in 
Pittsburg;  Robert,  a  resident  of  Braddock ; 
James  L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
George,  who  is  still  at  home. 

After  leaving  school  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years,  James  L.  Haines  was  employed  as  an 
errand  boy  by  Albree  &  Co.,  one  of  the  oldest 
firms  in  the  city.  His  first  knowledge  of  the 
shoe  business  was  attained  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen in  a  wholesale  house,  with  which  he  had 
been  twelve  years  when  the  firm  gave  up  busi- 
ness. His  next  employment  was  that  of  man- 
ager in  the  shoe  department  of  a  large  store. 
He  resigned  this  position  subsequently  to 
join  T.  K.  Ray  and  James  VV.  Reed  in  the 
present  business  of  T.  K.  Ray  &  Co.  This 
was  in  the  fall  of  1894,  when  the  firm  became 
the  proprietors  of  the  business  previously  con- 
trolled by  Laird  &  Ray  at  the  same  place  on 
Liberty  Street.  The  entire  building  of  eight 
stories  is  occupied  by  the  firm;  and  they  em- 
ploy three  salesmen,  besides  an  office  force  of 
eight  men. 

On  June  7,  1888,  Mr.  Haines  married  Miss 
Louise  Rush,  of  Allegheny.  They  have  two 
sons  —  Arthur  Samuel  and  Walter  Roy.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haines  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Wilkinsburg,  where  they 
now  reside.  Made  a  Mason  at  McCaudless 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  Past  Mas- 
ter, Mr.  Haines  belongs  to  Duquesne  Chapter; 
to  the  Ancient  Scottish  Rite;  to  the  Lodge 
of  Perfection,  of  which  he  is  Past  Junior  War- 
den ;  to  the  Princes  of  Jerusalem,  Rose  Croix, 
Pennsylvania  Consistory,  Nobles  of  the  Mys- 
tic Shrine,  and  Knights  of  Mystic  Chain;  and 
he  has  received  the  thirty-second  degree.      He 
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is  also  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  An- 
cient Essenic  Order,  Pennsylvania  Senate,  No. 
950. 

LEXANDER  JAMES  BARTON,  an 
attorney-at-law  of  Pittsburg,  was  born 
in  that  city,  March  19,  1852,  son 
of  James  and  Jane  W.  (MacGregor)  Barton. 
His  grandfather,  Robert  Barton,  a  native  of 
Dumfries  County,  Scotland,  came  to  this 
country  when  the  National  Road  was  building, 
and  was  employed  on  that  work  in  the  capacity 
of  an  engineer.  The  father,  who  was  born  in 
Pittsburg,  October  10,  1S16,  after  receiving 
a  common-school  education,  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade  with  Roseberg,  one  of  the  well- 
known  contractors  of  that  time.  He  worked 
for  some  years  as  a  journeyman,  afterward  en- 
gaging in  business  for  himself.  For  some 
years  before  his  death  he  lived  on  a  farm  in 
Harmarville,  Allegheny  County.  He  was  a 
Republican,  and  on  one  occasion  was  a  candi- 
date for  associate  judge  against  the  late  Judge 
Park.  His  wife,  Jane,  was  a  daughter  of 
James  MacGregor,  of  Penn  township.  They 
had  four  children,  namely:  James,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Alexander  James,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  William  ^V.,  of  whom  there  is  no 
special  record ;  and  Mary,  now  the  wife  of 
William  J.  Arbuckle.  The  father  died  in 
the  year  1892.  He  had  been  for  many  years  a 
trustee  in  the  United  Presbyterian  church,  of 
which  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members. 

Alexander  J.  Barton  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Pittsburg,  pursued  his  study  of  the 
classics  under  a  private  tutor,  and  took  a 
course  in  book-keeping  at  the  Iron  City  Busi- 
ness College.  Subsequently  he  registered  as 
a  law  student  in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  John 
Barton,  and  in  due  time  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1875.  Two  years  later  he  opened  an 
office  of  his  own,  and  has  since   carried   on    a 


most  successful  practice,  principally  in  the 
civil  courts.  Lawyer  Barton  was  counsel  for 
Joseph  P.  Splane  in  the  well-known  manda- 
mus case,  in  which  the  Supreme  Court  decided 
the  act  of  May  19,  1887,  regulating  admission 
to  the  bar  in  Pennsylvania,  unconstitutional. 

On  September  7,  1876,  Mr.  Barton  married 
Miss  Isabella  F.  Leitch,  daughter  of  James 
Leitch,  of  Allegheny  City.  Their  children 
are:  James  Lowrie,  Paul  C,  and  Harry 
Elliott.  Both  parents  are  members  of  the 
North  Presbyterian  Church  of  Allegheny 
City.  Mr.  Barton  was  made  a  Mason  at  Ionic 
Lodge,  No.  525,  of  Allegheny  City,  January 
16,  1882.  He  is  now  a  Past  Master;  a  mem- 
ber of  Duquesne  Chapter,  No.  192;  of  Pitts- 
burg Commandery,  No.  i  ;  of  Allegheny  Coun- 
cil No.  38,  of  which  he  is  P.  T.  I.  G.  M.  ;  and 
of  Pennsylvania  Consistory.  He  also  belongs 
to  Security  Lodge,  No.  703,  Knights  of 
Honor;  and  to  Federal  Council,  No.  108, 
Royal  Arcanum,  of  which  he  is  Past  Regent. 


ON.  GEORGE  WILSON,  of  Pitts- 
burg, the  president  of  the  Humane 
Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania, 
and  one  of  the  ex-mayors  of  the  city,  was  born 
July  7,  1816,  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  son  of  Rob- 
ert and  Esther  (Armstrong)  Wilson.  The 
father,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  of  Scotch- 
Irish  parentage,  came  to  this  countr}'  about 
the  year  18 14,  and  located  in  Baltimore.  In 
181 8  he  came  to  Pittsburg,  which  was  then 
very  small  and  gave  no  promise  of  the  size  and 
importance  it  has  since  attained.  By  working 
at  his  trade  of  millwright  he  maintained  his 
family  in  good  circumstances.  Both  himself 
and  his  wife  died  shortly  after  their  arrival  in 
Pittsburg.  They  had  six  children,  four  boys 
and  two  girls. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents  George  Wil- 
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son,  still  in  his  childhood,  was  taken  charge  of 
by  his  sister,  Mrs.  Margaret  Marshall.  His 
attendance  at  school  was  much  curtailed  by 
the  necessity  that  compelled  him  to  com- 
mence earning  his  living  as  soon  as  possible. 
Brief  as  that  period  was,  it  was  marked  by  an 
incident  that  he  recalls  with  pleasure  to  this 
day.  In  1825,  on  the  occasion  of  General 
Lafayette's  visit  to  Pittsburg,  George  Wilson 
was  one  of  the  schoolboys  drawn  up  on  Wood 
Street  in  two  lines  between  which  the  General 
passed,  and,  further,  was  one  of  the  few  boys 
with  whom  the  General  stopped  to  speak  and 
shake  hands.  Not  long  after,  he  went  to  work 
in  the  tobacco  factory  of  William  Diller,  who 
was  one  of  the  earliest  manufacturers  of  to- 
bacco in  the  town.  In  due  time  he  acquired 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  trade,  after  which  he 
was  not  only  able  to  maintain  himself,  but  to 
save  some  money.  Under  the  firm  name  of 
Wilson  &  Fullerton  he  and  John  Fullerton 
opened  a  store  on  Liberty  Street  in  1838. 
After  a  few  years  Mr.  Wilson  started  in  busi- 
ness alone,  and  conducted  it  with  much  suc- 
cess for  many  years.  He  is  now  a  director  of 
the  People's  Savings  Bank,  of  the  Duquesne 
National  Bank,  and  of  the  Citizens'  Insurance 
Company.  On  coming  of  age  he  began  to  take 
an  active  interest  in  politics.  Possessed  of 
much  natural  ability  and  a  studious  habit,  he 
s6on  became  conversant  with  the  leading 
topics  of  the  day.  Beginning  in  1844,  when 
he  was  first  elected,  he  served  in  the  City 
Council  for  several  years,  representing  differ- 
ent wards.  He  also  served  for  some  time  in 
the  Select  Council,  and  was  a  director  of  the 
public  schools  for  a  prolonged  period.  When 
it  was  first  proposed  to  establish  the  high 
school,  Mr.  Wilson  took  a  firm  stand  in  favor 
of  the  project,  although  it  was  strongly  op- 
posed by  many  of  the  most  influential  citizens. 
In    1859  he   was  elected   Mayor,    and    he   dis- 


charged the  duties  of  that  office  with  signal 
ability  and  dignity  for  two  years.  A  notable 
event  of  his  mayoralty  was  the  reception  of 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  on  which  occasion  Mayor 
Wilson,  in  a  felicitous  address,  presented  His 
Royal  Highness  with  the  freedom  of  the  city. 
The  part  he  played  in  frustrating  the  treacher- 
ous designs  of  Secretary  Floyd,  just  before 
the  Southern  rebellion,  is  historical.  The  at- 
tempt of  the  Secretary  to  remove  to  the  South 
the  big  guns  in  the  Allegheny  County  Ar- 
senal created  great  excitement  from  one  end 
of  the  Union  to  the  other.  W'hile  it  met  with 
the  most  determined  opposition  of  the  citizens 
of  Pittsburg,  Mayor  Wilson  positively  refused 
to  let  his  police  assist  in  the  shipment  of  the 
guns.  Another  notable  event,  and  one  which 
Mr.  Wilson  regards  the  proudest  occasion  of 
his  life,  was  the  city's  reception  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  when  on  his  way  to  Washington  to 
assume  the  Presidency.  Elected  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  Mr.  Wilson  represented  Pitts- 
burg in  the  legislature  of  1867,  1868,  and 
1869,  taking  an  active  part  in  promoting  the 
"Consolidation  Act,"  by  which  the  territory 
now  known  as  East  End  was  annexed  to  the 
city,  and  serving  ably  throughout  the  last  year 
in  the  capacity  of  chairman  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee. 

Mr.  Wilson  first  married  Mary  Frances 
Howe,  who  died  in  1854.  By  her  he  became 
the  father  of  six  children,  three  of  whom  died 
in  infancy.  The  others  are:  Maria,  now  the 
widow  of  the  late  Charles  McNulty;  Bella 
Jane,  the  wife  of  Attorney  John  A.  Wilson; 
and  Mary  Frances,  now  deceased,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Hillis  McKowan,  the  secretary  of  the 
Pittsburg  Insurance  Company.  The  father 
entered  a  second  marriage,  contracted  with 
Emily  Wilson,  whose  children  by  him  were: 
Harriet  Rebecca,  Carrie  Blanche,  and  Effie. 
Harriet  is  now  the  wife  of  F.  O.  Van  Gorder, 
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and  Carrie  is  tlie  wife  of  Harry  S.  Hill. 
The  mother  died  in  1879.  After  having  been 
a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  for 
many  yeairs,  Mr.  Wilson  helped  to  organize 
the  Bellefield  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
he  has  been  Sunday-school  superintendent  and 
is  now  an  Elder.  He  has  been  the  president 
of  the  Humane  Society  for  the  past  two  years. 
The  object  of  this  organization,  which  is  one 
of  the  most  influential  of  the  kind  in  the 
country,  has  had  Mr.  Wilson's  most  earnest 
support  for  a  long  time.  In  politics  he  has 
been  a  Republican  since  he  helped  the  first 
organization  of  the  party  at  old  Lafayette  Hall 
in  Pittsburg.  Beginning  by  casting  his  first 
vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison,  he  has 
voted  in  every  Presidential  election  since  then. 
In  the  East  End,  wliere  Mr.  Wilson  has  been 
a  resident  for  nearly  thirty  years,  he  is  known 
by  young  and  old,  who  love  him  for  his  never- 
failing  goodness  of  heart. 


/TAHARLES  PFEIFER,  whose  death 
(    jp       was  caused   by  an   accident   while  out 

X^  ^  hunting,  on  December  28,  1 8g6, 
was  for  many  years  proprietor  of  the  dyeing, 
cleansing,  and  laundry  establishment  at  355 
Beaver  Avenue,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
benevolent  and  beloved  of  the  citizens  of  Al- 
legheny, Pa.  He  was  born  in  Dresden,  Ger- 
many, December  20,  1S50,  son  of  John  and 
Henrietta  Pfeifer,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Germany.  His  father  before  coming  to 
America  was  a  soldier  in  the  German  army. 
He  immigrated  with  his  family  in  1854,  set- 
tled in  Beaver  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming.  His  wife  died  a  short  time 
since  on  the  farm  near  Rochester  at  the  age 
of  seventy-three,  and  he  died  at  eighty-three. 
They  had  two  children  —  Charles  and  George, 
but  only  the  first  named  lived  to  maturity. 


Charles  Pfeifer  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  in  Beaver  County,  and  in  his  boyhood 
attended  the  district  schools.  A  diligent  stu- 
dent, spending  long  evenings  poring  over  his 
books,  he  was  usually  at  the  head  of  his 
class.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  came 
to  Allegheny  and  worked  as  solicitor  for  his 
foster-brother  Henry,  who  carried  on  a  dyeing 
establishment  in  Beaver  Avenue.  At  the 
end  of  a  year's  time  he  was  made  partner  in 
the  business;  and  not  many  months  after, 
Henry  becoming  sick  and  being  obliged  to 
travel  for  his  health,  Charles  bought  out  the 
business  for  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  paying 
seven  hundred  dollars  in  cash  and  the  balance 
in  instalments  covering  a  period  of  several 
years.  At  the  time  he  employed  four  persons, 
one  of  them  being  the  young  lady  who  after- 
ward became  his  wife.  In  the  early  days  of 
the  business  Mr.  Pfeifer  pushed  a  two- 
wheeled  cart  through  the  streets,  and  himself 
solicited  work.  He  toiled  hard,  and  fre- 
quently, after  being  out  all  day,  would  work 
in  the  shop  until  three  or  four  o'clock  the  next 
morning.  He  always  insisted  on  doing  the 
pressing  himself,  in  order  to  be  sure  that  it 
was  properly  done.  Thoroughly  honest  and 
upright,  and  unfailingly  courteous  and  good- 
natured,  he  won  the  confidence  and  good  will 
of  the  public.  No  matter  what  fault  might  be 
found  by  critical  customers,  he  never  lost  his 
patience;  and  no  doubt  this  uniform  kindliness 
was  one  of  the  causes  of  his  constant  increase 
of  patronage. 

As  there  were  no  laundries  in  Pittsburg 
except  those  operated  by  Chinamen,  Mr. 
Pfeifer  opened  one  in  connection  with  his  dye- 
ing establishment,  and  secured  as  a  partner 
Charles  Pine,  from  the  East,  who  was  an  ex- 
perienced workman.  A  horse  and  wagon  now 
took  the  place  of  the  hand-cart.  Mr.  Pine 
ceased  to  be  a  partner  after  a  few  months,  but 
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remained  as  foreman  in  the  business  for  twelve 
years.  For  many  years  Mr.  Pfeifer  enjoyed  a 
monopoly  of  the  laundry  trade  in  Allegheny, 
and  his  business  increased  to  enormous  propor- 
tions. His  establishment  became  so  well 
known  that  work  was  sent  from  New  York  and 
from  Chicago,  and  he  finally  opened  a  separate 
laundry  in  the  last-named  city.  About  nine 
years  ago  he  formed  a  connection  with  David 
Weber,  of  Chicago,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Weber  &  Pfeifer;  and  the  establishment  now 
covers  an  entire  block  in  State  Street.  It  is 
one  of  the  finest  laundries  in  the  world,  and  is. 
supplied  with  all  the  latest  improved  machin- 
ery. Here  new  goods  for  manufacturers  are 
dyed,  cleaned,  and  finished.  Mr.  Pfeifer  also 
opened  a  laundry  and  dye-house  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  some  five  years  ago;  but  it  had  been  in 
operation  only  two  years  when  it  was  burned, 
causing  a  loss  of  about  twelve  thousand  dol- 
lars. This  was  not  covered  by  insurance,  and 
the  establishment  has  never  been  reopened. 
At  the  time  of  Mr.  Pfeifer's  death  the  work- 
ing force  of  the  laundry  department  alone 
in  Allegheny  consisted  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  five  people  during  the  dull  season,  and 
twenty-two  wagons  for  the  delivery  of  goods 
were  in  use. 

Mr.  Pfeifer's  fortune  aggregated  about  a 
million  dollars,  and  all  this  had  been  accumu- 
lated by  his  own  energy  and  thrift.  He 
owned  large  amounts  of  real  estate  in  Pitts- 
burg, Chicago,  and  in  California.  His  resi- 
dence on  North  Avenue  was  bought  for 
sixty-five  thousand  dollars  cash  in  November, 
1895.  Having  earned  his  fortune,  be  felt  that 
he  could  spend  it  as  he  chose.  He  was  an 
extremely  benevolent  man;  and  his  numerous 
charities  won  for  him  the  love  of  many  per- 
sons, especially  as  he  never  was  ostentatious 
in  giving  and  always  tried  to  keep  it  secret. 
He  was  especially  fond  of  children,  and  it  has 


been  said  that  almost  every  youngster  in  Alle- 
gheny was  his  friend.  Not  very  long  before 
his  death  he  picked  up  three  ragged  little 
fellows  in  the  street  and  fitted  them  out  with 
new  suits  of  clothing;  and  it  was  frecjuently 
his  practice  to  send  to  his  farm,  near  Roches- 
ter, during  the  warm  weather,  when  his  family 
were  stopping  there,  a  whole  houseful  of  poor 
children,  that  they  might  enjoy  the  pure  air 
and  good  country  food. 

On  January  14,  1S73,  Mr.  Pfeifer  married 
Miss  Sarah  J.  McDowell,  daughter  of  a  West- 
moreland farmer.  Seven  children  were  born 
to  them;  namely,  Ora  A.,  Anna  E.,  Myrtle 
M.,  William  Edward,  Charles  P'rancis,  Harry 
Elwood,  and  Nellie  Irene.  Mrs.  Pfeifer  was 
her  husband's  constant  adviser  in  the  early 
days  of  his  business  career,  and  much  of  his 
success  has  been  due  to  her  co-operation.  She 
will  continue  the  business.  Mr.  Pfeifer  was 
for  twenty-four  years  a  member  of  the  Union 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his 
wife  also  is  a  member,  both  being  heavy  con- 
tributors to  its  numerous  charitable  and  benev- 
olent organizations.  Mr.  Pfeifer  was  School 
Director  for  a  number  of  terms,  and  was  inter- 
ested in  all  the  educational  affairs  of  the  city. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  body,  and 
was  buried  with  Masonic  honors. 


DWARD  B.  HECKEL,  A.B.,  A.M., 
of  Pittsburg,  though  still  a 
young  man,  is  connected  with  several 
of  the  leading  public  institutions  of  this  city. 
He  was  born  in  Allegheny  City,  January  30, 
1S65,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Kock) 
Heckel.  After  attending  the  public  schools 
of  Allegheny  City,  he  went  to  Allegheny  Col- 
lege, Meadville,  Pa.,  from  which  institution 
he  has  since  received  the  degrees  of  Bachelor 
of   Arts   and    Master    of    Arts.      Subsequently 
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he  studied  for  some  time  with  Dr.  IT.  W. 
Hechelman,  of  Allegheny  City,  and  then 
entered  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College  of 
New  York  City,  which  in  1890,  when  he  was 
third  on  the  honor  list  out  of  a  class  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-four,  conferred  on  him  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  cii7n  laude. 
Having  completed  his  medical  studies  with  a 
post-graduate  course  at  the  New  York  Poly- 
clinic, he  returned  to  Pittsburg  to  practise  his 
jDrofession  with  Dr.  Hechelman,  his  former 
preceptor.  In  1893  he  opened  an  office  of  his 
own,  at  the  same  time  limiting  his  practice  to 
diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear. 

Dr.  Heckel  is  now  lecturer  on  diseases  of 
the  eye  and  ear  at  the  West  Penn  Medical 
College  (medical  department  of  the  Western 
University  of  Pennsylvania)  ;  assistant  oculist 
to  the  West  Penn  Hospital;  oculist  to  the  St. 
John's  General  Hospital,  the  Home  for  the 
Friendless,  the  J.  M.  Gusky  Orphanage,  and 
the  German  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum ;  and 
he  is  special  examining  surgeon  in  diseases 
of  the  eye  and  ear  for  the  United  States  Pen- 
sion Bureau.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Alle- 
gheny County  Medical  Society,  and  he  has 
been  an  officer  of  the  Pittsburg  Academy  of 
Medicine  for  a  number  of  years.  He  belongs 
to  the  college  fraternity  of  Phi  Gamma  Delta, 
having  been  initiated  into  the  Pi  Chapter 
while  a  student  at  Allegheny  College.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  that 
order  in  New  York  City  for  two  years,  and  at 
present  is  the  vice-president  of  the  Pittsburg 
Graduate  Chapter.  He  has  also  represented 
his  chapter  at  the  national  conventions  of  the 
fraternity  held  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  Phil- 
adelphia and  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  at  the  Pitts- 
burg convention  in  1891,  when  he  was  presid- 
ing officer.  Dr.  Heckel  is  also  connected 
with  the  Masonic  order.  He  has  contributed 
a  number   of    valuable  articles  to  the  medical 


journals  of  the  day,  and  has  devised  some  in- 
genious appliances  for  use  in  his  special  line 
of  practice.  He  was  married  November  21, 
1894,  to  Matilda  E.  Lautner,  daughter  of 
Joseph   Lautner,    Esq.,    of  Allegheny  City. 


AMES  FRANCIS  BURKE,  a  rising 
young  lawyer  of  Pittsburg,  who  has 
gained  a  national  reputation  as  the  as- 
sistant secretary  of  the  National  Republican 
Committee,  was  born  in  Petroleum  Centre, 
Venango  County,  October  21,  1867.  His  par- 
ents were  Richard  J.  and  Annie  (Arnold) 
Burke,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of 
County  Limerick,  Ireland,  and  the  latter  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  and  was  the  only 
pupil  ever  admitted  to  the  Pittsburg  High 
School  who  had  not  taken  the  regular  common- 
school  course.  He  did  not  graduate,  however, 
but  completed  his  studies  under  the  tuition  of 
Dr.  Charles  Herron.  Subsequently  he  studied 
stenography  with  John  T.  Porter;  and,  becom- 
ing an  expert  shorthand  reporter,  he  opened  an 
office  on  Fifth  Avenue  in  1887.  Here  he 
made  a  specialty  of  reporting  the  proceedings 
of  political  conventions.  His  first  work  of 
this  kind  was  a  report  for  the  Union  Labor 
Party's  Convention  at  Springer  Street  Hall, 
Cincinnati.  Afterward  similar  engagements 
were  received  by  him  from  parties  in  various 
States,  and  he  was  the  official  reporter  for  two 
Republican  National  Conventions.  He  was 
appointed  official  stenographer  of  the  United 
States  Court  in  1888,  and  held  that  position 
for  two  years.  Having  begun  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  William  Scott,  of  Pittsburg,  he 
entered  in  1890  the  law  department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1892.  After  completing  his 
studies  with   the   Hon.  Walter  Lyon,  he   was 
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admitted  to  the  Allegheny  County  bar  in 
1893.  Since  entering  the  legal  profession  he 
has  acquired  a  high  reputation  as  a  criminal 
lawyer.  In  June,  1896,  he  completed  the 
trial  of  his  eighth  murder  case  in  the  capacity 
of  defendant's  counsel.  He  has  been  unusu- 
ally successful  in  capital  cases.  In  the  eight 
cases  referred  to,  all  his  clients  were  saved 
from  the  death  penalty,  and  four  of  them  were 
acquitted. 

In  politics  Mr.  Burke  is  a  Republican. 
He  has  labored  zealously  in  the  interest  of 
his  party  since  becoming  a  voter.  In  the  last 
few  months  of  his  college  life  he  organized 
the  American  Republican  College  League, 
which  now  has  branches  in  all  the  large  uni- 
versities in  the  United  States;  and  he  was  its 
first  president.  In  1S91  he  was  appointed 
secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Treasury 
Investigating  Commission,  and  in  1S92  he 
was  selected  by  President  Harrison  to  codify 
the  navigation  laws  of  the  United  States. 
Perhaps  his  most  effective  political  work  has 
been  accomplished  in  connection  with  the 
Republican  National  Committee.  He  was 
appointed  assistant  secretary  in  1892,  and 
re-elected  at  St.  Louis  in  1896.  In  this 
capacity  the  duties  of  the  secretary  devolved 
upon  him  for  a  time.  His  services  upon 
the  stump  and  in  the  committee-room  have 
been  of  such  a  nature  as  to  elicit  the  thanks 
of  the  various  party  leaders;  and  his  able 
management  of  the  preliminary  committee 
work  of  the  St.  Louis  Convention,  which 
nominated  Major  McKinley,  was  very  service- 
able to  the  party's  interest. 

On  April  15,  1895,  Mr.  Burkewas  united  in 
marriage  with  Josephine  Burch  Scott.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  Captain  James  B.  Scott,  one  of 
the  best  known  steamboat  men  in  Detroit, 
Mich.  Mr.  Burke  is  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Republican  Club,  of  the  Columbia  Ath- 


letic Club  of  Washington,  and  of  the  Ameri- 
cus  Club  of  Pittsburg;  and  he  has  been  the 
president  of  the  Union  League  Club  of  this 
city.  While  he  adheres  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith,  which  was  the  religion  of  his  ancestors, 
he  is  disposed  to  take  a  liberal  view  of  relig- 
ious subjects.  Mrs.  Burke  is  a  Presbyterian. 
Having  reported  the  speeches  of  many  of  the 
best  speakers  of  this  country,  he  has  a  cordial 
acquaintanceship  with  most  of  them.  The 
following  autograph  letter  from  ex-President 
Harrison,  regarding  the  Republican  College 
League,  will  be  read  with  interest  by  the 
readers  of  this  work:  — 

674  North  Delaware  Street, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  May  22,  1S93. 

My  dear  Mr.  Burke, —  I  have  watched  with  great  in- 
terest the  growth  of  the  Republican  College  League 
under  your  earnest  leadership.  The  wonder  is  that  the 
necessity  and  promise  of  this  work  was  not  sooner  ap- 
preciated by  all  of  us.  It  has  a  disseminating  power 
that  no  other  political  work  has. 

You  and  your  associates  are  entitled  to  the  gratitude 
of  all  who  love  Republican  principles  for  effecting  the 
present    organization. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Benjamin  Harrison. 


/STTv 


AYLORD  M.  BEACH,  a  prominent 
V  fsF  railroad  man  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  was 
born  July  lo,  1831,  on  a  farm  in 
Richland  County,  Ohio,  the  son  of  Jonathan 
and  Rebecca  (Holmes)  Beach.  His  ancestors 
on  the  paternal  side  came  from  England  early 
in  1700,  and  settled  in  the  State  of  Delaware. 
Francis  Holmes,  his  maternal  ancestor,  came 
from  the  north  coast  of  Ireland,  previously 
having  migrated  from  Scotland  to  that  place, 
and  settled  in  Washington  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania. On  both  the  paternal  and  maternal 
sides  Mr.  Beach's  ancestors  took  part  in  and 
were  identified  with  the  Revolutionary  War  of 
the  colonies  against  England  in  their  struggle 
for  independence. 
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His  father  with  two  brothers  migrated  from 
the  State  of  Delaware  to  Washington  County, 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  became  acquainted 
with  the  family  of  Francis  Holmes,  a  farmer 
of  that  county,  above  named;  and  early  in  the 
present  century  Jonathan  Beach  was  married 
to  Rebecca  Holmes.  The  Holmes  family 
later  on  moved  to  Harrison  County,  and  the 
Beach  family  to  Knox  and  Richland  Counties, 
Ohio,  Jonathan  Beach  locating  on  a  farm  in 
Richland  County,  near  Mansfield,  Ohio,  where 
his  son  Gay  lord  was  born.  The  father  was  an 
Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church  for  thirty 
years  before  his  death. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Beach's  life  was  spent 
upon  his  father's  farm.  He  was  educated  at 
the  Baldwin  Institute  and  at  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
supporting  himself  by  manual  labor  and  by 
teaching.  He  entered  railroad  service  in 
1850,  and  afterward  studied  law  with  the 
firm  of  Stanton  &  Allison  at  Bellefontaine, 
Ohio;  but,  his  circumstances  not  being  favor- 
able to  his  taking  up  the  practice  of  law,  he 
continued  in  railroad  employment.  Begin- 
ning at  the  lowest  round  of  the  ladder,  from 
laboring  on  the  track  of  the  Sandusky,  Mans- 
field &  Newark  Railroad,  he  gradually  worked 
his  way  up  to  liis  present  responsible  position. 
From  1852  to  1854  he  was  in  charge  of  surfac- 
ing track  of  the  Bellefontaine  &  Indiana  Rail- 
road;  from  January,  1854,  to  November  of  the 
same  year  he  laid  the  track  of  the  road  from 
Avon  Springs  to  Rochester,  N.Y.  ;  the  ne.xt 
three  years  were  spent  in  the  construction  of 
the  East  Tennessee  &  Georgia,  the  Memphis 
&  Charleston,  and  the  East  Tennessee  &  Vir- 
ginia roads.  Between  February,  1857,  and 
June,  1869,  he  served  as  conductor  on  the 
freight  and  passenger  trains,  and  assistant 
road  master  of  the  "Bee  Line"  between 
Gallon  and  Indianapolis.  The  following  year 
he  superintended  the  construction  of  the  In- 


dianapolis &  St.  Louis  Railroad;  during  the 
months  of  November  and  December  of  the  year 
1870  he  was  road  master  on  the  Atlantic  & 
Pacific  and  South  Pacific  roads  from  Arling- 
ton to  Marshfield,  Mo.;  from  1S71  to  March, 
1880,  he  was  real  estate  agent  and  road  master 
of  the  C.  C.  C.  &  Indianapolis  Railway;  and 
in  March  of  the  year  1880  he  took  charge  of 
the  engineering  department  of  the  same  road, 
where  he  remained  for  five  consecutive  years, 
the  Indianapolis  &  St.  Louis  road  being 
added  in  1882.  From  September,  1S85,  to 
October,  1885,  he  was  assistant  general  man- 
ager of  these  roads,  on  the  latter  date  becom- 
ing manager  of  the  Cleveland,  Columbus, 
Cincinnati  &  Indiana,  and  Indianapolis  &  St, 
Louis  roads,  and  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Dayton  &  Union  road.  From 
June  15,  1889,  to  April  i,  1890,  he  was  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Chicago  &  Atlantic  road; 
and  since  that  time  he  has  been  general  super- 
intendent of  the  P.  &  L.  E.  R.R.,  identifying 
himself  with  Pittsburg  interests. 

At  the  call  for  volunteers  by  President 
Lincoln  in  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  Thirteenth  Ohio  Volunter  Infantry; 
and  he  was  mustered  out  at  the  close  of  the 
term  of  his  enlistment. 

He  was  made  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order  in  East  Tennessee  at  New  Market,  where 
he  was  building  a  railroad,  and,  taking  his  first 
two  degrees,  was  afterward  demitted  to  Lodge 
No.  209,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 
He  subsequently  took  the  chapter  degrees  in 
the  Lafayette  Chapter  of  that  place,  where  he 
still  holds  his  membership.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Railroad  Association,  also  of 
the  American  Society  of  Railroad  Superin- 
tendents. 

Mr.  Beach  married  Miss  Gertrude  Nichols, 
of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  November  13,  1861. 
Mrs.     Beach     is    the     daughter     of     Warren 
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Nichols,  who  came  originally  from  Connecti- 
cut, where  she  was  born.  They  have  five 
children  living,  and  have  been  bereft  of  three. 
A  daughter,  Julia  E.,  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  H. 
Welch,  of  Pittsburg;  Jessie  A.  is  the  wife  of 
Burt  Hubbell,  of  Pittsburg;  Ernest  W.  is  a 
student  at  law;  Olive  A.  is  at  home,  a 
teacher  and  one  of  the  faculty  of  the  Conserv- 
atory of  Musical  Art  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania; and  the  other  daughter,  Gertrude  L. , 
is  in  the  high  school.  Ancestors  of  Mrs. 
Nichols  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
About  the  year  1856  her  father  migrated  to 
Ohio,  where  he  afterward  resided  until  his 
death. 


(^OHN  SEMPLE,  M.D.,  one  of  the  old- 
est established  and  most  highly  es- 
teemed physicians  of  Wilkinsburg,  was 
born  F'ebruary  16,  1823,  at  Wildwood,  this 
county,  son  of  Robert  A.  and  Mary  (Simpson) 
Semple.  On  both  the  paternal  and  maternal 
sides  he  is  of  Scotch  descent.  His  great- 
grandfather, also  named  John  Semple,  was  one 
of  the  Scotch  settlers  of  Pennsylvania.  This 
John  Semple  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution. 
He  reared  a  large  family  of  sons.  His  son, 
James  Semple,  a  veteran  of  the  War  of  18 13, 
was  born  and  reared  in  the  Cumberland  valley. 
A  very  active  and  enterprising  man,  he  was 
busily  employed  as  a  surveyor,  farmer,  and 
miller.  After  spending  his  last  years  in  the 
town  of  Etna,  this  county,  he  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  fourscore  and  five  years. 

Robert  A.  Semple,  the  father  of  Dr. 
Semple,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  this  county, 
living  within  its  limits  from  the  time  of  his 
birth,  in  1793,  at  East  Liberty,  until  his 
demise,  October  16,  1886,  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Wildwood.  He  was  a  successful 
agriculturist,  and  he  served  the  community  in 
various  responsible  offices.      He  married  Miss 


Mary  Simpson,  a  daughter  of  John  Simpson, 
who  was  born  in  Scotland,  educated  for  the 
bar  in  Edinburgh,  and  there  was  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  for  a  short  time. 
In  1798  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
locating  at  Green  Tree,  this  county,  where  he 
lived  for  many  years.  Later  he  removed  to 
Mahoningtown,  Lawrence  County,  where  he 
died  in  the  ninety-fifth  year  of  his  age.  Of 
Mr.  Semple's  five  sons  and  three  daughters  five 
are  living,  namely:  James,  who  resides  on  the 
Perrysville  road;  John,  who  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  ;  Robert,  a  resident  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  Silas,  of  Wildwood;  and  Sarah,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Robert  Ferguson,  and  lives  in 
Wilkinsburg.  The  mother  died  in  1S84,  in 
her  eighty-ninth  year.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  her  husband 
was  an  Elder  for  fifty-five  years. 

John  Semple  lived  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Wildwood  until  fourteen  years  old,  obtaining 
the  rudiments  of  knowledge  in  the  district 
schools.  He  then  studied  for  a  time  at  the 
Bakerstown  Academy,  of  which  Dr.  Guthrie 
was  the  principal,  and  at  an  academy  in  Wash- 
ington County  presided  over  by  the  Rev.  John 
Moore.  In  1845  he  was  graduated  from  the 
literary  department  of  Jefferson  College  at 
Canonsburg,  and  soon  after  began  the  study  of 
medicine  in  Pittsburg  with  Drs.  Speer  and 
Brooks.  Three  years  later  he  received  a 
diploma  from  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  at 
Philadelphia,  where  he  had  attended  lectures. 
The  Doctor  then  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Evansburg.  From  there  he  went 
to  Allegheny,  where  he  was  actively  engaged 
for  a  year  and  a  half.  In  April,  1850,  he 
settled  in  Wilkinsburg,  where  he  occupies  a 
foremost  place  among  the  most  competent 
physicians  of  the  city.  Ten  years  after  locat- 
ing here  Dr.  Semple  built  his  present  resi- 
dence, 753  Penn  Avenue,  where  he  has  a  most 
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attractive  home.  He  is  well  and  favorably 
known  among  his  professional  brethren,  and 
is  an  honored  member  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Medical  Society,  of  the  State  Medical 
Society,  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
and  of  the  International  Medical  Association. 
In  Masonry  he  has  taken  the  degree  of  Master. 
Having  served  with  credit  in  all  the  minor 
public  offices  of  the  place,  he  was  for  two 
terms  Mayor  of  the  borough  now  called  VVil- 
kinsburg. 

Dr.  Semple  has  been  twice  married.  In 
March,  1848,  he  married  Miss  Isabelle  Smith, 
a  sister  of  the  celebrated  artist  of  Philadelphia, 
and  a  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  Rus- 
sell Smith.  She  died  in  February,  1852, 
leaving  one  daughter  —  Mary,  who  is  now  the 
home-keeper  for  her  father.  On  May  18, 
1854,  the  Doctor  married  as  his  second  wife 
Miss  Nan  Thompson,  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Lydia  Moore  Thompson.  She  died  in  Janu- 
ary, 1895.  The  only  child  of  this  union  was 
Margaret,  who  died  a  few  years  after  her  mar- 
riage with  Maurice  Scott,  leaving  a  son  four 
years  of  age,  John  Scott,  who  now  makes  his 
home  with  his  grandfather,  the  Doctor.  Dr. 
Semple  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  to  which  both  of  his  wives  also 
belontjed. 


-OHN  A.  WILSON,  an  attorney-at-law 
of  Pittsburg,  whose  office  is  in  the 
Carnegie  Building,  was  born  November 
2,  1843,  at  New  Brighton,  Beaver  County. 
He  is  of  Irish  ancestry,  his  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Wilson,  having  been  born  and 
reared  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland.  When  a 
young  man  the  grandfather  bade  good-by  to 
his  sorrowing  friends,  and  leaving  his  native 
isle  came  to  America  in  search  of  fortune. 
He  located  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the  northern 
pike,    now    included     in     the    limits    of    this 


county,  and  remained  a  resident  of  this  local- 
ity until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1842, 
while  he  was  in  the  prime  of  manhood.  After 
coming  here  he  married,  and  became  the 
father  of  fourteen  children. 

James  P.  Wilson,  son  of  John  Wilson,  was 
born  and  bred  in  Pittsburg.  He  learned  the 
carriage-maker's  trade,  and  was  afterward 
prosperously  engaged  in  that  calling  until  his 
death  in  November,  1886,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  years.  He  married  Nancy  W.  Sullivan,  a 
daughter  of  Aaron  Sullivan,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  a  descendant  of  Peter  O' Sulli- 
van. Aaron  Sullivan  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  industrious  and  energetic,  and  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Pittsburg,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1830,  when  he  was  comparatively  a  young 
man.  Of  the  children  born  to  him  and  his 
wife  there  are  now  living:  John  A.,  Effie, 
Alice,  James  P.  C,  Edna,  and  Ira  J.  Effie  is 
now  the  widow  of  T.  A.  Spence;  Alice  is  the 
wife  of  A.  D.  Reno,  Jr.  ;  and  Edna  is  the  wife 
of  the  Rev.  George  Rogers.  The  parents 
were  remarkable  for  their  piety  and  active  in 
church  work.  The  father  was  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church;  and  the  mother,  who  still 
lives,  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  denomina- 
tion. 

John  A.  Wilson  received  a  substantial  foun- 
dation for  his  future  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Pittsburg.  Afterward  he  entered 
the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  June, 
1864.  In  early  life,  when  not  in  school,  he 
kept  books  for  his  father,  thereby  obtaining 
some  insight  of  business.  After  leaving  the 
university,  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  M.  A.  Woodward,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  November,  1867.  He  at  once 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Pitts- 
burg, where  he  has  since  remained,  having  a 
business  that  demands   all    of   his    time.      He 
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gives  his  attention  principally  to  real  estate 
matters,  and  examines  more  titles  perhaps 
than  any  other  lawyer  at  the  bar,  his  knowl- 
edge on  this  subject  being  very  extensive  and 
comprehensive.  In  politics  he  is  a  sound  Re- 
publican, but  he  has  never  taken  any  active 
interest  in  local  affairs. 

On  April  2,  1868,  Mr.  Wilson  married  Miss 
Belle  Wilson,  a  daughter  of  Mayor  George  and 
Mary  F.  (Hovvey)  Wilson.  They  have  three 
children,  namely:  George  P.,  who  is  a  student 
in  his  father's  law  office;  John  A.,  Jr.,  who  is 
discount  clerk  in  the  Columbia  National  Bank 
of  Pittsburg;  and  Ruth,  who  is  still  attending 
school.  The  family  residence,  811  South 
Negley  Avenue,  is  an  attractive  and  comfort- 
able house.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  are 
members  of  the  Shady  Side  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  their 
neighbors. 

harlp:s  ARMSTRONG  rp:dick, 

M.  D. ,  an  able  and  popular  young 
physician  of  Allegheny,  his  office 
and  residence  being  at  6  Penn  Avenue,  was 
born  in  Saltsburg,  Pa.,  January  4,  1867,  a  son 
of  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Tate  Redick.  His 
grandfather,  the  Rev.  John  Redick,  born  in 
Pennsylvania  of  Scotch  parents,  was  a  some- 
what noted  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  de- 
nomination. The  Rev.  Mr.  Redick  preached 
mostly  in  Armstrong  County,  where  he  died 
at  an  advanced  age,  leaving  four  children. 

Dr.  Samuel  T.  Redick,  who  was  born  and 
bred  in  this  State,  early  in  life  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine.  After  practising  his  pro- 
fession for  a  number  of  years  in  Freeport  and 
Saltsburg,  Pa.,  he  located  in  Allegheny, 
where  he  continued  his  professional  labors 
until  his  death,  October  24,  1888,  at  the  age 
of  threescore  and  ten  years.  His  wife,  in 
maidenhood  Mary  Emily  Jordan,  was  born   in 


Pennsylvania,  daughter  of  the  late  William 
Jordan.  Mr.  Jordan,  who  came  of  English 
ancestry,  for  many  years  conducted  a  mercan- 
tile business  in  the  town  of  New  Waterford. 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Redick  is  now  residing  at  21 
Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Allegheny.  Her  chil- 
dren are:  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Laura,  Etta,  Rob- 
ert J.,  and  Charles  A.  ]\Tary  is  the  wife  of 
Jesse  Cornelius,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  ;  and  Etta 
is  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Caruthers,  of 
Delmont,  Pa.  Robert  J.  Redick  resides  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  Both  parents  united  with  the 
Presbyterian  church  when  young,  and  the 
father  served  the  society  as  an  Elder  for  many 
years.  The  latter  was  a  popular  man.  At 
one  time,  when  a  candidate  for  the  legis- 
lature, he  lacked  but  two  or  three  votes  of 
election. 

Charles  A.  Redick  was  very  young  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Allegheny.  His  early 
education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools 
of  this  city.  Subsequently  he  attended  the 
Willard  Institute.  Then,  after  reading  medi- 
cine here  for  a  year,  he  went  West,  and  for 
two  and  one-half  years  was  assistant  librarian 
in  the  Public  School  Library  of  St.  Louis,  at 
the  same  time  continuing  his  medical  studies. 
In  1886  he  returned  to  Allegheny,  and  two 
years  later  he  graduated  from  the  Penn  Medi- 
cal College  of  Pittsburg.  As  soon  as  he  re- 
ceived his  degree,  he  began  his  professional 
career  in  Allegheny,  where  he  already  has 
a  large  and  constantly  increasing  practice. 
Aside  from  his  private  practice  be  is  surgeon 
of  the  Pittsburg  Locomotive  Works  and  of  the 
Pittsburg  Ornamental  Iron  Works. 

Dr.  Redick  was  united  in  marriage  April 
15,  1890,  to  Miss  Adele  Batory,  daughter  of 
Ignatius  and  Josephine  Batory,  of  Baltimore, 
Md.  Mrs.  Redick  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Episcopal  church.  While  a  steadfast  Re- 
publican,   the   Doctor  has  no  aspirations    for 
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official  honors.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ro3"al 
Arcanum,  of  the  Scottish  Clans,  of  the  Alle- 
gheny County  Medical  Society,  and  of  the 
\\'est  Penn  Alumni  Club. 


ROFESSOR  WICKLIFFE  C.  LYNE, 
of  Wilkinsburg,  who  is  at  the  same 
time  a  successful  educator  and  one 
of  the  prominent  business  men  in  Pittsburg, 
was  born  near  Richmond,  Va.,  September 
22,  1S50.  He  comes  of  English  and  Scotch 
ancestry.  His  forefathers  were  prominent  in 
civil  and  ecclesiastical  affairs  of  the  old 
country,  and  later  in  those  of  \'irginia  in 
Colonial  times.  His  father,  Robert  Baylor 
Lyne,  a  graduate  of  Transylvania  University, 
Kentucky,  was  a  Virginia  physician,  and  a 
brother  to  the  mother  of  the  Hon.  William 
Lyne  Wilson,  who  was  the  author  of  the  Wil- 
son Tariff  Bill  and  the  Postmaster-General  in 
the  cabinet  of  President  Cleveland.  His  great- 
grandfather, the  Hon.  William  Lyne,  repre- 
sented the  County  of  King  and  Queen  in  the 
House  of  Burgesses,  composed  of  the  most 
eminent  men  of  Virginia;  and  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  Virginia  convention,  which  was 
held  in  1775,  and  which  was  made  memorable 
by  the  first  resolution  planning  the  organiza- 
tion and  defence  of  the  colonies,  and  by  Pat- 
rick Henry's  passionate  speech  for  "liberty  or 
death."  He  also  served  as  member  of  the 
famous  convention  of  17SS,  with  Madison, 
Jefferson,  Henry,  and  Randolph,  when  Vir- 
ginia ratified  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  the 
the  career  of  the  American  republic  virtually 
began. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  thor- 
ough classical  training  under  private  tutors  and 
at  Jefferson  Academy,  Virginia.  At  si.xteen 
he  entered  the  Sophomore  class  at  Bethany 
College,  West  Virginia,  and  three  years  later 


graduated  therefrom  with  distinction,  ranking 
first  in  the  classics  and  science,  though  the 
youngest  in  his  class.  His  Alma  Mater  sub- 
sequently bestowed  on  him  the  degree  of  Mas- 
ter of  Arts  in  recognition  of  his  successful 
work  as  principal  of  the  Burgertstown  Normal 
School  and  Academy,  of  the  Claysville  Normal 
School,  and  of  the  Washington  High  School. 
He  was  also  offered  the  chair  of  Latin  and 
Greek,  which  had  been  filled  for  twenty  years 
by  Professor  Charles  L.  Loos,  the  president- 
elect of  the  Kentucky  L'niversity.  This  the 
Professor  declined,  and  for  five  years  afterward 
he  labored  as  principal  of  one  of  the  leading 
schools  of  Pittsburg.  His  services  were  then 
engaged  by  Curry  L^niversity,  to  take  charge 
for  three  years  of  the  normal  department  in 
literature,  history,  and  methods  of  instruction. 
After  declining  propositions  to  assume  charge 
of  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  normal  colleges  and 
of  a  normal  college  in  Ohio,  he  accepted  the 
management  for  ^^'estern  Pennsvlvania  of  the 
National  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Vermont. 
In  this  field  he  built  up  so  large  and  lucrative  a 
business  that  his  territory  was  enlarged  so  as 
to  include  Iowa  and  West  ^"irginia.  After- 
ward his  skill  as  an  underwriter  and  manager 
was  sought  in  various  e.xecutive  capacities  by 
leading  life  insurance  corporations.  On  the 
organization  of  the  Pittsburg  L^nderwriters' 
Association  he  was  made  chairman  of  the 
E.xecutive  Committee,  and  in  the  next  year  he 
was  chosen  president. 

]Mr.  Lyne  has  other  business  interests.  He 
deals  extensively  in  real  estate;  is  a  director 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Wilkinsburg, 
and  of  the  Central  Accident  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Pittsburg;  is  vice-president  of  the 
United  States  Cycle  Improvement  Company; 
a  director  and  the  vice-president  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  Wilkinsburg;  and  stockholder 
in  a  number  of    prominent    corporations.      As 
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a  member  of  the  Academy  of  Science  and 
Art,  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Mozart 
Musical  Society,  and  trustee  of  the  Pittsburg 
Art  Society,  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
largest  and  most  influential  organizations  en- 
gaged in  upholding  the  standards  of  public 
taste  and  enjoyment.  He  is  a  member  and 
Elder  of  the  Christian,  or  Disciples',  Church, 
is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  vice- 
president  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation of  Wilkinsburg,  and  he  has  served  as 
vice-president  of  the  State  Missionary  Society 
of  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  trustee  of  Pittsburg 
Academy  and  of  Bethany  College,  has  been 
the  secretary  of  the  Alumni  Association,  and 
he  has  been  twice  honored  with  appointment 
as  lecturer  at  commencement  before  its  meet- 
ings. Mr.  Lyne  was  married  in  1878  to  Mary 
Vowel  Winters,  a  daughter  of  Addison  Win- 
ters, of  Washington,  Pa.,  and  a  grand-daugh- 
ter of  the  only  sister  of  the  Brown  Brothers, 
the  founders  of  the  great  American  and  Euro- 
pean banking  houses. 


ILLIAM  M.  BEACH,  M.D.,  one 
of  the  foremost  physicians  in  Alle- 
gheny County,  has  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  practice  in  Allegheny  and  Pittsburg, 
having  an  office  in  both  cities,  his  residence 
being  in  the  former  at  89  Arch  Street.  Born 
September  15,  1859,  near  Sandy  Lake,  in 
Mercer  County,  son  of  Oliver  Beach,  he  is  of 
Scotch  descent.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Stephan  Whited  Beach,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Scotland,  came  to  America,  accom- 
panied by  two  brothers,  one  of  whom  settled 
in  New  York  and  the  other  in  Boston.  He 
located  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  worked  in- 
dustriously at  his  trade  of  shoemaker.  During 
the  Revolutionary  War  he  served  as  a  soldier. 
He  and  his  wife  had  fifteen  children. 


Oliver  Beach,  who  was  born  and  educated  in 
New  Jersey,  has  been  for  many  years  a  valued 
resident  of  Mercer  County.  Pie  was  formerly 
engaged  in  the  blacksmith's  trade,  but  is  now 
the  Postmaster,  and  a  successful  merchant  of 
Sandy  Lake  village.  For  a  number  of  terms 
he  served  as  School  Director  in  that  town,  and 
he  has  held  a  number  of  township  offices  with 
credit.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  he  being 
a  Ruling  Elder.  He  married  Ann  Elizabeth 
Mulholland,  who  was  born  in  Londonderry, 
Ireland,  a  daughter  of  William  Mulholland. 
In  1830  Mr.  Mulholland  emigrated  with  his 
family  to  this  country,  settling  at  first  in 
Ohio,  near  Kent.  Soon  afterward  he  removed 
to  Venango  County,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
cleared  and  improved  a  good  farm  from  the 
forest-covered  land,  living  there  until  he  had 
rounded  out  a  long  life.  He  was  a  local 
Methodist  preacher,  and  reared  seven  children. 
Of  the  latter,  one  became  a  regularly  ordained 
minister,  and  another  is  a  practising  physician 
in  Toledo,  Ohio.  Of  the  seven  children  born 
to  Oliver  Beach  and  his  wife,  six  are  living, 
as  follows:  James  Austin,  of  whom  there  is 
no  special  record;  Delilah  Jane,  the  wife  of 
Aaron  Blair,  of  Emlenton,  Pa.  ;  William  M. , 
the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Martin  Luther, 
who  lives  on  the  old  homestead;  Sarah  Are- 
thusa,  the  wife  of  William  Park,  of  Jackson 
Centre,  Pa.  ;  and  Nancy  Keturah,  the  widow 
of  Elmer  Blair,  who  was  recently  killed  by 
accident. 

William  M.  Beach  grew  to  manhood  on  the 
parental  homestead,  receiving  his  earliest 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. Afterward  he  attended  the  Edinboro 
State  Normal  School  and  Waynesburg  College, 
graduating  from  the  latter  in  1882,  then  re- 
ceiving the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and 
at  a  later  period  that  of  Master  of  Arts.     Just 
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after  his  graduation  Mr.  Beach  was  elected 
professor  of  Latin  and  Greek  in  Ozark  College 
in  Ozark,  Mo.  At  the  end  of  three  years' 
service  he  was  elected  president  of  Odessa 
College  in  the  same  State.  This  position  he 
resigned  at  the  end  of  two  years,  in  order  to 
pursue  his  medical  course.  He  then  entered 
Jefferson  Medical  College  at  Philadelphia, 
graduating  from  there  in  1889.  Since  then 
he  has  been  in  active  practice  in  his  present 
location.  Me  has  a  large  patronage  as  a  gen- 
eral practitioner,  but  in  the  past  few  years 
has  paid  special  attention  to  rectal  diseases, 
in  the  treatment  of  which  he  has  met  with 
marked  success.  In  1889  Dr.  Beach  was 
elected  chief  demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in 
the  West  Penn  Medical  College,  and  during 
the  three  years  with  which  he  was  connected 
with  that  institution  he  thoroughly  reorganized 
his  department.  At  present  he  is  United 
States  Examining  Surgeon  for  Pensions,  As- 
sistant Surgeon  of  the  Eighteenth  Regiment  of 
the  National  Guard,  and  Surgeon  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Hospital  of  Allegheny  and  Pittsburg. 
On  June  28,  1882,  Dr.  Beach  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  L.  Miller,  daughter 
of  A.  B.  Miller,  LL.  D.,  the  president  of 
Waynesburg  College,  from  which  he  had  just 
received  his  degree.  Her  mother,  formerly 
Miss  Margaret  K.  Bell,  a  woman  of  broad 
culture  and  distinguished  for  her  scholarly 
attainments,  was  for  many  years  connected 
with  the  college  as  principal  of  the  female 
department.  Both  the  Doctor  and  Mrs. 
Beach  are  esteemed  members  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Allegheny.  The  Doc- 
tor is  a  Master  Mason,  belonging  to  Ionic 
Lodge,  No.  525,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  ;  a  member 
of  the  Allegheny  County  Medical  Society,  of 
the  State  Medical  Society,  and  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association.  In  politics  he  is  a 
sound  Democrat. 


OHN  B.  CROMBIE,  M.D.,  an  es- 
teemed physician  of  Allegheny  City, 
was  born  in  Allegheny  County,  near 
Elizabeth,  February  22,  1858.  He  studied 
medicine  successively  with  Dr.  David  Alter 
and  Dr.  James  McCann,  of  Pittsburg,  and 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Maryland  in  the  year  1883. 
Subsequently  he  was  for  eight  months  the  resi- 
dent physician  at  the  St.  Francis  Hospital,  and 
then  he  practised  in  Beaver  County  for  about 
two  years.  Since  1885  he  has  been  located  in 
Allegheny  City.  On  June  25,  1891,  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Newell,  a  daughter  of  the  late 
John  Newell,  D.D.  They  have  two  children 
—  Jean  and  John.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife 
are  both  members  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  County  and  State 
Medical  Societies  and  of  the  National  So- 
ciety. 

/^TeORGE  C.  WILSON,  an  attorney-at- 
V  f^r  law  of  Pittsburg,  was  born  September 
30,  1851,  in  Mifflintown,  Juniata 
County,  son  of  William  White  and  Mary 
(Murphy)  Wilson,  both  of  Mififlintown.  The 
grandfather,  George  Wilson,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  was  the  first 
Sheriff  of  Juniata  County.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church.  The  father, 
whose  death  occurred  in  1881,  lived  to  be 
eighty-one  years  of  age.  He  was  at  one  time 
the  Sheriff  of  his  county.  His  wife,  whose 
father,  John  Murphy,  lived  to  a  venerable  age, 
had  three  children,  namely:  Isabella,  the  wife 
of  E.  S.  Parker,  Esq.,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  ; 
Lucy,  who  married  Charles  W.  Mayer,  of 
Mitfiintown;  and  George  C,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  was  named  for  his  paternal 
grandfather. 

George  C.  Wilson  lived  at  home  until  four- 
teen years  of  age.     He  attended  the    public 
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schools  of  Tuscarora,  and  graduated  from  the 
high  school  at  Lawrenceville,  N.J.,  in  1868. 
In  this  year  he  entered  Princeton  College, 
from  which  he  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1872.  He  then  began  the  study  of  law  with 
Ezra  D.  Parker  at  the  home  of  his  boyhood. 
Next  year  he  went  to  Pittsburg,  and  was  under 
the  instruction  of  H.  B.  Swoope,  United 
States  District  Attorney,  until  the  death  of 
the  latter.  His  legal  training  was  continued 
under  Mr.  Swoope's  successor,  David  Reed, 
until  1875,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
In  May  of  the  same  year  he  was  appointed  As- 
sistant United  States  District  Attorney  for 
Western  Pennsylvania.  This  ofifice  he  filled 
for  several  years,  until  he  resigned  to  enter  ac- 
tively upon  the  practice  of  law  in  that  city. 
His  practice,  which  is  wholly  of  a  civil  char- 
acter, comes  to  him  in  the  capacity  of  legal 
representative  of  many  corporations,  including 
most  of  the  street  railway  lines  of  Pittsburg 
&  Allegheny. 

Mr.  Wilson  married  Mary  G.  Unger,  a 
daughter  of  Elias  J.  and  Annie  C.  (Steele) 
Unger.  He  has  two  sons  and  one  daughter  — 
Unger,  George,  and  Annye.  In  politics  Mr. 
Wilson  is  a  Republican.  He  resides  at  the 
corner  of  Rebecca  and  Friendship  Avenue, 
East  End. 


(sTYLEXANDER  HOPKINS  ANDER- 
t^  SON,  A.M.,  LL.D.,  attorney-at-law 
'^  '^ V^_^  in  Pittsburg,  was  born  in  the  town- 
ship of  Peters,  Washington  County,  July  3, 
1866,  son  of  David  M.  and  Charity  S. 
(Wright)  Anderson.  Mr.  Anderson's  grand- 
father, who  was  one  of  the  Scotch-Irish  set- 
tlers of  Pennsylvania  that  came  from  the  north 
of  Ireland,  settled  in  the  town  of  Indepen- 
dence, Beaver  County. 

David   M.    Anderson,    born   in    1837,  was   a 
native  of  Independence,  and  there  passed  his 


boyhood.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he  went  to 
California,  and  became  interested  in  mining 
and  farming.  From  California  he  went  to 
Chile,  where  he  was  the  superintendent  for 
three  years  of  a  flouring-mill  conducted  by  an 
English  company.  In  i860  he  returned  to 
the  States,  and  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann 
Arbor.  After  obtaining  the  necessary  in- 
struction in  this  institution,  he  procured  the 
commission  of  assistant  surgeon  in  the  army, 
and  subsequently  served  with  the  Twelfth 
Regiment  of  colored  troops  in  the  Civil  War 
until  its  termination,  occupied  for  a  part  of  the 
time  in  hospital  work  with  the  rank  of  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant.  He  then  took  a  course  in 
Bellevue  Medical  College,  New  York,  gradu- 
ating from  that  institution  in  the  class  of 
1866.  Afterward  he  located  as  a  general 
practitioner  near  Finleyville,  Washington 
County,  where  he  remained  until  1880. 
About  this  time  he  opened  a  coal  mine  on  the 
farm  where  his  wife  had  always  lived.  The 
mine  subsequently  proved  so  lucrative  that  he 
gradually  abandoned  his  practice  in  order  to 
superintend  the  development  of  the  property. 
The  mine,  which  is  situated  on  the  line  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad,  has  since  yielded 
large  returns.  Dr.  Anderson  is  a  Republican, 
and  prominent  in  public  affairs.  He  has 
served  for  two  terms  in  the  State  legislature, 
and  was  influential  in  making  the  mining 
laws  of  1893.  He  married  Miss  Charity 
S.  Wright,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Wright.  Her  paternal  grandfather,  Enoch 
Wright,  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the 
north-east  of  Washington,  and  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  justices  of  that  district  Two  children 
blessed  the  marriage  —  Alexander  H.  and 
Elizabeth  Eleanor.  Both  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Anderson  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal   chiirch    and  active  workers   in   all   the 
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benevolent  and  social   departments   of   the   so- 
ciety. 

Alexander    Hopkins   Anderson    was   sent   to 
the  public  schools  of  Peters  township  when  a 
boy,  and  had  the   proud   record   of  not   having 
missed   a   single   day   during   a   period   of    six 
years,  notwithstanding  that  he  was  obliged   to 
walk  a  distance  of  two  miles  each  way.      Later 
he  entered  Trinity  Hall,  and  was  there  four 
years,  finishing  his   course   in    1883.      In    the 
fall  of  that  year  he  entered  Trinity  College, 
Hartford,    Conn.,   and   received   his  degree   of 
Bachelor    of    Arts    from    that    institution    in 
1887.       During    the    ensuing    three    years    he 
helped  his  father  in  the  various   lines  of  work 
connected  with    the   Anderson   Mines,    travel- 
ling a  part  of  the  time,  and  gaining  knowledge 
of    business     men    that    has    since    proved    of 
great    value    to     him.       Mr.     Anderson     then 
began  the  study  of  law,  reading  for  a  time    in 
the  office  of  John  McCleave,  of  Pittsburg.     A 
few    months   after   he    entered    the    Columbia 
Law  School   in   New  York  City.     About  half 
of  his  first  year  was  spent  in  St.   Luke's  Hos- 
pital as  a  typhoid  fever  patient.      The   second 
year  was  a  very  busy  one,  as  his  illness  of  the 
preceding  year  entailed   almost   double  work. 
He  graduated  from  the  Law  School  in   1893  as 
a  Bachelor  of  Laws;    and  in  the  same  year  his 
Alma  Mater,  Trinity  College,  conferred  upon 
him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.      Li  the  fall 
of  this  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of 
law,  and  at  once  opened  an  office  in  Pittsburg. 
In  the  three  years  that  have  since  elapsed  he 
has  built  up  a  reputation  for  ability  and  integ- 
rity that   might   be   envied   by   many  an   older 
man.      He  has  also  become  a  member  of  the 
Washington  County  bar,  and  has   an   office   in 
the  borough   of   Finleyville,  of  which  place  he 
is    Borough    Solicitor.       Mr.    Anderson    still 
takes  much  interest  in  coal  mining,  and  devotes 
considerable  time  to  the  study  of    important 


questions  bearing  upon  the  production  and 
marketing  of  coal  and  upon  its  various  prod- 
ucts. In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Republican  Executive 
Committee  of  Washington  County  in  1896, 
and  made  a  number  of  campaign  speeches. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon 
Society,  of  Duquesne  Athletic  and  County 
Club,  of  the  University  Club,  and  of  the  Alle- 
gheny County  Bar  Association.  An  attendant 
of  the  Episcopal  church,  he  is  an  active  sup- 
porter of  its  social  and  benevolent  organiza- 
tions. 


-G^OHN  MILLER  ANDERSON,  Treas- 
urer of  Allegheny  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  born  on  Market  Street,  in 
the  city  of  Pittsburg,  April  12,  1856,  son  of 
John  Ayres  and  Catherine  (Miller)  Anderson. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  also  named  John,  a 
resident  of  New  Jersey,  died  young,  leaving  a 
wife,  formerly  a  Miss  Ayres,  of  old  New  Jer- 
sey stock,  and  several  children.  Grandmother 
Anderson  died  at  Baden,  Beaver  County,  Pa., 
in  1876.  One  of  her  daughters  married  Mr. 
Peacock,  a  Sheriff  in  New  Jersey;  another  be- 
came Mrs.  McCandless,  and  lived  in  New 
Jersey;  a  third  was  a  Mrs.  Davis,  who  spent 
the  latter  part  of  her  life  in  Pittsburg.  The 
son  David  made  his  home  at  Baden,  Beaver 
County. 

Another  son  was  John  Ayres  Anderson, 
named  above.  He  was  born  in  Philadelphia 
about  the  year  1812,  and  when  a  young  man 
he  settled  at  Brownsville  with  his  brother 
David.  He  had  learned  the  trade  of  mill- 
wright; and,  leaving  Brownsville  after  a  short 
stay,  he  went  to  Baden,  where  he  eiected  a 
flour-mill,  the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  vicinity, 
which  ground  the  grain  grown  by  the  farmers 
for  miles  around.  He  was  also  one  of  the 
first  men  to  lay  out  a  plan  intending  to  found 
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superintendent  over  a  large  number  of  men 
employed  in  making  black  plate  of  a  high 
grade.  Three  years  from  this  time  he  became 
superintendent  of  the  building  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Natural  Gas  Line  from  Washington 
to  Covington  and  through  Ohio  to  Allegheny 
City,  crossing  the  Allegheny  River  eight 
times  to  reach  Pittsburg. 

Mr.  Anderson  married  Miss  Clara  Cecelia 
Steel,  niece  of  Thomas  Steel,  who  was  for 
many  years  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Pittsburg, 
and  in  1861  was  City  Controller,  and  daugh- 
^,  ter  of  John  R.  Steel,  formerly  of  Pittsburg, 
but  later  of  Brady"^  Bend,  where  she  was 
born.  She  was  educated  at  Brady's  Bend,  and 
at  the  Fourteenth  Ward  School,  where  she  was 
graduated  in  the  class  with  Mr.  Anderson. 
She  taught  in  the  Wickersham  School  until 
the  time  of  her  marriage,  June  9,  1881. 
They  have  had  two  children,  and  have  one 
son  now  living,  Christopher  Magee  Anderson. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  are  both  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Mr.  Anderson  is  a  Republican,  and  has  al- 
ways taken  an  active  part  in  local  politics. 
In  1882  he  was  elected  to  the  Select  Council 
from  the  Fourteenth  Ward,  and  he  remained  a 
member  of  the  Council  until  he  resigned  in 
i8g6.  He  was  during  this  entire  period  a 
member  of  the  Finance  Committee;  and  he 
introduced  the  natural  gas  ordinance,  under 
which  the  city  is  working  to-day.  He  was 
also  on  the  Park  Commission,  and  has  always 
been  an  advocate  for  good  parks  and  rapid 
transit.  He  was  an  assignee  of  the  Second 
Avenue  Railroad,  which  he  controlled  for  two 
years.  Mr.  Anderson  was  for  two  years  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  County  Treasurer,  then  Dr. 
A.  E.  McCandless;  and  from  that  position  he 
was  appointed  Bond  Clerk  Controller  with  Mr. 
Josiah  Speer,  and  Department  Controller 
under  Mr.  James  A.  Grier,  where  he  remained 


for  si.x  years.  He  is  a  member  of  both 
County  and  City  Republican  Committees,  and 
is  an  active  worker  in  both.  In  the  general 
election  of  1896  Mr.  Anderson  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  Allegheny  County.  This  is  the 
second  largest  county  treasury  in  the  State, 
having  a  daily  balance  of  five  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  most  important  office 
of  trust  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
Anderson  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  45,  F. 
&  A.  M.;  Brownsville  Chapter,  No.  164, 
R.  A.  M. ;  and  Brownsville  Commandery,  No, 
7,  K.  T.,  having  taken  all  the  degrees. 


LVIN  K.  LYON,  M.D.,  a  popular 
physician  of  Millvale  borough,  resid- 
ing at  115  Hooker  Street,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Millvale,  and  was  born  August  14, 
1864,  son  of  Henry  B.  and  Mary  A.  (White) 
Lyon.  On  both  the  maternal  and  paternal 
sides  he  descends  from  ancestors  who  were 
early  settlers  of  Butler  County.  The  Lyon 
family  has  been  here  since  1765.  Dr.  Lyon's 
grandfather,  Thomas  Lyon,  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent. 

Henry  Lyon,  son  of  Thomas,  came  to  Mill- 
vale  about  i860  from  Etna,  though  originally 
from  Glade  Mills,  Butler  County.  He  was  a 
real  estate  and  loan  agent  in  Millvale,  and 
for  a  time  after  the  Civil  War  he  was  Sealer 
of  Weights  and  Measures,  A  prominent  and 
highly  respected  man,  he  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  many  years.  He  died  in  Millvale, 
November  21,  1884,  at  the  age  of  si.Kty-five. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  devoted  Presbyte- 
rians. Their  children,  thirteen  in  number, 
were:  Mary,  Addison,  William,  Henry 
Harris,  John  A.,  Lauretta  A.,  Walter,  Lu- 
cilla,  Chalmer  McQuaide,  Edwin  B.,  James 
S.,  Alvin  K.,  and  Carrie  M.  Mary  is  now 
Mrs.  Andrew  Thompson;  Addison  was  killed 
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at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run;  Walter  is 
the  present  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; Lauretta  A.  is  the  wife  of  Robert  L. 
Maxwell;  and  Lucilla  is  the  wife  of  Cooper 
Maxwell.  Dr.  Lyon's  maternal  grandfather 
was  William  White,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  a  descendant  from  the  Scotch-Irish 
settlers.  He  died  at  about  the  age  of  eighty 
years. 

Alvin  K.  Lyon  passed  his  boyhood  in  Mill- 
vale,  attending  the  public  schools  of  the  town 
and  later  Pittsburg  Academy.  He  then  began 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  T.  M.  Fife, 
and  subsequently  entered  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Western  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. After  graduating  in  1891  he  was  the 
resident  physician  at  St.  Francis  Hospital  for 
the  ensuing  year.  Then  he  opened  his  pres- 
ent office  at  1 1  5  Hooker  Street,  which  is  also 
his  residence.  Dr.  Lyon  has  won  for  himself 
quite  a  reputation  for  skill  in  his  general 
practice.  A  part  of  his  practice  conies 
through  his  duties  as  surgeon  to  the  Pittsburg 
&  Western  Railroad  Company.  A  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  he  is  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  that  denomination.  He  is  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  County  Medical 
Society,  and  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Alumni  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 


(<r||-OHN  H.  CROSKEY,  of  Pittsburg, 
who  has  been  connected  with  the  man- 
ufacture of  glass  in  various  capacities, 
especially  as  an  inventor,  was  born  January  17, 
1841,  in  Union  Vale,  Harrison  County,  Ohio, 
son  of  the  late  John  Croskey.  He  comes  of 
good  Scotch  ancestry.  His  grandfather,  John 
Croskey,  Sr. ,  was  born  and  reared  in  Scotland, 
whence  he  emigrated  to  Ireland  and  thence  to 
the  United  States  at  the  beginning  of  the  pres- 


ent century.  In  iSoo  he  settled  in  Ohio, 
buying  a  tract  of  wooded  land  in  Harrison 
County,  where  he  reclaimed  a  good  farm  from 
the  wilderness.  His  wife,  in  maidenhood 
Catherine  Frye,  was  a  iiative  of  Fayette 
County,  Pennsylvania.  They  had  a  family  of 
thirteen  children,  John,  Jr.,  being  their  first- 
born. 

John  Croskey,  Jr.,  was  born  April  19,  1802, 
in  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  and  there  spent  his 
entire  life,  dying  October  20,  1867.  He 
worked  at  his  trade  of  blacksmith  both  in 
Union  Vale  and  Hopedale,  and  was  considered 
one  of  the  best  mechanics  in  the  county.  In- 
dustrious, temperate,  and  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Christian  church,  he  was  held  in  high 
esteem.  On  March  18,  1839,  he  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Long,  whose  children  by  him  were: 
John  H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Cather- 
ine, the  widow  of  James  B.  Sheplin,  late  of 
Harrison  County,  Ohio;  Albert  Benton,  a 
railroad  machinist  at  Topeka,  Kan.  ;  William 
P'rye,  a  farmer  living  near  Manchester,  la.  ; 
Mary  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Morris  Jolly,  of 
Abilene,  Kan.  ;  and  Sabrina  Belle,  who  died 
July  24,  1864,  aged  six  years  and  eight  days. 
After  fourteen  years  of  widowhood  spent  in 
devotion  to  her  children,  the  mother  passed 
away  on  January  24,  1882,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four  years,  six  months,  and  ten  days. 

John  H.  Croskey  was  brought  up  to  the 
blacksmith's  trade.  Having  a  natural  apti- 
tude for  mechanics,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
the  machinist's  trade  in  later  years,  working  at 
it  in  Pittsburg  from  1871  until  1876.  In  that 
year,  becoming  associated  with  George  Dun- 
can &  Son,  Mr.  Croskey  established  himself 
in  the  glass  business,  in  which  he  has  since 
been  constantly  engaged.  He  has  made  and 
patented  many  devices,  among  them  being  a 
wired  glass  for  sky  lighting,  fire  protection, 
etc.,  and  an   underground   conduit  for  electric 
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wires,  especially  for  those  transmitting  high- 
tension  currents.  He  has  also  more  than  fif- 
teen patents  on  glass  machinery,  all  useful  and 
practical. 

On  May  i6,  1S65,  Mr.  Croskey  married 
Miss  Eleanor  Hoobler,  who  was  born  March 
17,  1845,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Cena  (Cham- 
bers) Hoobler.  She  is  a  descendant  of  a 
Pennsylvania  family  noted  for  its  longevity. 
Catherine  Hoobler,  at  this  writing  (1896),  is 
one  hundred  and  two  years  of  age.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Croskey  have  one  child,  Alma  Virta. 
In  politics  Mr.  Croskey  is  a  sound  Republi- 
can, but  he  takes  no  active  part  in  local 
affairs.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
A,  O.  U.  W.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Croskey, 
with  their  daughter,  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist church. 

lICHAEL    J.    EHRENFELD,     a 

prominent  builder  and  real  estate 
man  of  Pittsburg,  was  born  at 
Lilly's  Station,  Cambria  County,  October  20, 
1856,  son  of  Michael  and  Louisa  (Veigel) 
Ehrenfeld.  The  father,  born  in  Wurtemberg 
in  1 8 19,  and  a  member  of  the  titled  and 
wealthy  family  of  Von  Ehrenfeld,  was  highly 
educated  and  talented.  In  the  army  both  he 
and  his  brothers  occupied  places  in  the  front 
rank,  being  of  splendid  physique,  six  feet  tall 
and  well  proportioned.  Considerable  romance 
is  connected  with  his  coming  to  this  country. 
He  paid  court  to  a  girl,  the  daughter  of  a 
neighbor  who  was  less  wealthy  than  his  own 
family;  and  his  parents  were  strongly  opposed 
to  the  match.  IWiss  Veigel,  then  but  seven- 
teen years  old,  left  her  home  and  came  to  the 
United  States,  where  young  Ehrenfeld  soon 
joined  her;  and  they  were  married  about  the 
year  1845.  He  was  then  twenty-one  years  of 
age.      They  went  up  into  the  Alleghany  Moun- 


tains in  Cambria  County;  and  here  he  learned 
the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  followed 
during  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  opened  a  shop 
of  his  own,  and  took  a  contract  to  do  repair 
work  on  the  old  Portage  road  which  crossed  the 
mountains.  His  trade  grew  to  be  extensive, 
and  he  had  work  on  contract  for  all  the  neigh- 
boring coal  banks.  He  acquired  considerable 
property  before  his  death,  built  many  houses 
in  the  locality,  and  was  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respected  men  in  the  mountains.  Of  his 
nine  children  these  are  now  living,  namely: 
John,  who  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  employees 
of  the  West  Penn  Railroad,  and  with  whom 
he  has  been  since  his  return  from  the  war; 
Henry,  manufacturer  of  soap  in  Lilly,  Pa.  ; 
Catherine,  now  Mrs.  Eli  Tyler,  living  at 
Pueblo,  Col.  ;  David,  who  is  also  with  the 
West  Penn  Railroad;  Michael  J.,  the  subject 
of  this  biography;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Freder- 
ick Weldon,  of  Cambria  County;  and  William 
and  Fred,  likewise  employees  of  the  West  Penn 
Railroad.  The  father  died  February  23, 
1874.  The  mother  still  lives,  being  now 
seventy-three  years  old,  and  making  her  home 
for  most  of  the  time  with  her  son  jMichael. 
Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  of  Cambria  County,  Pennsylvania. 

When  but  three  years  old  Michael  J. 
Ehrenfeld  came  to  Pittsburg  with  his  uncle 
and  aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  Sitzler, 
who  brought  him  up  and  sent  him  to  school 
until  he  was  old  enough  to  go  to  work.  He 
was  apprenticed  to  a  barber  at  an  early  age, 
served  his  time,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
opened  a  shop  of  his  own,  and  subsequently  con- 
ducted a  successful  business  for  twenty  years. 
Then  he  went  into  real  estate,  and,  having 
been  fortunate  in  his  investment,  devoted  his 
entire  attention  to  that  business,  trusting  his 
barber  shop,  which  he  recently  sold,  to  hired 
men  for  a  time.      He  has  built  largely  for  sale; 
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and  not  long  since  he  erected  a  fine  house  and 
office  for  himself  at  1922  Forbes  Street,  where 
he  now  resides. 

On  April  6,  1876,  Mr.  Ehrenfeld  married 
Miss  Laura  V.  Moon.  She  was  born  Novem- 
ber 24,  1854,  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  Moon,  a 
native  of  this  county  and  belonging  to  one  of 
the  oldest  families  of  Pittsburg.  Mr.  Moon 
was  a  brick  manufacturer,  and  also  spent  fifty 
years  in  the  city's  service.  Now  seventy-four 
years  of  age,  he  is  a  policeman  in  Schenley 
Park.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ehren- 
feld are:  Lillie  A.  and  Arthur  G.  Mr.  Ehren- 
feld, has  been  since  his  youth  a  member  of 
the  Second  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  one  of  its  officials  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Stewards.  He  has 
also  long  been  associated  with  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  feels  that  to  his  religion  he  owes 
his  worldly  prosperity.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  but  not  an  office-seeker.  His 
business  life  has  been  one  of  the  most  straight- 
forward honesty,  and  he  is  one  of  Pittsburg's 
respected  citizens. 


M 


R.  CHARLES  EUGENE  WADE, 
of  Pittsburg,  son  of  Charles  Arte- 
mas  and  I^aura  Estel  (Gillespie) 
Wade,  was  bor]i  here,  July  30,  1871.  His 
grandfather,  Levi  Wade,  is  a  retired  merchant 
and  capitalist  of  Allegheny,  Fa.  His  grand- 
mother, A.  Annie  Rogers  Wade,  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Artemus  Rogers;  and  her  mother  was  a 
Snell,  descended  from  Colonel  Snell  of  the 
Colonial  army,  who  distinguished  himself  by 
gallant  services  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Some  of  her  ancestors  came  to  America  in  the 
"Mayflower,"  and  were  pioneers  in  New 
Plampshire,  where  they  were  especially  active 
in  bringing  about  the  separation  of  that  terri- 
tory from   Massachusetts.      Upon    her  father's 


side  Grandmother  Wade  was  descended  from 
John  Rogers,  the  martyr,  who  was  burned  at 
the  stake  in  the  sixteenth  century.  She  was 
a  woman  of  rare  accomplishments  and  a  poet- 
ess. In  the  family  is  preserved  as  a  keepsake 
a  volume  of  her  writings  composed  at  different 
times  in  her  life.  She  was  prominent  in 
society,  her  brilliant  accomplishments  receiv- 
ing recognition  at  the  hands  of  all.  When 
Kossuth  visited  this  country,  she  composed 
and  sang  odes  in  celebration  of  the  event. 
Her  talents  were  always  in  demand  on  such  an 
occasion.  Among  her  other  poems  are  the 
well-known  verses,  "My  New  England  Home.  " 
She  was  a  valued  contributor  to  papers  and 
magazines.  A  most  charitable  woman,  she 
was  constantly  employed  in  doing  good.  She 
was  one  of  the  projectors  and  founders  of  the 
Pittsburg  Association  for  Relief  of  the  Poor 
and  of  the  Allegheny  Home  for  the  Friend- 
less, was  president  of  the  Friedman  Aid  So- 
ciety at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  during  the 
war,  by  concerts  and  other  means,  she  aided 
the  cause  of  the  Union  so  efficiently  as  to 
elicit  official  thanks  from  War  Governor  A.  G. 
Curtin.  She  died  January  28,  1893.  She 
was  a  delightful  companion,  a  reader,  and 
well-informed,  in  person  commanding  and 
dignified.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church.  Her  husband,  after  acquiring  a  fort- 
une in  the  oil  business,  retired  from  active 
life. 

Charles  Artemas  Wade,  who  was  educated 
at  the  college  at  Lewisburg,  was  practising 
dentistry  in  Pittsburg  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
in  January,  1877,  being  still  a  young  man. 
Besides  his  wife,  who  still  survives,  he  left 
two  children  —  Charles  Eugene  and  Nellie 
Louise.  Mrs.  Laura  Wade  is  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  M.  E.  Gillespie,  one  of  the  first  dentists 
of  the  city.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  Dental 
Depot  business,   to   which    Lee   S.  Smith  has 
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succeeded,  and  the  president  for  a  number  of 
years  of  the  Dental  Association,  in  the  organ- 
ization of  which  he  was  a  prime  mover. 

After  receiving  his  early  education  in  the 
graded  schools  and  high  school  of  Pittsburg, 
Charles  Eugene  Wade  pursued  further  courses 
at  Curry  Institute  and  the  Pennsylvania  Col- 
lege of  Dental  Surgery  at  Philadelphia,  grad- 
uating from  the  latter  in  1S92.  Then  he 
opened  an  office  in  his  native  city,  where  he 
has  since  followed  his  profession.  On  August 
28,  1S90,  he  married  Lillian  Jane  Flann, 
daughtei  of  Joseph  Flann.  Born  of  this  union 
are  three  children  —  Byron  Gillespie,  Charles 
Leslie,  and  Lillian  Estel.  Dr.  Wade  belongs 
to  the  Odontographic  Society  and  to  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  a  member  of  Bellefield  Presbyterian 
Church. 

iHARLES  FRANCIS  BINGAMAN, 
M.  D.,  one  of  the  leading  homoeo- 
pathic physicians  in  Pittsburg,  was 
born  in  Lionville,  Chester  County,  Pa.,  De- 
cember 7,  1847,  son  of  Frederick  and  Amanda 
(Philips)  Bingaman.  His  great-great-grand- 
father was  Frederick  Bingaman,  first,  who 
came  from  Germany,  and  settled  in  Chester 
County  at  an  early  date.  He  married  the 
daughter  of  Garrett  Brownback,  a  member  of 
one  of  the  prominent  old  families.  By  this 
union  he  had  two  sons:  John,  who  went  to 
Virginia;  and  Frederick,  second.  Dr.  Binga- 
man's  great-grandfather,  who  served  in  the 
army  of  the  Revolution,  and  afterward  resided 
in  Montgomery  County.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Cassimir  Missimer,  of  that 
county.  He  died  in  1832.  His  two  children 
were:  John  and  Mary.  John  Bingaman,  the 
next  in  this  line,  born  September  23,  1783, 
married  February  21,  1809,  Mary,  daughter 
of  Judge  John  Ralston,  and  lived  in  Coventry. 


He  died  December  27,  1825.  His  widow  sur- 
vived him,  living  to  the  venerable  age  of 
ninety -eight  years.  They  had  seven  children 
—  Joshua,  Eliza,  John  Ralston,  Frederick, 
Robert,  William,  and  Levi. 

Judge    John    Ralston,    the    maternal    great- 
grandfather  of    Dr.     Bingaman,    was    born    in 
Vincent   township,  Chester  County,  November 
4,      1744.      His    grandfather     Ralston     was    a 
native  of  the  north  of  Ireland.      He  was  in  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne    under    King   W'illiam    in 
1690,  and  emigrated   to   Pennsylvania  in  1728, 
settling  in  Pikeland  township,  Chester  County, 
accompanied    by  his  son   Robert,  the  father  of 
the  Judge.      Robert  Ralston  was  a  member  of 
the  State  legislature    for    several    years.      He 
died  February  19,   1814,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
one.      John  Ralston,  afterward  Judge  Ralston, 
was  on  the  side  of  American    independence   in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  both  as  Captain  and 
Colonel.        When     General     Washington    was 
about  to  remove  his  headquarters  from  Yellow 
Spring  to  Reading,    he  sent  for  Captain   Ral- 
ston, who  was  then   home   on   a   furlough,  put- 
ting in  his  crops,  and  engaged   him    to    pilot 
them  part  of    the  way.      The  Captain  guided 
them  as  far  as  the  falls  of  French  Creek,  when 
another  guide  took  his   place,  and   he   returned 
to  his  home.      His  dwelling  was  burned  by  the 
English,  and   at   three   different   times   he  was 
obliged  to  secrete  himself   in   the  barn  to  save 
his     life.      The    various    public     employments 
intrusted  to  him  bear  testimony  as  to  his  char- 
acter and  ability.      He  was  for  forty-one  years 
an  active  and  useful  magistrate,  and  all  of  the 
law  transactions  in  that  part  of  the  country  in 
some  manner  passed   through  his  hands.      He 
took   his  seat    on    the    bench    of    the    Chester 
County   Court   in   November,  1784,  the  courts 
then  being  held  by  the  Justice  of    the  Peace, 
and  continued  in  that  position  till  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of    1790.      August  26, 
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1791,  he  was  again  commissioned  Justice  of 
the  Peace  by  Governor  Mifflin,  and  in  1802  he 
was  appointed  by  Governor  McKean  Associate 
Judge  of  the  courts  of  the  county,  the  duties  of 
which  office  he  performed  with  fidelity  for 
twenty-three  years.  His  life  of  usefulness  has 
rarely  been  equalled.  He  died  at  his  home 
in  Vincent  township,  September  i,  1825, 
having  almost  completed  his  eighty-first  year. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  court  and  members  of  the 
Chester  County  bar,  resolutions  of  respect  and 
esteem  were  unanimously  passed  by  the  mem- 
bers. Judge  Ralston's  wife  was  Catherine 
Miller.  They  had  five  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters; and  their  daughter  Mary,  as  mentioned 
above,  married  John  Bingaman. 

Frederick  Bingaman,  son  of  John  and  Mary, 
was  born  November  12,  181 5,  in  Coventry, 
Chester  County,  and  there  grew  to  manhood. 
Following  his  father's  vocation  of  farming,  he 
also  owned  and  conducted  a  general  store  in 
the  village.  He  was  a  well-known  and  prom- 
inent citizen,  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  almost 
continuously,  served  on  the  School  Board, 
and,  as  was  then  the  custom,  had  a  prominent 
part  in  the  affairs  of  town  and  county.  He 
married  Amanda  Philips,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Philips,  one  of  the  early  residents  of  the  place, 
and  of  Welsh  origin.  The  Philips  ancestor 
came  from  Wales  in  1755  with  his  wife  Mary 
and  five  children,  David,  John,  and  Josiah 
settling  in  Chester  County,  and  a  fourth  child, 
Joseph,  being  born  there.  He  was  a  weaver 
by  trade,  and  with  his  sons  carried  on  an  ex- 
tensive business.  They  were  among  the  origi- 
nal members  of  the  Vincent  Baptist  Church. 
He  died  May  18,  1792.  The  family  had 
many  patriots  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Two  of  them  were  David  and  Captain  John, 
who  were  taken  prisoners  in  New  Jersey;  and 
another  was  Josiah,  a  Lieutenant.  Josiah 
Philips,    the    grandfather    of     Amanda,    Mrs. 


Bingaman,  settled  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Uwchlan  township.  He  had  five  sons  and 
four  daughters.  He  died  March  i,  181 7. 
Joseph,  Mrs.  Bingaman's  father,  one  of  these 
children,  was  a  farmer  in  his  native  township. 
A  characteristic  of  the  family  was  the  remark- 
able longevity  of  its  members.  Its  strong  re- 
ligious element  was  also  noticeable.  Eleven 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bingaman, 
and  five  of  them  now  survive,  namely:  Joseph 
P.,  of  Pittsburg;  John  R.,  of  Altoona;  the- 
Doctor;  Ellen  A.  ;  and  Marian  E.  The  father 
and  mother  are  both  living,  and  are  earnest 
members  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Charles  F.  Bingaman,  after  attending  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county,  went  to 
the  military  academy  at  West  Chester,  and 
subsequently  began  studying  medicine  with 
Dr.  Jones,  of  the  same  place,  his  earlier  vaca- 
tions having  been  spent  on  his  father's  farm, 
and  the  later  in  his  father's  store.  He  en- 
tered the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Phil- 
adelphia for  his  lectures,  and  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1871.  During  the  following 
year  he  pursued  his  studies  further,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1872  located  in  Pittsburg,  at  922 
Penn  Avenue,  where  he  has  built  up  a  practice 
equal  to  any  of  his  school  in  the  city.  He 
began  in  partnership  with  Dr.  Cote  and  Dr. 
Rousseau,  and  this  arrangement  continued 
until  the  death  of  Dr.  Cote  in  J878. 

Dr.  Bingaman  has  a  large  general  practice, 
and  stands  high  in  his  profession.  He  is  a 
prominent  and  valuable  member  of  numerous 
well-known  medical  societies,  among  them  the 
Homceo-Medical  Society  of  Allegheny  County, 
of  which  he  has  been  president ;  the  Homceo- 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  which  he  has  filled  the  chair,  as  also  in  the 
American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  He  has 
twice  been  delegate  for  the  latter  society  to  the 
International    Congress,   at   its   meetings  held 


176 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


in  London,  England,  in  1S81,  and  again  in 
1S96.  He  is  a  member  of  tlie  staff  of  the 
Homoce  Hospital,  a  leading  institution  of 
the  kind  in  Pittsburg;  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Censors  in  the  Cleveland  Univer- 
sity of  Surgery  and  Medicine,  a  homoeopath ic 
school  in  which  he  has  declined  a  professor- 
ship. He  is  a  member  of  the  P'ranklin  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M. 

Dr.  Bingaman  married  Miss  Esther  Mc- 
Kinnie,  daughter  of  Henry  McKinnie,  of  Hotel 
Anderson.  She  died  without  leaving  children. 
The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church 
in  his  native  town.  He  is  examiner  of  the 
Provident  Life  and  Trust  Company,  and  also 
State  Examiner  for  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny  County  Ana- 
tomical Society,  and  also  has  served  a  term  on 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Board  of  Medical  Ex- 
aminers, who  examine  applicants  for  a  State 
certificate  to  practise. 


jAPTAIN  JOHN  M.  PHILLIPS, 
United  States  Inspector  of  Hulls  for 
the  district  of  Pittsburg,  was  born 
in  Baldwin  township,  Allegheny  County,  Pa., 
October  20,  1848,  son  of  Robert  and  Eliza 
(Mackey)  Phillips.  Thomas  Phillips,  his 
grandfather,  who  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  mi- 
grated to  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  where  he 
married  and  had  a  large  family  of  children. 
He  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-one  years.  Two 
of  his  sons,  Robert  and  John,  who  were  vege- 
table gardeners,  came  to  Pittsburg. 

Robert  Phillips  was  born  in  County  Antrim 
in  181 1.  There  he  received  his  education  and 
learned  the  business  of  vegetable  gardening. 
Crossing  the  Atlantic,  in  1842  he  settled  first 
at  Passaic  Falls,  N.J.  ;  and  from  there  in  the 
following  year  he  removed  to  Pittsburg  by 
way  of    the  canal.      He   located    first    in   what 


was  then  Manchester,  now  the  lower  part  of 
Allegheny  City,  and  engaged  in  raising  garden 
vegetables.  He  sold  his  produce  in  the  old 
market  till  it  was  burned  in  1845.  He  re- 
moved from  Manchester  to  Baldwin  township, 
and  in  1850  to  Nevile  Island,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  of  John  Craig.  His  business 
soon  became  the  most  extensive  in  the  section, 
and  in  order  to  produce  vegetables  out  of  sea- 
son he  added  a  large  amount  of  glass  and  hot- 
beds to  his  establishment.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  to  occupy  the  new  market  in  Pittsburg, 
and  was  also  owner  of  one  of  the  oldest  stands 
in  Allegheny  City.  In  this  business  he  con- 
tinued throughout  his  active  life,  taking  the 
greatest  interest  in  his  work,  priding  himself 
upon  the  raising  of  new  and  improved  varieties, 
and  introducing  asparagus  and  egg  plant.  At 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  1SS3,  he  was  one  of 
the  largest  property  owners  on  the  island,  and 
in  his  business  was  assisted  by  his  sons.  He 
invested  largely  in  real  estate,  owning  in 
Pittsburg,  Allegheny,  West  Virginia,  and 
Iowa.  He  was  known  as  the  lone  Democrat  of 
Nevile  Island,  but  was  formerly  a  Whig.  He 
married  Miss  Mackey,  of  Boston,  Summit 
County,  Ohio,  daughter  of  James  Mackey. 
Her  father  was  born  in  Ireland,  near  Belfast, 
was  an  old  neighbor  of  the  Phillips  family, 
emigrating  some  years  before  them  and  set- 
tling in  Ohio,  where  he  was  a  farmer.  By 
his  wife,  Mary,  he  had  :  John,  Thomas,  Will- 
iam, and  James,  all  of  Boston,  Ohio;  Mary, 
who  married  David  Kennedy;  and  Eliza. 

John  M.  Phillips,  the  special  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  educated  in  private  schools  of 
Allegheny  City  and  at  the  Western  University 
Pennsylvania,  spending  his  vacations  on  his 
father's  farm,  thus  learning  the  business  of 
market  gardening  very  young.  After  being 
associated  for  a  while  with  his  father  and  his 
brother  William,   in    1871  he  took  a  clerkship 
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on  board  a  river  steamer,  and  later  became  the 
master  of  a  fine  boat  which  plied  from  Pitts- 
burg to  Cincinnati.  After  his  marriage  he 
left  the  river,  and,  returning  to  Nevile  Island, 
engaged  with  his  father  in  business  for  four 
years.  In  1879  he  and  his  brother  built  the 
first  large  wharf  boat  put  into  the  river  there, 
and,  operating  the  boat  as  a  dockage,  con- 
trolled the  business  for  about  six  years.  At 
that  time,  Mrs.  Phillips  being  out  of  health, 
he  went  into  cattle  ranching  in  Southern  Ari- 
zona. While  located  in  Cochise  County,  he 
entered  politics,  and  served  for  several  years 
on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  there,  but  refused 
further  office.  His  wife's  health  improved 
very  much  in  that  climate;  and,  as  the  chil- 
dren needed  the  educational  advantages  of  the 
East,  they  returned  to  Pittsburg  in  1879,  re- 
taining the  ranch  in  Arizona.  After  his  re- 
turn Captain  Phillips  was  connected  with  the 
Pittsburg  and  Cincinnati  packet  line,  holding 
various  responsible  positions  until  he  resigned 
to  accept  February  27,  1895,  the  appoint- 
ment, by  Secretary  Carlisle,  of  United  States 
Inspector  of  Hulls,  an  office  entailing  a  large 
amount  of  work  and  responsibility. 

Captain  Phillips  married  October  12,  1875, 
Miss  Flattie  B.  Johnston,  of  California,  Ohio, 
daughter  of  Colonel  A.  P.  Johnston.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Cincinnati.  He  had  three 
brothers,  namely:  George  W.  C,  the  Mayor  of 
Cincinnati;  Joseph;  and  Colonel  John  R. 
Johnston,  who  was  a  noted  artist  of  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.  Colonel  Johnston  was  a  contractor. 
He  was  commissioned  to  raise  a  regiment 
during  the  expected  invasion  of  Ohio  by  Gen- 
eral Morgan  during  the  war.  He  married 
Harriet  Pursell,  who  was  of  the  New  Jersey 
family  of  Pursells.  Her  mother's  family 
owned  the  ferry  which  General  Washington 
used  when  crossing  the  Delaware  River.  His 
unpaid  note,  given   for  its  use,  is   still    in   the 


possession  of  the  family,  why  not  paid,  with 
his  other  expenses,  by  Congress  does  not  ap- 
pear. Colonel  Johnston  had  a  family  of  ten 
children,  nine  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 

The  children  of  Captain  Phillips  by  his  wife, 
Hattie,  are  seven  in  number:  Carrie  J.  and 
Alice  M.,  now  in  the  high  school;  and  Oliver 
D.,  Joseph  J.,  Annie  J.,  George  J.,  and  James 
Henderson,  all  in  school. 

The  home  of  the  Captain  is  on  Nevile 
Island,  but  the  family  are  at  present  living  in 
Pittsburg  for  the  sake  of  the  children's  educa- 
tion. They  are  members  of  the  Sixth  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  the  father  is  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  church.  He  is  the  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  in  which 
he  is  also  a  teacher  and  most  active  in  church 
service. 

Tt^EV.  JOHN  GEMMILL  BROWN, 
I  S^  D.D.,  for  twenty-five  years  pastor  of 
-i->^  V^^  the  Third  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Pittsburg,  for  fourteen  years  secre- 
tary of  the  United  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Home  Missions,  and  later  principal  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb,  is  a  native  of  Pittsburg,  where  he 
was  born  January  14,   1824. 

His  father,  Allen  Brown,  was  born  at  Alex- 
andria, Huntingdon  County,  Pennsylvania,  in 
August,  1790.  When  a  young  man  he  learned 
the  tanner's  trade,  and,  coming  to  Pittsburg, 
started  in  business  for  himself.  Later  for  a 
time  he  carried  on  a  lime-burning  business, 
and  also  had  charge  of  a  store;  and  after  that 
he  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  opening 
what  was  known  as  the  Red  Lion  Hotel  of 
Pittsburg,  the  hotel  now  known  as  the  St. 
Charles  on  Wood  Street,  and  another  on  the 
site  occupied  by  Hotel  Anderson,  then  called 
the  Exchange  Hotel.  In  politics  he  was  not 
active,    but    was    a   Whig   and    a    follower    of 
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Henry  Clay.  When  it  is  taken  into  account 
that  he  never  went  to  school  more  than  three 
months  in  his  whole  life,  the  success  of  his 
business  undertakings  may  be  considered 
phenomenal.  He  married  Mrs.  Catherine 
Keller,  daughter  of  Captain  Peter  Whiteside, 
of  Mercersburg,  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  and  by 
this  union  had  three  children  —  John,  Eliza- 
beth, and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  Both 
Allen  Brown  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  and  their  son 
John  was  baptized  there  by  old  Dr.  Herron. 

Dr.  Brown's  grandfather  was  John  Brown, 
probably  born  in  Huntingdon  County,  Penn- 
sylvania. He  and  his  father  were  at  the 
battle  of  Brandywine,  connected  with  the 
Quartermaster's  department.  Grandmother 
Brown  was  a  Miss  Elizabeth  Gemmill.  It  is 
said  that  three  families,  the  Stewarts,  the 
Gemmills,  and  the  Browns,  emigrated  from 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  settled  in  Huntingdon 
County,  Pennsylvania,  early  in  the  last  cen- 
tury. 

Graduating  from  Western  University  in 
1842,  John  Gemmill  Brown  entered  what  is 
now  the  United  Presbyterian  Seminary,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1S45.  In  June,  1845,  he 
was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Presbytery  of 
Monongahela;  and  in  December,  1846,  he  was 
ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry,  and  installed 
as  pastor  of  the  Second,  now  Third,  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  where  he  remained  until 
1872.  He  was  then  elected  corresponding- 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  remained 
in  that  position  during  fourteen  years.  Since 
that  time  Dr.  Brown  has  had  no  pastoral 
charge,  but  has  preached  many  times,  supply- 
ing various  pulpits.  He  is  an  earnest  and 
forceful  speaker,  and  many  of  his  sermons  have 
been  published.  Besides  attending  to  his 
ministerial  duties   he  has  been  officially  con- 


nected with  a  number  of  benevolent  and  edu- 
cational institutions.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Western  University 
of  Pennsylvania  and  of  the  Pennsylvania  Col- 
lege of  Women,  and  for  many  years  was  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  Allegheny  County  Prison 
Society. 

Mr.  Brown's  work  in  connection  with  the 
Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  is  well 
known.  The  inception  of  this  institution 
dates  back  to  1868.  In  the  summer  of  that 
year  a  little  deaf  and  dumb  colored  boy  was 
brought  to  the  mission  Sabbath-school  con- 
nected with  Mr.  Brown's  church,  of  which  Mr. 
Joel  Kerr  was  superintendent.  The  boy  was 
very  bright  and  active,  and  soon  became  an 
object  of  general  interest.  A  graduate  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
was  secured  to  teach  the  little  fellow;  and  in  a 
short  time,  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Kerr, 
eight  or  ten  deaf  mutes  were  gathered  into  a 
class,  where  they  were  taught  the  manual 
alphabet,  the  meaning  of  a  few  simple  words 
and  sentences,  and  the  proper  use  of  signs. 
Soon  adult  mutes  who  had  been  educated  were 
attracted;  and  two  classes  were  formed,  con- 
taining about  fifteen  persons  in  each.  The 
Rev.  Dr.  Brown  took  deep  interest  in  this  work, 
and  it  occurred  to  him  that  better  results 
might  be  secured  if  the  children  could  have 
the  advantage  of  daily  instruction.  The 
matter  was  laid  before  the  Central  Board  of 
Education,  and  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars was  appropriated  by  the  city  of  Pittsburg 
to  start  a  day  school.  The  local  board  of  the 
First  Ward  gave  the  use  of  a  room  in  the  pub- 
lic-school building  on  Short  Street,  The 
means  required  for  procuring  books  and  other 
requisites  were  furnished  by  a  few  benevolent 
friends;  and  on  the  first  Monday  of  Septem- 
ber, 1869,  the  first  day  school  in  the  United 
States   for    the    instruction    of    the    deaf    and 
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dumb  was  opened.  It  soon  became  evident 
that  regular  attendance  could  not  be  secured 
unless  provisions  could  be  made  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  school  for  boarding  those  pupils 
whose  homes  were  at  a  considerable  distance. 
An  appeal  was  made  to  interested  friends,  and 
the  funds  necessary  for  hiring  and  furnishing 
a  house  were  secured.  In  1870  James  Kelley, 
Esq.,  gave  a  large  tract  of  valuable  land  as  a 
site  for  a  permanent  home.  After  long  and 
tiresome  litigation  involving  many  delays,  the 
beautiful  building  at  Edgewood  was  ready  for 
occupancy  in  September,  1884.  The  institu- 
tion had,  however,  been  previously  organized 
in  an  old  hotel  building  erected  by  Dr. 
Brown's  father  at  Turtle  Creek  in  1876. 

Upon  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Maclntire  as 
principal  of  the  institution  the  names  of 
several  gentlemen  of  prominence  and  ability 
were  suggested  to  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
They  unanimously  resolved  to  tender  the  posi- 
tion to  Dr.  Brown,  who  had  been  president  of 
the  Board  since  its  organization,  to  whose 
efforts  mainly  the  institution  was  indebted  for 
its  existence,  and  whose  long  experience  and 
large  acquaintance  with  deaf-mute  education 
fitted  him  in  an  exceptional  manner  for  the 
ofifice.  Dr.  Brown  continued  for  four  years  at 
the  head  of  the  institution;  and,  then  feeling 
physically  unable  to  fulfil  his  many  duties,  he 
tendered  his  resignation.  He  collected  over 
eighty-five  thousand  dollars  ($85,000)  for  the 
institution,  and  has  been  actively  identified 
with  every  advance  step  of  its  development. 
Dr.  Brown  also  took  an  active  part  in  the 
founding  of  an  institution  for  the  blind,  and 
has  been  one  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and 
vice-president  of  that  institution  from  the 
beginning. 

On  June  3,  1847,  Dr.  Brown  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Caroline,  daughter  of 
Alba  Fisk,  originally  from  Windham,  Conn. 


This  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  are  now  living:  Fanny 
F.,  now  Mrs.  John  B.  Murphy;  Caroline, 
now  Mrs.  Samuel  Graham;  and  Alba  F.,  chief 
engineer  of  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company. 


EV.  ANDREW  ARNOLD  LAM- 
BING, LL.D.,  Roman  Catholic  priest 
-^  \^_^  at  Wilkinsburg,  Allegheny  County, 
Pa.,  and  an  author  of  some  note,  was  born  at 
Manorville,  Armstrong  County,  Pa.,  Febru- 
ary I,  1S42,  and  baptized  May  i,  1842,  the 
sponsors  being  James  Gillespie  and  Elizabeth 
Shields.  On  the  paternal  side  Father  Lam- 
bing is  of  German  extraction,  his  great-grand- 
father, Christopher  Lambing,  having  emi- 
grated from  near  Alsace,  Germany,  to  Bucks 
County,  Pennsylvania,  about  the  year  1738. 
He  attained  a  very  advanced  age,  dying  in 
18 17,  two  days  after  celebrating  the  ninety- 
ninth  anniversary  of  his  birth.  The  family  is 
noted  for  its  longevity,  one  of  his  sons  having 
lived  to  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred 
and  six  years.  His  son  Matthew,  the  next  in 
the  line  now  being  traced,  was  born  in  Bucks 
County,  April  12,  1776,  and  died  at  Manor- 
ville, Armstrong  County,  April  2,  1851.  He 
was  a  tailor. 

Michael  Anthony  Lambing,  son  of  Mat- 
thew and  father  of  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Lambing, 
was  born  in  New  Oxford,  Adams  County,  Pa., 
October  10,  1806.  He  learned  the  shoe- 
maker's trade  when  a  young  man,  and  fol- 
lowed it  until  his  death,  December  8,  1886. 
He  was  one  of  a  family  of  twelve  children; 
and  at  the  time  of  his  demise  three  older  than 
he  were  still  living,  all  being  octogenarians. 
His  wife,  formerly  Ann  Shields,  who  was 
born  in  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania, 
July  4,  1814,  died  July  6,  1880.  She  was  a 
great-grand-daughter    of    Thomas    and    Mary 
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(O'Neill)  Shields,  who  emigrated  from  Done- 
gal, Ireland,  in  1745,  and  whose  son  John,  her 
grandfather,  was  born  on  the  Atlantic  during 
the  voyage.  Her  father  was  William  Caspar 
Shields,  who  was  born  at  Amberson's  Valley, 
Franklin  County,  this  State  in  1772,  and  died 
June  29,  1S44.  F"ather  Lambing's  parents 
had  nine  children,  namely:  James  M. ;  Will- 
iam A.  ;  Andrew  A. ;  John  A. ;  Mary  A.  ; 
Michael  A.;  Isabella  A.,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Catherine  E. ;  and  Rosalia.  James 
M.,  who  was  wounded  while  in  the  Union 
army,  and  after  the  war  was  for  some  time 
engaged  in  the  oil  business  at  Corry,  Pa., 
died  January  12,  1897;  William  A.  died 
while  in  his  country's  service  at  Fort  Mc- 
Henry,  August  29,  1863,  attended  at  his 
death  by  Cardinal  Gibbons;  John  A.  was  also 
in  the  army;  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  Robert 
McSherry,  lives  near  Emlenton,  Pa. ;  the 
Rev.  Michael  A.  is  pastor  of  St.  John's  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Scottdale,  has  been  settled 
there  for  eighteen  years,  and  is  very  promi- 
nent in  temperance  circles,  being  a  total  ab- 
stainer and  an  earnest  worker  in  total  absti- 
nence societies;  Catherine  E.,  a  Sister  of 
Charity,  at  the  present  time  Mistress  of  Nov- 
ices for  the  order  in  the  diocese  of  Pittsburg, 
is  known  in  the  religious  world  as  Sister  Ildi- 
fonse;  and  Rosalia  is  the  wife  of  P.  F.  Mc- 
Cann,  of  Greensburg,  who  was  for  one  term 
Sheriff  of  Westmoreland  County. 

In  the  summer  of  1855,  when  Andrew  A. 
was  but  thirteen  years  old,  he  began  to  earn 
his  living  at  the  fire-brick  works  of  Manor- 
ville,  an  employment  in  which  he  continued, 
with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  months 
in  the  village  school  during  the  winters,  until 
i860.  He  then  spent  one  term  at  the  Kittan- 
ning  Academy,  after  which  he  secured  a  situa- 
tion in  the  oil  refinery  built  in  his  native 
village,    where   he  worked  much  of  the  time 


fifteen  hours  a  day,  and  finally  became  fore- 
man. Resigning  his  position  early  in  1863, 
he  entered  St.  Michael's  Preparatory  and 
Theological  Seminary,  Glenwood,  Pittsburg, 
of  which  the  Very  Rev.  James  O'Connor,  late 
Bishop  of  Omaha,  was  the  superior.  He 
spent  his  first  vacation  at  Natrona,  this  county, 
working  partly  in  the  barrel  factory  and  partly 
on  a  break  in  the  canal,  going  from  there  to 
Manorville,  where  he  put  in  running  order 
and  started  the  oil  refinery,  that  had  been 
shut  down  for  some  time.  Returning  to  the 
seminary,  he  took  charge  of  the  Sunday- 
schools  attached  to  the  congregation.  He  fre- 
quently rose  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning 
to  pursue  his  studies,  and  for  five  years  was 
prefect  of  the  students,  the  longest  term  ever 
held  in  the  institution.  The  next  four  vaca- 
tions were  spent  in  the  brickyard,  where  he 
reduced  the  time  for  burning  brick  from  six 
days  to  fifty-four  hours.  His  later  vacations 
were  passed  at  the  seminary.  On  May  10, 
1867,  he  received  tonsure;  June  4,  1S68, 
minor  orders;  and  on  December  17  and  18  of 
the  same  year,  at  St.  Vincent's  Abbey  in 
Westmoreland  County,  Subdeaconship  and 
Deaconship.  He  was  ordained  to  the  sacred 
ministry   in    the   seminary  chapel,    August  4, 

1869,  all  the  orders  ha\'ing  been  conferred 
by  Bishop  Domence.  He  was  soon  after  sent 
to  teach  in  St.  Francis  College  at  Loretto, 
Pa.,  where  he  also  assisted  the  pastor  Satur- 
day evenings  and  Sundays,  and  where  he  often 
heard  confessions  in  the  chair  occupied  by 
the  illustrious  prince-priest,  the  Very  Rev. 
D.  A.  Gallitzin,  apostle  of  the  AUeghanies. 
On  one  Sunday  of  the  month  he  visited  the 
congregation   of   St.   Joseph.     On  January   5, 

1870,  Father  Eambing  was  transferred  to  St. 
Patrick's  Church,  Cameron  Bottom,  Indiana 
County,  and  on  April  21  of  that  year  was  ap- 
pointed pastor  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  Kittan- 
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ning,  with  its  numerous  missions.  While 
there  he  did  good  work,  renting  a  house  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  priest,  who  had  be- 
fore boarded,  refitting  and  furnishing  the 
church,  and  building  a  small  church  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  some  eight  miles 
away,  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  that  locality. 
On  January  17,  1873,  he  was  given  charge  of 
the  Freeport  district,  to  which  the  congrega- 
tion of  Natrona  belonged,  and  at  once  set  on 
foot  a  movement  for  the  erection  of  a  school- 
house;  but  on  July  8,  1873,  he  was  named 
chaplain  of  St.  Paul's  Roman  Catholic  Orphan 
Asylum,  Pittsburg,  with  a  view  of  bettering 
its  financial  condition,  but  the  great  financial 
crisis  prevented  his  accomplishment  of  that 
purpose.  On  January  7,  1874,  he  was  ap- 
pointed pastor  of  the  Church  of  Our  Lady  of 
Consolation  at  the  Point,  in  the  same  city, 
and  while  there  placed  the  schools  in  charge 
of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  in  place  of  lay 
teachers,  purchased  and  remodelled  a  Protes- 
tant church  for  the  use  of  the  congregation, 
and  built  a  pastoral  residence  adjoining  the 
church.  During  the  riots  of  July,  1877,  he 
was  mainly  instrumental  in  preventing  the  de- 
struction of  the  large  freight  depot  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  with  other  property. 
In  October,  1885,  Father  Lambing  was  trans- 
ferred to  St.  James  Church  in  Wilkinsburg, 
where  he  still  continues  his  labors. 

Soon  after  coming  here  he  opened  the  first 
school  in  the  congregation,  placing  it  under 
the  charge  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  and  in 
1888  he  enlarged  the  church,  which  three 
months  later,  December  23,  was  burned  with 
its  contents.  Promptly  fitting  up  the  school- 
house  for  both  church  and  school  purposes,  he 
occupied  it  on  Christmas  Eve,  while  the  ruins 
of  the  burnt  building  were  yet  smouldering; 
and  before  another  year  had  rolled  away  he  had 
a  new  church  dedicated. 


Among  the  literary  works  of  Father  Lam- 
bing that  have  attracted  much  notice  are  the 
following,  named  in  the  order  of  their  publi- 
cation: a  pamphlet  entitled  "Mixed  Mar- 
riages: Their  Origin  and  Results";  the 
"Orphan's  Friend";  "The  Sunday-school 
Teacher's  Manual  "  ;  A  History  of  the  Catholic 
Dioceses  of  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny";  "An 
Essay  on  Masses  for  the  Dead,  and  the  Mo- 
tives for  having  them  Celebrated  "  ;  "A  Series 
of  Plain  Sermons  on  Mixed  Marriages";  "The 
Register  of  Fort  Duquesne,  translated  from 
the  French,  with  an  Introductory  Essay  and 
Notes"';  and  "The  Sacramentals  of  the  Holy 
Catholic  Church."  In  1888  he  was  employed 
by  A.  Warner  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  to  write  a 
considerable  part  of  the  "History  of  Alle- 
gheny County";  and  in  the  same  year,  assisted 
by  the  Hon.  J.  W.  F.  White,  he  wrote  the 
"Centennial  History  of  Allegheny  County^" 
for  the  Centennial  celebration.  In  1884  he 
started  the  Catholic  Historical  Researches,  a 
quarterly  magazine,  the  first  of  its  kind, 
which  is  now  published  in  Philadelphia.  In 
1885  he  procured  from  the  Archives  of  the 
Marine  in  Paris  a  copy  of  the  journal  kept  by 
Cdloron  in  his  expedition  down  the  Allegheny 
and  Ohio  Rivers  in  1749;  and  a  copy  was 
made  from  it  for  the  Library  of  Parliament, 
Ottawa,  Canada.  He  is  now  engaged  in  writ- 
ing a  considerable  part  of  the  forthcoming 
"Standard  History  of  Pittsburg,"  and  is  a 
contributor  to  several  religious  and  historical 
periodicals.  He  has  always  been  a  great 
reader,  being  especially  interested  in  Ameri- 
can and  local  history,  and  owning  an  exten- 
sive library  rich  in  works  on  these  subjects. 

For  several  years  Father  Lambing  has  been 
president  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  other  societies  he  is  a 
prominent  member.  He  is  one  of  the  eigh- 
teen trustees  of  the  Art  and  Museum  Endow- 
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ment  Fund  of  the  Carnegie  Free  Library, 
Pittsburg,  for  a  long  period  has  been  president 
of  the  Clerical  Relief  Association  of  the  Dio- 
cese, and  is  the  examiner  of  books  for  the 
diocese.  During  the  whole  term  of  his  min- 
istry, now  more  than  twenty-eight  years,  he 
has  not  been  off  duty  a  single  day  on  account 
of  ill  health.  In  June,  1883,  he  received 
from  the  University  of  Notre  Dame,  Indiana, 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  and  three  years 
later  that  of  Doctor  of  Law. 


LEXANDER  MARSHALL,  for 
twenty-two  years  a  prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Allegheny,  was  born 
on  the  ancestral  homestead  in  the  town  of 
Fife,  Fifeshire,  Scotland,  July  27,  1815,  son 
of  David  Marshall.  After  learning  the  trade 
of  weaver,  he  went  to  London,  where  he  was 
employed  in  the  establishments  of  the  leading 
dry-goods  firms  for  fourteen  years,  advancing 
steadily  from  a  humble  position  to  that  of  shop 
walker  and  finally  of  manager.  Then,  having 
previously  studied  civil  engineering,  he  en- 
gaged in  that  business  e.xclusively,  construct- 
ing railroads  in  Ireland,  Wales,  Belgium,  and 
Russia.  In  Russia  he  spent  five  years  in  sur- 
veying and  building  the  first  railroad  from 
Poti  to  Tiflis,  accomplishing  this  feat  of  en- 
gineering with  the  assistance  of  others  in  the 
face  of  many  obstacles. 

While  in  Ireland  Mr.  Marshall  married 
Eliza  Ann  Thompson,  of  Donegal,  County 
Donegal,  a  place  thirty-six  miles  from  Lon- 
donderry. She  was  born  in  Brookfield,  County 
Donegal,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  and 
F"anny  (Huston)  Thompson.  Her  father,  who, 
born  in  Ballymena,  Ireland,  came  of  Scotch 
ancestry,  was  educated  in  Scotland,  became 
a  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
preached  for  forty  years  in  the  church  at  Done- 


gal, of  which  his  father-in-law,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Huston,  was  a  former  pastor.  He  died  in 
Donegal,  leaving  a  family  of  five  children, 
among  whom  are  the  Rev.  Samuel  Thompson, 
of  Waynesburg,  Pa.,  and  John  Thompson,  for 
many  years  the  partner  of  Mr.  Marshall.  In 
1S73  Mr.  Marshall  joined  his  family  in  Ire- 
land. Then,  coming  with  them  to  Allegheny 
City,  he  was  successfully  engaged  in  the  coal 
business  for  twenty  years,  until  the  introduc- 
tion of  gas.  A  worthy  member  of  the  Second 
Presbyterian  Church,  he  was  elected  Ruling 
Elder  in  1877,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  May  9,  1895. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  a 
consistent  Christian,  and  a  prominent  citizen. 
He  left  six- children,  as  follows:  Frances,  now 
Mrs.  John  Ledlie,  of  Holdrege,  Neb.  ;  Amelia 
J.,  who  became  Mrs.  T.  C.  Wallace,  of  Alle- 
gheny; Lizzie  A.,  now  Mrs.  William  J. 
Black,  of  Pittsburg;  Katherine  and  Jean,  who 
are  at  home;  and  David,  who  is  in  the  build- 
ing and  loan  business  in  Pittsburg. 


<  ^  •  ^■» 


^^ERCIVAL  J.  EATON,  M.D.,  one 
"-^  of  Pittsburg's  successful  physicians, 
-  was  born  in   Maiden,  Mass.,  Febru- 

ary 13,  1862,  son  of  James  F.  and  Helen 
(Webster)  Eaton.  The  Eatons,  who  came 
from  England,  were  early  settlers  of  this 
country.  Charles  Eaton,  the  grandfather, 
who  came  to  this  district  from  Reading, 
Mass.,  was  engaged  in  the  marine  service. 
James  F.  was  a  wholesale  grocer  of  Boston. 
His  other  children  were:  Mary  Helen,  who 
died  in  childhood;  and  Frederick  Webster 
Eaton,  of  Maiden.  His  wife  was  a  daughter 
of  Joshua  Webster,  of  Haverhill,  Mass. 

Percival  J.  Eaton,  after  attending  the  public 
schools  of  Maiden  for  the  usual  period,  gradu- 
ated from  Harvard   University  in  the  class  of 
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1883,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  He  then  studied  at  the  Harvard  Medi- 
cal School,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1888 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  receiv- 
ing the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  the  same 
year.  His  post-graduate  studies  were  pursued 
during  the  next  eighteen  months  in  Vienna, 
London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin.  He  came  to 
Pittsburg  in  1890,  where  he  has  since  re- 
mained in  constant  practice. 

On  June  11,  1891,  Dr.  Eaton  married 
Emily  M.  Craft,  a  daughter  of  Charles  C. 
Craft,  of  Crafton.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Eaton  have 
one  child,  Charles  Craft  Eaton.  The  Doctor 
is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny  County  Medical 
Society,  the  Pittsburg  Academy  of  Medicine, 
the  Boylston  Medical  Society  of  Boston,  and 
the  University  and  Harvard  Clubs  of  Pitts- 
burg. He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
views.  Affable  to  all,  of  scholarly  acquire- 
ments, and  a  most  capable  physician,  it  is 
easy  to  predict  for  him  a  brilliant  future. 


iOUIS  J.  GELTZHEISER,  Alderman 
for  the  Twenty-seventh  Ward  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  a  member  of  the  firm 
Geltzheiser  &  Ritter,  real  estate  and  insurance 
brokers,  was  born  here  September  6,  1 861,  on 
the  South  Side,  in  what  was  then  old  Birming- 
ham borough,  son  of  Louis  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
(Greb)  Geltzheiser.  The  father  was  born  in 
Hesse,  Germany,  and  there  learned  the  trade 
of  shoemaker.  He  married  in  Germany,  the 
families  of  both  himself  and  wife  having  lived 
in  Hesse  for  many  generations.  Early  in  the 
forties  he  came  to  this  country  with  his  wife, 
and  settled  first  in  Allegheny,  coming  through 
on  the  old  canal  before  the  days  of  railroads. 
After  a  short  time  he  removed  to  Bayards- 
town,  where  he  remained  for  some  years. 
Eventually    he   came    to    the    South   Side    on 


Mount  Washington,  and  continued  to  live 
here  during  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  died  Oc- 
tober 29,  1893,  aged  seventy-five  years,  lack- 
ing one  day.  His  wife  is  still  living,  being 
now  sixty-six  years  of  age.  Both  parents  were 
members  of  St.  Michael's  Catholic  Church. 
Of  their  nine  children  John,  Henry,  Louis, 
and  Anna,  are  living. 

Louis  J.  Geltzheiser  was  educated  in  the 
parochial  schools  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  Paul 
and  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Twenty-seventh 
Ward.  After  leaving  school,  he  went  to  work 
for  the  Leeling  Coal  Company,  and  remained 
in  the  employ  of  that  concern  for  ten  years  as 
weigh -master  and  foreman.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  politics  of  his 
ward,  and  has  been  one  of  the  steady  and  loyal 
workers  for  the  Democratic  cause.  His  first 
political  office  was  that  of  Precinct  Assessor, 
which  he  held  for  one  term.  He  was  next 
chosen  Alderman.  This  was  in  1895,  when, 
owing  to  certain  circumstances,  he  had  to 
make  a  strong  fight.  He  was  loyally  sup- 
ported by  his  friends,  and  succeeded  in  carry- 
ing the  election.  Entering  upon  the  duties  of 
his  office  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1895, 
he  has  since  sustained  this  honorable  and  re- 
sponsible trust  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He 
was  elected  for  five  years,  and  the  people  of 
his  ward  feel  assured  that  their  interests  will 
be  carefully  guarded  as  long  as  Mr.  Geltzheiser 
is  in  office.  He  has  been  delegate  to  different 
conventions,  including  that  held  at  Allentown 
to  indorse  Patterson.  He  has  also  been  chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  Committee  for  the 
Twenty-seventh  Ward,  and  is  now  one  of  its 
directors.  Upon  assuming  the  office  of 
Alderman,  Mr.  Geltzheiser  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Ritter  in  the  business  of  real 
estate,  loan  collections,  and  insurance.  They 
opened  an  office  at    174  Pius   Street,  and  are 
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the  only  firm  in  their  line  of  business  in  the 
vicinity.  Mr.  Ritter  speaks  English,  Ger- 
man, and  French,  and  is  thus  enabled  to  act  as 
interpreter.  Messrs.  Geltzheiser  &  Ritter  are 
solicitors  for  the  Powderly,  the  Crescent,  and 
the  Twenty-seventh  Ward  Building  and  Loan 
Association.  Mr.  Geltzheiser  is  a  second 
tenor,  and  an  active  member  in  the  Germania 
Singing  Society,  which  is  the  leading  and  one 
of  the  oldest  singing  societies  in  Allegheny. 
He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  National 
Sangerfest,  recently  held  here.  Li  religious 
belief  he  is  a  Catholic  and  a  member  of  St. 
Michael's  Church.  His  home  is  in  the 
Twenty-seventh  Ward. 


ILLIAM  H.  McKELVY,  M.D.,  of 
}s\j  Pittsburg,  one  of  the  foremost 
physicians  of  Allegheny  County, 
was  born  September  21,  1843,  near  Wilkins- 
burg.  Pa.,  a  son  of  James  McKelvy.  The 
father,  who  was  but  four  and  a  half  years  old 
when,  in  1S04,  he  came  to  this  country  with 
his  parents  from  County  Down,  Leland,  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  After  his 
marriage  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  near  Wil- 
kinsburg,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
till  his  demise  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Rosanna  Swisshelm,  was  born  in  Carlisle, 
this  State,  daughter  of  Lieutenant  Swisshelm, 
an  ofificer  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  They 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  others  were: 
James  M.,  who  was  Circuit  Judge  in  the 
Seventh  Judicial  District  of  Minnesota  from 
1866  until  1883,  and  died  at  St.  Cloud, 
Minn.,  in  1884;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Heagen,  who 
died  at  Lamar,  Mo.,  where  her  husband,  a 
Presbyterian  minister,  had  charge  of  a  church; 
John  S.,  who  lives  on   the  homestead;  Martha 


J.,  the  wife  of  Harry  B.  Wintersmith,  a  man- 
ufacturer of  tanks,  windmills,  etc.,  in  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  ;  Wilbur  F.,  a  clerk  in  Pittsburg; 
and  William  H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

William  H.  McKelvy  laid  a  substantial 
foundation  for  his  future  education  in  the  Wil- 
kinsburg  Academy  and  the  Allegheny  College 
at  Meadville,  Pa.  In  1S66  he  was  graduated 
from  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
in  New  York  City;  and  in  the  following  year 
he  opened  an  office  in  Pittsburg,  where,  with 
the  exception  of  five  years,  when  he  was  in 
partnership  with  Dr.  W.  .Snively,  he  has  since 
practised  alone,  winning  for  himself  an  as- 
sured position  among  the  prominent  members 
of  the  medical  fraternity.  In  January,  1868, 
he  was  elected  physician  to  the  county  jail,  a 
position  which  he  subsequently  held  for  thir- 
teen consecutive  years.  He  has  been  the 
president  of  the  Grant  Subdistrict  School 
Board  for  twenty-six  years.  A  member  of 
the  Central  Board  of  Education  for  twenty-two 
years,  he  was  its  president  for  fourteen  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Library  Association, 
and  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Carnegie  Li- 
brary. Dr.  McKelvy  is  likewise  connected  by 
membership  with  the  Allegheny  County  Medi- 
cal Society,  the  Microscopical  Society  of 
Pittsburg,  and  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. In  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  is  a 
Knight  Templar,  and  he  has  done  much  to 
promote  the  good  of  the  order  in  the  State. 
In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party,  being  one  of  its  stanchest  supporters. 
On  March  23,  1897,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Margaret  Youngson,  of  Pittsburg. 


fs^ACOB    H.    WALTER,  the  recent  secre- 
tary of  the  Allegheny  County  Republi- 
can  Central   Committee,  was  born  Jan- 
uary 7,    1835,    in    the  town  of    Wilkins,    this 
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county,  son. of  Adam  and  Sarah  (Kuhn)  Walter. 
The  pioneer  of  the  Walter  family  in  America 
was  Jacob  Walter,  grandfather  of  Jacob  H. 
He  settled  in  Lancaster  County,  and  lived  there 
to  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and  six 
years.  Possessed  of  a  wonderful  physique,  he 
shocked  grain  in  the  harvest  field  the  year 
before  his  death.  He  was  never  known  to 
suffer  from  an  illness  previous  to  that  which 
caused  his  death.  He  had  a  family  of  four 
sons.  Adam,  the  father  of  Jacob  H.,  was  a 
prosperous  farmer  in  the  township  of  Indiana. 
His  first  wife,  Sarah  Kuhn  Walter,  who  was 
the  mother  of  two  of  his  children,  died  when 
her  son  Jacob  was  only  five  years  old.  His 
second  marriage  was  made  with  Sarah  McKel- 
vey,  who  bore  him  eight  children,  of  whom 
Harriet,  Mary,  Ann,  Margaret,  John,  and 
James  are  living. 

Jacob  Walter  lived  in  Wilkins  until  he  was 
ten  years  old.  At  that  time  his  father  bought 
a  farm  in  the  town  of  Indiana,  and  the  son 
subsequently  worked  there  until  he  had  passed 
his  twenty- si.xth  birthday.  In  the  winter  he 
taught  school  for  seven  years.  After  leaving 
the  homestead,  he  started  a  country  store  at 
Brimstone  Corner,  on  the  Pittsburg  &  Atlan- 
tic road  in  Allegheny  County,  and  conducted 
it  for  three  years.  During  that  time  he  was 
Postmaster  of  the  place  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  then  took  a  clerical  position  in 
the  prothonotary's  office  for  eight  months, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time,  in  1862,  he  was 
appointed  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
County  Commissioner.  In  1864  he  was  elected 
prothonotary,  and  again  in  1867,  serving  in 
all  for  six  years  in  that  capacity.  Later  he 
was  engaged  in  the  producing  and  refining 
of  oil,  and  was  connected  with  the  insurance 
and  banking  business.  He  constructed  the 
Highland  Avenue  reservoirs  for  the  city  water- 
works  in   the    years    1874,     1875,    and     1876. 


After  this  he  was  in  the  commission  business 
until  1S90,  when  he  was  one  of  the  officials 
appointed  to  take  the  census.  Completing 
that,  Mr.  Walter  went  into  the  office  of  the 
Collector  of  Customs  at  the  Port  of  Customs  in 
Pittsburg,  and  remained  there  during  four 
years.  Then  he  became  the  secretary  of  the 
Allegheny  County  Republican  Central  Com- 
mittee, which  office  he  filled  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  His  career  was  a  good  example  of 
what  can  be  accomplished  through  energy  and 
patience  united  with  principle.  Entirely  a 
self-made  man,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  his  success  was  largely  due  to 
his  own  ability  and  perseverance.  He  died 
April  19,  1897. 

On  September  4,  1856,  Mr.  Walter  married 
Miss  Lillie  A.  Euwer,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Jane  (Elliott)  Euwer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wal- 
ter's elder  daughter,  Maria  Luella,  is  now 
the  wife  of  Richard  A.  Kennedy,  an  attorney. 
The  other  daughter,  Lillie  Lincoln,  is  the 
wife  of  W.  H.  Ellis,  who  is  also  an  attorney. 
The  only  son,  John,  died  in  infancy.  Both 
parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist  church 
for  over  forty  years,  and  the  father  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school  for  over  thirty 
years.  Mr.  Walter  was  a  member  of  Henry 
Lamber  Lodge,  No.  475,  I.  O.  O.  F.  ;  and  of 
the  Bankers'  and  Bank  Clerks'  Mutual  Benefit 
Association. 


ON.  BOYD  CRUMRINE,  a  lawyer 
now  in  active  practice  at  the  Pitts- 
burg bar,  is  a  native  of  Washington 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  is  of  German  de- 
scent, tracing  his  ancestry  in  America  to  a 
period  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War. 

From  1682  to  1776  Pennsylvania  was  the 
central  point  of  emigration  from  Germany, 
France,  and  Switzerland.  For  the  first  period 
of  twenty  years — that  is,  until  1702  — not  over 
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two  hundred  German  families  arrived;  and 
those  settled  principally  at  Germantown  and 
other  localities  near  Philadelphia.  But  the 
period  from  1702  to  1727  marked  an  era  in 
early  German  emigration,  and  between  forty 
and  fifty  thousand  persons  left  their  Fatherland. 
Queen  Anne  of  England,  desiring  to  fill  up 
her  American  colonies  without  depleting  the 
British  kingdom,  caused  copies  of  a  book  to  be 
distributed  throughout  the  Palatinate  in  Ger- 
many, having  her  portrait  as  a  frontispiece  and 
the  title  in  gold  letters,  on  which  account  it 
was  called  "Das  Golden  Buch,"  to  induce  the 
Palatines  to  come  to  England  in  order  to  be 
sent  to  the  Carolinas  or  to  other  of  her  Amer- 
ican colonies.  Thus  lured,  it  is  said  that  in 
1708  and  1709  thirty-three  thousand  Germans 
left  their  homes  on  the  Rhine  for  London  ;  and 
that  of  this  large  number  seven  thousand,  after 
having  suffered  great  privations,  returned  half- 
naked  and  in  despondency  to  their  native  coun- 
try, ten  thousand  died  for  want  of  sustenance, 
medical  attendance,  and  other  causes,  and  the 
survivors  were  sent  to  America. 

In  1727,  during  the  time  of  Governor  Will- 
iam Keith,  German  immigration  had  so  much 
increased  that  it  was  feared  Pennsylvania  was 
becoming  "a  foreign  country,"  and  a  regulation 
was  established  by  the  provincial  government 
requiring  that  all  foreigners  on  their  arrival 
should  subscribe  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  of  fidelity  to  the 
proprietaries  of  the  Province.  All  persons 
over  sixteen  were  made  to  sign  this  oath. 
When  they  could  not  write,  their  names  were 
written  and  attested  by  a  clerk.  By  this 
means  the  names  of  over  thirty  thousand  Ger- 
man and  Swiss  immigrants  into  Pennsylvania 
between  1727  and  1776,  when  the  colonies 
separated  from  the  mother  country,  have  been 
preserved.  These  lists  are  still  to  be  seen  in 
the  Department   of   State  at  Harrisburg,    and 


one  who  examines  them  will  be  attracted  by 
two  things  to  be  observed  :  first,  every  ship's 
list,  almost,  was  headed  by  the  name  of  the 
pastor,  who  was  leading  them  as  a  flock  into 
the  wilderness;  second,  excepting  a  very  small 
percentage  of  the  whole  number,  every  name 
is  written  in  German,  evidently  the  writer's 
autograph,  and  generally  in  the  clear  hand  of 
a  good  penman.  From  these  lists  I.  D.  Rupp 
made  up  his  "Collection  of  Thirty  Thousand 
Names  "  of  immigrants,  published  a  few  years 
since  in  Philadelphia. 

In  this  collection  of  thirty  thousand  names 
there  are  but  two  Krumreins.  On  September 
II,  1732,  "the  ship  'Pennsylvania,'  John 
Stedman  master,  from  Rotterdam,  last  from 
Plymouth,"  landed  with  "seventy-three  males 
above  sixteen,  women  and  children  of  both 
sexes  ninety-eight — in  all,  one  hundred  and 
seventy-one."  In  this  list  is  the  name  of 
Hans  Michael  Krumrein.  On  September  5, 
1748,  "the  ship  'Edinburgh,'  James  Russell 
master,  from  Rotterdam,  last  from  Ports- 
mouth," landed  with  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  persons.  In  this  list  of  names 
is  that  of  George   Lenhart    Krumrein. 

Hans  Michael  Krumrein,  after  having  lived 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Philadelphia  until  after 
1741,  passed  westward  into  Northampton  and 
finally  into  Centre  County,  where  some  of  his 
descendants  still  live,  others  having  passed  on 
into  Ohio.  George  Lenhart  Krumrein  went 
into  Baltimore  County,  Maryland,  afterward 
perhaps  into  Georgia,  returning  to  Maryland 
at  a  later  day.  In  1800  George  Crumrine,  son 
of  Abraham,  a  son  of  George  Lenhart  Krum- 
rein, passed  from  Baltimore  County,  Maryland, 
over  the  Alleghanies  into  the  valley  of  the 
Monongahela,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  East 
Bethlehem  township,  Washington  County. 
One  of  his  sons,  Daniel  Crumrine,  was  born 
upon  the  same  farm.      He  married   Margaret, 
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the  daughter  of  John  Bovver,  Esq.  The  Bower 
family  was  of  Swiss-German  origin,  and  came 
West  from  the  Juniata  valley  in  1796. 

Boyd  Crumrine  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Mar- 
garet, and  was  born  in  East  Bethlehem  town- 
ship, Washington  County,  Pa.,  February  9, 
1838,  on  the  farm  first  occupied  by  his  grand- 
father in  1800.  With  the  exception  of  a 
great-grandfather  on  the  maternal  side,  George 
Rex  by  name,  who  was  an  Englishman,  his 
blood  is  all  German  from  the  upper  Rhine. 
His  boyhood  was  spent  upon  his  father's  farm. 
During  the  winters  of  1854-55  and  1855-56 
he  attended  the  Bridgeport  schools,  Browns- 
ville, Pa.,  and  in  the  spring  and  summer  of 
1856  he  was  a  student  at  Waynesburg  Col- 
lege, Waynesburg,  Pa. 

In  September,  1856,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Sophomore  class  of  Jefferson  College  at  Can- 
onsburg,  Pa.,  then  in  its  prime,  having  per- 
haps over  three  hundred  students,  many  of 
whom  were  from  the  South.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  his  second  term,  at  his  own  request, 
he  was  permitted  to  drop  into  the  Freshman 
class,  in  order  that  he  might  lay  a  better 
foundation  for  a  complete  classical  course. 
With  that  class  he  continued  until  his  gradua- 
tion on  August  I,  i860,  when  he  divided  the 
first  honor  of  his  class  of  over  fifty  men  with 
Mr.  Roland  Thompson,  of  Milroy,  Pa.,  and 
delivered  the  Greek  salutatory  on  Commence- 
ment Day.  Through  the  whole  course  he  was 
a  diligent  student  and  a  vigorous  thinker, 
doing  nothing  by  spurts,  producing  level  work 
and  square  work  always,  and  striking  twelve 
in  nearly  every  recitation.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  Junior  year  Professor  John  Eraser 
formed  what  he  called  his  select  class,  em- 
bracing all  the  Juniors  who  graded  above 
ninety,  to  whom  he  offered  special  instructions 
in  mathematics  and  general  literature.  The 
class    consisted    of    Mr.    Crumrine    and    four 


others,  who  met  at  night  for  two  years  in  the 
Professor's  chambers,  where,  as  a  reward  for 
mastering  a  dozen  extra  volumes  of  higher 
mathematics,  the  privileged  five  were  regaled, 
often  into  the  "wee  sma'  hours,"  by  the  best 
thoughts  and  noblest  sentiments  of  the  man 
who,  as  a  teacher,  stands  without  a  rival  and 
without  a  peer  in  the  memories  of  his  pupils. 
One  year  before  graduation  Mr.  Crumrine 
chose  the  profession  of  law,  and  entered  upon 
it  with  the  Hon.  John  L.  Gow,  of  Washington, 
Pa.,  as  his  preceptor,  to  whom  he  recited  once 
a  week  during  his  Senior  year  in  college.  The 
first  year  after  graduation  he  taught  a  select 
class  of  young  ladies  at  Canonsburg,  continuing 
his  law  studies  at  the  same  time.  On  the 
2 1st  of  the  following  August  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Washington  County  bar. 

The  war  of  the  Rebellion  interfering  with 
his  purpose  to  begin  legal  business  in  the 
West,  in  the  following  November  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Company  B,  Eighty-fifth  Regi- 
ment, Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  was  made 
the  Quartermaster  Sergeant  of  the  regiment. 
After  spending  the  winter  of  1861-62  in  the 
trenches  at  Washington,  he  was  discharged  in 
order  to  accept  a  commission  as  First  Lieuten- 
ant in  a  brigade  of  Eastern  Virginia  Volun- 
teers then  forming;  but,  soon  after  his  commis- 
sion was  received,  the  government  issued  an 
order  discontinuing  all  recruiting  service  and 
disbanding  all  uncompleted  organizations. 
This  made  him  a  citizen  again;  and,  returning 
home,  he  opened  an  office  in  Washington,  Pa., 
in  May,  1862,  and  began  the  practice  of  law, 
in  which  he  has  continued  ever  since  with 
sufficient  business  always  on  hand  to  keep 
him  steadily  occupied.  He  has  not  grown 
rich  in  goods  and  chattels,  but  a  glance  at  his 
person  is  sufficient  to  show  that  his  work  in 
life  has  not  been  of  so  trying  a  nature  as  to 
keep  him   poor  in   flesh.      Weighing  at  gradua- 
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tion  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds,  he 
now  turns  the  scales  at  above  two  hundred. 
The  stalwart  form  has  rounded  out  to  com- 
pleteness, the  broad  shoulders  have  become 
broader,  the  face,  somewhat  spare  of  old,  has 
become  full ;  and  with  the  sparse  English  side 
whiskers  of  his  early  majority  grown  to  mas- 
sive "Burnsides  "  on  his  cheeks,  he  is  now  as 
fine  a  specimen  of  physical  manhood  as  the  eye 
need  wish  to  look  upon. 

Of  his  own  efforts  he  wrote  to  the  class  his- 
torian for  the  reunion  of  1885:  "I  have  tried 
to  keep  my  little  boat  trimmed  neatly  and  to 
trim  it  myself  and  after  my  own  style.  My 
sole  ambition  has  been  to  do  as  well  as  I  could 
what  has  been  set  before  me.  The  law  to  me 
has  been  a  jealous  mistress;  yet,  as  a  relaxa- 
tion and  a  mellowing  of  the  lines  of  toil, 
which  otherwise  might  have  been  hard  to  me, 
I  have  been  a  rider  of  hobbies,  one  after  an- 
other, always  with  the  reservation  of  the 
liberty  to  change  them  at  my  own  will  and 
pleasure  —  philology  at  one  time,  then  ento- 
mology, the  microsope,  and  of  late  years  his- 
tory and  philosophy." 

In  1 87 1  Mr.  Crumrine  compiled  the  Rules 
of  Court  of  Washington  County.  In  1S72-73 
he  prepared  "The  Pittsburg  Reports,"  legal 
cases  of  the  several  State  courts  not  elsewhere 
reported,  in  three  volumes  octavo.  In  1878 
he  published  "Omnium  Gatherum,"  or  "Notes 
of  Cases  foi'  the  Lawyer's  Pocket  and  Counsel 
Table,"  of  which  the  edition  is  now  ex- 
hausted. In  1S82  he  composed  a  large  part 
and  edited  the  whole  of  the  History  of  Wash- 
ington County,  a  quarto  of  one  thousand  pages, 
nonpareil  type,  published  by  J.  B.  Lippincott 
&  Co.,  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Crumrine  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
but  has  never  sought  political  preferment. 
His  tastes  are  altogether  literary  and  profes- 
sional.     He  was  given   the  degree  of  Master 


of  Arts  by  Jefferson  College  in  1863.  From 
1865  to  1868  he  was  District  Attorney  for 
Washington  County,  and  in  1S70  was  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Marshal  of  the  United  States 
for  the  Western  District  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
compile  the  social  statistics  of  that  district 
for  the  Ninth  Census.  After  this  temporary 
employment  outside  of  his  profession  in  mat- 
ters in  which  be  had  great  interest,  he  con- 
fined his  work  to  his  practice  until  April, 
18S7,  when,  without  solicitation  on  his  part, 
he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Beaver  State 
Reporter  of  the  Decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  accepting  the  ap- 
pointment as  one  suited  to  his  tastes  and  ex- 
perience, he  had  published  at  the  end  of  his 
official  term,  in  May,  1892,  thirty-one  volumes 
of  Pennsylvania  State  Reports,  which  seem  to 
meet  with  the  approval  of  the  bench  and  bar  of 
the  State.  Secretary  of  State  Charles  W. 
Stone,  in  response  to  a  letter  concerning  these 
reports,  wrote  in  1889  as  follows:  "Mr.  Crum- 
rine is  making  a  model  reporter,  and  his  work 
is  held  in  very  high  estimation  by  the  bench 
and  bar  throughout  the  State.  He  is  improv- 
ing the  style  and  method  of  reporting,  and  is  ex- 
ceedingly faithful  and  painstaking  in  his  work. 
The  profession  generally  appreciate  this  fact, 
and  also  the  promptness  in  the  publication  of 
his  reports  and  their  improved  typographical 
execution.  You  cannot  speak  too  highly  of 
his  official  efificiency. " 

He  has  also  been  the  recipient  of  many 
other  well-merited  compliments,  written  and 
verbal,  from  members  of  both  bench  and  bar, 
of  all  phases  of  politics.  Ipdefatigable  in  his 
work,  he  is  a  lover  of  it.  In  the  winter  of 
1891-92,  when  his  name  was  presented  to 
President  Harrison  for  appointment  as  United 
States  District  Judge  for  the  Western  District 
of  Pennsylvania,  among  many  letters  to  the 
President,  filed   in  his  favor,  from    judges  and 
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lawyers  of  the  State,  was  one  in  which  the 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  joined,  and 
which  was  such  as  to  make  him  feel  more  than 
comfortable  even  though  he  failed  to  receive 
the  desired  appointment.  At  the  general 
election  in  November,  1891,  he  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  constitutional  convention  pro- 
vided for  by  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Pennsylvania  passed  June  19,  1S91.  Plow- 
ever,  a  majority  of  the  electors  of  the  State 
voting  against  the  convention,  it  was  not  held. 

At  the  close  of  his  term  as  State  Reporter 
Mr.  Crumrine  opened  an  office  for  active  prac- 
tice with  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  J.  P.  Patterson, 
at  96  Diamond  Street,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  Since 
then,  still  retaining  his  connection  with  his 
home  office  at  Washington,  Pa.,  conducted  by 
his  son,  E.  E.  Crumrine,  he  has  been  em- 
ployed literally  day  and  night  in  the  business 
of  his  profession.  In  1894  he  was  mentioned 
for  nomination  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  in  1895,  the 
Superior  Court  having  been  created  and  organ- 
ized, an  active  canvass  was  made  by  his  pro- 
fessional friends  in  favor  of  his  nomination  as 
one  of  the  judges  of  that  court,  but  unsuccess- 
fully. 

On  August  2,  i860,  the  day  following  that 
on  which  he  was  made  a  Bachelor  of  Arts,  Mr. 
Crumrine  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  J., 
daughter  of  George  A.  and  Jane  B.  Kirk,  of 
Canonsburg,  Pa.  They  have  had  four  chil- 
dren—  Ernest  Ethelbert,  Louisa  Celeste,  Ro- 
land Thompson,  and  Hattie  J.  Of  these 
Roland  T.  and  Hattie  J.  both  died  young. 
Ernest  E.  is  a  graduate  of  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  and  is  a  partner  in  his 
father's  law  office  at  Washington,  Pa.  His 
wife  is  Gertrude,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
J.  F.  McGill,  of  Fairfield,  la.,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Lucias  McKennan  Crumrine.  Lou- 
isa Celeste  was  educated  at  the    Washington 


Female  Seminary,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  P. 
Patterson,  Esq.,  a  partner  in  her  father's  law 
office  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.  They  have  had  two 
children:  Hattie,  a  daughter,  now  deceased; 
and  a  son,  John  Logan,  surviving. 

[The  foregoing  sketch  of  the  Hon.  Boyd 
Crumrine  is  compiled  for  the  most  part  from 
"A  Biographical  Album  of  Prominent  Pennsyl- 
vanians, "  published  in  three  volumes  at  Phila- 
delphia, 1889,  and  from  the  Class  History  of 
the  Jefferson  College  Class  of  i860,  read  at  the 
quarter-centennial  reunion  in  1S85,  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  W.  Wightman.] 


(^pr     L.    SLONAKER, 
f^X       born  near  Markle, 

^   *  V_^  village   in    West 


A.M.,  M.D.,  was 
a  beautiful  country 
'estmoreland  County, 
Pennsylvania,  on  June  19,  1862.  Here  the 
thrush  and  the  oriole  filled  the  morning  and 
evening  twilight  with  their  hymns  and  vespers, 
the  landscape  affording  to  the  eye  a  collection 
of  admirable  pictures.  Into  such  a  world  of 
beauty  and  song  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  ;  and  that  those  scenes  have  passed  into 
his  soul  there  can  be  no  doubt  to  those  fa- 
miliar with  him. 

His  father,  Michael  Slonaker,  born  near 
Edgecliff,  Westmoreland  County,  October  9, 
1831,  was  an  industrious  farmer.  A  man  of 
high  moral  character,  Michael  was  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  him.  The  mother,  Nancy 
(Younkins)  Slonaker,  born  near  Edgecliff, 
September  11,  1833,  was  an  amiable  charac- 
ter. She  loved  righteousness,  and  was  always 
on  the  side  of  justice,  mercy,  and  truth.  She 
was  a  woman  of  deep  insight,  rich  apprecia- 
tion, and  gifted  mentally  and  morally.  All 
her  children  were  much  benefited  by  her  ma- 
ternal instruction.  With  them  righteousness 
and  truth  weigh  more  than  personal  advantage. 
The  parents  of  Dr.  Slonaker  were  married  Oc- 
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tober  7,  1858.  In  them  we  face  the  old  Ger- 
man stock,  scholarly  and  ponderous.  Ten 
children  were  the  outcome  of  this  happy 
union,  of  whom  seven  are  now  living  —  Frank 
R.,  Dr.  Alter  L.,  William  B,,  the  Rev.  Paul 
Jones,  Ada  Elizabeth,  John  Calvin,  and 
Minnie  Martha. 

Alter  L.  Slonaker,  the  fourth  of  the  ten 
children,  spent  his  youth  on  the  farm  in  ar- 
duous labor  for  his  father.  The  days  spent  in 
the  fields  and  in  such  outdoor  exercises  as 
are  conducive  to  the  development  of  a  vigor- 
ous constitution  were  not  spent  in  vain. 
Early  in  life  he  desired  an  education.  His 
father's  limited  means  made  it  impossible  for 
him  to  materially  aid  his  son;  but  the  habits 
of  industry,  economy,  and  temperance,  incul- 
cated in  the  boy,  were  worth  more  to  the  son 
than  silver  or  gold.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he 
left  the  farm  for  the  walks  and  ways  of  college 
life,  and  to  gain  for  himself  the  blessings  of 
refinement  and  culture.  He  attended  the 
Markle  Select  School,  and  soon  ec|uipped  him- 
self for  teaching.  By  this  means  he  obtained 
the  funds  necessary  for  advanced  study,  and 
soon  entered  Reedsburg  Academy,  finishing 
this  course  in  1S82.  He  subsequently  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from 
Grove  City  College.  During  the  winter  of 
1885  and  1 886  he  taught  the  school  in  which 
he  received  his  primary  education,  and  the 
evenings  were  spent  in  the  study  of  medicine. 
Such  marked  success  had  he  in  teaching  that 
the  School  Board  insisted  upon  his  teaching  a 
second  and  third  term.  While  teaching  all 
his  spare  time  was  devoted  to  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  many  times  he  was  known  to 
walk  as  far  as  nine  miles  to  recite  to  his  pre- 
ceptor, Dr.  Alter.  His  pathway  was  not 
down  an  inclined  plane,  not  over  a  smooth, 
level  highway,  but  up  rugged  mountains  of 
difficulty.      He  entered  the  College  of  Physi- 


cians and  Surgeons,  medical  department  of 
Wesleyan  University,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in 
1886,  and  graduated  with  honors  from  this  in- 
stitution in  1888.  Eager  for  knowledge  and 
believing  that  time  spent  in  preparation  is 
never  lost,  he  decided  to  spend  another  year 
in  the  study  of  human  life  and  death,  thus  se- 
curing for  himself  the  benefit  of  a  post-gradu- 
ate course  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  Pitts- 
burg, from  which  institution  he  graduated  in 
1889.  He  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
Pittsburg,  where  he  has  since  devoted  all  his 
time  to  his  profession  and  the  care  of  his 
patients,  clear  in  diagnosis  and  quick  to  take 
the  proper  course  of  treatment.  Although 
young  in  the  profession,  his  practice  has 
grown  so  rapidly  that  he  has  decided  to  give 
up  general  practice,  and  confine  his  attention 
to  gynaecology  and  chronic  diseases. 

The  Doctor's  personality  glows  with  gener- 
ous regard  for  the  men  about  him,  and 
grapples  them  to  him  "with  hooks  of  steel." 
He  is  always  cheerful,  sympathetic  in  feeling, 
generous  in  nature,  and  easily  accessible. 
During  his  nine  years  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine Dr.  Slonaker  has  made  for  himself  a 
wide  circle  of  friends  and  admirers  and  a  fine 
reputation  as  a  physician.  He  loves  the  com- 
pany of  scholars  and  statesmen,  he  loves  great 
men  and  gracious  women;  yet  he  has  the  fac- 
ulty of  making  all  classes — -rich  and  poor, 
cultured  and  illiterate — ^feel  at  perfect  ease 
with  him.  He  is  a  gentleman  in  manners, 
bearing,  and  life;  and  as  a  pure-minded  man 
and  a  Christian  he  is  beloved  by  all  the  peo- 
ple who  know  him.  Splendidly  qualified  by 
natural  fitness  and  large  culture,  he  is  prov- 
ing himself  an  honor  to  the  profession.  He 
is  in  the  fullest  and  best  sense  a  man  of  prog- 
ress. He  is  systematic  in  his  labors.  A 
man  of  pronounced,  positive  convictions,  hav- 
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ing  reached  conclusions  after  mature  delibera- 
tion, he  supports  them  resolutely,  yet  with 
dignity.  He  is  in  the  highest  sense  medita- 
tive and  mentally  active.  His  soul  is  full  of 
enthusiasm  for  the  truth.  By  means  of  medi- 
cal journals  he  has  formed  a  wide  acquaint- 
ance with  distinguished  medical  men,  both  in 
Europe  and  America,  and  his  great  fondness 
for  the  very  best  literature  is  seen  and  felt  in 
his  daily  life;  while  his  love  for  the  Book  of 
books  and  his  insight  into  spiritual  truth  en- 
able him  to  be  an  earnest,  active,  and  conse- 
crated worker  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  the 
church  with  which  he  identifies  himself  so 
closely. 

In  1889  Dr.  Slonaker  was  married  to  Bella, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Stewart. 
Being  of  rare  grace,  culture,  and  common 
sense,  she  has  proven  herself  a  helpmate  in 
the  largest  sense,  and  no  small  factor  in  the 
present  proud  position  of  her  husband.  He 
has  two  sons:  Harold  W.,  born  July  i,  1892; 
and  Paul  Jones,  born  November  7,  1895,  who 
died  March  9,  1897.  His  home  is  always 
open,  with  a  bright,  cheerful,  and  inviting 
atmosphere.  It  is  the  centre  of  hospitality 
and  of  all  the  graces  of  Christian  character  and 
culture,  the  Bible  being  the  most  honored 
book. 

[AUTOIilOG.] 


I D WARD  T.  JACKSON,  a  real  estate 
dealer  and  insurance  agent,  with  an 
office  at  916  Wood  Street,  Wilkins- 
burg,  is  numbered  among  the  prosperous  and 
enterprising  business  men  of  Allegheny 
County.  He  was  born  May  9,  1861,  in  Alle- 
gheny City,  son  of  Samuel  H.  Jackson;  and  he 
comes  of  English  stock  and  pioneer  ancestry 
on  the  paternal  side.  'His  great-grandfather 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  reared  his  family. 


Samuel  Jackson,  the  grandfather,  was  a  life- 
long resident  of  his  native  State.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  shoemaking  during  the  greater  part 
of  his  active  period,  and  he  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years.  A  loyal  and  patriotic  citizen,  he 
served  in  the  army  during  the  War  of  1812. 
Samuel  H.  Jackson  has  also  spent  his  life  in 
Pennsylvania.  As  a  civil  engineer  he  became 
familiar  with  the  topography  of  a  large  part  of 
the  State,  especially  of  the  immediate  west- 
ern portion.  His  last  years  were  spent  with 
his  son  Edward  on  the  old  homestead,  735 
Penn  Avenue,  Wilkinsburg,  where  he  died 
December  4,  1896,  in  his  seventy-third  year. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  M. 
Thompson,  passed  away  in  1S90,  leaving  two 
children  —  Edward  T.  and  Samuel  H.  Jack- 
son, Jr.  Her  father,  Edward  Thompson,  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  whence  he  emigrated  to 
this  country  in  1826,  locating  near  Pittsburg, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 
In  their  religious  beliefs  the  parents  were 
sound  Presbyterians. 

Edward  T.  Jackson,  who  has  lived  in  Wil- 
kinsburg since  he  was  a  child,  obtained  the 
rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  Afterward  he  completed  the  course 
of  the  West  Philadelphia  Academy,  from 
which  he  graduated  with  the  class  of  1879. 
With  the  purpose  of  fitting  himself  for  a 
business  career,  he  then  took  a  course  at  a 
commercial  college.  After  leaving  that  insti- 
tution, he  was  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  for  one  year 
and  in  that  of  the  Allegheny  Valley  Railroad 
Company  for  the  succeeding  year.  In  the 
latter  year  Mr.  Jackson  made  his  first  venture 
in  the  real  estate  business,  but  discontinued  it 
to  become  a  clerk  for  Arbuckle  &  Co.,  for 
whom  he  worked  three  years.  Later  he  filled 
a  similar  position  in  the  Carnegie  establish- 
ment for  seven   years.      Prior  to   his   last   en- 
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gagement,  however,  Mr.  Jackson  invested  a 
little  in  Wilkinsbiirg  property  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  "boom"  in  this  city,  and 
met  with  much  success.  In  1892,  on  account 
of  his  health,  he  gave  up  his  situation  with 
the  Carnegie'  Company,  and  spent  a  year  in 
Florida,  regaining  his  former  vigor.  On  re- 
turning to  his  home,  he  purchased  the  real  es- 
tate agency  of  W.  E.  Hamnett,  which  he  has 
since  managed  in  connection  with  an  exten- 
sive fire  insurance  business.  The  latter  has 
so  rapidly  increased  since  that  it  demands 
the  larger  part  of  his  time  and  attention. 

On  June  25,  1S90,  Mr.  Jackson  married 
Miss  Honora  S.,  daughter  of  Captain  Z.  W. 
and  Mary  (Wall)  Carmack.  Mr.  Carmack  is 
the  Pittsburg  agent  of  the  Monongahela 
Packet  Company.  Mr.  Jackson  is  a  straight 
Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum  and  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  He  is  particularly  active  in 
the  Sunday-school  connected  therewith,  having 
been  its  secretary  and  treasurer  for  a  number 
of  years. 

ILLIAM  H.  WEBER,  M.D.,  an 
active  and  successful  physician  and 
surgeon  of  Allegheny  County, 
Pennsylvania,  is  located  at  looi  Carson  Street, 
Pittsburg,  the  city  of  his  birth,  which  oc- 
curred June  8,  1864.  By  both  parents  he 
comes  of  German  ancestry.  John  Weber,  the 
Doctor's  father,  was  born  and  educated  in 
Wiirtemberg,  Germany,  and  there  learned  the 
blacksmith's  trade.  In  184S  he  left  the 
Fatherland,  coming  directly  to  this  county, 
and  in  1S51  located  permanently  in  Pittsburg, 
on  the  South  Side,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death,  October  14,  1896,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.  His  wife,  in  maidenhood 
Eva  Doesch,  was  a  native  of   Bavaria,  where 


her  parents  lived  and  died.  She  bore  her  hus- 
band six  children,  namely:  Sabina,  now  the 
wife  of  John  Hoffman ;  John,  who  died  in 
1892;  Charles  D.  and  William  H.  ;  Lena, 
the  wife  of  John  Conrad;  and  Henry.  She 
died  in  March,  1S91,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  Both  parents  were  valued  members  of 
the  German  Protestant  Evangelical  church, 
the  mother  being  especially  prominent  in  the 
various  ladies'  societies  connected  with  it, 
serving  several  terms  as  president. 

William  H.  Weber  acquired  his  elementary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city.  He  subsequently  attended  Curry  Insti- 
tute and  Jefferson  College,  Washington,  Pa., 
finishing  in  Adrian,  Mich.  Then  he  travelled 
for  two  years,  handling  an  anatomical  chart, 
making  during  that  time  two  trips  to  Califor- 
nia. Mr.  Weber  was  next  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  a  time,  first  assisting  Professor 
Schmidt  in  a  private  school  and  later  as  an 
instructor  in  Park  Institute  at  Allegheny. 
Resigning  the  latter  position,  he  began  to 
read  medicine  with  the  late  Dr.  E.  A.  Wood, 
and  then  became  a  student  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Western  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1895.  While  in  college  he  became  familiar 
with  the  medicines  used  in  his  profession, 
having  with  others  had  charge  of  the  dispen- 
sary connected  with  the  institution.  As  soon 
as  he  received  his  degree,  he  began  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Pittsburg.  In 
the  comparatively  brief  time  that  has  since 
elapsed,  he  has  secured  the  confidence  and  pa- 
tronage of  a  large  circle,  making  rapid  strides 
in  his  profession.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Allegheny  County  Medical  Society,  the  South 
Side  Medical  Society,  the  Order  of  American 
Mechanics,  and  of  the  Heptasophs.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  thorough  Republican,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
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On  April  29,  1895,  Dr.  Weber  married 
Miss  Eleanor  Wolfe  Cottrell,  daughter  of 
William  P.  and  Agnes  (Wolfe)  Cottrell. 
Her  grandfather,  the  late  Dr.  Wolfe,  was  the 
first  physician  to  locate  on  the  South  Side, 
and  was  for  forty  years  one  of  the  leading 
practitioners  of  Pittsburg.  Her  grandmother's 
brother  was  Mayor  Blackmore,  one  of  the 
early  mayors  of  the  city. 


RNOLD  SCHNEIDER,  the  Vice-Con- 
sul  of  Belgium  for  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  born  December  30,  1863, 
near  the  city  of  Bienne,  in  the  canton  of 
Berne,  Switzerland,  son  of  Alexander  Schnei- 
der. The  Schneiders,  who  are  an  ancient  and 
honored  family  of  Switzerland,  have  been  for 
at  least  six  generations  connected  with  some 
of  the  largest  flour-mills  of  that  republic. 
Jacob  Schneider,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
Arnold,  was  for  several  years  a  Captain  in  the 
guards  of  Napoleon  I. 

Alexander  Schneider,  who  succeeded  to  the 
flouring  business  established  by  his  ancestors, 
during  the  late  Franco-German  War  had  a 
contract  with  the  Swiss  government  to  furnish 
the  provisions  for  the  army  of  General  Bour- 
baki,  who  preferred  to  surrender  to  Switzer- 
land rather  than  to  the  German  forces.  The 
army  marched  directly  past  his  house;  and  his 
son  Arnold,  then  but  a  lad,  well  remembers 
the  terrible  destitution  and  sufferings  of  the 
men.  Alexander's  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Marie  May  Steiger,  is  a  daughter  of  the 
late  John  Ulrich  Steiger.  John  Ulrich 
Steiger  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Bleichenbuch,  canton  of  Berne, 
and  the  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  of  that  section,  his  ancestry  being 
identical  with  that  of  the  Von  Steiger  family. 
The   children    of   Alexander   and    Marie    May 


Schneider  were:  Arnold,  the  subject  of  this 
biographical  sketch;  Lina,  now  the  wife  of 
W.  T.  Peacock,  a  graduate  of  Annapolis,  and 
now  a  resident  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.  ;  and 
Robert,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
Religiously,  the  parents  are  followers  of  the 
Protestant  Reformed  church  of  Switzerland. 

Arnold  Schneider  received  his  elementary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
canton,  which  are  nowhere  excelled.  Subse- 
quently he  graduated  from  the  Berne  Gymna- 
sium, which  corresponds  to  the  university  of 
this  country.  He  then  read  law  in  Switzer- 
land, studying  at  Bienne,  Moutier,  and 
Berne,  becoming  familiar  with  the  general  law 
of  his  native  land  and  with  the  Code  Napo- 
leon. He  was  also  interested  in  military 
tactics,  and  until  he  came  to  this  country  was 
a  most  prominent  and  popular  member  of 
the  Artillery  Cadets,  a  company  composed  of 
five  hundred  students  or  past  students  of  the 
Berne  Gymnasium.  In  this  organization  he 
gained  distinction  by  winning  the  first  prize 
at  a  rifle  practice  in  Chaux-de-Fonds,  in  the 
canton  of  Neuchatel.  In  1886  Mr.  Schneider 
came  to  Pittsburg,  accepting  a  position  with 
Max  Schamberg,  taking  charge  of  his  foreign 
business,  his  specialty  being  international 
law  and  foreign  collections.  He  was  ap- 
pointed Consul  Regent  in  the  Belgium  service 
in  1888,  and  in  1891  he  was  promoted  to  his 
present  imjjortant  office.  He  continued  with 
Mr.  Schamberg  until  the  latter  year,  wlien  he 
took  the  entire  business,  which  he  has  since 
carried  on  most  successfully.  Since  June, 
1892,  his  duties  as  Vice-Consul  have  demanded 
much  of  his  time  and  thought,  the  office  being 
particularly  important,  as  this  city  is  an  indus- 
trial centre,  and  he  has  to  keep  his  home 
government  constantly  informed  on  the  busi- 
ness situation.  Mr.  Schneider  likewise  rep- 
resents   the    F'rench    embassy   and    the    Swiss 
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minister  at  Washington,  being  also  a  general 
correspondent  for  ministers  and  consuls,  and 
representing  such  countries  as  have  no  other 
representative  here.  The  French  govern- 
ment, appreciating  his  fidelity  to  its  inter- 
ests, some  time  since  offered  him  an  order, 
of  which  his  democratic  principles  forbade 
his  acceptance.  In  1894,  December  25,  in 
recognition  of  his  valuable  services  the  same 
government,  through  its  representative  at 
Washington,  Monsieur  Patenotre,  presented 
him  with  a  valuable  vase  of  an  elegant  and 
elaborate  design,  made  at  the  national  factory 
of  Sevres. 

Mr.  Schneider  is  one  of  the  leading  Masons 
of  the  city.  He  was  received  into  the  order 
in  Dallas  Lodge,  No.  568,  in  the  year  18S8. 
Since  then  the  thirty-second  degree  has  been 
conferred  upon  him,  and  he  has  been  admitted 
to  the  Scottish  Rite  Consistory,  the  Consistory 
of  the  Valley  of  Pittsburg,  to  Syria  Temple, 
and  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Also  prominent  in 
many  of  the  social  organizations  of  Pittsburg, 
he  is  the  president  of  the  Verein  Frohsinn, 
an  honorary  member  of  the  P'rench  and  Swiss 
Societies,  and  a  member  of  the  Country  and 
the  Americus  Clubs.  He  is  very  influential 
in  musical  circles,  and  it  was  largely 
through  his  efforts  that  the  Twenty-sixth 
National  Sangerfest,  held  in  this  city  in 
1896,  was  such  a  grand  success.  On  that  oc- 
casion Mr.  Schneider  was  chief  marshal  of 
the  parade,  in  which  about  sixteen  thousand 
people  took  part,  and  performed  his  duties 
with  credit  to  himself  and  honor  to  the 
city.  The  chorus,  composed  of  three  thou- 
sand voices,  was  the  largest  ever  congregated 
here,  and  included  some  of  the  most  gifted 
artists  ever  heard  in  this  section  of  the  Key- 
stone State. 

On  June  4,  iSgr,  Mr.  Schneider  married 
Miss    Eleanor    Henrietta    Brecht,    who   is    of 


German  antecedents,  and  a  daughter  of  Louis 
Brecht,  of  Pittsburg.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schneider 
have  one  child,  Meta  Amelia,  who  was  born 
March  22,  1892.  Their  attractive  and  hos- 
pitable home,  4205  Fifth  Avenue,  is  located 
in  one  of  the  most  desirable  residential  por- 
tions of  the  city,  opposite  Schenley  Park  en- 
trance. 


(glVLBERT    HOMER    BURKET,    M.D., 
t^      the     oldest    practising    physician     of 

'^  '^  V^  McKee's  Rocks,  was  born  in  Fal- 
lowfield,  near  Monongahela  City,  Washington 
County,  October  i,  1847,  son  of  David  and 
Elizabeth  (Hess)  Burket.  His  grandfather, 
Jacob  Burket,  who  came  of  German  ancestry, 
was  a  resident  of  York  County  throughout  his 
life,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a  Baptist. 

David  Burket,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  at 
Dillsburg,  York  County,  in  1803.  He  was  a 
well-known  teacher  of  his  day,  and  also  did 
considerable  civil  engineering  and  surveying. 
At  an  early  date  he  came  to  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, where,  besides  teaching  English  and 
German,  he  laid  out  many  new  roads  and 
boundaries.  He  was  a  mathematician  of  un- 
usual ability.  In  later  life  he  settled  on  a 
farm,  and  remained  there  until  his  death  in 
1883.  He  was  not  actively  engaged  in 
politics,  but  he  took  a  strong  interest  in  the 
educational  affairs  of  the  county.  In  religious 
belief  he  was  a  Methodist,  as  was  also  his  wife, 
Elizabeth.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  Hess, 
a  native  of  Lebanon  County,  Pennsylvania, 
who  came  to  Western  Pennsylvania  when  a 
young  man.  John  Hess  worked  first  at 
coopering,  and  then  was  prosperously  engaged 
in  the  hotel  business,  by  which  he  acquired  a 
fortune.  In  politics  he  was  successively  a 
Whig  and  a  Republican.  He  married  a  Miss 
Thorn,  of  Butler  County,  a  daughter  of  a 
wealthy  family.      Elizabeth  Hess  was  born  on 
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what  is  called  Ginger  Hill,  and  lived  there 
until  her  marriage.  She  died  in  i8gi,  at  the 
age  of  eighty.  Of  her  five  children  John  H., 
Mary  A.,  Albert  H.,  and  Lydia  A.  reached 
maturity.  John  H.  is  now  in  Robinson  town- 
ship, this  county,  where  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  for  twenty-five 
years.  Before  that  he  was  a  prominent  and 
very  successful  teacher.  Mary  A.,  now  de- 
ceased, married  Harvey  Williams,  of  Wash- 
ington County.  At  her  death  she  left  two 
children,  a  girl  of  three  years,  and  a  son,  now 
Dr.  J.  A.  Williams,  a  successful  physician  at 
Esplen  borough.  Lydia  A.,  who  became  the 
wife  of  James  Provost,  of  Pittsburg,  South 
Side,  died  in  1S72,  without  children. 

Dr.  Burket  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  academy,  and  Oakdale  Normal 
School.  He  then  taught  school  for  two  terms 
in  Allegheny  and  two  terms  in  Washington 
County.  During  the  last  term  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  with  his  brother.  Subse- 
quently, in  1874-75,  he  took  his  first  lecture 
course  at  Miami  Medical  College,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio;  and  he  graduated  from  that  institution 
in  1877.  On  April  2  of  that  year  he  came  to 
McKee's  Rocks,  which  had  then  no  railroad 
or  street  car  facilities,  no  drug  store,  and  no 
physician.  Here  he  opened  a  drug  store,  and 
carried  it  on  for  six  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  rivals  in  the  business  appeared,  and  he 
thereafter  found  it  more  convenient  to  devote 
his  entire  time  to  his  practice.  A  witness 
of  important  changes  in  this  well-known 
borough,  he  remembers  well  when  the  roads 
in  the  vicinity  were  so  bad  that  at  some  sea- 
sons it  was  an  arduous  task  to  make  his  pro- 
fessional visits.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Miami  Medical  College  Alumni  and  for  the 
past  ten  years  of  the  Allegheny  County  Medi- 
cal Society. 

On   October   11,   1878,  Dr.    Burket  married 


Mary  Jane  Bruce,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Martha  (Graham)  Bruce,  of  McKee's  Rocks. 
Mr.  Bruce,  one  of  the  early  residents  of  Mc- 
Kee's Rocks,  was  a  Scotchman  from  the  north 
of  Ireland,  and  a  good  business  man.  John 
Graham,  the  father  of  Martha,  owned  a  large 
farm  near  Perrysville.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Burket 
have  two  children:  Blanche  Estella,  born  in 
1879;  ^""^l  Hazel  Evangeline,  born  in  1892. 
Both  parents  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  McKee's  Rocks. 


fs^OHN  COOPER,  M.D.,  an  eminent 
physician,  located  at  54  Arch  Street, 
Allegheny,  makes  a  specialty  of  treat- 
ing all  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose,  and 
throat.  He  was  born  in  this  city,  October  29, 
1854,  son  of  Dr.  John  F.  Cooper.  Philip 
Cooper,  the  Doctor's  paternal  grandfather, 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  being  of  German 
origin  on  his  father's  side  and  on  his 
mother's  of  Quaker  stock.  After  working  at 
his  trade  of  carpenter  for  a  time  in  Ohio,  he 
settled  in  Beaver  County,  being  a  pioneer  of 
that  locality,  and  there  attained  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years. 

Dr.  John  F.  Cooper  acquired  his  rudimen- 
tary education  in  Ohio,  his  native  State. 
After  receiving  his  degree  in  medicine  he  en- 
tered practice  in  Allegheny,  where  he  has 
since  been  actively  engaged  in  his  profes- 
sional labors  for  forty-three  years.  Now 
seventy-four  years  of  age,  he  is  the  oldest 
practising  physician  in  the  city.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  State  Medical  Society  and  of 
the  County  Medical  Society,  and  at  the  pres- 
ent time  he  is  a  valued  member  of  the  State 
Examining  Board  and  one  of  the  staff  of  the 
Homoeopathic  Hospital  of  Pittsburg.  His 
wife,  Sarah,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
seventy-two  years  ago,  daughter  of  John  John- 
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son,  a  prosperous  farmer,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years.  Seven  children  were  born  of 
their  marriage,  six  of  whom  are  now  living. 
These  are:  Philip  L.,  Henry,  John,  George, 
William,  and  Sidney.  The  parents  are  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  church. 

John  Cooper  was  reared  in  Allegheny  City, 
obtaining  his  elementary  education  in  a  pri- 
vate school.  Afterward  he  studied  at  the 
Western  University,  and  then  entered  Hahne- 
mann Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1879.  On  receiving 
his  diploma.  Dr.  Cooper  at  once  established 
himself  as  a  physician  in  his  native  city, 
where  he  has  since  acquired  a  large  practice, 
and  labored  with  most  satisfactory  results  in 
his  professional  work.  After  spending  fifteen 
years  in  general  practice,  he  gave  his  entire 
attention  to  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose,  and 
throat,  of  which  he  had  made  a  special  study, 
with  the  result  that  he  has  been  quite  success- 
ful, and  obtained  a  wide  reputation. 

In  November,  1874,  Dr.  Cooper  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Minerva  J.  Johnson, 
daughter  of  Adrian  and  Elizabeth  (Martin) 
Johnson.  The  only  child  born  of  the  union 
was  Sadie,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  R.  H. 
Peale,  of  Denver,  Col.  Mrs.  Cooper  died 
April  7,  1S96.  She  was  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  church.  The  Doctor 
is  also  a  member  of  that  church,  and  the 
treasurer  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Stewards,  and  the  secre- 
tary of  its  Quarterly  Conference.  In  politics 
he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


fHOMAS     WIGHTMAN,    of    Pittsburg, 
now  claimed  to  be  the  oldest  manufact- 
urer of  glass  in   the   country,  was  born 
in    County    Down,    Ireland,    about    ten    miles 
from  the  city  of  Belfast.      His  father,  James 


Wightman,  also  a  native  of  the  County  Down, 
was  there  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1825.  when  he  came  to  America. 
James  settled  in  Pittsburg  in  1840,  on  what  is 
now  Penn  Avenue,  moving  to  North  Highland 
Avenue,  being  the  first  to  locate  in  that  vicin- 
ity. He  lived  somewhat  retired  from  active 
pursuits  until  his  death,  in  the  eighty-eighth 
year  of  his  age.  He  was  of  Scotch  origin 
and  a  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  He  married  Miss  Martha  Smiley, 
whose  birthplace  was  Scriber  Hill  in  Down, 
and  became  the  father  of  ten  children.  One 
of  these  died  in  infancy,  before  the  removal  of 
the  family  from  the  old  home.  Their  son 
Robert,  who  was  an  engine  builder  of  some 
prominence  at  Point  of  River,  at  his  death 
left  a  large  estate,  which  Thomas,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  is  settling.  Another  son, 
Samuel,  was  very  successfully  engaged  in  the 
transportation  business  for  many  years.  The 
mother  died  in  1830,  having  then  been  in 
Pittsburg  but  five  years. 

Thomas  Wightman,  the  only  remaining 
member  of  his  parents'  household,  was  edu- 
cated in  a  school-house  that  stood  opposite  the 
present  site  of  Marshall  &  Kennedy's  flour- 
mill.  He  was  a  bright,  studious  boy,  and 
was  naturally  fond  of  mathematics,  in  which 
he  became  especially  proficient.  On  leaving 
the  common  schools,  he  worked  for  two  years 
as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store.  He  then  entered 
the  glass  works  of  William  McCully,  who  set 
him  to  work  at  packing.  Two  weeks  later,  Mr. 
McCully  being  called  to  New  Orleans,  he  was 
placed  in  the  office,  and  given  the  entire 
charge  of  the  business.  On  the  return  of  the 
proprietor  he  was  so  much  pleased  with  Mr. 
Wightman's  management  that  he  retained  him 
as  superintendent  of  the  factory.  In  1840  he 
was  received  into  the  firm,  when  the  name 
became  William   McCully  &   Co.     The  part- 
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nership  lasted  until  1S51,  when  Mr.  Wight- 
man,  in  company  with  Frederick  Lorenz,  a 
former  partner  of  Mr.  McCully,  started  in  the 
glass  business  as  Lorenz  &  Wightman.  They 
erected  two  new  factories,  one  for  manufactur- 
ing window  glass  and  one  for  bottle  glass, 
besides  using  an  old  window-glass  factory. 
After  the  death  of  the  senior  partner  the  firm 
was  reorganized,  a  son  of  Mr.  Lorenz  succeed- 
ing his  father.  This  son  lived  but  a  few 
years.  After  his  death,  in  1863,  the  firm  was 
again  changed,  Atwood  Lorenz,  another  son 
of  Frederick  Lorenz,  and  Alexander  and  W.  K. 
Nimick  becoming  members:  and  the  business 
was  continued  under  the  name  of  Lorenz  & 
Wightman  for  several  years,  requiring  the  em- 
ployment of  two  hundred  or  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men.  Since  1893  Mr.  Wightman  has 
conducted  the  factory  alone,  under  the  title  of 
the  T.  Wightman  Glass  Company.  He  has 
built  at  Monongahela  one  of  the  finest  Bel- 
gian tank  furnace  factories  to  be  found  in  the 
country.  In  this  place  he  manufactures 
window  glass,  and  keeps  two  hundred  and 
twenty  men  busily  employed.  At  Parker's 
Landing  he  has  a  factory,  in  which  one  hun- 
dred men  are  at  work  making  flint-glass 
bottles.  He  also  conducts  a  large  and  profit- 
able jobbing  trade  at  209  Wood  Street, 
whither  he  removed  from  a  former  store  of 
his,  which  was  established  on  the  same  street 
in  1854.  In  the  management  of  his  large  in- 
terests Mr.  Wightman  has  the  assistance  of 
four  of  his  sons:  James  Smiley,  who  is  oflfice 
manager;  Samuel  R. ,  William  H.,  and 
Thomas,  Jr.,  who  have  charge  of  the  factory 
at  Monongahela. 

Mr.  Wightman  has  been  a  director  of  the 
First  National  Bank  since  1857.  He  is  also 
the  vice-president  of  the  People's  Savings 
Bank,  which  he  helped  to  found;  and  he  is  a 
director  and  the  vice-president  of  the  Safe  De- 


posit and  Trust  Company,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  organizers.  Since  1863,  prior  to 
its  becoming  a  State  institution,  Mr.  Wight- 
man  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the  State  Reform  School,  and  for  the 
past  twenty-two  years  the  president  of  the 
Board.  In  politics  he  was  in  former  years  a 
Whig,  as  were  his  father  and  brothers;  and 
now  he  and  his  sons  are  stanch  Republicans. 
For  more  than  a  score  of  years  he  has  been  an 
active  member  of  the  Bellefield  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  contributed  generously  toward 
the  erection  of  the  church  edifice,  and  is  now 
the  Ruling  Pllder  of  the  Society  and  the  presi- 
dent of  its  Board  of  Trustees. 

On  July  30,  184s,  Mr.  Wightman  married 
Miss  Isabella  Ruth,  daughter  of  John  Russell, 
who  was  a  prominent  merchant  on  Liberty 
Street  for  many  years.  Of  his  nine  children 
eight  are  living.  Those  not  already  men- 
tioned are:  the  Rev.  John  R.,  Algernon  Sid- 
ney, Mary,  Anna  J.,  and  Isabella  Ruth. 
Mary  died  in  1890.  The  Rev.  John  R. 
Wightman  is  the  rector  of  the  Episcopal 
church  at  Unioutown.  Mr.  Wightman  built 
his  present  residence  on  grounds  covering  ten 
acres,  situated  on  Forbes  Street,  between 
Wightman  and  Murray  Streets,  beautifully 
laid  out,  doing  much  credit  to  the  artistic 
taste  of  the  proprietor,  and  being  an  ornament 
to  the  city. 

-AMES  OLVER  FLOWER,  D.D.S., 
one  of  the  best  known  dentists  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War, 
was  born  in  Edgevvorth,  Pa.,  son  of  George 
and  Jane  Mary  S.  (Olver)  Flower.  The 
grandfather,  George  Flower  (first),  who  was  a 
native  of  England,  resided  in  that  country 
until  he  was  thirty  years  old.  He  then  joined 
a  party  which  was  organized  for  the  purpose 
of  founding  a  colony   in   the   United    States; 
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and  this  company,  with  the  families  of  its 
members,  settled  at  what  is  now  Mount  Ver- 
non, Posey  County,  111.  The  State  of  Illinois 
was  at  that  time  an  almost  unbroken  wilder- 
ness, inhabited  only  by  hostile  Indians  and 
wild  animals.  Grandfather  Flower  erected  a 
log  house,  and  cleared  a  tract  of  land  for  agri- 
cultural purposes.  He  was  the  principal  man 
in  the  settlement,  and  was  the  first  resident 
of  Illinois  who  emancipated  a  negro  from 
slavery,  which  prevailed  in  the  State  at  that 
time.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Jane 
Dawson.  He  reared  two  sons  —  George  and 
Richard.  Richard  met  his  death  at  the  hands 
of  the  Indians. 

George  Flower  (second),  James  O.  Flower's 
father,  was  born  in  England  in  1808.  At  the 
age  of  ten  years  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
America.  He  acquired  his  early  education  at 
home.  In  his  eighteenth  year  he  came  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine. Later  he  entered  Jefferson  College  in 
Philadelphia,  where  he  duly  graduated  in  com- 
pany with  Dr.  Jno.  Dickson,  who  afterward 
became  a  noted  surgeon  of  this  city.  After 
spending  some  time  associated  in  practice  with 
Dr.  Dickson  in  Allegheny  City,  he  located  in 
what  is  now  the  Thirty-si.xth  Ward  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  followed  his  profession  successfully 
in  that  locality  for  twenty  years.  Then, 
owing  to  his  impaired  health,  he  relinquished 
general  practice,  and,  associating  himself  with 
Professor  VVellesley,  M.D.,  and  Dr.  La  Mott, 
devoted  his  attention  to  the  treatment  of 
pulmonary  diseases.  In  this  specialty  he  ac- 
quired a  high  reputation;  and  he  continued  in 
practice  until  1872,  at  which  time  he  retired. 
He  was  commissioned  an  army  surgeon  in 
1864.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  James 
Olver,  a  wealthy  man,  who  was  a  native  of 
Plymouth,  England,  and  accompanied  the 
Flower   family  to  America.     Both  the  Olver 


and  Flower  families  were  quite  prominent  in 
their  native  localities  in  England.  Members 
of  the  Flower  family  who  remained  in  the  old 
country  were  intimate  friends  of  the  cele- 
brated Dr.  Charles  Darwin.  Dr.  Flower  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  three  sons, 
namely:  Cornelius,  who  is  no  longer  living; 
George  K.,  a  resident  of  Pittsburg;  and  James 
O.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Both  the 
grandfather  and  father  were  supporters  of  the 
old   Whig  party. 

After  receiving  his  early  education  under 
the  tuition  of  his  parents,  James  Olver  Flower 
attended  Bradley  College.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  commenced  the  study  of  dentis- 
try with  Dr.  Robert  Vandervoor.,  one  of  the 
leading  practitioners  of  Pittsburg,  and  ac- 
quired a  good  knowledge  of  the  profession. 
He  then  associated  himself  with  Dr.  Wright, 
a  physician  and  dentist,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War.  In  1861  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  K,  Si.xty-third  Regiment,  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  for  three  years.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  service  he  became 
associated  with  Dr.  Vandervoort.  Upon  the 
retirement  of  the  latter,  about  the  year  1876, 
he  succeeded  to  the  entire  practice.  Dr. 
Flower  married  Sarah  Schinneller,  a  daughter 
of  John  Schinneller,  of  Pittsburg.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  a  very  active 
part  in  reform  movements. 


^RS.  AMELIA  LOUISE  (COWAN) 
SWARTZWELDER,  of  Pitts- 
burg, whose  late  husband,  Mar- 
shall Swartzwelder,  was  for  many  years  one  of 
the  first  criminal  lawyers  in  the  State,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Woodville,  now  a  part  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburg.  Born  in  1822,  she  is  a  daughter 
of  Christopher  and  Elize  (Kirkpatrick)  Cowan. 


MARSHALL    SWARTZWELDER. 
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The  father,  a  native  of  Ireland  and  of  Scotch 
ancestry,  was  a  well-educated  man,  and  owned 
a  large  estate  in  his  native  place.  When  he 
came  to  Pittsburg,  he  started  an  iron  and  nail 
factory  at  Birmingham,  which  was  one  of  the 
earliest  manufacturing  enterprises  of  Pitts- 
burg. To  this  establishment  he  afterward 
added  a  rolling-mill.  Subsequently,  in  1810, 
he  married  Miss  Elize  Kirkpatrick,  daughter 
of  Major  Abraham  Kirkpatrick,  of  an  old 
Pittsburg  family,  whose  homestead  at  Wood- 
ville  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Cowan.  Mr. 
Cowan  was  one  of  the  founders  and  an  early 
pew-holder  of  the  old  Trinity  Church.  He 
owned  a  large  amount  of  property  in  Pitts- 
burg, Mount  Washington,  and  Woodville,  all 
now  within  the  city  limits.  Late  in  life  he 
built  a  large  and  handsome  residence  beside 
the  Monongahela  River.  He  died  in  1834, 
when  Airs.  Swartzwelder  was  twelve  years 
old,  leaving  four  other  children,  namely: 
Mrs.  Mary  Renshaw;  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Ebbs,  of  Philadelphia;  Margaret,  the  wife  of 
Judge  Mason,  of  Baltimore;  and  Richard 
Cowan,  an  attorney  of  Philadelphia. 

In  1846  Miss  Amelia  Louise  Cowan  mar- 
ried Marshall  Swartzwelder,  who  was  born  at 
Carlisle,  March  13,  18 19,  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Marshall)  Swartzwelder.  Marshall 
Swartzwelder  came  of  German  descent.  The 
father,  who  was  a  native  of  this  State  and  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  clergyman,  lived  near 
Lancaster  in  early  life,  and  was  a  well-known 
pioneer  minister  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania. 
He  owned  a  place  called  Hamilton  Hall,  on 
the  Monongahela  River,  until  his  son  Mar- 
shall was  twelve  years  of  age.  Then  they  re- 
moved to  Hagerstown,  where  Marshall  Svv^artz- 
welder  completed  his  college  preparatory 
course.  After  graduating  from  Princeton 
College  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts, 
he  read  law  with  a  Mr.  Price,  of   Hagerstown, 


and  was  subsequently  admitted  to  the  bar 
after  an  examination  by  Judge  Buchanan. 
Coming  to  Pittsburg  in  1840,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Walter  Forward,  with  whom 
he  was  associated  until  his  election  to  the 
State  legislature,  in  which  he  served  in  1848 
and  1849.  Thereafter  he  practised  indepen- 
dently, and  for  twenty-five  years  his  reputation 
in  the  criminal  law  courts  was  second  to  none. 
Mr.  Swartzwelder  was  an  earnest  student  of 
literature.  He  was  gifted  with  a  retentive 
memory,  and  his  eloquent  speeches  are  re- 
membered as  models  of  profound  reasoning 
and  elegant  diction.  He  was  a  strong  Repub- 
lican until  the  nomination  of  Greeley,  for 
whom  he  took  the  stump,  afterward  making 
many  political  speeches  for  Grant.  He  was 
connected  with  some  of  the  greatest  criminal 
trials  in  the  State,  and  appeared  in  every 
murder  trial  for  twenty-five  years,  saving 
many  lives.  His  practice  took  him  to  every 
part  of  the  State.  During  the  Murphy  move- 
ment he  became  prominent  as  the  prosecutor 
for  the  Law  and  Order  Society,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  secured  the  first  conviction  in  the 
"waiter-girl  cases."  During  the  great  rail- 
road riots  he  was  the  lawyer  for  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad  Company,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  controversy  between  the  contend- 
ing parties.  Mr.  Swartzwelder  continued  in 
active  practice  of  his  profession  until  shortly 
before  his  death,  and  his  last  plea  was  made 
in  the  Nutt  case  of  Uniontown.  He  made 
his  family  home  in  Pittsburg  until  1857. 
Then  he  resided  for  ten  years  in  Hazelwood, 
after  which  he  returned  to  the  East  End.  He 
died  at  his  home  at  Sewickley,  September  30, 
1884,  after  five  weeks  of  illness  caused  by  a 
broken  leg.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swartzwelder  had 
four  children  —  Elizabeth,  Mary  A.,  Richard 
C,  and  Amelia  Cowan.  Elizabeth  is  now 
the  wife  of  George  W.  Beckwith,  of  Wilkins- 
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burg.  Mr.  Swartzwelder  supported  the  Trin- 
ity (Episcopal)  Church,  which  his  wife  regu- 
larly attended. 

4  ^  m  ^» 

-pVrjARKLEY  C.  CAMERON,  M.D., 
t  j  :z^  one  of  the  younger  physicians  of 
gi  'tJjr'  V,^^^  Pittsburg,  was  born  April  7,  1861, 
in  Allegheny,  Pa.,  son  of  James  and  Sarah  J. 
(Woods)  Cameron.  John  Cameron,  the  grand- 
father, a  stone-mason  by  trade,  came  from 
Scotland  with  his  wife.  He  had  four  sons  — 
Samuel,  Jacob,  James,  and  William;  and  two 
daughters  —  Eliza  and  Mary.  Mary  and  the 
four  sons  are  now  deceased.  Eliza  is  the 
widow  of  William  Bailey.  James  was  a  roller 
in  the  Crescent  Steel  Works  of  Pittsburg  for 
fifteen  years.  He  died  in  March,  1894,  hav- 
ing survived  his  wife,  who  died  in  April, 
1891.  Of  their  twelve  children  seven  are 
now  living,  namely:  Alice,  the  wife  of  A.  S. 
Mundorff,  an  expert  accountant  of  Pittsburg; 
F"rank  B.,  a  roller  of  Pittsburg;  Dr.  Markley 
C,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  the  Rev.  H.  N. 
Cameron,  a  Methodist  Episcopal  minister  of 
Somerset,  Pa.;  Sarah  J.,  who  is  unmarried, 
and  resides  at  the  old  homestead;  Anna  M., 
the  wife  of  H.  W.  Mitchell,  an  attorney-at- 
law  of  Pittsburg;  and  William  B. ,  a  medical 
student.  Four  children  died  in  childhood, 
and  Bessie  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  of  typhoid  fever. 

Markley  C.  Cameron  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Pittsburg,  graduating  from  the  high 
school  in  1879.  Subsequently  he  graduated 
from  Allegheny  College,  Meadville,  Pa.,  in 
the  class  of  1S81,  and  from  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  class  of  1885.  After 
passing  a  year  in  the  capacity  of  resident  phy- 
sician in  the  West  Penn  Hospital,  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  Pittsburg.  Dr.  Cameron  is 
a  member  of  the  Allegheny  County  Medical 
Society,  of  the   Pittsburg  Academy  of   Medi- 


cine, and  of  the  Austin  Flint  Medical  Club. 
He  is  also  demonstrator  of  the  diseases  of 
women  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  society.  On  April  16,  1891, 
he  married  Harriet  O.  Williams,  daughter  of 
W.  F.  Williams,  the  manager  of  the  Standard 
Oil  Works.  Their  only  child  is  Bessie 
Williams. 


ILLIAM  FERRIS  AULL,  a  vet- 
eran of  the  Civil  War  and  a  promi- 
nent business  man  of  Pittsburg,  was 
born  April  9,  1848,  in  Charlestown,  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  son  of  James  and  Phoebe 
(Ferris)  Aull.  Having  given  the  best  proof 
of  his  own  patriotism  by  fighting  for  the 
Union,  one  is  not  surprised  to  find  that  he 
comes  of  good  patriotic  stock.  His  great- 
grandfather, John  Aull,  who  resided  in  Phila- 
delphia, fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War  as  a 
private  of  Captain  Ashmead's  company  of  the 
Second  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Walter  Stewart. 

William  Aull,  a  son  of  John,  born  in  1786, 
was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Western 
Pennsylvania.  For  many  years  he  was  the 
proprietor  of  a  hotel  at  Frankfort,  near  Mar- 
tinsburg,  Va.  He  was  also  extensively  en- 
gaged as  a  contractor.  In  this  latter  capacity 
he  had  a  large  share  of  the  work  of  construct- 
ing the  National  Turnpike.  A  man  of  ability 
and  refinement,  and  possessed  of  considerable 
means,  he  exercised  much  influence  in  the  dis- 
trict. He  vVas  one  of  the  most  prominent 
representatives  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  in 
Virginia  sixty  years  ago.  On  May  13,  1813, 
in  Westmoreland  County,  where  he  had  set- 
tled, he  married  Elizabeth  Hunter,  by  whom 
he  became  the  father  of  one  son  and  five 
daughters.        The     latter    were:      Elizabeth, 
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Mary,  Martha,  Jane,  and  Sarah.  The  son, 
James,  was  born  February  27,  18 17,  in  West- 
moreland County,  and  is  still  living  in  Pitts- 
burg. After  conducting  a  prosperous  busi- 
ness in  live  stock  for  fifty  years,  he  retired 
upon  a  fair  competence.  In  that  period  he 
became  known  to  every  prominent  man  en- 
gaged in  the  same  business  between  New 
York  and  Chicago,  acquiring  a  high  reputa- 
tion for  honorable  dealing  and  general  integ- 
rity. In  1846,  May  27,  he  married  Phoebe 
Ferris,  a  school  teacher  of  Geauga  County, 
Ohio,  and  a  descendant  of  the  famous  Ferris 
family  of  New  York.  She  died  in  Pittsburg 
in  1889,  having  been  the  mother  of  si.x  chil- 
dren—  William  F. ,  Charles  H.,  Mary  C, 
Ella  H.,  Elizabeth  H.,  and  Clara  P.  Clara 
became  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Charles  B. 
Mitchell,  D.D.,  a  prominent  Methodist  min- 
ister. The  entire  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

William  Ferris  Aull,  the  eldest  of  his  par- 
ents' children,  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Allegheny  City  and  Phila- 
delphia. In  September,  1863,  though  then 
but  fifteen  years  old,  he  ran  away  from  his 
home  in  Philadelphia,  and  succeeded  in  join- 
ing a  regiment  of  "emergency  men,"  with 
whom  he  patrolled  the  Cumberland  valley  be- 
tween Harrisburg  and  Carlisle  for  twenty 
days.  After  this  he  made  several  unsuccess- 
ful attempts  to  enlist  for  service  in  the  war 
then  going  on,  being  refused  at  every  recruit- 
ing office  on  account  of  his  youth,  without  the 
consent  of  his  parents.  However,  in  the  fol- 
lowing winter,  with  the  assistance  of  a  man 
whom  he  induced  to  act  the  part  of  his  guar- 
dian, he  was  received  in  the  Eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry  to  serve  for  three  years.  After 
much  trouble,  and  aided  by  the  Hon.  William 
D.  Kelly,  then  representing  Philadelphia  in 
Congress,    his    father    secured    his    honorable 


discharge  by  Special  Order  No.  132  of  the 
War  Department,  on  March  30,  1S64.  He 
was  then  sent  to  relatives  in  Ohio,  in  the 
hope  that  his  removal  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
numerous  recruiting  stations  in  Philadelphia 
would  cure  him  of  his  war  fever.  The  hope 
was  not  realized,  as  on  May  2,  1864,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and 
Seventy-first  Regiment,  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, with  which  he  served  until  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term.  Upon  returning  home,  he 
entered  the  Iron  City  Commercial  College  of 
Pittsburg.  After  graduating  from  this  insti- 
tution, he  took  a  special  course  in  civil  en- 
gineering under  the  private  instruction  of 
Samuel  Stevenson,  of  Oil  City,  Pa.  Fully 
qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office, 
he  was  appointed  Assistant  City  Engineer  of 
Pittsburg  in  1867.  In  the  following  year  he 
entered  the  employment  of  the  extensive 
Denny  estate  in  Pittsburg,  which  he  now 
serves  in  the  capacity  of  attorney  in  fact  and 
general  agent.  He  has  held  membership  in 
the  Society  of  P^ngineers  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania and  in  the  Pittsburg  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce for  several  years. 

In  1 868,  April  20,  Mr.  Aull  was  united  in 
matrimony  with  Anna  Martin,  a  native  of 
Chester  County.  Among  Mrs.  Aull's  ances- 
tors were:  Lord  De  La  Warre,  who  in  1610 
was  appointed  the  first  Governor  of  Virginia; 
Henry  Cornish,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in 
1680;  and  John  McFarland,  who  served  in 
the  Fourth  Regiment,  Light  Dragoons,  United 
States  Cavalry,  during  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. Born  of  the  marriage  are  four  children 
—  Charles  Elmer,  John  Albert,  Florence,  and 
Grace.  Like  his  ancestors  for  generations, 
Mr.  Aull  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  pol- 
itics as  a  member  of  the  Republican  party. 
Valuable  public  service  was  rendered  by  him 
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as  Pittsburg  City  Councilman  for  seven  years, 
and  as  State  Senator,  representing  the  Forty- 
fourth  District  for  four  years.  Serving  con- 
tinuously in  the  National  Guard  of  Pennsyl- 
vania from  1870  to  1885,  he  held  in  turn 
every  commission  from  the  rank  of  Second 
Lieutenant  to  that  of  Colonel.  Throughout 
the  seven  weeks'  campaign  of  1877  in  the 
anthracite  coal  regions,  he  commanded  the 
Eighteenth  Regiment.  He  is  a  member  of 
several  secret  societies,  including  the  Masonic 
order.  In  the  latter  he  is  a  Knight  Templar, 
a  brother  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  a  recip- 
ient of  the  thirty-second  degree.  He  is  also 
a  comrade  of  the  Grand  Army,  having  been 
Commander  of  McPherson  Post,  No.  117,  for 
three  years,  an  officer  in  the  Department  of 
Pennsylvania  for  several  years,  and  an 
aide-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the  Commander- 
in-chief.  Mr.  Aull  and  his  family  reside  at 
4259  Fifth  Avenue.  Public-spirited  to  a  high 
degree,  he  has  always  done  his  part  in  further- 
ing the  best  interests  of  the  community. 


"r^TON.  THOMAS  MELLON  is  one  of 
the  oldest  and  best  known  residents 
of  Pittsburg.  He  was  born  Febru- 
ary 3,  1 81 3,  at  Camp  Hill,  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  son  of  Andrew  and  Rebecca 
(Wauchob)  Mellon.  The  house  of  his  birth 
was  situated  on  a  farm  that  had  been  in  the 
possession  of  his  father's  family  since  it  was 
given  to  its  Scotch  founder,  who  was  one  of 
the  Cromwellian  settlers  of  Ulster.  Coerced 
by  the  oppressive  taxation  laid  upon  him  by 
the  English  government  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  its  wars  with  the  first  Napoleon,  like 
many  other  middle-class  farmers  of  the  north 
of  Ireland,  Andrew  Mellon  came  with  his 
wife  and  child  to  this  country  in  the  year 
18 18.      Crossing    the    mountains    into    West- 


moreland County  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year, 
he  invested  his  money  in  a  farm  near  New 
Salem,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life  occupied  in  cultivating  the  soil.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  Besides  Thomas,  they  had  four  other 
children,  namely:  Eleanor  and  Eliza,  both 
residents  of  Allegheny  County,  who  respec- 
tively married  David  Stotter  and  George 
Bowman;  Margaret,  who  married  James 
Shields,  and  spent  her  married  life  in  Califor- 
nia; and  Samuel,  deceased,  who  made  his 
home  in  the  South.  The  father  died  aged 
seventy  years,  and  the  mother,  when  she  was 
seventy-nine  years  old. 

When  Thomas  Mellon  became  a  resident  of 
Westmoreland  County  he  was  less  than  five 
years  of  age.-  From  that  time  until  he  at- 
tained his  twentieth  year,  he  spent  his  sum- 
mers employed  in  work  suited  to  his  capacity 
on  his  father's  farm,  and  his  winters  chiefly 
in  attending  the  log  cabin  school  established 
in  the  neighborhood.  In  1833,  as  he  had 
shown  much  fondness  for  study,  it  was  decided 
that  he  was  better  adapted  for  a  profession 
than  for  the  calling  of  a  farmer.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly sent  to  the  classical  school  at  Mon- 
roeville,  Allegheny  County,  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  Jonathan  Gill.  After  completing  the 
course  of  this  institution,  he  matriculated  at 
the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  then 
situated  on  Third  Street,  Pittsburg,  and  pre- 
sided over  by  Robert  Bruce,  D.D.  Here  he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1837.  Two  years 
before,  while  attending  the  university,  he 
began  to  read  law  with  Judge  Shaler,  the  senior 
partner  of  the  law  firm  Shaler  &  Simpson, 
leading  attorneys  of  that  day;  and  in  Decem- 
ber, 1838,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In- 
stead of  engaging  in  the  profession  immedi- 
ately after,  he  accepted  the  position  of  manag- 
ing clerk  in  the  employment  of  Prothonotary 
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Thomas  Liggett,  the  founder  of  the  well- 
known  Liggett  family  of  East  End,  Pittsburg. 
His  object  in  doing  this  was  to  get  acquainted 
with  the  members  of  the  bar  and  to  gain  more 
experience  in  the  work  of  his  profession.  He 
remained  with  the  prothonotary  until  the  fol- 
lowing June,  when  he  opened  an.  office  on 
Fifth  Avenue,  near  Market  Street,  in  Pitts- 
burg, and  had  a  lucrative  practice  from  the 
start.  In  1858,  when  the  labor  of  attending 
to  his  largely  increased  practice  began  to  seri- 
ously undermine  his  health,  his  friends  of 
both  the  bar  and  bench  prevailed  on  him  to 
become  a  candidate  for  a  judgeship  that  had 
been  recently  created  in  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  No.  i  ;  and  he  was  elected.  After  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  this  office  with  signal 
success  until  the  close  of  his  term,  he  de- 
clined renomination,  and  engaged  in  the  bank- 
ing business  with  his  sons,  with  whom  he  de- 
sired to  be  associated,  that  he  might  guide 
them  clear  of  disaster.  The  banking  firm  of 
T.  Mellon  &  Sons  was  established  in  1886. 
After  wisely  directing  its  affairs  for  a  pro- 
longed period,  Mr.  Mellon  retired,  since 
which  time  it  has  been  managed  by  A.  W.  and 
R.  B.  Mellon.  During  the  eleven  years  of  the 
firm's  existence  its  business  has  largely  in- 
creased both  at  home  and  abroad. 

In  1843  Mr.  Mellon  was  united  in  matri- 
mony with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Negley,  who  proved 
to  him  a  model  helpmate.  She  belongs  to  the 
old  and  numerous  family  of  East  End  de- 
scended from  Jacob  Negley,  who  laid  out  the 
town  of  East  Liberty,  where  he  owned  over  a 
thousand  acres  of  land,  and  in  1820  built  the 
first  steam  grist-mill  operated  in  Western 
Pennsylvania.  By  his  marriage  Mr.  Mellon 
became  the  father  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
Thomas  A.,  James  R.,  Andrew  W.,  and  Rich- 
ard B.  are  living.  The  others  were:  Selwin, 
George  N.,  Emma,  and  Rebecca.      George  N., 


a  bright  young  man  of  great  promise,  died 
April  6,  1887.  As  already  stated,  Andrew 
and  Richard  now  conduct  the  banking  estab- 
lished by  their  father.  The  mother,  now  at 
the  age  of  fourscore,  enjoys  good  health.  In 
religion  Judge  Mellon  is  a  Presbyterian  of 
the  more  liberal  type.  In  politics  he  is  proud 
of  being  a  Republican  since  the  formation  of 
the  party;  while  he  holds  that  party  interests 
must  always  yield  to  public  welfare,  and  is 
a  determined  opponent  of  ring  rule  and  of 
government  for  the  spoils.  It  is  also  worth 
noting  that  the  Judge,  with  his  great  expe- 
rience of  our  legal  processes,  both  as  counsel 
and  a  member  of  the  judiciary,  is  of  opinion 
that  our  jury  system  has  survived  its  useful- 
ness, regarding  it  as  a  relic  of  a  semi-barbar- 
ous age,  protected  by  prejudice  against  the 
evolution  that  all  other  things  have  under- 
gone. He  would  abolish  the  trial  by  a  jury 
of  several  offences,  would  limit  the  number  of 
jurors  in  the  trial  of  others  to  three,  five,  or 
seven,  according  to  the  degree  of  the  offence, 
and  he  would  select  all  jurors  from  members 
of  the  bar,  in  the  manner  of  choosing  arbitra- 
tors under  our  compulsory  arbitration  laws. 
He  now  spends  his  time  chiefly  in  reading, 
which  has  always  been  a  favorite  occupation 
with  him.  Although  in  his  eighty-fifth  year, 
he  is  well-preserved  both  mentally  and  physi- 
cally. The  serene  old  age  he  is  enjoying  is 
the  recompense  of  a  life  of  good  deeds  and 
duties  nobly  done. 


M 


AVID  CHALLINOR,  of  Pittsburg, 
who  at  one  time  took  an  important 
part  in  the  glass  industry  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  a  pioneer  in  silvering  glass  and 
in  the  manufacture  of  "crimped  top"  lamp 
chimneys,  and  is  now  living  in  retirement. 
He  was  born  in  Birmingham,  England,  March 
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1 8,  1830.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Dale)  Challinor,  resided  prior  to  his  birth  in 
Wolverhampton,  the  old  family  home  of  the 
Challinors.  Thomas  Challinor  was  station 
agent  at  Wolverhampton  for  "The  Fly,"  or 
fast  canal  boat  line  managed  by  the  firm  of 
Crowley  &  Pickford,  a  position  similar  to 
that  of  railroad  station  agent  to-day.  Having 
met  with  an  accident  which  made  it  necessary 
for  him  to  resign  this  office,  he  moved  to 
Birmingham,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his 
life.  He  died  when  David  was  a  small  child, 
leaving  two  other  children,  namely:  Charles, 
now  a  resident  of  Pittsburg;  and  Jonathan, 
who  died  in  Birmingham.  His  widow  spent 
her  last  years  in  Pittsburg,  residing  for  some 
time  with  her  son  David,  and  then  with 
Charles,  at  whose  home  she  died.  Both  par- 
ents of  Mr.  Challinor  were  members  of  the 
Episcopal  church. 

David  Challinor's  early  education  was 
limited  to  thirteen  weeks'  schooling  in  Birm- 
ingham. He  went  to  work  in  a  glass  house 
when  only  seven  years  old.  He  commenced 
an  apprenticeship  in  the  glass  factory  at  the 
Five  Ways,  owned  by  Rice  Harris,  the  Mayor 
of  Birmingham.  His  term  of  service  was  in- 
terrupted by  an  organized  strike  when  his  ap- 
prenticeship lacked  three  years  of  completion  ; 
and  he  went  out  with  the  boys  and  men  con- 
nected with  the  union,  which  supported  them 
during  their  enforced  idleness.  As  an  appren- 
tice he  was  liable  to  be  whipped  and  jailed  if 
arrested  by  his  employer.  The  union  em- 
ployed an  attorney  to  adjust  matters;  and  the 
boys,  brought  up  before  a  magistrate,  were 
dismissed  with  the  understanding  that  the 
proprietor  would  keep  them  employed,  and 
furnish  them  with  tools.  This  was  a  great 
advance  in  labor  reform  in  England  at  that 
day.  About  a  year  after  the  termination  of 
the  strike  Mr.   Challinor    came    to   America, 


and  obtained  work  in  the  Atlantic  Glass 
Works  on  Atlantic  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.Y., 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Gillen.  In 
July,  1850,  about  the  time  of  the  death  of 
President  Taylor,  he  obtained  employment  in 
the  glass  works  of  Mulvaney  &  Deadly,  South 
Side,  Pittsburg.  Here  he  remained  for  a 
number  of  years,  until  Mr.  Mulvaney  died, 
when  he  was  hired  by  Bakewell,  Pierce  &  Co., 
as  a  finisher  on  pressed  ware.  Some  time 
after  entering  the  employ  of  this  firm,  there 
was  a  depression  in  business  that  threw  many 
glass  workers  out  of  employment.  Mr.  Chal- 
linor was  not  a  man  to  stand  around  with  his 
hands  in  his  pockets.  He  obtained  a  Drum- 
mond  light  and  magic  lantern,  and  for  some 
time  conducted  a  show,  the  first  of  the  kind 
in  this  city.  He  soon  went  to  work  at  his 
trade  again,  for  there  were  not  many  first-class 
glass-blowers  in  the  country  at  that  time;  and 
shortly  after  he  obtained  of  Mr.  Pringle,  in 
place  of  the  payment  of  a  bill  due  him,  a  rec- 
ipe for  silvering  glass-ware.  This  marked  a 
turning-point  in  his  career.  There  was  not 
much  demand  for  silvered  ware  at  first;  and  he 
went  to  work  again  for  Bakewell  &  Pierce,  at 
the  same  time  manufacturing  a  limited  amount 
of  the  silvered  glass  on  his  own  account,  pay- 
ing fifteen  cents  a  pound  for  the  rough  glass 
for  the  foundation.  Mr.  Pierce  was  away  at 
this  time;  and  when  he  returned  he  built  a 
new  furnace,  and  gave  Mr.  Challinor  all  the 
day  work  he  could  do.  Then  he  manufactured 
the  silvered  ware  after  hours.  He  was  the 
first  west  of  the  Alleghanies  to  make  the  sil- 
vered reflectors  now  so  common.  He  had 
many  difficulties  to  contend  with.  His  fel- 
low-workmen, envious  of  his  enterprise  and 
indignant  at  his  making  more  money  than 
they,  at  length  refused  to  work  under  his  su- 
pervision. He  then  obtained  the  privilege  of 
using  a  shop  at  odd  times,  and   made  his  re- 
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flectors  alone.  Under  a  contract  with  Bake- 
well  &  Pierce  he  manufactured  them  for  seven 
years  for  that  firm,  refusing  offers  from  other 
business  men.  He  then  formed  a  partnership 
with  Edward  Dithridge,  under  the  name  of 
Dithridge  &  Co.  The  firm  carried  on  a  very 
successful  business  for  seven  years,  making 
silvered  ware,  such  as  large  globes,  reflectors, 
and  goblets.  Mr.  ChalJinor  next  formed  a 
partnership  with  Edward  Hogan,  who  is  still 
in  the  business;  and  the  firm  of  Challinor, 
Hogan  &  Co.  bought  the  works  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Glass  Manufacturing  Company,  at  the 
corner  of  Eighth  and  Washington  Streets, 
South  Side,  Pittsburg.  A  few  months  after 
the  place  was  burned;  but  the  firm  soon  re- 
built on  a  larger  scale,  putting  in  a  furnace 
that  kept  two  hundred  men  busy.  This  was 
one  of  the  largest  furnaces  in  Western  Penn- 
sylvania at  that  time.  Having  previously 
made  lamp  chimneys  with  plain  tops,  they 
were  among  the  first  to  produce  chimneys 
with  crimped  tops.  The  scalloped-top  chim- 
neys were  at  first  made  by  hand;  and,  as  the 
manufacture  and  competition  increased,  the 
firm  was  obliged  to  lower  prices.  In  order  to 
reduce  expenses,  they  took  down  a  large  fur- 
nace, and  put  in  the  second  Nicholson  furnace 
used  in  Pittsburg,  fed  by  gas  produced  from 
pit-slack,  which  was  then  thought  to  be  worth- 
less; and  they  began  to  use  a  machine  for 
crimping  chimney  tops  that  could  be  managed 
by  a  boy.  Four  concerns  had  patents  on  the 
new-style  chimney,  and  used  them  together 
in  order  to  limit  the  manufacture.  After 
Challinor  &  Hogan  had  completed  their  im- 
provements, their  men  refused  to  work  with 
the  new  machinery,  and  went  on  a  strike 
which  lasted  two  years;  and  the  men  in  the 
employ  of  the  other  firms  holding  the  patents 
also  struck.  But  Challinor,  Hogan  &  Co., 
conjointly  with   Evans  &  Co.,  leased  a  factory 


in  Chicago,  and  made  their  chimneys  there 
until  the  Pittsburg  men  decided  to  go  to  work. 
Challinor,  Hogan  &  Co.  had  carried  on  an 
extensive  business  for  fifteen  years,  when,  the 
works  proving  too  small  to  meet  the  constantly 
increasing  demand,  and  it  being  impossible  to 
purchase  adjoining  land,  they  closed  the  fac- 
tory. Then  was  formed  the  firm  Challinor, 
Taylor  &  Co.,  which  thereupon  established  a 
factory  at  Tarentum,  Pa.,  in  the  vicinity  of 
land  where  natural  gas  was  then  being  ob- 
tained. Here  the  firm  built  one  of  the  largest 
furnaces  ever  erected,  with  sixteen  fonts  and 
two  tanks,  besides  tanks  for  colored  glass,  and 
afterward  made  all  kinds  of  glass-ware,  em- 
ploying as  many  as  two  hundred  decorators 
at  a  time.  This  plant  flourished  for  ten 
years,  and  was  instrumental  in  building  up 
the  town.  In  the  last  three  years  of  its  exist- 
ence, the  firm  was  merged  in  the  United 
States  Glass  Company,  a  combination  of  six- 
teen of  the  best  concerns  in  the  country  for 
the  purpose  of  controlling  the  market.  Mr. 
Challinor  was  a  director  in  the  United  States 
Glass  Company  and  the  superintendent  of  the 
plant  at  Tarentum.  In  1892  the  factory  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  he  then  retired  from 
business.  While  active  as  a  glass  manufact- 
urer, he  was  a  director  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Birmingham,  Pittsburg,  South  Side, 
and  in  the  Pittsburg  Clay  Pot  Company,  which 
manufactured  the  glass  pots,  brick,  etc.,  used 
in  glass  factories. 

Mr.  Challinor  married  Mary  F.  Fawcett, 
daughter  of  James  Fawcett,  of  Birmingham, 
South  Side,  Pittsburg.  Mr.  Fawcett  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  coal  operators  on  the  Monon- 
gahela  River,  shipping  his  coal  by  steamboat 
to  Pittsburg;  and  he  was  the  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Birmingham.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Challinor  had  a  pleasant  home  on 
the    South    Side  for  twenty  years,    and    there 
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their  children  were  born.  Their  oldest  son, 
James  F.,  now  the  superintendent  of  one  of 
the  United  States  glass  factories,  married 
Miss  Emma  Welsh,  who  died  leaving  one 
child,  Oliver.  He  subsequently  married  Miss 
Carrie  Broad,  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  The  second 
son,  Thomas  Fawcett  Challinor,  a  printer, 
artist,  and  business  man,  and  a  member  of  the 
firm  Challinor,  Dunker  &  Co.,  of  the  South 
Side,  married  Miss  Maggie  Alexander,  of 
Wilmington,  Del.,  and  has  two  children  — 
David  and  Lloyd.  The  other  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Challinor  are:  Lizzie,  the  wife  of 
the  Rev.  J.  T.  Riley,  of  Oklahoma  City, 
Ok.  Ter. ;  Margaret  Jane,  who  resides  with  her 
parents;  Samuel,  who  is  studying  medicine; 
and  George  Oliver,  who  is  a  dentist.  The 
home  of  the  family  is  a  palatial  residence  on 
Oakland  Avenue,  near  Bates  Street,  with 
grounds  covering  two  acres  running  through 
to  Boquet  Street,  in  the  centre  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Challinor  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  have  been  members  of 
the  Bingham  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South  Side,  for  nearly  half  a  century. 
He  has  been  class  leader  and  steward  in  the 
society;  and  he  is  still  a  trustee,  though  now 
living  at  a  distance  from  the  church.  Mrs. 
Challinor  is  active  in  church,  hospital,  and 
temperance  work. 


'OHN  SCOTT  FERGUSON,  one  of  the 
most  successful  of  Pittsburg's  lawyers, 
was  born  in  that  city,  January  24, 
1842,  son  of  Charles  and  Mary  A.  (Hamilton) 
Ferguson.  Charles  Ferguson,  who  was  born 
in  Washington  County,  came  to  Pittsburg  in 
early  life,  and  became  a  well-known  contrac- 
tor and  builder  of  that  city.  He  erected 
many  fine  buildings,  both  within  and  without 
the    city,     including    the     present    Municipal 


Hall,  for  which  he  was  the  original  contrac- 
tor. His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  James  Ham- 
ilton, who  settled  in  Pittsburg  about  the  year 
1800.  Both  the  Hamiltons  and  the  Fergusons 
are  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Of  the  six  chil- 
dren of  Charles  Ferguson,  John  Scott  is  the 
only  son  now  living.  Both  parents  were 
members  of  the  First  Associate  Church,  now 
Dr.  Reid's  church.  The  father  died  in  1869, 
at  the  age  of  si.xty  years. 

The  grandfather,  John  Ferguson,  born  at 
Londonderry,  N.H.,  was  among  the  youngest 
of  the  soldiers  who  fought  for  American  inde- 
pendence. He  was  but  seventeen  when  he 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  settled  on  a  farm  in 
the  outskirts  of  the  borough  of  Washington, 
Washington  County,  where  he  remained 
throughout  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  died  in 
1842,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  His  second 
marriage  was  made  with  Mary  Woods,  of 
Washington  County. 

John  Scott  Ferguson  was  educated  in  the 
grammar  and  high  schools  of  the  city  and  at 
the  Allegheny  City  College.  He  began  to 
read  law  immediately  after  leaving  school, 
first  studying  with  Robert  Woods,  Esq.,  and 
afterward  with  Mr.  Sol.  Schoyer,  Jr.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  on  April  9,  1863.  Mr. 
Schoyer  and  Mr.  t'erguson  then  formed  a 
partnership,  which  lasted  three  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  they  separated,  and  Mr. 
Ferguson  went  into  business  independently, 
practising  almost  entirely  in  the  civil  courts. 
Between  1872  and  1874  he  was  in  practice 
with  James  W,  Murray,  Esq.  After  1874, 
and  until  his  son  joined  him  in  business  in 
1889,  he  again  did  business  alone.  In  1874 
he  was  in  the  noted  Indian  ejectment  cases. 
He  has  also  figured  prominently  in  many  of 
the  great  law  cases  since.  The  firm,  of  which 
he  is  the  principal,  under  the  style  of  J.  S.  & 
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E.  G.  Ferguson,  carry  on  a  very  extensive 
business,  both  in  court  and  outside  it.  They 
are  members  of  the  County  and  State  Bar  As- 
sociation, the  father  being  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  County  Association. 

Mr.  Ferguson  was  married  September  lo, 
1863,  to  Nancy  A.  Graham,  daughter  of  Hugh 
M.  Graham,  of  Pittsburg.  They  have  five 
children,  namely:  Edwin  G.,  who  is  now  in 
partnership  with  his  father;  IVIary,  the  wife  of 
H.  Watts;  Areta  S. ;  John  S.,  Jr.  ;  and  Anna 
L.  Their  father  is  a  regular  attendant  and  a 
liberal  supporter  of  the  East  Liberty  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a  member. 
Mr.  Ferguson's  exclusive  devotion  to  his  pro- 
fession has  made  it  impossible  for  him  to 
accept  many  public  positions  of  trust.  How- 
ever, he  has  been  a  School  Director  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  In  politics  he  is  an  active  Re- 
publican. His  singleness  of  purpose  and 
never-flagging  interest  in  his  business  have 
made  him  one  of  the  most  eminent  members 
of  the  State  bar. 
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[LLIAM  S.  HOSACK,  M.D.,  of 
Allegheny,  one  of  the  veteran  sur- 
geons of  the  late  war,  was  born  in 
Indiana  County,  near  Blairsville,  October  7, 
1832,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Russell) 
Hosack.  His  grandfather,  who  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  parentage,  and  came  from  the  north  of 
Ireland,  died  in  extreme  old  age.  John 
Hosack,  the  father,  was  a  farmer  in  Westmore- 
land County,  and  died  there  in  1867,  seventy- 
four  years  of  age.  His  wife  lived  to  be 
eighty-three  years  old.  Both  were  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  he  was 
an  Elder  for  twenty  years.  They  had  nine 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living;  namely, 
Hannah,  John  M.,  James  R.,  Joseph  T. , 
Alexander  B.,  and  William  S. 


William  S.  Hosack  spent  his  youth  in 
Westmoreland  County,  and  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools  for  the  usual  period.  Subse- 
quently, after  studying  in  the  academy  at 
Saulsburg,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine. 
Having  completed  a  course  at  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College  in  Philadelphia,  he  began 
practice  in  Dayton,  Armstrong  County,  where 
he  remained  for  two  years.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  as  Assistant 
Surgeon,  and  served  for  three  years  in  the 
Seventy-eighth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  He  was  for  sixty-three  days 
a  prisoner  in  Libby.  After  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  Dayton.  In  1873  he  removed  to 
Oakland,  where  he  had  spent  fourteen  years  in 
successful  practice  when  he  came  to  Alle- 
gheny. He  was  the  resident  physician  of  the 
Western  Penitentiary  at  Allegheny  City  for 
two  years.  After  his  term  expired,  he  again 
took  up  a  general  practice  in  the  city. 

In  May,  1865,  Dr.  Hosack  married  Miss 
Caroline  S.  Hamilton,  daughter  of  Captain 
J.  K.  and  Eliza  Hamilton.  Of  their  five  chil- 
dren Lillie  May  and  Nina  Carlotta  are  de- 
ceased. The  others  are:  Ona  Blanche,  Nor- 
man Frank,  and  Walter  Russell.  Both  par- 
ents are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
Post,  No.  162. 


ILLIAM  IRWIN  MUSTIN,  a 
prominent  business  man  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  in  this  city,  June 
8,  i860,  son  of  James  G.  and  Frances  (Irwin) 
Mustin.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  descended 
from  French  Huguenots,  who  were  forced  by 
religious  persecution  to  take  refuge  in  Eng- 
land, where  the  family  name,  which  was  prob- 
ably Moustam,  was  changed  to  the  present  form 
of  spelling.      The   great-grandfather  of   Will- 
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iam  I.,  and  the  first  ancestor  to  emigrate  to 
America,  became  a  merchant  in  Philadelphia. 
Anthony  Mustin,  the  grandfather,  was  the 
first  to  establish  what  is  known  as  a  "trim- 
ming store"  in  the  Quaker  City;  and  the 
family  were  identified  with  that  branch  of 
trade  for  many  years. 

James  G.  Mustin,  a  native  of  Philadelphia, 
was  for  some  years  engaged  in  the  trimming 
business.  In  1840  he  came  to  Pittsburg, 
where  he  became  connected  with  the  Logan- 
Gregg  hardware  company,  and  continued  in 
that  business  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  March,  1864.  His  wife,  Frances,  who  was 
born  in  Pittsburg,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Will- 
iam Wallace  Irwin,  died  here  on  February  24, 
1897.  Her  grandfather,  John  Irwin,  who  em- 
igrated from  Ireland  in  1772,  resided  in  Car- 
lisle, Pa.,  until  1790.  Coming  to  the  then 
village  of  Pittsburg,  John  opened  the  first 
dry-goods  store  in  the  town,  on  the  corner  of 
Fourth  and  Market  Streets,  and  continued  in 
business  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  died  in 
this  city  in  April,  1830.  William  Wallace 
Irwin  was  prominent  in  the  political  and  so- 
cial circles  of  Pittsburg  in  his  day.  He  was  a 
member  of  Congress,  was  Mayor  of  Pittsburg 
in  1839,  '^'''fl  he  was  United  States  Minister 
to  Denmark  by  the  appointment  of  President 
Tyler.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and  later 
a  Democrat.  He  died  in  Pittsburg  in  Sep- 
tember, 1856.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  G.  Mus- 
tin were  the  parents  of  five  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living,  namely:  Caroline  Denny, 
the  wife  of  George  W.  Nicholson,  of  Pitts- 
burg; William  I.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  Edwin  T. ,  a  travelling  man  of  this  city. 

William  Irwin  Mustin  was  educated  at 
home  under  the  direction  of  his  mother.  He 
was  still  a  lad  when  he  began  to  learn  the 
printer's  trade  with  W.  G.  Johnson  &  Co.  On 
October  9,    1871,    he   entered   the  employ  of 


George  B.  Hill.  His  aptitude  for  business 
soon  created  a  favorable  impression  with  his 
employer,  who  advanced  him  rapidly;  and  in 
1 88 1  he  was  admitted  to  partnership,  which 
relationship  still  continues. 

On  April  12,  1883,  Mr.  Mustin  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Sarah  Isabel  Dorrington, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Dorrington,  the 
former  of  whom  was  in  the  grocery  business 
in  this  city.  Mrs.  Mustin  is  the  mother  of 
three  children — Burton  Hill,  Eleanor  Dor- 
rington, and  Agnes  Mahon.  Politically,  Mr. 
Mustin  is  a  Republican.  He  is  now  serving 
his  third  term  in  the  presidency  of  the  Ameri- 
cus  Club,  was  elected  vice-president  of  the 
Mozart  Club  in  January,  1890,  was  president 
of  the  Pittsburg  Stock  Exchange  in  1893,  and 
he  has  advanced  in  Masonry  to  the  Com- 
mand ery. 

AJOR  FELIX  CASPER  NEG- 
LEY,  a  retired  coal  operator  of 
Pittsburg,  has  been  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  this  section,  and  is 
widely  known  on  account  of  his  honorable  an- 
cestry and  his  loyal  and  patriotic  services  in 
support  of  the  Union.  He  was  born  in  But- 
ler, Pa.,  F'ebruary  28,  1825,  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Ann  (Patterson)  Negley.  All  the 
Negleys  in  America  are  descended  from  John 
Negley,  born  in  the  canton  of  Berne,  Switzer- 
land, who  preached  the  Reformation  in  Ger- 
many with  Zuinglius,  and  settled  in  Carles- 
ruhe  about  the  year  1655.  Some  members  of 
the  family  settled  in  Frankfort  and  other  parts 
of  Northern  Germany;  while  three  brothers  — 
John,  Casper,  and  Benjamin  Negley  —  started 
with  their  families  for  America.  Benjamin 
died  on  shipboard,  and  was  buried  at  sea. 
The  three  families  reached  this  country  safely, 
and  settled  in  Germantown,  Pa. 

Alexander  Negley,  the  father  of  John,  born 
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in  1739,  was  a  native  of  Bucks  Count)', 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  the 
Revolutionary  War,  in  which  he  served  for 
two  years.  During  the  second  year  his  com- 
pany was  sent  by  General  Washington  over  to 
Fort  Pitt  to  help  the  settlers  against  the  Ind- 
ians. He  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  coun- 
try then  that  later  he  moved  his  family 
West,  and  became  the  first  white  settler  in 
East  Liberty  valley,  where  he  acquired  a 
large  tract  of  land,  which  was  known  for  a 
long  time  as  Negleystown.  His  homestead 
was  within  the  grounds  now  known  as  High- 
land Park.  Here  he  resided  until  his  death 
in  1 8 19.  He  married  Mary  Ann  Berk- 
streeser,  and  eleven  children  were  born  to 
him.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  Lutheran 
in  religious  belief. 

John  Negley,  vvho  was  born  at  Fort 
Ligonier,  April  6,  1778,  received  such  edu- 
cation as  the  schools  of  his  day  afforded. 
While  a  young  man  he  sold  a  tract  of  land  in 
Pittsburg  which  he  had  inherited,  and  invested 
the  proceeds  in  property  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Butler  City.  Together  with  John 
Cunningham,  he  owned  the  whole  of  the  town 
of  Butler;  and  the  two  men  surveyed  and  laid 
it  out.  Mr.  Negley  carried  on  a  grist-mill 
there  until  1837.  He  also  owned  and  oper- 
ated two  lumber-mills,  and  built  a  large  fur- 
niture factory,  the  first  one  in  this  section  of 
the  country.  He  was  the  leading  business 
man  in  his  county,  and  continued  to  be  active 
until  his  ninety-first  year,  when  he  became 
partially  paralyzed  as  the  result  of  injuries  re- 
ceived from  a  fall  on  ice.  In  the  War  of 
18 1 2,  during  the  siege  of  Fort  Black  Rock  by 
the  British  and  Indians,  when  the  garrison 
succeeded  in  getting  word  to  the  settle- 
ment that,  unless  food  and  ammunition  could 
be  sent  to  them,  the  place  must  surrender, 
Mr.    Negley    took    charge    of    four    six-horse 


teams,  helped  to  load  them  with  goods  from 
his  own  store,  and  succeeded  in  passing  the 
enemy's  lines,  after  which  the  besiegers  re- 
tired. Mr.  Negley  served  in  both  houses  of 
the  Pennsylvania  legislature.  While  a  man 
of  quiet  and  modest  demeanor,  he  possessed 
great  executive  ability.  He  was  a  safe  coun- 
sellor, and  it  is  said  that  he  was  consulted  on 
all  important  political  questions.  In  18 16  he 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Patter- 
son, who  was  reputed  to  be  the  first  man  to 
practice  law  in  Pittsburg  before  Allegheny 
County  was  organized.  This  marriage  was 
blessed  in  the  birth  of  ten  children,  seven  of 
whom  attained  maturity ;  namely,  Mary, 
Susan,  John  H.,  I'elix,  Minerva,  James  A., 
and  Albert  Gallatin.  Both  parents  were  ac- 
tive members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and 
were  always  ready  to  give  needed  financial 
support  to  any  worthy  cause.  The  father  died 
in  1870,  and  the  mother  in  1835. 

Major  Felix  Negley  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  Butler  Academy,  after  which  he  was 
engaged  in  engineering  and  general  survey- 
ing. In  1849  he  caught  the  gold  fever,  and, 
organizing  a  company  of  three  hundred  men, 
he  started  for  California.  Crossing  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  they  reached  Hangtown, 
now  known  as  Placerville,  Cal.  Here  a  de- 
sirable location  was  found,  and  the  company 
were  soon  actively  engaged  in  mining  for  the 
precious  metal.  Major  Negley,  being  the 
only  engineer  in  the  party,  took  charge  of  lay- 
ing out  a  road  seven  miles  long  up  an  almost 
impassable  mountain  side.  While  in  Placer- 
ville, it  was  suggested  by  Dr.  Calvin  S. 
Truesdale  that  much  labor  might  be  saved  by 
washing  the  dirt  from  the  hillside  instead  of 
using  pick  and  shovel.  Acting  on  this  sug- 
gestion. Major  Negley  constructed  what  was 
probably  the  first  hydraulic  mining  flume 
used    in    California.      His    method    was   after- 
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ward  adopted  all  through  the  State  wherever 
there  was  a  suitable  water  supply.  After  the 
company  split  up  into  divisions,  Major  Negley 
was  appointed  business  manager  of  his  divi- 
sion, comprising  about  a  dozen  men.  Having 
spent  two  years  profitably  in  the  new  Eldo- 
rado, he  returned  to  Pittsburg,  and  here  asso- 
ciated himself  with  a  firm  which  was  the  first 
to  engage  in  the  enterprise  of  mining  and 
shipping  coal  by  railroad,  and  which  afterward 
acquired  a  large  business. 

When  the  war  between  the  North  and  the 
South  broke  out,  Major  Negley,  desirous  of 
sustaining  the  Union,  besides  assisting  in  or- 
ganizing and  equipping  a  battalion  of  cavalry, 
enlisted  for  service  as  a  volunteer.  With  this 
battalion,  and  holding  the  rank  of  Captain  of 
Negley's  Independent  Company  of  Cavalry 
Scouts,  he  was  ordered  to  recruit  a  regiment 
of  cavalry.  Six  companies  had  been  enlisted 
when  the  order  came  to  march  to  the  front,  as 
the  Southern  army  was  moving  toward  Gettys- 
burg. He  went  as  Major  in  the  First  Battal- 
ion of  the  si.x  months'  cavalry.  After  these 
six  months  expired,  he  enlisted  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  war,  and  was  sent  by  Governor 
Curtin  to  Alabama,  where  he  spent  nearly  a 
year  in  charge  of  a  recruiting  party  to  enlist 
colored  troops.  Major  Negley  contributed 
fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  defence  of  the 
Union.  He  earned  for  himself  the  reputation 
of  an  able  and  intrepid  soldier.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  returned  to  Pittsburg,  and  was 
engaged  in  mining  and  shipping  coal  until  his 
retirement  in  1884.  Solicited  repeatedly  to 
accept  candidature  for  public  office,  he  has 
always  declined.  In  the  system  of  common 
schools,  however,  he  has  taken  the  warmest  in- 
terest, and  for  more  than  thirty-one  years  has 
served  as  School  Director.  He  is  a  member  of 
General  Alexander  Hayes  Post,  No.  3,  G.  A.  R. , 
of  which  he  is  also  Past  Commander. 


On  October  12,  1848,  Major  Negley  mar- 
ried Miss  Margaret  A.,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Dickson,  of  Pittsburg.  Twelve  children  were 
born  to  them,  ten  of  whom  reached  maturity. 
These  were:  John  D.,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Mar- 
garet, Minerva,  Felix  C,  Jesse,  Henry,  Anna, 
William  G.,  and  Alice. 

William  George  Negley,  born  July  26, 
1872,  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city.  After  his  graduation  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  his  uncle,  William  B.  Negley,  one 
of  the  foremost  lawyers  of  his  time.  He  had 
passed  the  examinations  for  the  bar  previously, 
but  was  not  admitted  to  practice  until  he  came 
of  age.  Then  he  opened  an  office,  and  has 
since  been  busily  engaged  in  his  profession. 
He  has  been  active  in  reform  movements,  is  a 
prominent  participant  in  the  work  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  is  a  Councillor  of  the  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  Council.  He  is  a  communi- 
cant of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  Major 
Negley,  also  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  is  a  liberal  giver  to  all  benevolent  and 
charitable  enterprises. 


,EV.  ROBERT  J.  COSTER,  D.D., 
rector  of  Bishop  Bowman  Institute 
and  rector  of  Grace  Church,  Mount 
Washington,  was  born  near  St.  Leonard's,  Cal- 
vert County,  Md.,  October  20,  1836,  son  of 
William  and  Eliza  Jane  (Wilkinson)  Coster. 
His  great-grandfather,  John  Coster,  whose 
ancestors  came  from  Holland  and  settled  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  went  from  New  York 
to  Patuxent  River,  Calvert  County,  Maryland, 
about  1725.  John,  Jr.,  son  of  the  first  named, 
was  born  in  Calvert  County,  Maryland,  in 
1755,  and  died  in  1810.  His  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  married  about  the  year  1780,  was  Dor- 
othy Miller,  who,  with  her  brother,  David 
Miller,    came  from  Aberdeen,    Scotland,   and 
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settled  at  Patuxent  River.  William  Coster, 
son  of  John  and  Dorothy,  was  born  October 
24,  1794,  and  died  December  30,  1846.  He 
was  a  landed  proprietor  in  Calvert  County, 
and  also  owned  the  packet  "Ann  and  Mary," 
which  ran  between  Leonard's  Creek  and  Bal- 
timore. An  extended  account  of  the  ancestry 
of  the  Coster  family  may  be  found  in  "Ameri- 
can Ancestry,"  vol.  viii. 

Robert  J.  Coster  was  the  second  of  eight 
children  born  to  his  parents,  the  others  being 
as  follows:  Joseph,  William  Francis,  Somer- 
ville,  Leonard,  Dorothy  ].,  Susannah,  and 
Drusilla  E.  He  was  educated  at  the  College 
of  St.  James  in  Maryland,  and  received  his 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  that  institution 
in  1862.  The  college  closing  on  account 
of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  he  took 
his  Master's  degree  from  Trinity  College, 
Hartford,  in  1868.  After  first  graduating  he 
studied  theology  at  St.  James,  and  was  made 
Deacon  in  1863  and  priest  in  1866  by  Bishop 
Whittingham,  of  Maryland.  From  1862  to 
1864  he  had  charge  of  the  grammar  school  at 
the  College  of  St.  James;  and  during  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  taught  in  a  private  school  at 
Annapolis,  Md.,  under  the  patronage  of  Gov- 
ernor Bradford. 

In  1866  he  came  to  Pittsburg  at  the  solici- 
tation of  Bishop  Kerfoot,  who  had  been  his  in- 
structor at  St.  James,  and  took  charge  of  the 
Bishop  Bowman  Institute,  a  collegiate  school 
for  young  ladies,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Episcopal  church.  It  was  founded  in  1862, 
and  was  chartered  in  1866,  the  same  year  in 
which  Mr.  Coster  took  charge  of  it.  It  has 
grown  to  be  one  of  the  leading  educational  in- 
stitutions of  the  city,  and  in  it  a  large  num- 
ber of  young  women  from  Pittsburg  and  Alle- 
gheny have  been  educated.  It  was  first  car- 
ried on  in  the  building  on  the  corner  of  Penn 
Avenue  and  Fourth  Streets,  which  is  now  oc- 


cupied by  the  Americus  Club;  and  for  the  past 
few  years  it  has  been  located  at  the  corner  of 
Fifth  Avenue  and  Dithridge  Street.  The  in- 
struction in  the  literary  department  has  been 
supervised  by  Mrs.  Coster,  who  is  a  lady  of 
fine  literary  ability  and  attainments.  Only 
instructors  of  acknowledged  merit  are  en- 
gaged, and  the  appliances  for  teaching  are  the 
best  that  can  be  secured.  Soon  after  comine; 
to  Pittsburg,  Mr.  Coster  took  charge  of  Grace 
Church  at  Mount  Washington;  and  he  has 
since  been  its  rector,  his  pastorate  having 
covered  twenty-eight  years.  He  was  for 
twenty  years  secretary  of  the  Diocesan  Con- 
vention, and  in  that  capacity  prepared  the 
yearly  journal  issued  by  the  meeting.  Dur- 
ing the  last  eighteen  years  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Dio- 
cese, the  Bishop's  Advisory  Board,  and  for  the 
past  two  years  has  been  president  of  the 
Standing  Committee.  He  received  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  the  Western  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  in  1897.  He  is  now 
the  longest  resident  rector  in  Pittsburg. 

On  April  3,  1866,  Dr.  Coster  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Helena  Marie  Wardenburg,  a 
native  of  Baltimore,  and  daughter  of  Wilhelm 
Frederick  and  Anna  Maria  (Price)  Warden- 
burg. Mrs.  Coster's  paternal  grandfather  was 
a  clergyman  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  was 
chaplain  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Oldenburg, 
Prussia.  He  was  brother  of  Major-general 
Frederick  Wardenburg,  of  Oldenburg,  who 
commanded  a  division  of  troops  in  the  Prus- 
sian army,  under  Marshal  Bllicher  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Waterloo.  Wilhelm  Frederick  War- 
denburg, father  of  Mrs.  Coster,  was  for 
some  years  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Prussian 
army.  He  was  born  February  4,  1804. 
Coming  to  America,  and  settling  in  Baltimore 
in  1853,  after  a  time  he  there  began  the  prac- 
tice of  criminal  law.      He  died   in   Baltimore, 
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December  21,  1861.  His  wife  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Sarah  E.  (Frye)  Price,  and 
grand-daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Frye, 
the  latter  being  a  daughter  of  Henry  Boteler. 
John  Price  was  a  prominent  ship-builder  of 
Baltimore. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Coster  have  three  sons:  Mar- 
tin Kerfoot,  attorney-at-law  at  the  Pittsburg 
bar;  William  Hooper,  a  chemist  in  Pittsburg; 
and  Charles  Calvert,  living  at  home  with  his 
parents.  Dr.  Coster  spent  the  summers  of 
1878  and  1881  in  Europe,  his  wife  accompany- 
in  a;  him  on  the  second  visit. 


/3)eORGE  R.  WALLACE,  an  attorney- 
\  p*  I  at-law  located  at  410  Smithfield 
Street,  Pittsburg,  and  the  title 
officer  of  the  Pennsylvania  Title  and  Trust 
Company,  is  a  wide-awake,  energetic  young 
man,  possessing  much  executive  ability,  and 
constantly  prominent  in  matters  pertaining  to 
financial,  local,  or  political  affairs.  Born  in 
Newville,  Pa.,  December  5,  1865,  son  of 
William  L.  Wallace,  D.D.,  he  comes  of 
distinguished      Revolutionary      stock.  His 

great-grandfather.  Colonel  William  Wallace, 
fought  for  independence  under  Washington. 
His  grandfather,  John  Wallace,  who  was  born 
in  Virginia,  removed  to  this  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania when  a  young  man,  being  an  early  set- 
tler of  Pittsburg.  Soon  after  John  embarked 
in  the  jewelry  business,  in  which,  after  hav- 
ing carried  it  on  for  a  number  of  years,  he  was 
succeeded  by  Reed  &  Co.  He  died  at  a  good 
old  age  in  1865. 

William  L.  Wallace,  D.D.,  was  born  and 
educated  in  Pittsburg.  Subsequently,  after 
studying  for  the  ministry,  he  was  ordained  in 
the  United  Presbyterian  denomination.  He 
was  pastor  of  the  church  at  Sewickley,  this 
county,  from    1879   until    1886.      This   pastor- 


ate he  then  resigned  to  become  president  of 
the  Norfolk  College  at  Norfolk,  Va.  His 
death  occurred  two  years  later.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Riddle,  a  native  of  this  city  and  a 
daughter  of  George  R.  Riddle,  who  now  re- 
sides in  Denver,  Col.  Mr.  Riddle  was  for- 
merly a  lawyer  and  an  extensive  coal  operator 
in  Pittsburg.  He  was  a  son  of  George 
McKee  Riddle,  one  of  the  earlier  lawyers  of 
this  city  and  the  editor  of  the  first  Pittsburg 
directory.  The  children  of  Dr.  and  Eliza- 
beth Wallace  were:  Mary  L.,  George  R., 
Louisa  B. ,  Anna  M.,  and  Elizabeth  B.  The 
widowed  mother  and  all  her  family  are  resi- 
dents of  Sewickley,  where  all  are  held  in  high 
regard. 

George  R.  Wallace  removed  with  his  par- 
ents in  1879  f^o  Sewickley,  which  has  been  his 
home  since.  In  1891  he  graduated  from 
Princeton  University,  being  valedictorian  of 
his  class  on  that  occasion.  In  1889  he  was 
registered  as  a  law  student  in  the  office  of  his 
uncle,  George  D.  Riddle;  and,  having  con- 
tinued his  studies  after  his  graduation,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  March,  1894.  Mr. 
Wallace  at  once  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Pittsburg,  being  made  general  man- 
ager of  the  Lawyers'  Title  Abstract  Company. 
In  the  following  year  he  promoted  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Pennsylvania  Title  and  Trust 
Company,  merging  the  other  into  it.  He  is 
also  a  director  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Ohio  Oil 
Company. 

Mr.  Wallace  is  an  uncompromising  Repub- 
lican in  politics  and  an  active  worker  in  its 
ranks,  each  campaign  doing  a  portion  of  the 
stump  speaking.  Somewhat  given  to  literary 
pursuits,  he  has  written  a  history  of  Prince- 
ton, entitled  "Princeton  Sketches,"  which  has 
been  widely  circulated  and  highly  commended. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  University  Club  of 
Pittsburg.      Very  prominent    in   religious   cir- 
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cles,  he  belongs  to  the  Sewickley  Presbyterian 
Church,  being  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  connected  therewith.  Also  a  member 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  that  place,  he  has  been 
for  some  years  the  secretary  of  its_.  Board  of 
Directors. 


TT^HARLES  STONER  SHAW,  M.D., 
I    ji        an  esteemed  physician  of  Pittsburg,  is 

Vw  ^  a  descendant  of  John  Shaw,  who 
emigrated  from  Scotland  soon  after  the  close 
of  the  Revolutionary  War.  John  Shaw  had 
been  employed  for  several  years  before  leaving 
his  native  land  in  one  of  the  largest  iron  es- 
tablishments of  Scotland.  On  coming  to  this 
State,  he  located  in  Pittsburg,  where  he 
erected  one  of  the  first  foundries  of  this  vicin- 
ity. Subsequently  going  eight  miles  north, 
to  a  place  that  is  now  in  Shaler  township,  he 
built  a  saw-mill  and  grist-mill,  and  afterward 
a  sickle  factory,  living  there  until  his  demise. 
He  reared  a  family  of  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  for  eighty  or 
more  years.  Their  names  were:  Thomas 
Wilson,  John,  James,  Alexander,  Mary  Ann, 
and  Eliza  Jane.  Thomas  Wilson,  the  eldest, 
and  the  grandfather  of  the  Doctor,  died  at  the 
age  of  ninety-three.  An  extended  account  of 
his  life  and  good  works  may  be  found  in  the 
Coiinnercial  Gazette  oi  January  15,  1889.  He 
was  always  interested  in  the  public  welfare, 
being  especially  anxious  to  elevate  the  edu- 
cational status  of  the  county;  and  it  was 
through  his  efforts  that  the  first  school-house 
in  this  section  was  built,  and  the  present 
school  system  inaugurated.  For  forty  years 
he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sickles 
and  scythes,  carrying  on  a  fine  business  until 
the  advent  of  reaping  and  mowing  machines, 
after  which  he  operated  for  many  years  the 
Glenshaw  coal  mines.  He  married  Sarah 
Scott,  a  daughter  of   Colonel    Samuel    Scott, 


one  of  the  founders  of  Perrysville,  this  county. 
They  had  eight  children,  of  whom  Margaret, 
Sarah,  and  an  infant  named  Louisa  are  de- 
ceased. The  others  are:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ar- 
buthnot,  Mrs.  Samuel  Spencer,  Mrs.  Robert 
Watson,  Martha,  and  Thomas  Wilson  Shaw, 
M.D. 

Thomas  Wilson  Shaw  read  medicine  with 
Dr.  J.  P.  Gazzan,  and  in  April,  1849,  was 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  After  receiving 
his  degree,  he  entered  upon  his  professional 
career  in  Pittsburg,  where  he  is  a  veteran 
practitioner  and  one  of  the  most  highy  es- 
teemed members  of  the  medical  fraternity. 
On  March  8,  1854,  he  married  Catherine 
Stoner,  daughter  of  Solomon  Stoner,  a  Pitts- 
burg merchant.  She  has  borne  him  nine  chil- 
dren, namely:  Henry  C,  a  member  of  the 
Lewis  Foundry  and  Machine  Company;  Dr. 
Charles  Stoner,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
George  E.,  an  attorney -at-law;  Thomas  VV., 
Jr.,  of  the  Solar  Iron  Works;  Howard  and 
Woodward,  students;  Margaret,  the  widow  of 
George  R.  Lawrence,  who  was  an  attorney; 
Catherine,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years;  and  Elizabeth,  who  is  still  pursuing 
her  studies. 

Charles  Stoner  Shaw  was  born  September 
13,  1858,  at  Pittsburg,  where  he  received  his 
preliminary  education.  He  subsequently  at- 
tended the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1879,  receiving 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  The  fol- 
lowing two  years  he  spent  in  perfecting  his 
knowledge  of  the  cause  and  cure  of  diseases. 
In  1 88 1  he  commenced  practice  with  his 
father,  with  whom  he  has  since  remained, 
having  built  up  a  good  practice,  and  obtaining 
a  place  of  influence  among  his  professional 
brethren.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Medical   Society,    of  which  he   is    first 
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vice-president;  of  tlie  Alleglieny  County  Med- 
ical Society;  and  of  tlie  American  Medical 
Association.  He  is  the  professor  of  child 
diseases  in  the  West  Penn  Medical  College, 
one  of  the  managers  of  the  Pittsburg  Free 
Dispensary,  and  senior  staff  physician  of  the 
Rosalie  Foundling  Society  and  the  Maternity 
Hospital.  The  Doctor  is  also  well  known  in 
literary  circles,  having  been  for  a  number  of 
years  editor  of  the  Fittshuvg  JlJtui/ca/  Ji£7'U'zv. 
In  politics  he  is  a  "straight"  Republican. 
He  is  actively  interested  in  educational  mat- 
ters, and  for  three  terms  served  as  president 
of  the  School  Board  of  the  Fourth  Ward. 


\HILO  N.  FRENCH,  the  general 
superintendent  and  a  director  of  the 
A.  French  Spring  Company  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  January  26,  i860,  in  Racine, 
Wis.,  son  of  Aaron  P'rench.  (An  account  of 
his  ancestry  will  be  found  in  the  biography 
of  his  father.) 

But  two  years  of  age  when  his  parents  came 
from  their  Western  home  to  Pittsburg,  his 
elementary  education  was  received  here. 
Subsequently  he  spent  four  years  at  Greylock 
Institute  in  South  Williamstown,  Mass.,  after 
which  he  studied  for  a  year  at  Lehigh  Uni- 
versity. During  the  succeeding  three  years 
he  was  employed  in  the  drawing-room  of  Mc- 
intosh, Plemphill  &  Co.,  manufacturers.  At 
the  same  time  he  continued  his  study  and 
practice  of  mechanical  engineering,  in  which 
he  became  notably  proficient.  Then,  having 
accepted  a  position  with  the  company  with 
which  he  is  now  associated,  he  worked  in  the 
office,  also  having  charge  of  the  machinery 
until  1887,  when  he  was  made  general  super- 
intendent. In  this  capacity  he  has  entire 
charge  of  all  the  machinery  required  to  carry 
on  the  extensive  business  of  the  firm,  and  the 


control  of  the  three  hundred  or  more  employ- 
ees, all  of  whom,  with  possibly  a  few  excep- 
tions, are  skilled  laborers.  A  talented  and 
able  business  man,  as  well  as  a  practical  en- 
gineer, Mr.  French  is  well  qualified  for  the 
responsible  position  he  holds.  He  is  also 
a  director  of  the  Canton  Steel  Company,  of 
Canton,    Ohio. 

On  January  11,  1887,  Mr.  French  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  May  Elizabeth  Dabbs,  a  daughter 
of  B.  L.  H.  Dabbs,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Two  children  have 
been  born  of  the  union  —  Mary  Elizabeth  and 
Aaron.  Mr.  French  attends  the  Calvary 
Episcopal  Church,  toward  the  support  of 
which  he  is  a  generous  contributor.  The 
family  home  is  located  not  far  from  the 
church,  on  South  Negley  Avenue,  at  the  East 
End.  Made  a  Mason  in  this  city,  Mr.  French 
belongs  to  Zerubbabel  Chapter,  No.  162; 
Tankard  Commandery,  No.  48 ;  Rose  Croix, 
Princes  of  Jerusalem;  Syria  Temple,  Mystic 
Shrine;  and  to  the  Valley  of  Pittsburg  Con- 
sistory, in  which  he  received  the  thirty-second 
degree.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the 
Duquesne  Club,  of  this  city.  In  politics  he 
is  a  stanch  Republican. 


TWVEV.  JAMES  M.  WALLACE,  pastor 
1 1""^^  of  the  Eighth  United  Presbyterian 
J-^  V,_  ^  Church  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  since 
1 88 1,  was  born  in  Hopewell  township,  Beaver 
County,  this  State,  on  July  5,  1835,  son  of 
Joseph  and  Rachel  (Spence)  Wallace.  His 
great-grandfather,  William  Wallace,  was  a 
Scotsman  and  a  Presbyterian.  On  account 
of  religious  persecution  he  left  Scotland,  and 
went  to  Ireland,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced 
age. 

The  next  in  the  ancestral   line  was   William 
Wallace's  son  James,  who  came  to   this  coun- 
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try,  and  was  an  early  settler  of  Lancaster 
County,  Pennsylvania.  Later  he  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Beaver  County,  going  there 
early  in  the  century,  when  Joseph,  above 
named,  was  two  years  old.  Almost  the  whole 
country  was  wooded  land,  and  he  cleared  a 
homestead. 

Joseph  Wallace  was  a  boat-builder  in  early 
life,  and  worked  at  Monongahela  City,  where 
he  became  acquainted  with  and  married  his 
wife.  He  subsequently  settled  in  the  woods 
in  Beaver  County,  and  cleared  a  farm  for  him- 
self, and  later  bought  other  farms,  and  became 
very  well-to-do.  He  was  a  man  of  quiet  and 
unassuming  manners,  highly  respected  as  a 
sincere  Christian.  He  was  elected  Elder  in 
the  United  Presbyterian  church,  but  was  un- 
willing to  occupy  the  position.  He  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  His  wife,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  1830,  was  born  in 
County  Down,  Ireland.  Her  father,  James 
Spence,  who  was  of  Scotch  ancestry,  came  to 
New  York  City,  and  subsequently  removed  to 
Monongahela  City.  Mr.  Spence  was  drowned 
in  the  Monongahela  River,  and  at  his  death 
left  four  children,  of  whom  Rachel  was  the 
eldest.  She  died  in  her  eighty-si.xth  year. 
Joseph  and  Rachel  (Spence)  Wallace  had  a 
family  of  eight  children.  Mary,  the  eldest, 
married  in  1876  John  C.  Reed,  a  brother  of 
Dr.  Reed,  of  Steubenville.  The  second  child 
was  James  M.  Nancy  Wallace  is  living  on 
the  homestead.  Washington  is  a  clergyman 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  church  at  Con- 
cord, Ohio.  Joseph  R.  is  now  pastor  at  New 
Bethlehem.  Previous  to  being  settled  there, 
he  was  for  twenty  years  pastor  of  the  church 
at  Jamestown,  Pa.  Rachel  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
W.  J.  Asdale,  professor  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Western  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  William 
Calvert,  a  merchant  of  New  ShefiSeld,  Beaver 


County;  and  John  S.  Wallace  is  living  on  the 
old  homestead. 

James  M.  Wallace,  after  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  county  in  his  early 
years,  taught  school  during  the  winter,  and 
worked  on  the  farm  in  the  summer  until  he 
was  twenty-five  years  old.  He  then  continued 
his  studies  at  Newell  &  Davis  School  at  Alle- 
gheny and  later  at  Beaver  Academy.  He 
finally  entered  the  Junior  class  of  Westminster 
College  in  Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania, 
and  took  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  that 
institution  in  1S64.  After  teaching  a  select 
school  in  Illinois  for  a  year,  he  matriculated 
at  the  L^nited  Presbyterian  Theological  School 
at  Monmouth,  111.  He  completed  his  profes- 
sional course  at  the  Seminary  of  Allegheny, 
having  previously,  in  1S67,  been  licensed  to 
preach  in  the  First  United  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  city  of  Chicago.  Before  finish- 
ing his  course,  he  had  received  several  calls 
to  preach ;  and,  having  accepted  one  from 
Viola,  111.,  he  was  ordained  and  installed  pas- 
tor of  that  church  on  September  29,  1868. 
He  remained  there  for  two  years,  the  congre- 
gation increasing  in  members  during  that 
time,  and  prospering  financially.  In  1870  he 
accepted  a  call  to  Youngstown,  and  during  the 
twelve  years  of  his  pastorate  the  church 
doubled  in  members.  It  was  a  mission  settle- 
ment when  Mr.  Wallace  went  there,  but  he 
left  it  a  church  entirely  self-supporting. 
While  at  Youngstown  he  was  for  many  years 
clerk  of  the  Presbytery,  and  always  took  a 
prominent  part  in  its  work.  He  was  also  a 
member  for  some  years  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  Westminster  College.  From  Youngs- 
town, in  1881,  Mr.  Wallace  was  called  to  his 
present  pastorate  in  Pittsburg,  where  he  had 
preached  by  exchange.  The  church  was  built 
thirty  years  ago,  in  September,  1867,  and  has 
now  a  strong   corps   of  active  workers.       On 
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account  of  the  many  facilities  for  transit  be- 
tween tlie  city  proper  and  the  suburbs,  many 
of  the  younger  churches  have  drawn  largely 
from  its  membership.  The  effort  made  in 
recent  years,  therefore,  to  keep  up  the  growth 
in  membership  has  had  counteracting  circum- 
stances. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Wallace  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Publication  of  the  United  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  and  was  on  the  Board  at  the  time 
the  fine  new  building  was  erected.  He  has 
also  been  for  many  years  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Seminary  of  Alle- 
gheny. Since  coming  to  Pittsburg,  he  has 
been  very  active  in  the  Presbytery,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Supplies. 
He  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  Home 
Missions  Department  of  the  church,  and 
through  his  efforts  many  new  societies  have 
been  formed,  and  many  struggling  churches 
have  been  encouraged  to  become  self-support- 
ing. 

Mr.  Wallace  married  Mary  J.  Nevin,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Nevin,  of  Beaver  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, who  was  a  prominent  resident  there 
and  an  Elder  in  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  Nevin  family  is  of  Scotch  an- 
cestry, and  came  to  this  country  from  Ireland. 
The  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  have  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Thomas  H.,  a  practising  phy- 
sician of  Pittsburg;  Bertha;  Millie;  and 
Guian  de  Armond,  the  last  two  named  being 
still   in  school. 


'AMES  C.  ELLIOT,  a  real  estate  and 
insurance  broker  of  Pittsburg,  svith  an 
office  at  27  Chartier  Street  and  a  resi- 
dence at  179  Island  Avenue,  was  born  January 
18,  1826,  in  Pittsburg,  on  Second  Avenue,  be- 
tween Ross  and  Grant  Streets,  son  of  James 
W.   and   Mary    (Chapman)    Elliot.     The    first 


representative  of  the  family  here  was  of  Ger- 
man origin,  and  was  a  teacher  of  the  German 
settlers  who  first  came  here.  Many  men,  who 
afterward  became  well  known  in  this  section, 
took  their  first  lessons  in  English  from  him. 
There  is  also  a  strain  of  P^rench  blood  in  the 
family. 

James  W.  Elliot,  born  in  Lancaster 
County,  March  4,  1792,  spent  his  youth  in 
the  place  of  his  nativity.  When  a  young  man 
he  came  to  Pittsburg,  and  worked  for  a  time 
in  McComb's  carriage  manufactory  on  Fourth 
Avenue.  Later  he  became  owner  of  a  black- 
smith shop  that  occupied  the  site  on  which  the 
Monongahela  House  now  stands,  and  there 
carried  on  business  when  Pittsburg  was  only  a 
village.  He  also  owned  real  estate  in  various 
places  near  here.  In  1S40  he  went  into  the 
florist  and  nursery  business  in  Brownstown, 
where  he  had  a  number  of  greenhouses. 
Shortly  after  he  opened  a  florist  business  in 
Pittsburg,  being  the  first  person  to  start  in 
that  line  in  the  city.  The  store  at  114 
Market  Street  was  kept  open  by  one  of  his 
sons  until  recently. 

His  death  occurred  November  5,  1865.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  First  South 
Side  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  and  was 
very  active  in  forwarding  the  interests  of  the 
society,  and  of  the  denomination.  His  wife, 
Mary,  died  when  James  C.  was  seven  days 
old.  He  married  again,  and  his  second  wife 
bore  him  four  sons  and  a  daughter. 

James  C.  Elliot  attended  the  public  school 
on  Water  Street,  under  the  instruction  of  Mr. 
Meads.  Subsequently  he  went  into  the  iron 
business,  apprenticing  himself  to  Robinson, 
Minis  &  Miller,  with  whom  he  served  four 
years  and  a  half,  learning  engine  building. 
He  then  apprenticed  himself  to  James  Elliot, 
a  blacksmith,  and  learned  the  blacksmith 
trade.     Soon  after  he  became  manager  of  the 
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Klosnaus  Rail  Mill  at  the  South  Side,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  for  three  years. 
Then  he  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  as  superin- 
tendent for  the  Smith  Bridge  Company,  and 
supervised  the  construction  of  a  number  of 
large  bridges.  Under  Captain  William  Nel- 
son and  James  Anderson  he  superintended  the 
construction  of  the  Illinois  &  St.  Louis 
Bridge.  This  was  the  first  bridge  of  the  kind 
built  in  the  United  States,  and  was  the  first 
Mississippi  River  bridge  at  St.  Louis.  With 
a  large  force  of  workmen  he  was  over  a  year 
in  putting  in  two  caissons,  which  were  sunk 
in  the  river  to  bed-rock,  a  remarkable  feat. 
Mr.  Elliot's  ne.xt  work  was  the  bridge  across 
the  Maumee  River  at  Toledo.  Since  then  he 
has  built  many  smaller  bridges,  including  that 
of  the  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago 
Railroad  across  the  Allegheny,  which  is 
known  as  one  of  the  best  bridges  in  the  coun- 
try. He  continued  in  this  line  of  work  until 
about  ten  years  ago,  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  time  being  with  the  Anderson  &  Dupuy 
Company,  of  McKee's  Rocks.  Also  for  some 
eleven  years  he  successfully  speculated  in  the 
oil  business  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  He 
has  bought  property  in  the  vicinity  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  now  carries  on  a  real  estate  and  in- 
surance business. 

On  October  i,  187S,  Mr.  Elliot  married 
Miss  Susanna  Doyle,  of  Pittsburg,  who  was 
born  on  the  South  Side,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Mary  (Robinson)  Doyle.  Mrs.  Doyle's 
family  lived  in  Lancaster,  and  owned  property 
where  the  Lancaster  court-house  now  stands. 
This  marriage  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of 
four  children:  Mary,  the  eldest  child,  is  now 
the  wife  of  J.  Oakley;  Harriet  E.  is  the  wife 
of  Mr.  James  B.  Culley,  who  is  the  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  Typographical  Union,  No. 
7;  Harry  A.  lives  in  Pittsburg;  and  J.  B. 
Elliot,  the  youngest  child,  at  McKee's  Rocks. 
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AVID  McCARGO,  the  general  super- 
intendent of  the  Allegheny  Valley 
Railway  Company,  with  which  he 
has  been  officially  connected  for  twenty-one 
years,  is  an  esteemed  resident  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  his  birth  occurred  June 
6,  1835.  He  comes  of  Scotch  ancestry  on  the 
paternal  side,  his  father,.  Nathaniel  McCargo, 
having  been  born  and  bred  in  Wigtonshire, 
Scotland,  in  the  village  of  Kirkmaiden.  Na- 
thaniel left  his  native  land  in  1819,  and  came 
to  Pittsburg,  where,  chiefly  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, he  remained  until  his  death,  at  a  vener- 
able age,  in  1881.  He  was  well  kncnvn  to  the 
old-time  residents  of  the  city  as  toll-keeper  of 
the  Greensburg  pike,  in  which  capacity  he 
acted  for  many  years.  He  married  Miss  Isa- 
bella A.  Sayle,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Ramsey,  Isle  of  Man.  .She  died  in  1841, 
leaving  six  children,  namely:  John,  who  was 
for  some  years  City  Comptroller  of  Pittsburg, 
and  died  leaving  two  sons  —  John  and  Wall- 
ace, now  in  St.  Louis;  Robert,  who  was 
professor  of  music  in  the  public  schools  of 
this  city,  and  left  one  son;  Charles,  the  late 
general  freight  agent  of  the  Allegheny  Valley 
Railroad,  who  died  leaving  four  daughters  — 
Mrs.  Ellen  Mason,  Clara,  Gertrude,  and  Mrs. 
Edith  Williamson;  Frank,  who  died  when 
young;  Elizabeth  and  Isabella,  both  also  de- 
ceased. The  father  belonged  in  earlier  life 
to  the  Presbyterian  church,  but  later  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  with 
which  his  wife  was  identified.  Her  parents, 
who  were  also  prominent  members  of  that  de- 
nomination, often  entertained  at  their  hospi- 
table board  the  Rev.  Charles  Wesley. 

David   McCargo  obtained  his  education   in 
the  public  schools   of   his   native   city  and   in 
the  University  of  Western  Pennsylvania.      At  . 
the  age  of  fourteen   years  he   entered   the   ser- 
vice of  the  Atlantic  &  Ohio  Telegraph  Com- 
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pany,  and  three  years   later  became  an  opera- 
tor.     In    1852    he    accepted    the    position    of 
assistant  operator  with  the   Pittsburg,  Cincin- 
nati &  Louisville  Telegraph  Company,  which 
had  lines  running  to  those  cities.      In  1S58  he 
was  appointed  superintendent  of  telegraph  for 
the    Pennsylvania    Railway    Company   by  the 
late  Colonel  Thomas  A.    Scott,  then  general 
superintendent  of  the  road,  and  had  his  office 
at  Altoona.      Soon   after  the   breaking  out  of 
the   war,   while  occupying  that   position,  Mr. 
McCargo,  at  the  request  of  Colonel  Scott,  or- 
ganized   the    first    corps    of    military    teleg- 
raphers,   taking   them   from   operators   on    the 
line  of  the  Pennsylvania   Railroad,   and   sent 
them  to   Washington.      He  continued   in   Al- 
toona until  1864,  when  he  was  made  assistant 
superintendent    of    the    Pittsburg    division    of 
that  road,  Andrew  Carnegie  being  at  that  time 
the  superintendent.      A   short   time  afterward 
he    was    chosen    superintendent     of     the     Oil 
Creek   and    Allegheny  River  Railway;   and  in 
1866  he  became  division  superintendent  of  the 
Northern  &  Horicon  division  of  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &   St.  Paul   Railroad,  of  which    he 
had    charge    for    two  years.      In    1868   he    ac- 
cepted the  superintendency  of  the   Pacific   & 
Atlantic  Telegraph   Company,  which   he  man- 
aged   until    1874.      Then   he    resigned    to   be- 
come vice-president  of  Oil  Creek  &  Allegheny 
River  Railroad.      In  the  following  year  he  was 
appointed  receiver  of  the   Oil   Creek  &  Alle- 
gheny River  Railroad,  and    in   the  same  year 
he  accepted  the  office  which  he  now  holds. 

On  December  12,  i860,  Mr.  McCargo  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ellen  Simpson, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Verner) 
Morrison,  of  Pittsburg.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren—  Elizabeth  Verner  and  Grant.  The 
latter  is  a  prosperous  business  man  of  this 
city,  being  the  manager  and  one  of  the  mem- 
bers   of    the    Pennsylvania    Lubricating    Oil 


Company.  Mr.  David  McCargo  is  a  trustee 
of  the  Carnegie  Library,  having  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  Board  by  Mr.  Carnegie.  He 
is  also  a  trustee  of  Christ  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

S^OHN  M.  OAKLEY,  formerly  a  well- 
known  stock  broker  of  Pittsburg,  was 
born  in  this  city,  July  23,  1S40,  son  of 
John  M.  and  Catherine  (Murphy)  Okely. 
The  family  is  of  English  origin.  Mr.  Oak- 
ley's great-grandfather,  John  Okely,  born  in 
Bedford,  England,  came  to  this  country  in 
1742,  joining  the  Moravian  colony  at  Bethle- 
hem, where  he  became  a  Deacon  in  the  Mora- 
vian church,  and  was  very  prominent  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  In  1774  John  was  commissioned 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  by  Governor  Penn,  and 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
he  was  appointed  Assistant  Commissary -gen- 
eral. He  died  at  Lancaster  in  1792,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  the  owner  of  all 
Lancaster  County.  John  Okely  (second),  son 
of  the  first  John  by  a  third  wife,  was  born  at 
Bethlehem,  Pa.,  April  22,  1778.  He  married 
Allisanna  Wilson,  and  removed  to  Baltimore, 
where  he  was  numbered  among  the  Quaker 
residents  of  that  city. 

John  M.  Okely,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  moved  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  became  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Knap  &  Totten,  manufacturers  of  ord- 
nance for  the  United  States  Navy.  He  sub- 
sequently formed  other  business  connections, 
the  firm  being  known  as  Scaife,  Atkinson  & 
Okely,  and  carried  on  a  large  foundry  busi- 
ness, owning  many  steamers  on  Western 
waters.  He  and  his  wife  resided  in  Pittsburg 
until  just  before  the  Civil  War.  Then  they 
removed  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  died 
January  12,  1862.  Three  of  their  children, 
Mary,  Emily,  and  Harry,  are  now  residents  of 
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Philadelphia.  The  wife,  Catherine,  was  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  Murphy,  who,  born  in  the 
County  Wexford,  Ireland,  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica early  in  life,  bringing  with  him  the  ma- 
chinery necessary  for  the  manufacture  of 
woollens,  and  first  settled  in  Pittsfield,  Mass. 
In  1 82 1  he  came  to  Pittsburg,  establishing  in 
this  city  the  first  woollen-mill  west  of  the 
Alleghanies.  His  establishment,  which  was 
a  large  one  for  those  days,  included  a  six- 
hundred-acre  lot,  with  a  factory  and  tenement 
houses  for  his  employees.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Mead,  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  a  leading 
belle  of  her  time,  and  a  direct  descendant  of 
William  Mead,  who  came  to  this  country 
about  the  year  1629. 

After  preparing  for  college  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  city,  John  M.  Oakley  entered 
the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
finished  his  studies  in  New  York  City.  In 
1 86 1  the  young  student  enlisted  in  the  Friend 
Rifles  of  St.  Louis,  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  First  Orderly  Sergeant,  was  transferred  to 
a  New  York  company  and  made  First  Lieu- 
tenant, and  six  months  later  was  made  Cap- 
tain of  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  Sickles's 
brigade.  At  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  while 
in  the  field  hospital,  he  was  taken  prisoner, 
and  sent  to  Libby  Prison,  from  which,  after  a 
confinement  of  thirty  days,  he  escaped  with 
two  brother  officers.  The  romantic  story  of 
the  adventures  of  him  and  his  companions  is 
well  known  to  the  readers  of  our  magazines. 
The  youngest  officer  of  the  brigade,  he  had 
passed  his  twenty-first  birthday  amid  the  hor- 
rible surroundings  of  the  famous  Southern 
prison  pen.  On  account  of  his  youth  and  pre- 
ferment much  jealous  feeling  had  been  ex- 
cited among  the  older  officers  of  his  regiment, 
so  that,  upon  his  return  after  his  escape,  he 
found  himself  confronted  with  a  court-martial 
on   the   charge   of    desertion.      Heartily   sick- 


ened of  his  regiment  by  a  further  detention  of 
six  weeks  under  arrest,  he  resigned  with  the 
permission  of  his  general,  returned  to  Pitts- 
burg, and  re-enlisted.  Throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  the  war  young  Oakley  served  on 
the  staff  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Third  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  he  spent  two  years  in  the 
War  Department  at  Washington,  and  on  his 
return  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  In 
1884  Mr.  Oakley,  having  developed  a  decided 
talent  for  finance,  established  a  banking  and 
brokerage  business  in  Pittsburg.  His  house 
became  at  once  the  leading  firm  on  the  street, 
and  at  the  end  of  ten  years  he  was  able  to  re- 
tire with  a  comfortable  fortune.  After  his 
retirement  from  active  business  he  spent 
much  time  in  travel.  On  March  2,  1897, 
while  on  his  way  to  Japan,  he  was  fatally 
stricken  with  apoplexy.  At  this  time  he  was 
a  director  of  the  United  States  Bank  and  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Rev- 
olution. 

On  April  13,  1S80,  Mr.  Oakley  married 
Imogen  Brashear,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Basil 
Brown  Brashear,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  a 
descendant  of  Benois  Brasseuir,  a  French 
Huguenot,  who,  to  escape  religious  persecu- 
tion in  his  own  country,  came  to  America  in 
1658.  He  received  a  grant  of  land,  signed  by 
Lord  Baltimore,  in  Prince  George's  County, 
Maryland.  From  him  the  line  of  descent 
continued  through  Robert,  Samuel,  Sr.,  and 
Samuel,  Jr.  The  last  named,  at  the  age  of 
eighty,  was  a  member  of  the  Colonial  militia 
and  an  active  soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution. His  son,  Otho  Brashear,  the  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Oakley,  was  born  October  25, 
1793,  at  Brownsville,  Pa.,  where  he  resided 
until  his  migration  to  Ohio  after  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Hannah  Colvin.      He  fought  in  the 
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War  of  1S12,  and  was  afterward  a  Colonel  in 
the  militia.  Dr.  Basil  Brown  Brashear  was 
born  in  Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania,  Febru- 
ary 24,  1822,  and  spent  his  early  life  in  that 
place.  Having  studied  medicine,  he  practised 
it  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio.  While  so 
employed  he  was  called  to  a  professorship  in 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
VVooster  at  Cleveland,  in  which  capacity  he 
now  serves  that  institution.  He  joined  the 
army  as  surgeon  of  the  Sixteenth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  rose  to  the  position  of  sur- 
geon-in-chief of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps, 
and  became  later  the  medical  director  of  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  with  his  headquarters 
at  New  Orleans,  serving  there  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  with  the  rank  of  Major.  Re- 
cently he  has  given  his  attention  to  the  teach- 
ing of  medicine.  Dr.  Brashear  married  Cath- 
erine Whitacre,  a  collateral  descendant  of 
Matthew  Thornton,  the  signer  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  from  New  Hampshire. 
Their  daughter  Imogen  was  born  in  Tuscara- 
was County,  and  was  educated  in  the  Bishop 
Bowman  Institute  in  Pittsburg,  in  which, 
after  graduating,  she  became  one  of  the  fac- 
ulty. Mrs.  Oakley  on  her  mother's  side  is  a 
descendant  of  George  de  Hulme,  a  Quaker, 
who  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1700,  and 
settled  near  Philadelphia.  He  was  a  descend- 
ant of  William  de  Houlme,  a  Norman  gentle- 
man, who  accompanied  William  the  Conqueror 
into  England.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Oakley's 
mother,  Thornton  Whitacre,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  was  a 
prominent  public  man,  though  a  Quaker. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oakley  became  the  parents  of 
one  son,  Thornton,  now  a  boy  of  about  sixteen 
years,  who  resides  with  his  mother.  Mrs. 
Oakley  is  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Civic  Club,  and  has  held  the  position  of  secre- 
tary since  its  organization.     She  is  a  member 


of  St.  Andrew's  Episcopal  Church.  She  also 
belongs  to  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution, 
the  United  States  Daughters  of  181 2,  and  to 
various  other  social  and  philanthropic  clubs. 


jf^EV.  WILLIAM  A.  STANTON,  for 
I  ^^  the  past  seven  years  pastor  of  the 
1>^  V^^  Shady  Avenue  Baptist  Church  in 
Pittsburg,  was  born  in  Lawrenceville,  Tioga 
County,  Pennsylvania,  March  5,  1854,  son  of 
Charles  A.  and  Helen  J.  (Nichoson)  Stanton. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years  Thomas  Stanton, 
the  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  America,  took 
passage  on  the  "Bonaventura '"  from  London 
for  Virginia,  January  2,  1635.  In  1636  he 
appears  on  record  in  Boston,  Mass.,  serving  as 
a  magistrate.  Later  he  served  in  the  Pequod 
War.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  Ind- 
ian language,  and  was  most  useful  to  the 
Colonial  authorities  as  interpreter.  Especial 
mention  is  made  of  his  bravery  in  the  battle 
of  Fairfield  Swamp,  where  he  nearly  lost  his 
life.  He  married  Ann,  eldest  daughter  of 
Dr.  Thomas  and  Ann  Lord.  His  second  son, 
who  was  a  Captain  in  King  Philip's  War,  was 
born  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1641,  married 
Hannah  Thompson,  1664,  died  in  Stonington, 
Conn.,  17 1 3.  His  son,  John,  born  May  22, 
1665,  at  Stonington,  Conn.,  married  Mary 
Starkweather  before  1709,  died  1755.  He 
lived  in  Preston,  Conn.  Next  in  line  of  de- 
scent was  Daniel,  a  farmer,  born  January  8, 
1708,  married  April  22,  1737,  Mrs.  Dinah 
Starkweather,  died  1775.  To  this  couple 
were  born  eleven  children,  among  them  John, 
the  fifth  child,  born  June  20,  1746,  at  Pres- 
ton, Conn.,  married  August  16,  1774,  Hulda 
Freeman,  a  descendant  of  Joseph  F"reeman, 
who  came  to  Connecticut  in  1698.  John 
Stanton,  last  named,  was  a  soldier  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  was  First  Sergeant 
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in  Captain  Joseph  Boardman's  company, 
Eighth  Regiment,  Connecticut  militia.  The 
regiment  was  under  the  com.mand  of  Colonel 
Oliver  Smith,  of  New  York,  and  served 
through  the  campaign  in  which  General  Howe 
drove  Washington  from  Long  Island  and  New 
York  City,  and  thereby  gained  control  of  the 
lower  Hudson.  In  1790  John  Stanton,  the 
Revolutionary  veteran,  settled  in  Charleston, 
Montgomery  County,  N.Y.  His  wife  died 
there  March  31,  1807;  and  in  1815  he  re- 
moved with  his  son,  Captain  Amasa  Stanton, 
to  Hornby  township,  Steuben  County,  N.Y. , 
where  he  died  March  16,  1818.  He  had  nine 
children,  the  fifth  of  whom  was  Amasa,  born 
June  6,  1788,  at  Preston,  and  married  in  18 14 
Dimmis  Brown,  in  Charleston,  N.Y.  In 
1815,  with  his  wife,  one  child,  and  his  father, 
he  located  in  Steuben  County,  on  a  farm  which 
he  cleared  and  cultivated.  He  died  there, 
December  28,  1843,  leaving  seven  children, 
the  fourth  of  whom  was  Charles  A.,  born  No- 
vember 8,  1823,  in  Steuben  County. 

In  young  manhood  Mr.  Charles  A.  Stanton 
taught  school.  Later  he  kept  a  general  mer- 
chandise store  in  Lawrenceville;  and  in  1859 
he  removed  to  Madison,  Ind.,  where  he  carried 
on  a  wholesale  boot  and  shoe  business  until 
the  time  of  his  death  in  March,  1892.  He 
was  an  honored  citizen,  honest  in  his  business 
dealings,  as  in  every  position  in  life.  It  was 
said  of  him  that  his  life  was  like  an  open 
book  with  pages  pure  and  clean.  He  was  for 
twenty-five  years  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Madison  &  Hanover  Pike  Company,  served  for 
six  years  on  the  School  Board,  and  was  a  di- 
rector in  the  Fireman's  and  Mechanics'  Insur- 
ance Company,  in  the  Madison  Stove  Com- 
pany, and  was  identified  with  the  woollen  and 
cotton  mills  of  the  place.  He  was  also  a  di- 
rector on  the  Board  of  the  Old  Ladies'  Home 
Society.      "Such  a  character  as   that  of   Mr. 


Stanton,"  it  has  been  well  said,  "was  not  the 
result  of  accident,  but  the  logical  sequence  of 
a  religious  ancestry,  who  had  profound  con- 
victions of  God's  word  and  of  their  account- 
ability for  the  early  religious  training  of  their 
children."  Upon  the  occasion  of  his  death 
the  city  schools  of  Madison  were  dismissed,  to 
enable  the  teachers  to  attend  the  funeral. 

He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  for- 
merly Miss  Helen  J.  Nichoson,  died  May   12, 

1862.  He    married     second,     September    8, 

1863,  Anna  Beers,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Helen  Stanton,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Mr.  H.  C.  Dixon,  the  president  of 
Mount  Pleasant  Institute,  Pennsylvania;  Olive 
C,  now  the  wife  of  W.  L.  Nuttall,  of  New 
Castle,  Ky.;  Charles  E. ,  who  is  preparing  for 
the  ministry  at  Crozcr  Theological  Seminary 
at  Upland,  Pa.;  and  Robert  F. ,  the  youngest 
son,  who  has  succeeded  his  father  in  business 
at  Madison,  Ind. 

William  A.,  son  of  his  father  by  the  first 
wife,  was  graduated  at  the  Madison  High 
School  in  1871,  at  Hanover  College  in  1875, 
at  the  Rochester  (N.Y.)  Theological  Semi- 
nary in  1878,  and  received  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Philosophy  from  the  University  of  Chi- 
cago in  1886.  He  was  ordained  as  a  Baptist 
minister  in  Muncie,  Ind.,  April  14,  1878,  and 
held  a  pastorate  there  for  two  years.  After  a 
five  years'  ministry  with  the  Vermont  Street 
Church  in  Ouincy,  111.,  he  accepted  a  call  to 
the  First  Baptist  Church  at  Rockford  in  1885, 
and  in  the  year  1890  became  pastor  of  the 
Shady  Avenue  Baptist  Church  in  Pittsburg, 
where  he  still  remains. 

He  married  September  4,  1878,  Sara 
Louisa  Rogers,  of  Wheatland,  Monroe  County, 
N.Y.  Her  American  ancestry  is  as  follows: 
James  Rogers,  born  in  161 8  in  England, 
came  to  America  on  the  ship  "Increase"  in 
1635,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of   Samuel 
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Rowland,  lived  in  Stratford,  Milford,  and 
New  London,  Conn.,  died  1687.  James, 
Jr.,  born  February  15,  1652,  at  Stratford, 
Conn.,  married  Mary  Jordon,  daughter  of 
Jeffrey  Jordon,  of  Ireland,  November  5,  1674, 
died  November  8,  1713.  His  son  William, 
born  May  10,  1693,  in  New  London,  Conn., 
married  Elizabeth  Harris,  August  28,  1713, 
died  1 74 1.  Nathaniel,  born  1725,  married 
twice,  his  first  wife  being  Theody  Miner,  by 
whom  he  had  Josiah,  born  in  New  London. 
His  son  Harris,  born  in  July,  1784,  in 
Hebron,  Conn.,  married  Keziah,  daughter  of 
G.  H.  Smith,  died  January  21,  1832.  Daniel 
Erial,  his  son,  born  January  17,  181 1,  in 
Wheatland,  N.  Y.,  married  February  13, 
1840,  Eunice,  daughter  of  Edmund  Fellows, 
of  Chili,  N. Y.  Of  this  union  was  born 
Sara  Louisa  Rogers,  wife  of  the  Rev. 
W.  A.  Stanton.  Their  children  are:  Helen 
Rogers,  Edith  Nichoson,  Anna  Brewster,  and 
Charles  A. 

Dr.  Stanton  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  is  at  the  present 
time  serving  his  third  term  as  State  Chap- 
lain. During  his  college  course  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Beta  Theta  Pi  fraternity.  Dr. 
Stanton  stands  high  in  the  ranks  of  Baptist 
ministers.  He  is  first  vice-president  of  Penn- 
sylvania State  Sunday-school  Association, 
of  which  he  was  president  before  the  elec- 
tion of  John  Wanamaker.  He  is  also  vice- 
president  of  the  State  Baptist  Missionary 
Association,  and  has  served  two  terms  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Ministers' 
Union.  He  is  Republican  in  politics.  He 
has  done  much  newspaper  work,  being  the 
Pittsburg  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Ex- 
aminer since  1890  and  an  occasional  contrib- 
utor to  the  Standard  of  Chicago,  to  the  Bap- 
tist Outlook  of  Indianapolis,  and  the  Central 
Baptist  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


T^HARLES  C.  LANGE,  M.D.,  one  of 
I    jp        the  oldest  physicians  of  Pittsburg,  was 

V»i2__^  born  here,  June  10,  1843,  son  of 
Arnold  and  Susanna  (Shaffner)  Lange.  The 
grandfather  was  a  ship  merchant  of  Brem.en. 
The  father,  who  was  born  in  Bremen,  May  23, 
1 81 3,  studied  at  Heidelberg,  Bonn,  and  Stutt- 
gart, and  graduated  in  medicine  at  Wiirzburg. 
About  the  year  1837  he  came  to  this  country, 
locating  in  Pittsburg,  where  he  practised  med- 
icine until  the  time  of  his  death,  January  20, 
1890.  He  was  connected  with  the  Pittsburg 
Infirmary,  better  known  as  Passavants  Hospi- 
tal, from  the  time  of  its  establishment;  and  he 
was  examining  physician  for  the  German ia 
Life  Insurance  Company.  On  July  9,  1840, 
he  married  Susanna  Shaffner,  vvho  was  born 
in  Hagerstown,  Md.  They  had  four  children 
—  Henrietta,  Charles  C,  Kennedy  F.,  and 
Anna  M.  Kennedy  F.  was  a  druggist  in  the 
city.  The  mother,  now  eighty-four  years  old, 
is  quite  active.  The  father  was  a  member 
and  an  Elder  of  the  First  Evangelican  Lu- 
theran Church  from  the  time  of  its  organ- 
ization. 

Charles  C.  Lange  graduated  from  the  Pitts- 
burg High  School  in  the  class  of  i860.  Sub- 
sequently he  studied  medicine  with  his 
father.  In  1862  he  enlisted  as  hospital  stew- 
ard in  the  One  Hundred  and  Third  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served 
in  the  Civil  War  until  1864,  when  he  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Plymouth,  N.C.,  and  sent  to 
Andersonville.  He  suffered  the  tortures  of 
this  horrible  prison  for  a  year,  and  was  then 
exchanged,  going  to  Vicksburg,  whence  he  was 
sent  to  Annapolis.  He  was  discharged  from 
the  service  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in  the  summer 
of  1865.  During  his  term  of  service  he  saw 
a  great  deal  of  field  hospital  service,  went 
through  the  seven  days  of  Peninsular  cam- 
paign, and  was  in  the  battles  of  his  regiment 
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in  North  Carolina.  Upon  his  return  from  the 
war  Dr.  Lange  resumed  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, and  took  his  lectures  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  in  Philadelphia.  After  grad- 
uating in  March,  1867,  he  located  at  Centre 
and  Overhill  Streets,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, and  where  he  is  now  one  of  the  best 
known  practitioners  in  the  district.  He  was 
one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Allegheny 
Medical  Society,  and  also  a  life  member,  in 
recognition  of  his  services  in  the  Free  Dis- 
pensary. He  was  attending  physician  of  the 
Pittsburg  Infirmary,  with  which  he  has  been 
connected  for  the  past  thirty  years,  and  he  is 
now  its  consulting  physician.  He  is  also  ex- 
aminer for  different  life  insurance  organiza- 
tions. 

Dr.  Lange  married  Miss  liirdie  R.  Trego, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Trego,  of  Carlisle,  Cum- 
berland County,  in  October,  1868.  Of  their 
six  children  Anna  B.,  Kennedy  T.,  May 
Ellen,  Charles  Arnold,  and  Frank  C.  are  liv- 
ing. The  parents  are  members  of  the  First 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Pittsburg. 
The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  O.  H.  Rippy 
Post,  No.  41,  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 
G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  has  been  surgeon;  and 
he  is  Past  Medical  Director  of  the  Department 
of  Pennsylvania.  At  one  time  he  took  con- 
siderable interest  in  Grand  Army  affairs. 
More  recently  he  found  his  professional  duties 
demanded  all  the  energy  and  attention  at  his 
command;  and  these  he  has  given  ungrudg- 
ingly since  winning  his  present  high  reputa- 
tion, if  not  the  full  financial  recompense 
which  should  accompany  it. 


(s^^AMES    M.    FULLERTON,   one  of   the 
leading  undertakers   of   Pittsburg,    was 
born  here,  June  13,   1850,  son   of  John 
and    Unity  (Galaher)  Fullerton.      The  father. 


now  retired  from  active  life,  was  born  at 
Omagh,  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  September 
7,  1 8 10,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Wil- 
son) Fullerton.  The  family  comes  of  old 
Scotch  and  Presbyterian  ancestry.  The  grand- 
father, after  living  a  quiet  farmer's  life  in 
Tyrone  County,  died  when  John  was  but  nine- 
teen months  old.  The  grandmother,  who  was 
a  native  of  the  same  place,  and  died  in  1831, 
brought  her  family  of  eight  children  to  Pitts- 
burg in  1823.  Of  these  children  John  is  the 
only  survivor.  The  others  were :  Mary,  who 
became  the  wife  of  John  Ramsey,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  ninety-one;  Jane,  who  died  be- 
tween the  ages  of  seventy  and  seventy-five 
years;  Margaret,  who  was  the  wife  of  John 
Moore,  and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-nine 
years,  six  months,  and  twenty-eight  days; 
Eliza,  who  married  John  Mitcheltree,  of 
Middlesex,  Pa.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
three;  Ann,  who  married  James  Gardner,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four;  James,  who 
died  in  Pittsburg  when  fifty-five  years  of  age; 
and  Robert,  who  died  in  the  West. 

John  Fullerton's  education  was  received 
partly  in  Ireland  and  partly  in  Pittsburg. 
He  came  here  at  the  age  of  twelve,  and  has 
been  a  resident  for  the  past  seventy-three 
years,  seeing  the  city  grow  under  his  eyes. 
When  a  boy  Mr.  Fullerton  was  bound  an  ap- 
prentice to  Samuel  Boyce  in  the  tobacco  busi- 
ness, and  learned  all  the  branches  of  the  trade. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  apprenticeship  he  es- 
tablished himself  in  the  city,  and  for  fifty- 
eight  years  was  a  successful  tobacco  dealer, 
having  been  continuously  in  business  for  a 
longer  period  of  time  than  any  other  man  in 
the  city.  During  the  Civil  War  he  was 
largely  engaged  in  manufacturing,  and  em- 
ployed many  people.  It  was  at  this  time  that 
he  began  a  jobbing  business,  to  which  in 
later  years    he   gave   his   particular  attention. 
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He  continued  in  active  business  till  March, 
1895,  being  then  eighty-five  years  old.  Since 
that  time  he  has  led  a  retired  life.  Mr.  Ful- 
lerton  was  one  of  the  original  stockholders  of 
the  Second  National  Bank  and  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Insurance  Company,  of  which  he  was  a 
director  and  in  the  organization  of  which 
he  took  an  active  part.  He  was  an  ac- 
tive Republican;  but,  though  at  one  time  a 
School  Director  in  the  Fourth  Ward,  he  was 
not  an  aspirant  to  office.  He  married  Unity 
Galaher,  May  21,  1839,  ''"d  has  five  children 
living.  These  are:  John  T.,  Susan  A.,  Will- 
iam W. ,  Samuel  R.,  and  James  M.  He  has 
been  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  for  about  fifty  years.  At  first  he  was 
a  member  of  the  old  Wesley  Chapel  on  Smith - 
field  Street,  where  he  served  on  the  Official 
Board.  Afterward  he  had  relations  with 
Christ's  Church  on  Liberty  Street  and  latterly 
with  the  North  Avenue  Street,  Allegheny 
City.  In  each,  until  recently,  he  figured 
prominently  among  the  church  officers.  His 
wife  died  September  7,  1895,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six.  He  now  lives  quietly  at  the 
East  End  with  his  son,  Samuel  R.,  after  a 
long  life  of  activity  and  usefulness. 

James  M.  F'ullerton  went  to  school  in  the 
Fourth  Ward,  and  received  a  good  education 
in  the  private  schools  at  Sewickley.  After 
finishing  a  preparatory  business  course,  he 
entered  his  father's  store,  and  later  formed  a 
partnership  with  him  and  his  brother,  Will- 
iam W.,  under  the  name  of  John  Fullerton  & 
Sons.  In  18S3  he  left  the  firm,  and  estab- 
lished an  undertaker's  office  on  Penn  Avenue. 
The  business  having  prospered,  he  now  has 
an  office  and  chapel,  especially  fitted  for 
services,  and  a  show-room  and  preparing- 
rooms  on  Ninth  Avenue.  He  has  perfected 
himself  in  his  work,  and  is  skilled  in  embalm- 
ing.     His  exclusive  attention  to  business  has 


always  insured  his  success.  He  was  made  a 
Mason  in  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  221,  Schenley 
Park;  and  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  1039, 
I.  O.  O.  F. ;  and  Lodge  No.  11,  B.  P.  O.  Elks, 
of  Pittsburg.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Tariff  Club  and  of  political  organizations;  of 
the  Junior  O.  U.  A.  M.,  Pittsburg,  Lodge 
No.  117;  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  No.  40;  and  of 
the  Knights  of  P.,  No.  393.  He  has  for  some 
time  been  chairman  of  the  Fourth  Ward  Re- 
publican Committee,  and  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  local  politics.  He  is  now  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  in  the  Fourth  Ward,  on 
which  his  father  had  served.  Mr.  Fullerton 
is  not  married;  and  his  home  is  made  at  his 
place  of  business,  just  above  his  spacious 
business  rooms.  He  attends  and  assists  in 
the  support  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


f^OHN  P.  STERRETT,  M.D.,  a  prac- 
tising physician  of  Pittsburg  for  nearly 
a  score  of  years,  was  born  April  20, 
1826,  in  Juniata  County,  son  of  Robert 
Sterrett.  His  earlier  ancestors  lived  in  the 
north  of  Ireland,  whence  in  1722  or  1726 
John  and  Benjamin  Sterrett  emigrated  to 
America.  They  settled  on  land  now  in  Don- 
egal township,  Lancaster  County,  this  State, 
being  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the 
place.  Benjamin  at  his  death  left  three  sons, 
Robert,  John,  and  Charles,  from  one  of  whom 
Dr.  Sterrett  is  descended. 

James  Sterrett,  the  grandfather  of  the  Doc- 
tor, was  a  lifelong  resident  of  Eastern  Penn- 
sylvania. He  successively  married  Miss 
Hanna  and  Miss  Margaret  McClure.  The 
family  of  the  latter  was  very  prominent  in 
that  section  of  the  country.  She  was  the 
mother  of  Robert  Sterrett.  Robert  was  reared 
to  agriculture,  which  he  followed  during  his 
life,    having   been    a    well-to-do   farmer.      He 
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married  Margaret  Patterson,  whose  progenitors 
were  also  pioneer  settlers  of  Bucks  County, 
coming  from  Ireland  about  the  time  the 
Sterretts  did.  His  children  were:  James  P., 
John  P.,  Margeretta,  Isabella  Jane,  William, 
and  Robert  McClure. 

John  P.  Sterrett  spent  his  boyhood  in  Ju- 
niata County,  obtaining  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  and  the  Tuscarora 
Academy.  After  spending  1845  and  1846  at 
Jefferson  College,  Canonsburg,  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Joseph  Kelley. 
In  1848,  having  graduated  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Virginia,  he  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  association  with  his  former  pre- 
ceptor, Dr.  Kelley.  Dr.  Sterrett  established 
himself  as  a  practitioner  in  Johnstown  in 
1849.  Si.K  months  later  he  removed  to  Aca- 
demia,  where  he  remained  twenty  years,  ac- 
tively engaged  in  his  professional  duties. 
During  the  larger  part  of  the  time  he  was 
connected  with  the  academy  of  that  village  as 
president  of  the  Governing  Board.  In  1875 
he  transferred  his  practice  to  Port  Royal, 
remaining  there  until  his  removal  to  Pitts- 
burg in  1879.  Here  Dr.  Sterrett  soon  made 
himself  known  as  a  physician  of  ability;  and 
his  close  attention  to  his  work  secured  a  good 
practice,  which  he  has  steadily  maintained. 
He  is  well  known  in  professional  circles, 
being  a  valued  member  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Medical  Society,  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Medical  Society,  and  of  the  American 
Medical  Association.  He  has  been  a  Mason 
since  his  early  life.  In  religion  he  is  a  Pres- 
byterian. 

In  November,  1S49,  Dr.  Sterrett  married 
Miss  Anna  Kennedy,  daughter  of  Dr.  Ken- 
nedy. The  five  children  born  of  the  union 
are:  Robert  Moffatt,  a  druggist,  doing  busi- 
ness in  Pittsburg;  James  Rolston,  an  attor- 
ney, likewise  a  resident  of  this  city;  Mary  D., 


the  wife  of  Charles  Shuman,  of  Pittsburg; 
Carrie  J.,  who  married  Lee  C.  Robins;  and 
John  Kennedy  Sterrett,  M.D.,  a  rising  young 
physician  of  this  city. 


'TEPHEN  L.  BLACHLY,  M.D., 
having  been  in  active  practice  as  a 
physician  and  surgeon  for  more  than 
half  a  century,  in  1895  removed  from  his 
home  in  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania, 
to  Wilkinsburg,  Allegheny  County,  where  he 
has  since  lived  retired.  He  traces  his  lineage 
back  eight  generations  to  Thomas  Blachly,  im- 
migrant, who  was  of  Hartford,  Conn,  in  1640, 
of  New  Haven  in  1643,  and  two  years  later 
was  a  resident  of  Branford,  Conn.  Thomas 
Blachly  signed  the  agreement  with  the  little 
band  of  colonists  that  migrated  from  the  latter 
place  to  Newark,  N.J.,  but  did  not  go  with 
them,  and  did  not  receive  any  part  of  the 
lands  set  off  to  him.  His  children,  four  in 
number,  were:  Aaron,  Moses,  Miriam,  and 
Abigail. 

Aaron  Blachly,  the  second  progenitor  in 
this  line,  married  Mary  Dodd,  of  Guilford, 
Conn.,  where  he  located  in  1683,  and  they 
reared  nine  children;  namely,  Mary,  Thomas, 
Dr.  Ebenezer,  Hannah,  Daniel,  Joseph,  Ben- 
jamin, Sarah,  and  Susanna,  the  order  of  their 
births  being  uncertain.  Dr.  Ebenezer 
Blachly,  first,  one  of  the  five  sons  of  Aaron, 
practised  medicine  at  Di.x  Hills,  Huntington 
township,  L.  I.,  many  years.  He  married, 
and  reared  five  children  —  Elizabeth,  Dr. 
Ebenezer,  Joseph,  Benjamin,  and  Daniel. 

Dr.  Ebenezer  Blachly,  second,  the  fourth  in 
line  of  descent,  was  born  in  1709,  and  died  at 
"The  Ponds,"  N.J.  His  wife,  Hannah 
Miller,  bore  him  eight  children  —  Frances, 
Zophar,  Ebenezer  (third),  Miller,  Sarah,  Cor- 
nelius,    Mary,     and     Mercy.       Dr.    Ebenezer 
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Blachl}',  third,  was  born  in  1735,  and  died 
April  ig,  1S05,  near  Mendham,  N.J.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  New  Jersey 
Medical  Society  in  1776,  and  was  a  surgeon 
in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  married  Mary 
Wickham,  and  they  had  a  family  of  seven  sons 
and  five  daughters.  Five  of  these  sons,  Eben- 
ezer,  Henry  VV.,  Absalom,  William,  and  Cor- 
nelius C,  became  physicians;  and  the  eldest 
daughter,  Mary,  married  a  physician.  Dr. 
Hezekiah  Sites  Woodruff. 

Dr.  Ebenezer  Blachly,  fourth,  son  of  Dr. 
Ebenezer,  third,  was  born  in  1760,  and  died 
August  20,  1812.  He  entered  the  American 
service  under  age  in  the  Revolution,  as  sur- 
geon's mate  to  a  North  Carolina  regiment 
which  was  encamped  near  the  old  Raritan 
Bridge  in  the  winter  of  1778.  He  also  acted 
as  a  volunteer  assistant  surgeon  to  a  regi- 
ment in  the  Pennsylvania  line.  In  1776  he 
was  at  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  in  1777  in 
winter  quarters  at  Valley  Forge,  and  in  1778 
at  the  battle  of  Monmouth.  After  the  war  he 
married  Elizabeth  Spencer,  daughter  of  Colo- 
nel Oliver  Spencer,  and  settled  in  Paterson, 
N.J.,  where  he  enjoyed  an  extensive  and  suc- 
cessful practice.  He  had  nine  children, 
namely:  Nancy;  Dr.  Ebenezer  S. ;  Dr.  Henry 
Wickham;  Mary  J.;  Juliana;  Bayard  P.,  a 
druggist  in  New  York  City;  Eliza;  and  Jo- 
seph W.  and  Oliver,  wholesale  dry-goods  mer- 
chants of  Cincinnati. 

Dr.  Henry  Wickham  Blachly,  son  of  Dr. 
Ebenezer,  fourth,  and  father  of  Dr.  Stephen 
L.,  was  born  April  17,  17S6,  in  Paterson, 
N.J.  He  read  medicine  with  his  father,  and, 
after  concluding  his  preparatory  studies  in 
New  York  City,  practised  there  for  a  short 
time  in  company  with  Dr.  William  Budd. 
He  then  settled  in  Washington  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  was  one  of  the  foremost 
physicians    for    forty   years.      On    January    9, 


1806,  he  married  Hannah  Loveridge,  who  bore 
him  twelve  children,  as  follows,  named  in  the 
order  of  their  births:  Ebenezer  S.,  Milton, 
Eveline,  Maria  J.,  Stephen  L.,  Eliza,  Oliver 
B.,  Joseph  Warren,  Lucilla  Caroline,  Har- 
riet Newell,  Henry  W.,  and  Hannah  Louisa. 

Dr.  Ebenezer  S.  Blachly,  the  first-born,  hav- 
ing completed  his  medical  studies  at  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  set- 
tled for  practice  in  Greene  County.  He  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Martha 
Hanna,  and  his  second,  Elizabeth  Alison,  now 
deceased.  His  children,  five  in  number,  were 
born  of  his  first  marriage;  and  of  these  but 
one  grew  to  maturity.  Bayard  Milton,  who 
succeeded  to  the  profession  of  his  father,  and 
for  thirty  years  was  a  practitioner  in  Waynes- 
burg.  Milton  Blachly,  second  son  of  Dr. 
Henry  W.  Blachly,  died  when  si.xteen  years 
old.  Eveline  Blachly,  the  eldest  daughter, 
married  Dr.  William  B.  Porter,  of  Fayette 
County,  Pennsylvania.  She  and  her  husband 
died  leaving  three  children,  namely:  Maria, 
who  married  Francis  Braddock;  Louisa,  who 
became  the  wife  of  William  Carter;  and  John 
Henry,  who  married  Hannah  McAfee,  and 
died  soon  after  completing  his  medical 
studies.  Maria  J.  married  Dr.  Lutellus 
Lindley,  of  Connellsville,  Pa.,  and  died  leav- 
ing one  son.  Dr.  Henry  S.  Lindley,  of  Perrys- 
ville,  this  county.  Eliza  Blachly  married  John 
Milton  Lindley,  who  died  leaving  three  chil- 
dren—  Bayard,  Colin,  and  Sarah,  Colin  being 
now  a  well-known  physician  at  Zollarsville, 
Pa.  Oliver  B.  Blachly  married  for  his  first 
wife  Ellen  Cracraft,  by  whom  he  had  five 
children  —  Byron,  Henry,  Oliver,  Mary,  and 
Howard;  and  for  his  second  wife,  Ella  Hunt. 

Dr.  Joseph  Warren  Blachly,  fifth  son  of 
Dr.  Henry  W.,  was  for  many  years  an  active 
practitioner  in  his  native  town.  He  married 
Eliza  Minton,  who  bore  him  four  children,  as 
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follows:  Maria;  Ellen,  who  died  some  years 
ago;  Joseph  Warren,  Jr.,  who  has  also  passed 
to  the  life  beyond;  and  Frank,  who  married 
Hannah  Post,  and  is  an  able  physician  at 
Peoria,  111.  Lucilla  Caroline  Blachly  mar- 
ried I.  N.  Day,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Morris 
township.  Pa.  Their  children  were:  Henry 
B.,  who  married  Alice  Vail;  and  Homer,  who 
married  Nettie  Donahey,  and  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  at  Smyrna,  Ohio,  but  is 
now  deceased.  Harriet  Newell  Blachly  mar- 
ried Harvey  Lindley,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Harry  B., 
who  married  Sarah  Vankirk,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-three  years;  Ann  Eliza,  the  wife 
of  Samuel  Cozad ;  Oscar;  Howard;  and  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  Henry  VV.  Blachly,  Jr.,  was 
also  a  talented  and  successful  physician,  de- 
voting his  energies  to  his  profession  until  his 
death.  He  married  Caroline  Cracraft,  and 
had  two  children,  namely:  Mary,  who  married 
Dr.  Emerick,  of  Dowd's  Station,  la.,  and  died 
at  a  comparatively  early  age;  and  Henry  W., 
a  lawyer  in  Van  Wert,  Ohio.  Hannah  Louisa 
Blachly,  the  youngest  member  of  the  parental 
household,  never  married. 

Dr.  Stephen  L.  Blachly,  of  this  family  so 
remarkable  for  its  medical  proclivities,  was 
born  December  ii,  1815,  in  Sparta,  Washing- 
ton County,  Pa.,  and  spent  the  entire  years  of 
his  active  professional  life  in  that  locality, 
where  his  father  won  and  wore  the  wreath  of 
medical  honor.  In  early  manhood,  having 
completed  his  general  education  in  his  native 
county  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College, 
he  read  medicine  with  his  father,  after  which 
he  entered  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  received  his  degree.  From 
that  time  until  the  death  of  his  father,  in 
1849,  he  was  associated  with  him  in  profes- 
sional labors;  and  afterward  he  continued 
practice  alone  until    1877.      In   that  year  his 


son.  Dr.  Oliver  L.  Blachly,  of  whom  a  brief 
sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work, 
was  in  partnership  with  him.  While  a  gen- 
eral practitioner,  the  Doctor  paid  special  at- 
tention to  surgery,  in  which  he  was  very 
skilful,  performing  amputations  and  other 
operations.  He  sometimes  used  a  case  of 
surgical  instruments,  now  in  his  possession, 
which  were  once  owned  by  his  great-grand- 
father. Dr.  Ebenezer  Blachly,  third,  and  were 
used  by  him  when  a  surgeon  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary Army.  At  the  time  of  his  retirement 
from  the  duties  of  his  profession  Dr.  Stephen 
L.  Blachly  was  among  the  oldest  practitioners 
of  Washington  County,  and  one  of  the  old- 
est members  of  the  medical  society  of  that 
county,  of  which  he  has  been  president  at 
various  times.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State 
Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  he 
was  first  vice-president  in  1873,  ^"d  by  which 
he  was  appointed  censor  for  the  Eighth  Dis- 
trict in  1874,  a  position  which  he  held  by 
annual  appointment  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Society  and  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
Jefferson  College. 

During  the  late  war  the  Doctor  served  as  a 
volunteer  surgeon  after  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run  and  after  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness. He  has  been  a  diligent  student  of  med- 
ical journals  and  an  occasional  contributor  to 
the  same.  He  is  highly  esteemed  as  a  man 
and  a  citizen,  and  his  intelligent  discharge  of 
his  professional  duties  and  his  careful  observ- 
ance of  the  rules  of  medical  ethics  have  se- 
cured for  him  the  confidence  of  the  public 
and  the  good  will  of  his  medical  brethren. 

On  January  9,  1840,  Dr.  Stephen  L.  Blachly 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Lindley. 
Her  father  was  a  descendant  of  Francis  Lind- 
ley, who  is  reputed  to  have  come  to  this  coun- 
try  from    Holland    in    the    "Mayflower,"    but 
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whose  name  is  not,  so  far  as  we  are.  aware,  in 
any  published  list  of  "Mayflower"  passengers. 
Of  the  union  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Blachly  five 
children  were  born,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  record  of  those  living  is  as  fol- 
lows: Mary  Minerva  married  Stephen  J.  Day, 
a  merchant  of  Sparta,  Pa.,  and  after  his  death 
became  the  wife  of  Sample  F.  McVey,  of 
Wilkinsburg;  Henry  Spencer  is  a  druggist  at 
Waynesburg;  and  Oliver  L.,  M.D.  is  a  phy- 
sician of  Wilkinsburg.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  November  25,  1857;  and  on  July 
28,  1859,  '^l''S  Doctor  married  Miss  Maria, 
daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  Wade,  of 
Fayette  County,  Pennsylvania.  On  his  re- 
moval to  Wilkinsburg,  Dr.  Blachly  built  for 
himself  a  fine  brick  residence,  with  all  modern 
improvements  and  equipments,  on  the  corner 
of  Wallace  and  Centre  Streets,  and  on  the  ad- 
joining lot  erected  one  of  a  similar  architect- 
ure for  his  daughter,  Mrs.  McVey.  For  more 
than  fifty  years  Dr.  Blachly  has  been  a  consist- 
ent member  of  the  Upper  Ten-mile  I^resby- 
terian  Church,  in  which  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century  he  served  as  an  Elder. 


T^HARLES  BLAIR,  formerly  a  prosper- 
I    jj        ous  merchant  of  Pittsburg,  was  born 

Vfcl^_^  in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  May  15, 
1S44,  son  of  Charles  and  Ivate  Blair.  He 
was  a  descendant  of  an  old  Scotch  family 
whose  home  was  in  Dumfries,  and  whose  mem- 
bers fought  in  the  cause  of  William  Wallace. 
The  father  belonged  to  the  Irish  constabulary, 
or  police  force;  and  so  did  the  grandfather, 
Charles  Blair. 

Young  Charles  had  received  a  good  educa- 
tion in  his  native  county,- when  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  emigrated  to  America.  He  was 
first  employed  in  a  grocery  store  in  Flushing, 
N.Y.      One  year  later  he  came  to   Pittsburg, 


engaged  as  book-keeper,  and  some  years  after 
became  manager  of  the  large  estate,  valued  at 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  owned  by 
Daniel  Wallace.  For  many  years  he  handled 
this  estate  with  the  greatest  prudence  and 
frugality,  and  during  Mr.  Wallace's  long  ill- 
ness he  faithfully  cared  for  him.  Upon  the 
death  of  the  latter,  Mr.  Blair  was  left  the 
sum  of  eleven  thousand  dollars,  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  devotion.  He  then  bought  the 
business  of  which  he  had  been  in  charge,  at 
the  price  set  by  the  appraisers  of  the  property, 
and  continued  to  deal  in  flour  and  grain 
throughout  the  rest  of  his  life.  Besides  rent- 
ing large  warehouses  in  the  city,  he  had  other 
large  interests  in  real  estate. 

On  October  29,  1875,  Mr.  Blair  married 
Miss  Lide  Packer,  of  Lock  Haven,  daughter  of 
Job  and  Charity  (Way)  Packer,  both  of 
Quaker  families.  Through  the  Mendenhalls 
Mrs.  Blair  is  descended  from  Joseph  Menden- 
hall,  who  came  from  Ramsbury,  County  of 
Wilts,  England,  and  from  Thomas  Pierson, 
who  was  a  surveyor  to  William  Penn,  and 
whose  figure  occupies  a  prominent  position  by 
the  side  of  William  Penn  in  the  picture  of  the 
Elm-tree  Treaty,  so  familiar  to  all  students 
of  Colonial  history.  The  first  American 
Mendenhall  took  up  land  to  the  amount  of  five 
hundred  acres  under  William  Penn  in  East 
Clair,  Chester  County,  in  1685.  Mrs.  Blair 
is  also  a  niece  of  Governor  William  F. 
Packer,  of  Pennsylvania.  She  had  three  chil- 
dren —  John  Thomas,  Charity  Alsa,  and 
Charles  Packer.  The  Blairs  were  all  Scotch 
Presbyterians,  and  Mrs.  Blair  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church.  On  the  after- 
noon of  April  30,  1884,  Mr.  Blair  came  to  a 
shocking  and  untimely  death,  being  accident- 
ally shot  while  at  his  place  of  business.  His 
death  was  widely  mourned.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Grain  and   Flour  Exchange,  of  which  he 
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was  an  esteemed  member,  specially  called  by 
the  president  in  relation  to  the  sad  event,  pre- 
ceding the  adoption  of  suitable  resolutions  of 
respect,  this  paper  was  read:  "A  great  be- 
reavement has  fallen  on  our  Exchange  by  the 
premature  and  appalling  death  of  one  of  our 
most  worthy  and  highly  esteemed  fellow-mem- 
bers, Mr.  Charles  Blair,  whose  life  so  sud- 
denly, and  without  premonition,  was  taken  on 
the  afternoon  of  April  30,  1884.  The  words 
of  affection  are  few,  and  only  those  shall  be 
uttered  on  this  occasion.  He  was  a  system- 
atic and  thorough  business  man,  scrupulously 
honest,  honorable,  and  just.  In  the  relations 
of  husband  and  father,  friend  and  neighbor, 
citizen  and  Christian  gentleman,  he  was  a 
model  of  human  excellence.  Moral,  discreet, 
and  pious,  his  life  and  his  example  are  left  to 
us  for  our  instruction  and  our  profit.  His 
brief  career  admonishes  us  of  the  uncertainty 
of  life.  As  a  merchant  and  a  citizen,  we 
honor  him;  as  a  man  of  exemplary  habits  and 
noble  character,  we  cherish  liis  memory;  as  a 
true  and  faithful  brother,  we  love  him." 


KRANCIS  J.  TORRANCE,  the  treas- 
urer and  general  manager  of  the  Stand- 
ard Manufacturing  Company  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  in  Allegheny,  June  27,  1859, 
son  of  Francis  Torrance.  His  grandfather, 
also  named  francis  Torrance,  was  a  well-to-do 
farmer,  who  reared  a  large  family  in  the  north 
of  Ireland,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life  of 
eighty-six  years.  The  father  emigrated  to 
this  country  many  years  ago,  locating  in  Alle- 
gheny. Before  many  years  had  elapsed  he 
became  the  president  of  the  Standard  Manu- 
facturing Company  and  the  manager  of  the 
Schenley  estate.  In  Allegheny  he  served  in 
the  Select  Council,  was  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  for  eighteen  years,    and  was  a 


trustee  of  the  Baptist  church,  to  which  both 
he  and  his  wife  belonged.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried. His  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Miss  dure,  bore  him  three  daughters.  These 
were:  Lizzie,  who  lives  in  Ireland;  Martha, 
now  the  wife  of  C.  A.  Smiley;  and  Katie, 
who  died  a  number  of  years  ago.  He  subse- 
quently married  Miss  Jane  Waddell,  who  was 
born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  daughter  of  John 
Waddell,  a  lifelong  resident  of  the  same  dis- 
trict. Two  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
namely:  Francis  J.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  and  Annie,  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  mother  is  still  living,  making  her  home 
in  Allegheny.  The  father's  death  in  1886, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  was  regarded  as  a 
public  loss. 

Francis  J.  Torrance  obtained  his  element- 
ary education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive city,  being  graduated  from  the  Third 
Ward  School  in  1874.  He  subsequently  took 
a  course  at  Newell  Institute,  and  completed 
his  school  education  at  Western  University. 
Then  he  began  his  business  career  by  entering 
the  Standard  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
which  he  was  superintendent  until  the  death 
of  his  father.  After  that  event  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  his  present  responsible  office,  in 
which  he  is  giving  eminent  satisfaction  to  all 
concerned.  This  firm's  enamelling  works  in 
Allegheny  are  said  to  be  the  most  extensive 
in  the  world.  Over  six  hundred  men  are  em- 
ployed by  it  in  this  city.  It  has  branch 
ofifices  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburg, 
Chicago,  Buffalo,  San  Francisco,  and  Mon- 
treal. Mr.  Torrance  is  also  associated  with 
other  business  organizations,  being  president 
of  the  Pittsburg  Madalorium  Company,  of  the 
Washington  Street  Railway  Company,  of  the 
Riverside  Land  Company,  and  of  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Exposition  Society.  Few  men 
have  risen  so  rapidly  as   Mr.  Torrance.      Of  a 
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genial,  kindly  disposition,  courteous  and  un- 
assuming in  manner,  he  makes  friends  and 
well-wishers  wherever  he  goes. 

On  November  6,  1884,  Mr.  Torrance  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  R.  Dibert,  daughter  of  David 
and  Lydia  (Griffith)  Dibert,  of  Johnstown, 
Pa.  Jane  Torrance  is  their  only  child.  Mr. 
Torrance  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
social,  religious,  and  political  interests  of  the 
county.  He  has  been  the  president  of  the 
Americus  Club  for  two  years;  a  trustee  and 
one  of  the  Official  Board  of  the  Baptist 
cluirch,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  for  ten 
years;  and  he  is  the  chairman  of  the  Republi- 
can City  Committee.  He  is  now  serving  his 
fifth  year  in  the  Select  Council,  and  is  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Works 
and  of  that  on  Grade  Crossings.  In  1S95  Mr. 
Torrance  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  Com- 
missioner of  the  Board  of  Public  Charities; 
and  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Lunacy,  a  branch  of  the  Board  previously 
referred  to.  The  family  resides  at  241  West- 
ern Avenue,  Allegheny. 


HOMAS  A.  REX,  M.D.,  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1838,  son  of  George  V.  and 
Mary  C.  (Lentz)  Rex.  He  descends  from 
very  early  settlers  of  Germantown,  Phila- 
delphia, where  the  family  has  resided  for 
nearly  the  past  two  hundred  years.  John  Re.x, 
his  paternal  grandfather,  who  was  a  general 
business  man,  died  in  middle  life,  leaving  a 
large  estate  on  Chestnut  Hill.  George  V. 
Rex,  son  of  John,  was  a  gentleman  of  leisure, 
and  lived  on  the  old  estate.  He  and  his  fam- 
ily were  members  of  the  Chestnut  Hill  Pres- 
byterian Church.  His  death  occurred  about 
the  year  1881,  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of 
his  age.      His  wife  died  eleven  years   later  at  I 


the  age  of  seventy-six.  Her  father,  Jacob 
Lentz,  was  a  merchant,  and  a  descendant  of 
one  of  the  oldest  Philadelphian  families.  The 
Lentz  family  came  of  Huguenot  stock.  Jacob 
is  said  to  have  reached  a  great  age. 

Thomas  A.  Rex  graduated  from  the  Phila- 
delphia Central  High  School.  At  the  early 
age  of  eighteen  he  joined  Captain  M.  C. 
Meigs's  corps  of  United  States  engineers,  in 
charge  of  the  construction  of  the  Washing- 
ton aqueduct.  In  1859  he  graduated  from  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy.  Upon  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  he  went  to  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  and  was  there  appointed  second 
assistant  engineer  in  the  corps  completing 
the  Washington  aqueduct.  He  afterward 
entered  the  Quartermaster-general's  depart- 
ment, and  held  there  the  position  of  chief 
clerk  of  the  Bureau  of  Ocean  and  River 
Transportation.  While  so  employed,  he  was 
able  to  attend  the  medical  department  of  the 
Georgetown  University,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  the  last  year  of  the  war.  Im- 
mediately after  graduation  he  entered  the 
army  as  acting  assistant  surgeon.  Six 
months  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  left  the 
service,  and  matriculated  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  Having  duly  graduated  from 
this  institution,  he  commenced  to  practise  in 
Pittsburg  in  1S66. 

On  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  1871,  Dr.  Rex 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  L. 
McBane,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  McBane. 
They  have  had  five  children:  Louise;  Mary 
C;  Alexander  McBane;  Edith;  and  Marjory, 
who  died  in  infancy.  The  Doctor  is  an 
Elder  in  the  Sixth  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
his  wife  and  children  are  members.  He  has 
always  been  a  Republican,  but  has  no  special 
interest  in  local  politics.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  of  the  Allegheny 
County   Medical    Society,    also   of    the    State 
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Medical  Association  and  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association.  He  stands  high  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  physi- 
cians of  Pittsburg. 


ILLIAM  PIPER  De  ARMIT,  the 
president  of  the  New  York  & 
Cleveland  Gas  Coal  Company,  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  in  Hollidaysburg,  August  24, 
1850,  son  of  Alexander  and  Julia  A.  (Piper) 
De  Armit.  The  original  De  Armits  were 
French  Huguenots  of  noble  birth,  and  the  first 
of  the  family  in  this  country  fled  from  France 
to  escape  persecution.  John  De  Armit, 
grandfather  of  William  P.,  and  a  native  of 
this  State,  had  been  a  resident  of  Pittsburg  a 
year  or  two  when  he  was  killed  by  the  explo- 
sion of  a  boiler  in  Wallace's  marble  yards. 
His  son,  Ale.xander,  who  enlisted  at  Philadel- 
phia in  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Regiment, 
lost  his  life  while  in  the  cause  of  the  Union. 
Alexander's  wife,  Julia,  was  a  daughter  of 
John  Piper,  who  was  born  at  Shippensburg, 
Pa.,  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage.  Mr.  Piper 
lived  at  Hollidaysburg,  and  contracted  exten- 
sively for  mail  transportation  in  Western 
Pennsylvania.  His  death  occurred  in  1870. 
One  of  his  ancestors  was  a  soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olution, and  was  among  the  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Long  Island. 

William  Piper  De  Armit  spent  the  early 
part  of  his  life  at  Hollidaysburg,  and  was  sent 
to  school  in  that  town.  At  the  age  of  thir- 
teen years  he  entered  the  counting-room  of  the 
Blair  Iron  and  Coal  Company,  in  whose  em- 
ployment he  remained  three  years.  During 
the  ensuing  three  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
"overcharge  department "  of  the  Union  Line 
in  Pittsburg.  He  was  next  engaged  by  the 
New  York  &  Cleveland  Gas  Coal  Company, 
of   which   he   is   now  the   president.      This   is 


one  of  the  largest  coal  companies  in  Western 
Pennsylvania.  Beginning  twenty-five  years 
ago  as  a  book-keeper,  he  was  subsequently  the 
treasurer  of  the  company  for  thirteen  years; 
and  he  has  filled  the  office  of  president  since 
1887.  Mr.  De  Armit  married  Margaretta, 
daughter  of  Edward  C.  Dixon,  and  a  descend- 
ant of  the  distinguished  Dixon  family  of 
Maryland. 

HRISTOPHER  ZUG,  a  prominent 
iron  manufacturer  of  Pittsburg,  was 
born  July  19,  1807,  in  Allen  town- 
ship, near  Carlisle,  Cumberland  County,  son 
of  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Keller)  Zug.  He  is 
descended  from  ancestors  who  came  from 
Switzerland  to  this  country  about  the  year 
1727.  His  grandfather.  Christian,  settled  in 
Pennsylvania  near  the  site  of  Lititz,  upon 
land  which  was  given  him  by  the  Penns,  and 
which  is  still  held  in  the  Zug  family.  Jacob 
Zug  and  his  wife  were  both  born  near  Lititz, 
Jacob  in  1767,  and  Margaret  ten  years  later; 
and  here  they  lived  during  their  childhood, 
and  received  their  education.  They  were 
married  December  3,  1793,  after  which  they 
moved  to  Cumberland  County,  and  went  to 
farming.  Seven  children  were  born  to  them; 
namely,  Barbara,  John,  Sarah,  Jacob,  Mar- 
garet, Christopher,  and  Samuel.  When  over 
sixty  years  old,  they  were  baptized  in  the 
church  of  German  Brethren,  then  known  as 
Dunkards,  and  afterward  remained  in  that 
faith  up  to  the  time  of  their  death.  Jacob 
reached  the  great  age  of  ninety-eight,  and 
Margaret  that  of  ninety.  While  they  were 
counted  among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  the 
district,  they  were  especially  noted  for  their 
piety. 

Christopher  Zug  received  his  first  education 
at  South  Middleton  in  a  school-house  which 
stood   on    his    father's   farm.      He   then    went 
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into  the  dry-goods  business  at  Carlisle,  but 
after  two  years  sold  out,  and  came  in  1835  to 
Pittsburg,  travelling  from  Harrisburg  by  way 
of  the  canal.  Here  he  obtained  a  situation  as 
book-keeper  with  S.  Fahnestock  &  Co.,  whole- 
sale hardware  merchants,  where  he  had  been 
employed  for  two  years  when  the  company 
failed.  Then  lie  went  to  work  for  Hoge  & 
Hartmans,  iron  manufacturers,  who  carried  on 
the  same  business  now  owned  by  the  Olivers; 
and  with  this  firm  he  got  his  first  ideas  about 
iron  manufacturing.  He  then  worked 'for 
James  Anderson,  who  in  1846  sold  out  to 
Graff,  Lindsay  &  Co.,  the  partners  of  the  new 
firm  being  Henry  Graff,  John  Lindsay,  Will- 
iam Larimer,  Jr.,  and  Christopher  Zug.  The 
mills  at  this  time  employed  about  three  hun- 
dred men,  and  the  business  consisted  largely 
in  manufacturing  iron  and  in  making  nails. 
In  1854  Henry  Graff  withdrew,  and  the  firm 
became  Zug,  Lindsay  &  Co.  In  1856  John 
Lindsay  died,  leaving  the  business  in  the  con- 
trol of  Jacob  Painter  and  Mr.  Zug,  under  the 
name  of  Zug  &  Painter.  In  1864,  when  Mr. 
Zug  received  his  son,  Charles  H.  Zug,  as  one 
of  the  partners,  the  name  of  the  firm  was 
changed  to  Zug  &  Co.  In  July,  1896,  the 
firm  comprised  Christopher  Zug,  Charles  H. 
Zug,  and  T.  C.  Clarkson.  In  the  same  year 
C.  H.  Reid  was  taken  into  the  firm.  The 
mills  are  situated  on  Thirteenth  and  Etna 
Streets,  and  extend  parallel  with  the  river  as 
far  as  Pike  Street.  The  growth  of  the  busi- 
ness since  1856,  when  Mr.  Zug  took  charge, 
has  been  so  great  as  to  make  several  new 
buildings  necessary.  At  present,  during  a 
moderately  busy  time,  more  than  seven  hun- 
dred men  are  employed,  and  from  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  iron  are 
turned  out  each  day.  Mr.  Zug  is  also  inter- 
ested in  the  Pittsburg  Bank  for  Savings,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  first  directors.      Of  a 


larger  philanthropic  nature,  Mr.  Zug  takes 
great  interest  in  hospital  work.  He  is  the 
senior  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Di.xmont  and  West  Pennsylvania  Hospi- 
tal. This  is  a  great  institution,  comprising 
many  buildings,  and  fitted  up  with  especial 
regard  to  the  comfort  of  the  patients.  The 
branch  at  Dixmont  is  for  the  insane.  Mr. 
Zug  was  also  one  of  the  original  directors  of 
the  Passevant  Hospital,  and  likewise  of  the 
Mercy  Hospital. 

On  May  17,  1831,  Mr.  Zug  was  married  to 
Miss  Eliza  Bair,  who  was  born  April  12, 
i8i2,  daughter  of  Henry  Bair,  of  Hanover, 
York  County.  His  children  were:  Charles 
H.,  the  only  son;  Margaret,  the  wife  of 
James  H.  Parker,  of  Chicago;  Emma,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twelve;  Eliza,  the  wife  of 
Thomas  C.  Clarkson;  Mary,  now  dead,  who 
was  the  wife  of  Harvey  Childs,  of  Pittsburg; 
and  Annie,  the  wife  of  Edward  Burdett,  of 
Chicago.  Mrs.  Zug,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  church,  died  in  1866.  Mr.  Zug 
owns  a  beautiful  home  in  Pittsburg,  on  the 
corner  of  Centre  and  Negley  Avenues.  It  is 
a  substantial  brick  structure  surrounded  by  a 
pleasant  lawn.  While  not  a  member  of  any 
church,  Mr.  Zug  attends  several,  and  contrib- 
utes generously  to  their  support.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat,  but  not  a  partisan  in  the 
aggressive  sense.  In  business  he  has  won 
success,  and  his  public  spirit  and  philan-" 
thropy  have  brought  him  the  respect  of  all 
who  know  him. 


\Cy^/ILLIAM  DUNCAN  O'BRIEN, 
M.D.,  the  City  Physician  for  the 
Hazelwood  district,  and  a  member 
of  the  surgical  staff  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad,  was  born  May  29,  1853,  in  Yates 
County,  New  York,  son  of  Timothy  and  Mar- 
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garet  (Duncan)  O'Brien.  His  grandfather, 
Jeremiah  O'Brien,  who  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, emigrated  to  Canada,  and  was  there 
afterward  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
Jeremiah  died  in  1890,  having  attained  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety-seven  years. 

Timothy  O'Brien,  who  was  born  in  Canada, 
moved  to  New  York  State.  Later  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  province,  but  went  back 
to  New  York  after  a  time,  and  is  now  living 
upon  a  farm  in  Orleans  County.  His  wife, 
Margaret,  was  a  native  of  Scotland  and  a 
daughter  of  William  Duncan,  who  was  a  rep- 
resentative of  a  prominent  Scotch  family  and 
a  college-bred  man.  After  the  death  of  her 
father,  which  occurred  when  Margaret  was  a 
child,  she  crossed  the  ocean  alone  to  join  her 
relatives  in  America,  and  was  reared  in  this 
country.  She  became  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
living  children  are;  William  D.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  John  H.,  another  physician  of 
Pittsburg,  residing  at  21 12  Fifth  Avenue; 
and  Mary,  the  wife  of  Madison  A.  Burnett,  of 
Orleans  County,  New  York.  The  mother 
died  in  May,   1895. 

William  Dimcan  O'Brien  acquired  his  early 
education  in  Canada.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  returned  to  the  States,  and  was  for  a 
time  engaged  in  teaching  school.  When 
twenty  years  old  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Samuel  Holman,  now  of  this 
city,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Bellevue 
Hospital  College,  New  York  City,  in  1878. 
He  first  located  for  practice  in  Kendall, 
N.  Y. ,  where  he  remained  nine  years.  Then 
coming  to  Pittsburg,  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Hazelwood.  He  has  acquired  a  lucrative 
practice,  and  for  some  time  has  been  surgeon 
for  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railway.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Allegheny  County  Medical 
Society,   the  American   Medical   Association, 


and  the  American  Association  of  Railway 
Surgeons.  As  City  Physician  of  his  district, 
he  is  deservedly  popular. 

On  December  29,  1878,  Dr.  O'Brien  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Permelia  Goodell,  a 
daughter  of  Elijah  Goodell,  of  New  York 
State.  They  have  two  sons  —  Paul  and 
Avery.  Dr.  O'Brien  is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  the  Foresters. 


KREMIAH  P.  E.  KUMLER,  D.D., 
pastor  of  East  Liberty  Presbyterian 
Church,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  was  born  at 
Lewisburg,  Ohio,  August  16,  1830,  son  of 
Elias  and  Ann  E.  (Clippinger)  Kumler.  His 
immigrant  ancestors  came  from  Basle,  Switzer- 
land, in  1740.  The  Rev.  Henry  Kumler,  his 
grandfather,  was  a  Bishop  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  United  Brethren  church.  For 
twenty-five  years  he  crossed  the  Alleghany 
Mountains  twice  a  year,  when  it  meant  a  tire- 
some and  difficult  journey.  He  was  a  success- 
ful business  man,  and  owned  considerable 
property.  Selling  his  farm  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  receiving  in  payment  for  it  enough  to 
give  each  of  his  children  a  quarter  of  a  section 
in  Ohio,  he  removed  to  Butler  County  in  that 
State,  near  Hamilton.  His  son  Elias,  who 
was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Pennsylvania, 
was  then  ten  years  old. 

Elias  Kumler  was  a  merchant  and  banker,  a 
very  prominent  citizen,  and  an  Elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  was  one  of  the 
principal  donors  of  Western  Female  Seminary 
at  O.xford.  He  died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years;  and  his  wife,  Ann  E.,  died 
in  1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy-si.x  years. 
They  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  namely: 
Jeremiah  P.  E. ,  who  was  the  eldest;  Mary  C. , 
now  deceased;  Margaret,  who  m.arried  Gibson 
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Atherton,  afterward  a  member  of  Congress; 
Susan  E.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Molyneaux;  Martha 
A.,  whose  husband,  James  Owens,  was  several 
times  a  member  of  Congress  from  Newark, 
Ohio;  William  Festus,  who  died  from  the 
effects  of  being  in  the  war;  Theophilus,  a 
capitalist  of  Oxford,  and  owner  of  a  fine  stock 
farm;  Adelia,  now  Mrs.  James  Molyneaux; 
and  Walter  Scott,  who  lives  at  Oxford. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  at 
Miami  University  in  Oxford,  Ohio,  graduat- 
ing with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
the  class  of  1853.  He  studied  theology  for  a 
year  in  the  Associated  Presbyterian  Seminary 
at  Oxford,  and  then  completed  his  theological 
course  in  1S56  at  Lane  Seminary  in  Cincin- 
nati, at  the  same  time  receiving  his  Master  of 
Arts  degree.  Li  1857  he  was  ordained  at 
Greenville,  Ohio;  and,  after  serving  a  pasto- 
rate of  four  years  there,  he  accepted  a  call  to 
the  church  in  Oxford,  his  home  town,  where 
he  had  in  his  congregation  many  of  his  own 
kinsfolk,  and  also  the  college  president  and 
professors,  his  former  instructors.  At  this 
time  he  also  acted  as  pastor  of  Western  Semi- 
nary, preaching  there  on  Simday  afternoons; 
and  for  the  last  twenty  years  he  has  been  pres- 
ident of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  In  1868  he 
was  called  to  Evansville,  Ind.,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  General  Foster,  ex-Secretary  of 
State;  and  in  1871  he  accepted  a  call  from  the 
First  Church  of  Indianapolis,  of  which  Gen- 
eral Harrison  was  one  of  the  Elders.  Four 
years  later,  in  1874,  he  went  to  the  Third 
Church  of  Cincinnati,  where  he  remained  as 
pastor  for  nine  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  left  the  church  the  largest  in  the  city. 
He  came  to  his  present  parish,  which  is  now 
by  far  the  largest  of  any  Presbyterian  church 
in  Pittsburg,  in  1884;  and  since  his  coming 
the  present  beautiful  stone  church  has  been 
erected  at  a  cost  of   one   hundred   and   twenty - 


five  thousand  dollars.  It  has  a  seating  capac- 
ity of  fifteen  hundred  persons  in  the  audito- 
rium alone,  and  contains  lecture  rooms,  Sun- 
day-school rooms,  and  parlors  for  social  pur- 
poses. A  remarkable  fact  connected  with  Dr. 
Kumler's  pastorate  here  is  that  as  many  as  a 
hundred  persons  a  year  have  been  admitted  to 
church  membership. 

Dr.  Kumler  has  been  Moderator  of  the 
Synod  of  Indiana,  and  also  of  the  Synod  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  has  not  been  without  a 
pastorate  since  he  entered  the  ministry.  He 
has  always  been  in  charge  of  large  and  influ- 
ential societies;  and  he  has  received  into  the 
fold  of  the  Presbyterian  church  between  three 
and  four  thousand  persons,  sixteen  hundred  of 
them  on  profession  of  faith  and  examination. 
He  keeps  in  touch  with  the  Sunday-school 
and  the  young  people  of  his  church,  and  has 
always  had  in  his  churches  societies  of  the 
young  people,  much  like  the  Christian  En- 
deavor Society,  differing  principally  from 
that  in  not  having  ofificial  connection  with 
allied  organizations.  Dr.  Kumler  has  for  the 
past  twelve  years  been  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Board  of  Freedmen,  also  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Presbyterian 
Theological  Seminary,  Allegheny,  and  of 
Pennsylvania  College  for  Women.  Marietta 
College  (Ohio)  in  1876  conferred  upon  him 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity;  and  Miami 
University,  his  Alma  Mater,  in  1S95  gave 
him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

Dr.  Kumler  has  travelled  extensively  in  the 
United  States  and  in  Europe.  In  1888  he  at- 
tended the  meeting  of  the  Pan-Presbyterian 
Council  in  London,  and  was  appointed  mem- 
ber of  a  committee  to  visit  the  King  of  Bel- 
gium, in  order  to  congratulate  him  on  his 
efforts  to  suppress  the  traffic  of  spirituous 
liquors  and  gunpowder.  During  the  war  a 
number  of  his  parishioners  left  his  church   on 
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account  of  his  aggressiveness,  and  went  to  the 
other  churches;  while  as  many  others  from  the 
outside  were  attracted  to  it  by  his  fearless  and 
uncompromising  stand.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Commission,  and  visited  the 
army  in  camp  in  Chattanooga. 

On  October  i,  1856,  Dr.  Kumler  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Abbie,  daughter  of 
Jason  Gould ing,  of  Worcester  County,  Massa- 
chusetts. She  is  descended  from  old  New 
England  stock,  and  one  of  her  ancestors  was  a 
Colonel  at  the  siege  of  Louisburg.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Kumler  live  on  Highland  Avenue.  Two 
sons  born  to  them  died  at  the  ages  of  six  and 
nine  years  respectively.  Their  surviving 
children  are  daughters  —  Anna  and  Ella. 
Anna  Kumler  is  the  wife  of  John  Wight,  who 
has  recently  been  appointed  Commissioner  of 
the  District  of  Washington  City;  and  Ella  is 
Mrs.  William  M.  McKelvy,  of  Pittsburg. 


ILLIAM  D.  KEARNS,  M.D.,  an 
esteemed  physician  of  Pittsburg, 
having  an  office  on  Penn  Avenue, 
was  born  in  this  city,  October  31,  1855,  son 
of  J.  D.  and  Mary  (Ballantine)  Kearns. 
The  father,  a  native  of  Allegheny  County, 
who  kept  a  drug  store  here,  opposite  Fifth  and 
Grant  Streets,  for  forty  years,  died  July  10, 
1894.  His  other  children  are  Mary  and  Anna 
D.  Kearns.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  W.  L. 
Coyle,  of  Pittsburg.  Their  mother  died  in 
January,  1892.  William  Kearns,  the  grand- 
father of  Dr.  Kearns,  came  to  the  United 
States  from  the  northern  part  of  Ireland.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  Scotland, 
was  Sarah  Campbell. 

William  D.  Kearns,  after  graduating  from 
Princeton  College  in  1886,  made  a  special 
study   of   pharmacy   for   a    time.      At    a    later 


date  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Joe  Dickson, 
under  whose  direction  he  began  to  read  medi- 
cine. Subsequently  he  entered  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  in  1890  he  was 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Columbia,  New  York.  The 
succeeding  two  years  were  spent  by  him  as  a 
physician  in  Roosevelt  Hospital,  and  the.  fol- 
lowing year  at  Mercy  Hospital.  On  leaving 
the  latter,  he  opened  his  present  office  on 
Penn  Avenue,  where  he  is  meeting  with  good 
success,  and  has  a  constantly  increasing  prac- 
tice. He  is  a  member  of  Allegheny  County 
Medical  Society.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 


SORENZO  T.  YODER,  a  business  man 
of  Pittsburg,  was  born  here,  May  13, 
«*»'  1848,  son  of  Charles  T.  and  Ann 
E.  (Kennedy)  Yoder.  The  Yoder  family  is 
of  Swiss  origin.  Its  founders  in  America 
were  fugitives  from  religious  persecution  in 
their  own  country.  There  were  three 
brothers,  one  of  whom  settled  in  Ohio,  and 
another  went  South;  while  the  third,  the 
grandfather  of  the  present  representative  of 
the  family,  located  in  Pennsylvania,  and  lived 
to  an  extreme  old  age. 

Charles  T.  Yoder,  the  father  of  Lorenzo  T., 
was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania. 
After  learning  the  watchmaker's  trade  in  his 
youth,  he  settled  in  Pittsburg  just  before  the 
fire  of  1845,  and  was  the  first  watchmaker  to 
locate  here.  A  master  at  his  trade,  he  could 
make  and  put  together  all  the  parts  of  a  watch. 
After  a  time  his  close  confinement  to  work 
brought  on  a  paralytic  stroke,  which  shortened 
his  days;  and  he  died  while  his  son  Lorenzo 
v/as  still  a  child.  He  married  Ann  E.  Ken- 
nedy, a  daughter  of  Thomas  Kennedy,  who 
owned  the  first  looking-glass  factory  in  Balti- 
more,   before  the  days   of  steam,    when  glass 
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was  silvered  by  horse-power.  Mr.  Kennedy 
removed  his  plant  to  Pittsburg  in  the  early 
days  of  the  town,  and  his  was  one  of  the  first 
business  enterprises  of  Pittsburg.  Charles 
and  Ann  Yoder  were  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Three  sons  and 
one  daughter  were  born  to  them,  namely : 
Charles  T.,  an  attorney-at-lavv  of  Washington, 
U.C.,  and  Major  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry;  Hamilton,  now  dead;  Lorenzo  T.  ; 
and  Frances.  Mrs.  Yoder  died  in  1892,  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years. 

After  a  liberal  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Pittsburg,  Lorenzo  T.  Yoder,  the 
youngest  son  of  Charles  T. ,  went  into  busi- 
ness. During  the  panic  of  1873,  in  spite  of 
the  dubious  prospect,  he  established  a  candy 
business,  which  soon  outgrew  its  humble 
quarters.  It  continued  to  improve  until  in 
iSgi,  when  Mr.  Yoder  sold  it  out.  He  is 
now  a  man  of  considerable  property.  One  of 
the  principal  owners  of  the  great  West  Penn 
Gas  Company,  he  put  into  that  enterprise  two- 
thirds  of  the  capital,  now  amounting  to  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars;  and 
he  is  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
The  company  now  supplies  all  the  mills  from 
Apollo  to  Tarentum.  Mr.  Yoder  has  also 
dealt  very  largely  in  real  estate.  He  was  the 
president  of  the  Yoder  Land  Company,  in- 
corporated with  a  capital  stock  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  is  now  the  sole  owner 
under  that  title.  At  present  he  is  buying 
land  and  laying  out  streets  in  Ward  Twenty- 
two,  East  End.  The  boy  who  began  in  a 
candy  store  on  Liberty  Street  at  a  weekly 
salary  of  a  dollar  and  a  half  can  now  look 
over  broad  acres  and  high  buildings  all  his 
own. 

On  May  13,  1874,  Mr.  Yoder  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  McKee,  a  daughter  of  William 
McKee,    one  of  the   old  established   business 


men  of  the  city.  Born  of  this  union  are  two 
children  —  Bessie  and  Harry.  Both  Mr. 
Yoder  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist denomination,  and  are  accounted  among 
the  most  earnest  workers  of  the  Oakland  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Yoder  has  long 
been  associated  with  the  Sunday-school,  is  a 
trustee  of  the  society,  and  from  an  early  date 
he  has  been  an  advocate  of  Prohibition.  He 
is  connected  also  with  the  Masons,  being  a 
member  of  the  Oakland  Lodge,  No.   530. 


ILLIAM  PEACH,  M.D.,  a  homoe- 
opathic physician  of  Allegheny,  lo- 
cated at  58  Monterey  Street,  was 
born  December  6,  1838,  in  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
son  of  William  Peach,  Sr.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  who  was  also  named  William 
Peach,  came  to  this  country  from  England, 
the  land  of  his  nativity,  in  1785.  He  took 
up  his  residence  in  Chambersburg,  Franklin 
County,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a  general 
merchant  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1804  or  1805,  while  yet  in  middle  life. 

William  Peach,  the  Doctor's  father,  was 
born  in  Chambersburg,  being  one  of  a  family 
of  two  children.  He  learned  the  printer's 
trade  in  early  life,  and,  moving  to  Arkansas, 
published  the  Little  Rock  Gazette  for  some 
years.  Subsequently  he  returned  to  his  na- 
tive State,  and  from  that  time  until  his  de- 
mise, in  1847,  when  but  fifty  years  of  age, 
was  a  resident  of  Philadelphia.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Nancy  Armstrong, 
bore  him  four  children,  two  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  Mary,  the  widow  of  the  late 
Josiah  W.  Fletcher,  of  Chambersburg;  and 
Dr.  William  Peach,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
The  mother  died  in  1844.  Both  parents  were 
members  of  the  Old  Seceders'  Church. 

The  present   William   Peach  was  but   seven 
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years  of  age  when  he  left  Little  Rock,  going 
with  his  father  to  Philadelphia.  Two  years 
later,  having  been  left  an  orphan,  he  went  to 
Delaware,  making  his  home  with  his  father's 
uncle,  John  Peach,  on  a  farm  in  New  Castle 
hundred,  where  he  completed  his  early  educa- 
tion. Having  a  natural  aptitude  for  me- 
chanics, he  then  learned  the  machinist's 
trade,  and  afterward  followed  it  for  about  ten 
years.  Mr.  Peach  then  became  marine  en- 
gineer on  a  government  transport,  and  cruised 
for  eighteen  months  on  the  James  and  Dela- 
ware Rivers  and  along  the  coast.  Coming 
to  Pittsburg  in  1865,  he  was  employed  as  the 
foreman  machinist  on  the  gunboat  "Umpqua." 
Afterward  he  put  up  the  largest  steam  ham- 
mer then  in  Allegheny  County,  placing  it  in 
the  Sligo  Mill.  In  1870  Mr.  Peach  entered 
the  service  of  the  VVestinghouse  Air  Brake 
Company,  being  employed  as  a  machinist  at 
their  works  for  five  years.  He  then  began  the 
study  of  medicine,  for  which  he  had  always 
had  a  strong  inclination,  entering  the  Homoe- 
opathic Hospital  College  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
from  which  he  received  his  degree  in  1877. 
Dr.  Peach  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  Rochester,  this  State,  remaining  there 
until  October,  1880,  when  he  located  in  Alle- 
gheny. Here  he  has  an  e.xcellent  and  lucra- 
tive business,  and  is  highly  esteemed  as  a 
citizen. 

Dr.  Peach  was  united  in  marriage,  Decem- 
ber 9,  1868,  with  Miss  Jeannette  Smith,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Denny  and  Sarah  (Reed) 
Smith.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Peach,  of  whom  but  one,  Charles 
Edward,  is  now  living,  the  others  having  died 
in  infancy.  In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a  warm 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a  Mason  of  Stuckratte  Lodge, 
No.  430,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  ;  and  of  the  Royal 
Arch   Chapter,    No.    217,   of  Allegheny.     He 


is  active  in  religious  work,  and  both  he  and 
Mrs.  Peach  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 


B 


ANIEL  ASHWORTH,  one  of  the 
leading  mechanical  and  consulting 
engineers  of  Pittsburg,  and  a  man 
who  has  been  very  active  in  Grand  Army 
affairs  in  Pennsylvania,  was  born  September 
28,  1842,  in  Lancashire,  England,  son  of 
Samuel  and  Eliza  (Fitton)  Ashworth. 

When  Mr.  Daniel  Ashworth  was  in  England 
in  189s,  he  visited  the  old  home  in  England, 
and  succeeded  in  tracing  the  family  history 
back  for  more  than  a  hundred  years,  his  grand- 
father, James  Ashworth,  having  been  a  promi- 
nent textile  manufacturer  in  Lancashire  and  a 
lifelong  resident. 

Samuel  Ashworth,  son  of  James,  was  born 
February  22,  1815,  also  in  Lancashire;  and 
there  he  spent  his  early  life,  engaged  in  the 
textile  fabric  manufacturing  business,  becom- 
ing thoroughly  versed  in  the  details  of  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  and  other  textile  fab- 
rics, and  being  well  known  in  scientific  soci- 
eties. He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1848, 
and  settled  in  Pittsburg,  the  railroad  to  the 
city  at  that  time  not  being  finished.  After 
having  followed  his  old  occupation  of  textile 
manufacture  for  a  number  of  years,  he  engaged 
in  farming.  He  is  still  living  in  Beaver 
County,  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  communicant 
of  the  Episcopal  church,  as  was  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza  Fitton.  Mrs. 
Eliza  F.  Ashworth  died  in  1856.  Samuel 
Ashworth's  family  consists  of  three  children, 
of  whom  Daniel  is  the  eldest.  The  other  two 
are:  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Hornung,  wife  of  Fred- 
erick Hornung;  and  Mrs.  Ellen  Emery,  of 
Beaver  County. 

Daniel   Ashworth,  when   a   mere  boy,    came 
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with  his  father  to  Pittsburg,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools.  He  had 
an  early  predilection  for  mechanic;  and  after 
leaving  school  he  served  an  apprenticeship  as 
designer  of  moulds  in  the  glass  works  of 
James  B.  Lyon  &  Co.,  at  that  time  one  of  the 
most  prominent  firms  in  the  city.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Ashworth  en- 
listed, August  9,  1862,  in  Company  E,  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Infantry,  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  and  was  present  at  the  great 
battles  of  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  and 
Chancellorsville.  His       regiment,       which 

formed  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  was 
mustered  out  of  service  after  Chancellorsville; 
and  for  a  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  great  guns  at  the  Fort  Pitt  Gun 
Works  at  Pittsburg.  In  1864  he  was  com- 
missioned engineer  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  and  served  on  a  man-of-war  with  the 
Potomac  Flotilla  and  with  the  North  Atlan- 
tic Squadron.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr. 
Ashworth  resigned  his  position  in  the  navy 
and  returned  to  private  life.  During  the  next 
five  years  after  the  war  Mr.  Ashworth  worked 
first  for  the  glass  manufactory  at  Portland, 
Me.,  as  master  mechanic  and  designer,  and 
afterward  in  the  same  capacity  for  the  Mount 
Washington  Glass  Company  and  for  the  Bos- 
ton Silver  Glass  Company.  In  1873  he  ac- 
cepted a  position  with  the  Hemingray  Glass 
Company,  of  Covington,  Ky. ,  for  a  jjei-iod  of 
ten  years;  and  upon  the  close  of  the  contract 
he  became  superintendent  of  the  engineering 
department  of  the  Lane  &  Bodley  Company,  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years.  He  then  opened  an  office  in  the  same 
city,  and  for  a  time  did  business  as  an  expert 
in  the  steam-engineering  line.  He  returned  to 
Pittsburg  in  1884,  and  for  a  brief  period  was 
connected  in  a  commercial  way  with  general 
machinery.      In    1888   Mr.    Ashworth   resumed 


his  professional  practice  as  consulting  engineer 
and  steam  expert,  and  in  a  short  time  built  up 
an  extensive  clientage.  For  several  years  he 
has  been  retained  in  his  special  line  by  the 
Carnegie  Steel  Company;  and  he  numbers 
among  those  who  come  to  consult  him  the  most 
prominent  iron,  steel,  and  glass  manufact- 
urers, not  only  in  Western  Pennsylania,  but 
throughout  the  country.  In  connection  with 
his  professional  work  Mr.  Ashworth  is  a 
member  of  many  scientific  societies,  including 
the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engi- 
neers, the  Engineers'  Society  of  West  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  National  Association  of 
Steam  Engineers.  In  these  societies  he  has 
taken  an  active  part,  having  written  many 
valuable  papers  upon  subjects  of  scientific 
interest.  He  is  also  a  contributor  to  various 
technical  and  scientific  journals.  Within  a 
short  time  Mr.  Ashworth  has  associated  with 
him  in  his  business  his  son,  Mr.  A.  K.  Ash- 
worth, formerly  chief  engineer  and  mechanical 
expert  of  the  firm  of  Joseph  Home  &  Co.,  of 
Pittsburg. 

Mr.  Ashworth  lived  for  about  twelve  years 
at  Covington,  Ky. ,  and  during  that  time  was 
a  prominent  Grand  Army  man,  being  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  the  organization  in 
the  Department  of  Kentucky,  and  Commander 
of  the  James  A.  Garfield  Post  at  Covington. 
Upon  his  return  to  Pittsburg"  be  joined  the 
General  Alexander  Hays  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No. 
3,  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
elected  Commander.  He  represented  the  post 
at  various  encampments,  and  has  been  spoken 
of  as  Department  Commander  of  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  made  a  Mason  in  1866,  at  Mononga- 
hela  Lodge  in  Pittsburg;  and  while  in  New 
England  he  became  attached  to  various  Masonic 
bodies,  in  which  he  attained  prominence. 
At  Covington  he  was  elected  Master  of  the 
Covington    Lodge,    No.    109,    and   passed    sue- 
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cessively  through  the  various  councils,  chap- 
ters, and  also  through  the  commandery. 
Shortly  after  his  return  to  Pittsburg  he  was 
elected  Commander  of  the  Ascalon  Command- 
ery, K.  T. ,  No.  59.  He  has  been  honored 
with  the  thirty-two  degrees,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Monongahela  River  Consistory.  At 
present  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Hailman 
Lodge  at  the  East  End  in  Pittsburg,  and  has 
represented  both  Lodge  and  Commandery  at 
Grand  Lodge  and  at  Grand  Commandery.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  various  beneficiary  lodges, 
in    all    of    which   he   has   attained   distinction. 

Mr.  Ashwoith  is  a  devoted  student  of  litera- 
ture and  history,  and  has  written  several  essays 
upon  literary  subjects,  which  have  received 
marked  attention  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
He  takes  great  interest  in  the  drama,  was  a 
member  of  the  Davenport  Dramatic  Club  while 
in  Cincinnati,  and  has  belonged  to  many  other 
dramatic  societies.  Upon  Shakspere  he  is 
recognized  as  an  authority,  and  has  played  the 
parts  of  the  most  prominent  characters  with 
decided  success.  Mr.  Ashworth  is  a  conver- 
sationalist of  rare  power,  and  so  extensive  has 
been  his  reading  and  so  wide  his  experience  in 
life  that  there  are  few  subjects  upon  which  he 
cannot  converse  entertainingly.  The  master 
of  a  pleasing  style  of  address  and  of  a  fluency 
of  expression  which  have  brought  him  consid- 
erable reputation  as  an  orator,  he  is  often  in 
demand  as  a  speaker  upon  festive  occasions, 
and  seldom  fails  to  impress  his  hearers.  He 
has  also  often  addressed  his  Grand  Army  com- 
rades upon  Memorial  Day,  one  of  his  more 
recent  efforts  of  this  nature  being  at  Olean, 
N.Y.,  a  very  effective  address. 

Mr.  Ashworth  has  always  taken  a  lively  in- 
terest in  city  affairs,  and  while  a  resident  of 
Covington  he  served  on  the  School  Board  as 
chairman  of  the  Committees  on  Law  and  on 
Text-books.      At   present  he   is   a   member  of  | 


the  School  Board  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg, 
representing  the  Twentieth  Ward.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  but  there  is  nothing  parti- 
san in  his  nature;  and  the  stand  which  he 
takes  is  always  according  to  his  conviction  of 
what  is  right.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Shady  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  and  takes  a 
great  deal  of  interest  in  religious  matters. 

Mr.  Ashworth  was  married  August  7,  1867, 
to  Sarah  E.  Rowswell,  daughter  of  William 
Rowswell,  and  is  the  father  of  three  sons, 
namely:  William  E.,  who  is  connected  with 
the  Carnegie  Steel  Works;  George  A.,  a 
prominent  mechanical  and  consulting  engi- 
neer ;  and  A.  K.  Ashworth,  who,  as  before 
mentioned,  does  business  with  him.  His 
home  is  in  the  East  End,  in  the  most  beauti- 
ful section  of  the  city.  During  1895  Mr.  Ash- 
worth was  in  Europe,  and  visited  England  and 
France;  and  upon  his  return  home  he  gave 
some  very  instructive  lectures  for  the  benefit 
of  his  friends,  describing  the  interesting  sights 
which  he  had  seen.  Professionally,  Mr.  Ash- 
worth is  a  very  busy  man;  and  his  clientage 
increases  each  year.  He  still  finds  time,  how- 
ever, to  gratify  his  excellent  taste  along  his 
favorite  lines  in  literature  and  drama. 


OHN  H.  ARMSTRONG,  a  prominent 
business  man  of  Pittsburg,  was  born 
September  30,  1861,  near  the  little 
town  of  Brookboro,  County  of  Fermanagh, 
Ireland,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Armstrong) 
Armstrong.  The  father,  who  was  a  native  of 
the  same  place,  and  there  spent  the  early  part 
of  his  life,  was  a  land-owner  and  a  farmer. 
He  afterward  made  his  home  in  Dublin,  where 
he  died  April  8,  1896.  His  wife,  Mary,  who 
was  born  in  Brookboro,  is  still  living  in 
Dublin.  Their  family  consisted  of  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  William   Robert,    the  secretary 
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and  treasurer  of  the  North  Avenue  Stair  Com- 
pany, of  Pittsburg;  John  H.  Armstrong,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Frank,  the  Postmaster 
at  Moreno,  Cal.  ;  Mary,  who  lives  in  Ireland, 
and  is  purchasing  agent  for  Jno.  McBirney 
&  Co.,  of  Limerick,  alleged  to  be  the  largest 
dry-goods  house  in  the  south  of  Ireland ;  Mag- 
gie, now  living  in  Llandaff  House,  Dublin, 
with  her  mother ;  and  Fannie  H.,  the  wife  of 
Arthur  Barnett,  of  Limerick.  The  family 
have  always  been  strong  Episcopalians. 

John  H.  Armstrong  received  his  education 
in  the  national  schools  of  Brookboro  and  at 
the  model  school  of  Enniskillen,  County  Fer- 
managh. He  emigrated  to  this  country  May 
5,  1879,  when  only  eighteen  years  old,  com- 
ing directly  to  Pittsburg.  Here  he  obtained 
work  as  clerk  for  Frank  Armstrong,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  coal  business,  and  remained 
with  him  eight  years.  He  worked  ne.xt  for 
George  McCandless,  a  real  estate  dealer,  under 
whose  directions  he  made  his  first  acquaint- 
ance with  this  business.  At  the  end  of  a 
year,  during  which  time  he  did  some  buying 
and  selling  for  himself,  and  gained  much  prac- 
tical knowledge,  he  bought  the  business  of  Mr. 
McCandless,  and  also  considerable  property 
belonging  to  him,  at  No.  21 15  Penn  Avenue. 
This  was  in  1887.  Since  that  time,  under  his 
efficient  management,  tlie  business  has  more 
than  doubled  in  volume.  Besides  buying  and 
selling  property  for  others  and  occasionally 
for  himself,  he  also  acts  as  agent  for  several 
insurance  and  loan  companies.  Mr.  Arm- 
strong was  the  organizer  of  the  North  Avenue 
Stair  Company,  incorporated  in  1891,  of  which 
he  and  his  brother  are  large  stockholders,  and 
he  the  president.  The  shops,  which  are  situ- 
ated on  North  and  Irwin  Avenues  in  Alle- 
gheny, and  have  been  recently  fitted  up  with 
new  machinery,  give  employment  to  forty 
skilled     mechanics.      Mr.     Armstrong    is    also 


interested  in  the  State  Bank  of  Pittsburg,  of 
which  he  is  a  director.  The  bank,  situated  at 
the  corner  of  State  and  Liberty  Avenues,  is 
built  of  brick  with  a  handsome  stone  front. 
Its  capital  stock  is  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
which  it  has  the  privilege  of  increasing  when 
desired. 

Mr.  Armstrong  is  a  man  of  much  public 
spirit,  and  has  held  many  offices  of  trust  in 
Pittsburg.  He  served  for  two  terms  on  the 
School  Board  as  representative  of  the  Twelfth 
Ward.  During  the  first  he  was  the  secretary 
of  the  board,  and  during  the  second  he  held 
the  office  of  president.  He  was  then  elected 
to  the  Common  Council  from  the  same  ward, 
and  served  on  the  Committees  of  Safety  and 
of  Public  Charity.  He  was  re-elected  in  1S96, 
and  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  and  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Surveying.  In  politics  he  is  a  strong  Re- 
publican, and  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  his  party.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Republican  organization  of  the  Twelfth  Ward 
for  four  years;  and  he  served  on  the  County 
Committee  until  recently,  when  he  moved  to 
the  Twentieth  Ward.  He  was  made  a  Mason 
in  Stuckrath  Lodge,  No.  430,  of  which  he  is 
still  a  member.  He  also  belongs  to  Zerub- 
babel  Chapter,  No.  162,  and  Ascalon  Com- 
mandery,  No.  59.  In  the  latter  he  is  Captain 
General.  He  attended  both  the  State  and 
triennial  conclaves  of  the  Knights  Templar, 
and  was  treasurer  of  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements for  the  trip  to  Boston    in    1895. 

On  April  8,  1886,  Mr.  Armstrong  married 
Miss  Grace  Leonard,  of  Pittsburg,  daughter  of 
Hugh  Leonard,  and  has  now  three  children  — 
Grace,  P'rank,  and  Mary.  Both  he  and  Mrs. 
Armstrong  belong  to  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  family  resides  at  522  Winne- 
biddle  Avenue,  in  the  East  End  section  of 
Pittsburg. 
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Frederick    l.    braun,    m.d.,    a 

pi  well-known  physician  and  specialist  of 
Allegheny,  was  boin  in  Pittsburg, 
June  I,  1844,  son  of  Dr.  Frederick  and  Cath- 
arine (Lahaun)  Braun.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, also  named  Dr.  Frederick  William 
Braun,  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  pro- 
fessor of  anatomy  at  the  University  of  Heidel- 
berg. He  had  a  large  family,  and  he  died  in 
Germany  at  the  age  of  sixty.  His  son  Fred- 
erick, born  in  Baden,  Germany,  graduated 
from  Heidelberg  University,  and  came  to 
America  in  1830,  locating  at  Blairsville,  Pa. 
After  practising  medicine  there  for  a  short 
time,  he  came  to  Pittsburg,  and  established  a 
drug  business,  which  he  carried  on  for  forty 
years.  By  his  wife,  Catharine,  who  is  a  native 
of  Kiel,  he  became  the  father  of  ten  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living.  These  are:  Caroline, 
Frederick  L.,  William,  Rosalie,  and  Iidvvard 
L.  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  Armiel  Seidel,  a 
manufacturer  in  Saxony;  and  Rosalie  is  the 
wife  of  James  Bali,  of  Canton,  Ohio.  In 
1883,  to  receive  a  legacy,  he  returned  to 
Europe,  where  he  had  remained  for  three  years 
when  he  died  at  Itsihoe,  November  16,  1886, 
aged  seventy-six.  His  wife  is  still  living. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 
He  was  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the 
city  of  Pittsburg.  He  owned  and  accumulated 
a  considerable  property,  partly  acquired  by  his 
industry  and  partly  by  inheritance.  His 
wife's  father,  Miguel  Lahaun,  a  retired  ofificer 
of  the  Danish  army,  receiving  half-pay,  who 
had  been  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte  in  Moscow, 
died  while  in  charge  of  a  fortress  at  Itsihoe,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five.  He  is  described  as  a 
man  of  magnificent  physical  proportions  and 
of  undaunted  bravery.  His  wife,  in  maiden- 
hood Eliza  Helena  Brandt,  was  descended  from 
an  historical  Danish  family. 

Frederick  L.  Braun   received  his  early  edu- 


cation in  the  public  schools  of  Pittsburg  and 
Allegheny.  He  was  a  student  of  Allegheny 
College  when,  five  days  after  Fort  Sumter 
was  fired  upon  by  the  Confederates,  he  shoul- 
dered a  gun  in  the  Union  army.  He  belonged 
to  Company  A,  Second  Virginia  Regiment, 
with  which  he  served  three  years.  He  was 
wounded  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
August  30,  1862,  was  captured  on  the  field, 
and  was  subsequently  held  a  prisoner  at  Libby 
Prison  and  at  Belle  Isle  for  three  months  in 
all.  He  was  also  in  the  battles  of  Rich 
Mountain,  Green  Briar,  Alleghany  Mountain, 
Cross  Keys,  Cedar  Mountain,  Cloyd  Mountain, 
and  the  others  in  which  his  regiment  fought. 
On  October  6,  1S66,  the  legislature  of  West 
Virginia  presented  the  Doctor  with  a  medal 
for  gallantry. 

Having  begun  the  study  of  medicine  with  his 
father  and  his  uncle  when  quite  young.  Dr. 
Braun  graduated  from  the  Philadelphia  Univer- 
sity of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  1867,  and  is  a 
licentiate  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
and  Kentucky.  He  took  a  post-graduate  course 
at  the  Alma  Mater  of  his  father  and  grandfather, 
the  University  of  Heidelberg,  in  1881,  and  at- 
tended the  New  York  Polytechnic  in  1884-85. 
Since  the  year  1867  he  has  practised  at  Alle- 
gheny, Cleveland,  Pittsburg,  and  Cincinnati. 
At  first  he  was  a  general  practitioner,  but  for 
the  past  ten  years  he  has  given  especial  atten- 
tion to  nervous  and  chronic  diseases.  He  is 
connected  with  his  brother.  Dr.  Edward  L. 
Braun,  in   several   business  enterprises. 

Dr.  Braun  belongs  to  the  fraternities  of 
Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  Heptasopbs,  the  Union 
Veteran  Legion,  and  the  G.  A.  R.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  has  served  in 
several  public  capacities  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio.  He  has  travelled  much  both  in  Europe 
and  America,  a  pleasure  that  was  much  en- 
hanced by  his  command  of   several   languages. 
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On  October  31,  1863,  he  married  into  a 
highly  respected  family  of  the  South  Side  of 
Pittsburg.  By  this  marriage  he  became  the 
father  of  five  children,  of  whon)  Edward  and 
Emma  are  deceased.  The  others  are:  Kate, 
who  has  become  a  teacher  of  elocution;  Will- 
iam, who  married  Miss  Steele  Smith,  of  But- 
ler, Pa.,  and  has  one  child;  and  Harry  L. , 
who  is  a  teacher  of  dancing  and  an  author  of 
musical  compositions.  A  brave  soldier,  an 
enthusiastic  physician,  a  successful  business 
man,  and  a  cultured  and  polished  member  of 
society,  Dr.  Braun  is  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  know  him. 


tLBERT    W.     NICHOLSON,    a  promi- 
nent member  of  the   Masonic  order  in 
^_ Pittsburg,     was    born    in     Carnegie, 

then  Mansfield,  Allegheny  County,  May  5, 
1859,  son  of  William  and  Louisa  (Williams) 
Nicholson.  The  father,  who  was  born  at 
Noblestown,  Pa.,  in  1820,  spent  his  boyhood 
in  that  place.  He  married  a  daughter  of 
Washington  Williams,  one  of  the  earlier 
steamboat  carpenters  of  this  section.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  on  Dorrington  farm, 
where  he  lived  as  a  farmer  for  twenty-four 
years.  Later  in  life  he  bought  a  farm  at 
Woodville,  and  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business  quite  extensively  until  1877,  when 
he  retired  from  active  life.  He  and  his  wife 
now  reside  in  Pittsburg.  They  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Will- 
iam's brother,  the  late  Thomas  Nicholson,  of 
Beaver  County,  was  a  member  of  the  State 
legislature  and  the  framer  of  the  present  school 
law.  He  was  appointed  by  President  Abraham 
Lincoln  auditor  of  the  war  accounts,  in  which 
position  he  became  well  known.  He  com- 
pleted his  task,  but  died  immediately  after- 
ward from    the    effects    of    the    intense  strain 


caused  by  the  arduous  undertaking.  The 
three  children  of  William  Nicholson  were: 
Albert  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Emma, 
who  is  at  home;  and  Elmina,  now  Mrs.  John 
F.  McKibben,  of  Pittsburg. 

Albert  W.  Nicholson  was  educated  at  the 
public  school  of  Woodville  and  the  business 
academy  of  Professor  R.  H.  Kelly.  Up  to 
this  time  his  father  intended  to  prepare  him 
for  the  bar;  but  a  change  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  family  threw  him  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, when  he  took  a  position  in  the  rolling- 
mill  owned  by  his  uncle.  Here  he  learned  the 
heating  business,  being  given  the  charge  of  a 
furnace.  Five  years  later  he  was  employed  by 
the  Park  Brothers  in  the  steel  business;  and 
on  January  14,  1881,  he  became  an  employee 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company.  On 
the  first  day  spent  in  the  service  of  this  rail- 
road he  was  assigned  the  duty  of  sweeper  and 
baggage  man.  Afterward  he  was  gradually 
promoted  until  he  was  given  entire  charge  of 
one  of  the  departments  of  the  baggage-room 
at  Union  Station.  On  March  28,  1886,  he 
was  transferred  to  the  ticket  office,  serving  first 
as  night  clerk,  then  as  day  clerk,  and  finally 
becoming  assistant  in  charge  of  the  coupon 
window,  a  large  amount  of  money  and  tickets 
being  under  his  control.  He  holds  his  present 
responsible  position  by  virtue  of  strict  atten- 
tion to  business.  He  has  been  active  in  poli- 
tics in  the  Republican  party,  has  served  on 
different  committees,  and  is  now  secretary  of 
the  Wilkinsburg  Republican  Club.  He  was 
made  a  Master  Mason  in  Washington  Lodge, 
No.  253,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Pittsburg,  of  which 
he  is  Past  Master  by  service.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  East  End  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  ; 
of  the  Lodge  of  Perfection,  and  of  different 
Masonic  bodies  of  Pittsburg  up  to  the  Con- 
sistory, thirty-second  degree;  and  is  a  Noble 
of  Syrian  Temple,    Mystic  Shrine. 
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On  December  16,  1884,  he  married  Ida 
McKibben,  who,  born  in  Pittsburg,  a  daughter 
of  Robert  McKibben,  spent  her  girlhood  in 
West  Salem,  Ohio.  They  have  lost  one 
child.  The  four  still  living  are:  Jennie 
Louisa,  Paul  Brodrup,  Robert  Hays,  and  Leo- 
nore  Elmina.  Lilian  Edna  died  in  infancy. 
Since  his  marriage  Mr.  Nicholson  has  resided 
in  Wilkinsburg,  a  suburb  of  Pittsburg.  Both 
he  and  Mrs.  Nicholson  are  members  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  there. 


-rpTNOBERT  M.  EWTNG,  a  promising 
I  ^^  young  member  of  the  legal  fraternity 
-I-^  V^  ^  in  Pittsburg,  who  was  born  Janu- 
ary 31,  1868,  near  Saltsburg,  Indiana  County, 
is  a  worthy  representative  of  an  old  family  of 
this  State.  His  grandfather,  John  Ewing,  a 
lifelong  resident  of  Armstrong  County,  came 
of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  a  fact  that  accounts 
for  bis  active  mental  power  and  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  thrift. 

James  H.  Ewing,  one  of  the  five  children  of 
John,  was  born,  bred,  and  educated  in  Arm- 
strong County.  Soon  after  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, he  established  himself  as  a  farmer  in 
Indiana  County.  In  the  pursuit  of  agriculture 
he  was  very  successful,  and  became  an  impor- 
tant factor  in  advancing  the  industrial  and 
educational  interests  of  his  adopted  town  and 
county.  He  is  now  living  retired  from  active 
pursuits  at  Saltsburg.  His  wife,  Eleanor  J. 
Rhea  Ewing,  born  and  reared  in  Armstrong 
County,  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Rhea,  who 
also  came  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  He  was 
engaged  in  general  farming  in  his  native 
county  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  To  him  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Hart,  five  children  were  born. 
Born  of  the  union  of  J.  H.  Ewing  and  Miss 
Rhea  were  twelve  children,  of  whom  eight  are 


living.  These  are:  Elizabeth  M.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  J.  A.  Hawk;  the  Rev.  J.  C.  R.  p:wing, 
D.  D.,  who  is  a  missionary  in  India;  John  A., 
now  an  attorney  at  Leadville,  Col.  ;  Ira  C, 
a  prominent  business  man  of  Pittsburg;  the 
Rev.  Arthur  H.,  who  is  also  a  missionary  in 
India;  the  Rev.  Joseph  L.,  the  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  Aspinwall,  Pa.  ;  Rob- 
ert M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  How- 
ard, who  lives  with  his  parents.  The  father 
has  been  a  Ruling  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  for  many  years,  and  both  parents  are 
among  the  most  valued  members  of  that  so- 
ciety. It  was  their  ambition  to  so  educate 
their  children  that  the  latter  might  be  enabled 
to  make  the  best  possible  use  of  their  talents. 

Robert  M.  Ewing  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Westmoreland,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  district  schools,  at  a  private 
academy  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Saltsburg, 
and  in  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  of 
Washington,  Pa.  After  teaching  school  for  a 
time,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of 
law,  and  in  July,  1892,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  Indiana,  Pa.  A  few  months  later  he  came 
to  Pittsburg;  and  in  June,  1893,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Allegheny  County  bar.  He  at 
once  opened  an  office  in  the  Yoder  Building  at 
Pittsburg;  and,  in  the  short  space  of  time  that 
has  since  elapsed,  he  has  acquired  a  lucrative 
practice  and  won  for  himself  an  assured  posi- 
tion among  the  younger  attorneys  of  the  city. 
A  close  student  and  an  energetic  worker,  while 
quiet  and  unassuming  in  his  manner,  he  is 
justly  popular  among  his  acquaintances. 

On  June  14,  1S94,  IMr.  Ewing  married  Miss 
Anna  S.  Davis,  daughter  of  McLain  and  Caro- 
line (Mahan)  Davis,  of  Indiana,  Pa.  Soon 
after  this  happy  event  the  young  couple  took 
possession  of  the  beautiful  residence  built  by 
Mr.  Ewing  at  411  Biddle  Avenue,  Wilkins- 
burg.     In  politics  Mr.  Ewing   is  an   adherent 
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of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  a  member 
and  the  secretary  of  the  Wilkinsburg  School 
Board.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Ewing  are  active 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  which  he 
serves  in  the  capacity  of  Deacon. 


(s^OHN  GRIPP,  a  prominent  public  offi- 
cial of  Pittsburg,  was  born  in  this  city, 
July  28,  1856.  His  parents,  John  C. 
and  Elizabeth  Gripp,  were  natives  respectively 
of  Prussia  and  Alsace-Lorraine.  The  father, 
who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  when  a 
young  man,  and  followed  the  trade  of  boiler- 
maker,  had  charge  of  Thomas  Thorn's  works 
for  many  years,  and  at  one  time  was  foreman 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company's 
works.  He  died  in  1873,  and  his  wife  in 
1893.  They  had  ten  children,  of  whom  seven 
are  living,  namely:  Catherine,  the  wife  of 
David  Brubach,  of  Allegheny;  Sophia,  the 
wife  of  Henry  Reismeyer,  a  grocer  of  Pitts- 
burg; Louisa,  a  resident  of  this  city;  Eliza- 
beth, the  widow  of  John  Kleppner;  Jacob,  a 
boiler-maker  in  this  city;  Charles,  a  brass 
finisher;  and  John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
A  twin  sister  of  John  died  in  infancy,  and 
Frank  died  of  small-pox  at  the  age  of  ten 
years.  The  other  child  was  a  twin  sister  to 
Charles. 

John  Gripp  received  his  education  in  a  Ger- 
man school  and  in  the  graded  and  high  schools 
of  Pittsburg.  His  first  employment  for  wages 
was  as  clerk  in  the  ofifice  of  Mr.  Kreuter,  a 
magistrate  in  the  Third  Ward.  He  afterward 
served  in  the  same  capacity  under  Mr.  Kreu- 
ter's  successor,  Magistrate  Burke.  His  next 
employment  was  that  of  clerk  in  the  registry 
department  of  the  Pittsburg  post-office,  from 
which  position  he  was  afterward  promoted  to 
that  of  superintendent.  He  resigned  the  lat- 
ter   ofifice  after  a  time  to    become   clerk   for 


Mayor  Andrew  Fulton,  and  a  year  later  he 
was  elected  Alderman.  Since  then  he  has 
been  twice  re-elected  Alderman,  and  at  the 
last  two  elections  his  candidacy  was  indorsed 
by  all  parties.  While  an  Alderman  he  was 
selected  as  Deputy  Mayor  by  Mayor  Fulton. 
After  the  passage  of  the  new  city  charter  he 
was  appointed  Magistrate,  a  position  which  he 
held  for  five  years.  During  the  late  labor 
riots,  in  the  exercise  of  his  official  functions 
he  did  much  toward  restoring  peace  to  the 
city.  His  disposal  of  the  cases  of  many 
parties  charged  with  rioting  or  inciting  riot 
was  sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court.  He  is 
very  prominent  in  the  Republican  party  or- 
ganization, having  served  as  chairman  and 
secretary  of  the  City  and  Executive  Commit- 
tees. He  has  also  attended  either  as  a  dele- 
gate or  alternate,  several  national,  State,  and 
district  conventions.  Some  time  ago  he  was 
his  party's  candidate  for  the  office  of  Registrar 
of  Wills  and  Deeds  of  the  Orphans'  Court. 

On  May  i,  1884,  Mr.  Gripp  wedded  Emma 
C.  Walk,  of  Rochester,  Beaver  County.  They 
have  had  three  children;  namely,  Corenna  W., 
Raymond,  and  John.  John  died  in  November, 
1892,  aged  seven  years.  Mr.  Gripp  is  con- 
nected with  Pittsburg  Council,  Order  of 
American  Mechanics,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the 
Macchabees,  and  the  Protective  Home  Circle. 
Both  he  and  Mrs.  Gripp  attend  the  German 
Lutheran  church. 


SCAR  A.  CONSTANS,  the  division 
freight  agent  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad  at  Pittsburg,  was  born  No- 
vember 23,  1S62,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  son  of 
John  W.  and  Amelia  (Hoskot)  Constans. 
The  father,  who  was  born  and  educated  in 
France,  in  his  young  manhood  came  to  the 
United    States,    settling  in    Columbus,    Ohio, 
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Here  he  embarked  in  the  wholesale  leather 
trade,  and  had  built  up  a  large  and  prosperous 
business  when  he  died  in  1875.  He  was  mar- 
ried at  Fairfield,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Amelia, 
daughter  of  Frederick  Hoskot.  She  survives 
him,  and  resides  in  Pittsburg.  Eight  chil- 
dren were  born  of  their  union,  namely:  John 
F.,  a  resident  of  this  city  and  an  employee  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Company; 
Minnie  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  \V.  O.  Beckley, 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  William,  who  died  when 
young;  Carl  A.,  of  this  city,  who  is  connected 
with  the  C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  ;  Oscar  A.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Guy  VV. ,  of  Pittsburg, 
and  Leslie  H.,  who  are  both  connected  with 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad;  and  Grace 
M.,  the  wife  of  Thomas  W.  Mosser,  of  this 
city.  The  mother  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian 
church,  of  which  the  father  was  an  official 
member. 

Oscar  A.  Constans  acquired  a  practical  edu- 
cation in  the  comnidn  and  high  schools  of  his 
native  city.  For  some  years  after  the  comple- 
tion of  his  studies,  he  had  charge  of  a  Colum- 
bus abstract  office.  Resigning  that  position, 
he  accepted  one  in  the  ticket  department  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railway  Company, 
under  J.  C.  Lanius,  division  ticket  agent  at 
Columbus,  with  whom  he  continued  until 
1883.  Li  May,  1884,  Mr.  Constans  became 
the  private  secretary  of  C.  S.  Wight,  who  was 
then  assistant  general  freight  agent  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Company  in  the 
same  city.  When  Mr.  Wight,  on  May  22, 
1885,  was  transferred  to  Pittsburg  and  pro- 
moted to  the  office  of  general  freight  agent, 
Mr.  Constans  accompanied  him  as  secretary, 
in  which  capacity  he  served  until  1891,  when 
he  was  appointed  chief  clerk  to  Mr.  Wight. 
In  these  subordinate  positions  he  made  him- 
self thoroughly  conversant  with  the  details  of 
the  freight  business,    becoming  well  qualified 


for  the  important  office  which  he  is  now  so 
ably  filling.  This  city  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  prominent  freight  points  on  the  Bal- 
timore &  Ohio  system,  needing  a  large  clerical 
force  and  many  agents,  all  of  whom,  number- 
ing one  hundred  or  more,  are  under  the  super- 
vision of  Mr.  Constans. 

Mr.  Constans  was  married  July  ig,  1893,  to 
Miss  Flora  H.  Schille,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Sophia  (Green)  Schille,  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Constans  are  members  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Constans 
is  also  connected  by  membership  with  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Heptasophs,  belonging  to  the 
Pittsburg  Conclave,  No.  89. 


ON.  JONAS  ROUP  McCLINTOCK, 
M.D.,  a  former  wealthy  and  distin- 
guished citizen  of  Pittsburg,  was 
born  on  "The  Diamond,"  Pittsburg,  January 
9,  1808.  His  father,  John  McClintock,  emi- 
grated from  Ireland  in  the  early  part  of  the 
century,  and  after  a  short  stay  in  Philadelphia 
came  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  kept  the  Iron 
City  Hotel  at  the  foot  of  Fifth  Avenue.  He 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Roup,  daughter  of 
Jonas,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Pittsburg, 
and  a  few  years  later  bought  one  hundred  acres 
at  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Penn  Avenues, 
known  as  Point  Breeze,  there  devoting  him- 
self to  agricultural  pursuits  until  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  a  strong  Democrat,  but 
was  never  an  aspirant  for  public  ofifice.  He 
had  one  son,  Jonas,  named  for  his  grandfather 
Roup,  and  two  daughters :  Martha,  who  mar- 
ried George  Grier;  and  Fannie,  who  married 
the  Rev.  J.  G.   Fulton,  of  Tarrytown. 

Jonas  Roup  McClintock,  his  only  son,  pre- 
pared for  college  in  the  Pittsburg  schools,  and 
graduated  from  Western  University  under  Dr. 
Bruce  and  Dr.   Black.     After   studying   with 
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Dr.  Holmes,  an  early  resident  of  Pittsburg, 
he  took  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  at 
the  Baltimore  Medical  School,  and  for  a  few 
years  after  graduation  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  He  at  once  became  very 
popular  in  the  city,  and,  being  elected  Mayor 
when  but  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  was  called 
for  many  years  the  "boy  Mayor  of  Pittsburg." 
He  was  three  times  elected  Mayor,  and  during 
his  administration  made  the  first  attempt  to 
improve  the  boat  landings  at  the  water  front. 
Finding  that  he  could  not  do  justice  both  to 
his  political  and  his  professional  duties,  he 
gave  up  his  medical  practice,  and  devoted  his 
entire  attention  to  the  needs  of  the  city.  In 
1840  he  was  appointed,  by  President  Van 
Buren,  Melter  and  Refiner  of  the  Mint  at  Phil- 
adelphia; and  he  spent  seven  years  there,  then 
resigning  his  position  to  return  to  his  former 
home.  He  served  several  terms  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  was  subsequently 
chosen  State  Senator,  his  colleague  being 
Judge  Wilkins.  After  three  terms  of  service 
in  the  Senate,  Dr.  McClintock  lived  retired 
from  public  life,  and  engaged  in  the  iron  busi- 
ness in  Pittsburg,  also  spending  a  large  por- 
tion of  his  time  in  superintending  his  farm  at 
Point  Breeze,  now  known  as  the  McClintock 
place,  and  where  he  died  November  27,  1879. 
He  had  been  an  officer  in  the  State  militia, 
and  was  first  Captain  of  the  Duquesne  Grays. 
Dr.  McClintock  married  January  24,  1839, 
Rachel  B.  Graham,  daughter  of  Major  William 
Graham,  a  pioneer  settler  of  Pittsburg  and  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1S12.  Major  Graham 
came  from  Ireland,  and  was  a  carpenter  and 
builder  in  the  early  days,  many  of  the  old- 
time  homes  still  standing  being  erected  by 
his  hand.  His  title  of  Major  was  received 
in  the  militia.  He  was  a  splendid  rider  and 
commander  of  a  troop  of  horse.  He  married 
Ann  Ball,  who  was  born  on   "The   Diamond," 


where  her  father  kept  a  hotel.  Major  Gra- 
ham owned  a  house  on  Fourth  Avenue,  where 
the  Dollar  Savings  Bank  now  stands.  He  had 
seven  children,  and  his  daughters  all  married 
into  the  fine  old  families  of  Pittsburg.  Eliza 
Graham  married  A.  McN.  Sample;  Mary 
married  George  McCandless;  Maria  married 
Abram  Horbach ;  Martha  married  first  W.  F. 
Jones,  and  after  his  death  became  the  wife 
of  M.  G.  Gushing;  Olivetta  married  Mr. 
George  Singer,  at  whose  residence  the  father 
died.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Ann  B.  Graham, 
died  in  1861.  An  only  son  went  to  Califor- 
nia  in    1849,    and   died   there  early   in   life. 

Mrs.  Rachel  B.  McClintock  has  four  chil- 
dren surviving,  namely:  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs. 
E.  H.  Miles,  of  Huntington;  John,  who  is  in 
business  in  the  city ;  James;  and  Jonas  R.,  Jr. 
The  family  have  always  been  stanch  supporters 
of  the  Presbyterian  church.  They  assisted 
largely  in  the  building  of  the  Point  Breeze 
church  edifice  on  Penn  and  Fifth  Avenues. 


EV.  W.  J.  HOLLAND,  Ph.D.,  D.D., 
LL.  D.,  son  of  the  Rev.  Francis  R. 
and  Eliza  A.  (Wolie)  Holland,  was 
born  at  Bethany,  a  Moravian  mission  station 
in  Jamaica,  W.  I.,  on  August  16,  1848.  His 
father,  a  Moravian  clergyman,  was  prominent 
in  his  denomination  in  educational  work.  His 
mother  was  born  at  Bethlehem,  Pa.  By  both 
parents  he  traces  his  lineage  back  to  the  earli- 
est settlers  of  this  country.  One  of  his  mater- 
nal ancestors  preached  the  first  sermon  in  the 
English  language  upon  Manhattan  Island. 
Another  took  part  with  George  Whitefield  in 
founding  the  Philadelphia  Academy,  from 
which  has  since  sprung  the  Lhiiversity  of 
Pennsylvania. 

W.  J.   Holland  received  his  elementary  edu- 
cation  at   Salem,    N.C.      From    1863   to   1867 
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he  studied  at  the  Moravian  College  at  Bethle- 
hem, Pa.  He  graduated  at  Amherst  College, 
Amherst,  Mass.,  in  1869,  after  which  he  took 
a  complete  theological  course  in  the  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  graduating  in  1874. 
Beginning  in  1874,  he  was  the  pastor  of  the 
Bellefield  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  city  of 
Pittsburg  until  1891.  Since  the  latter  year 
he  has  been  the  Chancellor  of  the  Western 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  from  Washing- 
ton and  Jefferson  College,  that  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity  from  Amherst  College,  and  that  of 
Doctor  of  Laws  from  Dickinson  College  and 
the  New  York  University.  He  is  a  member 
of  many  learned  societies  in  America  and 
Europe,  was  the  naturalist  of  the  L^nited 
States  Eclipse  Expedition  to  Japan  in  1887. 
He  was  also  appointed  to  the  same  position  on 
the  United  States  Eclipse  p]xpedition  to  Africa 
in  1889,  but  owing  to  domestic  affliction  was 
unable  to  accompany  the  party.  He  has  trav- 
elled extensively  in  Europe  and  in  the  New 
World,  and  has  written  voluminously  upon 
natural  history  topics.  Over  eighty  articles 
from  his  pen  have  been  published  in  the  pro- 
ceedings and  transactions  of  learned  societies 
in  this  country  and  Europe. 

During  his  connection  with  the  Western 
University,  besides  attending  to  his  executive 
duties.  Dr.  Holland  has  lectured  upon  zoology 
and  botany,  and  has  given  instruction  in  inter- 
national law  and  political  economy.  He  was 
the  first  president  of  the  Academy  of  Science 
and  Art  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg.  He  is  vice- 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Western  Theological  Seminary.  He  was  one 
of  the  original  commission  appointed  by  Mr. 
Carnegie  to  erect  the  Pittsburg  Carnegie  Li- 
brary, and  he  is  a  trustee  of  the  fund  estab- 
lished by  Mr.  Carnegie  for  the  promotion  of 
art  and  science  in  connection  with  his  munifi- 


cent gift  to  the  city.  Recently  he  has  taken 
a  very  active  part  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
commission  appointed  by  the  Mayor  of  Pitts- 
burg to  examine  the  water  supply  of  the  city 
and  to  suggest  methods  for  the  filtration  and 
purification  of  the  same. 


^OSIAH  N.  BOGGS,  M.D.,  for  many 
years  a  prominent  physician  in  Alle- 
gheny, was  born  December  5,  1828,  in 
Anderson  Court-house,  S.C.,  son  of  Josiah  N. 
Boggs.  His  paternal  grandfather,  who,  com- 
ing of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Maryland,  settled  in  South  Carolina, 
fought  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  died  from  the  effects  of  a  snake  bite  while 
in  the  army.  Grandfather  Boggs  reared  a 
large  family  of  children,  all  of  whom,  with 
the  exception  of  his  son  Josiah,  lived  to  an 
advanced  age. 

Josiah  N.  Boggs,  Sr.,  resided  in  South 
Carolina  until  some  years  after  his  marriage. 
In  1834  he  removed  to  Perry  County,  Ala- 
bama, near  Uniontown,  and  there  purchased  a 
large  cotton  plantation,  which  be  successfully 
carried  on  until  his  death  in  1842,  at  the  com- 
paratively early  age  of  forty-one  years.  The 
first  of  his  two  marriages  was  contracted  with 
Jane  Eliza  Miller,  daughter  of  John  Miller,  a 
native  of  England.  John  Miller  printed  the 
celebrated  Letters  of  Junius  in  1769,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  was  obliged  to  i^ee  his 
native  land.  His  entirely  honorable  silence 
regarding  the  identity  of  Junius  has  left  the 
world  an  historical  enigma  that  will  most 
probably  never  be  solved.  After  coming  to 
America,  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
in  which  he  was  afterward  engaged  until  his 
death.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  Josiah  N. 
Boggs  and  his  wife,  two,  besides  Dr.  Boggs, 
are  living,  namely:  Francis  L.,  of  Knoxville, 
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Tenn.  ;  and  Jane,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Walker,  of  Texas.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife  Josiah  married  Mrs.  Mar}'  Burnett  Brown, 
of  Virginia.  Both  of  the  Doctor's  parents 
were  old-school  Presbyterians. 

Dr.  Boggs  was  but  six  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  removed  to  their  Alabama  plantation. 
Here  he  obtained  his  elementary  education 
from  a  private  instructor.  In  1842  he  be- 
came a  student  in  Hopewell  Academy;  and 
later  he  attended  Madison  College,  near  Mar- 
ion, Ala.  Subsequently  he  read  medicine 
with  Dr.  James  Kent,  of  Selma,  Ala.,  after- 
ward entering  the  Medical  College  of  Atlanta, 
Ga. ,  from  which  he  graduated  with  an  honor- 
able record  in  1861.  In  August  of  that  year 
he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Fourth  Alabama 
Volunteer  Infantry.  Shortly  after  he  was  de- 
tailed as  a  physician,  and  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  January,  1862,  when  he  was 
appointed  assistant  surgeon  at  the  Banner  Hos- 
pital in  Richmond,  Va.  A  few  months  later 
he  was  transferred  to  the  Third  Alabama  Hos- 
pital of  the  same  city,  and  was  there  until 
December,  1863,  being  then  assigned  to  duty 
on  the  Third  Division  of  Camp  Jackson,  then 
located  near  Hollywood  Cemetery  in  Rich- 
mond. In  March,  1864,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  Surgical  Reserve  Corps  of  the  Army  of 
Virginia,  and  subsecjuently  served  as  surgeon 
in  all  the  battles  fought  between  Grant  and 
Lee  and  between  Sheridan  and  Early.  After 
the  war  Dr.  Boggs  then  opened  an  office  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
practice  until  October  18,  1865.  Coming 
then  to  this  country,  he  located  first  in  Pitts- 
burg, vi-here  he  continued  his  professional 
labors  from  November  g,  1865,  until  April, 
1879.  Then  he  moved  to  his  present  home 
in  Allegheny,  where  he  has  built  up  an  ex- 
cellent practice.  Many  years  ago  he  became 
an  Odd  Fellow  and  a   Mason.      By  his   indus- 


try and  good  management  he  has  acquired  a 
comfortable  fortune,  including  an  interest  in 
the  Bonatarre  Railroad  Transportation  Com- 
pany, of  which  one  of  his  sons-in-law  is  the 
president. 

On  July  9,  1863,  Dr.  Boggs  was  married  to 
Miss  Virginia  P.  Graves,  of  Richmond,  Va., 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and  Ann  (Wyatt) 
Graves.  PI  is  children  are:  Thomas  G.,  Jo- 
seph C. ,  Anna  C,  and  Edna  Lee.  Thomas 
was  at  one  time  connected  with  the  Memphis 
Appeal,  but  is  now  chief  insurance  agent  of  the 
Tennessee  and  south-western  territory  of  the 
Philadelphia  Title  and  Trust  Company.  Pie 
married  Olie,  daughter  of  Judge  Clapp,  of 
Memphis, Tenn.,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  that 
city.  Joseph  C,  who  is  practising  medicine 
with  his  father,  married  Miss  Alberta  Bonny, 
of  Baltimore,  Md.  ;  and  they  have  two  children 
—  Mildred  and  William.  Anna  C. ,  the  wife 
of  Dr.  E.  S.  Montgomery,  of  Pittsburg,  has 
one  child,  Virginia.  Edna  Lee  is  the  wife  of 
William  K.  Kavanaugh,  of  St.  Louis,  and  has 
two  children  living  —  Josiah  Boggs  and  Sarah. 
While  the  Doctor  does  not  belong  to  any  relig- 
ious organization,  Mrs.  Boggs  is  a  member 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Pitts- 
burg,   Pa. 

ILLIAM  MONROE  BENHAM,  a 
prominent  attorney  of  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  was  born  April  8,  1866,  in 
Auburn,  N.  Y. ,  a  son  of  DeWitt  C.  and  Cyn- 
thia (Arne)  Benham.  A  more  extended 
account  of  his  parents  and  ancestors  may  be 
found  on  another  page  of  this  volume  in  con- 
nection with  the  sketch  of  his  brother,  the 
Rev.  DeWitt  M.  Benham. 

Mr.  Benham  received  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  New  Brighton, 
Beaver  County,  Pa.,  and  was  graduated  from 
Geneva  College    in  the   class   of    1887,    being 
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awarded  the  general  excellency  prize  for  the 
highest  grade  of  any  student  in  the  institu- 
tion during  that  year.  Having  taken  the 
classical  course,  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  was  conferred  upon  him.  In  the  autumn 
of  1889  he  entered  the  Columbia  Law  School, 
New  York  City,  where  he  remained  during  the 
prescribed  time  of  three  years,  graduating  in 
June,  1892,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws  cum  laude.  At  the  Commencement  ex- 
ercises the  committee  on  awards  presented  him 
with  the  first  prize,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, for  greatest  knowledge  and  highest  at- 
tainments in  his  law  studies. 

While  in  Columbia  College,  Mr.  Benham 
read  law  in  the  office  of  Carter,  Hughes  & 
Kellogg,  of  New  York  City,  and  at  a  general 
term  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  held  in  the  city  of  New  York  on 
December  7,  1891,  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  the  several  courts  of  that  State.  During 
his  first  year  at  Columbia  he  was  elected  pres- 
ident of  his  class,  and,  upon  the  resignation  of 
Dr.  Theodore  Dwight  as  warden  of  the  Law 
School,  was  selected  by  his  classmates  to  pre- 
sent to  him  the  handsomely  embossed  me- 
morial. 

Mr.  Benham,  after  receiving  his  diploma, 
returned  to  Pittsburg,  where  in  September, 
1892,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  at  once 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
this  city,  and  since  the  completion  of  the  Car- 
negie Building  has  had  his  offices  there.  He 
has  met  with  the  success  corresponding  to  his 
abilities,  which  are  far  above  the  average,  his 
professional  skill  and  perseverance  winning 
him  a  large  clientage,  both  in  the  civil  and 
criminal  courts,  and  from  several  corporations. 
Before  the  jury  Mr.  Benham  is  very  success- 
ful, being  an  effective,  forcible,  logical,  and 
eloquent  speaker. 

Mr.    Benham   was  made  a  Mason  at   Cres- 


cent Lodge,  No.  576,  in  1894,  and  also  be- 
longs to  the  Pennsylvania  Consistory,  which 
gives  him  the  thirty-second  degree  in  Masonry. 
At  the  seventh  anniversary  of  Crescent  Lodge 
in  July,  1S96,  he  delivered  the  address  of  the 
evening,  which  has  been  considered  one  of  the 
finest  Masonic  orations  ever  given  in  the  city. 
On  St.  John's  Day  in  December,  1896,  his 
oration  before  the  Pennsylvania  Consistory 
was  regarded  by  many  as  the  most  comprehen- 
sive and  eloquent  production  ever  given  before 
that  body.  Mr.  Benham  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Bar  Association,  University  Club,  the 
Elks,  and  the  Knights  of  the  Ancient  Essenic 
Order.  He  has  been  for  two  years  upon  the 
Committee  of  Narrative  of  the  Bar  Associa- 
tion, and  is  Senior  Seneschal  in  Pennsylvania 
Senate,  No.  950,  Knights  of  the  Ancient  Es- 
senic Order. 

Politically,  he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
one  of  its  most  effective  workers  on  the  stump. 
During  the  Blaine  campaign  he  was  corre- 
sponding secretary  of  the  Young  Men's  Repub- 
lican Club  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  and  was  presi- 
dent of  the  same  organization  in  Harrison's 
campaign.  While  at  Columbia  he  took  the 
stump  for  his  party  in  New  York  City.  He 
has  since  taken  a  prominent  part  in  every  cam- 
paign, and  is  now  president  of  the  First  Dis- 
trict Organization  of  the  Twentieth  Ward  of 
Pittsburg  and  a  member  of  the  County  Com- 
mittee. He  has  been  delegate  to  various  Re- 
publican conventions;  and  in  June,  1897,  he 
presided  with  great  capability  over  the  conven- 
tion that  nominated  a  district  attorney,  assist- 
ant district  attorney,   and   jury  commissioner. 

Mr.  Benham  works  as  faithfully  and  ear- 
nestly in  religious  circles  as  in  professional, 
political,  or  social,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
active  and  influential  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.  From  boyhood  he  has  been 
connected   with    the    Sunday-school    either   as 
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pupil  or  teacher ;    and,  since  the  school   of  the 

Tabernacle  Presbyterian  Church  was  organized, 

he   has  had   charge   of   the   Bible   class,  which 

has  increased  in  attendance  to  one  hundred  and 

ten.       At    the    annual    teachers'    meeting     in 

July,    1897,    he  was  elected    superintendent   of 

the   school.      He  is  a  zealous    worker    in    the 

Christian  Endeavor  cause,  having  been  one  of 

the    organizers  and   the    first   president   of   the 

East   End    (Pittsburg)  District  Pinion;    and  in 

his  own   church   he  has  organized  one  of  the 

most   flourishing   and   useful    societies   in    the 

county,  serving  as  its  president  for  two  terms 

in  succession.      He    has   helped   the   cause    of 

Christianity  in   many   capacities,   having  been 

chairman    of    the    Missionary    Committee,    an 

interested    worker   at    State    and    international 

conventions,  and  during  the  years  of  1895    and 

1896    president    of     the    Allegheny     County 

Christian     Endeavor     LTnion.      He     has     been 

called   upon   to    deliver    addresses    in   different 

parts  of  the  State  on  the  various  phases  of  the 

Christian   Endeavor    work,    and    has   addressed 

numerous    religious    gatherings    of    all   kinds. 

Mr.    Benham    is   an    Elder  in    the    Tabernacle 

Presbyterian    Church,  and    was   elected   by  the 

Pittsburg  Presbytery  as  a  commissioner   to   the 

General     Assembly     of    his    denomination     at 

Saratoga  in  May,  1896.      He  is  also  a  member 

of   the    Young    Men's    Christian    Association, 

being  one  of  its  most  faithful  allies. 


"CS^Allia^ 

V^V        busine 


[LLIAM  CRISWELL,  a  retired 
less  man,  living  in  Monteray 
Street,  Allegheny,  Pa.,  was  born  in 
Finleyville,  Washington  County,  this  State, 
February  13,  1829,  son  of  James  and  Jane 
(Brownlee)  Criswell.  Mr.  Criswell's  pater- 
nal grandfather  was  a  Scotchman,  and  was 
killed  in  one  of  the  wars  of  last  century. 
On  his  maternal  side,  also,  Mr.  Criswell  is  of 


Scotch  descent,  although  both  of  his  parents 
were  born  in  County  Derry,  Ireland.  James 
Criswell  came  to  America  alone  in  1819,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  years,  taking  passage 
on  the  ship  "Constellation,"  which  was 
wrecked  off  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia.  The 
passengers  lost  their  all,  but  succeeded  in 
saving  their  lives;  and  Mr.  Criswell  found 
a  chance  to  work  his  passage  to  Philadelphia. 
From  there  he  walked  to  Washington  County, 
where  he  was  glad  to  secure  employment  at 
four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  month  and 
board,  and  take  his  pay  in  trade.  Here  he 
met  and  married  in  1835  Jane  Brownlee. 
After  the  birth  of  three  children  in  Washing- 
ton County  and  the  death  of  two  he  bought 
a  farm  lying  in  Clinton  township,  Butler 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  for  forty  years, 
dying  April  30,  1870.  James  Criswell  was 
well  known  in  that  section  and  highly  re- 
spected as  a  man  of  intelligence  and  probity, 
and  in  cases  of  dispute  was  often  called  in  to 
act  as  peacemaker.  He  would  take  no  office 
in  church  or  State,  although  he  helped  to 
audit  the  books  of  the  town,  and  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

John  Brownlee,  Mr.  Criswell's  maternal 
grandfather,  came  to  America  when  his  only 
daughter,  Jane,  was  ten  years  old,  landing  at 
Philadelphia.  In  those  days  the  cost  of  trans- 
porting freight  overland  across  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  was  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
in  gold  per  hundred  pounds.  Little  Jane 
Brownlee  was  weighed,  and  came  at  freight 
rates,  her  parents  walking  beside  the  wagon. 
The  driver  was  thought  to  be  remarkably 
good-natured  because  he  allowed  Mrs.  Brown- 
lee to  get  on  the  wagon  and  ride  down  hills. 
The  journey  lasted  fourteen  days. 

The  children  reared  by  James  and  Jane  B. 
Criswell  were:  William;  James,  Jr.,  now  liv- 
ing   in    Sharpsburg,    Pa. ;    Letitia,    deceased, 
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wife  of  Moses  Marshall;  Joseph,  who  was  in 
Captain  McLoughIin"s  company  during  the 
war,  and  has  just  finished  a  term  of  six  years 
as  Clerk  of  Court  for  Butler  County;  Thomas, 
of  West  Elizabeth,  this  county;  Eliza  Jane 
(Mrs.  Norris),  deceased;  John,  who  was  in 
the  war;  Ross,  who  was  also  a  soldier,  and 
is  now  living  in  Washington,  Pa.,  engaged 
in  the  oil-well  business;  and  Susanna,  wife 
of  John  Burtner,  of  Clinton.  The  mother, 
Mrs.  Jane  B.  Criswell,  died  August  11,  1882. 
While  the  Criswell  children  were  growing 
to  maturity,  the  public  schools  were  just 
being  inaugurated;  and,  although  his  father 
marked  trees  for  the  three  miles  to  the 
school-house,  William  could  attend  but  little 
on  account  of  the  distance  and  of  the  deep 
snow,  his  entire  schooling  amounting  to  but 
thirty  days.  So  he  was  taught  at  home  by  his 
parents,  who,  although  they  had  had  but 
small  opportunities,  were  very  well  educated, 
and  gave  him  a  good  practical  mental  train- 
ing. The  knowledge  acquired  in  his  youth 
Mr.  Criswell  has  supplemented  in  later  years 
by  extensive  reading  and  by  constant  inter- 
course with  the  leaders  in  the  great  mercan- 
tile and  industrial  affairs  of  this  section. 
When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  came  to 
Allegheny  City,  where  he  served  an  appren- 
ticeship of  three  years  with  Smith  &  Bungey, 
learning  the  carpenter's  trade.  Before  his 
time  was  completed  he  had  charge  of  their 
work,  and  he  remained  with  them  as  their 
foreman  for  a  number  of  years.  He  then 
spent  three  years  in  Minnesota,  at  that  time  a 
new  and  undeveloped  country,  sojourning  in 
Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Stillwater,  and  Tay- 
lor's Falls,  also  for  one  winter  in  the  lumber 
camps,  and  a  summer  on  a  government  survey 
to  see  something  of  the  country.  At  the  end 
of  three  years  he  came  back  to  Allegheny,  and 
took   charge  again   of   the    work    of    Smith    & 


Bungey,  remaining  with  them  during  the  war, 
and  after  that  being  admitted  to  partnership 
in  the  firm  of  Smith,  Bungey  &  Co.  This 
partnership  continued  for  two  years,  when  Mr. 
Bungey  withdrew,  and  the  firm  of  Smith, 
Criswell  &  Co.  succeeded.  They  did  a  large 
amount  of  work,  Mr.  Criswell's  preference 
being  for  railroad  and  bridge  work.  They 
built  Howard  Block,  on  the  corner  of  Smith- 
field  Street  and  Fifth  Avenue,  and  many 
rolling-mills;  also  many  bridges  over  the 
Allegheny  River  and  the  Pittsburg  &  Con- 
nellsville  Railroad  station,  houses,  trestles, 
etc.  The  firm  oftentimes  had  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  men  on  their  pay-roll.  After 
three  years  Mr.  Smith  retired,  and  Mr.  Cris- 
well joined  with  Mr.  Burgoyne  for  three  years 
longer,  still  keeping  up  the  reputation  of  the 
old  firni  and  doing  a  large  business. 

Besides  being  connected  with  many  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  city,  Mr.  Criswell  has 
been  prominent  in  fraternal  circles.  He  was 
made  a  Mason  in  McKinley  Lodge,  No.  318, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  in  December,  1863,  and  was  its 
Master  in  1867;  was  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  Past  High  Priest  of  Allegheny  Chap- 
ter, and  Past  Commander  of  Alleghany  Com- 
mandery,  K.  T.,  and  for  some  years  has  been 
treasurer  of  the  last-named  body.  He  was 
one  of  the  active  workers  in  securing  the  Ma- 
sonic Hall,  and  was  superintendent  of  con- 
struction. Mr.  Criswell  is  also  a  member  of 
McFarland  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  No.  30,  has 
been  one  of  its  enthusiastic  supporters  since 
1 85  I,  and  has  been  a  director  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows Endowment  Association  since  the  early 
days  of  its  existence.  He  has  beautiful 
badges,  which  have  been  presented  respec- 
tively by  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter,  and  Com- 
mandery;  also  a  beautiful  watch  given  him  by 
the  Masonic  Hall  Association,  and  presented 
by  Judge  Arnold,  of   Philadelphia,  in  recogni- 
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tion  of  his  services  on  the  Building  Commit- 
tee, valued  tokens  of  friendly  regard  and 
appreciation.  On  March  19,  1867,  Mr.  Cris- 
well  was  married  to  Miss  Matilda  Bradshaw, 
of  Allegheny  City.  One  child,  a  daughter, 
was  born  to  them.  She  was  named  Mattie  J., 
grew  to  be  a  young  lady,  and  was  living  at 
home.  She  died  January  31,  1895,  after  an 
illness  of  eighteen  days;  and  October  13, 
1895,  Mrs.  Criswell  died  after  being  ill  only 
thirty-one  hours.  She  was  a  devoted  member 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
Mr.  Criswell  is  one  of  the  trustees.  In  poli- 
tics he  has  always  been  a  loyal  Republican, 
and  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
the  city.  He  has  lived  for  thirty  years  in 
Monteray  Street,  which,  when  he  first  went 
there,  was  surrounded  by  a  cornfield,  and  was 
without  railroad,  gas,  or  pavement. 


AMES  C.  BERGSTRESSER,  of  Pitts- 
burg, the  publisher  of  the  Insurance 
World,  an  insurance  journal  with  a 
world-wide  reputation,  was  born  July  15, 
1851,  at  Elysburg,  Pa.,  son  of  Samuel  A. 
Bergstresser  and  a  grandson  of  John  Berg- 
stresser,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  latter  served  in  the  War  of 
1812.  The  great-grandfather,  also  named 
Samuel  Auchmuty,  served  in  the  War  of  Inde- 
pendence from  1776  to  1782. 

The  father  was  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  his  earlier  years  at  various  points  in 
the  East.  Afterward  he  became  a  banker  at 
Mount  Carmel,  Northumberland  County, 
where  he  is  now  living  retired  from  active 
pursuits.  For  many  years  he  was  one  of  the 
leaders  in  politics,  representing  his  district  in 
the  legislature  two  terms,  and  having  been  a 
delegate  to  the  national  Republican  conven- 
tion that  nominated  Abraham   Lincoln  for  the 


presidency.  He  married  Fllizabeth,  daughter 
of  John  Kase,  a  lifelong  resident  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Out  of  his  large  family  two  children 
are  now  living  —  James  C.  and  Samuel  E. 
The  mother  died  in  1866.  She  was  a  woman 
of  deep  religious  convictions,  and  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  in  which  the  father 
is  an  Elder. 

James  C.  Bergstresser  obtained  his  element- 
ary education  in  the  public  and  private 
schools  of  his  native  State,  and  in  1871  was 
graduated  from  Lafayette  College.  His  early 
ambition  was  to  enter  the  United  States  Navy; 
but,  yielding  to  the  earnest  entreaties  of  his 
mother,  he  renounced  the  idea,  and  turned  his 
attention  to  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
S.  P.  Wolverton  at  Sunbury,  Pa.  He  subse- 
quently followed  civil  engineering  for  about  a 
year,  under  the  auspices  of  an  uncle,  William 
G.  Case,  who  was  then  president  of  the  Na- 
tional Railway.  In  1874  he  drifted  into  the 
insurance  business,  with  which  he  has  since 
been  identified.  After  following  the  business 
for  some  time  in  Philadelphia,  he  came  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  established  the  Insurance 
World  in  November,  1874.  He  now  pub- 
lishes, in  addition,  all  kinds  of  insurance  liter- 
ature, and  is  a  recognized  authority  on  all 
questions  connected  with  insurance.  He  en- 
deavors, as  far  as  possible,  to  give  his  sub- 
scribers the  benefit  of  his  extensive  knowledge. 
When  one  sends  in  a  list  of  his  policies  to  the 
publishing  house,  each  policy  is  at  once  pro- 
nounced upon  as  to  whether  or  not  the  com- 
pany is  reliable;  whether  it  is  authorized  to 
do  business  in  the  State  in  which  the  property 
is  located;  and  whether,  in  tlie  judgment  of 
the  house,  the  company  is  good,  questionable, 
or  bad.  Further,  the  publisher  keeps  a  care- 
ful record  of  the  business  of  each  subscriber, 
and  promptly  advises  them  of  any  circumstance 
arising  that  might  affect  the  character  of  their 
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policy.  Questions  regarding  all  forms  of  in- 
surance receive  prompt  attention.  The  pub- 
lisher has  one  of  the  most  complete  libraries 
in  the  world  of  works  on  insurance  topics,  and 
has  unequalled  facilities  for  obtaining  reliable 
insurance  information. 

On  April  20,  1881,  Mr.  Bergstresser  married 
Miss  Clara  A.  Duffy,  a  daughter  of  Colonel 
Charles  and  Amy  (Covert)  Duffy,  of  Philadel- 
phia. In  politics  he  is  independent,  and  votes 
for  the  best  man  for  the  office.  A  Mason  in 
high  standing,  he  belongs  to  Ascalon  Com- 
mandery,  No.  59,  K.  T. ,  located  at  Pittsburg, 
Pa.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. Formerly  he  belonged  to  the  Eigh- 
teenth Regiment  of  the  Pennsylvania  National 
Guard,  and  during  the  riots  of  1877  was  First 
Lieutenant  of  Battery  B,  N.  G.  P.  Mr.  Berg- 
stresser has  travelled  extensively  in  North  and 
South  America  and  Europe,  and  has  crossed 
the  Atlantic  more  than  forty  times.  Plis  high- 
est interest,  however,  centres  in  the  work  in 
which  he  has  been  engaged  for  more  than  a 
score  of  years;  and  he  takes  great  pride  in 
making  his  paper  a  wide-awake,  up-to-date 
publication. 


Ev.    deWitt    miles    BENHAM, 


Ph.D.,  the  pastor  of  the  Tabernacle 
Presbyterian  Church,  East  End, 
Pittsburg,  was  born  in  Marysville,  Cal.,  Sep- 
tember 8,  1862,  son  of  DeWitt  Clinton  and 
Cynthia  (Arne)  Benham.  On  the  maternal 
side  Mr.  Benham  is  descended  from  David 
Arne,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Ger- 
many, and  who  fought  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  David's  son,  who  was  born  in  Auburn, 
N.  Y.,  became  one  of  the  most  prominent  phy- 
sicians in  that  section,  and  owned  all  the 
land  where  the  town  of  Wolcott,  N.Y.,  now 
stands.      This   ancestor   was  a   Democrat,    and 


represented  his  town  in  the  New  York  legisla- 
ture. Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  his  personal 
friends.  He  married  Miss  Monroe,  a  daughter 
of  Judge  Monroe,  of  Elbridge,  N.  Y.  The 
paternal  great-grandfather  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Benham  was  James  Benham,  who  lived  at 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  He  married  Miss  Sedg- 
wick, a  cousin  of  Noah  Webster,  the  lexicog- 
rapher. Their  son  Miles,  born  at  Bridge- 
port, became  a  large  property  owner  in  Penn 
Yan,  and  prominent  in  business,  political, 
and  social  life.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig 
and  a  pronounced  anti-slavery  man.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  New  York  legislature  for  a 
time,  and  he  also  served  in  the  office  of  County 
Sheriff.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Miss  Mary  Hackley,  was  a  noble  example  of 
a  Christian  woman.  Both  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  Presbyterians.  After  her  death  the 
latter  married  again. 

DeWitt  Clinton  Benham,  who  was  born  in 
Penn  Yan,  received  a  good  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen,  in  company  with  a  boy  friend,  he  left 
home  to  go  to  Alabama.  They  sailed  down 
the  rivers  in  a  skiff  as  far  as  Pittsburg,  where 
they  remained  with  friends  for  about  six 
months.  Then  he  took  a  steamer  for  New 
Orleans.  Afterward  he  was  in  business  in 
Alabama  for  some  time  before  1849.  In  that 
year  he  and  a  number  of  other  young  men  went 
on  horseback  from  New  Orleans,  across  Texas 
and  Mexico,  by  the  Mazart  route  to  the  coast, 
and  thence  by  sailing-vessel  to  San  Fran- 
cisco. Here  the  life  of  a  miner  failed  to 
attract  him,  and  in  six  months'  time  he  estab- 
lished a  foundry  for  the  making  of  steam- 
engines.  In  this  business  he  was  profitably 
engaged  until  the  year  1865,  at  which  time  he 
came  East  as  far  as  Auburn,  N.Y.  Shortly 
after  taking  up  his  residence  there,  he  organ- 
ized  the   Auburn    Coal   Company,  operating  in 
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Beaver  County  gas  coal,  and  was  subsequently 
the  largest  stockholder  and  the  president  of  the 
company.  Having  superintended  the  work  on 
the  field  until  i8Si,  he  retired  from  active 
life.  For  three  years  he  made  his  home  in 
New  Brighton,  Pa.  Then  he  resided  in  Bea- 
ver Falls  till  i8go,  when  the  family  came  to 
Pittsburg.  A  stanch  and  unwavering  Repub- 
lican, he  took  an  active  interest  in  politics  up 
to  the  day  of  his  death.  In  California  he  held 
several  political  ofifices,  and  had  large  business 
interests  outside  his  foundry.  In  December, 
1861,  he  married  Miss  Cynthia  Arne,  daugh- 
ter of  David  Arne,  M.D.,  a  well-known  phy- 
sician of  Auburn,  N.  Y.  The  children  of  this 
union  were:  DeWitt  Miles,  Mary  Arne,  and 
William  Monroe.  Mary  is  now  the  wife  of 
J.  Duncan  Dithridge,  of  Pittsburg;  and  Will- 
iam is  an  attorney  of  Pittsburg.  Both  parents 
were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of 
which  the  father  was  a  trustee. 

DeWitt  Miles  Benham  prepared  for  college 
in  the  seminary  at  Beaver,  under  the  Rev. 
James  Kennedy,  D.  D.  He  graduated  from 
Westminster  College  in  the  class  of  1883,  and 
during  the  following  year  taught  Latin  and 
Greek  at  Jefferson  Academy  in  Canonsburg. 
He  then  entered  the  Western  Seminary  in 
Allegheny,  and  after  two  years  there  entered 
the  Union  Theological  Seminary  of  New  York. 
On  graduating,  in  1887,  from  that  institution, 
he  received  a  call  to  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Kittanning.  After  remaining  there 
for  a  year  and  eight  months,  during  which  he 
also  preached  at  Appleby  Manor,  he  was  or- 
dained at  West  Lebanon,  October  13,  1887. 
His  next  pastorate  was  the  Point  Breeze  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  Pittsburg,  which  he  filled 
for  four  years.  Under  Dr.  Benham  this 
church  prospered  wonderfully,  growing  from 
a  membership  of  one  hundred  and  forty-two  to 
that  of  three  hundred  and  forty-five.      In  Octo- 


ber, 1893,  he  began  a  new  work  in  the  East 
End,  the  result  of  which  was  the  Tabernacle 
Presbyterian  Church,  organized  February  21, 
1894,  with  a  membership  of  two  hundred  and 
si.xteen.  The  roll  now  shows  more  than  six 
hundred  members.  This  church  was  estab- 
lished upon  the  principle  of  general  contri- 
bution ;  and  its  phenomenal  prosperity  has 
proved  the  wisdom  of  its  pastor  and  trustees. 
Dr.  Benham  is  a  director  of  the  Duquesne 
College  and  an  esteemed  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Ministers'  Association. 


AMUEL     HARDEN     CHURCH.— 

//"^  The  publication  by  G.  P.  Putnam's 
Sons,  of  New  York  and  London,  in 
June,  1894,  of  a  book  entitled  "Oliver  Crom- 
well: A  History,"  has  made  its  author,  Sam- 
uel Harden  Church,  one  of  the  noted  histori- 
cal writers  of  America.  In  referring  to  the 
American  men  of  letters  who  have  written 
with  felicitous  choice  on  historic  subjects,  a 
Boston  critic  places  Mr.  Church  in  the  same 
rank  with  Irving,  Prescott,  and  Motley.  Mr. 
Church  was  born  in  Caldwell  County,  Mis- 
souri, on  Sunday,  January  24,  1858,  being 
the  second  son  and  fourth  child  of  William 
and  Emily  (Scott)  Church.  He  is  of  Scotch 
descent  on  both  sides. 

His  paternal  ancestors  were  Scots  who  set- 
tled in  Coleraine,  Ireland,  in  the  seventeenth 
century.  Dr.  William  Church,  a  nephew  of 
Sir  William  Church,  left  Ireland  in  1798  on 
account  of  the  troubles  of  that  vexed  period, 
and  came  to  America,  first  settling  in  Lancas- 
ter County,  Pennsylvania.  In  1822  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Pittsburg,  and  continued 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  until  his  death. 
May  25,  1850.  The  family  have  resided  in 
Pittsburg  since  the  date  of  his  arrival. 

His  son,    Samuel,    born    February    5,    1800, 


SAMUEL  HARDEN  CHURCH. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


28s 


was  a  successful  manufacturer  and  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Kensington  Iron  Works, 
which  now  exists  under  another  name.  He 
also  preached  for  the  First  Christian  Church 
of  Allegheny  City  for  seventeen  years,  or 
until  his  death,  on  December  7,  1857.  He 
married  Mary  Hannen,  whose  family,  of 
Dutch  extraction,  had  been  residents  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  one  hundred  years.  They  had 
twelve  children,  the  first  of  whom,  William, 
born  April  25,  1826,  married  Emily  Scott, 
January  i,  1849.  She  was  born  September 
24,  1825,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Walter 
Scott,  born  in  Moffat,  Dumfriesshire,  Scot- 
land, October  31,  1798.  This  grandfather  of 
Mr.  Church  sprang  from  the  same  stock  that 
produced  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  the  genius 
which  made  the  one  a  great  historical  novel- 
ist made  the  other  a  great  polemic  orator. 
After  perfecting  a  classical  education  he  was 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Edinburgh, 
and  shortly  came  to  America,  in  18 19,  and 
settled  in  Pittsburg  as  a  school  teacher. 
His  faith  was  that  of  the  Scottish  Cove- 
nanters; but  he  soon  became  dissatisfied 
with  human  dogmas  an,d  human  formulations 
of  creeds,  and  in  co-operation  with  Alexan- 
der Campbell  he  preached  the  faith  in  its 
primitive  simplicity  with  great  power,  and 
aided  much  in  establishing  the  denomination 
known  as  the  Christian,  or  Disciples,  Church. 
During  the  year  previous  to  the  birth  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  his  parents  had 
moved  to  Missouri,  where  the  father  had  pur- 
chased a  farm  and  saw-mill.  But  the  cloud 
which  foretold  the  outbreak  of  Civil  War  pro- 
duced distrust  and  disaster  in  the  West,  so 
that  in  1859  the  family  returned  precipi- 
tately to  Pennsylvania,  taking  the  boat  down 
the  Missouri  River  to  St.  Louis,  and  coming 
thence  to  Pittsburg  by  way  of  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Ohio  Rivers,  no  railroads  yet  reaching 


to  the  West.  The  father  becam.e  associated 
with  the  Pittsburg  &  Oakland  Street  Railway, 
and  was  its  secretary  and  treasurer  until  his 
death,  on  March  11,  1863.  This  bereavement 
left  the  widowed  mother  with  five  young  chil- 
dren—  Walter,  Emily,  Mary,  Samuel  Harden, 
and  Sarah.  The  eldest,  Walter,  was  but  thir- 
teen years  old  when  his  father  died,  and  Samuel 
but  five.  The  children  were  all  put  to  school, 
although  the  two  boys  were  forced  to  leave 
their  studies  at  an  early  age  in  order  to  assist 
in  the  support  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Church's  first  employment  began  in 
the  dry-goods  house  of  Joseph  Home  &  Co., 
where  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  he  became 
a  cash  boy  at  a  salary  of  a  dollar  and  a 
half  a  week.  After  a  few  months  thus  spent 
he  went  to  school  for  two  years  in  Bethany, 
W.  Va.  Dr.  Pendleton  was  the  president  of 
Bethany  College,  and  Mr.  Church  attributes 
much  of  his  love  of  study  to  the  refining 
literary  atmosphere  in  which  he  lived  for  so 
long  at  the  Pendleton  home.  On  his  return 
from  Bethany  he  was  employed  by  the  Atlan- 
tic &  Pacific  Telegraph  Company,  but  from 
this  time  on  he  was  a  diligent  student  of 
books.  While  at  Bethany  he  had  read  the 
novels  of  Scott  and  Dickens  with  hearty  ap- 
preciation; and  soon  after  coming  to  Pitts- 
burg he  began  a  regular  course  of  night 
study,  which  lasted  through  several  years,  and 
included  the  reading  of  the  whole  of  Shak- 
spere's  works.  After  a  few  weeks  in  the 
telegraph  service  his  uncle,  John  P.  Scott, 
took  him  into  the  glassware  store  of  James 
B.  Lyon  &  Co.,  Mr.  Scott  being  a  member 
of  the  firm.  He  was  a  clerk  in  this  store  for 
about  three  years;  and,  as  there  were  no  tele- 
phones then,  he  was  the  telegraph  operator  on 
the  Morse  instrument  which  connected  the 
store  with  the  factory  some  three  miles  away. 
A  summer  vacation  in   1874   was   spent   on   an 
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uncle's  farm  in  Missouri,  and  during  the  fol- 
lowing fall  and  winter  he  continued  his  study 
of  Shakspere  until  many  of  the  plays  were 
completely  memorized. 

On  June  i,  1875,  Mr.  Church  was  employed 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Company  at  Pittsburg  as 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  general  solicitor, 
the  Hon.  John  Scott,  a  former  United  States 
Senator.  He  remained  in  this  position  for 
four  years,  until  he  had  imbibed  a  strong 
liking  for  the  law,  and  had  read  a  few  books 
with  an  incipient  notion  of  becoming  a  lawyer. 
But  he  had  learned  to  write  shorthand,  and 
in  an  emergency  he  was  called  to  a  vacant 
position  in  the  office  of  S.  M.  Felton,  the 
general  superintendent,  where  he  was  the 
principal  stenographer  for  three  months.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  the  general  manager  of 
the  road,  Daniel  W.  Caldwell,  took  him  to 
Columbus  as  his  private  secretary.  This 
was  on  January  12,  1880.  An  official  con- 
solidation brought  him  back  to  Pittsburg  with 
Mr.  Caldwell  in  August,  18S1  ;  but  on  May  i, 
1882,  he  again  removed  to  Columbus  as  the 
chief  clerk  to  a  new  general  manager,  Mr. 
James  McCrea.  While  living  in  Columbus 
he  was  appointed  aide-de-camp  on  the  military 
staff  of  Governor  Hoadly,  with  the  rank  of 
Colonel,  and  rendered  the  State  valuable  ser- 
vice in  the  suppression  of  the  riots  in  Cincin- 
nati in  1884.  As  Governor  Hoadly  was  a 
Democrat  and  Mr.  Church  a  Republican,  this 
appointment  was  purely  a  personal  distinction. 
On  January  i,  1884,  he  was  appointed  super- 
intendent of  transportation.  After  residing 
in  Columbus  for  several  years,  official  changes 
again  brought  him  back  to  Pittsburg  on  April 
I,  1890;  and  he  has  since  resided  here,  an 
active  and  esteemed  official  of    the   railroad. 

His  passion  has  ever  been  for  literature, 
and  he  has  made  deep  explorations  into  the 
whole  field  of   English  letters.     He  is  essen- 


tially an  English  scholar.  The  influence  of 
the  best  English  authors  has  moulded  his 
mind  and  inspired  his  pen  so  that  their 
strength  and  purity  are  woven  into  the  very 
heart  of  his  style.  As  a  student,  as  a  man 
of  books,  he  is  a  follower  of  literature  be- 
cause he  loves  it.  When  he  was  twenty 
years  old  he  published  his  first  book,  a  novel, 
entitled  "Horatio  Plodgers:  A  Story  of 
To-day."  It  deals  with  love  and  politics, 
and,  while  not  without  merit,  is  naturally  an 
immature  work.  He  then  wrote  a  few  short 
stories  and  dramatic  sketches  which  appeared 
in  the  newspapers  and  the  lesser  magazines, 
and  contributed  a  sketch  of  his  grandfather, 
Walter  Scott,  to  Appleton's  Cyclopedia  of 
American  Biography.  In  a  season  of  indus- 
trial strikes  he  wrote  "A  Plan  for  Harmony," 
containing  a  practical  suggestion  for  respon- 
sible contracts  between  employers  and  em- 
ployed, which  was  published  in  the  Century 
Magazine  in  October,  1886.  His  popular 
lecture  entitled  "Early  English  Books  and 
Heroes"  is  an  eloquent  and  powerful  analysis 
of  the  mind  of  the  Dark  Ages.  He  has  made 
many  interesting  addresses  on  after-dinner 
and  other  occasions.  After  writing  his  Cen- 
iiiiy  article  he  dropped  all  other  literary 
occupation,  and  began  to  study  Cromwell. 

There  were  many  biographies  of  Oliver  and 
many  of  Charles;  but  there  was  nothing  short 
of  Dr.  S.  R.  Gardiner's  fifteen  volumes  that 
told  the  story  of  each  of  them,  and  gave  a 
fair  recital  of  their  quarrel  and  of  the  story 
of  the  Commonwealth.  Mr.  Church  thought 
Cromwell  was  not  understood.  The  opportu- 
nity attracted  him,  and  he  gave  to  its  accom- 
plishment during  six  years  all  the  devotion 
and  application  which  so  prodigious  an  under- 
taking could  require. 

Both  in  Europe  and  America  his  "Life  of 
Cromwell  "  has  been  received  as  a  noble  and 
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enduring  acquisition  to  historical  literature. 
In  1895  he  visited  England,  and  was  received 
into  the  houses  of  leading  citizens  of  that 
country  as  an  honored  guest.  Lord  Wolseley 
wrote  to  him  that  he  was  reading  his  book 
with  delight  while  in  camp  with  his  army. 
Conan  Doyle  wrote,  "You  have  taught  me  a 
great  deal,  your  detail  is  so  very  good." 
Compliments  upon  the  success  of  his  book 
were  received  from  Lord  Salisbury,  Lord 
Rosebery,  Mr.  James  Bryce,  Sir  William  Ver- 
non Harcourt,  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  Stan- 
ley Weyman,  and  many  other  distinguished 
Englishmen. 

The  tone  of  the  press  was  one  of  high  ap- 
probation. The  Spectator  said,  "On  the 
whole,  it  is  one  of  the  safest  and  one  of  the 
most  reasonable  views  of  the  great  Protector 
ever  put  forward;  and  we  know  of  no  study  of 
Cromwell's  work  and  personality  which  we 
can  more  heartily  recommend  to  those  who 
want  to  see  Cromwell  as  he  really  was." 
The  Pall  Mall  Gazette  said,  "He  knows  how 
to  choose  essentials  and  how  to  keep  things  in 
due  proportion."  'Y\\^  Horse  Guard's  Gazette: 
"What,  however,  we  confess  interests  us 
most  in  the  volume  is  the  excellent  account 
furnished  by  Mr.  Church  of  the  military  side 
of  Cromwell's  career.  He  appears  to  have 
neglected  no  means  by  which  to  arrive  at  the 
most  complete  and  accurate  account  of  the 
various  conflicts  of  the  prolonged  Parliament- 
ary War.  We  doubt  whether  a  better  de- 
scription, on  the  whole,  of  the  leading  battles 
of  the  Civil  War  has  ever  been  furnished  than 
in  this  work.  Altogether  the  production  is 
a  thoroughly  satisfactory  piece  of  literary 
work.  It  will,  we  predict,  hold  the  field  for 
a  long  time  as  the  best  complete  life  of  the 
great  Protector  yet  published." 

The  Right  Hon.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  the  Irish 
member    of    Parliament,     reviewed    the    work 


with  critical  appreciation  in  a  whole  page  of 
his  paper,  the  London  Sun,  and,  in  referring 
to  a  bed-room  scene  between  Charles  I.  and 
his  queen,  said:  "There  is  no  need  to  spend 
words  in  emphasizing  all  there  is  of  pathos, 
humanity,  and  the  sacred  relations  between 
man  and  woman  in  this  wonderful  bit  of  writ- 
ing. I  have  seen  few  things  which  give  one 
more  completely  the  sense  of  reconstituting  a 
scene  —  bringing  up  again  and  for  the  moment 
hot,  passionate,  conflicting,  and  yet  loving 
flesh  and  blood  out  of  the  stiff  letters  in  the 
faded  ink  of  a  yellow  parchment." 

Just  before  Mr.  Church's  arrival  in  England 
the  critics  had  taken  up  this  extract  from  his 
last  chapter,  in  which  he  sums  up  Cromwell: 
"He  [Cromwell]  has  no  monument  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  he  can  have  none  with  the  sanction 
of  the  government,  because  a  monument  to 
Cromwell  would  be  an  acknowledgment  of 
successful  rebellion."  Mr.  Herbert  Glad- 
stone, at  that  time  a  member  of  the  English 
government,  wrote  to  Mr.  Church  informing 
him  that  there  was  a  very  fine  monument  to 
Cromwell  in  Manchester.  Mr.  Church  replied 
that  he  was  familiar  with  that  work,  but  re- 
minded Mr.  Gladstone  that  it  had  been  erected 
by  one  woman  as  an  expression  of  her  individ- 
ual admiration  of  the  Protector,  and  did  not 
therefore  come  within  the  scope  of  his  ani- 
madversion. Sir  William  Vernon  Harcourt, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  then  wrote 
an  appreciative  letter  to  Mr.  Church,  advising 
him  that  Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone,  by  his  wish 
and  at  his  request,  had  introduced  a  bill  in 
Parliament  to  erect  a  statue  of  Cromwell 
among  England's  sovereigns  in  Westminster 
Hall.  The  book  had  appeared  on  June  i, 
1894;  and  the  bill  for  the  statue  had  been  in- 
troduced on  August  7,  1894.  Mr.  Church 
replied  to  Sir  William  that  as  soon  as  the 
statue  was  erected  he  would  gladly  cancel  the 
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passage  in  his  book  in  a  later  edition.  The 
history  of  the  bill  is  well  known.  It  passed 
the  first  reading  by  a  narrow  majority.  On 
the  second  reading  the  Parnell  wing  of  the 
Irish  representation  refused  to  vote  for  a 
statue  to  the  man  who  had  committed  the 
extreme  military  measures  on  the  Irish  at 
Drogheda  and  Wexford.  The  government  was 
beaten.  Mr.  John  Morley,  the  Home  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  withdrew  the  bill,  declaring 
Cromwell's  campaign  in  Ireland  "a  blunder 
and  a  crime."  The  Liberal  party  appealed  to 
the  country,  and  in  the  ensuing  election  vvere 
badly  beaten.  While  there  were  other  ques- 
tions involved,  yet,  had  the  government  held 
firm  to  the  Cromwell  statue  proposal,  which 
they  basely  deserted,  it  is  doubtful  if  they 
would  have  been  routed  from  office. 

While  in  England  Mr.  Church  made  a  pil- 
grimage over  the  whole  of  Cromwell's  country. 
He  visited  his  birthplace  at  Huntingdon,  and 
followed  him  in  the  course  of  his  battles, 
going  carefully  over  Edgehill,  Marston  Moor, 
and  Naseby  in  England,  Dunbar  and  Edin- 
burgh in  Scotland,  and  Drogheda  and  Wexford 
in  Ireland.  In  Scotland,  while  the  guest  of 
Andrew  Carnegie  at  Cluny  Castle,  he  spent 
a  week  in  the  company  of  Mr.  John  Morley, 
and  had  many  conversations  with  him  on 
Cromwell,  debating  again  that  stigma  of  "the 
blunder  and  the  crime."  In  one  of  these 
controversies  Mr.  Church  asserted  that  Crom- 
well had  acted  at  Drogheda  and  Wexford 
strictly  in  accord  with  the  laws  of  war  as 
they  stood  up  to  the  time  of  Wellington. 
Mr.  Morley  asked  him  to  prove  it,  when  he 
promptly  took  down  Gardiner's  third  volume 
of  the  Civil  Wars  and  turned  to  a  foot-note 
where  the  evidence  was  complete.  Mr. 
Morley  admitted  that  the  point  was  a  strong 
one  for  Cromwell. 

In  England   Mr.  Church  was  entertained  by 


his  friend,  Henry  Phipps,  at  the  ancestral  Bul- 
wer  seat  of  Knebworth  House.  Mr.  Thomas 
F.  Bayard,  the  American  Ambassador,  also 
entertained  him  and  called  upon  him  with 
special  distinction.  The  London  CJtronicle, 
which  had  raised  a  popular  subscription  in 
twenty-four  hours  to  build  a  Cromwell  mon- 
ument upon  the  defeat  of  the  statue  bill  in 
Parliament,  interviewed  him  at  great  length; 
and  other  papers  spoke  of  his  visit  with  inter- 
est. He  met  many  distinguished  and  titled 
Englishmen,  and  their  invitations  were  re- 
ceived daily  during  his  stay  abroad.  His  trip 
covered  the  most  interesting  portions  of  Great 
Britain,  and  also  Paris. 

Soon  after  his  return  home  Andrew  Car- 
negie dedicated  his  great  institution  at  Pitts- 
burg, comprising  a  library,  art  gallery,  mu- 
seum, and  music  hall  under  one  roof,  and 
costing  more  than  one  million  dollars.  On 
the  night  of  the  dedication  Mr.  Carnegie  gave 
the  art  gallery  and  museum  an  endowment  of 
another  million  dollars,  and  soon  afterward 
he  selected  Mr.  Church  as  one  of  the  trustees 
for  life.  On  the  organization  of  the  board 
Mr.  Church  was  elected  secretary,  and  he  has 
since  taken  a  prominent  and  useful  part  in  the 
administration  of  the  great  fund.  His  liter- 
ary labors  have  not  stopped  with  the  success- 
ful publication  of  the  "Life  of  Cromwell." 
?Ie  has  since  written  an  historical  novel 
entitled  "John  Marmaduke:  A  Romance  of 
the  English  Invasion  of  Ireland  in  1649," 
which  was  published  by  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons 
on  September  i,  1897.  The  preliminary  an- 
nouncements had  attracted  a  great  deal  of 
attention  to  this  book,  so  that  the  entire  first 
edition  was  sold  before  publication,  and  the 
work  ran  through  four  editions  in  the  first 
month  following  its  appearance.  The  romance 
seems  destined  to  take  as  high  a  place  in  fic- 
tion as  the  "Life  of  Cromwell  "  has  secured  in 
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historical  literature.  The  general  press  opin- 
ions are  fairly  indicated  in  this  notice  from 
the  Christian  Observer:  "This  is  an  historical 
novel  in  a  new  field,  which  brings  out  the 
character  of  the  Protector  and  throws  over  a 
love  story  the  added  charms  of  military  life 
and  heroic  deeds.  The  style  is  pure  and  dig- 
nified, the  situations  are  exciting,  and  the 
characters  are  drawn  with  the  pencil  of 
genius." 

During  the  political  campaign  in  1896, 
when  the  sound  money  issue  was  paramount, 
Mr.  Church,  after  making  an  exhaustive  study 
of  the  question,  gave  up  the  quiet  of  his  li- 
brary to  take  part  in  the  public  speaking. 
He  considered  the  situation  filled  with  the 
gravest  peril,  and  his  speeches  were  listened 
to  as  complete  expositions  of  the  questions 
which  were  before  the  nation  for  decision. 
When  a  great  body  of  railroad  employees 
visited  Mr.  McKinley  at  Canton,  Mr.  Church 
made  the  speech,  which  Mr.  McKinley  gave 
out  to  the  press  for  publication,  and  in  his 
reply  paid  to  it  this  tribute:  "Your  spokes- 
man, Mr.  Church,  has  made  an  excellent  and 
able  argument  against  the  free  coinage  of  sil- 
ver as  it  affects  your  business;  and  I  need  not 
attempt  to  enlarge  upon  it.  Free  silver 
would  prove  equally,  aye,  probably  more  dis- 
astrous than  free  trade  has  proven  to  the 
people  of  the   United  States." 

Two  American  universities  have  already 
recognized  the  worth  of  the  "Life  of  Crom- 
well" by  bestowing  honorary  degrees  upon  its 
author.  The  Western  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  1895  gave  him  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Letters;  and  Yale  University  sum- 
moned him  to  New  Haven  on  June  30,  1897, 
and  bestowed  upon  him  the  honorary  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts.  His  library  is  almost 
complete  in  its  collection  of  books  relating 
to    the    Cromwell    epoch.      It   is   safe    to    say 


that   this   collection   cannot   be  duplicated   in 
America. 


Yf7\EV.  BENJAMIN  F.  WOODBURN, 
I  S^  D.D.,  the  pastor  of  the  Sandusky 
L^  V_^  Street  Baptist  Church,  of  Alle- 
gheny, residing  at  19  Monterey  Street,  was 
born  at  Shoustown,  this  county,  March  23, 
1832.  A  son  of  William  Woodburn,  he  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, James  Woodburn,  came  to  Pennsylva- 
nia from  the  north  of  Ireland,  where  his 
Scotch  ancestors  had  previously  located.  At 
first  he  settled  in  Cumberland  County,  near 
Carlisle,  this  State,  where  he  reared  his  fam- 
ily, and  was  engaged  in  general  farming  for 
many  years.  The  descendants  of  his  elder 
sons,  who  remained  in  that  district,  are  now 
living  there.  He  came  to  Allegheny  County 
in  the  year  after  Anthony  Wayne  camped  at 
Legionville,  bringing  his  youngest  son,  Will- 
iam, and  remained  for  some  time.  Grand- 
father Woodburn  served  for  a  time  in  the 
Revolutionary  War 

William  Woodburn  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, owning  a  large  tract  of  land  near  Shous- 
town. He  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  com- 
munity and  for  many  years  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  His  death  occurred  on  the  old 
homestead  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  a  daughter 
of  Elijah  Veazy.  The  latter,  born  in  Balti- 
more, Md.,  removed  to  Beaver  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, buying  a  farm  near  Sheffield,  on 
which  he  spent  his  remaining  days.  Of  the 
nine  children  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Woodburn  six  grew  to  maturity.  The  sur- 
vivors are :  Mary,  the  eldest,  a  venerable 
woman  of  eighty-two  years;  Captain  John 
Woodburn,  formerly  a  boat  captain,  but  now 
living  retired  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  and  the 
Rev.    B.    F.    Woodburn,    the    subject    of    this 


2go 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


sketch.  Captain  /anies  WoodlDurn,  a  son  that 
died  at  Sewickley,  this  county,  in  1881,  was 
for  many  years  prominent  in  shipping,  insur- 
ance, and  business  circles. 

Benjamin  F.  Woodburn  was  reared  in  his 
native  town,  and  in  his  young  manhood  was  a 
steamboat  captain  on  the  Ohio  River.  He 
subsequently  entered  Jefferson  College  at 
Canonsburg,  now  called  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College.  After  receiving  the  de- 
grees of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Master  of  Arts 
at  that  institution,  he  studied  for  the  ministry 
at  the  Western  Theological  Seminary,  then 
under  the  control  of  the  Presbyterians.  At  a 
later  date  he  was  honored  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  by  the  University  at 
Levvisburg.  Accepting  a  call  to  Mount  Pleas- 
ant in  Westmoreland  County,  he  preached 
there  a  few  years.  From  there  he  came  to 
Allegheny  in  1870,  since  which  time,  a 
period  of  twenty-seven  years,  he  has  had 
charge  of  his  present  church.  Under  his  min- 
istrations the  church  society  has  been  greatly 
augmented.  In  1893  his  congregation  built  a 
new  and  handsome  house  of  worship  on  the 
corner  of  Sandusky  and  Erie  Streets,  he  being 
a  member  c.r  officio  of  the  Building  Commit- 
tee. Taking  an  active  interest  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  education,  Dr.  Woodburn  has 
been  prominent  in  promoting  beneficial  enter- 
prises as  a  school  director  and  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Allegheny  High  School. 
He  is  also  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
having  charge  of  the  school  library,  and  is  the 
president  of  the  Allegheny  General  Hospital. 
For  a  long  time  he  has  been  a  correspondent 
of  several  New  York  religious  weeklies.  At 
one  time  he  was  the  editor  and  publisher  of 
the  Witness,  a  paper  issued  in  the  interests  of 
the  Baptist  denomination. 

In  September,  1S54,  Mr.  Woodburn  married 
Margaret    Shouse,    who   was    born    in    Shous- 


town.  Pa.,  daughter  of  Samuel  Shouse.  She 
comes  of  German  ancestry  by  her  father,  who 
was  a  native  of  this  county,  and  who  died  at 
an  advanced  age  in  the  town  of  Elizabeth. 
Thirteen  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woodburn,  nine  sons  and  four  daughters,  of 
whom  Samuel  Shouse,  John,  Mary,  Grace, 
Frank,  Joseph,  Walter,  and  Arthur  are  living. 
Grace  is  the  wife  of  K.  T.  Meade.  Samuel 
Shouse  Woodburn,  the  eldest  son,  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Allegheny  in  his  younger 
days.  His  studies  were  continued  in  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  sub- 
sequently at  Mount  Pleasant,  where  he  gradu- 
ated in  187S.  In  1879  he  read  medicine  with 
Dr.  John  Dickson.  Then  he  entered  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  received  his  diploma  in  1882.  Since  that 
time  Dr.  Woodburn  has  been  engaged  in  the 
medical  profession  in  Allegheny  City,  and 
has  won  an  assured  position  among  the  lead- 
ing physicians  of  the  place.  For  two  years 
he  was  police  surgeon  of  Allegheny.  He  was 
surgeon  for  the  Pittsburg  &  Western  Railway 
Company  for  seven  years  and  a  member  of  the 
medical  staff  of  the  Allegheny  Hospital  for 
five  years.  On  January  31,  1889,  he  married 
Miss  Sarah  C,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Sarah 
A.  (Chaney)  Richardson.  In  politics  he  is  a 
sound  Republican.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
active  members  of  the  Baptist  church. 


(s^rNDREW    JACKSON    BARCHFELD, 
fc-A      M.  D. ,  one  of  the  leading  physicians 

/='lsY of    the    South    Side,    Pittsburg,  was 

born  there,  May  18,  1863,  son  of  Henry  and 
Mary  (Neuenhagen)  Barchfeld.  His  grand- 
father was  a  well-known  manufacturer  of  yarn 
and  woollen  goods  in  Cassel,  Germany.  The 
father,  a  native  of  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany, 
where  he  was  educated  and   studied  engineer- 
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ing,  emigrated  to    Pittsburg   in    1847,  settling 
on  the  South  Side.      He  was  first  employed  to 
take  charge  of  an   ore  plant  at   Emlenton   on 
the  Allegheny  River.      This   position    he   had 
held  for  five  years,  when  he  resigned  it   to   as- 
sume similar  duties  at  the  Loud  Soda  Factory, 
where  the  American   Iron   Works  now  stand. 
In    1856  he  opened   in  one  of  the  suburbs  a 
general   store,    which   he  conducted  until   the 
Civil     War    broke     out.      Then     he    enlisted 
in     Company     G,    Two     Hundred    and    Fifth 
Pennsylvania    Volunteer    Infantry,    and    sub- 
sequently   served    until    the    war    was    over. 
After  returning  home,  he  followed  his  former 
business  of  engineer  for  eight  years,   during 
which  time   he  was   second    man    in   charge   of 
the   construction  of   the   Fort   Wayne  &    Pan 
Handle     Railroad     bridges,    then     considered, 
masterpieces  of  mechanical   engineering,  and 
inspected  all   the  work   in  the  drafting-room. 
In   Baltimore  he  married   Miss    Neuenhagen, 
whose  father  was  a  German  officer  under  Na- 
poleon at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  was  with  the 
Emperor  in    Moscow,    and  who  sprung    from 
a  long  line  of  military  ancestors.     Of  the  five 
children  of   Henry  and    Mary    Barchfeld  two 
died    when     very    young.       The     others    are: 
Martin   L.,    who   is   a   resident   of    Pittsburg; 
Mary,  now  the  wife  of  George  H.  Geyer,  who 
is  in  charge  of  the  structural   department  of 
the  American  Iron  and  Steel  Works   in   Pitts- 
burg; and  Dr.    Andrew  J.    Barchfeld,  who  is 
the  youngest  of  the  family.      The  mother  died 
June   16,   1879.      The  father,  who   had  quite  a 
reputation  as  an  accountant  on  the  South  Side, 
was  the  secretary  of   eight   building   and    loan 
associations. 

After  receiving  his  knowledge  of  the  rudi- 
ments in  the  public  schools  of  the  South  Side, 
Andrew  Jackson  Barchfeld  was  prepared  for 
the  high  school  by  a  private  tutor.  After 
graduating  in    1881,  he  took  up  the  study  of 


medicine  with  the  late  Dr.  E.  A.  Wood,  a 
renowned  surgeon  of  his  time,  and  subse- 
quently graduated  from  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College  at  Philadelphia  in  1884.  Having 
taken  his  hospital  course  between  his  second 
and  third  years  of  college  work,  he  began 
practice  in  the  South  Side  immediately  after 
graduation.  Here  he  has  since  built  up  a 
large  general  practice  in  medicine  and  sur- 
gery. During  the  past  two  years  a  partner, 
Dr.  Lehner,  has  shared  his  labors  and  his  suc- 
cesses among  the  best  people  of  the  vicinity. 
The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Pittsburg 
medical  society,  of  the  Allegheny  County 
Society,  and  of  the  State  and  national  medical 
associations.  He  is  also  connected  with  the 
Peter  Fritz  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is 
Past  Grand  Master,  and  with  the  encampment. 
He  has  been  county  coroner's  physician  for 
many  years  past,  and  also  has  held  the  posi- 
tion of  city  physician.  In  May,  1885,  he 
married  Miss  Anna  Pfeiffer,  daughter  of 
Philip  Pfeiffer,  of  this  city;  and  he  has  one 
son,  Elmer  A.  Barchfeld. 

Outside  his  professional  sphere,  since  1884, 
the  Doctor  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  Re- 
publican politics  of  his  ward.  In  1885  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  for  three  years. 
The  year  1886  found  him  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  for  the  Twenty-sixth  Ward  and 
serving  on  the  Committee  on  Railroads. 
After  spending  a  second  term  in  the  Council, 
he  declined  further  renomination.  In  this 
term  he  was  successful  in  passing  the  ordi- 
nance to  locate  the  new  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad  depot  on  ground  previously  used  for 
a  stone-yard,  and  from  which  the  city  had 
received  no  revenue,  defeating  the  machine 
ring,  and  obtaining  for  the  city  a  permanent 
addition  of  three  thousand  dollars  to  its  yearly 
income.       Afterward,    in     1888,     1892,     and 
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1S96,  when  he  was  the  Republican  candidate 
for  the  Senatorial  nomination,  he  was  defeated 
by  the  influences  he  had  worsted  in  the  Coun- 
cil, aided  by  the  unfortunate  system  of  dele- 
gates that  the  rules  of  the  Republican  party 
called  for.  It  is,  however,  believed  that  on 
each  occasion  the  Doctor  received  over  one 
thousand  majority  in  the  district.  In  the  past 
few  years  and  especially  throughout  the  Mc- 
Kinley  campaign  he  has  been  one  of  the 
prominent  speakers  in  the  city.  For  the  past 
ten  years  he  has  been  a  firm  and  consistent 
supporter  of  Senator  Quay.  He  was  delegate 
in  1 886  to  the  State  convention  that  nomi- 
nated General  Beaver  for  Governor,  and  in 
1894  he  was  a  delegate  in  the  convention  that 
nominated  Governor  Hastings.  He  has  been 
chairman  of  the  city  convention  at  three 
different  times  when  the  nomination  of  Jo- 
seph Dennison  for  City  Treasurer  was  de- 
clared, and  he  ably  discharged  the  important 
duties  of  that  office  at  various  other  times  in 
the  history  of  the  city.  Dr.  Earchfeld  is 
president  of  the  company  engaged  in  publish- 
ing Tlic  South  Pittsburger,  to  which  he 
contributes  strong  and  fearless  articles  oppos- 
ing the  reigning  political  machine.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  South  Side  Board  of 
Trade,  a  stockholder  in  the  different  insurance 
companies  of  the  city,  and  he  is  largely  inter- 
ested in  the  invention  recently  put  upon  the 
market,  the  American  cotton-picker. 


AMUEL  HAMILTON,  A.M.,  Su- 
//-%  perintendent  of  the  Schools  of 
Allegheny  County,  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  in  Washington  County,  in  this 
State,  June  30,  1856,  the  fourth  son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Mary  Patterson  Hamilton.  His 
father,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish  stock,  and  was 
the   son    of    an    early   settler    in    Washington 


County,  was  born  there,  August  13,  1807. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  literary  tastes,  and  early 
in  life  he  travelled  extensively  in  Europe. 
While  abroad  he  married  Miss  Mary,  daughter 
of  Cairnes  Patterson,  of  Donegal,  Ireland; 
and,  after  spending  some  time  in  Europe,  he 
brought  his  young  wife  to  Washington 
County,  Pennsylvania,  where  they  located  per- 
manently. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  them,  as  fol- 
lows: October  7,  1850,  John  P.  and  Sarah 
Catherine,  twins;  April  14,  1852,  James 
Steele;  May  31,  1853,  William  Cairnes; 
June  30,  1856,  Samuel,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch;  October  29,  1858,  Jane,  widow  of  the 
late  Jacob  A.  Alter,  of  Plum  township, 
Allegheny  County,  Pa.  ;  March  28,  1861, 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  D.  B.  Kuhn,  of  the  same 
township  and  county;  and  on  May  3,  1863, 
George  Marshall.  Too  old  to  be  drafted  into 
service,  the  father  as  a  volunteer  raised  a  com- 
pany, and  went  out  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 

About  the  close  of  the  conflict  he  purchased 
a  small  farm  in  Plum  township,  Allegheny 
County,  Pa.  Not  long  after  the  family  moved 
to  their  new  home,  the  father  died,  leaving  a 
wife  with  seven  children.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  the 
father  had  been  an  Elder. 

For  some  time  after  the  death  of  his  father 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  worked  on  his 
mother's  farm  and  on  other  farms  near  by. 
By  close  application  to  his  studies  at  home 
and  in  the  township  school  he  fitted  himself 
for  the  teacher's  profession,  and  at  the  age  of 
si.'cteen  entered  upon  his  career  as  a  teacher  in 
the  school  that  he  had  attended  as  a  pupil. 
While  teaching  he  pursued  his  studies  with 
private  tutors,  and  during  the  vacations  at- 
tended the  academy  in  the  neighborhood.  In 
this  way  he  earned  sufficient  money  to  enable 
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him  to  take  a  course  in  Laird  Institute,  wliere 
he  completed  his  education  in  1877.  In  1878 
he  took  charge  of  the  schools  of  Chartiers 
Borough,  now  Carnegie,  Pa.  After  spending 
three  years  in  this  position,  he  resigned  it  to 
accept  a  similar  one  in  the  town  of  Braddock, 
Pa.  While  supervising  these  schools  he 
studied  law  with  James  McF.  Carpenter,  o£^ 
Pittsburg,  but  never  entered  upon  its  practice, 
preferring  to  give  his  attention  to  educational 
work. 

In  September,  1886,  Mr.  Hamilton  was  ap- 
pointed Superintendent  of  the  Schools  of  Alle- 
gheny County,  Pennsylvania,  and  since  then 
has  been  four  times  elected  to  fill  that  impor- 
tant position.  In  188S  he  organized  the  Alle- 
gheny County  School  Directors'  Association, 
which  has  done  much  to  unify  and  raise  the 
standard  of  educational  work  in  the  county. 
During  1893  and  1894  he  was  president  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Teachers'  Association. 
About  this  time  Grove  City  College  conferred 
on  him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  At 
present  writing  he  has  a  larger  number  of 
teachers  and  pupils  under  his  supervision  than 
any  other  county  superintendent  in  the  United 
States.  In  1886,  when  he  became  superin- 
tendent, there  were  four  hundred  and  fifty 
teachers,  with  twenty-three  thousand  school 
children.  There  are  now  more  than  one  thou- 
sand schools,  with  forty-eight  thousand  chil- 
dren. 

Although  leading  an  unusually  active  pro- 
fessional life,  Mr.  Hamilton  has  found  time 
for  occasional  glances  into  the  business 
world.  In  1888,  with  a  few  others,  he  was 
instrumental  in  organizing  the  Consolidated 
Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Braddock, 
and  annually  since  then  has  been  elected  one 
of  its  Board  of  Managers.  He  is  a  director  in 
the  Masonic  Hall  Association  of  Braddock 
and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 


the  Carnegie  Library.  He  was  the  first  man 
in  this  part  of  the  country  to  get  Mr.  Andrew 
Carnegie  interested  in  public  libraries,  secur- 
ing in  1882  from  that  now  noted  philanthro- 
pist the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  to  pur- 
chase books  for  the  Braddock  Public  School 
Library.  In  1897  Mr.  Hamilton  was  one  of 
the  incorporators  of  the  State  Bank  of  Brad- 
dock, of  which  he  is  now  a  director. 

In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Republi- 
can. He  is  a  stanch  protectionist,  and  in 
1884  took  the  stump  in  the  interest  of  the 
Plumed  Knight.  However,  since  his  election 
as  Superintendent  he  has  not  taken  an  active 
part  in  politics  outside  of  his  own  town.  For 
many  years  he  has  represented  his  ward  in  the 
City  Council  of  Braddock,  and  for  two  terms 
was  president  of  that  body. 

In  fraternity  matters  Mr.  Hamilton  has 
taken  a  leading  part.  He  is  a  member  of 
Braddock's  Field  Lodge,  No.  510,  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Shiloh  Chapter,  No.  257,  R.  A.  M. ; 
Gourgas  Lodge  of  Perfection;  of  Pittsburg 
Chapter,  Rose  Croi.x;  Pennsylvania  Council, 
Princes  of  Jerusalem;  of  Pennsylvania  Con- 
sistory, S.-.  P.-.  R.-.  S.,  thirty-second  de- 
gree; of  Tancred  Commandery,  No.  48, 
K.  T.,  of  which  he  is  at  present  Eminent 
Commander;  and  of  Syria  Temple,  Illustri- 
ous Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  Junior  Order  of  American  Me- 
chanics. In  many  of  these  organizations  he 
has  filled  the  highest  offices,  and  represented 
them  in  the  grand  bodies  of  the  State. 

But  professional,  business,  and  social  mat- 
ters do  not  monopolize  all  of  Mr.  Hamilton's 
time.  He  takes  a  most  active  part  in  all 
charitable  and  religious  work.  He  is  a  Pres- 
byterian, and  has  been  for  fifteen  years  a 
teacher  in  the  Bible  classes  in  the  Sunday- 
school.  He  was  a  leading  spirit  in  organiz- 
ing the   Second   Presbyterian  Church  of  Brad- 
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dock,  of  which  he  is  an  Elder,  and  served  for 
several  years  as  president  of  its  Board  of  Trus- 
tees. 

On  June  2,  1886,  he  married  Minnie,  only 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  E.  McCune,  of 
Braddock.  Mrs.  Hamilton  died  June  9,  1887, 
leaving  one  son,  Paul  Holland  Hamilton. 

The  active  and  aggressive  personality  of 
Mr.  Hamilton  has  made  its  influence  felt 
throughout  this  community  in  every  circle, 
educational,  social,  fraternal,  and  religious. 
He  is  widely  known  and  highly  respected,  and 
enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens in  a  marked  degree. 


~jClDWARD  FORD,  the  president  of  the 
JQI  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Company  from 
1883  to  the  beginning  of  1897,  was 
born  January  21,  1843,  at  Greenville,  Ind., 
son  of  Captain  John  B.  and  Mary  Bower  F'ord. 
After  he  had  finished  the  course  of  the  com- 
mon schools  at  New  Albany,  Ind.,  whither  his 
parents  removed  when  he  was  about  twelve 
years  old,  Edward  Ford  pursued  a  thorough 
business  course  at  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Com- 
mercial College.  Then  he  was  employed  as 
assistant  clerk  aboard  a  steamer  running  on 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers.  While  on 
the  river,  he  rose  from  the  position  of  clerk 
to  that  of  master  of  a  steamer,  and  eventually 
became  the  owner  of  the  two  vessels,  the  "At- 
lantic" and  the  "Burgess."  He  subsequently 
sold  these  to  the  Mississippi  Valley  Trans- 
portation Company.  In  1868,  forming  a  co- 
partnership with  his  father,  the  firm  of  J.  B. 
Ford  &  Son  was  organized  for  the  manufact- 
ure of  cylinder  window-glass.  Buying  a  fac- 
tory equipped  with  twelve  window-glass 
blowers,  they  carried  it  on  until  the  comple- 
tion of  the  plate-glass  factory,  which  was  com- 
menced  when    the    firm    was    formed.      Then, 


selling  the  former  plant,  they  operated  both 
the  plate-glass  and  window-glass  furnaces, 
under  the  name  of  the  Star  Glass  Company. 

In  1872  Mr.  Ford  went  to  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  there  was  connected  with  the  Columbus 
Window  Glass  Company  for  three  years. 
From  Columbus  he  went  to  Jefferson vi lie, 
Ind.,  to  take  a  position  with  the  F'ord  Plate 
Glass  Company,  of  which  his  father  was  the 
head.  Severing  his  connection  with  that  firm 
in  1 88 1,  Mr.  Ford  became  associated  with  the 
Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Company  of  Creighton- 
ville,  Pa.,  who  were  the  pioneers  of  the  glass 
industry  in  this  section  of  the  State.  In 
1883,  two  years  after  the  establishment  of 
these  works,  he  was  elected  to  the  responsible 
position  of  president  of  the  company.  Under 
his  wise  management  the  business  has  been 
greatly  extended,  four  new  plants  having  been 
built.  These,  with  those  purchased  from 
other  manufacturers,  make  nine  large  factories 
controlled  by  the  company.  They  have  a  pro- 
ducing capacity  of  eighteen  million  square 
feet  per  annum,  which  is  stated  to  be  six 
times  greater  than  the  combined  product  of  all 
the  other  plate-glass  companies  in  the  Union. 

In  February,  1897,  Mr.  Ford  became  inter- 
ested in  the  manufacture  of  soda  ash.  After 
ending  his  official  connection  with  the  Pitts- 
burg Plate  Glass  Company,  he  was  elected 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  Michi- 
gan Alkali  Company  of  Wyandotte,  Mich. 
Having  accepted  these  offices,  he  is  now  per- 
manently located  in  Wyandotte,  but  still  re- 
tains his  large  holdings  in  the  Pittsburg 
Plate  Glass  Company. 


^Y1\^0RRIS     W.     MEAD,     superintend- 

p=  I  =/     ent    of    the    Bureau   of   Electricity 

i<4  ^iL?  \^_^  in    Pittsburg,    Pa.,    was    born    at 

Underbill,  Vt.,  October  28,  1854.      He  is  the 


MORRIS   W.   MEAD. 
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son  of  the  late  Daniel  C.  and  Naomi  O.  (Ter- 
rell) Mead,  and  a  grandson  of  Josiah  Mead, 
a  farmer  of  Underbill,  who  belonged  to  one 
of  the  old  Vermont  families. 

Daniel  C.  Mead  was  born  in  that  town  in 
1828.  He  grew  up  on  the  old  farm,  and  lived 
there  until  after  his  marriage.  He  engaged 
in  business  in  that  vicinity,  shipping  country 
produce  to  Boston  and  to  other  large  cities. 
When  his  son,  Morris  W.,  was  about  four 
years  of  age,  Mr.  Daniel  C.  Mead  went  to 
Lowell  and  opened  a  hotel  called  the  VVame- 
sett  House,  at  the  same  time  commencing 
the  study  of  law  with  B.  F.  Butler.  After 
several  years  spent  in  Lowell  he  changed  his 
residence  to  Graniteville,  Mass.,  where  he 
was  station  agent  and  Postmaster  until  in 
1 86 1  he  removed  to  Boston  to  accept  a  posi- 
tion with  E.  H.  Ashcroft  Manufacturing 
Company.  This  company  was  interested  in 
steam  gauges;  and  for  them  he  came  to  Pitts- 
burg, opening  a  supply  depot  for  their  busi- 
ness, all  the  manufacturing  establishments 
obtaining  from  him  their  first  steam  gauges, 
water  gauges,  valves,  and  so  forth.  Five 
years  later  a  large  Eastern  corporation  for 
drilling  for  oil  made  him  their  representative; 
and  he  bought  in  their  name  large  property 
at  Smith's  Ferry,  where  oil  was  first  found, 
where  he  was  very  successful,  and  later  for 
the  same  company  went  to  Cabell  County, 
West  Virginia.  For  five  years  Mr.  Mead 
carried  on  their  extensive  oil  business  in  that 
section.  He  was  then  given  the  agency  for 
their  special  patents  for  smoke  preventives 
and  coal  savers,  and  was  the  first  to  do  a  large 
business  in  these  lines.  He  married  Miss 
Terrell,  daughter  of  William  Terrell,  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Under- 
hill,  his  native  town.  Mr.  Terrell  was  Town 
Clerk  and  Postmaster  for  many  years.  He 
was  the  owner  of  a  large  estate,  and  held  a 


prominent  position  in  the  town.  Mr.  Daniel 
C.  Mead  was  a  member  of  Washington  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.  He  died  in  1874,  and  Mrs. 
Mead  died  in  1875.  She  was  the  mother  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  but  two  are  now  liv- 
ing, Morris  W.  and  Electa  A.  The  Meads 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  on  Oakland  Avenue  and  afterward  of 
the  church  on  the  corner  of  Magee  Street  and 
Fifth  Avenue,  where  the  father  was  an  active 
official  of  both  church  and  Sunday-school. 

Morris  W.  Mead  attended  the  public  schools 
of  the  Fourteenth  Ward,  Pittsburg,  and  after- 
ward the  University  of  Underbill,  Vt.,  gradu- 
ating from  the  Pittsburg  High  School  in 
1873.  He  read  law  for  two  years  with  J.  H. 
Baldwin,  and  after  his  father's  death  went 
into  the  oil  business  for  two  years,  during 
which  time  he  drilled  two  wells  near  Oil 
City.  In  1877  he  returned  to  Pittsburg,  tak- 
ing the  position  of  head  salesman  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  J.  R.  &  A.  Murdock.  After  a 
short  period  he  entered  the  city  fire  alarm 
office  as  an  operator,  being  promoted  in  a 
year's  time  to  position  of  chief  operator. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  the  Fire  Alarm  Telegraph,  in  those 
days  a  comparatively  simple  office.  During 
his  first  year  of  service  a  vacancy  occurred, 
and  he  was  made  secretary  of  the  Fire  Com- 
mission, holding  for  two  years  the  com- 
bined positions  of  secretary  of  the  Fire  Com- 
mission and  superintendent  of  the  Fire  Alarm 
Telegraph.  So  many  electrical  improvements 
and  additions  were  made  in  the  department  of 
which  he  was  superintendent  that  another 
secretary  was  elected ;  and  Mr.  Mead  after 
that  was  able  to  give  his  entire  time  to  the 
superintendence  of  the  electrical  system  of 
the  city.  Under  him  was  introduced  the  po- 
lice telephone  system  of  Department  of  Pub- 
lic  Safety.       In    1887   the    new    charter  was 
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passed  in  Pittsburg,  establishing  a  bureau  of 
electricity,  and  Mr.  Mead  was  made  the 
superintendent,  combining  all  electrical  in- 
terests of  Pittsburg,  including  control  of  the 
electric  railroads,  safety  arrangements  for 
electrical  propulsion,  inspection  of  all  electric 
power,  heat,  and  light  wires  in  all  the  build- 
ings of  the  city,  and  so  forth.  Under  him  all 
the  new  and  valuable  improvements  in  electri- 
cal communication  have  been  introduced,  and 
to-day  Pittsburg  owns  as  fine  a  system  of  po- 
lice and  fire  alarm  and  electric  light  inspec- 
tion as  can  be  found  in  the  United  States. 
The  scheme  of  rubber  covering,  made  in  a 
special  manner  for  underground  wires,  is  an 
orig-inal  idea  of  Mr.  Mead's,  which  he  intro- 
duced  into  Pittsburg,  an  extended  contest 
over  which  was  one  of  the  leading  technical 
contests, in  the  year  1896.  Now  all  new  wire 
is  thus  protected  before  being  laid. 

He  was  president  of  the  Pittsburg  Electric 
Club,  also  a  member  of  the  New  York  Electric 
during  the  existence  of  those  clubs.  He  is  on 
the  Electrical  Committee  of  the  International 
Fire  Chiefs'  Association,  is  a  member  of  the 
National  Committee  for  standardizing  wires 
for  electric  light  wiring,  a  member  of  the 
old-time  Telegraphers'  Association,  and  a 
member  of  the  National  Electric  Light  Asso- 
ciation, also  vice-president  of  the  National 
Association  of  Fire  and  Police  Telegraph  Su- 
perintendents of  the  United  States.  He  was 
honorary  assistant  to  Professor  Barrett,  who 
was  Chief  of  Department  of  Electricity  at 
the  World's  Columbian  Exhibition,  Chicago, 
1893,  one  of  three  men  to  be  so  honored, 
the  electricians  of  New  York,  Brooklyn,  and 
Pittsburg  being  chosen.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  chief  electricians,  with  the  Boston  and 
Chicago  city  electricians,  who  made  a  spe- 
cial investigation  upon  the  destructive  nature 
of  electrolysis.     His  local  interests  are  many: 


he  is  a  director  of  the  Young  Men's  Republi- 
can Tariff  Club  of  Pittsburg,  and  is  chairman 
of  the  Regatta  Committee  of  the  Yacht  Club, 
taking  a  great  interest  in  the  sport,  and  set- 
tling many  contests  every  year.  He  is  con- 
nected with  the  Americus  Club,  a  leading 
national  organization.  The  Club  visits  dif- 
ferent cities,  and  is  recognized  for  its  fine 
drill  and  handsome  uniforms.  Mr.  Mead  is 
a  Mason  of  the  Pittsburg  Lodge,  No.  484, 
and  a  member  of  Consistory,  thirty-second 
degree,  and  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  holding  a 
high  official  position  in  the  last-named  order. 
He  was  for  fifteen  years  a  member  of  the 
Twin  City  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Allegheny, 
and  of  Madock  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  and  a  member 
of  the  ancient  order  K.  of  M.  C.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Press  Club. 

Mr.  Mead  married  Johanna  L.  Ecker,  sister 
of  H.  P.  Ecker,  city  organist  of  Allegheny, 
and  holding  the  largest  musical  interests  in 
Pittsburg.  Their  father  is  H.J.  Ecker,  who 
was  connected  for  many  years  with  the  West- 
inghouse  Company.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mead  re- 
side in  Oakland,  East  End.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Bellefield  Presbyterian  Church,  of 
which  Dr.  Holland,  now  Chancellor  of  the 
Western  University,  was  pastor;  and  Mr. 
Mead  was  one  of  the  earliest  members,  being 
connected  with  the  society  thirty-five  years, 
being  a  member  of  the  Sunday-school  before 
the  church  was  organized  in  1S71. 


ILLIAM  R.  THOMPSON,  a  banker 
of  Pittsburg,  is  a  native  of  Alle- 
gheny, and  comes  of  Scotch  Cov- 
enanter descent.  His  father,  in  the  days  of 
the  abolition  movement,  was  an  "agent  for  the 
underground  railroad."  Young  Thompson  at- 
tended the  Fourth  Ward  Public  School  until 
twelve  years  of  age.      For  the  next  five  years 
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he  was  employed  in  the  United  Presbyterian 
Board  of  Publication  as  errand  boy  and  sales- 
man. During  the  last  year  of  the  Civil  War 
he  served  in  Knapp's  Independent  Battery. 
Upon  his  return  to  civil  life  he  was  given  the 
position  of  book-keeper  in  the  banking-house 
of  Hart,  Caughey  &  Co.  While  here,  his 
leisure  time  was  spent  in  study  under  the  late 
Professor  Lewis  D.  Bradley,  to  prepare  him- 
self for  entering  Jefferson  College;  but  his 
ambition  was  thwarted  by  home  needs,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  continue  in  business.  He 
was  subsequently  employed  in  the  Mechanics' 
National  Bank.  In  the  fourteen  years  for 
which  this  connection  lasted,  he  rose  from  the 
position  of  book-keeper  to  that  of  president  of 
the  institution.  In  1881  he  bought  the  in- 
terest of  John  B.  Jones  in  the  banking  house 
of  Semple  &  Jones,  and  afterward  that  of  Mr. 
Semple,  the  firm  name  thereupon  becoming 
William  R.  Thompson  &  Co. 

Mr.  Thompson  is  a  trustee  of  Washington 
and  Jefferson  College,  of  the  Western  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  of  Avery  College,  and  the 
Industrial  (colored)  School.  He  is  treasurer 
of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Humane  Society, 
of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Historical  So- 
ciety, of  the  Pittsburg  Association  for  the 
Improvement  of  the  Poor,  and  of  a  number 
of  other  societies.  The  confidence  reposed 
in  him  by  the  public,  and  the  amount  of 
labor  and  responsibility  imposed  on  him  by 
benevolent  enterprises,  may  be  inferred  from 
the  fact  that  he  was  made  treasurer  of  the 
Charleston  Earthquake  Relief  Fund.  He 
came  into  national  prominence  as  the  treas- 
urer of  the  Johnstown  Flood  Relief  Fund, 
when  over  one  million  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  passed  through  his  hands.  Mr. 
Thompson  was  also  treasurer  of  the  Russia 
Famine  Fund,  of  the  Titusville  and  Oil  City 
Relief  Fund,  of  that  for  the  Relief  of  the  Un- 


employed in  Pittsburg  during  the  winter  of 
1893  and  1894,  and  of  the  fund  for  the 
Twenty  -  eighth  Annual  Flncampment  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  While  such  work  was  always  per- 
formed without  remuneration,  there  have  been 
many  cases  in  which  he  defrayed  necessary 
expenses  in  order  that  every  dollar  of  the 
subscriptions  might  be  applied  directly  to 
the  object  in  view.  This  was  the  fact  in  re- 
lation to  the  Johnstown  Flood  Fund,  the 
report  of  which  modestly  says,  "the  neces- 
sary office  expenses,  clerk  hire,  etc.,  amount- 
ing to  one  thousand  dollars,  having  been  de- 
frayed privately." 

A  man  of  literary  and  artistic  tastes,  Mr. 
Thompson  was  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  Art  Society,  and  for  many  years  its  Presi- 
dent. He  is  the  possessor  of  a  choice  library, 
in  which  Old  English  literature  finds  a  promi- 
nent place,  and  is  known  as  a  writer  and 
speaker  of  more  than  ordinary  force  and  finish. 
In  1879  he  married  Miss  Mary  Thaw,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  William  Thaw,  of  Pittsburg,  a 
philanthropist  who  refused  to  allow  his  name 
to  be  associated  with  any  of  his  large  gifts. 
Mr.  Thompson  is  one  of  the  executors  of  the 
large  estate  left  by  his  father-in-law. 


E.  GREGG,  editor  of  the  Braddock 
Herald,  was  born  at  Lansing,  Mich., 
May  21,  1866,  where  he  resided 
until  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  left 
to  attend  the  city  schools,  paying  his  tuition 
by  working  in  a  grocery  store  morning  and 
evening.  Having  obtained  a  good  business 
education,  he  set  out  to  battle  with  the  world, 
choosing  for  his  occupation  the  wholesale 
music  business.  As  travelling  salesman  he 
followed  this  until  1892,  when,  coming  East, 
he  engaged  with  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company 
as  assistant  storekeeper  at  their  works  at   Bes- 
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semer,  Pa.,  which  position  he  held  for  three 
years,  when  he  was  employed  as  business  man- 
ager of  the  Braddock  Herald.  His  adaptabil- 
ity to  newspaper  work  soon  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  the  owners  of  the  paper;  and  on 
January  i,  1896,  he  was  given  full  charge  of 
the  business  and  editorial  management.  In 
this  position  Mr.  Gregg  had  an  excellent  op- 
portunity to  demonstrate  his  natural  business 
ability,  and  in  a  short  time  established  his 
reputation.  He  is  known  in  his  community 
as  an  indefatigable  worker,  and  can  be  found 
at  his  desk  early  and  late.  Mr.  Gregg  is 
prominent  in  music  circles,  and  stands  high 
in  the  order  of  Knights  of  Malta.  Of  com- 
manding appearance,  endowed  with  a  bright 
and  genial  nature,  both  in  business  and  social 
life  he  has  endeared  himself  to  a  large  circle 
of  friends. 


HOMAS  HUMRICKHOUSE  JOHN- 
SON, of  Pittsburg,  the  chief  engineer 
of  the  Pittsburg,  Columbus,  Cincinnati 
&  St.  Louis  Railroad,  with  an  office  in  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  January  12,  1S41,  at  Coshoc- 
ton, Ohio.  His  grandfather,  the  Rev.  David 
Johnson,  who  was  born  in  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  was  a  descendant  of  a  family  that 
left  Scotland  on  account  of  religious  persecu- 
tion in  the  time  of  James  II. 

Thomas  H.  Johnson  graduated  from  Jeffer- 
son College,  Pennsylvania,  in  1861.  Two 
years  later  he  accepted  a  position  with  the 
Pittsburg  &  Steubenville  Railroad  Company 
as  rodman,  and  assisted  in  the  construction  of 
the  bridge  crossing  the  Ohio  River  at  Steu- 
benville, that  being  the  first  railway  bridge 
over  any  of  the  larger  rivers  of  the  West.  In 
1864  and  1865  he  was  engaged  as  rodman  and 
transit-man  in  the  construction  of  the  Mari- 
etta &  Cincinnati  Railroad  from    Loveland   to 


Cincinnati.  During  the  succeeding  two  years 
he  was  assistant  engineer  in  the  work  of  locat- 
ing and  constructing  the  Pana,  Springfield  & 
North-western  Railway  in  Illinois.  From 
the  fall  of  1867  until  1875  he  was  assistant 
engineer  on  what  is  now  the  Panhandle  Road, 
and  during  that  time  had  charge  of  the  build- 
ing of  the  Chartiers  Branch  and  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Union  Depot  at  Columbus.  The 
next  three  years  were  spent  by  him  in  archi- 
tectural work  and  study  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
and  the  following  five  in  the  capacity  of  en- 
gineer for  the  contractors  building  the  Indi- 
ana State-house,  one  of  the  most  modern  and 
handsome  edifices  of  the  kind  in  the  country. 
From  March,  1883,  until  January,  1896,  he 
was  principal  assistant  engineer  of  the  Pitts- 
burg, Columbus,  Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis  Rail- 
way. In  1896  he  was  appointed  chief  engi- 
neer of  that  railway,  which,  with  its  various 
branches,  is  sixteen  hundred  miles  in  length. 
Since  1877  ^''-  Johnson  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  En- 
gineers. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Engi- 
neers' Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  which 
he  served  as  president  in  1895.  In  politics 
he  is  a  decided  Republican,  but  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  official  honors.  He  was 
married  October  28,  1868,  to  Miss  Martha  E., 
daughter  of  John  S.  Patterson,  of  Steuben- 
ville, Ohio.  They  have  three  children  — 
Bessie  D.,  William  K. ,  and  Margaret.  Mrs. 
Johnson,  who  is  highly  esteemed  in  social  and 
religious  circles,  is  a  member  of  the  Shady 
Side  Presbyterian  Church. 


ARRY  G.  ARCHER,  an  accom- 
plished organist  and  music  teacher 
^  \-  of  Pittsburg,  was  born  in  Bellaire, 
Ohio,  April  23,  1864,  son  of  James  G.  and 
Sarah  (Kyle)  Archer.      His  father  is  a  native 
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of  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  his 
motiier  of  Philadelphia. 

In  early  manhood  James  G.  Archer  learned 
the  cooper's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some 
years.  He  then  entered  the  grocery  business, 
which  he  carried  on  for  some  time  with  suc- 
cess; and  he  is  now  engaged  in  fruit  packing. 
He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren—  Harry  G.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  Charles  K.,  who  is  employed  in  a  railroad 
office. 

Harry  G.  Archer  attended  school  in  Colum- 
bus, Ohio;  and  his  musical  education  was  com- 
menced under  Herman  Ebeling,  of  that  city. 
In  1888  he  went  to  Berlin,  Germany,  where  he 
pursued  an  advanced  course  in  pianoforte  and 
organ  playing,  and  the  theory  of  music;  and 
while  in  Europe  he  studied  with  such  masters 
as  Loeschhorn  and  Reimann.  Returning  to 
America  in  1891,  he  established  himself  per- 
manently as  a  musician  and  teacher  in  Pitts- 
burg; and  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  musical  art 
are  highly  appreciated  by  our  citizens. 

As  a  teacher  Mr.  Archer  is  eminently  suc- 
cessful, and  numbers  among  his  pupils  mem- 
bers of  some  of  the  most  cultured  families  in 
the  city.  As  a  performer  he  is  artistic,  con- 
scientious, and  interesting;  and  his  appear- 
ances in  public  are  always  enjoyed  by  the 
lovers  of  classical  music.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Bohemian  Club  and  organist  at  the  Grant 
Street  Lutheran  Church. 


(JOSEPH  D.  THOMAS,  M.D.,  one  of 
the  leading  physicians  of  Pittsburg, 
was  born  in  the  Twenty-eighth  Ward, 
son  of  the  late  David  Thomas  and  his  wife, 
Rachel.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Dolwen 
Fawr,  near  Caermarthen,  South  Wales, 
whence  they  emigrated  to  America  about 
sixty-five   years    ago.       After     landing,    they 


journeyed  inland  by  way  of  Buffalo  and  Erie, 
and  settled  at  Pittsburg.  They  had  fourteen 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living. 

The  Doctor  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Pittsburg.  Shortly 
after,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  and 
served  during  the  last  year  of  the  Civil  War 
as  a  private  in  Battery  H  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Light  Artillery.  One  of  his  brothers,  Reese 
Thomas,  was  in  the  service  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  great  conflict;  and  another 
brother  served  for  a  part  of  the  time.  After 
being  mustered  out.  Dr.  Thomas,  feeling  the 
need  of  more  knowledge  as  a  preparation  for 
his  medical  studies,  took  a  course  in  the 
Western  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Then 
he  began  to  read  medicine  with  the  late  Dr. 
George  McCook.  Later  he  entered  the  Medi- 
cal College  of  Bellevue  Hospital  in  New  York 
City,  graduating  from  that  institution  in 
1869.  After  taking  a  post-graduate  course, 
he  settled  on  the  South  Side,  Pittsburg, 
where  he  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Allegheny  County  Medical  Society, 
of  which  he  was  president  for  one  term.  He 
is  also  vice-president  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  having  been  elected  to  that 
position  at  the  meeting  of  the  association  held 
in  May,  1896,  at  Atlanta,  Ga.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  South  Side  Medical  Society,  of 
which  he  has  also  been  the  president.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  on  the  Pittsburg 
Board  of  Health,  and  for  one  year  its  presid- 
ing officer.  Dr.  Thomas  is  professor  of 
genito-urinary  diseases  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Western  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  a  trustee  of  that  institution.  He 
has  contributed  various  valuable  articles  to 
some  of  the  prominent  medical  journals  of  the 
country,  and  in  1887  delivered  the  address  on 
"Hygiene"  before  the  Pennsylvania  State  So- 
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ciety,  at  its  meeting  in  Bedford,  Pa.  One  of 
the  founders  of  the  South  Side  Hospital,  he  is 
serving  on  its  Board  of  Trustees,  and  is  a 
member  of  its  surgical  staff.  Also  mindful 
of  the  duties  of  citizenship,  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  City  Council,  was  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  the  president  of  the  School  Board 
of  the  Twenty-eighth  Ward,  and  helped  in 
organizing  the  South  Side  Pittsburg  Board  of 
Trade,  of  which  he  is  now  the  president. 

In  April,  1876,  Dr.  Thomas  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Lizzie  Keller, 
daughter  of  Abrani  Keller.  They  have  three 
children  —  Mary  Rachel,  Alice  Keller,  and 
Joseph  Dio,  Jr.  During  the  summer  of  1890 
Dr.  Thomas  made  the  tour  of  Plurope,  visiting 
England,  Wales,  Belgium,  Germany,  Svi'itzer- 
land,  Italy,  and  France.  While  so  doing,  he 
contributed  to  a  Pittsburg  daily  paper  a  series 
of  letters,  which  after  his  return  home  were 
collected  and  published  in  book  form,  under 
the  title  of  "A  Souvenir  of  Europe." 


"ENRY  P.  KREBS,  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War  and  a  prominent  member 
of  various  fraternal  organizations, 
was  born  February  6,  1839,  in  Seventh 
Avenue,  Pittsburg,  son  of  Michael  and  Doro- 
thy (Ackermann)  Krebs.  The  father  was  born 
October  24,  1807,  at  the  old  ancestral  home 
in  Darmstadt,  province  of  Hesse,  Germany. 
There  he  spent  his  early  life,  and  received  his 
education.  After  his  marriage  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  landing  at  Baltimore  in  1831, 
with  just  one  dollar  in  his  pocket.  After 
staying  in  Baltimore  until  he  had  earned  suffi- 
cient money  to  pay  his  way  over  the  turnpike 
roads,  he  set  out  for  Pittsburg,  arriving  there 
in  1832.  Here  he  at  once  obtained  work  with 
Parker  Brothers  on  Commercial  Row,  and 
remained     with     them    as    long    as    the    firm 


existed,  making  his  home  on  Seventh  Avenue. 
He  bought  a  lot  of  land  on  Liberty  Street 
near  Thirteenth  Street,  and,  after  leaving 
Parker  Brothers,  went  into  business  for  him- 
self. Selling  out,  however,  in  1858,  he  moved 
to  East  Liberty,  then  a  small  village,  and  pur- 
chased a  valuable  piece  of  land  at  the  corner 
of  Penn  and  Fifth  Avenues.  Here  he  built  a 
fine  house,  and  lived  a  retired  life  for  some 
time.  In  1865  he  again  sold  out,  and  pur- 
chased a  lot  on  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Nev- 
ille Avenues,  building  thereon  a  residence, 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  At  first  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  after  the  first  election  of 
Lincoln  he  became  a  Republican,  and  there- 
after voted  with  that  party.  He  was  a  regular 
member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  and 
held  many  offices  of  trust  from  that  society. 
By  his  wife,  Dorothy,  he  became  the  father  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  John  G.,  Henry  P., 
Dorothy,  Margaret,  Caroline,  and  Edward  are 
living,  and  reside  in  Pittsburg.  Dorothy  is 
now  Mrs.  Oetting;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  John 
Schusler;  and  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  David 
Richmond.  Michael  Krebs  died  January  3, 
1S91,  and  his  wife  on  April  20,   1892. 

Henry  P.  Krebs  had  received  a  practical 
education  at  the  German  Lutheran  Church 
School  on  Smithfield  Street,  when  at  an 
earlier  age  than  was  usual  he  left  his  books 
to  help  his  father.  Even  as  a  boy  he  showed 
much  bravery  and  presence  of  mind.  At  one 
time,  assisted  by  his  brother,  he  rescued  a 
family  from  a  burning  house.  He  went  with 
his  uncle  in  1859  to  California,  travelling  by 
way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  After  stop- 
ping for  some  time  in  San  Francisco,  they 
went  to  Sacramento  City.  Although  he  de- 
sired to  remain  in  California,  being  still 
under  age  he  was  obliged  to  come  back  to 
Pittsburg  in  i860  with  his  uncle.  He  was 
among  the  first  seven  men  who  enlisted  April 
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18,  1 86 1,  in  the  Negley  zouaves  for  service  in 
the  Civil  War.  General  Negley  telegraphed 
from  Washington  to  have  the  zouaves  make 
ready  to  take  the  field,  and  they  were  among 
the  first  soldiers  to  cross  the  mountains  from 
the  West.  They  were  mustered  into  the 
Union  service  April  20,  1861,  and  were  at- 
tached to  the  First  Infantry,  Regiment  of 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Afterward,  when 
the  brigade  was  organized,  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Third  Infantry  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  were  sent  to  the 
front,  and  took  part  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Run.  Upon  expiration  of  their  term  of  ser- 
vice they  re-enlisted  in  the  field,  among  the 
three  hundred  thousand  three-years'  men 
called  for  by  the  President's  proclamation. 
They  then  became  Company  C  of  the  Seventy- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  were  ap- 
pointed color  company  of  the  old  Negley  bri- 
gade, and  were  the  first  Pennsylvania  troops 
sent  West  by  boat  to  Louisville,  where  they 
were  incorporated  in  the  Army  of  the  Ohio. 
Under  the  command  of  General  Buell,  they, 
with  other  troops,  went  to  the  assistance  of 
General  Grant  on  the  second  day  of  the  battle 
of  Pittsburg  Landing,  on  which  occasion  Mr. 
Krebs,  as  Color  Sergeant  of  his  company,  car- 
ried the  only  Pennsylvania  flag  in  the  field. 
The  company  next  saw  service  at  the  siege  of 
Corinth,  and  was  then  transferred  to  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  with  which  it  spent  the 
rest  of  its  term.  At  the  battle  of  Stone 
River  the  colors  were  rescued  from  the  enemy 
by  Mr.  Krebs,  who  seized  them,  and  brought 
them  back  in  the  face  of  determined  at- 
tempts to  capture  them.  For  this  exploit 
he  was  made  regular  Color  Sergeant,  hav- 
ing been  Third  Sergeant  before  this  time. 
He  was  also  present  at  the  battle  of  Lib- 
erty Gap  in  Tennessee,  and  on  the  second 
day  of  the  fight,  was  severely  wounded  while 


carrying  the  colors.  He  was  removed  to  the 
field  hospital,  and  was  then  sent  back  to  Hos- 
pital No.  4  at  Nashville,  where  he  remained 
until  he  was  able  to  walk  with  crutches,  after 
which  he  received  a  furlough  for  thirty  days, 
taking  it  in  preference  to  a  discharge  from  the 
service.  At  the  end  of  the  thirty  days,  which 
were  spent  in  Pittsburg,  he  reported  for  ser- 
vice to  the  Provost  Marshal  at  Pittsburg,  and 
was  appointed  to  duty  as  Quartermaster  and 
Commissary  Sergeant  of  the  hospital  depart- 
ment in  that  city,  remaining  in  that  capacity 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term.  He  then  re- 
enlisted,  and  thereafter  served  in  the  quarter- 
master's and  commissary's  departments  until 
the  end  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered  out  of 
service  in  September,  1S64. 

After  returning  to  civil  life  Mr.  Krebs  was 
in  the  oil  business  for  two  years,  contracting 
to  do  the  drilling  for  a  certain  quantity  of  the 
oil.  In  this  way,  having  taken  all  the  risk  of 
each  venture,  he  soon  lost  a  great  deal  of 
money.  He  then  obtained  a  situation  in  a 
planing-mill  as  engineer,  and  worked  there  for 
a  number  of  years.  After  this,  upon  land  sit- 
uated on  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Sheridan 
Streets,  previously  acquired  by  him,  he  built  a 
house  and  store,  and  for  eighteen  years  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  a  retail  grocery.  In 
1884,  advised  to  give  up  active  work  on  ac- 
count of  failing  health,  he  sold  out  his  busi- 
ness. Subsequently,  dissatisfied  with  an  idle 
life,  at  102  Shady  Avenue  he  opened  an  insur- 
ance and  collecting  agency,  which  at  present 
is  the  oldest  firm  in  East  End  engaged  in  that 
business.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  stock- 
holders as  well  as  one  of  the  original  depos- 
itors of  the  City  Deposit  Bank  of  Pittsburg. 

Mr.  Krebs  is  a  life  member  of  Hail- 
man  Lodge,  No.  321,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Pittsburg,  of  which  he  has  been  the  treasurer 
for    the   last   ten   years.      Also  he   belongs  to 
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the  Pittsburg  Chapter,  No.  268,  and  to  the 
Duquesne  Commandery,  No.  72,  Knight 
Templar.  He  has  also  membership  in  the 
Council  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  No.  276;  and 
he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  McPherson 
Post,  No.  117,  G.  A.  R.,  of  which  he  has 
been  the  Commander,  the  representative  at  na- 
tional and  department  encampments,  and  the 
treasurer  for  eleven  years.  He  is  likewise  a 
member  of  the  Americus  Club,  and  has  had 
fellowship  in  the  Veteran  Legion,  No.  i, 
since  its  organization. 

On  July  4,  1866,  Mr.  Krebs  married  Miss 
Sarah  K.  Palmer,  of  Warren,  Ohio.  His  only 
child,  Sadie  P.  Krebs,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Harry  W.  Fulton,  and  has  two  children — • 
Karl  Henry  and  Robert  James.  Mr.  Fulton 
is  associated  with  Mr.  Krebs  in  the  firm  of 
Krebs  &  Fulton,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Fredericks  &  P^ulton,  tailors,  on  Penn 
Avenue.  Mrs.  Krebs  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  at  East  Liberty  since 
her  marriage.  Mr.  Krebs  is  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  congregation,  and  has  been  a 
trustee  of  the  church  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  He  is  also  active  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, and  has  helped  to  elect  each  Repub- 
lican President  from  the  time  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  His  home  is  at  220  Shady  Avenue, 
East  End. 


-♦-♦»^> 


LIVER  McCLINTOCK,  of  Pittsburg, 
was  born  in  Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  Oc- 
tober 20,  1839,  eldest  child  of  Wash- 
ington and  Eliza  (Thompson)  McClintock. 
Their  other  living  children  are:  Walter 
Lowrie,  Washington,  Thompson,  Francis 
Thompson,  Cornelia  (Mrs.  John  Woodman), 
and  Eliza  Thompson  (Mrs.  William  M.  Ken- 
nedy). Another  son,  Samuel  Thompson,  died 
in    childhood.       Mr.    McClintock's    paternal 


grandfather,  Alexander  McClintock,  about 
the  year  181 5  came  here  from  Montgomery 
County,  near  Philadelphia,  taking  up  his  resi- 
dence at  the  lower  end  of  Liberty  Street. 
Alexander  was  a  freighter  between  Philadel- 
phia and  Pittsburg,  which  business  was  then 
conducted  by  means  of  four-horse  teams  and 
large  Conestoga  wagons.  He  was  afterward 
engaged  in  horseshoeing  and  general  black- 
smith work  on  lower  Liberty  Street,  also  con- 
ducting the  ferry  across  the  Allegheny  River, 
where  the  Sixth  Street  Suspension  Bridge  now 
connects  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  City. 

Samuel  Thompson,  the  maternal  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  came  to 
Pittsburg  from  Chester  County  about  1807, 
taking  up  his  residence  on  Market  Street,  two 
or  three  doors  from  Water.  Here,  with  his 
brother,  he  conducted  a  tailoring  business, 
under  the  firm  name  of  S.  &  J.  Thompson. 
Later  he  started  branch  establishments  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  St.  Louis,  shipping  the 
clothing  from  the  headquarters  in  Pittsburg. 
Subsequently  he  opened  a  general  merchandise 
store  at  the  north-west  corner  of  Market 
Street  and  the  thoroughfare  now  known  as 
Fourth  Avenue.  Later  still,  about  1832,  he 
embarked  in  an  exclusive  dry-goods  and  carpet 
business  on  Market  Street  near  Liberty,  buy- 
ing from  Henry  Holdship  in  1835  the  build- 
ing and  lot  where  now  stands  the  McClintock 
Building. 

In  1837  Washington  McClintock,  the  father 
of  Oliver,  succeeded  to  the  business  of  his 
father-in-law,  carried  on  under  the  firm  name 
of  W.  McClintock  &  Co.,  Robert  D.  Thomp- 
son, the  son  of  Samuel  Thompson,  constitut- 
ing the  company.  The  firm  dissolved  in 
1844,  and  thereafter  the  carpet  business  exclu- 
sively was  continued  by  W.  McClintock. 
His  son  Oliver,  who  had  graduated  from  Yale 
College  in   the  preceding  year,  was  admitted 
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to  partnership  in  1862,  forming  the  firm  of 
W.  McClintock  &  Son.  In  1863  he  bought 
out  the  carpet  business  of  Robinson  Brothers, 
who  are  now  bankers,  and  organized  the  firm 
of  Oliver  McClintock  &  Co.,  into  which  W. 
McClintock  &  Son  was  merged  about  a  year 
later.  The  brothers,  Walter,  Thompson,  and 
Frank,  were  each  in  turn  admitted  to  the 
firm.  On  January  i,  1897,  Thompson  Mc- 
Clintock retired,  and  the  present  firm,  Oliver 
McClintock  Company,  was  incorporated  to 
continue  the  wholesale  and  retail  carpet  busi- 
ness. 

In  1866  Oliver  McClintock  married  Clara, 
the  youngest  daughter  of  Harvey  Childs,  Esq. 
At  the  time  of  the  reorganization  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Pittsburg  in  1864,  he  was 
elected  president,  and  continued  to  fill  that 
office  until  1870.  He  considers  the  most  im- 
portant work  of  his  life  the  service  he  has  ren- 
dered his  native  city  in  connection  with  the 
movement  for  municipal  reform,  which  he,  in 
conjunction  with  D.  D.  Bruce  and  James  M. 
Shields,  started  in  September  of  1895.  Hav- 
ing induced  a  number  of  leading  citizens  to 
join  with  rhem,  they  issued  a  call  for  a  public 
mass  meeting,  to  consider  what  steps  should 
be  taken  to  overthrow  the  rule  of  the  city 
bosses  who  had  usurped  the  city  government. 
At  this  meeting  the  Citizens'  Municipal 
League  was  organized  under  an  Executive 
Committee  of  five,  including  Oliver  McClin- 
tock as  one,  who  were  authorized  to  select 
candidates  for  the  ensuing  election  for  the 
three  executive  city  officers  and  to  conduct  a 
campaign  in  their  behalf.  The  ensuing  cam- 
paign was  remarkable  for  its  aggressive  spirit. 
Just  seventy  days  after  the  mass  meeting  the 
ring  candidate  was  elected  by  the  small  major- 
ity of  twelve  hundred  and  ninety-two  votes, 
W.  R.  Ford  receiving  twenty  thousand,  five 
hundred  and  fifty-two  votes,  while  George  W. 


Guthrie,  the  Municipal  League  candidate  for 
Mayor,  received  nineteen  thousand,  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  votes.  The  electoral  returns 
made  on  that  occasion  have  since  been  con- 
tested in  the  county  courts  for  more  than  a 
year,  but  no  decision  has  been  reached  at  the 
present  writing. 

Mr.  McClintock  thinks  that,  considering 
the  results  of  a  thoroughly  awakened  public 
sentiment,  and  the  great  advances  made  in 
causing  the  people  to  realize  that  city  govern- 
ment should  be  a  matter  of  business  and  not 
politics,  and  should  therefore  be  divorced  from 
all  national  issues,  his  labors  and  sacrifices 
have  not  been  in  vain. 


T^HARLES  WILSON  HOUSTON,  the 
I    IP       business    manager    of    the     Pittsburg 

V»l£_^  Press  Publishing  Company,  was 
born  in  Pittsburg,  April  16,  1857,  son  of  the 
late  Edward  Houston.  Edward  Houston  was 
born  in  Stronollar,  Donegal  County,  Ireland, 
where  he  spent  the  first  fifteen  years  of  his 
life.  Coming  to  this  country  in  1828,  he 
made  his  home  in  New  York  City  for  a  time. 
He  learned  the  tailor's  trade,  and  was  there- 
after engaged  in  merchant  tailoring.  In  1836 
he  went  to  New  Lisbon,  Ohio,  whence  in  the 
following  year  he  came  to  Pittsburg,  locating 
on  Smithfield  Street,  where  he  was  prosper- 
ously engaged  in  his  business  until  1885.  At 
one  time  he  was  in  partnership  with  Archi- 
bald McFarland,  and  they  conducted  one  of 
the  oldest  establishments  in  the  city.  In 
later  years  he  was  associated  with  his  son, 
William  H.  Houston,  until,  beginning  to  feel 
the  infirmities  of  old  age,  he  sold  out.  After- 
ward he  lived  in  retirement,  and  was  an  in- 
valid during  the  last  seven  or  eight  years  of 
his  life.  He  was  a  generous  contributor  to 
the  charitable  work  of  the  city.     An  esteemed 
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member  of  the  congregation  of  St.  Paul's 
Roman  Catholic  Cathedral,  he  was  the  organ- 
izer of  the  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  con- 
nected therewith,  and  was  its  president  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  also  the  presi- 
dent of  the  trustees  of  St.  Paul's  Orphan 
Asylum;  and  he  was  elected  Guardian  of  the 
Poor  on  April  lo,  1876,  by  the  City  Council. 
On  February  28,  1835,  he  married  Miss  Mary 
A.,  daughter  of  John  Connery,  of  Cambria 
County,  Pennsylvania.  Of  their  ten  children 
six  grew  to  maturity,  namely:  William  H., 
who  died  July  4,  1888;  Thomas  P.,  who  was  a 
brilliant  young  man,  owned  the  Pittsburg 
Gazette  for  a  number  of  years,  and  died  in 
1875;  Edward  F.,  a  resident  of  Hazelwood, 
who  is  the  private  secretary  of  D.  P.  Reig- 
hard;  Anna  E.,  who  married  James  Flood,  the 
Pittsburg  manager  for  Arbuckle  &  Co. ;  Eme- 
line  C,  who  was  the  wife  of  John  Bindley,  of 
the  Bindley  Hardware  Company  of  Pittsburg, 
and  whose  death  occurred  January  28,  1886; 
and  Charles  Wilson,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  mother  is  still  living,  a  vener- 
able woman  of  eighty  years. 

Charles  Wilson  Houston  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  city.  Shortly 
after,  in  1871,  the  late  Dr.  A.  H.  Gross,  who 
was  attracted  by  his  brightness  and  energy, 
appointed  him  page  in  the  Pittsburg  Councils, 
he  being  the  first  to  hold  that  office.  Begin- 
ning in  1872  as  office  boy  to  the  city  clerk, 
he  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  message  clerk 
of  Councils  four  years  later;  and,  when  the 
city  clerk,  E.  S.  Morrow,  was  elected  comp- 
troller, Mr.  Houston  became  clerk  of  the 
Common  Council  and  assistant  city  clerk. 
He  resigned  the  latter  office  in  1885  to  be- 
come manager  of  the  Pittsburg  Press  Com- 
pany, the  duties  of  which  responsible  position 
he  has  since  discharged  with  exceptional  abil- 
ity.     Mr.    Houston   was    one   of    the   original 


stockholders  of  this  company,  which  was  or- 
ganized in  June,  1884.  Upon  its  reorganiza- 
tion in  1889  the  late  Thomas  M.  Bayne,  who 
was  the  largest  stockholder,  sold  out  his  inter- 
est to  Mr.  Houston  and  his  partner,  Thomas 
J.  Keenan,  Jr.  Mr.  Houston  is  also  inter- 
ested in  the  Pennsylvania  Sand  Glass  Com- 
pany, Venango  County,  of  which  he  is  a  di- 
rector. 

In  politics  Mr.  Houston  is  an  earnest  Re- 
publican. Successively  appointed  by  Gover- 
nors Beaver,  Pattison,  and  Hastings,  he  is 
serving  a  third  term  as  one  of  the  managers  of 
the  State  Reform  School  at  Morganza.  He  is 
a  popular  member  of  the  Americus  Republican 
Club,  the  Pittsburg  Press  Club,  the  Keystone 
Bicycle  Club,  the  Pittsburg  Athletic  Club, 
and  the  Columbus  Club. 


EV.     W.     HENRY     THOMPSON, 

State  superintendent  of  the  Pennsyl- 
^  V^  ^^  vania  Children's  Home  Society,  is 
devoting  the  best  years  of  his  energetic  life  to 
the  interests  of  the  little  ones  placed  under 
his  charge.  When  asked  as  to  his  nativity, 
Mr.  Thompson  usually  replies,  "It  was  my 
helpless  misfortune  to  be  born  in  England." 
His  father,  Henry  A.  Thompson,  was  an  in- 
fluential dry-goods  merchant  in  Cheshire, 
England,  where  he  married  Harriett  Leigh, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Leigh,  a  conspicuous 
Friend,  and  the  worthy  representative  of  a 
family  known  and  respected  for  their  strong 
religious  convictions  and  their  sturdy  business 
integrity. 

Mr.  Thompson,  who  on  the  paternal  side  is 
of  Scotch  lineage,  was  the  first-born  of  his 
father's  family,  making  his  advent  into  the 
household  during  the  forties  of  the  present 
century.  Before  completing  his  twelfth  year 
he  was  bereft  of  both  parents,  and  his  interest 
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in  homeless  children  arose  out  of  the  desola- 
tion of  his  early  days.  From  adverse  circum- 
stances he  thus  derived  his  force  of  character 
and  bent  toward  philanthropy.  Naturally  of  a 
very  active  mental  temperament,  he  made 
good  use  of  his  early  educational  opportuni- 
ties, passing  creditably  through  the  public 
schools  and  Byron's  Academy;  and,  even 
when  a  clerk  in  his  teens,  he  would  often  rise 
for  study  long  before  business  hours,  besides 
burning  the  midnight  oil  in  the  same  pursuit. 
He  has  since  been  a  constant  student.  In 
1869  he  removed  to  Wisconsin.  His  studies 
until  that  time  had  been  of  a  literary  and  phil- 
osophical nature,  under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev. 
Henry  Hayward,  a  noted  instructor  of  youth. 
He  then  turned  to  the  study  of  theology,  tak- 
ing the  regular  course  required  by  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  denomination,  in  which  he 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry.  In  his  chosen 
profession  he  rose  rapidly  to  eminence,  par- 
ticularly as  a  pulpit  orator,  and  filled  some  of 
the  most  prominent  pastorates  in  Wisconsin 
and  Michigan,  notably  those  of  Fond  du  Lac 
and  Waupaca  in  the  former  State,  and  Tra- 
verse City,  Lansing  Central,  and  Grand 
Rapids  in  the  latter. 

Under  the  impulse  of  philanthropy  toward 
the  homeless  and  neglected  children,  and  by 
the  invitation  of  the  Children's  Home  So- 
ciety, Mr.  Thompson  a  few  years  ago  gave 
himself  to  the  charity  work  in  which  he  is 
now  engaged,  thus  realizing  one  of  his  highest 
and  most  cherished  ambitions.  He  had  long 
hoped  and  expected  that  the  good  Providence 
would  lead  him  into  caring  for  this  class  of 
children,  and  the  remembrance  of  his  own  life 
of  orphanage  is  a  constant  spur  to  the  work  he 
is  so  nobly  carrying  on.  He  is  well  adapted 
to  it  by  education,  talent,  and  tact;  and  his 
fervent  public  appeals  never  fail  to  meet  with 
a  sympathetic  response  from  his  hearers.      He 


is  never  so  happy  as  when  in  the  midst  of  a 
group  of  rescued  little  ones  who  instinctively 
call  him  "papa,"  and  it  is  his  joy  to  place 
them  in  permanent  homes. 

Under  Mr.  Thompson's  able  management 
the  society  is  unusually  prosperous,  some  of 
the  special  features  of  the  organization  being 
as  follows:  systematic  search  for  homes  for 
the  children;  constant  outlook  for  dependent 
and  exposed  children;  thorough  organization 
and  extensive  correspondence;  strict  econ- 
omy, with  no  outlay  for  costly  buildings; 
interdenominational,  but  unsectarian;  invit- 
ing the  co-operation  of  all  philanthropic  per- 
sons in  a  great  movement  on  behalf  of  the 
destitute  children  of  the  land.  Aside  from 
his  duties  connected  with  the  society  Mr. 
Thompson  is  a  most  popular  lecturer,  and  is 
often  invited  by  churches,  young  people's  so- 
cieties, and  other  organizations,  to  entertain 
and  instruct  them,  among  his  celebrated  lect- 
ures being  the  following:  "The  Tongue,"  a 
physiological,  philological,  and  philosophic 
discussion;  "The  Monk  that  shook  the 
World,"  a  thorough  and  instructive  discus- 
sion of  the  man  Luther  and  his  times;  "The 
Great  Trio  of  Methodism  —  Wesley,  Asbury, 
and  Simpson  " ;  "The  Prophecy  of  Principles 
and  Facts,"  a  discussion  of  the  progress  of 
Christian  civilization  as  it  relates  to  the  fut- 
ure; "Mental  and  Moral  Volcanoes";  "The 
Right    Man    in    the    Wrong    Place,   and    J'lce 

Versa";  "The  Modern  Vashti  "  ;  "The  Model 
Young  Man  "  ;    "The  Model  Young  Woman  "  ; 

"There  was  One  Beauty,  and  she  rode  in  the 
Chariot";  and  "Crime  and  Child  Rescue 
Work." 

Mr.  Thompson's  own  domestic  life  is  in 
truth  an  ideal  one.  His  wife  enters  fully 
into  his  work,  and  heartily  sympathizes  with 
his  effort  to  bless  the  homeless.  Three  sons 
and    two     daughters     are    included     in    their 
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family  circle.  Mr.  Thompson's  labors  de- 
mand much  of  his  time,  often  taking  him 
far  from  home,  his  travels  in  the  past  year 
in  behalf  of  the  destitute  children  of  the 
State  having  covered  ten  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred miles,  his  absences  having  sometimes 
been  of  two  months'  duration. 


"^^VIER   OSWALD  WERDER,   M.D., 

/\  a  Pittsburg  physician  of  high  reputa- 
^  tion,  was  born  in  Cham,  Switzer- 
land, December  4,  1857,  son  of  Oswald  and 
Barbara  (Felder)  Werder,  both  of  whom  were 
also  natives  of  Switzerland.  Of  his  parents' 
four  children  Joseph  and  Marie  also  survive. 
He  was  educated  partly  in  his  native  land 
and  partly  in  this  country,  to  which  he  came 
in  1873,  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  prepared 
for  the  medical  profession  in  a  university  of 
New  York  City,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1879.  Soon  after  he  engaged  in  general 
practice  here  in  Pittsburg.  Later  on  he  went 
to  Europe,  and  spent  two  years  in  special 
study,  attending  courses  of  lectures  in  Berlin, 
Vienna,  London,  and  Munich.  In  1889,  hav- 
ing returned  to  his  practice  in  Pittsburg,  he 
opened  an  ofifice  on  Penn  Avenue  as  a  special- 
ist in  the  diseases  of  women  and  abdominal 
surgery.  He  is  now  professor  of  the  diseases 
of  women  in  the  West  Pennsylvania  Medical 
College,  medical  department  of  the  Western 
University  of  Pennsylvania;  consulting  gynae- 
cologist at  the  Allegheny  General  Hospital 
and  St.  Francis  Hospital ;  gynaecologist  to 
Mercy  Hospital ;  obstetrician  to  Roselia  Ma- 
ternity Hospital;  and  consulting  surgeon  to 
S.  S.  Hospital.  He  is  a  member  of  Alle- 
gheny County  Medical  Society,  the  Pittsburg 
Obstetrical  Society,  the  S.  S.  Medical  Soci- 
ety, the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
the    American    Association    of    Obstetricians 


and  Gynaecologists,  of  which  he  has  been  the 
treasurer  since  1889.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Pittsburg  Medical  Reviezv, 
and  few  are  oftener  quoted  by  their  fellows  in 
the  profession  than  he. 

Dr.  Werder  was  married  October  20,  1885, 
to  Tillie  C.  Vogel,  daughter  of  Joseph  Vogel, 
a  retired  dry-goods  merchant  and  a  director 
of  the  German  National  Bank  of  this  city. 
Eight  children  have  blessed  the  union; 
namely,  Marie,  Hermann,  Oswald,  Coletta, 
Marguerite,  Girard,  Raymond,  and  Vincent. 
Dr.  Werder  is  a  Catholic  in  religious  faith. 
In  politics  he  is  a  "sound  money"  man,  al- 
though he  usually  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 


Tt^OBERT  T.  McGEAGH,  one  of  the 
I  Sr^  oldest  jewellers  in  Pittsburg,  was 
-!->'  \^_  ^  born  near  Cookstown,  County  Ty- 
rone, Ireland,  December  30,  1835.  His 
father  was  John  McGeagh,  a  well-to-do 
farmer.  His  mother,  Sarah  McGeagh,  was  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Loughrey.  The  parents 
of  both  his  father  and  his  mother  were  natives 
of  Scotland,  and  had  moved  to  Ireland  on 
account  of  religious  persecution.  Thomas 
Loughrey  came  with  his  family  to  Pittsburg 
while  still  a  comparatively  young  man,  his 
daughter,  Sarah,  Mrs.  McGeagh,  remaining 
in  Ireland  with  her  husband.  He  had  three 
sons  (now  deceased)  and  three  other  daugh- 
ters, namely:  Robert  Loughrey;  Joseph 
Loughrey,  for  many  years  a  harness  dealer  on 
Wood  Street;  Thomas  W.  Loughrey,  for  a 
number  of  years  proprietor  of  one  of  the  larg- 
est jewelry  stores  in  Pittsburg  and  afterward 
the  captain  of  a  river  steamboat;  Margaret; 
Malinda;  and  Jane.  Margaret  Loughrey  be- 
came Mrs.  William  Wright,  of  Shady  Side, 
Pittsburg;  and  Malinda  became  Mrs.  Alex- 
ander Moore. 


XAVIER    0.    WERDER. 
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When  Robert  T.  McGeagh  was  fifteen  years 
old,  he  decided  to  come  to  Pittsburg  to  learn 
the  jewelry  trade  with  his  uncle,  Thomas  W. 
Loughrey,  then  in  business  on  Fifth  Avenue, 
near  Market  Street.  He  made  the  journey 
across  the  ocean  on  board  of  a  sailing-vessel, 
the  "Jacob  A.  Westervelt. "  After  a  long  and 
tedious  voyage  he  reached  New  York,  where 
he,  with  other  passengers,  was  detained  in 
quarantine  for  some  time.  Upon  landing  he 
received  several  tempting  offers  of  situations; 
but  he  resolutely  adhered  to  the  plans  he  had 
made,  and  came  to  Pittsburg.  On  reaching 
this  city,  he  commenced  his  apprenticeship 
with  his  uncle. 

After  mastering  his  trade,  he  concluded  to 
engage  in  the  jewelry  business  for  himself. 
He  located  on  Liberty  Street,  near  Seventh 
Avenue,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the 
Seventh  Avenue  Hotel.  He  succeeded  in 
building  up  a  large  and  lucrative  business  in 
this  stand.  As  his  capital  became  larger,  he 
used  a  portion  of  it  to  engage  in  enterprises 
not  connected  with  his  jewelry  business. 
Among  these  were  investments  in  government 
bonds,  bank  and  other  stocks.  He  was  suc- 
cessful in  these  enterprises,  receiving  good 
returns  for  the  money  invested.  An  oppor- 
tunity presenting  itself  to  sell  his  business 
stand  on  Liberty  Street  to  advantage,  he  did 
so.  He  afterward  located  on  Fifth  Avenue 
beyond  the  court-house  in  the  square,  east  of 
Tunnel  Street.  Here  he  has  remained  ever 
since,  it  being  now  about  thirty  years  since 
he  moved  to  this  locality.  During  this  period 
he  has  invested  considerably  in  real  estate, 
buying  largely  in  the  wards  near  his  place  of 
business.  These  investments  were  carefully 
selected  and  judiciously  made,  as  the  passing 
years  have  proven.  Of  all  his  real  estate 
purchases  he  had  but  one  that  unexpectedly 
yielded  a  large  return  for  the  money  invested. 


While  in  business  on  Liberty  Street,  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  a  man  who  had  con- 
structed a  fancy  and  ingenious  clock,  which 
was  left  with  him  to  sell.  Mr.  McGeagh  was 
successful  in  making  a  sale  of  the  clock.  The 
man  then  offered  to  sell  him  a  five-acre  tract 
of  land  in  McCandless  township,  Allegheny 
County,  with  a  nice  house,  the  land  being 
well  planted  with  fruit-trees  and  shrubbery. 
He  made  the  purchase;  and  for  many  years  his 
father,  who  had  moved  to  Pittsburg  at  this 
time,  occupied  the  place  as  a  homestead. 
After  his  father's  death  Mr.  McGeagh  had 
great  difficulty  in  getting  a  tenant  for  the 
place,  and  experienced  much  annoyance  on 
account  of  the  depredations  of  boys  and  other 
persons,  who  persisted  in  injuring,  destroying, 
and  carrying  off  the  fruit,  shrubbery,  fences, 
and  other  improvements.  He  finally  sold  the 
property,  but  many  years  afterward  had  to 
again  take  possession,  not  having  received 
the  purchase  money.  He  tried  to  sell  it  a 
second  time,  but  was  unsuccessful.  In  1891 
oil  was  discovered  on  the  place.  Two  wells 
were  drilled,  they  being-among  the  largest  in 
the  Wildwood  oil  field;  and  they  netted  him 
quite  a  large  sum.  His  inability  to  sell  thus 
proved  of  great  advantage  to  him. 

He  was  married  August  16,  1865,  to  Eliza- 
beth Ann  Dingle,  whose  father,  John  Dingle, 
a  native  of  Devonshire,  England,  removed  to 
the  United  States  when  she  was  seven  years 
old.  The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGeagh 
consists  of  six  children,  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  namely:  John  D.,  a  jeweller;  Jo- 
seph S.,  an  attorney -at-law;  Albert  S.,  a 
student  in  the  Pittsburg  Central  High  School; 
Frank  H.,  employed  in  his  father's  store; 
Lillie  B.  ;  and  Mabel  P.  Mr.  McGeagh  is  a 
member  of  the  Fourth  Avenue  Baptist  Church 
of  Pittsburg.  For  many  years  he  has  resided 
with  his  family  on  Herron  Hill,  at  the  corner 
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of  Anderson  and  Iowa  Streets.  In  1890  he 
took  his  son,  John  D.,  into  partnership  with 
him  in  the  jewelry  business,  under  the  firm 
name  of  R.  T.  McGeagh  &  Son.  He  has  con- 
tinued in  the  same  line  of  business  all  his 
lifetime;  but,  since  his  son  has  been  in  part- 
nership with  him,  he  has  devoted  much  of  his 
time  to  his  other  interests.  His  success  in 
life  has  come  from  his  own  efforts,  without 
assistance  financially  from  any  one. 


7TAASSIUS  L.  STEVENS,  a  prominent 
I  ]y  and  prosperous  business  man  of  Pitts- 
V»,i2__^  burg,  is  a  typical  representative  of 
the  self-made  citizens  of  the  county.  Affable 
and  courteous  in  manner,  upright  and  honor- 
able in  all  his  dealings,  he  has  fully  earned 
the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  who 
know  him.  He  was  born  March  26,  1847, 
in  Strykersville,  N.Y.  A  son  of  Ira  Stevens, 
he  is  a  descendant  of  a  well  known  New  Eng- 
land family  that  traces  its  ancestry  to  early 
times  through  a  line  of  noteworthy  person- 
ages. His  grandfather,  Philo  Stevens,  mar- 
ried Miss  Gerusha  Allen,  a  grand-niece  of 
Ethan  Allen  of  Revolutionary  fame.  In  18 10 
these  grandparents  and  their  children  went  to 
the  western  part  of  New  York  State,  and  were 
among  the  first  to  settle  at  Strykersville, 
twenty-five  miles  from  Buffalo.  The  district 
was  then  a  vast  woody  wilderness.  The  chil- 
dren of  Philo  Stevens  were:  Isaac,  Ira,  Haus- 
mer,  Gary,  Sabra,  Mary,  Laura,  and  Lydia. 
By  marriage  Sabra  became  Mrs.  Fellows; 
Mary,  Mrs.  Eddy;  Laura,  Mrs.  Marks;  and 
Lydia,  Mrs.   House. 

Ira  Stevens,  when  not  otherwise  engaged  on 
the  farm,  worked  at  brick-making.  He  was 
married  October  21,  1832,  to  Miss  Percy 
Talmadge  Hotchkiss,  a  grand-daughter  of  Jo- 
siah  and  Sarah  Hotchkiss.     Josiah  Hotchkiss, 


born  in  1742,  died  July  4,  18 12;  and  Sarah, 
who  was  born  in  1741,  died  August  i,  1813. 
They  had  seven  children,  as  follows:  Abigail 
H.  Moss,  born  in  1765,  who  died  December 
19,  1847;  Josephus,  born  in  1767,  who  died 
March  23,  1821  ;  Eunice  H.  Clark,  born  in 
1770,  who  died  September  21,  1813;  Salma 
H.,  born  May  17,  1772,  who  died  February 
27,  1838;  Sarah  H.  Merriman,  born  in  1775, 
who  died  March  18,  1840;  Louis,  born  in 
1777,  who  died  July  11,  17S4;  and  Sibyl  H. 
Doolittle,  born  in  1782,  who  died  January  15, 
1856.  Salma  H.,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Percy 
Stevens,  married  Rebecca  Hall,  who  was  born 
December  16,  1776,  and  died  June  7,  1833. 
In  1854  Ira  Stevens  started  with  his  family 
for  Kane  County,  Illinois,  which  place  he  had 
but  reached  when  he  fell  a  victim  to  cholera, 
leaving  his  widow  with  six  children.  The 
latter  were:  Zenas ;  Cassius  L. ;  Albert  Gary; 
Ellen  J.,  afterward  Mrs.  Goodell ;  Emily,  who 
became  Mrs.  Marks;  and  Hattie  L.,  who  be- 
came Mrs.  Larimore.  Archibald  and  Zelotes, 
the  eldest  children  of  Ira,  died  in  infancy. 

Seven  years  old  when  his  father  died,  Cas- 
sius L.  Stevens  returned  to  the  place  of  his 
birth  to  become  an  inmate  of  the  household  of 
his  uncle,  Isaac  Stevens,  making  the  home- 
ward journey  with  a  cousin,  Amos  Stevens. 
He  subsequently  assisted  his  uncle  in  the 
work  of  the  farm  until  the  home  there  was 
partially  broken  up  by  the  death  of  his  aunt. 
Then  he  went  to  Buffalo  in  search  of  work, 
arriving  there  in  the  spring  of  1865.  Some 
one  suggesting  that  Nunda,  lying  in  the  Gen- 
esee valley,  was  a  good  farming  community, 
he  made  his  way  thither,  remaining  there  si.x 
months.  Going  then  to  the  oil  regions  of 
Pennsylvania,  he  secured  work  at  the  United 
States  Hotel  in  Titusville,  and  later  drove  a 
team  for  the  company  that  supplied  the  resi- 
dents   of    Pithole    with    milk.      As    the    milk 
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would  freeze  in  the  barrels  in  cold  weather, 
the  company  suspended  shipments  in  the  win- 
ter, leaving  him  without  employment  for  that 
season.  This  interval  he  utilized  to  meet 
with  his  brother  Zenas,  who  had  become  some- 
what well-to-do  in  the  Western  transportation 
business.  The  event  was  the  occasion  of  a 
joyful  family  reunion  at  their  mother's  home 
in  St.  Charles,  111.  Ne.\t  spring  Mr.  Stevens 
returned  to  Pithole,  where  he  was  again  em- 
ployed in  delivering  milk  and  making  collec- 
tions until  summer.  Then  the  bocm  at 
Tidioute  attracted  him  to  this  newer  field. 
In  the  fall  of  1S66  he  became  a  pupil  in  the 
Edinboro  State  Normal  School  under  the  in- 
struction of  Professor  J.  A.  Cooper.  After 
the  lapse  of  a  few  months  spent  in  this  institu- 
tion, his  savings  were  exhausted;  but,  desir- 
ing to  continue  his  studies,  he  took  remunera- 
tive employment  evenings  and  mornings,  and 
in  the  long  vacation  worked  on  a  farm  in  order 
to  defray  his  expenses.  In  the  fall,  while 
pursuing  his  studies  with  his  class,  he  taught 
school  for  four  months  near  McKean  in  Eric 
County,  an  experience  to  which  he  often  re- 
fers as  one  of  the  bright  spots  in  his  life.  He 
subsequently  taught  for  a  while  in  Pittsfield, 
Warren  County,  going  from  there  in  the  fall 
of  1869  to  Fredonia,  N.Y. ,  where  he  took  a 
training  course  in  the  State  Normal  School. 
In  1S70  Mr.  Stevens  returned  to  the  oil 
regions  of  tiiis  State,  opening  first  a  school  in 
Pithole,  and  then  being  engaged  as  a  teacher 
for  three  terms  at  Shamburg.  In  1871  his  at- 
tention was  drawn  to  the  merits  of  an  adjust- 
able chair,  which  pleased  him  so  much  that 
he  accepted  an  agency  for  its  sale,  and  after- 
ward for  that  purpose  travelled  extensively 
through  various  sections  of  the  United  States. 
Subsequently  he  devised  and  patented  many 
improvements  in  the  chair,  which  thereby  ob- 
tained  a   wide    celebrity    in    trade.      In     1875 


Mr.  Stevens  made  Pittsburg  his  headquarters, 
but  in  1877  removed  to  New  York,  where  he 
remained  a  year.  In  1878  he  returned  to  this 
city,  starting  on  his  own  responsibility  at  103 
Si.xth  Street,  and  in  a  modest,  unassuming 
way,  the  business  that  has  since  grown  to  very 
satisfactory  proportions. 

On  September  5,  1875,  by  the  Rev.  Sam- 
uel Longfellow,  a  brother  of  the  beloved 
American  poet,  Mr.  Stevens  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Ella  M.,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Isabella  Wallace.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stevens  ha^'e  had  two  children,  namely:  Vic- 
tor, born  June  8,  1880,  who  died  June  i, 
1881;  and  Angelo,  who  also  died  in  infancy. 
In  politics  Mr.  Stevens  is  an  uncompromising 
Republican,  and  he  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  General  U.  S.  Grant. 


A?vIES  BUCHANAN  YOHE,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie 
Railroad  Company,  is  of  German  de- 
scent, but  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State. 
He  was  born  near  Bentleysville,  Washington 
County,  Pa.,  on  June  24,  1856,  being  the 
seventh  son  of  David  and  Eliza  (Zook)  Yohe. 
His  great-grandfather,  Michael  Yohe,  came 
to  this  country  from  Bavaria  in  1755,  at  the 
age  of  eight  years.  He  settled  with  his  par- 
ents at  Easton,  Pa.,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood. He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  under  George  Washington,  was  in  the 
battle  of  Germantown,  spent  a  winter  at 
Valley  Forge,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  also  served  under  Washington 
during  the  Whiskey  Insurrection  in  1794,  and 
camped  in  Washington  County  on  the  site 
where  the  Mount  Zion  Lutheran  church  now 
stands.  He  afterward  settled  in  Washington 
County  on  the  farm  at  Ginger  Hill,  where  he 
died    December  4,    1833,    in   the    eighty-sixth 
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year  of  his  age.  His  wife,  Mary  Yohe,  died 
Ajjril  17,  1823;  and  the  remains  of  both  were 
buried  in  the  old  German  graveyard  on  the 
Hull  Williams  farm.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  The 
youngest  daughter,  grandmother  of  James  B. , 
married  Peter  Yohe,  who  was  not  a  kinsman, 
but  came  from  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  The 
descendants  number  three  thousand,  three 
hundred  and  sixty-si.\'. 

Their  son  David,  the  father  of  James  B., 
was  born  at  the  old  homestead,  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  that  vicinity.  He  was  a  black- 
smith, and  Yohe's  smithy  on  the  old  Browns- 
ville road  was  well  known  in  the  days  of 
stage-coaches.  David  Yohe  was  widely  known 
as  a  kind  and  generous-hearted  man;  and  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  forty-six,  caused  universal 
regret.  His  wife,  Eliza  Zook,  was  a  native 
of  Rice's  Landing,  Greene  County,  Pa.  She 
died  January  2  r,  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Yohe  were  members  of  Mount  Zion  Lutheran 
Church.  They  had  a  family  of  seven  sons 
and  two  daughters:  Noah;  Josephine;  Mary; 
David;  Harvey;  Albert;  Jolm;  Joel;  and 
James  B.  Yohe,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

James  B.  Yohe  received  a  common-school 
education,  and  was  afterward  sent  to  the  acad- 
emy at  West  Newton,  Pa.  He  then  decided 
to  learn  telegraphy,  and  became  a  novice  in 
the  Pittsburg  &  Connellsville  Railroad  office 
at  West  Newton,  June  10,  1870,  when  not 
quite  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  soon  became 
an  expert  telegrapher,  and  entered  active  ser- 
vice February  4,  1871,  at  Shaner  station, 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  Since  that  time 
he  has  been  consecutively  telegraph  operator, 
chief  clerk  to  train  master,  and  train  despatcher 
on  Pittsburg  Division,  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad;  chief  train  despatcher  on  Pittsburg 
&  Western  Railroad;  train  master,  Pittsburg, 
McKeesport  &  Youghiogheny  Railroad;  chief 


train  despatcher  and  superintendent  telegraph, 
master  of  transportation  and  superintendent, 
respectively,  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie 
Railroad  and  leased  lines,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Mr.  Yohe  is  Past  Master,  Oakland  Lodge, 
No.  535,  F.  &  A.  M.;  and  is  a  member  of 
Zerubbabel  Chapter,  No.  162,  R.  A.  M.,  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.  ;  and  of  Youghiogheny  Conclave, 
No.  166,  L  O.  H.,  Connellsville,  Pa. 

Mr.  James  B.  Yohe  was  married  to  Miss 
Mamie  Margaret  Sykes  on  December  13,  1877, 
at  West  Newton,  Pa.  They  have  had  four 
sons:  Hugh  Sisson,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Jesse  Bennett;  James  Harold;  and  Curtis 
Miller.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yohe  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Yohe's 
wide  circle  of  friends  will  testify  to  his  noble 
and  generous  disposition,  and  his  readiness  to 
extend  a  helping  hand  and  encourage  those 
who  come  to  him  for  help  and  counsel.  He 
has  the  respect  of  all  his  employees  and  col- 
leagues. 


OHN  B.  BARBOUR,  Jr.,  is  one  of 
the  youngest  brokers  in  control  of  an 
independent  business  in  Pittsburg,  and 
the  baseball  and  football  manager  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Athletic  Club.  He  was  born  in  this 
city,  April  16,  1S62,  son  of  John  B.  and  Isa- 
belle  F.  (McKelvey)  Barbour.  The  father, 
who  was  born  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  September 
26,  1836,  came  with  his  parents  to  Pittsburg 
when  he  was  about  twenty  years  old.  At  first 
he  worked  at  whatever  offered.  Then  he  was 
employed  as  shipping  clerk  for  some  time  by 
Lyman,  Wilmarth  &  Co.,  after  which  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  he  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Allegheny  Valley  Railroad.  In 
the  early  sixties  he  engaged  in  the  oil  refining 
business  in  connection  with  Brewer,  Burke  & 
Co.  ;  and  he  was  afterward  engaged  in  oil  pro- 
ducing until  his  business  was  absorbed  by  the 
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Standard  Oil  Company.  For  several  years 
previous  to  his  death  he  was  superintendent 
of  the  right-of-way  department  of  the  National 
Transit  Company,  and  was  active  in  securing 
the  right  of  way  to  the  seaboard  for  the  com- 
pany's big  trunk  pipe  lines.  Mr.  Barbour 
was  rather  independent  in  politics;  for, 
though  he  favored  the  Democratic  side,  he 
was  an  enthusiastic  Blaine  man.  An  om- 
nivorous reader,  he  was  thoroughly  posted  on 
all  the  leading  issues  of  the  day.  He  was  a 
life  member  of  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  22,  F. 
&  A.  M.,  of  Pittsburg.  His  death  occurred 
in  December,  1894.  His  wife,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  William  McKelvey,  of  Pittsburg, 
died  in  1888.  They  were  members  of  the 
church  now  known  as  the  East  Liberty  Presby- 
terian Church.  Of  nine  children  there  are 
living:  John  Baxter,  William  McKelvy,  Mar- 
garet Ba.xter,  Robert  Wilson,  Frederick  Pren- 
tice, and  Isabelle  Fulton.  Margaret  is  now 
the  wife  of  Ernest  K.  Barr,  of  Philadelphia; 
and  Isabelle  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  P.  Black, 
of  Franklin,  Pa.' 

John  B.  Barbour,  Jr.,  graduated  from  the 
Pittsburg  High  School  in  1880.  Li  the 
spring  of  1881  he  was  engaged  as  book-keeper 
by  Thomas  J.  Watson,  the  leading  oil  broker 
of  the  city  at  that  time.  During  the  great  oil 
speculative  craze  of  1882  he  was  Mr.  Wat- 
son's chief  office  man.  ,  In  1883  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  office  of  another  broker,  James  S. 
McKelvy,  with  whom  he  remained  until  Janu- 
ary I,  1890.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of 
Rea  Brothers  &  Co.,  stock  and  grain  brokers, 
as  their  local  exchange  representative;  and 
when  they  retired,  in  1892,  he  succeeded  to 
their  business.  Mr.  Barbour  does  a  general 
business  in  stocks,  bonds,  and  grain,  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  local  and  investment  se- 
curities. Elected  a  member  of  the  old  Oil 
Exchange  when  he  was  nineteen  years   old,  he 


is  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Pittsburg 
Stock  Exchange.  In  18S3-84  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  York  Petroleum  Exchange, 
representing  James  S.  McKelvy  at  the  time  of 
the  great  Penn  Bank  Syndicate.  He  was  for 
two  terms  the  treasurer  of  the  Pittsburg  Pe- 
troleum, Stock,  and  Metal  Exchange;  and  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Organiza- 
tion and  Rules,  and  the  first  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  present  Stock  Exchange. 

On  December  22,  1887,  Mr.  Barbour  was 
married  to  Laura  B.,  daughter  of  James  E. 
Rogers.  Two  children  have  blessed  the 
union  —  Isabella  McKelvy  and  Marshall  Rog- 
ers. Both  he  and  Mrs.  Barbour  are  members 
of  the  East  Liberty  Presbyterian  Church. 
Until  the  Blaine  campaign  in  1884,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour was  a  Democrat.  Then,  thinking  that 
he  was  in  the  wrong  boat,  he  changed  his 
sentiments,  and  has  since  been  an  active  Re- 
publican. He  has  been  elected  delegate  to  a 
number  of  conventions,  and  is  now  a  member 
of  the  Allegheny  County  Executive  Commit- 
tee. He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Dallas  Lodge,  . 
No.  508,  and  belongs  to  Shiloh  Chapter,  No. 
257,  Tancred  Commandery,  No.  48,  K.  T. ; 
and  to  East  End  Council,  No.  276.  In  the 
Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs  he  is  Past  Ar- 
chon  of  Fort  Pitt  Conclave  and  Deputy  Su- 
preme Archon.  He  has  been  an  officer  of  the 
Americus  Club  since  1887.  From  January. 
1889,  to  January,  1895,  he  was  a  trustee  of 
the  club.  Then  he  was  elected  vice-presi- 
dent, and  he  was  re-elected  in  1896  and  1897. 
A  charter  member  of  the  Pittsburg  Athletic 
Club,  which  was  organized  in  1883,  he  was 
three  times  elected  president  and  manager  of 
the  ball  teams.  The  following,  taken  from 
the  Pittsburg  Times,  aptly  closes  this  biog- 
raphy :  — 

"The  popular  manager  of  baseball  and  foot- 
ball for  the  P.  A.  C,  John   B.    Barbour,  Jr., 
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has  announced  his  intention  to  withdraw  from 
athletics  at  the  termination  of  the  present  sea- 
son. This  will  be  unwelcome  news  to  the 
club  he  has  served  so  faithfully  since  its  or- 
ganization, and  a  positive  regret  to  the  rival 
organizations  with  which  its  baseball  and  foot- 
ball teams  have  come  in  contact.  Barbour  has 
always  kept  the  P.  A.  C.  in  the  lead  in  these 
sports;  and,  though  the  club  has  many  men  of 
excellent  executive  ability,  there  are  few  com- 
petent to  take  his  place  in  the  field  of  sports 
named.  It  was  his  energy  and  pluck  which 
first  brought  football  into  notice  and  patron- 
age in  Pittsburg.  Under  his  management  the 
P.  A.  C.  baseball  team  has  always  been  a 
prime  attraction,  not  only  at  home,  but  in  dis- 
tant places.  There  are  few  men  outside  of 
the  National  League  who  can  make  a  baseball 
club  yield  the  financial  returns  which  Barbour 
can;  and,  while  other  organizations  have  con- 
fessed serious  loss  in  their  football  enter- 
prises, Barbour  has  closed  his  seasons  on  the 
gridiron  with  a  generous  profit  to  his  club. 
Mr.  Barbour  gives  as  a  reason  for  his  retire- 
ment the  great  demands  made  on  his  time  by 
his  private  business." 


C^IYOHN  DAUB,  now  retired  from  busi- 
ness, was  a  successful  grocer  of  Pitts- 
burg. Born  August  22,  1826,  in 
Obergleen,  then  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  he  is  a 
son  of  John  Daub,  a  native  shoemaker  of 
Obergleen.  When  he  was  twelve  years  of 
age,  he  was  withdrawn  from  school  in  Ober- 
gleen, and  sent  to  Frankfort  on  the  Main,  to 
study  in  the  schools  there.  LTpon  finishing, 
he  entered  a  grocery  store  to  learn  the  busi- 
ness, and  remained  there  until  the  year  1848. 
Here  he  met  Miss  Emilie  Rudolph,  who  was 
sent  by  her  parents  at  the  age  of  fifteen  to 
receive  a  business  training  at    Frankfort,    in 


accordance  with  the  German  custom  of  prepar- 
ing girls  as  well  as  boys  for  their  life  work. 
On  March  18,  1848,  the  young  coworkers  were 
married.  Mrs.  Daub  is  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Christina  (Stolzenbach)  Rudolph,  of 
Homberg,  Germany.  Her  father  manufact- 
ured and  dealt  in  broadcloth. 

Immediately    after    their   wedding  Mr.    and 
Mrs.     Daub    started    upon    an    extensive    trip 
through    Germany    and    England.      From    the 
latter  country  they   subsequently   set    sail    for 
America,    reaching    New    York    Harbor    after 
thirty-five  days.     P^rom  New  York  they  pressed 
on  to  Pittsburg,  travelling  over  the  mountains, 
and     much     impressed     by    the    wildness    and 
beauty  of   the   scenery.      After  a  long  journey 
filled   with    adventure,    they    arrived    at    their 
destination  in  time  to  witness   the  celebration 
of  the  glorious  Fourth.      They  at  once  started 
a  small  business,  while  Mr.  Daub  set   himself 
to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  English  in  the  even- 
ing  schools.      Ably   seconded   by  Mrs.    Daub, 
he  managed   his   business  so  well   that   in   the 
second   year  they   were  obliged   to   move  into 
larger    quarters    and  to   engage    hel]5.      When 
the  Civil   War   broke  out,   in   1861,  Mr.   Daub 
is   said   to  have   had  the  largest   grocery  trade 
in   the    city  of  Pittsburg.      At  that    time    he 
supplied     the     Subsistence    Committee,     the 
Sanitary  Committee,  and   the   Soldiers'  Home 
and     hospitals    about     the    city.       He    subse- 
quently acquired   considerable  real   estate,  on 
which     he     has     frequently    realized    largely 
owing   to   the  rapid   growth   of   the    city.      In 
1882  Mr.  Daub  sold  his  business  to   his   sons, 
and  retired.     Other  interests,  however,  furnish 
him   with   abundant   occupation  for   his   time. 
He  has  been  a  director  of  the  Third    National 
Bank  for  many  years,  and  is  an  original  stock- 
holder of  that  institution.      He   is   also   inter- 
ested   in     other     banks    of     the    city.      He   is 
largely  interested  in  the   Pittsburg  Gas  Com- 


JOHN     DAUB. 


<)•»«• 


MRS.    EMILIE     DAUB. 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


321 


pany,  of  which  he  has  been  a  director  for 
twenty-five  years  past,  and  in  the  Pittsburg 
and  the  AlJemania  Insurance  Companies. 
Upon  giving  up  his  grocery  business,  Mr. 
Daub  paid  a  visit  to  Europe,  and  spent  a  happy 
summer  among  the  scenes  and  friends  of  his 
youth.  He  credits  his  success  in  life  very 
largely  to  the  help  of  his  wife,  who  has  al- 
ways shared  his  labors. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daub  were: 
Johanna  T. ,  who  married  Eugene  Schmidt,  a 
musician  of  Pittsburg;  Frederick  Charles,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one;  John  Daub,  Jr., 
who  married  and  left  four  children  at  his 
death;  Emilia,  who  died  in  infancy;  Emil 
Daniel  and  Theodore  George,  who  have  suc- 
ceeded their  father  in  business;  and  Sophia, 
the  wife  of  J.  T.  Capel.  There  are  now  ten 
grandchildren. 


DAM  ORR,  M.D.,  a  skilful  and  ex- 
perienced physician  of  Allegheny, 
having  his  office  at  83  Fremont 
Street,  comes  of  honored  and  distinguished 
ancestors.  Born  July  31,  1840,  in  Clonmel, 
County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  he  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Eliza  Agnes  (McKittrick)  Orr. 
Both  parents  were  natives  of  County  Down, 
Ireland.  They  died,  after  spending  their  en- 
tire lives  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  the  father  in 
1883,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  and  the 
mother  in  the  following  year.  James  Orr,  a 
man  of  broad  culture  and  well  known  in  liter- 
ary circles,  was  for  many  years  a  noted 
preacher  of  the  Unitarian  church.  Very  lib- 
eral and  benevolent,  he  took  an  active  part  in 
all  charitable  enterprises.  During  the  famine 
of  1847  he  did  much  to  alleviate  the  suffer- 
ings of  its  victims.  His  children  are:  James, 
now  a  resident  of  Clonmel,  Ireland ;  Adam, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Jane,  of  whom 
there   is   no   special    record;   Robert,  a   clergy- 


man in  Ireland;  David,  now  in  Melbourne, 
Australia;  Maggie  and  Lizzie,  twins,  residing 
at  the  ancestral  home  in  Ireland. 

Adam  Orr  grew  to  maturity  in  his  native 
land.  His  elementary  education  was  received 
in  a  private  school  and  in  the  Clonmel  Model 
School.  He  afterward  pursued  the  study  of 
medicine  in  the  Queen's  University  at  Cork, 
entering  in  1858,  and  graduating  in  1S62. 
Desiring  to  qualify  himself  still  further  for 
the  medical  profession,  he  took  a  full  course  in 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  from  which  he  received  his  diploma 
in  1864.  Then  be  entered  upon  his  profes- 
sional career  in  his  native  town.  In  1866  he 
was  appointed  locum  icncns  in  the  Saintfield  dis- 
pensary district,  and  surgeon  and  medical  ex- 
aminer of  employees  in  the  Killyleagh  factories 
and  in  the  Killyleagh  constabulary  district. 
In  1S91  he  came  to  America,  and  located  in 
Allegheny.  Here  he  is  rapidly  advancing  to 
a  place  of  prominence  in  his  profession. 

In  December,  1870,  Dr.  Orr  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Jennings,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Jane  (Gordon)  Jennings.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  five  children  — 
Henry,  Mary  Beatrice,  Jane  Adeline,  \Vil]iam 
E.  C,  and  Lillie.  Both  the  Doctor  and  Mrs. 
Orr  are  members  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
church. 

tICHARD  L.  SMITH,  a  civil  and 
mining  engineer  of  Pittsburg,  with  an 
__^  office  in  the  Carnegie  Building, 
Rooms  806  and  807,  is  a  worthy  representative 
of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Allegheny 
County.  He  comes  of  the  Scotch-Irish  race, 
the  descendants  of  which  largely  predominate 
in  many  parts  of  the  State.  PI  is  paternal 
grandfather,  William  Smith,  after  spending 
his  entire  life  in  Baldwin  township,  this 
county,     being    one    of     its     most     respected 
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farmers,  died  in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  Of 
William's  children  George  C.  and  three 
others  are  living. 

George  C.  Smith  is  a  well-to-do  agricultu- 
rist at  Castle  Shannon,  Baldwin  township. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Nancy  A. 
McRoberts,  has  borne  him  six  children  — 
Richard  L.,  Eleanor,  Sarah  H.,  Ida,  J.  Frank- 
lin, and  William.  The  parents  are  held  in 
sincere  regard  throughout  the  community  in 
which  they  reside.  Both  are  consistent  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Richard  L.  Smith  was  reared  to  man's  es- 
tate on  the  home  farm,  obtaining  his  first 
knowledge  of  books  at  the  district  school.  He 
subsequently  entered  the  Western  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  iSSS.  Hav- 
ing taken  a  thorough  course  in  civil  engineer- 
ing with  a  view  to  making  that  his  principal 
occupation,  he  at  once  located  in  Pittsburg, 
where  he  has  since  built  up  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive business.  He  is  finely  settled  in  the 
Carnegie  Building  on  Fifth  Avenue,  his  quar- 
ters being  most  comfortable  and  cheerful, 
while  he  resides  in  Castle  Shannon.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  September  24, 
1891,  to  Miss  Nellie  L.,  daughter  of  William 
H.  and  Annie  L.  (Caughey)  Brunt.  They 
have  one  child,  Annie  L.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


jOLONEL  WILLIAM  C.  CON- 
NELLY, the  manager  for  the  Asso- 
ciated  Press  in  Pittsburg,  was  born 
July  4,  1856,  in  Turtle  Creek,  this  county, 
son  of  William  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Brown) 
Connelly.  The  father  was  a  native  of  West 
Virginia;  and  the  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
Allen  Brown,  an  old  and  honored  resident  of 
Pittsburg.      Leaving  school  when  eleven  years 


old,  William  C.  Connelly,  Jr.,  began  life  as 
messenger  in  a  telegraph  ofifice.  Being  natu- 
rally bright  and  quick  to  learn,  he  soon  ob- 
tained a  knowledge  of  telegraphy,  and  became 
an  operator  at  a  very  early  age.  He  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Western  Union  Company 
from  1868  to  1879,  during  which  time  he  not 
only  acquired  a  reputation  for  reliability  and 
vigilance  in  his  mechanical  duties,  but  gained 
considerable  notoriety  as  a  news  gatherer. 
The  latter  led  to  his  engagement  as  the  regu- 
lar correspondent  of  the  New  York  Sun,  Bos- 
ton Herald,  Philadelphia  Times,  Chicago 
Times,  and  the  St.  Louis  Globe- Demoerat. 
The  ability  he  displayed  in  supplying  these 
journals  with  desirable  news  extended  his  repu- 
tation beyond  his  own  locality.  In  1879  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Associated  Press,  at 
once  taking  an  advanced  position.  His  subse- 
quent exertions  in  behalf  of  the  association 
were  in  a  great  measure  the  means  of  devel- 
oping its  usefulness  in  this  city.  Pittsburg  is 
now  one  of  the  important  distributing  points 
for  press  news.  Colonel  Connelly  now  con- 
trols a  force  of  sixteen  men,  including  opera- 
tors, reporters,  and  messengers.  He  has 
filled  his  present  position  of  manager  for  sev- 
eral years,  during  which  he  has  done  clever 
work  and  given  general  satisfaction.  He  was 
the  first  newspaper  man  to  reach  the  scene  of 
the  Johnstown  flood  in  1889.  On  the  morn- 
ing after,  the  Chicago  Tribune  had  the  entire 
space  of  its  first  page  occupied  by  his  vivid 
pen  picture  of  the  terrible  disaster.  For  sev- 
eral weeks  he  remained  upon  the  ground,  send- 
ing out  day  by  day  a  faithful  account  of  events 
and  developments  in  the  stricken  district.  So 
anxious  was  he  to  secure  and  report  every  item 
of  news  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  that  he 
permitted  himself  but  nine  hours'  sleep  during 
the  first  seven  days  of  that  period.  The  work 
he  did  then  gained  for  him  many  complimentary 
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notices  from  the  leading  newspapers  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Associated  Press  jDassed  resolutions  com- 
mendatory of  his  abilit}'  and  zeal.  Of  no  less 
importance  were  his  accurate  reports  of  the 
great  labor  riots  at  Homestead  on  July  6, 
1S92,  and  of  the  events  following  thereon. 
His  reports  of  general  happenings  have  been 
characterized  by  reliability  and  completeness. 
Among  his  associates  he  is  known  as  a  cool, 
self-possessed,  and  indefatigable  worker,  who 
never  loses  courage  and  never  sleeps  on  his 
post. 

On  January  12,  1882,  Colonel  Connelly  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Amalia  S.  Lange, 
daughter  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Lange.  He  has  four 
children;  namely,  Christian,  Willa,  Harry, 
and  George.  In  politics  Colonel  Connelly  is 
a  Democrat.  He  was  a  prominent  candidate 
for  the  Postmastership  of  Pittsburg  in  1893, 
and  in  the  campaign  of  1896  he  placed  him- 
self on  record  as  favoring  sound  money.  In 
1 891  he  was  appointed  aide-de-camp  on  Gov- 
ernor Pattison's  staff  with  the  rank  of  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel.  A  thirty-second  degree  Mason, 
he  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  a  member  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
Press  Club  of  Pittsburg  from  1880,  the  year  of 
its  organization,  to  1893,  when  he  declined  to 
serve  longer;  and  he  was  chosen  its  president 
in  1889. 

/^TeORGE  B.  GORDON,  a  young  law- 
V'^ll  y^^  °^  Pittsburg,  and  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Dalzell,  Scott  &  Gordon, 
was  born  in  Edgewoodborough,  this  county, 
August  I,  i860,  son  of  Alexander  and  Cather- 
ine (Edwards)  Gordon.  His  great-grand- 
father, Alexander,  who  was  a  native  of  Aber- 
deen, Scotland,  after  living  in  Ireland  for  a 
time  emigrated  in  1760  to  Baltimore,  Md. 
Alexander  died    in    1794,    and    was   buried   in 


Carlisle,  Pa.  His  son,  John  Gordon,  who  was 
born  in  Baltimore  and  became  a  merchant  in 
that  city,  married  Maria  Gaertner.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Gaertner,  of  York,  Pa.,  who 
was  of  German  origin,  as  indicated  by  the  fam- 
ily name,  which  subsequently  became  Gardner. 
After  her  husband's  death  she  moved  with  the 
family  to  York.  She  died  in  Pittsburg  in 
1847,  aged  sixty-one  years,  and  was  buried  in 
Allegheny  cemetery. 

Alexander  Gordon  was  born  in  Baltimore, 
January  30,  181 3.  When  five  years  old  he 
accompanied  his  mother  to  York.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  moved  to  Pittsburg,  and 
opened  a  store  on  Water  Street.  He  contin- 
ued in  business  until  1879,  when  he  retired; 
and  he  died  October  31,  1894,  aged  nearly 
eighty-two  years.  His  wife,  Catherine,  was 
born  in  Binghamton,  N.Y.,  June  8,  1823, 
daughter  of  Matthias  Ogden  Edwards,  who 
was  a  great-grandson  of  President  Jonathan 
Edwards.  Her  parents  moved  from  New  York 
State  to  Ohio  when  she  was  sixteen  years  old. 
She  bore  her  husband  five  children,  namely: 
the  Rev.  John  Gordon,  a  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter, and  a  professor  at  the  Omaha  (Neb.)  The- 
ological Seminary;  Orra  Edwards  Gordon, 
who  is  residing  in  Edgewood ;  Alexander,  who 
is  in  the  lumber  business  in  -Homestead,  Pa.  ; 
George  B.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
William  G.,  a  lumber  dealer  of  Pittsburg. 
Mrs.  Alexander  Gordon  is  still  living. 

After  beginning  his  education  at  a  private 
school  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  George  B. 
Gordon  was  fitted  for  college  at  the  prepara- 
tory school  of  the  Western  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  entered  upon  his  Lhiiver- 
sity  course,  but  relinquished  it  at  the  end  of 
his  Freshman  year.  Subsequently,  he  was 
with  the  Duquesne  Coal  Company  for  two 
years  and  with  the  Pennsylvania  Company  in 
the  capacity  of  clerk  for  another  brief  period. 
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Then  he  read  law  with  Hampton  &  Dalzell, 
and  pursued  a  course  at  the  Columbia  Law 
School  in  New  York  City.  iM'om  the  latter 
institution  he  graduated  in  1883,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Allegheny  County  bar,  Novem- 
ber 18  of  the  same  year.  He  was  with  Hamp- 
ton &  Dalzell  until  1887,  when  he  associated 
himself  with  his  present  partners. 

On  June  4,  1889,  Mr.  Gordon  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Edwards  Buorum,  daugh- 
ter of  William  B.  Boorum,  a  resident  of 
Brooklyn  and  a  manufacturer  of  New  York 
City.  Airs.  Gordon  is  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren—  William  Boorum  and  Katherine  Ed- 
wards. In  politics  Mr.  Gordon  is  a  Republi- 
can. 


'OHN  H.  Mcelroy,  one  of  Pitts- 
burg's representative  men,  was  born 
here,  January  12,  1S2S,  son  of  Samuel 
and  Ann  (Beamish)  McElroy.  Samuel  Mc- 
Elroy,  a  native  of  Ireland  and  a  son  of  James 
McElroy,  also  of  Ireland,  came  to  Tittsburg  in 
1821.  After  working  at  the  trade  of  wrought- 
iron  nail-maker  for  a  time,  he  learned  the  cut 
business  at  the  Kensington  Mills,  and  subse- 
quently built  and  operated  the  first  spike  ma- 
chine for  Shoenberger.  A  zealous  abolition- 
ist, he  helped  i.n  maintaining  the  "under- 
ground railroad."  His  death  occurred  in 
1870,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  old  I-'ifth  Street  Church 
of  Methodist  Protestants,  whose  building  was 
afterward  torn  down  by  the  Kauffmans.  His 
wife  was  a  daughter  of  Alan  Beamisii,  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland. 

John  H.  McElroy  left  school  at  the  age  of 
ten,  and  was  put  to  work  in  a  tobacco  factory. 
From  there  he  went  to  a  rolling-mill,  and 
afterward  served  as  a  machinist  with  the  Penn 
Machine  Company,  helping  to  build  the  first 
carding  machines  that  were  put   into  the   Penn 


Works.  After  spending  several  years  in 
different  cities  in  the  East,  he  returned  to 
Pittsburg,  and  took  the  position  of  foreman 
with  the  Fort  Pitt  Foundry  Company,  remain- 
ing in  their  employment  until  after  the  war. 
In  the  meantime,  by  constant  attendance  at 
the  evening  schools  of  Pittsburg,  he  made  up 
for  the  limited  schooling  which  had  been  his 
in  early  youth.  He  left  the  I'ort  Pitt 
P'oundry  Company  to  enter  the  service  of  Mc- 
intosh, Hemphill  &  Co.  in  the  capacity  of 
foreman.  This  position  he  resigned  in  1879 
to  take  charge  of  the  first  paid  fire  department 
of  Pittsburg.  After  putting  the  department 
into  working  order,  he  resigned  to  take  the 
position  of  engineer  for  the  Pittsburg  Gas 
Company,  with  which  firm  he  has  since  been 
associated. 

In  1856  Mr.  McElroy  married  Miss  Jane 
Macklin,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Martha 
Macklin.  She  was  a  member  of  the  St.  James 
Episcopal  Church.  She  died  in  1866,  the 
mother  of  four  sons.  These  are:  William  M., 
a  lawyer  in  Pittsburg;  Samuel  M.,  the  cashier 
of  the  Citizens'  National  Bank;  Orlando  M., 
the  assistant  cashier  of  the  Pittsburg  Gas 
Company  at  the  East  End;  Harmon  N.,  who 
resides  in  the  city  of  Me.xico.  A  second  mar- 
riage united  Mr.  McElroy  to  Mary  Jane  Dick- 
son, the  widow  of  Stewart  Dickson  and  a 
daughter  of  John  Wilkinson.  Plight  children 
were  born  of  this  union;  namely,  Harry  W., 
Alice,  Annie,  I^lizabeth,  John  H.,  Jr.,  Ethel, 
Edith,  and  Lois.  Harry  \V. ,  Alice,  and 
Annie  are  now  deceased.  The  mother  died  in 
1SS3.  At  first  a  Whig,  Mr.  McEllroy  is  now 
a  Republican.  Pie  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow. 
A  resident  of  Pittsburg  for  almost  seventy 
years,  Mr.  McElroy  has  occupied  his  present 
home  at  5614  Walnut  Street,  in  the  East  End, 
for  the   last   twenty  years.      P'ew  men   can    tell 


JOHN   H.  Mcelroy. 
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more  about  the  growth   of  the  city  from   their 
personal  knowledge. 


AMUEL  S.  STEWART,  M.D., 
one  of  the  best  known  medical  prac- 
titioners of  Allegheny,  is  a  member 
of  the  well-known  Stewart  family  of  West- 
moreland County.  He  was  born  at  Stewart's 
Station,  which  received  its  name  from  his 
father,  John  Stewart.  The  family  is  of 
Scotch  descent.  Its  ancestors  in  this  country 
were  pioneers  of  \Vestmoreland  County,  and 
helped  to  fight  the  Indians  in  the  early  days. 
Dr.  Stewart's  grandfather,  John  Stewart, 
fought  in  the  War  of  1812.  John  was  fond  of 
military  work,  and  was  for  many  years  Captain 
of  a  home  company.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years,  leaving  two  sons  —  John  and 
Alexander.  John  Stewart,  Jr.,  resided  all  his 
lifetime  in  Westmoreland  County,  chiefly  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
active  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church,  and  Mr.  Stewart  was  for  many  years 
an  Elder  in  that  body.  Six  of  his  seven  chil- 
dren are  now  living;  namely,  John  S.,  David, 
Samuel  S.,  W'illiam,  Robert,  and  Jane. 

Samuel  S.  Stewart  spent  his  boyhood  and 
young  manhood  on  his  father's  farm,  obtaining 
his  early  education  by  attending  the  common 
schools  and  a  number  of  academies.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  he  entered  college  at  Antrim, 
Ohio.  Later  he  read  medicine  with  Dr. 
Schreiner  of  Plum  township,  Allegheny 
County,  after  which  he  completed  the  course 
of  Jefferson  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia, 
graduating  from  that  institution  in  the  spring 
of  1861.  After  graduation  he  began  practice 
in  the  village  of  Turtle  Creek.  Shortly  after 
he  entered  the  army  as  assistant  surgeon  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.      When    the    time    for   which    the 


volunteers  had  enlisted  expired,  Dr.  Stewart 
was  commissioned  surgeon  of  the  Fifty-sixth 
Regiment,  which  was  subsequently  in  the 
field  for  about  four  months.  Then  he  went  to 
Philadelphia  and  engaged  in  practice  with  his 
brother  William,  who  is  still  there.  After- 
ward he  returned  to  Stewart's  Station,  and  re- 
mained there  for  ten  or  twelve  years.  In  1883 
he  removed  to  Allegheny,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of 
medicine. 

Dr.  Stewart's  wife  before  her  marriage  was 
Miss  Jane  Shaw,  daughter  of  John  and  Martha 
(Grier)  Shaw.  She  has  had  five  children  — 
John,  William,  David,  Eula,  and  Samuel. 
John  Stewart,  the  eldest  son,  a  young  man  of 
much  ability  and  fine  prospects,  was  a  physi- 
cian in  Philadelphia,  especially  skilful  .in 
ophthalmology,  and  the  author  of  two  medical 
works  which  are  still  used  in  a  number  of  col- 
leges. He  was  master  of  six  languages.  He 
travelled  through  South  America  and  along 
the  Pacific  Coast.  His  premature  death  at 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  years  was  a  great  grief 
to  the  family.  William  Stewart,  the  second 
son,  is  married,  and  lives  in  Pittsburg,  where 
he  carries  on  a  large  real  estate  business. 
David,  who  is  book-keeper  in  the  Union  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Pittsburg,  married  Miss  Betty 
Cunningham,  and  has  one  son,  John  C.  Miss 
Eula  Stewart  lives  with  her  parents  in  Alle- 
gheny, and  Samuel  B.  is  a  contracting  agent 
in  the  office  of  the  Philadelphia  Gas  Company. 

Dr.  Stewart  and  his  wife  are  United  Presby- 
terians; and,  like  his  father,  the  Doctor  is  an 
Elder  in  the  church.  His  six  brothers  have 
served  the  society  in  the  same  office.  Politi- 
cally, the  Doctor  is  a  Republican.  His  life, 
which  has  been  a  most  exemjjlary  one,  has 
borne  witness  to  the  sincerity  of  his  religious 
beliefs.  Always  ready  to  speed  any  move- 
ment for  the  good  of  others,  he  commands  not 
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unly  the  affection  of  personal  friends,  but  the 
esteem  and  good  will  of  a  large  circle  of  busi- 
ness and  social  acquaintances. 


]CkjGENE  LE  MOYNE  CONNELLY, 
Jpl  of  Pittsburg,  who  was  born  here,  August 
18,  1S70,  is  the  sixth  and  youngest 
son  of  William  Cavin  Connelly,  Sr. ,  and  Eliz- 
abeth Sterrett  (Brown)  Connelly.  His  mother 
is  a  daughter  of  Allen  Brown,  one  of  Pitts- 
burg's pioneer  hotel-keepers.  The  father, 
who  was  a  West  Virginian  by  birth,  after  his 
marriage  located  in  Pittsburg,  and  became  a 
]3artner  in  the  ownership  of  the  old  St.  Clair 
Hotel,  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Hotel  Anderson.  Later  he  had  control  of  the 
United  States,  Central,  St.  Charles,  and  Ex- 
change Hotels.  Also,  he  conducted  a  hostelry 
at  Turtle  Creek,  which  was  at  that  early  day  a 
sort  of  summer  resort  for  the  wealth  and 
fashion  of  the  city.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Writers'  Club  and  of  the  Junior  O.  U.  A.  M., 
and  he  is  a  communicant  of  Oakland  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Eugene  Le  Moyne  Connelly  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  under  the  tutelage  of 
his  mother,  a  woman  of  scholarly  attainments. 
At  an  early  age,  with  a  natural  tendency  to  lit- 
erary pursuits,  he  obtained  a  minor  position  on 
the  staff  of  the  Pittsburg  Chronicle,  and  there- 
after for  several  years  he  spent  the  afternoon 
of  each  school  day  at  a  desk  in  the  newspaper 
office.  After  leaving  school  he  obtained  a 
permanent  position  in  the  service  of  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  He  was 
first  assigned  to  work  at  the  old  Oil  Exchange, 
situated  where  the  market-house  now  stands. 
Later  be  was  transferred  to  the  Pittsburg 
Petroleum,  Stock,  and  Metal  Exchange,  where 
he  kept  the  books  and  handled  the  accounts  of 
several    large   brokerasre   firms,    in   addition    to 


his  work  as  book-keeper  for  the  telegraph  com- 
pany. Although  he  mastered  the  business  of 
a  telegraph  operator  in  this  employment,  he 
has  not  at  any  time  followed  it  as  a  vocation. 
During  the  few  years  that  he  was  employed  in 
the  oil  and  stock  mart,  he  continued  to 
scribble  a  little,  doing  special  assignme.nts  for 
the  Sp07-fsinan  and  Dramatic  Critic;  also  for 
the  Spoitsiuan  and  Referee,  in  which  two  of 
his  brothers  were  interested. 

In  his  seventeenth  year  Mr.  Connelly  be- 
came a  reporter  on  the  staff  of  the  Pittsburg 
Leader.  With  this  paper  he  has  since  been 
connected,  serving  it  in  the  capacities  of  re- 
ligious reporter,  police  court  reporter,  sport- 
ing editor,  special  writer,  editorial  para- 
grapher,  and  city  editor.  He  is  now  editor  of 
the  Sunday  Leader.  Perhaps  his  best  work 
was  performed  at  Johnstown,  immediately  after 
the  great  flood  of  May  31,  1889.  Mr.  Con- 
nelly was  one  of  the  first  newspaper  men  to 
enter  the  Conemaugh  valley  after  the  warring 
waters  had  wrought  desolation  and  death 
throughout  the  whole  stretch  of  territory  lying 
between  South  Fork  and  Latrobe  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad.  Besides  sending  re- 
ports of  the  great  catastrophe  to  the  Leader,  he 
despatched  a  graphic  description  of  the  course 
of  the  flood  to  the  New  York  Journal,  on  the 
staff  of  which  he  was  then  serving.  He  col- 
laborated with  Frank  Connelly  and  George  C. 
Jenks  in  the  compilation  of  the  "Official  His- 
tory of  the  Johnstown  I'lood."  He  was  also 
one  of  the  first  men  on  the  field  in  the  summer 
of  1892,  when  Oil  City  and  Titusville  were 
swept  by  flood  and  fire;  and  in  the  same  year 
he  helped  to  report  the  Homestead  riots  for 
the  New  York  World  ax\<i  his  own  paper.  He 
has  also  done  special  work  for  the  New  York 
Tribune,  Boston  Lierald,  Boston  Globe,  Cincin- 
nati Enquirer,  aiM  Chicago  Times,  and  has 
written  short  stories  for   some   of   the   periodi- 
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cals.  At  one  period  a  predilection  for  theatri- 
cal work  led  him  to  accept  positions  as  press 
representative  from  Jefferson,  Klaw  &  Er- 
langer,  Rich  &  Harris,  and  the  late  Colonel 
Joel,  the  impresario;  but  he  soon  tired  of  this 
sort  of  employment,  and  got  back  to  active 
newspaper  work. 

On  February  28,  1893,  Mr.  Connelly  mar- 
ried Minnie  Allyn  Leonard,  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  George  W.  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (More- 
land)  Leonard.  Their  only  child,  Elizabeth 
Leonard,  was  born  March  4,  1894.  The  fam- 
ily residence  is  332  Ward  Street,  Oakland. 


kOLONEL     LEVI     BIRD     DUFF,     a 
11         prominent  member    of   the   Allegheny 

»i^ ^  County    bar    and    a    veteran    of    the 

Civil  War,  was  born  near  Saulsburg,  Hunting- 
don County,  Pa.,  September  13,  1837,  son  of 
Samuel  and  Catherine  Eckeberger  Duff.  On 
the  paternal  side  he  is  of  Scotch  descent. 
His  great-grandfather,  Cornelius  Duff,  emi- 
grated to  this  country  in  1760,  and  settled  in 
Eastern  Pennsylvania.  John,  the  oldest  son 
of  Cornelius,  and  grandfather  of  Colonel  Duff, 
was  born  in  Morgantown,.  Berks  County,  Pa. 
He  was  by  trade  a  stone-mason,  and  became 
an  extensive  contractor  and  builder  in  Phila- 
delphia and  the  vicinity. 

Samuel  Duff,  second  son  of  John  Duff,  and 
father  of  Colonel  Duff,  was  born  at  Perkiomen 
Bridge,  in  Montgomery  County,  Pa.;  October 
24,  1806.  When  Samuel  was  about  five  years 
old,  his  father  moved  to  a  farm  in  Stone  val- 
ley, Huntingdon  County,  near  Saulsburg. 
Here  he  grew  to  manhood  and  adopted  his 
father's  trade  of  stone-mason,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  several  years.  He  then  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  having  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  his  cousin,  John  Cowden,  under  the 
name  of  Duff  &    Cowden,    for  the   purpose  of 


carrying  on  a  general  store  in  Saulsburg.  He 
continued  in  business  there  for  several  years. 
In  1 841  he  moved  to  Clarion,  Pa.,  then  a  new 
town,  located  in  the  pine  forests.  He  there 
carried  on  mercantile  and  contracting  business. 

In  the  year  1845,  in  partnership  with  James 
B.  Lawson  and  Hunter  Orr,  under  the  name  of 
Lawson,  Duff  &  Orr,  he  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  pig  iron.  The  firm  built  Pike 
Furnace,  located  in  Clarion  County  on  Fid- 
ler's  Run,  a  half-mile  north  of  Red  Bank 
Creek.  This  was  one  of  the  first  furnaces 
put  in  operation  in  that  region,  and  turned 
out  a  fine  quality  of  charcoal  pig  iron. 
Shortly  after  the  furnace  was  completed, 
Lawson  withdrew  from  the  firm,  and  the  busi- 
ness was  carried  on  by  Duff  &  Orr  until  the 
year  1S55,  when  Mr.  Duff  sold  his  interest  to 
his  partner  and  moved  to  Pittsburg.  He  there 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for  three 
years,  having  a  saw-mill  on  Herr's  Island. 

In  1S58  he  returned  to  Clarion,  and  engaged 
extensively  there  in  the  lumber  business  until 
the  year  1865.  In  that  year  he  moved  to 
Pittsburg  and  continued  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, and  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
window  glass  with  Terence  Campbell,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Duff  &  Campbell.  He  re- 
tired from  business  in  the  year  1880,  and  died 
August  23,  1890.  During  his  long  career 
as  a  successful  business  man  he  was  well 
known  throughout  the  whole  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  was  also  greatly  respected 
for  his  honest  and  upright  dealings  and  sterling 
character. 

His  wife,  Catherine  Eckeberger,  whom  he 
married  in  1830,  was  a  daughter  of  Adam 
Eckeberger,  and  was  born  in  Huntingdon, 
Pa.,  September  19,  iSio.  Adam  Eckeberger 
was  a  native  of  Bavaria;  but  his  wife,  Cather- 
ine Shultz,  was  the  daughter  of  Lawrence 
Shultz,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Hunting- 
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tlon  County.  Samuel  and  Catherine  Duff  had 
the  following  children:  Sarah  Ann,  wife  of 
John  13.  Reese,  of  Steubenville,  Ohio;  Fir- 
men  K.,  of  Pittsburg;  Catherine,  wife  of 
Charles  E.  Andrews,  of  New  Bethlehem,  Pa.  ; 
Winifred,  wife  of  John  C.  Conch,  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio;  Levi  Bird,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Sardis  T.,  of  Pittsburg;  Margaret  L., 
the  wife  of  George  Olenhausen,  of  East  Liver- 
pool, Ohio;  and  Martha  M.,  who  died  in 
1895,  was  the  wife  of  William  H.  Chilcoat, 
of  Newark,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Duff  is  still  living, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  is  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  good  health. 

Colonel  Duff  attended  the  common  schools 
for-  several  years,  and  at  the  age  of  si.xteen 
entered  Elder's  Kidge  Academy,  Indiana 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  one  year. 
He  then  entered  Allegheny  College,  Mead- 
ville.  Pa.,  where  he  pursued  the  regular 
academic  course,  and  was  graduated  in  1857. 
Having  decided  to  enter  the  legal  profession, 
he  came  to  Pittsburg  immediately  after  his 
graduation,  and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  George  S.  Selden,  a  j)rnminent  law- 
yer of  the  city  at  that  time.  Colonel  Duff 
was  admitted  to  the  Allegheny  County  bar 
April  I,  i860,  and  remained  in  the  office  of 
his  preceptor  until  the  following  year. 

The  slaveholders'  rebellion  having  broken 
out,  on  May  i,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate in  Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment,  Penn- 
sylvania Reserve  Corps  (Thirty-eighth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers).  The  regiment  was  sent 
to  Camp  Wilkins,  which  was  located  between 
Penn  and  Liberty  Avenues  at  28th  Street  in 
this  city.  Soon  thereafter  it  was  ordered  to 
Camp  Wright  at  Hulton  station  on  the  Alle- 
gheny Valley  Railroad,  where  it  remained 
until  after  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run;  and  it 
was  then  sent  to  the  defence  of  Washington. 
It   was   placed    in    position    near   Tenallytown, 


on  the  Rockville  turnpike,  on  the  left  of  the 
Chain  Bridge  road.  It  remained  in  this  posi- 
tion until  October  i,  wHen  it  was  moved  across 
the  Chain  Bridge  to  the  south  side  of  the  Poto- 
mac, to  a  point  about  a  mile  south  of  Langley, 
on  the  left  of  the  Leesburg  turnpike,  where  it 
went  into  winter  quarters.  On  December  21, 
1861,  it  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Dranes- 
ville.  At  the  close  of  this  battle,  the  first  one 
in  which  the  regiment  was  under  fire,  Corporal 
Duff  was  one  of  the  two  men  of  his  company 
reported  by  his  captain  as  worthy  of  special 
mention  for  good  conduct. 

On  February  6,  1862,  he  was  appointed 
Captain  of  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and 
Fifth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and, 
joining  that  regiment  at  its  camp  on  the 
Mason  farm  in  front  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  took 
command  of  his  company.  The  regiment  was 
then  in  Heintzelman's  division.  In  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  this  divi- 
sion became  the  First  Division  of  the  Third 
Army  Corps,  and  was  commanded  for  a  short 
time  by  General  \\'illiam  H.  Hamilton.  Gen- 
eral Philip  Kearny  was  then  appointed  to  the 
command,  and  thereafter  it  was  known  as 
Kearny's  Division.  The  regiment  was  sent 
to  P'ortress  Monroe  and  up  the  Peninsula,  and 
participated  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown  and  the 
battles  of  Williamsburg  and  F'air  Oaks  or 
Seven  Pines.  On  May  31,  1862,  in  the  last- 
named  engagement,  Captain  Duff  was  wounded 
by  a  rifle  ball,  which  passed  through  his  right 
lung.  He  was  sent  North  to  a  hospital,  and 
when  convalescent  went  to  his  home,  where  he 
remained  until  he  recovered  from  his  wound, 
and  in  the  latter  part  of  August  rejoined  his 
regiment,  which  was  then  at  Harrison's  Land- 
ing, Va.  The  division  was  then  sent  by  way 
of  New  Alexandria  to  join  Pope's  army  on  the 
Rappahannock,  and  the  regiment  was  ordered 
to  guard   the   railroad  between    Manassas    and 
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Warrenton  Junction.  The  regiment  received 
the  first  shocl'C  of  Stonewall  Jackson's  flank 
movement,  and  was  attacked  at  Manassas 
Junction  on  the  night  of  August  26,   1S62. 

On  August  27  the  regiment  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Bristoe  Station,  under  command 
of  General  Hooker.  The  regiment  then  re- 
joined its  own  division,  and  took  part  in  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  on  the  29th  and 
30th  of  August,  and  in  the  battle  of  Chantilly, 
September  i,  where  General  Kearny,  divi- 
sion commander,  was  killed.  It  was  sent 
back  to  the  defence  of  Washington,  where  it 
remained  during  the  Antietam  campaign.  In 
October,  1862,  the  regiment  was  sent  to 
Poolesville,  Md.,  to  guard  the  line  of  the 
Potomac;  and,  when  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
moved  forward  into  Virginia,  the  regiment 
marched  down  the  eastern  side  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  joining  the  army  again  on  its  march  to 
P'redericksburg. 

The  regiment  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
p-redericksburg,  December  13,  1S62;  and, 
upon  the  subsequent  reorganization  of  the  army 
under  Major-general  Hooker,  Captain  Duff 
was  appointed  Acting  Assistant  Inspector- 
general  of  the  PTrst  Brigade  of  the  division, 
and  was  attached  to  the  staff  of  Brigadier-gen- 
eral Charles  K.  Graham.  He  served  on  the 
staff  of  General  Graham  at  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville.  May  2  and  3,  1863.  During  the 
battle,  General  Whipple,  its  commander,  hav- 
ing been  killed.  General  Graham  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  Third  Division  of  the 
Third  Army  Corps;  and  Captain  Duff  went 
with  him. 

Shortly  after  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville, 
Captain  Duff  was  made  Major  of  his  regiment; 
and  at  the  beginning  of  the  Gettysburg  cam- 
paign the  Third  Division  was  consolidated 
with  the  other  divisions,  and  Major  Duff  was 
appointed    Acting  Assistant   Inspector-general 


of  the  First  Division,  and  attached  to  the  staff 
of  Major-general  D.  B.  Birney.  He  served  on 
Birney's  staff  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
July  I,  2,  and  3,  1863,  and  on  the  staff  of  the 
First  Division  throughout  the  subsequent 
march  into  Virginia  during  the  summer  and 
fall  of  1863,  participating  in  the  affair  at  Ma- 
nassas Gap,  July  24,  and  Auburn,  October  13, 
and  in  the  battle  of  Kelly's  Ford,  November 
7,  in  the  advance  to  Brandy  Station.  Shortly 
after  the  advance  to  Brandy  Station  he  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Tenth  Regiment,  and  commanded  it  during 
the  Mine  Run  campaign,  November  25-29, 
1863.  On  January  i,  1864,  his  own  regiment 
having  re-enlisted,  he  returned  home  with  it 
on  its  veteran  furlough.  Shortly  after  the 
return  of  the  regiment  to  the  army  the  Third 
Corps  was  broken  up,  and  the  P'irst  Division 
became  the  Third  Division  of  the  Second 
Army  Corps;  and  Major  Duff  was  appointed 
Acting  Assistant  Inspector-general  of  the 
Division,  and  was  again  attached  to  the  staff 
of  Major-general  D.  B.  Birney.  He  served 
on  the  staff  of  General  Birney  at  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  May  5-7,  1864;  and  at  the 
close  of  that  battle  he  was  at  his  own  request 
returned  to  his  regiment,  and  took  command  of 
it.  The  Si.xty-third  Regiment,  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  was  united  with  the  One  Hundred 
and  Fifth;  and  he  was  given  command  of  both 
regiments.  He  commanded  the  two  regiments 
in  the  campaign  from  the  Rapidan  to  Peters- 
burg, participating  in  the  battles  of  Po  River, 
May  10  and  11;  Spottsylvania,  May  12-15; 
North  Anna,  May  23-25;  Totopotomy,  May 
26;  Cold  Harbor,  June  i;  and  in  the  as- 
saults on  Petersburg,  June  16-18.  On  May 
18  he  was  promoted  to  be  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel of  his  regiment.  On  June  18,  1864,  in 
an  assault  on  the  Colquitt  .salient,  near  the 
Hare   House,    in  front   of   Petersburg,  Colonel 
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Duff  was  woiinclecl  by  a  minie  ball  in  the  right 
thigh,  necessitating  the  amputation  of  the  leg. 
On  account  of  the  terrible  loss  of  life  during 
this  assault,  it  is  known  in  history  as  the  Hare 
House  slaughter.  He  recovered  from  the 
wound;  but,  being  disabled  for  field  service, 
he  was  at  his  own  request  discharged  from  the 
army  on  October  24,  1S64.  He  returned  to 
Pittsburg,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law. 
In  the  fall  of  1865  he  was  elected  District 
Attorney  of  Allegheny  County,  which  office  he 
held  for  three  years.  After  retiring  from 
office,  he  continued  the  practice  of  law,  in 
which  he  has  been  very  successful. 

Colonel  Duff  was  elected  District  Attorney 
upon  the  Republican  ticket,  but  in  1872  joined 
the  Liberal  Republicans  and  supported  Horace 
Greeley  for  President.  In  1882  he  joined  the 
Independent  Republican  movement  started  by 
Charles  S.  Wolfe,  and  was  the  candidate  for 
Lieutenant  Governor.  Since  then  he  has 
been  a  Democrat,  and  in  1893  was  a  candidate 
for  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  No. 
2,  of  Allegheny  County,  on  the  Democratic 
ticket. 

He  is  a  member  of  Encampment  No.  i 
Union  Veteran  Legion;  and  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Commandery,  Military  Order  of  the 
Loyal  Legion;  and  of  the  Association  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Colonel  Duff  has  been  twice  married.  On 
July  21,  1862,  he  married  Harriet  H.  Nixon, 
daughter  of  Hezekiah  Nixon,  ex-Mayor  of 
Allegheny,  Pa.,  and  by  this  union  had  five 
children,  three  of  whom  died  young.  The 
living  are:  Samuel  II.,  a  civil  engineer  of  this 
city;  and  Hezekiah  Nixon,  a  special  writer  on 
the  Pittsburg  Leader. 

Colonel  Duff's  first  wife  died  on  July  16, 
1877;  and  on  January  16,  1882,  he  was  again 
married  to  Agnes  V.  Kaufman,  daughter  of 
John    A.    Kaufman,    of    Coesse,    Ind.      He  at- 


tends   the     United     Presbyterian    Church,    of 
which   Mrs.  Duff  is  a  member. 


,EV.  LEMUEL  CALL  BARNES, 
D.  D.,  an  eminent  divine  of  Pitts- 
burg, pastor  of  the  Fourth  Avenue 
Church,  is  the  son  of  Lemuel  Munson  and 
Rachel  (Call)  Barnes.  His  great-great-great- 
grandfather, Timothy  Barnes,  came  from  Eng- 
land in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury. The  emigrant's  son  Timothy  was  born 
in  Connecticut;  Timothy,  third,  was  born  at 
Hartford,  Conn.  ;  and  Timothy,  fourth,  grand- 
father of  Dr.  Barnes,  was  born  at  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
the  Connecticut,  or  Western,  Reserve,  Ohio. 
His  wife,  Ruth  Taylor,  was  a  native  of  Rut- 
land, Vt. 

The  maternal  great-grandfather  of  Dr. 
Barnes  was  the  Rev.  Stephen  Call,  a  native  of 
Colerain,  Mass.,  who  removed  to  Warren 
County,  New  York,  in  1797.  He  was  a  Bap- 
tist minister  and  one  of  the  active  men  of  his 
time,  preaching  and  organizing  churches  near 
and  far.  He  lived  on  his  farm  in  Warren 
County  nearly  fifty  years.  The  country  road 
in  the  township  of  Luzerne  still  goes  by  his 
name.  Call  Street.  His  son,  Obed  Call,  be- 
came a  pioneer  of  the  Western  Reserve,  set- 
tling in  Kirtland,  Lake  County,  Ohio.  He 
was  one  of  the  early  school-teachers  there,  and 
a  pillar  in  the  Baptist  church.  Obed  Call's 
wife  was  Lovina  Sperry,  a  daughter  of  Elijah 
Sperry,  who  was  a  Lieutenant  in  Colonel  Jed- 
uthan  Baldwin's  regiment  of  artificers  in  the 
Revolution.  He  enlisted  at  New  Milford, 
Conn.,  in  1777,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  Lieu- 
tenant, April  I,  1779.  He  had  an  active 
hand  in  making  the  great  chain  which  was 
thrown  across  the  Hudson  at  West  Point,  links 
of  which  are  still    preserved   there.      He   mar- 
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ried  Marauchie  Van  Orden,  a  native  of  Hol- 
land. Their  daughter  Lovina  was  born  in 
Waitsfield,  Vt. 

Lemuel  Call  Barnes  was  born  in  Kirtland, 
Ohio,  November  6,  1854.  His  parents  re- 
moving to  Michigan,  he  entered  Kalamazoo 
College,  whose  charter  requires  the  standard 
of  admission  to  be  kept  equal  to  that  of  Michi- 
gan University,  and  there  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tage of  being  under  a  man  of  choice  ability  as 
an  educator.  President  Kendall  Brooks,  D.  D. 
Mr.  Barnes  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1875, 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  After 
pursuing  the  usual  course  of  study  at  the  New- 
ton Theological  Institution  in  Massachusetts, 
graduating  in  1878,  he  was  ordained  at  Kala- 
mazoo, and  took  as  a  first  pastorate  that  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  at 
the  time  one  of  the  strongest  churches  in  the 
North-west,  and  enjoying  a  house  of  worship 
which  cost  over  a  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
He  remained  there  until  July  31,  1882,  when 
he  accepted  a  call  to  the  Fourth  Avenue  Bap- 
tist Church,  Pittsburg.  P'ive  years  and  a  half 
later  he  became  the  pastor  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Newton,  Mass.,  one  of  the 
ancient  churches  of  this  faith  in  the  suburbs 
of  Boston,  composed  largely  of  solid  business 
men  and  their  families,  being  also  the  home 
church  of  the  Newton  Theological  Institution, 
the  Baptist  Divinity  School  in  New  England. 
On  entering  a  new  and  elegant  house  of  wor- 
ship, the  church,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
Pastor  Barnes,  adopted  the  free  pew  system, 
after  more  than  a  hundred  years  of  pew  rent- 
ing. The  church  prospered  as  never  before  in 
home  expenses,  and  at  the  same  time  very 
largely  increased  its  contributions  to  objects 
of  benevolence.  It  also  grew  steadily  and 
decidedly  in  numbers. 

At    the    annual    meeting    of    the    American 
Baptist  Missionary   Union   held  in   Chicago  in 


1890,  Mr.  Barnes  was  elected  Foreign  Secre- 
tary to  succeed  the  Rev.  J.  N.  Murdock,  D.  D., 
LL.  D. ,  who  had  -  been  secretary  for  twenty- 
seven  years.  This  position  involved  the  over- 
sight of  a  widespread  work  in  Europe,  Asia, 
and  Africa,  including  the  largest  number  of 
converts  from  heathenism  under  the  care  of 
any  foreign  mission  society  in  the  world,  more 
than  twice  the  number  under  the  care  of  any 
other  American  society.  He  declined,  how- 
ever, this  highest  honor  in  the  gift  of  his 
denomination,  in  order  to  continue  in  the  pas- 
torate. The  same  marked  taste  for  the  pasto- 
rate led  him  at  different  times  to  decline 
professorships  in  two  theological  seminaries 
and  the  presidency  of  a  college.  In  1S92  he 
spent  seven  months  with  his  wife  in  Europe, 
Egypt,  and  Palestine. 

After  a  pastorate  of  five  years  and  a  half  in 
Newton  he  returned,  June  i,  1893,  to  his 
former  beloved  people  of  the  Fourth  Avenue 
Church,  Pittsburg,  and  has  here  done  a  great 
work  during  the  last  four  years.  This  is  the 
oldest  Baptist  church  of  the  city,  organized  in 
1812  as  the  First  Baptist  Church;  and  from  it 
all  the  other  Baptist  churches  of  the  city  have 
sprung.  It  is  now  often  called  an  institu- 
tional church,  sometimes  "The  Twentieth 
Century  Church."  It  is  more  simply  named 
by  its  pastor  the  Practical  Church.  It  has 
two  branches,  one  on  VVylie  Avenue,  corner 
Conklin  Street,  with  a  presiding  minister,  and 
one  in  the  West  End.  The  church  is  ag- 
gressive in  practical,  philanthropic  effort,  and 
carries  on  a  kindergarten,  a  nursery,  and  an 
industrial  school.  The  latter  includes  sewing, 
mending,  dressmaking,  cooking,  clay  model- 
ling, and  a  penny  savings  bank.  The  church 
employs  a  trained  nurse  to  devote  her  whole 
time  to  visiting  the  destitute  sick  in  the  city, 
regardless  of  race  or  creed.  It  provides  an 
interpreter  for  deaf-mutes,  who  attend    its   ser- 
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vices  in  large  numbers.  It  also  has  a  flourish- 
ing Chinese  department.  Free  giving  is  a 
feature  of  the  church  life,  and  it  is  a  remark- 
able fact  that  the  living  expenses  of  the 
church  for  the  past  year  were  but  nine  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars;  while 
for  missions  the  total  amount  contributed  dur- 
ing the  year  was  eleven  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  dollars.  This  is  the  more 
surprising  because  the  church  counts  among 
its  members  very  few  of  the  men  of  wealth. 
Through  the  pastor's  teaching,  money  is  never 
raised  by  pew  rents,  suppers,  fairs,  or  admis- 
sion fees,  but  is  freely  subscribed  as  a  direct 
worship  of  God.  It  is  a  "free  church"  in 
more  senses  than  one.  The  steadfast  purpose 
of  pastor  and  people  is  to  bring  Christianity 
into  the  daily  life  of  the  community.  The 
chief  prayer  of  the  church  is,  "Thy  kingdom 
come  on  earth."  Its  membership  has  grown, 
in  spite  of  its  decidedly  down-town  location, 
during  the  pastorates  of  Dr.  Barnes,  from  less 
than  four  hundred  to  more  than  seven  hundred. 
Dr.  Barnes  is  a  natural  leader  and  organizer 
and  a  deep  student  and  thinker.  His  execu- 
tive power  is  unquestionable.  When  he  was 
pastor  in  St.  Paul,  the  church  raised  in  cash 
a  church  debt  of  thirty-one  thousand  dollars  in 
thirty  days'  time.  He  there  inaugurated  city 
missions,  out  of  which  five  churches  have 
sprung.  In  1885  he  was  active  in  bringing 
Messrs.  Moody  and  .Sankey  to  Pittsburg,  after 
having  made  and  published  a  painstaking  re- 
view of  the  religious  statistics  of  Pittsburg 
and  Allegheny.  He  later  inspired  the  making 
of  a  careful  sociological  examination  of  all  the 
churches  in  the  two  cities,  showing  to  what 
industrial  ranks  the  membership  belonged. 
Lemuel  Call  Barnes  is  the  author  of  various 
articles  and  pamphlets.  One,  entitled  "Shall 
Islam  rule  Africa.'"  jniblished  by  the  Baptist 
Ministers'  Conference  of  Boston,  was   appreci- 


atively reviewed  in  England,  and  was  repub- 
lished there.  In  June,  1896,  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  on  him  by 
Kalamazoo  College,  a  rule  of  many  years' 
standing  against  conferring  honorary  degrees 
being  suspended  for  the  first  time  for  this  pur- 
pose. A  week  later  the  same  degree  was  con- 
ferred by  Bucknell  LTniversity.  The  follow- 
ing season  he  was  also  proffered  the  degree  by 
the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Dr. 
Barnes  is  a  trustee  of  the  Newton  Theological 
Institution  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  American  Baptist  Missionary  Union.  He 
has  done  elaborate  committee  work  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  latter. 

He  married  January  2,  1879,  Miss  Mary 
Clark,  who  was  graduated  from  Kalamazoo 
College  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philos- 
ophy in  his  own  class  of  1875,  taking  the  de- 
gree of  Master  of  Philosophy  in  1S78.  Dur- 
ing the  three  years  immediately  following  her 
graduation  and  previous  to  their  marriage  Mrs. 
Barnes  was  Lady  Principal  of  the  college. 
She  is  possessed  of  scholarly  tastes  and  of 
much  executive  ability.  A  large  part  of  the 
success  of  the  Practical  Church  and  of  the  mis- 
sionary w(.)rk  of  her  husband  is  due  to  her  un- 
tiring" sympathy  and   wise  effort. 


JB 


AVID     Z.     BRICKELL,     vice-presi- 

■  1 J      dent  and  treasurer  of  the   Chambers 

r-^*£y  &  McKee  Glass  Company  at  Pitts- 
burg, comes  of  Scotch-Irish  origin.  The 
Scotch-Irish  family  is  traced  back  to  a  Scotch- 
man, who  is  alleged  to  have  been  driven  from 
his  o  ■       •     T   _i_     1   1  __ 


his  own  country  to  Ireland  by  religious  perse 
cution.  P'rom  the  Emerald  Isle  in  after  year: 
four  of  this  ancestor's  descendants,  brothers, 
emigrated  to  America,  all  locating  at  first  in 
Redstone,  Pa.,  whence  afterwaj'd  one  went 
to  Steubenville,  Ohio,  and  another  to   Colum- 
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bus.  All  were  men  of  deep  religious  convic- 
tions, being  United  Presbyterians,  or  Cove- 
nanters. George  Brickell,  the  grandfather  of 
David  Z. ,  was  born  and  reared  in  Redstone, 
Fayette  County.  From  there  he  came  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  was  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits  until  his  death.  He  served  his 
country  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  One 
of  his  brothers,  John  Brickell,  when  a  boy 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Delaware  Indians, 
and  held  a  captive  for  four  and  a  half  years, 
being  liberated  at  Fort  Defiance  shortly  after 
the  treaty  at  Greenville.  The  grandfather 
married  Lydia  Lovejoy,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  of 
whose  children  by  him  ten  attained  maturity; 
namely,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  John,  William, 
Susan,  Samuel,  Robert,  James,  Zachariah,  and 
Lydia.  Elizabeth  married  James  Allison, 
father  of  Dr.  James  Allison;  Susan  became 
the  wife  of  Enoch  Holmes,  of  this  city;  and 
Lydia  successively  married  James  Evans 
and  James  Craig.  With  the  exxeption  of 
James  all  of  the  sons  here  mentioned  were 
pioneer  steamboat  engineers  and  captains. 
Robert  and  Samuel  removed  to  Cincinnati, 
whence  they  ran  river  boats  to  New  Orleans. 

John  Brickell,  the  father  of  David  Z. ,  was 
born  in  Pittsburg,  December  7,  1796.  Hav- 
ing completed  his  education  in  the  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  the  city,  he  learned  the  ma- 
chinist's trade.  He  was  then  engaged  as  an 
engineer  on  the  river  steamers  for  a  time, 
after  which  he  received  charge  of  a  boat,  being 
one  of  the  earliest  steamboat  men  in  this  vicin- 
ity. In  1832,  at  the  mouth  of  Sook's  Run,  he 
built  the  steamboat  "Boston,"  and  ran  it  be- 
tween Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  and  St.  Louis. 
During  the  Mexican  War,  while  going  by  the 
Rio  Grande  River  to  Mexico  on  the  steamer 
"Rough  and  Ready,"  a  government  transport 
boat,  he  was  stricken  with  the  Chagres  fever, 
which  reduced  him  to  the  condition   of  an    in- 


valid and  finally  resulted  in  his  death  in  1861, 
after  his  return  to  his  home.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to 
Milner  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Pittsburg.  On 
December  5,  1822,  at  the  Smithfield  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  by  the  Rev.  Richard 
Tidings,  a  noted  preacher  of  that  day,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  E. 
Zilhart,  daughter  of  David  Zilhart,  of  Pitts- 
burg. Born  in  Stuttgart,  Germany,  August  4, 
1800,  she  came  with  her  parents  to  Pittsburg 
at  the  age  of  five,  and  died  here  December  i, 
1892.  She  bore  her  husband  five  children, 
four  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  These  were: 
David  Z.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  John, 
who  died  in  San  Francisco,  November  27, 
1894,  leaving  a  family;  William  B.,  whose 
death  occurred  December  23,  1894;  and  Anna 
B.,  the  first-born,  who  is  the  widow  of  the  late 
William  Stone.  Both  parents  were  members 
of  the  Liberty  Street  Methodist  F,piscopal 
Church. 

David  Z.  Brickell  is  also  a  native  of  Pitts- 
burg. Born  October  7,  1825,  he  was  educated 
in  the  public  and  private  schools  of  his  native 
city.  In  the  week  following  the  big  fire  of 
1845,  when  his  uncle  Samuel  came  to  Pitts- 
burg and  bought  the  steamer  "Manhattan,"  he 
went  with  his  uncle  in  the  capacity  of  second 
clerk  on  that  boat.  He  had  been  employed  in 
that  position  nine  months  when  the  steamer 
sunk  at  Devil's  Island,  on  the  upper  Missis- 
sippi. Returning  then  to  Pittsburg,  he  clerked 
in  a  broker's  office  for  more  than  a  year,  then 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  steamer  "tligh- 
lander, "  and  went  on  board  it  as  clerk  under 
Captain  Henry  Force.  He  continued  in  the 
steamboat  business  until  after  the  war,  serving 
as  pilot  and  captain  for  twenty-one  years.  In 
company  with  Captain  VV.  W.  Martin,  he  built 
and  ran  a  number  of  river  steamers.  At  inter- 
vals throughout  the  war,  having  charge  of  the 
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"Florence,"  he  transported  troops  and  sup- 
plies for  the  government  from  Cincinnati  and 
Columbus  to  Pnrkersburg  by  way  of  the  Big 
Kanawha  River.  On  the  day  that  Tennessee 
seceded,  after  stopping  at  Memphis  with  the 
steamer  "Nevada, "  he  continued  on  his  way 
to  New  Orleans,  arriving  there  on  the  day 
preceding  that  of  the  Mardi  Gras,  unloaded  his 
vessel,  and  succeeded  in  getting  above  Cairo, 
111.,  on  his  return  trip,  in  season  to  avoid  the 
blockade.  Mr.  Brickell  was  at  Milliken's 
Bend  during  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  Subse- 
quently he  carried  his  boat  up  Hatchies 
River  in  company  with  other  transports  under 
the  protection  of  gunboats,  having  a  brief  en- 
counter on  the  way.  In  1S65  he  retired  from 
boating,  and  with  others  bought  the  Kittan- 
ning  Rolling  Mills,  and  under  the  firm  name 
of  Martin,  Oliver  &  Brickell  was  in  business 
until  the  burning  of  the  mill  three  years  later. 
Going  then  to  SmartviUe,  Cal.,  to  visit  his 
brother  John,  he  spent  six  months  in  that  lo- 
cality. On  his  return  to  his  native  city  he 
accepted  the  position  of  right-of-way  commis- 
sioner for  the  Pittsburg,  Virginia  &  Charleston 
Railroad  Company,  and  held  it  for  two  years. 
During  the  ensuing  three  years  he  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Castle  Shannon  coal  road, 
after  which  he  had  charge  of  the  South  Side 
Gas  Works  for  five  years.  In  1891  Mr. 
Brickell  became  a  member  of  the  Chambers  & 
McKee  Glass  Company,  with  which  he  has 
since  been  officially  connected,  as  mentioned 
above.  The  company  manufactures  window 
glass  at  the  rate  of  twenty-four  hundred  boxes 
every  twenty-four  hours,  their  plant  being  the 
largest  of  the  kind  in  the  world,  and  giving 
employment  to  about  fourteen  hundred  men. 
Mr.  Brickell  has  also  other  financial  interests. 
In  1873  he  was  elected  president  of  the  South 
Side  Railway  Company,  a  position  which  he 
retained    until    the   road   was  absorbed   by  the 


Pittsburg  &  Birmingham  line,  in  which  he  is 
still  interested.  He  is  likewise  a  director  of 
the  INIanufacturers'  Bank,  the  Mercantile  Bank, 
the  Mercantile  Trust  Company,  and  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Jeannette,  Pa. 

On  December  23,  1851,  Mr.  Brickell  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  N.  McCarty,  daughter  of 
John  McCarty,  of  Steubenville,  Ohio.  Of 
the  three  children  -born  of  the  union,  but  one 
is  now  living;  namely,  William  D.  Brickell, 
the  owner  and  publisher  of  the  Columbus 
Evening  Dispatcli,  of  Columbus, 'Ohio.  Mrs. 
Brickell  lived  but  a  few  years  after  her  mar- 
riage, passing  away  July  12,  1856.  She  was 
a  most  estimable  woman  and  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Protestant  church.  Mr. 
Brickell  belongs  to  St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  219, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  this  city.  In  politics  he  votes 
for  the  best  men,  regardless  of  party.  Fie  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  on 
Smith  field  Street. 


HARLES  WOODRUFF  SCOVEL,  a 
prominent  life  insurance  manager  of 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  son  of  the  Rev.  Syl- 
vester F.  and  Caroline  (Woodruff)  Scovel,  vvas 
born  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  August  16,  1862. 
His  maternal  grandfather  was  Charles  Wood- 
ruff, a  successful  hardware  merchant  of  New 
Albany,  Ind.,  who  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 

Mr.  Scovel' s  paternal  grandfather,  Sylves- 
ter Scovel,  D.  D.,  was  the  son  of  a  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  and  was  born  in  New  England. 
Fie  was  well  known  in  religious  circles,  being 
one  of  the  first  secretaries  of  the  Presbyterian 
Board  of  Home  Missions.  By  his  untiring 
efforts  were  established  many  churches  in  the 
Ohio  valley,  then  a  frontier.  His  wife  left  a 
luxurious  home  to  go^  with  him  through  the 
wilds  of  that  State,  undergoing  the  perils  and 
privations  of  the  early  pioneers.      He  preached 
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in  Pittsburg  many  times  during  its  early  days. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  president  of 
Hanover  College,  Indiana.  His  wife,  Han- 
nah Matlack,  was  related  to  the  well-known 
Kennedy  family  of  Philadelphia.  She  sur- 
vived him  until  the  summer  of  1896,  dying  at 
the  age  of  ninety. 

The  Rev.  Sylvester  F.  Scovel,  D.  D.,  father 
of  Charles  W.  Scovel,  was  born  in  Hamilton, 
Ohio;  and  his  wife  was  a  native  of  New  Al- 
bany, Ind.  Five  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  Minor;  Charles  VV.  ;  Amy,  now  wife 
of  Walter  J.  Mullins,  of  Wooster,  Ohio;  Syl- 
vester H.  ;  and  Elizabeth  D.  The  father  is 
a  man  of  letters,  now  holding  the  honorable 
position  of  president  of  Wooster  University. 
This  call  was  accepted  by  him  in  1883,  after  a 
pastorate  of  eighteen  years  in  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Pittsburg,  where  he  is  re- 
membered with  veneration.  In  early  life  he 
preached  for  one  or  two  years  in  New  Albany, 
Ind.,  and  for  five  years  in  Springfield,  Ohio. 
While  residing  in  Pittsburg,  Dr.  Scovel  was 
associated  with  every  kind  of  religious  work, 
at  the  same  time  laboring  in  behalf  of  every 
cause  promoting  the  public  welfare.  He  was 
trustee  of  the  Western  Theological  Seminary, 
the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  Pennsylvania  College  for  Women.  He 
was  chosen  to  be  the  first  president  of  the  Art 
Society,  as  well  as  of  the  May  Festival  Asso- 
ciation, and  was  frequently  made  delegate  to 
religious  conventions  in  this  country  and 
abroad. 

Charles  W.  Scovel  was  but  three  years  old 
when  his  parents  took  him  from  Springfield  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
Here  he  attended  the  public  and  private 
schools,  finishing  his  course  in  the  Pittsburg 
High  School  in  1880.  Immediately  entering 
the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  he 
graduated  there  in  1883  with  honors,  being  the 


valedictorian  of  his  class;  and  in  18S6  he  re- 
ceived from  this  institution  his  degree  of  Mas- 
ter of  Arts.  Upon  graduating,  he  registered 
as  a  law  student  in  the  office  of  William  Scott, 
and  for  one  year  attended  the  Columbia  Law 
School  in  New  York,  where  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  famous  law  fraternity,  Phi  Delta 
Phi.  Desirous  of  more  advanced  study,  Mr. 
Scovel  spent  the  winter  of  1S84-85  in  taking 
special  courses  of  law  in  the  University  of 
Berlin,  Germany.  Upon  his  return  he  re-en- 
tered the  office  of  Mr.  Scott,  and  in  1S86  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  was  engaged  in 
active  law  practice  for  upward  of  eleven  years, 
chiefly  as  an  office  lawyer,  though  some  of  his 
best  professional  work  was  done  as  master,  au- 
ditor, and  so  forth,  under  court  appointment. 
The  Allegheny  County  Bar  Association 
elected  him  secretary  for  three  successive 
terms — 1895,  1896,  and  1S97.  This  office  he 
resigned  when,  in  August,  1897,  he  withdrew 
from  the  active  life  of  the  profession  to  accept 
a  very  flattering  offer  to  become  manager  for 
Western  Pennsylvania  of  the  great  Manhattan 
Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York. 

He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  but  a  man  inter- 
ested rather  in  music,  art,  and  literature  than 
in  the  life  of  the  local  politician.  He  is  an 
amateur  organist,  and  has  since  1885  been  a 
leader  of  musical  opinion  in  Pittsburg  through 
his  weekly  newspaper  articles.  His  interests 
and  ties  outside  of  business  are  many.  The 
Art  Society,  of  which  he  was  for  three  years 
secretary  and  a  director  twice  as  long,  owes  its 
growth  and  development  in  a  large  degree  to 
Mr.  Scovel.  This  is  also  true  of  the  Pittsburg 
Orchestra,  which  was  founded  by  the  former 
organization  at  his  instance.  He  personally 
solicited  the  original  three  years'  guarantee 
fund  for  the  orchestra.  Some  years  before,  he 
raised  the  money  to  buy  the  Karl  Merz  musi- 
cal  library  for  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
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burg,  then  only  a  prospect.  In  1S93  he  was 
appointed  as  a  Phi  Delta  Phi  to  a  position  on 
the  Advisory  l^oard  of  the  World's  Fair  Con- 
gress of  College  Fraternities.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Alumni  Associations  of  the  High 
School  and  Western  University,  college  de- 
partment, and  has  served  in  various  offices, 
including  the  presidency  of  each.  He  was 
chosen  (1897)  the  first  president  of  the  Gen- 
eral Alumni  Association,  including  all  depart- 
ments of  the  University,  and  also  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  that  institution. 

He  married  June  24,  1886,  Sara  Wilson 
Butler,  who  is  a  daughter  of  John  Williamson 
Butler  and  Sarah  Greer  (Wilson)  Butler. 
They  have  three  children  —  Sylvester  B.,  .Sara 
W.,  and  Caroline  W. 


Ji 


R.  W.  A.  McGIFFIN,  a  popular 
dentist  of  Allegheny,  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  July  16,  1849, 
son  of  William  H.  and  Eliza  (T"rederick)  Mc- 
Giffin.  His  grandfather  was  John  McGiffin, 
born  in  Washington  County,  September  17, 
1781.  Of  John's  three  sons  and  one  daughter, 
William  H.,  born  November  9,  1818,  was  a 
resident  of  Washington  County,  where  he  kept 
a  country  store.  William  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany D  of  the  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  and  died  in  1862  of  typhoid 
fever  at  Harrison's  Landing,  before  Richmond, 
aged  forty-four  years.  His  wife  survived  him 
until  1894,  dying  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Dr. 
McGiffin,  at  the  age  of  si.\ty-five.  She  was  a 
member  of  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 
Her  husband  was  a  Baptist.  They  had  five 
children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living. 

W.  A.  McGiffin  went  to  college  at  Mount 
Union,  Ohio,  and  then  taught  in  the  public 
schools  of  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  West  Vir- 
ginia   for    three   or   four    years.      In    1S70    he 


began  the  study  of  dentistry  in  North-western 
Ohio.  After  some  practice  there  and  at  his 
old  home  he  attended  the  Pennsylvania  Dental 
College.  In  1879  he  came  to  Allegheny, 
where  he  has  since  followed  his  profession. 
He  is  now  one  of  the  best  known  dentists  in 
the  city,  well  up  in  his  profession,  and  an 
affable  and  agreeable  gentleman. 

On  July  31,  1879,  Dr.  McGiffin  married 
Miss  Emma  M.  McGaffick,  daughter  of  Eliza- 
beth McGaffick,  of  Beaver,  Pa.  Their  chil- 
dren are  —  Edna  A.,  William  M.,  and  Donald 
Hazzard.  Mrs.  McGiffin  is  a  member  of  the 
Fourth  United  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
Doctor  is  connected  with  the  Improved  Order 
of  Heptasophs  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  has  held  the 
position  of  clerk  and  librarian  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Reform  .Schools  for  two  years. 


LARENCE  C.  MOOAR,  the  popu- 
lar Assistant  Postmaster  of  Allegheny 
City,  was  born  in  Covington,  Ky., 
February  19,  1856.  By  both  parents.  Judge 
Charles  H.  and  Phoebe  C.  (Flagg)  Mooar,  he 
comes  of  New  England  ancestry.  His  grand- 
father, Jacob  Mooar,  who  resided  in  Hollis, 
N.  H.,  and  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  lived  to  an 
advanced  age.  Judge  Mooar,  who  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire,  is  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth 
College.  His  wife's  father,  a  Scotchman, 
died  when  she  was  but  a  year  old.  Her 
mother,  who,  born  in  1801,  died  in  1S90,  after 
the  death  of  Mr.  Flagg  married  a  Mr.  Brain- 
ard,  with  whom  she  afterward  lived  in  Han- 
o\'er,  N.  J-I.  Judge  Mooar's  children  are: 
Clarence  C,  Sadie  O.,  Mamie  A.,  Eva 
L.,  R.  H.  L.,  and  William  B.  Sadie  O.  is 
now  Mrs.  T.  B.  Fennell,  of  Kentucky.  Eva 
L.  is  the  wife  of  A.  A.  Reeves,  of  Chicago. 
R.  H.  L.  Mooar  resides  in  Chicago,  and  Will- 
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iam  B.  in  Covington,  Ky.  Judge  Mooar  was 
formerly  a  prominent  attorney  at  the  Kenton 
County  bar  in  Kentucky,  and  the  County 
Judge  for  three  terms. 

Clarence  C.  Mooar  grew  to  manhood  in 
Covington.  After  obtaining  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  that  town,  he  pre- 
pared for  Dartmouth  College.  In  1875  for 
the  benefit  of  his  health  he  went  to  Europe, 
where  he  remained  for  nearly  two  years,  visit- 
ing Germany,  Italy,  Switzerland,  France,  and 
Scotland.  Having  spent  thirteen  months  in 
Munich,  he  knows  German  very  well;  and  he 
also  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  the  French 
and  Italian  languages.  On  returning  to 
America,  he  went  into  the  office  of  the  United 
States  Marshal  at  Louisville,  Ky. ,  as  Deputy. 
After  a  time  he  engaged  in  journalism,  and 
has  since  filled  various  positions  on  important 
papers.  He  was  on  the  Pittsburg  Dispatch  for 
si.x  years,  serving  in  the  capacities  of  night 
editor,  telegraph  editor,  and  city  editor.  He 
then  went  to  the  I'ittsburg  Coiiimrrcial  Gaacite 
as  financial  editor,  and  remained  for  one  year. 
This  position  he  resigned  on  May  i,  1894,  to 
accept  the  one  he  now  occupies. 

On  January  26,  1881,  Mr.  Mooar  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Alma  Weaver. 
Four  sons  and  one  daughter  have  been  born  to 
them;  namely,  Clarence  C,  Jr.,  Ernest  E., 
Walter  W.,  Myrtle  Marie,  and  Harold  H. 
Mr.  Mooar  is  a  member  of  several  fraternal 
organizations.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a 
Presbyterian,  in  politics  a  Democrat.  A 
domestic  man,  he  is  entirely  devoted  to  his 
home  and  family.  His  genial  and  hospitable 
manners  have  gained  him  many  warm  friends, 
and  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has  served 
the  public  in  his  present  position  has  won  for 
him  the  confidence  of  the  business  community 
and  a  recognition  of  his  unmistakable  execu- 
tive ability. 


A.  ARNHOLT,  M.D.,  one  of 
the  prominent  physicians  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  December  25, 
1836,  in  Alsace,  then  a  province  of  P^rance, 
son  of  Michael  and  Sarah  (Anton)  Arnholt. 
The  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1849,  locating  in  Joliet,  111.  In  the 
following  year  he  went  to  California  by  the 
overland  route.  Taking  up  his  residence  in 
St.  Julien  valley  in  1874,  he  was  engaged  in 
stock-raising,  making  a  specialty  of  sheep  for 
some  time.  Eight  years  later  he  removed  to 
Adin,  Modoc  County,  where  he  lived  upon  a 
ranch  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and 
died  April  5,  1891.  His  wife  died  in 
France,  at  the  age  of  thirty  two.  Their  two 
children  were:  M.  A.  and  George  H.  The 
latter  lived  at  Whitehall,  Jefferson  County, 
Mont.,  where  he  was  Deputy  Sheriff  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

M.  A.  Arnholt  came  to  America  with  his 
father  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  He  at- 
tended the  public  schools  at  Joliet,  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  West  Side  Academy  in  the  year 
1853.  After  some  time  spent  in  travel  in  the. 
West,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with 
Dr.  J.  H.  Reece,  and  attended  the  Plclectic 
Institute,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1855. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  returned  to  his 
native  country  and  entered  Ecole  des  Medicins 
at  Strasbourg,  remaining  until  1862.  Upon 
his  return  to  the  United  States  he  opened  an 
office  at  Birmingham,  Huntingdon  County. 

Dr.  Arnholt  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  has 
been  active  in  furthering  the  interests  of  his 
chosen  city  and  State.  He  was  State  Senator 
for  the  Forty-fifth  District  from  18S0  to  1884, 
served  for  nine  years  as  president  of  the  School 
Board  in  the  Twenty-sixth  Ward,  and  was  a 
member  of  both  the  Common  and  Select  Coun- 
cils. He  has  also  been  a  most  useful  member 
of  the  Board  of   Plealth,  and   is  now  serving  on 
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the  hospitnl  stnff,  holding  the  positions  of  con- 
sulting surgeon  and  chnirmnn  of  the  Executive 
Committee.  He  is  an  ex-president  of  the 
South  Side  Medical  Society,  and  a  member  of 
both  the  Allegheny  County  Medical  Society 
and  the  State  Medical  Society.  A  well-known 
fraternity  man,  the  orders  with  which  he  is  as- 
sociated include  sundry  Masonic  bodies;  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  of  which  he  is  examining 
physician  for  his  district;  and  the  Ancient 
Essen ic  Order. 

On  August  7,  1S62,  he  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Michael  J.  Ermwein,  of  Pittsburg. 
They  have  one  daughter,  named  Clara.  Dr. 
Arnholt  is  a  cultured  gentleman  of  advanced 
opinions,  as  well  as  a  most  successful  practi- 
tioner. 

*  m  m^t 

RMEN  YARDUM,  of  Pittsburg,  a 
leading  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in 
Oriental  rugs,  was  born  in  Sivas, 
Turkey,  April  30,  1870,  son  of  Ovagim 
Yardum.  The  grandfather,  who  was  one  of 
the  best  known  silversmiths  of  that  country, 
made  some  of  the  most  famous  gold  and  silver 
vessels,  for  holding  the  sacraments,  now  in  the 
Greek  and  Armenian  churches. 

Ovagim  Yardum,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Sivas,  became  a  general  merchant.  Later 
he  engaged  in  the  importation  of  European 
goods,  and  also  dealt  in  rugs.  A  prominent 
and  wealthy  member  of  the  community,  he 
served  on  the  City  Council.  He  was  also  con- 
nected with  an  association  which  assisted  in 
the  bringing  of  teachers  to  the  city  schools  to 
instruct  the  Armenians.  He  was  an  Elder  of 
the  St.  Sarkis  Church  and  one  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  reforms  of  that  church.  A 
highly  educated  man  and  well-versed  in  the 
Armenian  language,  he  has  done  much  to  help 
the  people  of  his  country.  He  now  resides  in 
Constantinople,  near  the  residence  of  Mission- 


ary Hubbard  and  United  States  Consul  Jewett. 
He  married  Hamaspure  Desteyian,  who  has 
had  four  sons  by  him.  The  eldest  child, 
Mardisos,  lives  in  Constantinople;  George, 
who  was  for  some  time  a  resident  of  this  coun- 
try, is  also  there;  H.  B.  resides  here.  The 
mother  is  living,  and  is  with  her  sons  in  Con- 
stantinople. 

Armen  Yardum  was  educated  at  Sivas,  grad- 
uating from  a  high-class  school  there  at  the 
early  age  of  twelve.  While  his  brothers  re- 
ceived a  college  education,  he  is  a  self-edu- 
cated man  to  a  large  extent,  though  his  fine 
knowledge  of  languages  was  obtained  in  the 
school  referred  to.  Upon  finishing  school,  he 
joined  his  brothers  in  business  at  Harpoot. 
In  1885  he  returned  to  his  native  place,  and 
was  associated  with  his  father  in  business  until 
1887,  when  he  went  to  Constantinople.  After 
a  short  time  in  that  capital  he  removed  to 
Baltimore,  Md.,  where  his  brother,  H.  B.,  had 
established  himself  in  business.  Here  they 
continued  in  partnership  for  some  time.  In 
1 891  he  began  a  successful  business  in  Alle- 
gheny; and  in  the  following  year  he  started 
in  Pittsburg,  sending  agents  out  into  the 
country,  while  retaining  an  interest  in  the 
business  conducted  by  his  brothers  in  Balti- 
more. The  business  rapidly  increased  in  both 
places;  and  in  1894  George  returned  to  Con- 
stantinople and  established  a  direct  agency, 
becoming  the  native  buyer  for  his  brothers  in 
America.  In  1895  Mr.  Yardum  opened  a 
wholesale  house  on  Broadway,  New  York,  now 
one  of  the  largest  rug  houses  in  New  York 
City.  He  is  connected  with  various  other 
business  enterprises,  both  exporting  and  im- 
porting; and  he  is  a  member  of  both  the  New 
York  and  Pittsburg  Chambers  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Yardum,  on  June  27,  1895,  married 
Miss  Maud  Beatrice  Morgan,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and    Mrs.    W.    Lowry   Morgan,    of    Pittsburg. 
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She  was  educated  at  the  Pennsylvania  Semi- 
nary, Washington.  Both  she  and  her  husband 
are  members  of  the  Christ's  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Mr.  Yardum  has  been  active 
in  the  work  of  the  Epworth  League.  He  is 
also  an  interested  supporter  of  the  Allegheny 
General  Hospital  and  the  Pittsburg  Newsboys' 
Home,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association.  Mr.  Yardum  is 
not  only  a  talented  man  of  business,  but  he 
shines  in  literary  and  social  circles.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Pittsburg  Club,  and  has  written 
many  articles  for  publication,  in  addition  to 
some  creditable  poems. 


(sjYOHN  EVANS,  of  Pittsburg,  Boiler  In- 
spector for  Allegheny  County,  was  born 
here,  February  14,  1S45,  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  (Donnelly)  Evans.  The  family 
is  an  old  one  in  Pittsburg,  but  of  Welsh  de- 
scent. The  father  was  born  in  Centre  County, 
at  a  place  called  Bald  Eagle,  in  1818.  When 
a  child  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  the 
home  of  his  grandfather  in  Jefferson  County. 
He  left  the  farm  soon  afterward,  and  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  a  carpenter  and  joiner  in 
Pittsburg.  Then  he  went  into  ship-carpenter- 
ing and  the  outfitting  business  on  the  Point, 
and  in  time  became  very  prosperous.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  Republicans  of  the  place, 
served  on  the  Council  and  the  School  Board, 
and  went  as  delegate  to  many  Republican  con- 
ventions. He  was  a  member  of  the  St.  John's 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  ;  also  of  the  L  O.  O.  F., 
in  which  society  he  was  very  active  in  his 
younger  days.  He  died  December  29,  18S9. 
By  his  wife,  who  received  her  education  in 
Pittsburg,  there  were  five  children  :  William, 
of  Pittsburg  ;■  John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Mary  J.,  the  widow  of  Captain  Alexander  Mc- 
Ginnis;  Kate,    the    wife    of    T.    J.    O'Keefe; 


and  Ellis,  a  resident  of  Pittsburg.     The  mother 
died  July  4,   1889. 

John  Evans,  after  receiving  a  good  common- 
school    education,    was    apprenticed    to   James 
Rees,  an  engine  builder.      In  1865  he  went  on 
the  river  as  engineer  in  the  coal  trade;  and  for 
twenty-five   years    afterward    he   plied    up    and 
down  the  river,  where  he  was  among  the  oldest 
and  best  known  engineers  in  point  of  service. 
After  he  left  the  river,  in    1891,  he  was  chief 
engineer  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  E.xhibi- 
tion  Society  of  Pittsburg,  which  kept  engines 
running  to  supply  the  power  for  all  the  differ- 
ent exhibits.      Here  Mr.   Evans  remained  for 
three    years.       Then    he    took    charge    of    the 
erecting    department    of    the     Heime    Safety 
Boiler  Company  of  St.  Louis.      While  so  em- 
ployed he  travelled   all    over  the   country,  and 
put    in    boilers   in   various   cities,  embracing  a 
circuit,    from    Houston,    Tex.,    to    New    York 
City,  and    including   large   plants  at   Chicago, 
Joliet,     Pittsburg,     Johnstown,     Altoona,    and 
Philadelphia.      After  four  years   he   resigned; 
and  on   May  9,   1896,  he  was  appointed   Boiler 
Inspector   of    Allegheny   County   by   Governor 
Hastings.      All  the  stationary  steam-boilers  of 
the   county  are  examined    by  him   once  every 
year.      Mr.    Evans  has   been   an   active   worker 
for  the  Republican  party.      He  was  a   member 
of  the  National   Marine  Association   of  Engi- 
neers, and  its  first  vice-president.      He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  branch  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion   of    Stationary    Engineers    in     Pittsburg. 
He  belongs  to  several  fraternal  societies;  was 
one  of   the  original    members  and   founders  of 
the  Marine  Lodge;   is  a  member  of   the  Dallas 
Lodge,    No.    508 ;  of  Duquesne  Chapter,    No. 
193  ;  and  of  Tancred  Chapter,  No.  48,  K.  T. 

In  September,  1873,  Mr.  Evans  married 
Miss  Sophia  Schroeder,  of  Pittsburg,  by  whom 
he' has  three  children  — VV.  A.,  John,  Jr.,  and 
May  L.      W.  A.  is  now  a  clerk  in  his  father's 


346 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


office.  He  attends  and  assists  in  the  support 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which 
his  wife  is  a  member.  Since  he  was  appointed 
inspector,  his  office  has  been  in  the  Carnegie 
Building.  The  family  resides  at  Duquesne 
Heights. 

if  RANK  H.  GUI' FEY,  a  well-known 
lawyer  of  Pittsburg,  was  born  on  May 
II,  1S59,  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Stoner)  Guffey.  The  Guffey  family  trace 
their  ancestry  back  to  William  Guffey,  who 
was  born  in  169S,  in  Eanarkshire,  Scotland, 
within  a  short  distance  of  Glasgow.  The  clan 
of  Guffey,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  was 
very  large  and  influential,  and  occupied,  and 
their  descendants  still  occupy,  one  of  the  most 
fertile  parts  of  the  Scottish  Lowlands.  In 
1738  William,  with  his  wife  and  son  James, 
then  aged  two  years,  came  to  America  and  set- 
tled near  Philadelphia.  In  1758,  when  Brig- 
adier-general John  Forbes  made  his  e.xpedition 
against  Fort  Duquesne,  William  Guffey,  with 
a  few  other  hardy  spirits,  accompanied  by 
their  families,  followed  the  expedition  of  Brig- 
adier-general John  Forbes  against  Fort  Du- 
quesne, until  they  reached  the  Loyalhanna 
Creek.  Here  he  and  his  companions  made  the 
first  permanent  English  settlement  in  West- 
moreland County  and  the  first  west  of  the 
Alleghanies  except  that  made  at  Mount  Brad- 
dock  six  years  before.  In  that  district,  which 
is  rich  in  all  that  constitutes  enduring  wealth, 
the  family  has  multiplied  beyond  the  average. 
In  the  words  of  one  of  the  living  descendants, 
"They  came  when  the  county  was  a  wilder- 
ness, and  braved  the  danger  of  savage  war- 
fare, and  were  exposed  to  all  the  vicissitudes  of 
the 'Dark  and  Bloody  Ground,'  where  Briton 
and  Frenchman,  Indian  and  settler,  were  en- 
gaged for  twenty  years  in  mortal  conflict  for 
supremacy.        During    all     that     period,    from 


175S  to  17S1,  the  tramp  of  horses,  the  roll  of 
the  drum,  the  noise  of  battle,  and  the  terror  of 
savage  warfare  were  familiar  scenes.  This 
long-protracted  and  appalling  tragedy  gave  rise 
to  hardy  virtue.  The  blood  of  the  men  of  the 
Revolution  and  the  frontier  never  trembles  for 
the  fate  of  the  Republic."  William  Guffey 
died  in  January,  1783,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five  years,  and  was  buried  in  Ligonier  Valley. 
James  Guffey,  son  of  William  and  the 
grandfather  of  Frank  H.,  was  born  in  1736, 
and  died  in  1806.  In  17S0  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  land,  now  a  portion  of  Sewickley 
township,  for  the  sum  of  twenty-one  hundred 
pounds.  He  was  a  well-informed  man  for 
those  days,  having  received  his  education  be- 
fore coming  West.  For  several  years  in  the 
earlier  part  of  his  life  he  was  a  Magistrate, 
deriving  his  commission  from  King  George 
III.  His  will,  written  by  himself  in  1806, 
shortly  before  his  death,  is  still  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  family,  and  is  as  good  an  exam- 
ple of  legal  skill  and  technicalities  as  can 
be  found  even  at  the  jDresent  day.  James 
and  his  son  John  were  among  the  first  to  en- 
gage in  the  business  of  whiskey  distilling  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  They  commenced 
the  business,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained, 
about  the  year  17S5.  In  those  times  distilling 
was  looked  upon  by  all  as  most  useful  to  the 
community.  The  usual  price  then  obtained 
for  the  whiskey  was  fifteen  cents  per  gallon. 
James  was  married  in  1763  to  Margaret,  a 
daughter  of  William  Campbell,  who  also  came 
with  P'orbes's  expedition.  She  was  the  mother 
of  three  children  —  John,  May,  and  Isabella. 
Margaret  died  in  1791.  In  the  following  year 
James  married  Mary  Findlay,  who  bore  him 
two  children — Sarah  and  William.  John,  the 
eldest  son,  later  known  as  Squire  Guffey,  was 
for  many  years  a  Justice,  and  was  greatly  be- 
loved   and    respected    by   all    who   knew   him. 
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He  married  Agnes,  daughter  of  Colonel 
Lowry;  and  she  had  eleven  children.  After 
her  death  he  married  Rebecca  Stewart,  who 
had  two  children.  It  is  related  of  this  period 
that  a  cousin  of  Squire  John  Guffey,  named 
Robert  Campbell,  was  carried  off  by  the  Ind- 
ians at  the  age  of  fourteen  ;  and  that,  after 
spending  seven  years  in  captivity,  he  bribed  a 
friendly  Indian  to  guide  him  back  home;  that 
he  subsequently  attained  the  remarkable  age  of 
ninety-nine  years,  and  was  widely  known  for 
his  piety  as  an  Elder  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  A  remarkable  fact  about  the  Guffey 
family  is  the. tenacity  with  which  they  have 
retained  family  names.  At  the  Guffey  re- 
union held  on  the  old  Guffey  farm  near  Suters- 
ville  in  September,  1886,  it  was  stated  that 
there  were  at  that  time,  in  the  family  and  con- 
nections, twenty-one  bearing  the  name  of  John, 
nineteen  bearing  the  name  of  James,  and  nine 
that  of  William.  At  this  reunion  eight  hun- 
dred guests,  direct  descendants  or  connections 
of  the  Guffey  family,  were  present.  A  sketch 
of  the  family,  that  had  been  prepared  for  that 
memorable  occasion,  was  read  by  Frank 
Guffey;  and  many  interesting  reminiscences 
were  recalled.  Since  the  time  of  the  first 
William  Guffey  the  family  have  stoutly  ad- 
hered to  the  Presbyterian  belief,  and  many 
of  them  have  occupied  official  positions  in  that 
church.  The  men  of  the  family  have  been 
noted  for  their  adherence  to  the  political 
principles  of  Thomas  Jefferson  ;  and  it  is 
said  that  at  one  time  there  were  thirty-two 
of  the  family  who  voted  in  one  precinct,  sup- 
porting the  same  candidates.  The  family 
ranks  among  the  pioneers  of  the  lower  river 
coal  trade.  The  second  salt  well  in  this 
locality  was  drilled  by  a  Guffey  in  1831,  the 
first  one  having  been  drilled  in  1824,  near 
what  is  now  Guffey's  Station,  by  William 
Campbell,  a  relative. 


John  Guffey,  the  father  of  Frank  H.  Guffey 
and  a  grandson  of  Squire  John  Guffey  and  of 
Elder  Robert  Campbell,  was  born  January  4, 
1825,  on  the  old  home  plantation  in  West- 
moreland County.  After  reaching  maturity, 
he  removed  to  Allegheny  County,  and  became 
engaged  e.xtensively  in  farming  and  other  lines 
of  business,  in  which  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful, and  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-two  is 
now  enjoying  a  well-earned  rest  after  a  long 
and  busy  life. 

Flis  wife,  in  maidenhood  Catherine  Stoner, 
born  June  12,  1S32,  is  a  member  of  the  large 
and  influential  family  of  that  name  in  Western 
Pennsylvania,  whose  ancestors  removed  from 
Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1782,  and 
settled  in  Westmoreland  County,  where  their 
descendants  to  the  number  of  about  one  thou- 
sand now  reside. 

The  youth  of  T'rank  H.  Guffey  was  passed 
on  his  father's  farm.  In  1879  ^^^  entered 
Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  and  gradu- 
ated at  Lafayette  College  four  years  later. 
Twice  during  his  course  he  represented  his 
literary  society  as  orator,  and  at  graduation 
was  the  orator  of  bis  class.  In  1SS3  he  en- 
tered the  law  office  of  Thomas  C.  Lazear  in 
Pittsburg,  and  in  the  following  year  he  at- 
tended the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania.  In  June,  1S86,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  Since  he  began  practice  in 
this  city  he  has  won  a  reputation  as  an  able 
and  conservative  counsellor.  In  religion  he  is 
a  Presbyterian  and  a  Democrat.  Mr.  Guffey 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  of  Delta 
Kappa  Epsilon  Society,  and  of  several  clubs. 


RRIN    WINSLOW   SADLER,    M.D., 

the   noted    oculist    and    aurist   of    this 
county,  has  been   located   at   his   pres- 
ent office  in  Pittsburg  for  more  than  a  score  of 
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years,  and  has  treated  twenty-two  thousand 
cases  of  eye  or  ear  disease.  He  was  born  Jan- 
nary  2,  1843,  in  Onondaga  County,  New  York, 
a  son  of  William  Dexter  and  Nancy  (Spier) 
Sadler.  The  Sadlers  are  of  English  origin, 
the  emigrant  ancestor  having  been  John  Sad- 
ler, who  came  to  New  England  during  the 
French  and  Indian  wars,  locating  in  Massachu- 
setts, where  his  death  occurred  in  1785.  Be- 
sides three  sons  —  John,  Joshua,  and  Noah  — 
he  had  four  daughters.  One  of  the  latter  be- 
came the  wife  of  the  Rev.  John  Cross,  a  Pres- 
byterian minister;  another  married  Joseph 
Baker;  the  third  married  A.  Little;  and  the 
youngest  married  Joshua  Porter.  Joshua  Sad- 
ler was  born  September  26,  1766.  On  Sep- 
tember 17,  1784,  he  married  Phoebe  Critten- 
den, who  was  born  April  6,  176S.  They 
reared  eleven  children,  of  whom  William,  the 
eldest,  born  May  28,  1786,  was  the  next  in 
line  of  descent. 

William  Sadler,  who  took  part  in  the  later 
Indian  wars,  had  many  narrow,  escapes  from 
capture  and  death.  Oftentimes,  hiding  in  the 
brush,  the  redskins  passed  so  closely  to  him 
that  he  could  feel  their  breath.  On  one  occa- 
sion, when  obliged  to  remain  hidden  three 
days,  he  had  no  food  but  the  flesh  of  a  squirrel 
that  he  caught.  On  November  16,  1816,  he 
married  Huldah  Rice,  whose  five  children  by 
him  were  born  as  follows:  William  Dexter, 
on  November  ii,  1817;  Almira,  December 
17,  1819;  Joseph,  February  20,  1822;  Austin, 
August  16,  1828;  and  Mary,  February  2, 
1832.  Of  these  Austin  enlisted  in  the  regu- 
lar army  of  the  United  States,  serving  at  first 
on  the  western  frontier  in  New  Mexico,  being 
afterward  with  General  McClellan  before 
Richmond  in  the  late  Rebellion.  Participat- 
ing in  the  battle  of  Antietam,  he  was  killed 
September  17,  1862,  after  fourteen  consecutive 
years  of  army  service.      William  Dexter  Sadler 


removed  from  New  York  to  the  West  in  1846, 
going  by  the  Erie  Canal  and  the  Lakes  to 
Kenosha,  Wis.,  and  thence  to  Millburn,  111. 
Here  he  lived  until  1869,  when  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Marshalltown,  la.,  which 
was  the  home  of  himself  and  wife  for  twenty- 
one  years,  and  where  they  celebrated  the  fif- 
tieth anniversary  of  their  wedding.  They 
subsequently  came  to  Pittshurg,  where  the 
death  of  Mr.  Sadler  occurred  December  28, 
1892.  He  married  Nancy  Spier  on  January 
19,  1842,  and  by  her  became  the  father  of 
three  children,  namely:  Orrin  W.,  the  subject 
of  this  biography;  Alphonso  S.,  now  of  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.  ;  and  a  daughter  that  died  in  in- 
fancy.     The  mother  resides  with  Dr.   Sadler. 

Orrin  Winslow  Sadler  was  brought  up  to 
farming  pursuits  in  the  agricultural  commu- 
nity to  which  his  parents  removed  when  be  was 
very  young.  In  August,  1864,  he  enlisted  as 
a  volunteer  for  service  in  the  Civil  War. 
Subsequently,  while  in  Camp  Butler,  he  con- 
tracted a  sickness  from  which  he  but  partly 
recovered,  and  was  discharged  April  4,  1865. 
He  then  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  D.  B.  Tay- 
lor, of  Millburn,  111.,  and  entered  the  Michi- 
gan University.  Here  he  received  a  certificate 
for  proficiency  in  chemistry,  besides  com- 
pleting the  medical  course.  He  was  subse- 
quently graduated  from  the  North-western 
University  of  Chicago,  111.  While  in  Chi- 
cago he  attended  a  private  course  of  clinics  on 
the  eye  and  ear,  to  which  he  now  devotes  his 
exclusive  attention.  He  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Dodge  County,  Minnesota, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  The  Doctor 
then  came  to  Pennsylvania,  locating  in  Titus- 
ville,  and  devoting  himself  almost  entirely  to 
diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose,  and  throat  for 
the  next  two  years.  In  1874  he  came  to 
Pittsburg,  and  in  the  following  year  estab- 
lished   himself    in   his    present    office.      Since 


JUNIUS    A.    McCORMlCK. 
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then  bis  success  as  a  specialist  has  been  un- 
precedented. 

On  May  7,  1867,  Dr.  Sadler  married  Miss 
Emma  Josephine  Slocum,  daughter  of  George 
W.  S.  Slocum,  who  traces  his  ancestry  back  to 
1500.  The  ceremony  was  performed  in  Man- 
torville,  Uodge  County,  Minn.,  by  the  Rev. 
P.  S.  Ruth.  The  Doctor  and  Mr.s.  .Sadler 
have  five  children  —  George  Dexter,  I.ucy 
Belle,  Orrin  Winslow,  Jr.,  Samuel  Slocum,  and 
Mary  Josephine.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of 
the  Heptasophs  and  of  the  G.  A.  R.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a  loyal  Republican.  Both  he  and 
his  family  are  Episcopalians.  Mrs.  Sadler  is 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Daughters 
of  the  Revolution,  National  No.  736. 


'UNIUS  A.  McCORMICK,  a  dealer  in 
general  machinery  and  a  prominent 
business  man  of  Pittsburg,  was  born  in 
Allegheny  City,  March  10,  1840,  son  of  John 
and  Bridget  (Menan)  McCormick.  The 
father,  born  in  Donegal  County,  Ireland, 
about  the  year  1805,  received  his  early  train- 
ing there.  When  quite  a  young  man,  he  emi- 
grated to  Philadelphia,  and  there  learned  the 
blacksmith's  trade.  Then  for  four  years  he 
was  foreman  of  shops.  Afterward  he  came  to 
Pittsbui-g  and  worked  for  Mr.  Leach,  one  of  the 
old  firms,  in  the  building  of  engines  and  ma- 
chinery. His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1810, 
bore  him  two  children  —  Junius  A.  and  Laura. 
Laura  is  now  Mrs.  John  Devine,  of  Pittsburg. 
The  father  died  in  1844,  of  yellow  fever 
caught  in  the  South.  The  mother's  death  oc- 
curred in  1867. 

After  attending  the  First  Ward  schools  of 
Allegheny  for  a  short  time,  Junius  A.  McCor- 
mick, being  then  an  orphan,  went  to  work  in 
Bakewell's  glass  house  at  the  age  of  nine 
years.       Here    his    working    day    lasted    from 


12  M.  to  12  P.M.,  and  his  wages  were  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  week.  In  a  short 
time,  however,  he  found  other  employment, 
which  permitted  of  his  attendance  at  an  even- 
ing school ;  and  in  time  he  acquired  a  good  edu- 
cation. About  the  year  1857  he  went  to  work 
for  John  Warden.  In  this  employment  Will- 
iam Warden,  afterward  in  the  Standard  Oil 
Company,  was  a  fellow- workman.  After  serv- 
ing an  apprenticeship  here  for  three  years,  Mr. 
Warden  having  sold  the  business,  Mr.  McCor- 
mick went  as  assistant  engineer  in  the  old 
Clinton  Blast  Furnace,  now  out  of  existence, 
which  was  the  first  one  built  in  Allegheny 
County  to  use  coke,  and  one  of  the  first  to  take 
the  initiative  in  the  modern  way  of  making  cast 
iron.  While  Mr.  McCormick  was  there,  the 
enterprise  seemed  to  be  an  entire  failure,  for 
the  reason  that  the  coke  used  was  made  from 
coal  taken  out  of  Coal  Hill,  containing  too 
large  a  percentage  of  sulphur,  and  rendering 
the  iron  inferior  and  unsalable.  About  the 
time  this  was  discovered,  Mr.  Kelley,  who  had 
a  charcoal  furnace  in  Kentucky,  and  who  later 
became  known  among  iron  men  the  world 
over,  came  to  Pittsburg,  claiming  to  have  dis- 
covered a  process  that  would  refine  the  iron  in 
the  furnace  well  before  casting.  This  process 
consisted  in  introducing  a  cold  blast  of  air, 
lasting  for  fifteen  or  twentv  minutes,  into  the 
molten  iron,  and  thereby  burning  out  the  sul- 
phur and  other  impurities.  The  first  experi- 
mental test  at  the  furnace  produced  iron  equal 
to  any  in  the  world  at  that  time.  The  second 
test  was  not  quite  so  successful,  and  after  the 
first  dozen  blowings  the  quality  of  the  iron 
was  not  improved.  This  was  because  the  prod- 
ucts of  combustion  had  been  blown  up  into 
the  burthen  of  the  furnace  and  there  retained, 
preventing  further  purification.  This  process 
was  patented,  and  was  the  principle  of  the  proc- 
ess of  manufacturing  Bessemer  steel.      When 


352 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


it  came  into  use  here,  Mr.  Kelley  was  paid  a 
royalty  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  ton. 
Had  Mr.  Kellc}'  only  poured  the  molten  metal 
into  a  receiver  and  then  blown  the  cold  air 
into  it,  his  process  would  have  been  a  success, 
and  his  name,  instead  of  Bessemer's,  would 
have  been  forever  associated  with  the  manu- 
facture of  steel.  Mr.  Kelley,  however,  made 
a  fortune  from  his  patent.  The  furnace  prov- 
ing a  failure,  its  owners  went  to  Connellsville 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  coke,  by 
the  use  of  which  they  were  also  able  to  make 
cast  iron  of  a  satisfactory  cjuality.  This  was 
what  opened  up  the  Connellsville  coke  region, 
now'  one  of  the  largest  industrial  centres  in 
Western  Pennsylvania. 

When  the  Clinton  Furnace  was  shut  down, 
Mr.  McCormick  went  as  engineer  on  river 
boats,  plying  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi,  and 
was  employed  in  that  way  until  March,  1S62. 
He  then  made  application  to  Chief  Engineer 
Beckerstaff  of  the  United  States  Navy,  in 
charge  of  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  and  ob- 
tained an  appointment  as  third  assistant  en- 
gineer, and  was  assigned  to  the  United  States 
gunboat  ''Naumkeag."  Before  his  commis- 
sion had  been  forwarded  from  Washington,  he 
was  promoted  to  the  post  of  second  engineer. 
In  1864  he  was  made  first  assistant  in  charge 
of  United  States  steamer  "Abona, "  in  which 
capacity  he  served  until  the  fall  of  Richmond, 
when  he  resigned.  His  boats  were  in  active 
fights  in  an  engagement  on  White  River,  at 
Clarion,  with  the  rebel  General  Shelby,  who 
had  captured  the  gunboat  "Queen  City." 
The  "Naumkeag"  succeeded  in  recapturing 
one  of  the  guns,  though  the  boat  had  been 
destroyed.  In  the  summer  of  1S63  Mr.  Mc- 
Cormick was  sent  in  charge  of  an  expedition 
up  the  Kanawah  River  to  destroy  all  the  salt 
works.  He  was  also  at  the  fall  of  Vicksburg, 
July  4,   1863,  took   part    in   an    engagement   on 


the  Tennessee  River,  and  was  on  the  first  ex- 
pedition up  the  Arkansas  River  in  1864.  In 
1863  his  boat  followed  General  Morgan  from 
Evansville  to  Parkersburg,  in  order  to  prevent 
him  from  crossing  the  river.  After  resigning, 
Mr.  McCormick  came  home,  having  won  an 
honorable  record,  and  being  senior  engineer  of 
the  squadron.  Subsequently  his  resignation 
was  revoked,  and  a  three  months'  leave  of 
absence  was  granted  him,  he  being  notified 
that  the  department  desired  him  to  continue  in 
the  service.  However,  after  the  expiration  of 
his  leave  of  absence,  he  asked  for  and  ob- 
tained an  honorable  discharge.  Thereafter  he 
was  engaged  in  engineering  until  1869.  P'rom 
1869  to  1873  Mr.  McCormick  was  with 
Phillips  &  Cluley,  engaged  in  the  manufact- 
ure of  steam-pumps.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  H.  D.  Hub- 
bard &  Co.,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing 
steam-pumps  in  all  forms.  As  this  was  when 
the  steam-pump  business  was  new  and  there 
was  an  enormous  demand,  the  business  was  very 
successful.  The  firm  sold  out  to  H.  D.  Mc- 
Knight  &  Co.  in  1S83.  Since  that  time  Mr. 
McCormick  has  been  very  successful  in  busi- 
ness alone,  handling  general  machinery,  in- 
cluding engines,  pumps,  and  boilers.  At  first 
his  stand  was  on  Market  Street.  Since  1886 
he  has  been  at  318  First  Avenue.  His  larg- 
est sales  have  been  made  in  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, Eastern  Ohio,  and  Virginia.  It  is 
claimed  that  Mr.  McCormick  has  been  longer 
in  this  particular  line  of  business  than  any 
one  in  Pittsburg. 

Mr.  McCormick  is  also  intei'ested  in  the 
Pittsburg  &  Mexican  Tin  Mining  Company,  of 
which  he  is  the  president,  and  in  the  Pittsburg 
Gold  Mining  Company,  of  which  he  is  the 
vice-president.  He  has  four  times  visited 
Mexico,  and  is  well  acquainted  in  that  coun- 
try.     In   politics   Mr.    McCormick   has  always 
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been  a  zealous  Republican,  and  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln; 
but  he  is  a  jjarty  man  in  the  extreme  sense. 
He  is  a  member  of  Veteran  Legion  L,  the  first 
one  ever  started. 

In  1 868  Mr.  McCormick  married  Miss  Mary 
Pope,  daughter  of  James  Pope,  an  old  resident 
of  Allegheny.  His  children  are:  Ella,  now  a 
Sister  of  Mercy;  Laura,  the  wife  of  Wilbur 
Bain,  of  Pittsburg;  Adelaide,  also  a  Sister  of 
Mercy;  Pollard,  who  is  mining  in  Me.xico; 
Junius  A.,  Jr.,  who  is  with  his  brother  Pol- 
lard; Grace  and  Ruth,  who  are  attending 
school;  and  Eleanor  Veronica  and  Esther. 
The  family  are  members  of  St.  Mary's  Roman 
Catholic  Church  of  Mount  Washington.  Mr. 
McCormick  is  one  of  the  original  members  of 
Columbus  Club,  and  was  for  years  a  director  of 
that  organization. 


(^YOHN  SANKEY,  who  for  many  years  was 
a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  San- 
key  Brothers,  brick  manufacturers  of 
Pittsburg,  was  born  in  1S37,  near  Pottsville, 
Schuylkill  County,  son  of  Francis  and  Mary 
(Jackson)  Sankey.  The  father  was  born  in 
Shropshire,  England,  the  home  of  his  ances- 
tors, and  where  he  learned  the  coal  mining 
business.  He  married  Mary  Jackson,  of 
Lancashire,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
June  of  the  year  ,1836.  They  went  to  Potts- 
ville by  the  canals,  and  there  he  followed  coal 
mining  until  the  fall  of  1847.  Then,  packing 
his  household  effects  in  a  country  wagon,  he 
came  by  way  of  Halifax,  Hollidaysburg,  and 
Johnstown  to  Pittsburg,  part  of  the  journey 
being  made  by  canal.  Here  Mr.  Sankey  es- 
tablished himself  as  a  coal  miner  on  the  South 
Side.  Later  in  life,  in  association  with  his 
sons  on  contract,  he  opened  the  coal  shaft  on 
Hillside  for   Messrs.    Jones   &    Laughlin,  who 


started  their  works  on  the  South  Side  in  1858. 
He  managed  the  shaft  for  fifteen  years,  until 
within  two  years  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1870.  They  had  six  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  five  sons  and  four  daughters 
reached  maturity.  These  were :  Hannah,  now 
Mrs.  Turner;  Mary,  the  wife  of  George  D. 
Siebert ;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  William  Vogel,  of 
Pittsburg;  William,  Thomas,  and  John,  the 
three  original  members  of  the  firm  of  Sankey 
Brothers;  Francis,  who  served  in  the  Civil 
War  with  the  Sixty-sixth  Regiment  of  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  and  was  killed  in  1862  at 
Gaines's  Mill,  while  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral McClellan ;  Matthew,  who  belonged  to 
the  same  regiment,  who  died  in  the  service  in 
1861  ;  and  Martha,  who  married  Thomas 
Davidson,  and  died  thirty-nine  years  ago. 
The  mother  died  in  August,  1895,  aged 
eighty-four  years.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Bingham  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

John  Sankey's  educational  opportunities 
were  meagre.  While  mining  with  his  father, 
and  when  engaged  in  other  employments,  he 
found  it  possible  to  attend  evening  school,  and 
in  this  way  picked  up  a  knowledge  of  book- 
keeping and  some  other  subjects.  On  April  i, 
i860,  John  and  William  Sankey  opened  a 
small  hand  brick-yard  on  the  McClurg  prop- 
erty. Later,  upon  coming  of  age,  Thomas 
was  taken  into  the  firm.  Their  factory  at  first 
turned  out  from  nine  hundred  thousand  to  one 
million  bricks  yearly,  with  what  was  called  a 
two-gang  yard,  this  being  all  hand-work.  In 
P>bruary,  1877,  a  machine  was  put  into  the 
works  that  made  good  brick  and  gave  practical 
results.  Owing  to  a  prejudice  created  by  the 
failure  of  other  machines  to  do  what  was  prom- 
ised on  their  behalf  about  ten  years  before,  the 
Sankey  Brothers  were  left  the  sole  manufact- 
urers of  machine-made  brick  for  several  years. 
They  employed   two   machines,  each   of  which 
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turned  out  five  million  bricks  yearly.  They 
have  since  added  a  press  machine  for  pressed 
brick,  making  high-grade  and  fancy-shaped 
brick.  It  is  claimed  that  the  firm  has  made 
more  brick  than  any  other  firm  in  the  Alle- 
gheny County,  controlling  the  best  trade  and 
producing  the  finest  article  made.  Mr.  San- 
key  remained  in  partnership  with  his  brothers 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  introduc- 
ing new  features  and  enlarging  the  business  in 
different  ways.  In  18S2  he  bought  a  large 
tract  of  ground  on  the  corner  of  Thirty-third 
and  Carson  Streets,  and  here  erected  a  beauti- 
ful house  surrounded  by  a  fine  lawn  and  splen- 
did trees.  Just  prior  to  his  death  he  was 
school  director  in  the  Twenty-fifth  Ward,  and 
he  held  the  office  of  treasurer  at  the  time  the 
Twenty-fifth  Ward  School  was  built.  He 
served  during  the  last  ten  months  of  the  Civil 
War  in  Company  L,  Fifth  Heavy  Artillery, 
his  brother  William  conducting  the  business 
during  his  absence. 

On  November  10,  1861,  Mr.  Sankey  mar- 
ried Miss  Fannie  F.  Dick,  of  Pittsburg.  Her 
father,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  brought 
here  while  young,  married  Miss  Rebecca  Bar- 
rett, of  Pittsburg.  He  was  a  fine  pattern- 
maker, working  in  the  old  Faber's  shop,  which 
used  to  stand  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
Union  Depot.  Mr.  Dick  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight,  leaving  two  other  children, 
namely:  Frank  Dick,  who  now  lives  at  Taren- 
tum  ;  and  Rebecca,  now  Mrs.  George  Gibson, 
of  Braddock.  The  mother  died  three  years 
after  her  husband.  Mr.  Sankey  died  Decem- 
ber 28,  1884,  leaving  seven  children — Francis 
M.,  Mary  J.,  Martha  R.,  Edwin  W.,  Jessie 
B. ,  Olive  A.,  and  John  I.  Francis  M.,  now 
a  member  of  the  firm  .Sankey  Brothers,  mar- 
ried Emma  Girard.  Mary  J.  is  now  Mrs. 
Kurtz.  Martha  R.  married  Mr.  Porter.  The 
Porters    have    three    children,    named     Byron 


S.,  Mildred  M.,  and  Jean  Luella.  John  I. 
was  about  six  months  old  at  the  death  of  his 
father.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sankey  were  early 
members  of  the  Eighteenth  Street  Methodist 
Protestant  Church.  He  often  served  the  so- 
ciety as  steward  and  in  other  responsible  ca- 
pacities. His  children  were  brought  up  in  the 
Sunday-schoof  where  he  was  a  teacher  and  for 
many  years  the  assistant  superintendent. 


APTAIN  ALFRED  EPHRAIM 
HUNT,  a  distinguished  civil  and 
metallurgical  engineer,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Pittsburg  Reduction  Company  and 
the  vice-chairman  and  treasurer  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Testing  Laboratory  Company,  Limited, 
was  born  in  East  Douglass,  Mass.,  March  31, 
1855,  son  of  Leander  Batchelor  and  Mary  E. 
Hunt.  On  his  father's  side  he  belongs  to  the 
eighth  generation  descended  from  William 
Hunt.  This  ancestor  in  1635  came  from 
Salisbury,  England,  and  became  one  of  the 
original  settlers  of  the  town  of  Concord,  Mass. 
Another  ancestor  served  with  distinction  as 
an  officer  in  Jackson's  Additional  Continental 
Regulars  during  the  American  Revolution. 
Captain  Hunt's  paternal  grandfather  was  the 
founder  of  the  works  in  Douglass,  Mass., 
where  were  manufactured  the  celebrated 
Hunt's  axes  and  other  edged  tools  for  many 
years.  On  the  mother's  side  the  Captain 
traces  his  descent  directly  from  the  Rev.  Peter 
Thacher,  at  one  time  the  rector  of  St.  Ed- 
mund's Church,  Salisbury,  England.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Thacher,  who  came  over  from  Eng- 
land in  1635,  settling  in  Massachusetts,  joined 
the  Nonconformists,  and  became  first  pastor 
of  the  Old  South  Meeting-house  in  Boston. 
His  son.  Colonel  John  Thacher,  married  Re- 
becca, a  daughter  of  Governor  Winslow,  and 
was    Captain    Hunt's    lineal    ancestor    in    the 
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eighth  generation  back.  The  Thacher  family 
has  always  been  noted  for  the  number  of 
clergymen  it  has  prodiiced,  and  for  its  promi- 
nent connection  with  the  public  interests  of 
the  country  since  Colonial  times. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Hunt,  the  mother  of  Captain 
Hunt,  has  long  been  identified  with  and  was 
the  originator  of  the  scientific  temperance 
education  laws.  In  both  the  national  and 
international  temperance  organizations  of 
women  she  is  at  the  head  of  the  department 
for  the  promotion  of  scientific  temperance 
instruction  in  the  schools.  Mrs.  Hunt's  work 
is  too  well  known  to  need  eulogy  here.  It 
will  be  interesting,  however,  to  cite  the  tes- 
timony of  her  son  to  the  fact  that,  notwith- 
standing her  active  participation  in  outside 
affairs,  her  home  duties  have  in  no  degree 
suffered  neglect  thereby.  She  has  been,  first 
of  all,  a  devoted  mother  to  her  children;  and 
her  work,  great  as  it  is,  has  not  been  carried 
on  at  the  expense  of  the  claims  made  uj^on  her 
as  either  wife  or  mother. 

Captain  Hunt  was  educated  at  the  Roxbury 
High  School,  now  a  part  of  the  Boston  public- 
school  system,  and  at  the  Massachusetts  Insti- 
tute of  Technology.  He  graduated  from  the 
latter  in  1876,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bache- 
lor of  Science  from  the  department  of  metal- 
lurgy and  mining  engineering.  During  his 
student  days  and  for  some  time  after  gradua- 
tion he  was  connected  with  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey  and  with  a  number  of  pri- 
vate surveying  parties  engaged  in  topographi- 
cal and  railroad  work  in  the  West.  Later  he 
became  connected  with  the  Bay  State  Iron 
Works  of  South  Boston,  Mass.,  where  was 
manufactured  the  second  open-hearth  steel  fur- 
nace made  in  America.  At  the  suggestion  of 
Ralph  Crooker,  Sr. ,  the  general  manager  of 
the  concern,  who  is  one  of  the  best  known  of 
the    old    iron    masters   of    the    country,    young 


Hunt  went  to  Michigan  to  explore  for  iron 
ores.  Bringing  specimens  of  the  ore  to  Bos- 
ton, he  subjected  them  to  a  series  of  analyses, 
and  on  these  as  a  basis  made  the  first  report  on 
the  ore  of  the  Michigamme  mines,  one  of  the 
first  and  finest  finds  developed  in  the  wonderful 
iron  region  of  Northern  Michigan  and  Wiscon- 
sin. From  1877  to  1879  Captain  Hunt  was 
manager  and  chemist  of  the  Nashua  (N.H.) 
open-hearth  steel  works.  Then  he  came  to 
Pittsburg  as  superintendent  with  Park,  Brother 
&  Co.,  Limited.  Resigning  this  position  in 
1882,  he  forthwith  joined  Mr.  Clapp,  of  the 
firm  Park,  Brother  &  Co.,  and,  forming  the 
firm  of  Hunt  &  Clapp,  established  the  Pitts- 
burg Testing  Laboratory  for  the  physical  and 
chemical  testing  of  materials  and  the  in- 
spection of  iron  and  steel  structures,  now  a 
well-recognized  and  important  branch  of  engi- 
neering work.  Messrs.  Hunt  &  Clapp  have 
since  inspected  the  greater  number  of  the  im- 
portant metal  structures  built  during  the  last 
fifteen  years,  including  a  considerable  number 
of  bridges,  on  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri 
Rivers  and  the  bridge  over  the  Hudson  at 
Poughkeepsie.  At  the  end  of  ten  years  the 
business  had  increased  to  such  proportions  that 
in  1893  a  stock  company,  called  the  Pittsburg 
Testing  Laboratory  Company,  Limited,  with  a 
capital  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  was 
organized  to  purchase  it  from  the  firm  of  Hunt 
&  Clapp.  Captain  Hunt  has  gained  a  high 
reputation  as  an  authority  on  engineering, 
metallurgy,  and  chemical  analysis;  and  he  is 
frequently  summoned  to  the  courts  as  an  ex- 
pert in  these  sciences.  In  188S  he  organized 
the  Pittsburg  Reduction  Company  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  aluminum  according  to  the  proc- 
ess discovered  by  Charles  M.  Hall.  For- 
merly this  metal  sold  for  at  least  fifteen  dollars 
per  pound,  a  price  that  practically  placed  it 
among  the  precious  metals.      As  now  produced 
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by  the  Pittsburg  Reduction  Company,  it  can 
be  made  to  sell  for  thirty  or  forty  cents  a 
pound.  The  successful  completion  and  prac- 
tical development  of  the  Niagara  Falls  Works 
of  the  company  give  promise  of  a  still  lower 
price  in  the  near  future.  Since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  company  its  president  and  general 
manager  has  been  Captain  Hunt,  to  whose 
energy,  judgment,  skill,  and  enterprise  the 
rapid  growth  of  its  business  must  be  largely 
credited.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  his 
name  will  be  associated  for  all  time  with  the 
artificial  production  of  this  metal,  which, 
according  to  some  scientists,  is  destined  t(j 
play  so  large  and  important  a  part  in  com- 
merce as  to  give  the  world  an  aluminum  age. 

The  manufacture  of  aluminum  may  be  con- 
sidered the  fourth  epoch-making  enterprise  in 
which  the  Captain  has  been  a  prime  mover. 
The  others  were  the  opening  of  the  iron 
mines  in  Michigan,  the  adoption  of  the  open- 
hearth  process  in  the  manufacture  of  steel,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  commercial  testing  lab- 
oratory. His  services  to  the  industrial  sci- 
ences have  been  recognized  by  many  scientific 
and  engineering  societies  of  this  country  and 
of  Great  Britain,  several  of  which  have  con- 
ferred on  him  official  positions  in  their  re- 
spective organizations.  He  is  connected  with 
the  American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers, 
is  a  fellow  of  the  American  Society  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science,  and  a  member  of  the 
American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  The 
Norman  gold  medal  of  the  latter  was  awarded 
him  in  1894,  for  the  best  paper  on  engineer- 
ing at  the  famous  competition  of  the  Chicago 
Exhibititm.  Captain  Hunt  is  also  a  member 
of  the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engi- 
neers, the  American  Chemical  Society,  the 
Iron  and  Steel  Institute  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  Institute  of  Engineers  of  Great  Britain; 
and  he  is  the  author  of  many  valuable  papers 


on  scientific  subjects.  Captain  Hunt  derives 
his  title  from  the  fact  that  for  over  ten  years 
he  commanded  a  battery  of  light  artillery  of 
the  National  Guard  of  Pennsylvania.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1878,  he  married  Miss  Maria  T.  Mc- 
Ouesten,  of  Nashua,  N.H.  ;  and  he  has  one 
child,  Roy  Arthur  Hunt. 


fffltAMES  C.  KENNEDY,  M.D.,  a  prom- 
inent physician  of  Pittsburg,  was  born 
in  Beaver  County,  October  4,  1833, 
son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Clowes)  Ken- 
nedy. The  paternal  grandfather  came  from 
Ireland  with  his  family. 

Thomas  Kennedy,  who  was  born  in  this 
country,  follow'ed  the  callings  of  blacksmith 
and  stone-cutter,  and  during  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  that  of  teacher.  His  death  occurred 
at  the  age  of  forty-two.  His  wife  bore  him 
the  following  children:  Eleanor,  the  wife  of 
John  Hurrell,  a  coal  merchant  of  McKeesport ; 
Mary  Ann,  the  wife  of  George  Taxford,  of 
Springdale,  who  works  in  the  glue  factory; 
Thomas  Wesley,  a  retired  blacksmith  of 
McKeesport;  Dr.  Kennedy,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Alexander  Mabury,  a  collector  for 
Gately  &  Co.  in  Pittsburg;  and  John,  who 
died  fourteen  days  after  his  birth.  The 
mother  died  in  1883,  aged  eighty-three  years. 
James  C.  Kennedy  resided  successively 
until  1851  in  Beaver,  Butler,  Lawrence,  and 
Allegheny  Counties,  and  subsequent  to  that 
date  in  Pittsburg  and  the  vicinity.  On  Au- 
gust 6,  1 861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry, 
Colonel  Alexander  Hays.  He  was  detailed 
as  regimental  hospital  ward  master,  and  after- 
ward ward  master  in  the  General  Hospital. 
He  received  an  honorable  discharge  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1862,  when  he  returned 
to  Pittsburg  and  became  Postmaster  at  Sharps- 
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burg,  AJlegheny  County.  Afterward  he  be- 
came the  ag'ent  for  the  Hahnemann  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  in  Pittsburg,  continuing  with 
this  company  until  he  entered  college.  After 
graduating  from  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Philadelphia  in  1S71,  he  established 
himself  on  the  South  Side  in  Pittsburg.  He 
had  been  in  practice  here  for  several  years 
when  he  removed  to  New  Albany,  Ind.  At 
the  end  of  four  years  he  returned  to  Pittsburg, 
and  opened  his  present  office  in  March,  1889. 
November  22,  1854,  Dr.  Kennedy  first  mar- 
ried Miss  Alice  Clowes.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  died  in  early  life.  The 
mother  died  in  January,  1865.  The  Doctor 
contracted  a  second  marriage  July  i,  1867, 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  McCoy,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  McCoy.  Of  the  eight  children  born 
of  this  union  three  are  now  living:  Howard 
Orlanda  Melancthon  Kennedy,  of  the  carbon 
steel  works,  Pittsburg;  Anna  Adaline  Ger- 
trude; and  Grace  Evelina.  Adaline  is  at 
present  attending  the  high  school.  Dr. 
Kennedy  is  a  comrade  of  the  G.  A.  R.  A 
member  of  the  First  Brethren  Church,  he  is 
an  earnest  worker  in  the  Sunday-school,  ex- 
celling as  a  teacher;  and  his  Bible  class  for 
teachers  is  very  popular.  The  Doctor  has  al- 
ways been  a  Republican  until  recent  years. 
He  is  now  a  pronounced  Prohibitionist,  and 
fights  liquor  with  the  same  spirit  that  he 
fought  slavery  in  the  old  days.  He  is  a  man 
of  strong  character,  of  pleasing  personal  ap- 
pearance, and  worthy  in  all  relations  of  life. 


ILLIAM  A.  SCOTT,  the  well-known 
brick  manufacturer,  born  in  Pitts- 
burg, September  17,  i860,  son  of 
William  A.  and  Elizabeth  (Morris)  Scott, 
descends  from  the  same  ancestry  that  gave  Sir 
Walter  Scott  to  the  world.      John    and    Mary 


(Innes)  Scott,  his  paternal  great-grandparents, 
were  Presbyterians  of  the  strictest  sort.  John 
Scott  was  a  music  teacher,  a  man  of  culture 
and  agreeable  manners. 

John's  son,  Walter,  the  grandfather  of  Will- 
iam  A.,    was   born    in   Moffat,    Dumfriesshire, 
Scotland,  October  31,    1796.      Of  Walter,  who 
gave    evidence    of    a    decided    musical    talent 
when  a  youth,    it   is   related   that,    having  no 
money  at  the    time,    when  solicited   for  alms 
by  a  blind  beggar,  he  sang  in  the  public  place 
where  he  was,    quickly  attracting  a  crowd   by 
his  fine  voice  and  Scotch  song,  and  when  done 
he    passed    his    hat    among  his  audience,    ob- 
tained   a  good   collection,    and  gave  it  to  the 
poor  man.      After   receiving   his  education   in 
the    University    of    Edinburgh,    he    came    to 
America,  arriving  in  New  York  City  in  July, 
181S.      He    obtained    the     position    of    Latin 
tutor  in    a  classical   academy.      After  a  short 
time    he    made    his    way    on     foot    to    West- 
ern Pennsylvania;  and  in    1819  he  became  an 
assistant    in   a    Pittsburg    academy,    where    he 
was  associated  with    George   Forrester.      Here 
it  was  that  he  first  became  convinced   that   re- 
ligionists   were    not   following   Bible    lines   in 
their  lives,  and  he  decided  to  do  what  he  could 
to    restore    primitive    Christianity.       To    this 
work  he  gave  the  rest  of  his  life,  accomplish- 
ing a  great  deal.      He  became  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  Thomas  and  Alexander  Campbell. 
As  a  preacher  Walter  Scott  had  -few   equals, 
and     he    planted    many    churches      on      Bible 
grounds.      His  life  was  a  veritable  benediction 
to  thousands,  his  example  a  rare  one.     Among 
his  children  was  William  A.,  who   engaged    in 
the  manufacture  of  brick  in  Pittsburg.      Will- 
iam  was  a  man   of    sterling    integrity   and   an 
ardent     Christian.        He     married     Elizabeth 
Morris. 

William    A.    Scott,    Jr.,     obtained    a    good 
business  education   in   the  Western   University 
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of  Pennsylvania.  He  became  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  manufacture  of  fire  brick,  and 
has  now  an  interest  in  the  Iron  City  Fire  Brick 
Company  (Incorporated)  and  in  the  Canons- 
burg  Iron  and  Steel  Company.  Mr.  Scott  is  an 
energetic  business  man  and  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church,  in  which  he  is  most  active. 
For  his  worth  of  character  he  is  held  in  high 
esteem  by  all  who  know  him.  On  June  28, 
1883,  he  married  Miss  Emma,  daughter  of 
Charles  Meyran.  They  had  three  daughters: 
Helen  Meyran,  now  deceased;  Ruth  Fulton; 
and  Elizabeth   Harden. 


-OHN  F.  COOPER,  M.D.,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  physi- 
cians of  Allegheny  City,  having  his 
office  at  his  home,  105  Arch  Street,  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  medical  fra- 
ternity of  Allegheny  County  for  twoscore  and 
five  years.  In  this  time  he  has  built  up  a 
large  practice,  and  in  some  of  the  leading 
families  of  this  locality  he  has  been  a  friend, 
confidant,  and  counsellor,  as  well  as  medical 
adviser,  to  two,  three,  and  even  to  four  gener- 
ations. He  was  born  September  25,  1822,  in 
East  Liverpool,  Ohio,  son  of  Philip  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Hamilton)  Cooper,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  latter  of 
Virginia.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Philip 
Cooper,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany,  came 
with  his  parents  to  America  when  but  four 
years  old.  Philip  was  afterward  reared  in 
New  Jersey,  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
battle-ground  of  Monmouth.  He  followed 
farming  as  an  occupation,  brought  up  a  large 
family  of  children,  and  continued  his  resi- 
dence on  his  homestead  until  his  death  in 
1796,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-four 
years. 

Philip  Cooper  learned  the  carpenter's  trade 


in  his  youth.  In  1796  he  came  West,  locat- 
ing at  first  in  Williamsport,  now  Mononga- 
hela  City.  Two  years  later  he  removed  to 
Darlington,  Pa.,  going  thence  to  Ashtabula, 
Ohio,  which  was  his  home  for  nine  years.  In 
181 5  lie  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  settling  in 
Pittsburg,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until 
1 8 19,  when  he  transferred  his  residence  to 
East  Liverpool,  Ohio,  continuing  there  until 
1840.  Again  returning  to  this  State,  he  set- 
tled in  Beaver  County,  near  Philipsburg, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1879,  in  the 
eighty-sixth  year  of  his  age.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth,  who  was  of  English  descent  on  the 
father's  side,  survived  him,  living  until  1884, 
when  she  passed  away  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  Her  father,  Joseph  Ham- 
ilton, born  in  Pennsylvania,  was  a  farmer  for 
many  years  in  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  near 
East  Liverpool,  where  his  death  occurred 
when  he  was  fifty-six  years  old.  Of  her  eight 
children  John  F.,  Joseph,  Martha,  and  Har- 
riet are  living.  Martha  is  the  wife  of  John 
Zimmerly,  of  Beaver  County;  and  Harriet  is 
the  wife  of  Morris  Kinsey,  of  Denver,  Col. 
The  father  was  an  influential  man  in  Beaver 
County,  took  an  active  part  in  local  affairs, 
and  served  the  community  for  a  while  in  the 
capacities  of  County  Commissioner  and  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

John  F.  Cooper  lived  in  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  the  first  eighteen  years  of  his 
life.  He  attended  the  district  schools  for  the 
usual  period.  After  coming  to  Pennsylvania 
with  his  parents,  he  was  a  student  at  Beaver 
Academy,  which  he  entered  soon  after  moving 
to  the  county,  April  i,  1841.  On  leaving 
school  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  two 
years.  Within  this  period,  in  April,  1844, 
he  began  reading  medicine  with  Dr.  William 
Smith,  of  Hookstown.     He  subsequently  pur- 
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sued  his  medical  studies  at  the  Homoeopathic 
Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania  in  Philadel- 
phia, now  known  as  Hahnemann  Medical  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  graduated  in  1853.  He 
had  settled  in  Allegheny  on  April  i,  1848; 
and  in  1851,  two  years  prior  to  his  graduation, 
he  had  begun  the  practice  of  his  profession 
here.  Dr.  Cooper,  with  possibly  one  excep- 
tion, is  the  oldest  established  practitioner  in 
this  city,  where  he  has  had  a  long  and  honor- 
able career,  and  is  held  in  high  regard  as  a 
man,  a  citizen,  and  as  a  physician. 

Dr.  Cooper  was  married  April  3,  1844,  to 
Miss  Sarah  Johnson,  daughter  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Davis)  Johnson.  His  only  daugh- 
ter, Margaret  E.,  died  in  her  fourteenth  year. 
His  si.x  sons  are  all  living;  namely,  Philip 
L. ,  Henry,  John,  George,  William,  and  Sid- 
ney. Mrs.  Cooper  died  March  10,  1897,  in 
her  seventy-third  year.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  church.  In  addi- 
tion to  being  a  member  of  the  same  society, 
the  Doctor  is  one  of  its  trustees  and  a  busy 
worker  on  its  various  boards.  In  politics  he 
is  an  uncompromising  Republican. 


YgTENRY  A.  SPANGLER,  the  cashier 
r^  of  the  Third  National  Bank  of  Alle- 
J-^  V  ^  gheny,  was  born  on  Balkam  Street, 
September  10,  1840,  son  of  George  and  Lucy 
A,  (Schlotterbeck)  Spangler.  The  family 
came  from  Huguenot  stock.  Its  founders,  who 
were  natives  of  Alsace,  fled  to  this  country  to 
escape  persecution.  The  paternal  great-grand- 
father, born  in  Pennsylvania,  who  settled  near 
Reading,  Berks  County,  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  died  in  early  manhood  from  the 
effects  of  army  life,  leaving  a  large  family. 

George  Spangler,  who  was  a  merchant 
tailor,  came  to  Allegheny  about  1831.  He 
first    went    into    business   with    a    Mr.    Smith, 


but  the  partnership  was  soon  dissolved.  With 
the  exception  of  three  years  spent  in  Toledo, 
Ohio,  the  last  thirty-five  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  in  Allegheny  in  business  for 
himself.  He  died  in  1S67,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
two  years.  His  wife  survived  him  until 
1892,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-three. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Christian 
church.  Her  father,  Jacob  J.  Schlotterbeck, 
a  native  of  Virginia  and  a  shoemaker  by  trade, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  181 2.  A  resident 
of  Allegheny  since  about  the  year  1826,  he  was 
made  the  first  High  Constable  when  the  city 
was  incorporated.  He  died  here  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five.  Of  George  Spangler's  seven 
children  four  are, now  living,  namely:  Henry 
A.  and  George  C.  ;  Hannah  M.,  the  wife 
of  R.  F.  Ashworth;  and  Rachel,  the  wife  of 
Gomer  D.  Williams. 

Henry  A.  Spangler  ceased  to  attend  school 
in  Allegheny  when  thirteen  years  of  age.  On 
removing  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  with  his  father,  he 
became  a  newsboy  there.  Soon  afterward  he 
went  into  a  printer's  office  to  learn  the  trade. 
After  some  two  and  a  half  years'  time  spent 
there,  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  this  pur- 
pose because  of  ill  health,  and  became  a  sales- 
man in  a  leather  store.  At  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  the  Sixth 
Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery,  and  served 
eleven  months.  At  one  time  he  was  the  con- 
fidential clerk  of  General  Barnes.  Later, 
when  his  regiment  was  keeping  communica- 
tions open  between  Washington  City  and 
General  Grant,  he  took  part  in  a  number  of 
skirmishes  with  Mosby,  the  guerilla.  After 
the  war  Mr.  Spangler  kept  books  for  a  year  or 
two.  Then  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
William  H.  Graham,  and  went  into  the 
leather  business,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Graham  &  Spangler.  In  April,  1872,  Mr. 
Spangler  became   the    cashier    of    the    Dollar 
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Savings  Bank  of  Allegheny,  which  in  April, 
1875,  went  out  of  business.  He  then  became 
cashier  of  the  Third  National  Bank,  which 
commenced  business  at  the  date  last  named, 
and  has  served  in  that  capacity  for  twenty-two 
years. 

On  August  27,  1864,  Mr.  Spangler  married 
Margaret  Graham,  daughter  of  Harrison  and 
Elizabeth  (Thornley)  Graham.  They  have 
had  three  children,  of  whom  Mary  G.  died  in 
early  childhood.  The  son,  Harrison  G.,  mar- 
ried Nettie  G.  WatsOn,  and  has  two  children 
—  Robert  Watson  and  Leanore  S.  He  is  a 
book-keeper  with  the  McKinney  Manufactur- 
ing Company.  The  surviving  daughter, 
Elizabeth  T.,  married  Charles  S.  Frye. 
Both  parents  are  members  of  the  Christian 
church,  of  which  Mr.  Spangler  has  been  a 
Deacon  for  twenty-five  years.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Masonic 
-  fraternities,  and  a  comrade  of  the  Abe  Petter- 
sen  Post,  No.  88,  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  he  is  serving  on  the  Borough 
Council  of  Bellevue,  v/here  he  has  resided  for 
the  last  five  years.  He  was  a  School  Director 
in  Allegheny  for  three  years. 


LLIS  S.  MONTGOMERY,  M.D.,  a 
well-known  physician  of  Pittsburg, 
Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  was  born 
January  i,  i860,  near  Kittanning,  Armstrong 
County,  Pa.,  a  son  of  Thomas  Montgomery. 
He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  antecedents,  as,  accord- 
ing to  family  tradition,  the  first  ancestor 
known  to  history  was  General  Montgomery, 
a  member  of  the  first  band  of  Scots  to  leave 
their  native  hills  and  seek  homes  in  the  Emer- 
ald Isle,  anticipating  by  a  few  months  the 
migration  of  those  forced  to  flee  on  account 
of  religious  persecution.  The  Montgomerys 
were  an   industrious  and   thrifty  race,  and   in 


their  new  home  amassed  considerable  prop- 
erty, becoming  landed  proprietors  and  people 
of  influence. 

The  first  of  the  name  to  locate  in  America 
was  the  Doctor's  grandfather,  William  Mont- 
gomery, who  with  his  wife,  Mary  Braden 
Montgomery,  and  their  eight  children,  left 
the  port  of  Belfast  in  1839  on  the  ship  "Bol- 
ivar." After  a  tedious  voyage  of  seven 
weeks  and  three  days  they  landed  at  Quebec, 
Canada,  from  there  coming  by  boat  and  wagon 
to  Armstrong  County,  Pennsylvania,  whither 
some  of  their  fellow-countrymen  and  acquain- 
tances had  preceded  them.  On  the  way  thither 
one  of  the  children,  now  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Mont- 
gomery, of  Wilkinsburg,  fell  overboard,  and 
was  rescued  from  drowning  by  a  French  fisher- 
man who  chanced  to  be  near  by. 

Shortly  after  their  arrival  the  head  of  the 
family,  William,  declared  his  intention  of 
voting  at  the  next  election,  soon  to  occur. 
His  neighbors  laughed  at  his  remark,  and 
thought  to  poke  a  little  fun  at  the  "raw  Irish- 
man "  for  expecting  so  soon  to  exercise  the 
elective  franchise;  but  the  laugh  was  turned 
when  the  day  of  election  came,  as  he  cast  his 
ballot  under  a  law  of  181 2  regarding  the  rights 
of  aliens  to  vote,  with  which  he  had  acquainted 
himself  before  leaving  his  native  isle,  thus 
exemplifying  the  Irish  love  of  citizenship. 
William  Montgomery  was  a  man  of  energy  and 
ability,  everywhere  respected  for  his  excellent 
qualities  of  head  and  heart,  and  was  for  many 
years  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock  dealer, 
living  on  the  farm,  which  he  improved  until 
his  death  in  1S69,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty -six.  His  wife,  Mary  Braden,  lived 
but  ten  years  after  coming  to  America.  The 
record  of  their  children  is  thus  given:  Ann, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Francis  O'Brien; 
Jane,  who  married  John  Taylor;  Hugh;  Bes- 
sie, who  died  in    1895,  aged  eighty-one  years, 
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the  wife  of  William  M.  McLaughlin;  Mary, 
who  died  in  early  womanhood;  Thomas;  and 
Mathewson  J. 

William  Montgomery  retained  his  memory 
to  the  close  of  his  long  life,  being  ever  ready 
to  relate  to  the  younger  generation  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  family  in  the  old  country  and 
the  brave  exploits  of  six  of  his  cousins,  who, 
under  Wellington,  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Waterloo,  one  of  them  obtaining  marked 
distinction  as  an  expert  swordsman. 

Thomas  Montgomery,  son  of  William,  was 
born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  December 
25,  1823,  and  in  common  with  his  brothers 
began  his  active  career  as  a  teacher.  Two  of 
the  brothers  continued  in  a  professional  life, 
becoming  ministers  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal denomination.  Thomas  Montgomery 
remained  with  his  father  until  eighteen  years 
old,  when  he  struck  out  for  himself,  serving  a 
short  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's  trade, 
at  which  he  worked  until  attaining  his  major- 
ity. He  then  purchased  a  farm,  for  which  he 
paid  by  his  own  energetic  labor,  an  achieve- 
ment worthy  of  note  in  those  days,  the  estate 
being  located  in  the  Manor.  He  subsequently 
embarked  in  other  enterprises,  becoming  espe- 
cially noted  as  a  manufacturer  of  a  grain 
cradle  recognized  in  the  agricultural  commu- 
nity as  one  of  the  best  in  the  market.  By  his 
ability  and  shrewd  management  he  acquired 
a  competency,  by  his  persistent  and  deter- 
mined efforts  winning  his  way  upward  from  a 
position  of  comparative  poverty.  He  subse- 
quently bought  a  beautiful  homestead  in 
Manorville,  Armstrong  County,  where  he  is 
living  retired  from  active  pursuits. 

Politically,  Mr.  Montgomery  is  a  gold  Dem- 
ocrat, but  takes  no  active  part  in  local  public 
affairs,  although  he  served  as  Commissioner 
for  Armstrong  County,  and  assisted  in  build- 
ing the   court-house.      His   religious   faith    is 


that    of  the   Methodist    Episcopal    church,    in 
which  he  is  active  and  prominent. 

Thomas  Montgomery  married  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Shoemaker,  their  union  being 
solemnized  February  8,  1858.  They  have 
four  children,  namely:  Ellis  S. ;  Ida,  wife  of 
Dr.  D.  I.  Giarth,  Ford  City,  Pa.  ;  Ann 
Louise,  wife  of  William  T.  Heileman,  Ford 
City,  Pa.  ;  and  Sara,  who  is  at  home  with  her 
parents. 

Ellis  Shoemaker,  the  eldest  of  the  four, 
was,  as  before  stated,  born  on  a  farm  near 
Kittanning,  Pa.,  January  i,  i860.  His  early 
education  was  obtained  in  both  public  and 
private  schools.  He  began  the  study  of  med- 
icine under  the  tutorship  of  Dr.  C.  J.  Jessop, 
of  Kittanning,  Pa.,  in  the  spring  of  1885.  He 
entered  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Medical 
College  (now  the  medical  department  of  the 
Western  LIniversity)  in  the  fall  of  1888,  grad- 
uating from  that  institution  in  the  spring 
of  1890  with  honors.  Having  successfully 
passed  the  examination,  he  entered  West 
Penn  Hospital  as  a  resident  physician  for  one 
year;  and,  leaving  the  hospital  in  the  sprijig 
of  1 89 1,  he  succeeded  the  late  Dr.  Benham, 
of  431  Third  Avenue,  where  he  soon  obtained 
a  lucrative  practice. 

In  October  of  same  year  Dr.  Montgomery 
was  appointed  physician  to  the  Pittsburg  Free 
Dispensary,  mental  and  nervous  department. 
This  position  he  filled  with  credit  for  two 
years,  resigning  on  account  of  the  stress  of 
his  office  practice.  In  the  fall  of  1891  he 
was  appointed  demonstrator  of  anatomy  in -the 
college  where  he  had  recently  been  graduated, 
showing  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by 
his  late  professors.  This  chair  he  still  holds, 
having  filled  it  with  honor  and  credit  to  him- 
self and  his  Alma  Mater.  In  April,  1892,  he 
was  appointed  surgeon  to  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio   Railroad,    and   in    this   capacity  he    has 
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frequently  been  called  upon  to  give  expert 
testimony  for  the  benefit  of  the  road  which  he 
serves.  He  is  also  visiting  physician  to  the 
Rineman  Maternity  Hospital,  a  member  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society,  of  the 
Allegheny  County  Medical  Society,  and  of 
the  West  Penn  Alumni  Medical  Club. 

In  December,  1891,  Dr.  Montgomery  mar- 
ried Anna  C. ,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  M.  and  Vir- 
ginia P.  Boggs,  of  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Al- 
legheny City,  and  shortly  after  he  moved  to 
his  residence,  355  Atvvood  Street,  Pittsburg, 
which  he  still  occupies.  He  has  a  large 
visitingc  list  amono;  the  residents  of  that  local- 
ity  and  the  East  End. 

Dr.  Montgomery  accepts  the  religious  faith 
taught  him  in  his  early  years,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Oakland  Methodist  Plpiscopal 
Church. 


m 


NEVIN  -WOODSIDE,  son  of 
Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Nevin)  Wood- 
side,  and  pastor  of  Grant  Street 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  Pittsburg, 
was  born  in  Stroan,  County  Antrim,  Ire- 
land. The  name  Woodside  originated  in  the 
sixteenth  century,  when  there  lived  near  each 
other  in  Scotland,  in  the  vicinity  of  an  exten- 
sive wood,  two  families  of  the  clan  Cunning- 
ham. The  family  that  lived  nearer  the  wood 
was  distinguished  by  the  neighbors  from  the 
other  family  by  calling  it  the  Woodside  Cun- 
ninghams. In  troublesome  times  three  of  the 
Woodside  Cunninghams  went  to  the  north  of 
Ireland  and  settled  there,  taking  the  name  of 
Woodside.  They  were  Covenanters,  and  found 
a  refuge  in  the  quiet  retreats  of  Ballycastle, 
Stroan,  and  Ballymena;  and  their  descendants 
may  be  found  to-day  in  all  these  places.  One 
of  this  family,  the  Rev.  John  Woodside,  came 
to  this  country  at  a  very  early  period;  and  his 


name  appears  on  the  records  of  the  Presbyte- 
rians as  early  settlers  of  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Woodside's  mother  was  the  sister  of  the  Rev. 
John  Nevin,  formerly  of  this  city,  and  cousin 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Nevin,  of  London- 
derry, Ireland.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven 
sons  and  two  daughters,  Mr.  Woodside  being 
the  youngest  child.  Three  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter are  still  living.  Mr.  Woodside's  oldest 
living  brother  is  the  Rev.  John  S.  Woodside, 
of  India,  who  will  celebrate  his  fiftieth  anni- 
versary in  the  mission  field  in  1898. 

Nevin  Woodside  prepared  for  college  in  the 
Royal  Academical  Institution  at  Belfast. 
Subsequently  he  entered  Queen's  College, 
Belfast,  now  a  branch  of  the  Queen's  Univer- 
sity, Ireland,  and  passed  successfully  all  his 
examinations  in  his  undergraduate  course. 
He  studied  theology  at  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Theological  Hall,  Belfast.  After 
leaving  college  he  was  appointed  teacher  of 
classics  in  Kilburn  College,  London,  England, 
and  held  that  position  for  two  years.  The  prin- 
cipal of  the  college  was  George  Ogg,  Esq., 
who,  in  the  capacity  of  tutor  to  the  royal  family, 
when  the  Queen  and  her  children  were  at 
Windsor,  went  to  the  palace  twice  a  week, 
leaving  Mr.  Woodside  in  full  charge  of  the 
college  during  his  absence.  Resigning  the 
position  of  senior  assistant  in  the  college,  Mr. 
Woodside  came  to  America  in  September, 
1865.  Had  he  remained  in  Ireland  two 
months  longer,  he  would  have  been  licensed  to 
preach  the  gospel  by  the  Presbytery  under 
whose  care  he  had  been.  Professor  Dick,  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Theological  Hall, 
Belfast,  said  at  the  time  he  came  to  the  United 
States:  "I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  lose 
Mr.  Woodside.  He  was  worth  half  a  dozen 
students.  " 

Mr.  Woodside  came  to  America  in  company 
with  his  brother  Thomas,  who  was  then  senior 
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partner  in  the  firm  of  Woodside  &  Wallace, 
wholesale  druggists  of  Wood  Street,  Pittsburg. 
He  spent  his  first  winter  in  the  country  at  the 
Western  Theological  Seminary,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  the  following  spring.  A  val- 
ued souvenir  of  that  occasion  is  a  pocket 
Bible,  then  presented  to  him  by  Dr.  A.  A. 
Hodge.  In  April  of  the  same  year,  at  the 
spring  meeting  of  the  Pittsburg  Presbytery  of 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  General  Synod, 
held  in  the  old  Oak  Alley  Church,  he  was 
licensed  to  preach,  and  by  appointment  of  the 
Synod  visited  congregations  in  the  West.  He 
received  several  calls,  both  from  the  East  and 
West,  and  eventually  accepted  a  call  from  the 
First  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  Brook- 
lyn, N.Y.,  then  a  struggling  parish,  and  was 
ordained  by  the  Northern  Presbytery,  Janu- 
ary 17,  1867.  He  remained  in  Brooklyn  for 
twelve  years;  and  during  the  whole  of  that 
time  the  congregation,  which,  previous  to  his 
pastorate,  had  been  receiving  aid  from  the 
Synod,  was  self-supporting.  After  Dr. 
Douglas  resigned  the  pastorate  of  Oak  Alley 
Church,  the  congregation  gave  Mr.  Woodside 
a  call.  He  could  not  conveniently  come  to 
Pittsburg  then,  but  accepted  the  call  for  his 
services  in  October,  1879.  Disturbances 
which  arose  at  the  time  of  his  settlement  in 
this  field  led  him  and  the  majority  of  the  con- 
gregation to  withdraw  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  General  Synod.  Subsequently  ministers 
from  other  denominations  joined  with  Mr. 
Woodside,  and  a  Presbytery  was  constituted, 
which  is  now  known  as  the  Presbytery  of 
Pittsburg  and  Ontario.  It  has  four  settled 
pastors,  one  licentiate,  and  two  students  pre- 
paring for  the  ministry,  and  embraces  under 
its  care  five  congregations.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Woodside's  church  has  become  one  of  the  most 
efficient  of  the  name  in  the  United  States,  and 
is  the  largest    Reformed   Presbyterian   Church 


west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains.  On  Janu- 
ary 17,  1897,  Mr.  Woodside  completed  thirty 
years  of  pastoral  work  in  Brooklyn  and  Pitts- 
burg; and  during  the  week  following  that  date 
anniversary  exercises  were  held  in  the  church. 
The  church  debt,  which  was  at  that  time  an 
even  five  thousand  dollars,  through  the  efforts 
of  a  committee  of  forty  of  the  members  was 
largely  reduced.  Besides  attending  to  his 
ministerial  duties,  Mr.  Woodside  has  been  en- 
gaged in  editorial  work  since  1867.  He  was 
chiefly  instrumental  in  establishing  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Advocate^  the  present  de- 
nominational organ  of  the  General  Synod;  and 
fourteen  years  ago  he  started  the  Christiati 
Sentinel.  The  Rev.  H.  W.  Reed,  of  Tees- 
water,  Ont.,  is  the  junior  editor  of  the 
Sentinel ;  and  the  periodical  was  never  in 
better  condition  than  at  present.  Editorials, 
sermons,  poems,  historical  sketches,  and  con- 
troversial articles  have  come  from  Mr.  Wood- 
side's  pen  regularly  for  the  last  thirty  years. 
He  has  preached  and  lectured  in  all  the  large 
cities  east  of .  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Besides 
being  a  writer,  Mr.  Woodside  is  a  musician  of 
considerable  merit.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. 

On  November  26,  1874,  Mr.  Woodside  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Maud,  third 
daughter  of  Captain  McVeety,  of  the  British 
army.  Five  daughters  and  two  sons  have 
blessed  the  union;  namely,  Robert  G.,  Louise 
E. ,  Anna  J.,  Elizabeth  N.,  Margaret  G., 
Emily  S.,  and  Nevin. 


LFRED  JEROME  NILES,  Assistant 
City  Attorney  of  Pittsburg,  was  born 
in  Wellsboro,  Tioga  County,  Pa., 
November  27,  1866,  son  of  Jerome  B.  and 
Phoebe  Ann  (Toles)  Niles. 

He  is  a  lineal   descendant   of   Captain   John 
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Niles,  who  is  said  to  liave  come  from  Wales. 
According  to  Savage,  he  was  in  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  in  1634,  and  in  1636  at  Braintree, 
where  he  died  in  1694,  aged  ninety-one  years. 

Nathan  Niles,  the  great-grandfather  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a  great-grandson 
of  Captain  John  Niles,  and  was  an  extensive 
merchant,  living  in  Connecticut  during  the 
years  of  the  Revolution.  He  had  a  number 
of  vessels  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  with 
the  West  Indies.  These  were  largely  de- 
stroyed by  the  English  ships,  and  the  end  of 
the  war  left  him  with  a  large  family  and  a 
shattered  fortune.  In  1796  Nathan  Niles, 
having  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  in  what  is 
now  the  county  of  Tioga,  Pennsylvania,  under 
what  is  known  in  history  as  the  "Connecticut 
Title,"  left  Hebron,  Conn.,  and  settled 
thereon.  He  was  the  first  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  the  first  Commissioner  in  Tioga 
County.  Aaron  Niles,  son  of  Nathan,  and 
the  grandfather  of  Alfred,  was  twelve  years  of 
age  when  his  father  moved  to  Tioga  County. 
He  lived  there  the  rest  of  his  life,  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits. 

Jerome  B.  Niles,  father  of  Alfred  J.,  was 
born  in  Niles  Valley,  Tioga  County,  Pa., 
September  25,  1834.  He  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  and  Union  Academy,  and  after 
leaving  school  began  the  study  of  law  with 
the  Hon.  Henry  Sherwood,  of  Wellsboro. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on  September  6, 
1861,  and  immediately  entered  into  practice. 
In  1862  he  was  chosen  Message  Clerk  of  the 
Pennsylvania  House  of  Representatives,  and 
acted  as  such  for  two  years.  He  was  elected 
District  Attorney  in  1862,  and  again  in  1865, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  during 
the  years  i86g,  1870,  1881,  1883,  1893,  and 
1895.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Constitutional  Convention  in  1872  and  1873, 
was    elected    Auditor-general     in     1S83,    and 


served  as  such  from  1884  to  1887.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  an  active 
part  in  all  party  conventions.  When  not  en- 
gaged in  an  official  capacity  he  attends  to  pro- 
fessional work,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  able  and  successful  lawyers  in  Tioga 
County.  In  Masonry  he  has  advanced  to  the 
Commandery.  Jerome  B.  Niles  married 
Phcebe  Ann  Toles,  daughter  of  Rensselaer 
Toles,  of  Tioga  County,  JulyiS,  1858.  They 
became  the  parents  of  three  children,  namely: 
Aaron  R.,  an  attorney  of  Wellsboro;  Alfred 
J.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Anna. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerome  B.  Niles,  Anna,  and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 

Alfred  Jerome  Niles  was  graduated  in  1S85 
from  the  Wellsboro  High  School,  and  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  for  a  time  at  the  Harrisburg 
Academy.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he  began  the 
reading  of  law  in  his  father's  office;  and,  enter- 
ing the  Harvard  Law  School  a  year  later,  he 
pursued  the  regular  three  years'  course,  and 
was  graduated  in  i  S90.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  Tioga  County  bar  in  September  of  the 
same  year,  and,  entering  the  law  firm  of 
Jerome  B.  Niles  &  Sons,  practised  in  Wells- 
boro until  August,  1894.  He  then  took  up 
his  residence  in  Pittsburg,  and  a  short  time 
later  was  appointed  Bank  Examiner  by  Bank- 
ing Commissioner  B.  F.  Gilkeson.  That  po- 
sition he  held  until  October,  1895,  when  he 
resigned  in  order  to  accept  the  ofifice  of  Assist- 
ant City  Attorney.  In  this  capacity  he  is 
now  serving.  In  April,  1896,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Richard  B.  Scandrett,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Scandrett  &  Niles,  and  is 
rapidly  building  up  a  large  general  practice. 

Politically,  Mr.  Niles  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  exceedingly  active  in  the  party  organization, 
and  has  figured  prominently  as  a  speaker  dur- 
ing the  last  three  national  campaigns. 
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LEXANDER  KING  was  bom  in  Mil- 
ford,  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  in  the 
year  18 16,  and  left  his  native  land 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  to  join  relatives 
in  Baltimore.  Mr.  King  had  received  a  clas- 
sical education  in  Ireland,  being  intended  for 
the  ministry  of  the  Presbyterian  church;  and 
these  classical  studies  of  early  youth  he  kept 
bright  and  familiar  to  the  very  close  of  his 
life. 

Young,  energetic,  and  educated,  of  manners 
cultured  and  engaging,  he  easily  found  em- 
ployment in  a  large  wholesale  grocery  estab- 
lishment in  Baltimore.  Having  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  position  with  exemplary 
fidelity  and  diligence  for  three  years,  he  came 
to  Pittsburg.  Here  he  entered  the  store  of 
his  elder  brother,  R.  H.  King,  Esq.,  who  was 
then  largely  engaged  in  the  grocery  business. 
After  the  lapse  of  a  few  years  he  began  his 
successful  mercantile  career  alone,  and, 
though  still  young  in  years,  was  ripe  in  train- 
ing, capacity,  and  experience.  From  this 
time  the  tide  of  his  successful  ventures  in 
trade  "knew  no  retiring  ebb."  It  may  be 
stated,  incidentally,  that  Mr.  King  was  the 
first  merchant  in  this  country  to  import  from 
England  soda  ash,  which  he  furnished  in 
large  quantities  to  our  numerous  glass  houses, 
and  subsequently  became  a  glass  manufacturer 
himself.  He  was  particularly  noted  for  his 
strong  force  of  character.  The  long  mercan- 
tile and  manufacturing  life  of  Mr.  King  was 
one  of  uninterrupted  prosperity,  success  at- 
tending him  in  all  the  multifarious  depart- 
ments of  his  extensive  business.  In  banking, 
insurance,  and  other  institutions  of  which  he 
was  a  director,  his  ability  was  recognized,  and 
valuable  services  appreciated.  He  was  a 
close  and  sagacious  observer  of  public  meas- 
ures and  men,  and,  when  in  the  councils  of 
the  city  of  Pittsburg,  took  an  enlightened   in- 


terest in  the  cause  of  municipal  retrenchment 
and  reform.  He  always  sought  efficiency  and 
economy  in  all  our  city  affairs.  He  was  also 
very  much  interested  in  the  Scotch-Irish  Con- 
gress, and  took  quite  an  active  part. 

Mr.  King  was  ever  foremost  in  the  good 
work  of  alleviating  the  burdens  of  the  poor 
and  destitute,  and  in  all  his  generous  bene- 
factions rigidly  obeyed  the  Scriptural  injunc- 
tion, "Let  not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy 
right  hand  doeth."  He  possessed  a  mind  of  a 
very  high  order,  which  he  had  wonderfully  en- 
riched by  varied  and  extensive  reading.  He 
revelled  in  the  treasures  of  his  large  library. 
Familiar  with  the  English  poets  from  Chaucer 
to  Tennyson,  he  would  quote  the  best  passages 
with  aptness  and  accuracy,  and  until  the  day 
of  his  lamented  demise  he  also  maintained  a 
familiar  acquaintance  with  all  the  Latin 
authors  of  his  school -boy  days.  He  was  able 
to  repeat  every  line  of  Robert  Burns,  and  re- 
garded the  performance  as  no  extraordinary 
feat.  That  the  memory  of  Mr.  King  was  one 
of  marvellous  power,  that  it  was  truly  "wax 
to  receive  and  marble  to  retain,"  was  obvious 
to  all  his  literary  friends  whom  he  so  cordially 
entertained  and  rejoiced  to  see  around  him  in 
his  palatial  home  at  "Bay wood,"  where  a 
"shrubbery  bloomed  around  him  that  a  Shen- 
stone  might  have  envied."  Mr.  King  was 
fond  of  horses,  and  long  maintained  a  noble 
stable,  which  he  drove  with  a  consummate 
mastery  of  horse  and  rein. 

Mr.  King  was  a  most  delightful  and  in- 
structive companion,  and  as  such  his  company 
was  eagerly  sought  by  the  refined  and  en- 
lightened. His  manner,  always  gracious  and 
fascinating,  would  not  permit  him  to  manifest 
impatience  with  dulness  or  stupidity.  But 
it  was  in  the  bosom  of  his  happy  and  affection- 
ate family  that  he  displayed  the  noblest  traits 
of  his  amiable  and   domestic  character;  while 
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a  devoted  and  accomplished  wife  and  four 
children  joyously  clustered  around  him,  and 
made  his  beautiful  home  resound  with  the 
choicest  music  and  song.  A  more  charming 
scene  is  seldom  given  to  eye  below.  Mr. 
King  was  well  acquainted  with  music,  and 
the  songs  and  airs  of  Moore,  Burns,  and 
Foster  charmed  him  to  the  last.  These  mu- 
sical gems  were  rendered  in  the  highest  style 
by  his  handsome  wife. 

His  early  studies  having  necessarily  com- 
pelled an  acquaintance  with  the  Scriptures, 
he  was  fond  ef  quoting  from  their  pages  in 
his  family,  and  often  impressively  inculcated 
some  high  moral  or  charitable  obligation  by 
repeating  the  felicitous  words  of  Holy  Writ. 
His  family  will  not  soon  forget  the  solemn 
reference  he  often  made  to  the  words  of  the 
wise  king.  "O  children,"  said  he,  "read  the 
first  chapter,  seventh  verse,  of  Solomon's 
Proverbs.  In  it  you  will  find  a  practical 
guide  to  the  conduct  of  life." 

On  the  15th  of  September,  1S90,  he  died  as 
he  had  lived,  an  honorable,  upright,  self-made 
man. 


(^AMES  AUBREY  LIPPINCOTT,  A.B., 
M.D.,  a  well-known  ophthalmic  and 
aural  surgeon  of  Pittsburg,  was  born 
May  31,  1847,  in  New  Glasgow,  Pictou,  Prov- 
ince of  Nova  Scotia,  son  of  William  and 
Jessie  (MacKenzie)  Lippincott.  William 
Lippincott  was  a  native  of  the  Pine  Tree 
State.  While  his  early  opportunities  for  ac- 
quiring an  education  were  meagre,  he  was  a 
studious  lad,  and  outside  of  business  hours 
spent  most  of  his  time  in  study  and  research. 
Taking  great  interest  in  the  Bible  after  he  had 
grown  to  manhood,  he  began  the  study  of 
Greek  in  order  to  be  able  to  read  the  New 
Testament  in  the  original,  and  became  a  good 
Greek    scholar.      He    was    also    greatly    inter- 


ested in  the  natural  sciences  and  in  history. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  possessed  a  very 
extensive  private  library,  with  every  volume 
of  which  he  was  familiar.  He  had  a  very  re- 
tentive memory,  and  could  give  the  location 
of  almost  any  passage  of  Scripture  that  might 
be  quoted.  Well-known  for  his.  good  judg- 
ment, he  was  often  called  upon  by  the  people 
of  his  vicinity  to  act  as  arbitrator  in  cases  of 
dispute.  For  many  years  he  was  the  local 
representative  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society.  In  that  capacity  he  frequently 
appeared  upon  the  lecture  platform,  where  he 
was  a  forceful  and  commanding  speaker.  He 
owned  a  large  amount  of  property,  and  was  ac- 
tively engaged  in  business  pursuits  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  June,  1863.  In  pol- 
itics Mr.  Lippincott  was  a  Liberal,  but  he 
was  accustomed  to  follow  the  dictates  of  his 
conscience  rather  than  those  of  his  party.  He 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  advocates  of  temper- 
ance in  Nova  Scotia,  frequently  lecturing  in 
behalf  of  the  cause.  He  was  deeply  inter- 
ested in  all  questions  concerning  public  edu- 
cation, and  was  for  many  years  a  trustee  of 
schools  in  the  town  in  which  he  lived.  His 
wife,  Jessie,  a  Nova  Scotia  lady,  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Alexander  MacKenzie,  who  came  from 
Inverness,  Scotland.  Their  children  were: 
Harriet  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  widow  of  An- 
drew Thompson,  late  of  Boston,  Mass.  ;  Helen 
Maria,  who  married  Aaron  Young,  M.D.,  now 
of  Boston,  formerly  of  Bangor,  Me. ;  Julia 
Caroline,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Albert  Eraser,  of 
Boston;  Henry,  who  is  a  Lieutenant  Colonel 
and  Surgeon  in  the  LTnited  States  Army,  now 
serving  as  post  surgeon  at  Fort  Sheridan, 
Chicago;  Henrietta,  who  is  the  wife  of  W.  L. 
Campbell,  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  Yar- 
mouth, N.S.  ;  William  Aubrey,  now  deceased; 
James  Aubrey,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
William    Maynard,  also   deceased;   and   Jessie 
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Bertha,  now  Mrs.  W.  R.  Reynolds,  of  Hali- 
fax, N.S.  The  father  was  a  communicant  of 
the  Church  of  England,  while  the  mother  was 
a  devout  Presbyterian. 

James  Aubrey  Lippincott  received  his  first 
lessons  in  book  knowledge  at  home  from  his 
sisters.  Later  he  studied  in  a  grammar 
school,  and  in  1863  he  entered  Dalhousie 
University  at  Halifax,  graduating  with  dis- 
tinction from  that  institution  in  1S67.  Upon 
his  graduation  he  was  invited  to  return  to 
Pictou,  and  take  charge  of  the  Pictou  Acad- 
emy, and  incidentally  to  instruct  young  men 
preparing  for  college  in  the  classics,  mathe- 
matics, and  the  sciences.  Though  not  yet 
twenty  years  old,  he  accepted  the  position,  and 
subsequently  filled  it  with  credit  until  1869. 
In  this  year,  having  decided  to  study  medi- 
cine, he  entered  Jefferson  Medical  College  in 
Philadelphia.  In  the  spring  of  1870,  after 
the  completion  of  his  first  course,  being  much 
broken  in  health  on  account  of  close  applica- 
tion to  study,  he  went  on  a  visit  to  his 
brother,  Dr.  Henry  Lippincott,  who  was  then 
stationed  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kan.  Shortly 
after  arriving  there,  his  brother  was  placed  in 
medical  charge  of  General  Custer's  command, 
which  was  ordered  out  to  a  point  near  Fort 
Hays,  three  hundred  miles  west  of  Fort 
Leavenworth,  in  order  to  protect  the  settlers 
from  incursions  by  the  Indians.  The  young 
man  accompanied  his  brother,  remaining  at 
Camp  Sturgis  for  six  months,  and  continuing 
his  studies  under  his  brother's  direction,  while 
incidentally  availing  himself  of  the  unique  op- 
portunity to  hunt  buffalo,  at  that  time  very 
numerous  on  the  plains.  During  this  period 
he  formed  an  intimacy  with  General  Custer  that 
lasted  until  the  latter' s  death.  Thoroughly 
renewed  in  health,  he  returned  to  Jefferson 
College  in  1872,  and  graduated  in  the  follow- 
ing year.      Shortly  after  taking  his  degree,  he 


was  elected  resident  physician  to  the  Wills 
Eye  Hospital,  and  a  year  later  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital,  the  oldest  institution  of  its 
kind  on  this  continent  except  those  founded 
by  the  Spaniards  after  their  conquest  of  Mex- 
ico. Dr.  Lippincott  filled  the  latter  position 
for  a  year  and  a  half  with  great  success,  serv- 
ing under  physicians  of  national  reputation, 
such  as  Professor  J.  M.  Da  Costa,  Dr.  James 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  William  Hunt,  Dr.  T.  J. 
Morton,  Dr.  R.  J.  Levis,  Dr.  John  Forsythe 
Meigs,  and  Dr.  J.  Aitken  Meigs.  Then,  in 
October,  1876,  he  entered  upon  private  prac- 
tice in  West  Philadelphia,  where  he  kept  up 
hospital  work  as  a  member  of  the  medical  staff 
of  the  eye  and  ear  department  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Hospital  and  surgeon  to  the  out- 
patient department  of  the  Presbyterian  Hos- 
pital. In  April,  1877,  he  came  to  Pittsburg, 
designing  to  confine  his  practice  to  diseases  of 
the  eye  and  ear  exclusively,  a  field  that  was 
then  occupied  by  Drs.  E.  Dyer,  Speer,  and 
Sterrett.  He  has  since  done  a  great  deal  of 
work  in  connection  with  charitable  institu- 
tions. For  many  years  he  had  charge  of  the 
eye  and  ear  department  of  the  Pittsburg  Free 
Dispensary.  He  was  ophthalmic  and  aural 
surgeon  to  the  Mercy  Hospital  for  a  long 
period,  and  during  the  past  ten  years  he  has 
filled  this  position  in  the  Allegheny  General 
Hospital.  In  addition  he  devotes  a  consider- 
able portion  of  his  time  to  the  children  of  the 
orphan  asylums  in  the  vicinity.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Directing  Boards  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  Pittsburg 
Free  Dispensary. 

The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Medical  Society;  also  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  has 
been   vice-president;    of    the    American    Oph- 
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thalniological  and  Otological  Societies;  and, 
for  many  years,  of  wliat  were  Icnown  as  the 
Bedford  Medical  Club  and  the  Mott  Medi- 
cal Club,  both  of  which  are  now  extinct.  At 
the  organization  of  the  flourishing  Western 
Pennsylvania  Medical  College  he  was  asked  to 
take  the  chair  of  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear, 
but  was  prevented  by  ill  health  from  accepting 
the  position.  He  has  written  and  published 
many  valuable  scientific  papers,  among  which 
are:  "On  the  Binocular  Metamorphopsia 
Due  to  Correcting  Glasses";  "  Intra-ocular 
Syringing  in  Cataract  Extraction,  with  De- 
scription of  a  New  Instrument  for  Effecting 
it";  "New  Tests  for  Binocular  Vision";  and 
"On  our  Public  Institutions  as  Sources  of 
Impairment  or  Loss  of  Vision."  Though  not 
a  politician,  he  has  been  a  loyal  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  rarely  missed  a 
■primary.  He  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
committee  work  in  connection  with  the  efforts 
of  the  Civic  Club  to  establish  an  Isolation 
Hospital  for  contagious  diseases;  and  he  re- 
cently presented  an  elaborate  report  to  the 
managing  committee,  giving  the  results  of 
his  investigations  in  various  institutions  of 
the  kind  in  the  Eastern  cities.  On  January 
12,  1892,  he  married  Miss  Mary  S.  Bush, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  T.  Bush,  of  Niagara 
Falls,  Ont. 

«*•■»» 

"JMLMER  G.  LOOMIS,  superintendent  of 
JP'  the  Bureau  of  Electricity  of  Allegheny 
City,  was  born  August  23,  1854,  in 
Randolph,  Portage  County,  Ohio,  son  of  Rus- 
sell and  Kidigia  (Huddlebiddle)  Loomis. 
Jason  Loomis,  the  grandfather,  came  with  his 
brother  Harlow  from  Connecticut  in  an  ox 
cart,  and  settled  in  Randolph  township  when 
the  district  was  but  a  wild  woodland.  They 
bought  a  large  tract  of  land,  and  both  acquired 
wealth  and  prominence.     Jason  married  Miss 


Merriman,  who  had  one  son.  By  a  later  mar- 
riage the  number  of  his  children  was  increased 
to  five. 

Russell  Loomis,  who  was  born  on  the  home- 
stead in  1833,  became  a  lumberman,  owned  and 
operated  a  saw-mill,  and  afterward  manufact- 
ured brick.  He  finally  settled  on  his  father's 
farm,  where  he  has  since  followed  agriculture. 
He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  Republican 
politics,  and  has  been  connected  with  the 
local  school  government.  He  married  Miss 
Huddlebiddle,  of  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  old  Dutch  families 
that  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter 
of  one  of  the  pioneer  millers  who  removed  to 
Ohio  from  Pennsylvania.  She  had  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Rolla,  who  is  still  on  the  farm 
with  his  father;  Nettie,  now  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Foley,  of  Wellsville,  Ohio;  Nora  May, 
who  is  unmarried,  and  lives  in  Allegheny;  and 
Elmer  G. ,  the  subject  of  this  biography. 
Both  the  father  and  mother  are  Universalists 
in  belief. 

Elmer  G.  Loomis  lived  at  home  upon  his 
father's  farm  until  about  fifteen  years  of  age. 
Then  he  obtained  employment  in  a  machine 
shop  of  the  neighborhood,  where  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  some  years.  Subsequently 
he  started  in  business  for  himself  by  opening 
a  repair  shop  for  engines  and  machines  in  his 
native  town.  After  carrying  on  the  shop  suc- 
cessfully for  four  years,  he  sold  out,  and  took 
a  position  with  the  Buckeye  Engine  Works 
of  Salem,  Ohio,  as  foreman  of  a  department. 
He  was  next  employed  by  the  Indianapolis 
Engine  Works  of  Indiana,  in  charge  of  their 
construction  department,  the  duties  of  which 
obliged  him  to  go  to  different  places  where 
new  works  were  to  be  put  in.  After  working 
in  Chicago  and  other  towns,  he  came  to  Alle- 
gheny in  1880,  finding  employment  in  the  ma- 
chine   shop   of    the    Chicago    &    Fort   Wayne 
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Railroad  Company.  Since  lie  left  the  latter 
employment,  he  has  been  with  the  Westing- 
house  Machine  Company  and  the  Allegheny 
Fire  Department.  In  the  fire  department  he 
worked  up  to  the  position  of  mechanical  en- 
gineer, becoming  the  head  of  a  shop  furnished 
to  repair  city  engines  and  the  electrical  appa- 
ratus of  the  department.  The  knowledge  nec- 
essary to  perform  the  latter  branch  of  his 
work  at  that  time  fully  Cjualified  him  for  the 
position  of  superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of 
Electricity,  to  which  he  was  afterward  ap- 
pointed. The  bureau,  which  was  much  be- 
hind the  times  when  Mr.  Loomis  took  charge 
of  it,  has  since  obtained  the  latest  apparatus, 
including  the  switch-board,  automatic  re- 
peater, multiple  pen  registers,  and  a  fifty -cir- 
cuit metallic  telephone  switch-board.  All 
the  alarm  boxes  have  also  been  replaced  by 
the  latest  contrivances,  and  the  most  of  the 
wires  have  been  placed  under  ground.  The 
electric  apparatus  of  the  police  department  is 
also  under  his  supervision.  He  has  now  the 
care  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  street 
boxes,  sixty  telephones,  and  fourteen  engine- 
house  instruments.  Mr.  Loomis  is  consid- 
ered by  all  "the  right  man  in  the  right  place." 
On  September  5,  1883,  Mr.  Loomis  married 
Miss  Lizzie  Haines,  of  Allegheny,  and  has 
now  four  children  —  Russell,  Norman,  Clara, 
and  Morris.  He  is  a  member  of  Dage  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  No.  374,  also  Allegheny  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  No.  217.  His  home  is  in  the 
Fifth  Ward,  on  Kentucky  Avenue. 


'OHN  MULLIN  BATTEN,  B.E.,  M.D., 

of  Pittsburg,  was  born  April  19,  1837, 
in  East  Brandywine,  West  Chester 
County,  son  of  James  and  Sarah  (McMullin) 
Batten.  His  grandfather,  William  Batten, 
who  was  born  in  East  Brandywine  in  the  year 


1773,  and  was  an  esteemed  farmer,  died  there 
April  7,  1799.  William  married  Mary 
Byers,  who  bore  him  two  children  —  Margaret 
and  James.  Margaret  married  Joseph  Read, 
and  died  August  28,  1828,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-three.  Her  husband's  sister  was  the 
mother  of  the  poet,  Thomas  Buchanan  Read. 

James  Batten  was  born  in  East  Brandywine, 
October  20,  1796.  Though  he  received  but  a 
country-school  education,  he  was  a  practical 
surveyor  and  an  expert  mechanic.  He  not 
only  carried  on  a  large  farm,  but  was  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  surveying  throughout  the 
surrounding  country.  He  was  for  ten  years 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  in  the  community.  A  stanch 
Democrat,  though  not  an  office-seeker,  he  took 
an  active  part  in  politics.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Sons  of  Temperance.  When  the  war 
broke  out  in  1812,  he  organized  a  company  of 
militia,  was  made  its  Captain,  and  subse- 
quently marched  with  it  to  Baltimore  on  foot. 
On  November  11,  1819,  he  married  Miss 
Sarah  McMullin,  who,  born  November  5, 
1796,  died  April  28,  1882.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Dunkin  .and  Catherine  (McFarlan)  Mc- 
Mullin, of  Delaware  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Mrs.  McMullin  was  a  daughter  of  Janet,  whose 
father,  John  Hamilton,  of  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
married  a  daughter  of  Cerstein  Morton,  of 
Glasgow.  Cerstein  Morton  died  August  24, 
1704,  and  John  Hamilton's  death  occurred 
July  5,  1734.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Mc- 
Mullin came  to  America,  and  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Delaware  County,  Pennsylvania.  His 
other  children  were:  James,  John,  Catherine, 
and  Isabella.  All  were  Presbyterians.  The 
children  of  James  Batten  were:  Mary,  born 
November  23,  1820,  who  married  John  Good, 
of  Honey  Brook,  Pa.  ;  Eliza  \V.,  now  deceased, 
born  July  3,  1824,  who  married  James  Myers, 
of   East   Brandywine;    William,    born   August 
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26,  1826;  Isabella  G.,  born  August  22,  1S29, 
who  married  Thomas  B.  Millet,  of  Cecil 
County,  Maryland;  James,  born  August  12, 
1833,  now  of  East  Brandyvvine;  and  John 
Mullin,  the  subject  of  this  biography.  The 
father  was  a  trustee  and  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  his  wife  was  also  a  member.  He  was 
very  active  in  church  work,  and  the  doors  of 
his  hospitable  home  were  always  open  wide 
to  receive  the  preachers,  whom  he  counted 
among  his  warmest  friends.  He  died  Febru- 
ary 8,  1870,  sincerely  mourned  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

John  Mullin  Batten  in  his  boyhood  worked 
on  his  father's  farm,  obtaining  his  early  edu- 
cation through  a  meagre  winter  course  at  the 
country  schools  of  his  native  place.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  began  to  teach  school  dur- 
ing the  winter  in  different  localities.  While 
so  doing  he  spent  his  summers  very  profitably 
in  attendance  at  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Millersville,  Pa.,  where  he  subsequently  grad- 
uated with  the  degree  of  B.  E.  In  the  winter 
of  1856-57  he  began  the  study  of  medicine 
under  William  Compton,  M.D.,  of  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  and  progressed  rapidly,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  he  was  obliged  to  teach  at  the 
same  time.  He  graduated  fiom  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
in  1864.  Eighteen  months  previous  to  gradu- 
ation he  became  a  medical  cadet  in  the  United 
States  Army  hospitals  at  Christian  Street 
and  at  Broad  and  Cherry  Streets,  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  attended  medical  lectures. 
On  March  22,  1S64,  he  was  appointed  acting 
assistant  surgeon  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
and  served  at  different  times  on  the  United 
States  steamers  "Princeton"  and  "Valley 
City";  also  on  the  United  States  monitors 
"Oneota"  and  "Catawba."  The  Doctor  was 
aboard   the    United    States    steamer   "Minne- 


sota" on  the  night  of  April  8,  1864,  when  the 
Confederates  exploded  a  hundred-pound  tor- 
pedo under  her.  He  was  on  the  steamer 
"Valley  City,"  which  on  September  29, 
1864,  while  engaged  in  an  expedition  up  the 
Scuppernong  River  in  North  Carolina,  ran 
aground,  and  was  for  four  hours  exposed  to  a 
heavy  fire  from  Confederate  batteries  and 
sharp-shooters.  On  the  same  vessel  the  Doc- 
tor was  a  witness  of  the  blowing  up  of  the 
Confederate  ram  "Albemarle,"  by  Lieuten- 
ant William  B.  Cushing,  United  States  Navy, 
at  Plymouth,  N.C.,  October  28,  1864  He 
was  also  on  that  boat  when  it  led  the  fleet  up 
the  Roanoke  River,  when  the  steamers 
"Otsego"  and  "Bazley"  were  sunk  by  Confed- 
erate torpedoes,  and  when  the  remainder  of 
the  fleet  penetrated  the  enemy's  country  for 
the  distance  of  fifty  miles,  fighting  Confeder- 
ate batteries,  infantry,  and  sharp-shooters  the 
whole  distance,  and  at  the  same  time  taking 
up  and  exploding  eighty  Confederate  torpe- 
does. On  March  23,  1866,  he  was  honorably 
discharged  from  the  LTnited  States  Navy,  with 
the  thanks  of  the  department  for  his  bravery 
and  faithful  service. 

After  leaving  the  naval  service.  Dr.  Batten 
settled  permanently  in  Pittsburg,  where  he  has 
since  built  up  a  large  general  practice,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  older  physicians  of  the  city. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny  County 
Medical  Society,  in  which  he  has  been  presi- 
dent and  treasurer  at  different  times.  He  was 
for  ten  years  physician  to  the  Pittsburg  Free 
Dispensary,  and  is  thereby  constituted  a  life 
member  of  the  institution.  He  has  served  for 
fifteen  years  upon  the  medical  staff  of  the 
Pittsburg  Infirmary.  Of  the  Pittsburg  Medi- 
cal Library  Association,  Dr.  Batten  is  a  char- 
ter member.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  of 
the  American   Medical   Association.      He  was 
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a  member  of  the  Ninth  International  Medical 
Congress,  that  met  in  Washington,  D.C.,  in 
1887;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Mott  Medical 
Club  of  Pittsburg,  and  was  its  president  for 
one  year.  Financially  interested  in  the 
Market  Bank,  he  was  a  director  thereof  for  a 
term.  In  1893  he  presided  over  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  branch  of  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Millers- 
ville.  The  Doctor  is  not  only  the  busiest  of 
medical  men,  but  an  author  as  well.  The  vol- 
ume called  "Two  Years  in  the  United  States 
Navy"  is  his,  also  that  entitled  "Random 
Thoughts."  In  addition  to  these  books,  he 
has  written  many  valuable  articles  and  papers 
for  the  medical  societies  in  which  he  is  inter- 
ested, and  which  have  been  published  in  lead- 
ing medical  journals.  Dr.  Batten  is  a  mem- 
ber and  the  examining  physician  of  Bethel 
Lodge,  No.  40,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  of  Pittsburg. 
He  has  travelled  extensively  in  this  country, 
and  has  visited  all  the  principal  cities.  F"rom 
his  boyhood  he  has  shown  an  invincible  spirit, 
and  his  unqualified  success  has  been  nobly 
earned. 


i 


|HARLES  HOPKINS  BRONSON,  the 
auditor  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie 
Railroad,  was  born  at  Dayton, 
Ohio,  September  11,  1845,  son  of  Charles  H. 
and  Emily  (Gale)  Bronson.  William  Bron- 
son,  the  grandfather,  was  a  native  of  Water- 
bury,  Conn.,  where  he  afterward  followed  the 
"art  preservative "  for  a  living,  and  married 
Hannah  Thompson. 

Charles  H.  Bronson,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Water- 
bury,  obtained  his  schooling  in  that  town,  and 
there  likewise  learned  the  printer's  trade 
under  his  father's  instruction.  His  sister 
Helen  married  Mr.  H.  \V.  Derby,  a  prom.i- 
nent  book  dealer,  the  agent  of  Harper 
Brothers.      Charles  H.  Bronson  was  the  fore- 


man of  Mr.  Derby's  printing-house  for  many 
years.  At  one  time  he  was  employed  in  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  where  he  met  his  wife.  After 
a  few  years  there  he  went  to  Dayton,  in  the 
same  State,  and  became  the  editor  and  propri- 
etor of  the  Dayton  Entpirc  Here  he  re- 
mained until  two  years  after  the  birth  of  his 
son  Charles  H.,  when  he  sold  out,  and  went 
to  Cincinnati,  where  he  connected  himself 
with  the  book  firm  of  H.  W.  Derby  &  Co. 
He  died  of  cholera  morbus  in  1850,  leaving 
three  children.  His  wife,  F.mily,  was  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Gale,  with  whom  she  re- 
sided with  her  children  after  the  death  of  her 
husband.  She  was  born  at  Heath,  Mass.,  and 
died  July  30,  1884.  Her  great-grandfather 
was  Daniel  Gale,  who  was  born  in  Warwick, 
Mass.,  June  17,  1721.  His  son,  Daniel 
Gale,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Bronson,  was  a  farmer 
at  Heath,  Mass.,  and  a  member  of  the  Unita- 
rian church.  He  married  Elizabeth  Holland, 
an  aunt  of  Josiah  Gilbert  Holland,  the  well- 
known  author,  and  who  was  one  of  the  editors 
of  Scribiwr  s,  now  the  Century  JMagazine,  of 
New  York.  Shortly  after  Mrs.  Emily  Bron- 
son's  return  to  the  parental  roof  the  old  home- 
stead was  sold,  and  Mr.  Gale  bought  a  place 
near  Cincinnati,  in  a  village  called  Mount 
Healthy.  Mr.  Gale  died  about  the  year  1875, 
and  his  wife  in  18S2,  at  the  age  of  ninety-five. 
Charles  H.  Bronson,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  first  sent  to  the  Cincinnati 
schools,  and  afterward  for  four  years  to  the 
Rockwell  Street  School  in  Cleveland.  He 
then  returned  to  Mount  Healthy,  and  attended 
the  schools  of  that  place,  residing  on  his 
grandfather's  farm.  In  1861  he  obtained  the 
position  of  cashier  with  the  prominent  dry- 
goods  firm  of  Messrs.  Boutilier  &  Brother, 
with  whom  he  gained  his  first  knowledge  of 
business  methods.  A  year  later  he  was  em- 
ployed with  L.  C.  Hopkins  &  Co.  in  the  same 
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business  as  entry  clerk.  His  first  experience 
in  railroading  was  obtained  at  Cincinnati  in 
1863,  in  the  local  freight  office  of  the  Ohio 
&  Mississippi  Railroad.  A  member  of  the 
Seventh  Regiment  of  Ohio  National  Guards, 
when  that  body  was  called  out  to  aid  in  repel- 
ling the  Morgan  raid,  Mr.  Bronson  was  the 
orderly  sent  by  General  Burnside  with  de- 
spatches concerning  that  incident  to  General 
Hobson.  For  this  service  he  was  sworn  into 
the  Union  army  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-seventh  Regiment,  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  with  the  rank  of  Corporal. 
When  the  Guards  were  called  out  by  General 
Brough,  this  regiment  was  stationed  at  Balti- 
more during  the  entire  service,  and  garrisoned 
the  forts  in  the  vicinity.  Upon  returning 
from  Baltimore,  the  company  to  which  Mr. 
Bronson  belonged  became  incorporated  into 
the  Zouave  Battalion,  and  Mr.  Bronson  was 
appointed  Orderly  Sergeant.  He  served  in 
this  capacity  until  his  five  years  had  expired, 
when  he  received  his  honorable  discharge. 

In  November,  1864,  Mr.  Bronson  took  a 
temporary  position  with  the  C.  H.  &  D. 
road,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  whole- 
sale dry-goods  business,  spending  two  years 
with  Messrs.  B.  Simon  &  Co.,  of  Cincinnati. 
Then  he  was  the  book-keeper  for  William 
Dodd  &  Co.  and  their  successors,  and  it  was 
not  until  ten  years  later  that  he  returned  to 
the  employ  of  the  railroad.  After  this  he 
held  various  positions  of  responsibility  in  the 
Kentucky  Central  Railroad  office  at  Coving- 
ton, Ky.  Between  the  years  18S4  and  1889 
he  was  the  general  auditor  cf  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Railroad.  December  i,  1889,  he  be- 
came connected  with  the  auditor's  office  of 
the  C.  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  Ry.  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  He  has  been  auditor  of  the  Pitts- 
burg &  Lake  Erie  line  and  all  of  its  leased 
lines  since  April,   1890.      Mr.  Bronson   is   to- 


day one  of  the  most  prominent  railroad  men 
in  Pittsburg.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Association  of  Railroad  Accounting 
Officers;  and,  appointed  thereto  by  the  presi- 
dent, he  has  served  two  years  on  one  of  the 
Standing  Committees  of  that  association.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Auditors  of  the 
Vanderbilt  lines,  which  meet  monthly.  Made  a 
Mason  at  Richmond,  Va.,  in  Temple  Lodge, 
No.  9,  he  now  belongs  to  Washington 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  No.  9,  and  St.  Andrew 
Commandery,  K.  T. ,  No.  13,  both  also  of 
Richmond  ;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
Syria  Temple,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  He  is  treas- 
urer of  Fort  Pitt  Conclave,  No.  429,  of  the 
Improved  Order  of  Heptasophs  at  Pittsburg. 
In  politics  he  is  an  active  Republican,  but  not 
an  aspirant  to  office. 

On  September  20,  1876,  Mr.  Bronson  mar- 
ried Grace  Darling  Ransom,  of  Covington, 
Ky.,  a  daughter  of  Haynes  Porter  Ransom, 
who  was  formerly  for  many  years  the  secretary 
of  the  Kentucky  Central  Railroad.  The  Ran- 
soms originally  came  from  Middletown,  Conn., 
where  Mrs.  Bronson  was  born.  Her  mother 
was  Maria  Louise  Pelton  Ransom,  of  an  old 
New  England  family.  The  children  of  Mr. 
Bronson  are:  Maria  Louise,  born  Augiist  28, 
1877,  who  died  June  17,  1878;  Elizabeth 
Holland,  born  October  17,  1879,  ^^'^o  's  still 
at  home;  and  Charles  Winslo^v,  born  June  13, 
1882,  who  is  attending  school,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bronson  are  members  of  the  Calvary  Episco- 
pal Church.  Their  home  is  at  544  Sheridan 
Avenue,  in  the  East  End  district  of  Pittsburg. 


f^OHN  GROETZINGER,  Alderman  and 
Magistrate  for  the  Third  Ward  of  Pitts- 
burg,   was    born     here,     February    23, 

1850,  son   of  John   and    Rosma   K.    (Kiedisch) 
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Groetzinger.  The  parents,  who  were  both 
natives  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  who 
came  to  this  country  in  their  youth,  were 
married  in  Pittsburg.  When  their  only  living 
child  was  a  year  and  a  half  old,  the  father  was 
drowned  in  the  Ohio,  as  the  result  of  stepping 
off  a  boat  in  his  sleep.  The  mother  afterward 
married  John  Wetzel,  and  had  four  other  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Clara,  now  the  wife  of  Evan 
Thomas,  is  living.  Mrs.  Wetzel  died  in 
1881,  having  also  survived  her  second  husband, 
whose  death  occurred  in  1869. 

John  Groetzinger  attended  the  public  schools 
and  the  German  school  in  Pittsburg  until  four- 
teen years  old.  Afterward  he  learned  the 
blacksmith  trade,  and  followed  it  until  he  was 
nineteen.  Then  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Volunteer  Fire  Department,  and  in  a  month's 
time  was  made  driver.  When  the  Pay  Fire 
Department  was  organized,  in  1871,  he  was 
retained  in  the  same  capacity,  serving  for 
twelve  years  with  the  Hook  and  Ladder  Com- 
pany A  and  Engine  Company  No.  3,  and  shar- 
ing in  the  extinction  of  many  disastrous  fires. 
During  a  portion  of  this  time  the  company 
covered  the  whole  city.  In  1882  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  captain  of  the  com- 
pany. In  1885,  four  nights  before  his  term 
expired,  he  was  caught  in  the  third  story  of  a 
burning  building,  which  fell  before  he  could 
escape.  The  injuries  he  then  received  inca- 
pacitated him  for  work  for  four  months. 
After  his  recovery  he  served  as  Constable  for 
Allegheny  County  until  1S97.  Then  he  was 
appointed  Alderman  by  the  Governor  to  serve 
for  the  unexpired  term  of  Alderman  John 
Gripp,  who  had  been  elected  as  Recorder. 
Mr.  Groetzinger  has  been  an  active  politician 
since  1882.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council  for  the  Third  Ward  in  1S90, 
1892,  1894,  and  1896;  and  he  served  on  sev- 
eral   committees,   that   of    the    Public  Works, 


and,  when  the  fine  Public  Safety  Building 
was  erected,  that  of  Public  Safety.  Also, 
he  has  been  frequently  a  delegate  to  State 
conventions.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Young 
Men's  Republican  Tariff  Club  and  of  the 
Owl  Club,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
the  city;  a  member  and  the  treasurer  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.  ;  an  original  member  of  the  Order 
of  the  World ;  and  he  belongs  to  the  Order 
of  Elks  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  has 
always  been  an  active  worker  in  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  there  will  undoubtedly  be  no 
opposition  to  his  re-election  in  the  fall. 

In  1 87 1  Mr.  Groetzinger  married  Sarah  C. 
McKain,  of  Allegheny,  daughter  of  Samuel 
McKain.  They  have  two  sons  :  Samuel  C.  G., 
born  in  1884;  and  Thomas  G.  E.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Groetzinger  are  members  of  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  church,  corner  of  Sixth  and 
Smithfield  Streets. 


/^^TeORGE  a.  MACBETH,  who,  as  the 
\  p  I  pioneer  manufacturer  of  optical 
glass,  is  identified  with  the  leading 
interests  of  Pittsburg,  was  born  in  Urbana, 
Ohio,  October  29,  1845.  A  son  of  James  R. 
and  Frances  B.  (Bayard)  Macbeth,  both  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  he  descends  from  the 
Scotch  Macbeths,  some  of  whom  were  driven 
by  religious  persecution  from  their  own  coun- 
try, and  tied  to  the  north  of  Ireland.  Other 
forms  of  the  name  are  Mackbeathe,  MacBeth, 
and  McBeth. 

One  Alexander  Macbeth,  born  in  the 
County  Antrim,  Ireland,  married  Mrs.  Nancy 
Hambleton,  whose  first  husband  was  acciden- 
tally drowned.  Subsequently  Alexander  emi- 
grated to  the  colony  of  Penn  prior  to  the  Eng- 
lish and  French  War.  With  him  came  two 
brothers,  Andrew  and  John.  Andrew  married 
Mrs.    Ann    Fleming,    who    had    by    him    one 
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child,  Alexander,  born  in  Cumberland -County, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1762.      This  Alexander  Mac- 
beth, the  paternal  grandfather  of   George  A., 
in   his  early  manhood   was  the   Colonel    of   a 
body    of     Pennsylvania     troops.        He    visited 
Ohio    in    1S06,    and    there    bought    property. 
Settling    on    this    property    in    the    following 
year,  he  was  a  pioneer  of   Champaign  County. 
He  built  the  first   brick   house    in   the   county, 
and  took   across   the   mountains   the   first   car- 
riage   with    springs.       Twice    elected    to    the 
Ohio  legislature,  he  was  serving  his  first  term 
when  it  was  convened   at    Chillicothe,  and   his 
second  when   it  met  at   Zanesville.      He  was 
also   the   first   man   to    take   a    large    cargo    of 
grain    and    whiskey   down    the    Auglaize    and 
Maumee  Rivers  to   Black   Rock,  near   Buffalo, 
where  he  disposed  of  it,  and  reloaded  his   boat 
with  salt.      On  the  return  trip  he   contracted  a 
disease  that   proved   fatal.      The   salt   did   not 
reach  its  destination  until   the  following  win- 
ter, when  its  sale   brought   from    seventeen   to 
eighteen  dollars   a   barrel.      On   July  8,    1790, 
he   married    Rachel    Whitehill,  who   was   born 
May  6,    1764,    and   died    February    13,    1846. 
The  record  of  the   births   and   deaths   of   their 
children    is   as   follows:    Andrew,    born    April 
18,   1 79 1,  died  in  June,   1863;   Mary,  born  Oc- 
tober   II,    1792,    died   July    11,    1871  ;    Eliza- 
beth, born    February  14,   1794,   died   February 
14,    1852;    Robert   VV.,    born    September    21, 
1795,  died   February  4,    1857;   Eleanor,    born 
June     19,      1797,     died     in     January,      1865; 
Rachel,    born    July    15,    1799,    died    in    early 
life;   Alexander,    born    April    17,    1801  ;    Ann 
Maria,  born   January    22,   1803,  died    May   30, 
1S69;  and   James  Reed,  born    March   6,   1805, 
died  August  29,   1882. 

Rachel  Whitehill  Macbeth  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  the  James  Whitehill  born 
in  1700,  who  was  twice  married,  and  who 
died   February  2,   1766,  at  Pequea,    Lancaster 


County.      His  first  wife  died  young,  leaving  a 
son,    James   Whitehill,  who,    born    January  i, 
1725,    married   in   June,    1751,    and    died   De- 
cember   25,     1757.       After    her    death    James 
Whitehill,    Sr.,  married    Rachel    Craswell,    of 
Lancaster    County,    who   bore    him   nine   chil- 
dren, namely:  John,  born  December   i,   1729, 
who   married    Nancy    Sanderson,    August    13, 
1755;  Jane,  born  June   25,   1731,  who  died  in 
March,    1740;   Elizabeth,    born  July    i,   1733, 
who    on    April     i,     1752,     married     Colonel 
James   Moore;    Robert,    born   July   24,    1735, 
who  married  Eleanor  Reed,  February  i,   1759, 
and     died     April     8,      1S13,     in    Cumberland 
County;   Sarah,    born   January    19,    1737,   who 
married  George  Stewart,  March   15,  1760,  and 
died    May    12,    1778;    Rachel,    born   June    15, 
1739,    who  married    Thomas    Irwin,    June    15, 
1772,  and  died    May   5,   1812;   Margaret,    born 
July    I,    1741,  who  on   January    i,   1765,   mar- 
ried   Robert    Craig,    and    died    February    14, 
1777;    David,    born    May    24,    1743,    who   on 
April  8,    1770,  married   Rachel   Clemson;   and 
Joseph,    born    August    2,    1746,    who    married 
Mary    Kennedy   on    May    20,    1780,    and   died 
March  25,    1S08.     Joseph  settled   in    Warren 
County,    Ohio,    near    Lebanon,    where    he    be- 
came    conspicuous    as    a    politician,    and    for 
some   years  'served    as    Treasurer    of     Ohio. 
The  record  of  the  children   born   to  him   and 
his  wife  is  as  follows:  James,  born  April  21, 
1781,  died  January  18,   1810:  Jane,  born  June 
II,    1783,   died   February    15,    1865;  Rachel, 
born  February  15,   1785,  was  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Morris,  of  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  died  April  27, 
1856;  Joseph,  born    December   30,   17S6,  died 
November  4,    1861;    Mary,   born    October    19, 
1788,  married   Thomas   Smith  on  February  6, 
1S17,    and  died  August    28,     1849;    Hannah, 
born   November   28,    1790,    successively   mar- 
ried    a     Mr.     Freeman     and    Judge    Thomas 
Smith,  and  died  November  25,   1866;  Susan- 
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nah,  born  October  25,  1792,  married  M.  Tate, 
December  25,  18 17,  and  died  January  15, 
1S73;  Thomas,  born  November  2,  1794,  died 
July  18,  1 8 16;  Rebecca,  born  October  21, 
1796,  successively  married  a  Mr.  Cowan  and 
Nathan  Fiske,  and  died  April  13,  1838;  and 
Julia  Ann,  born  June  25,  iSoi,  died  in  Janu- 
ary, 18 1 3.  Robert  Whitehill,  the  second  son 
of  James  and  Rachel  (Craswell)  Whitehill, 
on  February  i,  1759,  married  Eleanor,  daugh- 
ter of  Adam  and  Mary  Reed.  Their  children 
were:  Adam,  born  February  27,  1760,  who 
died  April  25,  1780;  Mary,  born  February  i, 
1762,  who  died  in  September,  1778;  Rachel, 
who,  born  May  6,  1764,  married  Alexander 
Macbeth,  as  above  stated;  James,  born  in 
1766,  who  died  May  1 2,  1832";  Robert,'  born 
September  13,  1768,  who  died  August  27, 
1829;  Elizabeth,  born  March  6,  1770,  who 
married  Richard  M.  Grain ;  Eleanor,  born 
February  9,  1773,  who  died  November  28, 
1818;  and  John,  born  April  10,  1775,  who 
died  November  30,  1816.  Robert  Whitehill, 
Jr.,  who  was  an  attorney,  studied  law  with  Ed- 
mund Randolph,  of  Philadelphia.  A  highly 
cultured  man,  he  was  intimate  with  many 
prominent  people,  including  General  Lafay- 
ette, with  whom  he  travelled  during  his  tour 
of  America;  and  he  was  groomsman  at  the 
wedding  of  two  of  the  daughters  of  Thomas 
Jefferson. 

James  R.  Macbeth,  boin  and  reared  in  Gar- 
lisle,  Pa.,  studied  law  with  his  uncle,  James 
Whitehill,  but  afterward  became  a  merchant 
in  Ohio.  On  November  15,  1832,  he  was 
married  by  the  Rev.  Leroy  Woods  to  P'rances 
A.  Bayard.  The  Bayard  family  originated  in 
France,  deriving  their  surname  from  their 
chateau  in  Dauphine,  about  six  miles  from 
Grenoble.  The  original  name  was  Du  Ter- 
rall,  the  celebrated  knight  of  the  family  being 
known    as     Pierre    du    Terrall,   Seigneur    de 


Bayard.  He  died  unmarried,  April  30,  1524, 
aged  forty-eight  years.  During  the  religious 
troubles  that  distracted  France  in  the  six- 
teenth century,  some  members  of  the  family 
fled  to  Holland,  where  one  of  them  married 
Anna  Stuyvesant,  a  sister  of  the  first  Dutch 
Governor  of  New  York.  After  the  death  of 
her  husband  she  accompanied  Peter  Stuy- 
vesant to  New  York,  landing  there  in  1647, 
with  her  children.  One  of  the  latter,  Petrus 
Bayard,  became  the  possessor  of  property  on 
Bohemia  Manor,  which  was  afterward  owned 
and  occupied  by  his  son,  Samuel  Bayard. 
Samuel  married  Susanna  Bouchelle,  and 
reared  one  son,  also  named  Samuel.  This 
Samuel  Bayard  married  Francina  Mauldan, 
and  had  a  large  family.  His  son,  Peter 
Bayard,  born  June  16,  1732,  also  reared  sev- 
eral children  born  of  his  marriage,  including 
a  third  Samuel  Bayard,  his  eldest  child.  The 
third  Samuel,  who,  born  February  20,  1763, 
died  May  8,  18 14,  married  Elizabeth  Woods. 
Frances  A.  Bayard,  who  became  the  wife  of 
James  Reed  Macbeth,  was  one  of  their  chil- 
dren. By  her  James  Reed  Macbeth  became 
the  father  of  six  children  —  Gharles  Edgar, 
Helen,  Anna  Rachel,  James  Bayard,  George 
Alexander,  and  Sarah  Frances. 

Leaving  Urbana,  Ohio,  George  A.  Macbeth, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  went  in  1862  to 
Springfield,  in  the  same  State,  where  he  was 
a  clerk  in  a  retail  drug  store  for  the  following 
six  years.  In  1868  he  came  to  Pittsburg,  and 
was  here  engaged  in  the  wholesale  drug  busi- 
ness during  the  next  tiiree  years.  His  en- 
trance into  the  glass  business  was  made  in 
1872,  when  he  became  a  travelling  salesman. 
Subsequently  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  glass,  undertaking  lamp  glass  in  1877,  and 
being  the  first  in  the  United  States  to  make 
optical  glass.  In  1893  he  exhibited  the  first 
specimens  of  American-made  optical  glass  at 
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the  World's  Fair,  held  in  Cliicago,  receiving 
therefor  a  prize,  a  medal,  and  a  diploma. 
From  the  first  he  has  met  with  great  success, 
his  early  achievements  meeting  with  as  much 
favor  from  the  public  as  his  later.  At  the 
World's  Fair  Mr.  Macbeth  was  alternate  Com- 
missioner, receiving  his  appointment  from 
Governor  Patterson.  He  takes  an  indepen- 
dent course  in  politics.  In  religion  he  is  a 
Svvedenborgian. 


<^YP  |ORRIS  A.  GOODSTONE,  M.D., 
a  physician  of  recognized  merit 
and  ability,  successfully  engaged 
in  his  chosen  profession  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  is 
a  man  of  scholarly  attainments  and  an  expert 
linguist,  having  at  his  command  eight  lan- 
guages, which  he  can  read  or  write  with  flu- 
ency. He  was  born  in  Russia,  February  22, 
1865,  the  eldest  son  of  Bernard  L.  and  Dora 
(Jacobson)  Goodstone,  the  former  of  whom  is 
a  merchant  in  Augustowo,  greatly  esteemed 
by  his  townspeople  and  many  acquaintances 
elsewhere  for  his  honesty,  integrity,  philan- 
thropy, as  well  as  for  his  liberal  views,  free 
from  antiquated  prejudices  and  fanaticism. 

Naturally,  the  father  from  the  first  decided 
to  do  all  in  his  power  to  spare  no  means  at  his 
command  toward  giving  Morris,  his  eldest  son, 
a  thorough  education,  fitting  him  for  any 
career  in  life  be  might  afterward  choose.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  addition  to  sending  the  boy  to 
the  public  schools  of  the  town,  he  engaged 
private  tutors  to  instruct  him  in  certain 
branches  that  are  not  taught  in  those  schools. 
When  the  boy  outgrew  the  facilities  for  learn- 
ing in  his  native  town,  he  was  sent  by  his 
father  to  the  Polytechnic  School  of  Riga,  one 
of  the  foremost  colleges  of  Russia,  in  which 
school  much  stress  was  laid  upon  the  study  of 
modern    languages.      Subsequently  he    entered 


the  gymnasium  (college)  of  Suwalki,  where 
much  stress  was  laid  upon  the  study  of  Latin 
and  Greek.  Previous  to  sending  his  son  to 
the  colleges,  the  father,  in  accordance  with  his 
own  views,  but  particularly  in  compliance  with 
a  wish  expressed  on  her  death-bed  by  his 
lamented  wife,  the  mother  of  Morris,  an 
estimable,  intelligent,  kind-hearted  woman, 
who  died  in  the  prime  of  her  life,  had  him 
instructed  by  the  best  teachers  obtainable  in 
the  ancient  original  Hebrew  language  and  all 
the  tenets  and  rudiments  of  the  Hebrew  re- 
ligion, including  the  Talmud  in  the  original; 
and  so  deeply  engraved  were  these  studies 
upon  his  youthful  memory  that  the  lapse  of 
years  and  the  studies  of  various  other  lan- 
guages and  different  scientific  subjects  did  not 
in  the  least  efface  them. 

While  in  Riga  all  was  smooth  sailing  for  the 
young  student.  His  father's  financial  affairs 
being  in  a  prosperous  condition,  the  son 
wanted  in  nothing,  and  he  could  devote  all  his 
time  to  his  studies.  J3ut  in  Suwalki  things 
were  different.  In  the  summer  of  1882  a 
great  conflagration,  incendiary  in  its  origin, 
destroyed  the  largest  portion  of  Augustowo; 
and  the  elder  Goodstone  was  one  of  the  heavi- 
est sufferers,  his  business  receiving  a  blow 
from  which  it  never  fully  recovered.  Then 
the  young  student  was  first  confronted  with  the 
hard  realities  of  life.  But  by  giving  private 
lessons  or  tutoring  he  managed  to  make  a 
living,  such  as  it  was,  good  enough  for  a  poor 
earnest  student,  whose  wants  and  requirements 
are  of  necessity  quite  limited.  All  this  was 
not  an  easy  task  by  any  means,  but  one  cheer- 
fully and  philosophically  done,  there  being  no 
alternative.  And  so  things  would  have  gone 
along  satisfactorily  enough,  but  for  other  cir- 
cumstances. The  colleges  and  universities  in 
Russia  being  under  direct  government  control 
and  supervision,  and  that  government  being  an 
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autocratic  and  despotic  one,  it  naturally  fol- 
lows that  the  lot  of  a  student  in  Russia  is  in- 
deed a  hard  one.  He  is  subjected  to  such 
strict  rules  and  regulations,  his  every  step  and 
movement  are  under  such  strict  surveillance 
of  the  college  authorities,  their  spies  and 
underlings,  who  would  control  his  very 
thoughts,  that  no  student  in  this  country  can 
form  an  adequate  idea  of  it.  This  oppression 
and  restriction  were  particularly  hard  and 
harsh  during  the  years  immediately  following 
the  assassination  of  Czar  Alexander  II.  in 
1881  ;  for  then  the  authorities  were  deter- 
mined to  "nip  in  the  bud"  any  sprouts  of 
nihilism  or  any  other  kind  of  ism. 

But  if  the  life  of  a  student  in  general  was 
miserable,  that  of  a  student  of  the  Hebrew 
faith  was  doubly  so,  owing  to  the  deep-rooted, 
though  groundless,  prejudices  against  the  He- 
brews, and  the  consequent  unjust,  harsh,  dis- 
criminating laws  against  that  race.  Is  it  any 
wonder,  then,  that  a  spirit  of.  unrest  and  dis- 
satisfaction prevailed  particularly  among  the 
Hebrew  students.''  This  spirit  was  intensi- 
fied by  the  atrocities  and  excesses  committed 
by  the  riotous  Russian  moujiks  (peasants) 
against  Hebrews  in  many  parts  of  Western  and 
South-western  Russia  in  18S2  and  1883  —  a 
matter  of  history.  Then  many  young  men, 
though  not  directly  sufferers  from  those  riots, 
but  hurt  morally,  were  convinced  that  their 
native  country  was  a  great  and  good  country  to 
be  away  from. 

In  looking  around  for  a  new  home,  for  a 
country  where  they  would  meet  fair  play  and 
enjoy  equal  opportunities  in  the  struggle  for 
existence,  they  naturally  were  attracted  to  the 
great  and  mighty  republic  of  North  America, 
the  fame  of  which,  as  the  land  of  the  free  and 
home  of  the  brave,  penetrated  everywhere  in 
the  civilized  world.  Accordingly,  thousands 
of  young  Russian  students,  full  of  life,  honest 


ambition,  and  energy,  emigrated  to  the  United 
States.  In  the  fall  of  1884  Mr.  Goodstone 
was  one  of  these  new  arrivals.  He  disem- 
barked in  New  York;  but  on  the  advice  of  a 
friend  he  came  to  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  the  fame  of 
whose  wonderful  resources  and  industries  he 
had  read  about  in  his  native  country.  Many 
and  various  were  the  hardships  the  recent  emi- 
grant had  to  contend  with,  the  obstacles  to 
surmount,  stranger  as  he  was  in  a  strange  land, 
unfamiliar  with  the  language,  customs,  ways, 
and  habits  of  the  country  of  his  adoption,  an 
inexperienced  school-boy,  having  passed  his 
youth  poring  over  books  and  various  theoreti- 
cal things,  unfamiliar  with  the  real,  practical 
side  of  life.  But,  nothing  daunted,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  a  situation  as  a  clerk  in  a 
store  kept  by  one  of  his  countrymen  in  Pitts- 
burg. Of  course,  the  pecuniary  remunera- 
tion was  a  very  meagre  one,  but  this  was  of 
secondary  importance:  all  the  new  arrival 
wanted  was  to  make  enough  at  first  to  keep 
body  and  soul  together,  but  to  have  and  uti- 
lize the  spare  moments  toward  acquiring  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  English  language, 
and  familiarize  himself  with  the  history  of  the 
United  States,  its  constitution,  and  institu- 
tions. 

In  a  short  time  he  obtained  a  better  posi- 
tion, that  of  a  book-keeper  for  a  firm  in  Con- 
nellsville.  Pa.  There  his  pay  was  such  that, 
by  practising  strict  economy,  he  was  enabled 
to  begin  to  save  a  little  money.  In  the  fall  of 
1887  a  cousin  of  his  in  Darlington,  S. C, 
near  Charleston,  wrote  to  him  to  come  to 
accept  a  position  as  salesman  and  book-keeper 
in  his  general  merchandise  store  in  that  town, 
holding  out  some  alluring  hopes.  Accord- 
ingly Goodstone  went  to  Darlington  ;  but  the 
monotony  and  dulness  of  life  in  a  small  South- 
ern town  were  not  congenial  to  the  aspiring 
young  man,  who  never  for  a  moment   in  all  his 
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hardships  and  vicissitudes  lost  sight  of  his 
ultimate  aim  —  not  that  of  any  sordid  gain,  but 
to  enter  the  ranks  of  one  of  the  learned  profes- 
sions. Nothing  of  the  kind  could  be  thought 
of  if  he  decided  to  remain  in  that  out-of-the- 
way  small  Southern  town.  So  in  1888  Good- 
stone  returned  East,  obtaining  a  position  as 
book-keeper  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.  After  a  sojourn 
of  a  year  or  so,  he  decided  to  return  to  his  old 
love,  Pittsburg. 

Here  he  subsequently  obtained  a  position  of 
book-keeper  with  Mr.  J.  Wolkowsky,  a  well- 
known  and  esteemed  wholesale  clothing  mer- 
chant of  Fifth  Avenue;  and,  thanks  to  his 
employer's  sympathetic  nature  and  kindness, 
Goodstone  was  enabled,  while  faithfully  per- 
forming his  clerical  duties,  in  the  evenings 
and  off-days  generally,  to  pursue  the  study  of 
medicine  in  the  West  Penn  Medical  College, 
paying  his  own  expenses  and  college  fees  dur- 
ing that  time,  and  to  a  great  extent  financially 
assisting  his  younger  sister,  who  was  studying 
midwifery  in  the  Imperial  Obstetrical  Insti- 
tute of  Warsaw,  Poland.  All  this,  as  can  well 
be  imagined,  was  a  very  arduous  task  for  the 
medical  student,  especially  so  during  his  third 
year  in  the  college;  but  determination  and  the 
prospect  of  soon  attaining  the  aim  so  greatly 
desired  and  cherished  by  himself,  as  by  his 
dear  ones  in  his  native  home,  sustained  him 
and  gave  him  the  strength  to  successfully  pass 
his  examinations  in  1892  and  receive  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Dr.  Goodstone 
opened  an  office  in  McKeesport,  Pa.  ;  but  six 
months  later  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
took  a  post-graduate  couise  in  the  Chicago 
Polyclinic.  Again  returning  to  Pittsburg,  the 
Doctor  established  himself  here  as  a  practi- 
tioner; and  he  is  now  meeting  with  unques- 
tioned pros[)erity  in  the  scientific  field  to 
which  he  is  devoting  his  life. 

Dr.    M.    A.    Goodstone  was  united   in   mar- 


riage June  16,  1896,  to  Miss  Fanny  R.  Le- 
vaur,  daughter  of  S.  D.  Levaur,  a  retired  busi- 
ness man  of  this  cit)'.  The  Doctor  met  and 
loved  this  estimable  lady  prior  to  his  embark- 
ing upon  the  study  of  medicine;  and  his  feel- 
ings were  fortunately  reciprocated,  their  mut- 
ual love  and  devotion  remaining  constant 
through  all  the  various  vicissitudes  and  hard- 
ships of  the  life  of  a  struggling  student  and 
that  of  a  beginning  practitioner  of  medicine. 
Dr.  Goodstone  is  of  a  retiring,  quiet,  studious 
disposition,  strictly  a  home  man,  preferring  to 
do  good  to  others  in  his  own  unostentatious 
way,  sincerely  devoted  to  his  beloved  and  lov- 
ing wife,  whose  unusual  skill  and  excellence 
as  a  housewife,  as  well  as  her  sweet  disposi- 
tion, make  his  home  life  a  happy  one. 

Politically,  the  Doctor  has  the  courage  of 
his  convictions,  voting  independent  of  party 
restrictions.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of 
West  Penn  Medical  Alumni  Club  and  various 
other  organizations,  medical  and  otherwise. 
Religiously,  he  attends  and  supports  the  syna- 
gogue, "  Tree  of  Life." 


•AMES  DICKSON,  one  of  the  oldest 
market  gardeners  on  Neville  Island, 
was  born  April  30,  1S22,  on  Prince 
Edward  Island,  Canada,  son  of  William  and 
Jane  (Patterson)  Dickson.  His  parents  were 
born,  married,  and  had  three  sons  in  Wigton- 
shire,  Scotland,  before  the  family  emigrated 
to  Nova  Scotia.  March  4  they  left  Scotland; 
and  April  30  James  Dickson,  the  fourth  son, 
was  born.  From  Nova  Scotia  they  came  to 
Pittsburg,  which  they  reached  on  July  6,  1822. 
Here  the  father  began  working  at  his  trade, 
while  he  resided  on  Seventh  Street.  He 
remained  in  Pittsburg  until  he  came  to  Neville 
Island,  a  few  years  after  his  son  James  settled 
there.      His  children   were:  David,    who  died 


BIOGRAPHICAL   REVIEW 


389 


in  California  in  1852;  William,  who  was  an 
engineer  on  the  river,  and  died  of  yellow 
fever  in  New  Orleans;  Peter,  who  was  also  an 
engineer,  and  died  in  New  Orleans;  James, 
subject  of  this  sketch ;  Margaret,  now  Mrs. 
May,  of  North  Avenue;  and  Mary,  deceased. 
The  father  was  a  member  and  an  Elder  of  the 
Presbvterian  church.  He  was  well  known  and 
influential  in  Pittsburg  and  Neville  Island. 

James  Dickson  came  to  Neville  Island  when 
ten  years  of  age.  After  receiving  some  fur- 
ther schooling,  he  began  to  work  at  gardening 
for  David  Hamilton,  now  one  of  the  oldest 
residents  of  the  island.  In  time  he  became  a 
skilful  gardener,  and  in  1839  he  and  Mr. 
Hamilton  formed  a  partnership  that  continued 
for  five  years.  He  began  business  for  himself 
in  1844,  and  in  the  following  year  he  bought 
the  first  land  he  ever-  owned.  There  were 
only  fourteen  acres;  but  he  brought  them  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  took  his  produce 
to  Pittsburg,  carrying  it  seven  miles  in  a 
canoe  and  selling  it  on  the  market.  At  that 
time  the  ladies  of  the  most  prominent  fami- 
lies of  the  city  did  their  own  marketing,  and 
everything  was  sold  in  small  amounts,  one 
peck  of  potatoes  being  the  largest  quantity 
sold  and  one-half  peck  the  usual  cjuantity. 
Mr.  Dickson  kept  the  old  farm  until  i860, 
when  he  bought  the  place  where  he  lives  at 
present.  He  now  has  a  fine  garden  of  thirty- 
two  acres  under  the  best  possible  cultivation  ; 
and  the  produce  is  transported  by  team,  steam 
car,  or  boat,  as  the  occasion  may  need.  Mr. 
Dickson  has  been  on  the  Pittsburg  market  for 
over  sixty-five  years,  and  remembers  when 
Pittsburg  extended  only  to  Union  Depot  up 
the  Allegheny  River,  and  to  Smithfield  Street 
Bridge  up  the  Monongahela.  He  has  given 
his  attention  to  vegetables  entirely,  employ- 
ing a  regular  force  of  five  men  and  in  the 
busy  season    three    or   four    extra    men.      His 


produce  can  be  found  in  the  market  all  the 
year  round.  He  was  among  the  first  to  rent 
a  stall  in  the  Old  Circular  Market  and  also  in 
the  new  one.  He  has  been  prominent  in  all 
local  affairs,  was  Town  Treasurer  for  about 
thirty  years  and  Tax  Collector  for  twenty 
years.  He  was  also  treasurer  of  the  Neville 
Island  School  Board  for  thirty-five  years,  and 
president  of  it  for  six  years,  and  two  new 
buildings  were  erected  during  his  incumbency. 
Mr.  Dickson  has  been  a  strong  Republican 
since  1856,  when  he  left  the  old  Whig  party 
to  join  the  new  organization.  He  has  been 
delegate  to  different  conventions  many  times, 
and  is  one  of  the  leading  and  reliable  men  of 
his  party  in  Neville  township. 

In  1856  Mr.  Dickson  was  made  a  Mason  in 
Allegheny  Lodge,  No.  223,  and  is  a  charter 
member  of  McKinley  Lodge,  No.  218.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  Duquesne  Chapter,  No. 
193;  of  Mount  Moriah  Council,  No.  2;  of 
Pittsburg  Commandery,  No.  i  ;  and  of  the 
Lodge  of  Perfection.  He  has  taken  fourteen 
degrees  in  the  Pittsburg  Grand  Council  of 
Princes  of  Jerusalem  and  eighteen  degrees  in 
the  Pittsburg  Grand  Chapter.  He  is  a  thirty- 
second  degree  Mason  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Sovereign  Grand  Consistory;  and  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Masonic  Veterans  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  October  30,  1886.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  I.  O.  O.  F.,  belonging  to  McFar- 
land  Lodge,  No.  30,  and  to  Alleghany  En- 
campment, No.  2. 

On  October  13,  1842,  Mr.  Dickson  married 
Mary  Hamilton,  daughter  of  David  Hamilton, 
Sr.,  one  of  the  early  settlers  on  Neville 
Island.  Her  grandfather  owned  a  farm  on  the 
banks  of  the  Monongahela  River.  Her  father, 
who  was  a  Scotchman,  married  Mary  Gibbs, 
and  thereafter  lived  on  the  island.  Mrs. 
Dickson  was  born  on  the  island,  and  has  con- 
stantly lived  there.      The  children  of  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Dickson  are:  William,  who  is  now  at 
Chartiers;  Mary  A.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Au- 
gustus Cole,  and  lives  next  to  her  parents; 
Jennie,  now  Mrs.  Robert  Hayes,  of  Alle- 
gheny; Lizzie,  the  wife  of  Ale-xander  Phillips, 
also  living  on  the  island;  David,  whose  resi- 
dence is  near  by;  John  E.,  who  lives  with  his 
parents;  Emma,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  J. 
Parker;  Maggie,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Stevenson, 
of  North-east  Pennsylvania;  and  Algernon 
B.,  Finley  S.,  and  Wilson  J.,  all  still  at 
home.  There  are  thirty-eight  grandchildren 
and  twelve  living  great-grandchildren,  and 
there  was  not  a  break  in  the  family  circle 
until  the  death  of  the  little  son  of  Mrs.  Steven- 
son. Mr.  Dickson  has  had  a  family  reunion, 
which  si.xty  descendants  attended.  Both  he 
and  Mrs.  Dickson  are  charter  members  of  the 
Neville  Island  Presbyterian  Church,  and  all 
their  family  are  members  of  the  same  society. 
Wilson  Dickson  is  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. 

Three  of  Mr.  Dickson's  sons  —  David,  John 
E.,  and  Wilson — are  thirty-second  degree 
Masons,  like  their  father.  The  fine  substan- 
tial residence  that  is  now  the  home  of  the  fam- 
ily was  built  by  Mr.  Dickson  upon  the  site  of 
his  former  residence,  which  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  the  preceding  year. 


§AMES  BONAR,  the  senior  partner  in 
the  firm  of  James  Bonar  &  Co.,  of 
Pittsburg,  was  born  in  Dunfermline, 
Fifeshire,  Scotland,  April  3,  1864.  He 
traces  his  lineage  back  through  several  gen- 
erations of  honest  and  upright  ancestors. 
His  father,  a  student  and  hard-working  man, 
was  born  on  the  field  of  the  famous  battle  of 
Bannockburn.  His  mother  is  still  living  in 
Dunfermline,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
James  Bonar  was  the  first  boy  to  receive  the 


scholarship  given  in  his  native  town  by  Mr. 
Andrew  Carnegie.  This  secured  him  a  good 
education  in  a  school  at  Dunfermline  in 
which  students  are  prepared  for  the  universi- 
ties. When  he  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age, 
an  old  friend  of  his  advised  him  to  learn  some 
handicraft,  saying  that  he  would  do  well  to 
educate  not  merely  his  brain,  but  his  hands. 
Acting  upon  this  suggestion,  the  lad  went 
into  the  establishment  of  the  Dunfermline 
P'oundry  and  Machine  Company  as  an  appren- 
tice at  the  machinist's  trade.  During  the 
first  year  he  received  four  shillings  a  week 
and  during  the  next  five  shillings.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen,  equipped  with  a  good  knowl- 
edge of  the  business,  he  went  to  London,  and 
became  a  workman  in  the  pump  works  of  Per- 
kins, Hopkins  &  Co.  In  London  and  at 
Leeds,  where  he  afterward  worked,  Mr.  Bonar 
found  time  to  increase  both  his  theoretical 
and  practical  knowledge  of  machinery  by  at- 
tending courses  of  in.=truction  in  the  Govern- 
ment Technical  School,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  received  a  number  of  certificates 
bearing  the  government  stamp.  Ambitious 
to  excel  in  his  chosen  work,  and  desirous  of 
placing  himself  in  a  position  where  he  would 
be  environed  by  the  greatest  possibilities  for 
commercial  development,  Mr.  Bonar  deter- 
mined to  come  to  the  great  coal  and  iron  re- 
gion of  Pennsylvania.  Shortly  after  his  ar- 
rival in  this  country,  in  1884,  he  secured  a 
position  in  the  Keystone  Bridge  Works  of  the 
Carnegie  Steel  Company.  Mr.  Bonar  re- 
mained for  some  years  with  this  company,  and 
was  successively  assistant  chief  engineer  at 
the  Lucy  furnaces,  inspector  of  machinery  in 
the  various  departments,  and  finally  assistant 
purchasing  agent.  In  this  last  position  he 
remained  for  six  years.  Later,  upon  the  re- 
organization of  the  Pittsburg  Gage  Company, 
he  became  interested  in  that,  and  was  chosen 
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its  secretary.  The  extensive  acquaintance 
with  all  kinds  of  machinery,  which  he  ac- 
quired while  connected  with  the  Carnegie 
Company,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  conditions 
governing  the  buying  and  selling  of  all  iron 
and  steel  machinery,  thoroughly  qualified  him 
to  open  a  business  for  himself.  Less  than  a 
year  ago  he  organized  the  firm  of  James  Bonar 
&  Co.,  contracting  engineers.  In  connection 
with  the  contracting  department  there  is  a 
large  business  carried  on  in  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  steam  appliances.  Mr.  Bonar  is 
the  patentee  of  a  live  steam  feed  water  purifier 
for  boilers.  He  aims  to  keep  in  stock  all  the 
latest  appliances  for  steam  plants,  and  is  con- 
stantly on  the  lookout  for  new  ideas.  He  is 
also  watchful  for  new  patents,  which  he  de- 
velops, if  upon  investigation  he  considers 
them  practicable. 

Mr.  Bonar  married  Miss  Fannie  Young 
Harrison,  of  Pittsburg,  daughter  of  John 
Harrison,  a  large  stone  contractor,  recently 
deceased.  Three  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bonar  —  James  Greig,  Mary 
Young,  and  Agnes  Harrison.  Mr.  Bonar  is  a 
member  of  the  Columbia  Association,  No.  15, 
of  Pittsburg,  National  Association  of  Station- 
ary Engineers.  His  successful  career  is  a 
good  illustration  of  what  pluck  and  energy 
will  do  for  a  man. 


(sfTOHN  DAVIDSON  MILLIGAN,  M.D., 
one  of  the  most  skilful  physicians  of 
Pittsburg,  was  born  near  Madison, 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  July  31,  185  i,  son 
of  James  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Davidson)  Milli- 
gan.  The  Milligans  are  a  family  noted  for 
longevity,  thrift,  and  morality.  Their  first 
representative  in  America  was  John  Milligan, 
who  was  born  near  the  home  of  Robert  Burns, 
in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  and  immigrated  prior  to 


the  Revolutionary  War,  locating  in  Chester 
County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1774.  He  was  a 
miller  by  occupation,  and  owned  and  operated 
a  mill,  which  was  destroyed  by  a  detachment 
of  British  troops  because  he  supplied  the  Con- 
tinental troops  with  flour.  He  became  a  sol- 
dier under  Washington,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war. 

John  Milligan  married,  in  1775,  Mary 
Adams,  of  Carlisle,  whose  paternal  ancestors 
were  from  New  England,  and  subsequently 
removed  to  Westmoreland  County,  where  he 
loated  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Willow- 
tree  Farm.  He  patented  four  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Sewickley  township.  He  served 
many  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  as  such 
made  a  record  for  marrying  more  couples  than 
any  other  justice  of  the  county.  It  is  said 
this  was  because  of  the  brevity  of  his  cere- 
mony. In  1802  he  started  with  a  boat-load 
of  flour  and  whiskey  to  New  Orleans.  The 
flour  soured  on  the  way;  and  he  took  it  to 
Liverpool,  England,  where  he  sold  it  to  the 
starch  manufacturers,  and  invested  the  proceeds 
in  dr}'  goods  and  general  merchandise.  He 
then  visited  his  native  place  in  Scotland,  and 
induced  his  half-brother,  James,  an  eloquent 
Scotch  Covenanter,  to  return  with  him  to 
America.  The  Rev.  James  Milligan  became 
noted  as  an  early  abolitionist. 

John  Milligan  had  ten  children,  among 
them  James  C,  a  successful  farmer,  who  was 
also  a  cabinet-maker,  and  made  all  the  coffins 
used  in  the  vicinity.  An  old-school  Cove- 
nanter in  religious  relief,  he  died  in  Sewick- 
ley township  in  1886,  aged  ninety-five  years. 
His  appearance  was  commanding,  he  being 
si.x  feet  two  inches  in  height.  He  married 
Deborah  Echels,  a  native  of  Carlisle,  Pa. 
Their  children  were:  John,  Mary,  Charles, 
James  M.,  Margaret,  Joseph  David,  Ellen, 
Stephen,  George,  and  Mnngo. 
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James  M.  Milligan,  son  of  James  C.  and  the 
father  of  the  Doctor,  was  born  on  New  Year's 
Day,  I  Si  9,  on  the  farm  patented  by  his  grand- 
father. He  has  been  successful  as  a  farmer,  is 
an  efficient  officer  in  the  United  Brethren 
church,  and  in  politics  an  active  Republican, 
having  held  various  local  ofifices.  He  taught 
school  in  early  life.  His  first  marriage,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1842,  was  to  Rosa  Murtland,  by 
whom  he  has  one  child,  named  Daniel  Murt- 
land. He  married  second,  October  10,  1850, 
Elizabeth  Davidson,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Hannah  Davidson.  The  first  representative  of 
this  branch  of  the  Davidson  family  in  America 
was  Robert  Davidson,  a  minister,  who,  with 
his  wife,  came  prior  to  the  Revolution,  and  set- 
tled in  Piiiladelphia,  where  he  died  about  1780. 
One  of  their  children  was  Jacob,  who,  after 
the  death  of  his  father,  was  placed  with  a 
Mennonite  family,  wliich  accounted  for  his 
fluent  use  cf  the  German  language.  After 
leaving  them,  he  became  a  miller,  and  after 
his  marriage  to  Mary  Young  he  emigrated  to 
Westmoreland  County.  They  had  ten  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  five  daughters.  The  fam- 
ily traditions  describe  Jacob  as  being  low  of 
stature,  five  feet,  five  inches,  square  and 
firmly  built,  unassuming  in  manner,  careful 
and  scrupulous,  as  well  as  industrious  and 
saving.  He  was  a  buhr-maker,  and  honest 
and  untiring  in  his  vocation.  Buhrs  of  his 
making  are  still  in  use.  Among  his  sons  was 
Samuel,  maternal  grandfather  of  Dr.  Milligan, 
born  at  Funks  Mills,  January,  1807.  He 
manied  Hannah  Christman,  and  had  three 
children.  One  of  them,  Elizabeth,  born 
March  22,  1S30,  married  James  M.  Milli- 
gan. The  children  of  Mr.  James  M.  Milli- 
gan and  his  second  wife  are:  John  D.,  Ro- 
setta,  Sarah  E.,  and  Harry  E. 

John  D.  Milligan  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  county.      He  studied 


medicine  with  Dr.  Lewis  Sutton,  of  West 
Newton,  and  in  1873  attended  lectures  at  the 
Western  Reserve  Medical  College,  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  In  1874  he  entered  the  Bellevue  LIos- 
pital  College  of  New  York  City,  where  he  was 
graduated  March  i,  1876.  During  the  spring 
of  the  succeeding  year  he  took  the  full  post- 
graduate course  at  Bellevue;  and,  beginning 
the  practice  of  medicine  at  Madison,  he  soon 
became  one  of  the  foremost  and  successful  phy- 
sicians of  the  county.  After  thirteen  years 
spent  in  his  native  town  he  selected  Greens- 
burg  as  being  a  wide  field  for  work,  and 
located  there  in  1890,  thence  removing  to 
Pittsburg,  where  he  has  taken  a  high  rank. 

Dr.  Milligan  is  a^  member  of  numerous 
orders  and  societies,  among  them  Westmore- 
land County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  is 
an  ex-president ;  the  Allegheny  County  Medi- 
cal Society;  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Ob- 
stetrical Society;  the  State  and  National  So- 
cieties; and  the  American  Railway  Surgeons' 
Association.  He  is  general  surgeon  of  the 
Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  and  has 
acquired  recognition  as  a  medical  expert, 
being  frequently  called  upon  as  such.  Llis 
knowledge  of  medical  jurisprudence  is  con- 
ceded to  be  of  a  high  order,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  most  successful  and  popular  practitioners 
of  Pittsburg.  He  is  one  of  the  leaders  in 
Masonic  circles,  being  a  Knight  Templar,  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and  a  member  of 
Syria  Temple  and  Peuna  Consistory,  of  Pitts- 
burg. He  is  also  connected  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
He  is  a  Presbyterian  in  religious  faith.  A 
Republican  in  politics,  he  is  public-spirited, 
and  is  a  man  of  affable  and  charming  manners. 

Dr.  Milligan  married  Miss  Margaret  Ede 
Jones,  of  Johnstown,  July  27,  1893,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  by  the  Rev.  D.  Jewett 
Davies.  Mrs.  Milligan  and  her  father,  Will- 
iam Wallace  Jones,  are  the  sole  survivors  of 
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a  family  of  seven,  all  the  others  having  been 
drowned  in  the  Johnstown  flood  of  Ma}'  31, 
18S9;  and  their  property  was  swept  away. 


n.LIAM  SCOTT,  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Pittsburg  bar,  was 
born  in  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  May  8, 
1850,  son  of  John  and  Annie  E.  (Eyster) 
Scott.  His  paternal  ancestors  were  Scotch- 
Irish,  who,  after  the  siege  of  Derry  and  the 
granting  of  Penn's  charter,  in  common  with 
many  others,  fled  to  the  United  States.  John 
Scott,  the  grandfather,  a  native  of  York  (now 
Adams)  County,  married  Agnes  Irvine,  who 
was  born  in  the  northern  part  of  Ireland. 

The  Hon.  John  Scott,  the  father  of  Will- 
iam, attained  prominence  in  legal  and  politi- 
cal circles.  He  studied  law  with  Judge  Alex- 
ander Thomson  at  Chambersburg,  and  after 
his  admission  to  the  bar  began  practice  in 
Huntingdon.  He  became  a  Republican  upon 
the  organization  of  that  party,  and  in  1869 
was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate, 
where  he  subsequently  served  for  si.x  years. 
After  his  return  from  the  Senate  he  located 
in  Pittsburg  that  he  might  more  conveniently 
attend  to  his  legal  duties  in  behalf  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Company.  Two  years  later  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Philadelphia,  where 
he  died  November  29,  1896.  His  was  an 
honorable  career,  characterized  by  strict  in- 
tegrity and  great  perseverance,  qualities  that 
compelled  success.  For  many  years  he  was 
the  general  solicitor  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company.  His  wife  had  six  sons, 
namely:  William  and  Walter,  who  are  attor- 
neys of  Pittsburg;  John,  Jr.,  an  attorney  of 
Philadelphia;  George  and  Irvine,  business 
men  in  Philadelphia:  and  J.  Allison,  a  Phil- 
adelphia physician. 

William  Scott  attended  the  private  schools 


at  Huntingdon  for  a  time.  Subsequently  he 
studied  at  Princeton  College,  graduating  in 
the  class  of  1868.  He  then  engaged  for  a 
time  in  the  business  of  coal  mining,  after 
which  he  spent  two  years  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  as  his  father's  secretary.  While  there 
he  read  law  with  his  father.  He  came  to 
Pittsburg  in  1875,  and  for  three  years  acted  as 
assistant  to  his  father,  then  general  attorney 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Company;  and  in  1878 
he  opened  an  office  in  Pittsburg  for  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  On  September  16,  1880,  Mr. 
Scott  married  Anne  L.  King,  daughter  of  Dr. 
James  King,  at  one  time  brigade  surgeon  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  and  a  man  who 
ranked  high  in  his  profession.  They  have 
three  boys  living  —  James  King,  John  Irvine, 
and  William  Russell.  Mr.  Scott  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican.  Thoroughly  devoted  to  his 
profession,  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Pittsburg  bar.  He  is  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Pittsburg  Bar  Association^ 
Courteous  in  manners,  but  steadfast  in  pur- 
pose, he  commands  the  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


^^HILIP    RHYMER,   for  many  years  a 
prominent     citizen     of     Allegheny, 


Pa.,   and   at   the  time   of   his   death, 
1893,    one   of  the   firm    of    Reymer 


March 

Brothers,  proprietors  of  an  extensive  and  long- 
established  confectionery  business,  corner 
Third  Street  and  Cherry  Alley,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  born  June  27,  1S24. 
He  was  a  son  of  Peter  and  Anna  Maria  (Evans) 
Reymer.  His  grandfather,  Philip  Reymer, 
first,  went  into  the  Revolutionary  War  when 
either  nine  or  ten  years  old  as  a  fifer,  and 
served  during  the  whole  of  the  great  struggle 
for   independence.      At    Valley   Forge,    where 
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he  spent  one  winter,  he  lost  his  coat.  After 
the  war  he  settled  at  Green  Castle,  Pa.,  and 
there  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Stottler,  and 
reared  quite  a  family  of  children,  some  of 
whom  went  to  Ohio.  His  son  Peter,  above 
named,  became  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Pittsburg;  and  one  of  Peter's  sisters  also  came 
here,  Mrs.  Bush,  of  Plum  township.  Peter 
Reymer  was  a  shoemaker,  and  was  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  superintendent  of  the  shoe  depart- 
ment in  the  Western  l^enitentiary.  He  died 
December  25,  1876.  His  wife,  Anna  Maria, 
who  was  daughter  of  a  sea  captain,  came  to 
this  locality  from  New  York  State  in  181 3. 
She  died  some  three  or  four  years  before  her 
husband.  Their  family  consisted  of  seven 
sons  and  three  daughters;  namely,  Philip, 
Griffith,  Harmer  Denny,  Jacob,  James, 
George,  Sarah  (Mrs.  Morris),  Cornelia  (Mrs. 
C.   Snively),   Louise,  and  Evans. 

Mr.  Philip  Reymer,  having  received  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  public  schools  of  Pittsburg, 
began  his  working  life  as  clerk  at  Hunker's. 
After  a  time  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Joshua  Rhodes  in  the  confectionery  business. 
The  firm  failed  after  a  few  years;  and  then 
Mr.  Reymer  with  Mr.  Anderson  started  a 
wholesale  fruit  and  confectionery  business, 
the  firm  being  Reymer  &  Anderson.  Later 
this  partnership  was  dissolved,  and  the  firm  of 
Reymer  Brothers  was  formed,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Philip,  Jacob,  and  Harmer  Denny 
Reymer.  They  located  on  Wood  Street  about 
1S60;  and  the  business,  now  the  oldest  con- 
fectionery business  in  the  city,  is  still  carried 
on  at  the  same  place.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  Mr.  Reymer  hafl  been  director  of  the 
Mechanics'  National  Bank  for  twenty-eight 
years.  He  was  also  a  director  in  the  Western 
Insurance  Company,  and  was  officially  con- 
nected with  various  other  institutions.  In 
the    Grocers'    Association,    of    which    he    was 


president,  he  took  a  lively  interest.  Frater- 
nally, he  was  a  Mason  and  a  Knight  Templar. 
He  was  a  trustee  of  the  North  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  it.  Their  home  was  in  Bidwell  Street 
for  thirty-one  years. 

On  July  21,  1859,  Mr.  Reymer  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  C.  Riter, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Riter  and  sister  of  Thomas 
B.  Riter.  Mrs.  Reymer  has  three  children 
living:  Ida  B. ;  C.  C.  Reymer;  and  Eliza- 
beth R.,  now  Mrs.  Robert  D.  Totten.  Philip 
Reymer,  Jr.,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years. 

fSAAC  N.  BUNTON,  president  of  the 
Joseph  Walton  Company,  Incorporated, 
miners  and  shippers  of  coal  by  river 
and  by  rail. —  This  prosperous  merchant  of 
Pittsbin-g,  Pa.,  was  born  here,  June  28,  1841, 
son  of  James  F.  and  Elizabeth  (Speer)  Bun- 
ton.  His  father  came  from  Uniontown,  Fay- 
ette County,  Pa.,  when  a  young  man.  He 
worked  at  his  trade  as  a  carpenter,  and  also 
operated  a  saw-mill.  He  was  much  inter- 
ested in  the  schools  of  the  community,  and 
served  long  and  faithfully  as  a  director  of  the 
School  Board.  In  politics  he  was  connected 
with  the  old  Whig  party.  His  wife  was  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  Speer,  a  farmer  of 
Deer  Creek,  Pa.  They  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  five  are  now  living.  Both  parents 
were  stanch  supporters  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  The  death  of  James  F. 
Bunton  occurred  in  1855.  His  father  was 
James  Bunton,  a  native  of  Baltimore,  by  occu- 
pation a  hatter  and  farmer,  who  came  to 
Uniontown  when  the  country  was  little  more 
than  a  wilderness,  and  who  fought  in  the  War 
of  1812. 

Isaac  N.  Bunton  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools   of  his   native   city.      Upon 
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finishing  his  high-school  course,  he  toolc  a  po- 
sition offered  him  in  the  lumber  office  of 
William  F.  Richardson,  and  here  remained 
until  the  war  broke  out.  He  at  once  joined  a 
select  company  of  young  men  known  as  the 
Friend  Rifle  Guards,  which  was  attached  to 
the  Seventieth  New  York  Regiment  and 
Sickles's  brigade.-  They  were  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and,  fighting  bravely  in  its  bat- 
tles, carried  off  the  highest  honors  of  their 
brigade.  At  the  expiration  of  three  years 
Isaac  Bunton  retired,  now  Sergeant  of  his 
company;  and  he  was  offered  a  Captain's  com- 
mission on  his  return.  After  the  close  of  the 
war  he  gradually  worked  up  to  a  partnership 
with  Joseph  Walton  in  the  coal  business. 
From  this  time  on  the  business  increased, 
until  the  company  has  now  no  less  than  nine 
steamboats,  three  hundred  barges,  and  two 
hundred  coal  boats  in  use  annually;  and 
within  the  last  year  they  have  added  rail  facil- 
ities. They  have  three  large  mines,  and  give 
employment,  all  told,  to  one  thousand  men, 
handling  exclusively  first-class  coaL  Until 
the  incorporation  of  the  company,  in  1893, 
INIr.  Bunton  was  the  business  manager.  Since 
that  time  he  has  held  the  position  of  presi- 
dent. This  mammoth  company  also  operates 
a  large  saw-mill  and  docks,  and  a  large  retail 
store  at  Pittsburg,  in  addition  to  a  retail  busi- 
ness in  Louisville,  the  largest  in  that  city. 
Mr.  Bunton  is  vice-president  of  the  Mononga- 
hela  Coal  Company,  which  is  engaged  in 
shipping  coal  to  New  Orleans;  and  he  is  pres- 
ident of  the  Coal  Dealers'  Association,  for 
the  betterment  of  coal  shippers. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bunton  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, but  not  an  aspirant  for  office,  his  busi- 
ness cares  requiring  his  entire  attention.  Oc- 
tober II,  1866,  he  married  Miss  Jennie  Hen- 
drickson,  of  Pittsburg,  but  formerly  of 
McKeesport,     daughter    of    a    river    captain, 


David  L.  Hendrickson,  and  his  wife,  Margaret 
Park,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  The 
seven  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bunton  are 
as  follows:  E.  Walton,  who  is  married,  and 
resides  at  West  Elizabeth,  Pa.;  Charles  C, 
now  in  the  coal  business  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Grant  Henderson;  Frank, 
deceased;  Harry;  Jennie;  and  Kennedy. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bunton  are  members  of  the  Oak- 
land Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  their 
home  is  located  in  the  beautiful  Schenley 
Park  neighborhood. 


RS.  MARY  JANE  BAILEY, 
widow  of  Robert  Bailey,  was  born 
near  the  seashore  at  Donahue 
Dee,  Ireland,  in  1820,  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Jane  (McKee)  Murdock.  The  Murdocks, 
it  is  said,  were  descendants  of  the  Argyle 
family  in  Scotland. 

John  Murdock,  Mrs.  Bailey's  paternal 
grandfather,  was  born  and  doubtless  reared  in 
Scotland;  but,  to  escape  persecution,  he  went 
to  Donahue  Dee,  Ireland,  and  took  up  his 
abode  on  a  farm.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a 
strong  Presbyterian.  His  son  Andrew,  who 
also  was  a  farmer,  died  in  early  manhood. 
After  her  husband's  death  Mrs.  Jane  McKee 
Murdock  came  to  this  country  with  her  four 
children.  Her  father,  John  McKee,  had  been 
a  Covenanter;  and  at  the  death  of  her  husband 
she  adopted  this  faith.  The  children  settled 
in  Pittsburg.  They  were:  William;  Dr. 
A.  C.  Murdock,  a  noted  physician  of  Pitts- 
burg; Eliza,  afterward  the  wife  of  James 
Nicholson,  of  Pittsburg;  and  Mary  Jane,  now 
Mrs.    Bailey. 

Mary  Jane  Murdock  received  an  excellent 
education  under  the  instruction  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Steen,  a  United  Presbyterian  minister 
who  taught  school    in   Donahue  Dee,  and  who 
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came  to  Pittsburg  after  the  arrival  of  tlie 
Murdock  family,  about  1851.  A  year  later 
Miss  Murdock  married  Robert  Bailey,  who 
was  from  Belewalter  Shore,  Ireland.  He  was 
a  son  of  Robert,  Sr.,  and  Hannah  Bailey,  and 
was  of  Scotch-Irish  stock.  The  Bailey  family 
came  to  this  country  from  Ireland  in  the  year 
1826,  and  had  been  many  years  in  Pittsburg, 
where  Robert,  the  father,  owned  a  farm  of 
some  hundred  acres,  extending  through  a  large 
part  of  the  present  city,  from  East  Liberty 
Street  to  Dallas  Street.  He  had  two  sons  be- 
sides Robert  —  namely,  Francis  and  Samuel  — 
and  three  daughters,  as  follows:  Mary  Ann, 
who  married  Elex  Laughlin,  of  this  city;  Isa- 
bella; and  Hannah  —  all  now  deceased. 
P'rancis  Bailey  was  in  business  with  his 
brother-in-law,  E.  Laughlin,  on  Liberty 
Street,  in  a  grocery  house,  one  of  the  first  in 
Pittsburg;  and  Samuel  Bailey  was  engaged  in 
the  iron  business,  firm  of  Bailey  &  Brown. 
The  younger  Robert  Bailey  cultivated  the  pa- 
ternal farm,  and  took  care  of  his  aged  father 
for  a  long  period  of  time.  Gradually,  how- 
ever, the  city  crept  up  around  them,  and  Mr. 
Bailey  first  sold  a  piece  of  land  for  the  church 
at  a  nominal  figure.  Later  his  entire  farm 
was  sold  for  house  lots  at  a  large  price,  land 
that  had  cost  his  father  in  the  early  days  from 
seven  dollars  to  twenty  dollars  an  acre.  He 
retained  half  of  it  for  many  years,  and  built 
thereon  a  handsome  house.  It  was  not  until 
after  his  death  in  1877  that  the  remainder  of 
the  property  was  sold  by  his  widow.  It  is  now 
the  East  End  Boulevard,  a  fashionable  quarter, 
with  hundreds  of  elegant  residences.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  were  members  of  the 
old  Presbyterian  church;  and  Mr.  Bailey  was 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  pillars  of  the 
church,  a  strong,  sturdy  character,  always 
reliable  and  to  be  depended  upon.  They  had 
three   children,   namely:   Robert,  who   is   still 


in  Pittsburg;  Andrew,  now  living  in  Denver, 
Col.  ;  and  Margaret  Jane,  now  the  wife  of  Mr. 
William  J.  Morris.  Mrs.  Bailey  resides  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris,  whose  home  is  on  Penn 
Avenue.  They  have  two  sons — -Gelston 
Bailey  Morris  and  David  McKee  Morris. 


|ETER  JACOB  STOUFFER,  M.D., 
one  of  the  older  physicians  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  at  Point  of  Rocks, 
near  Connellsville,  Fayette  County,  P'ebruary 
25,  1832,  son  of  Jacob  J.  and  Mary  (Shelkey) 
Stouffer.  His  great-great-grandfather  was 
born  in  Switzerland.  Jacob,  the  great-grand- 
father, born  in  this  country,  was  a  farmer  and 
Mennonite,  and  resided  near  Easton,  Pa.  The 
family  was  early  connected  with  the  Stoners, 
who  moved  to  Mount  Pleasant.  Peter 
Stouffer,  the  grandfather,  was  born  in  North- 
ampton County,  near  Easton,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  throughout  his  active 
period.  He  also  cut  great  quantities  of  lum- 
ber, which  he  sent  down  the  Susquehanna 
River  to  his  saw-mill.  He  was  not  only  a 
prominent  business  man  of  those  days,  but 
was  very  active  in  the  Mennonite  church.  He 
was,  however,  often  arraigned  before  the 
church  for  mustering  with  the  militia.  Upon 
removing  to  Westmoreland  County,  he  sold 
his  farm  to  Samuel  Clement,  receiving  as  part 
payment  seventeen  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
acres  of  land  at  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony, 
where  the  city  of  Minneapolis  now  stands, 
which  property  had  been  transferred  to  Cap- 
tain Carver  by  the  Indians,  under  a  deed  rati- 
fied by  George  III.,  King  of  England.  Dr. 
Stouffer  is  one  of  a  committee  recently  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  lands.  He  died  on 
the  journey  home,  October  3,  1821,  and  was 
buried   in   Beaver  County  at  Shippingport,  Pa. 
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His  wife  died  near  Point  of  Rocks  in  Au- 
gust, 1852. 

Jacob  J.  Stouffer,  son  of  Peter,  was  born  in 
Upper  Mount  Bethel  townsliip,  Northampton 
County,  September  4,  1804.  He  learned  the 
milling  trade  at  Mount  Pleasant,  where  the 
most  of  his  boyhood  was  passed.  He  took  up 
farming  before  his  marriage,  and  afterward 
bought  a  farm  at  Greenlick  Creek  in  F'ayette 
County,  where  he  died  May  19,  1874.  Both 
he  and  his  wife,  Mary,  were  for  many  years 
members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
church ;  but,  upon  going  to  Fayette  County, 
they  joined  the  Evangelical  church,  and  he 
gave  the  land  for  the  church  edifice,  and  in 
other  ways  aided  the  society.  His  children 
were:  Peter  Jacob  and  Jonathan  J.;  Mary 
Ann,  who  married  Daniel  VVorman,  of  Illi- 
nois; Catherine,  now  Mrs.  Henry  G.  Freed, 
of  Pennsylvania;  Susan,  now  Mrs.  John  VV. 
Kinneer,  of  Illinois;  Henry  S.,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  church,  built 
churches  in  Indiana  and  Virginia,  and  died  in 
Pennsylvania;  Hannah,  now  Mrs.  Simon 
Martz,  residing  near  Glencoe,  Somerset 
County;  Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Samuel  Eshleman, 
of  Laurelville;  Maria,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  months;  William  Bigler,  now  resid- 
ing on  the  homestead  at  Greenlick,  who  mar- 
ried Maggie  Herbert,  daughter  of  John  and 
Jeanette  Herbert,  of  Bridgeport;  and  Melissa, 
the  youngest,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years.  The  mother  survived  until  January  3, 
1893. 

Peter  Jacob  Stouffer  received  his  early  edu- 
cation at  Mount  Pleasant.  Soon  after  leaving 
school,  he  was  so  injured  by  a  fall  that  he  was 
unable  to  enter  business;  and  he  engaged  in 
school-teaching  for  a  time,  studying  medicine 
in  his  leisure  hours.  After  some  years  he 
took  employment  in  a  store  at  Uniontown. 
Subsequently   he   formed    a    partnership    with 


Henry  White,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stouffer 
&  White,  which  lasted  from  1856  to  i860. 
In  this  period  he  continued  his  medical  stud- 
ies with  Dr.  Lohr,  of  Mount  Pleasant.  He 
began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  1870  at 
Connellsville.  Wlien  he  was  in  a  position  to 
renew  his  studies,  he  went  to  Cincinnati, 
where  he  attended  the  Eclectic  Medical  Col- 
lege. Since  then  he  has  practised  in  Mount 
Union,  Mount  Pleasant,  Beaver  Falls,  and  at 
Pittsburg,  where  he  has  been  for  the  past  nine 
years.  His  practice  is  restricted  to  chronic 
ailments  exclusively,  for  which  he  and  his 
sons  make  and  sell  remedies,  well  known  to 
the  public,  including  Dr.  Stouffer's  Cough 
Syrup. 

On  December  24,  1869,  Dr.  Stouffer  mar- 
ried Sarah  Yeagley,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Phebe  (Lincoln)  Yeagley,  of  Fayette  County, 
Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Stouffer  is  a  descendant 
of  Baltzer  Yeakle,  a  general  in  the  Prussian 
army,  who  fled  to  this  country  because  of  re- 
ligious persecution,  and  settled  in  New 
Jersey,  it  is  said,  not  long  after  the  first  set- 
tlements had  been  made  in  New  England. 
Mrs.  Stouffer's  paternal  grandfather  was  An- 
drew Yeakle  or  Yeagley,  who  married  Sarah 
Davis,  and  resided  in  New  Jersey  until  the 
birth  of  his  youngest  child,  Henry.  Henry 
Yeagley  moved  to  Fayette  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, near  Connellsville,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming,  and  became  a  man  of  considerable 
influence,  being  much  respected  for  his  moral 
character  and  public  spirit.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  advocates  in  Fayette  of  the  free- 
school  system,  and  did  his  utmost  to  advance 
the  cause  of  education.  Honest,  industrious, 
and  frugal,  he  accumulated  a  fair  competence, 
which  made  him  independent  in  his  declining 
years.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  their  re- 
ligion was  of  that  practical  kind  that  is  mani- 
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fested  in  the  daily  acts  of  life  no  less  than  in 
a  public  profession  of  faith.  His  wife, 
Phebe,  to  whom  he  was  married  June  lO, 
1824,  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Eliza- 
beth (Oves)  Lincoln,  of  Fayette  County,  and 
was  one  of  nine  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Yeagley  had  seven  children,  namely: 
George,  a  teacher,  and  at  one  time  superin- 
tendent of  public  schools  in  Fayette,  who 
married  Eliza  Mcray,  by  whom  he  had  two 
sons  and  a  daughter;  Henry,  an  eclectic  phy- 
sician, now  of  Lancaster,  who  married  Sarah 
Dibert,  of  Johnstown,  and  has  three  sons  and 
two  daughters;  Andrew,  who  married  Mary 
Crily,  of  Johnstown  (now  librarian  of  the 
Carnegie  Library  there),  and  who  died  in  Oc- 
tober, 1889,  as  the  result  of  injuries  received 
when  making  his  escape  at  the  Johnstown 
flood,  breaking  a  blood-vessel  in  his  lungs 
while  jumping  from  roof  to  roof;  Elizabeth 
Lincoln,  who  died  in  1857,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  from  typhoid  fever;  Sarah 
Y.,  who  became  the  wife  of  P.  J.  Stouffer, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  who,  previous 
to  her  marriage,  was  for  fifteen  years  a 
teacher  in  the  public  and  select  schools; 
Rhoda  L. ,  who  married  Captain  K.  Dunn,  a 
successful  merchant  in  Connellsville,  and  has 
had  three  children,  of  whom  two  are  now  liv- 
ing; B.  Lincoln,  the  youngest,  a  physician, 
who  married  Jane  Flennigen,  of  Johnstown, 
by  whom  he  had  three  sons,  one  of  whom  is 
now  deceased,  the  father  also  dying  in  Febru- 
ary, 1895.  Mrs.  Stouffer  has  borne  her  hus- 
band two  sons  —  Jacob  Kenry  and  Benjamin 
W.,  who  were  educated  at  Curry  Institute,  are 
engaged  in  electrical  work,  and  are  also  in  the 
job  printing  business.  Dr.  Stouffer  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Duquesne  Heights 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  for 
many  years  active  in  the  Sunday-school  of  that 
society,   and   he   is   now  the   president    of    its 


Board  of  Trustees.  He  resides  on  Duquesne 
Heights,  where  he  built  his  present  handsome 
residence.  He  is  a  member  of  the  North- 
western Medical  Association  of  the  city,  is 
connected  with  the  State  and  national  asso- 
ciations, and  has  twice  been  the  president  of 
the  State  Medical  Association.  In  politics 
he  has  always  been  an  active  Democrat,  but 
recently  he  has  favored  the  Prohibition  party. 


ILLIAM  V.  MARQUIS,  M.D.,  a 
well-known  medical  practitioner  of 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  whose  office  is  at  49 
Klopfer  Street,  is  of  French  Huguenot  de- 
scent, and  was  born  in  Bucyrus,  Ohio,  March 
7,  1837,  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Marquis) 
Marquis. 

In  regard  to  the  early  history  of  the  Marquis 
tribe  there  are,  at  least,  two  traditions.  By 
one  faction  it  is  contended  that  the  beginning 
was  the  emigration  of  William  and  Mary 
Marquis  from  Ireland  in  1720  on  the  good  ship 
"Mayflower";  that  they  settled  in  Frederick 
County,  Maryland,  some  time  later  removed 
to  near  Winchester,  Va. ,  and  remained  there 
until  1770,  when  a  part  of  the  tribe  migrated 
to  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania.  The 
original  William  and  Mary  had  one  son  and 
one  daughter.  Whether  the  daughter  lived 
and  married  is  not  known.  The  son,  James 
Marquis,  married,  and  had  born  to  him  at  least 
one  daughter  and  four  sons;  namely,  William, 
James,  John,  and  Thomas,  the  last  the  great- 
grandfather of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  In 
1774  two  sons,  John  and  Thomas,  joined  the 
Virginia  Colonial  army  to  quell  what  is  known 
as  Lord  Dunmore's  Rebellion.  The  army  to 
which  they  belonged  disbanded  after  that  war 
in  North-western  Ohio.  Returning  to  their 
homes  in  Virginia,  the  way  led  them   through 
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what  is  now  Washington  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  it  seems  they  were  so  enamoured 
with  the  country  on  the  head-waters  of  Cross 
Creek  that  they  immediately  went  back  with 
their  families.  The  other  brothers,  William 
and  James,  remained  in  Virginia,  where  some 
of  their  descendants  reside  at  this  day.  It  is 
said  that  the  farm  on  which  the  battle  of 
Winchester  was  fought  by  Sheridan  and  Early 
is  owned  by  one  of  them.  John  and  Thomas 
were  also  soldiers  in  the  War  of  18 12,  under 
General  William  Henry  Harrison. 

Another  tradition  has  it  that  the  parents  of 
the  tribe  came  here  from  France  in  1685, 
after  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes. 
This  theory  is  advanced  by  William  V.  Mar- 
quis, Esq.,  ex-Lieutenant  Governor  of  Ohio. 
Still  another  faction,  represented  by  the  Rev. 
John  S.  Marquis,  of  Minneapolis  and  Wash- 
ington, contend  that  it  was  after  the  Massacre 
of  St.  Bartholomew  in  1572  that  they  left 
their  native  land.  But  so  far  the  matter  has 
never  been  satisfactorily  settled. 

As  to  the  services  of  the  tribe  to  the  church 
and  education,  the  record  is  long  and  incom- 
plete. There  have  been  at  least  six  Presby- 
terian ministers  named  Marquis,  who  have 
gone  out  from  the  congregation  at  Cross 
Creek  since  the  day  of  the  Doctor's  great- 
grandfather, Thomas  Marquis,  who  came  from 
Virginia,  namely:  another  Thomas,  a  nephew 
of  the  preceding;  James  E.  (an  uncle  of  Dr. 
William  V.),  pastor,  until  his  death  about 
twenty-five  years  ago,  of  First  Church  of 
Bloomington,  111. ;  his  son  William,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Rock  Island,  111.,  and  cousin 
of  our  subject;  John  S.,  D. D.,  who  died 
about  two  years  ago  in  Washington,  Pa.,  he 
being  a  grandson  of  John,  brother  of  the  orig- 
inal Thomas;  another  John,  grandson  of 
Thomas  and  uncle  to  the  Rev.  Simeon  and  the 
Rev.    Levi  of  our  day,    one  a    pastor  at  Los 


Angeles,  Cal.  ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  of  the 
fourth  generation,  the  Rev.  John  A.  (son  of 
James  and  great-grandson  of  the  first  John), 
now  pastor  of  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Greensburg,  Pa. 

While  the  tribe  is  not  largely  represented 
in  law  or  medicine,  as  educators  —  in  the 
ranks  as  teachers  and  professors — ^  their  name 
is  legion.  But  as  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers 
of  water  none  have  been  recorded.  One  bi- 
ographer has  said,  "The  distinguishing  feat- 
ure of  the  tribe  was  red  hair,  Presbyterianism, 
and  Democracy."  The  Doctor's  great-grand- 
father, Thomas  Marquis,  was  one  of  the  first 
Presbyterian  ministers  west  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountains.  He  nearly  lost  his  life  by  Ind- 
ians one  day,  while  preparing  a  sermon  in 
the  woods  under  a  tree,  while  attending  Pres- 
bytery on  the  old  Ewalt  farm,  which  is  now 
Lawrenceville,  Seventeenth  Ward,  Pittsburg. 
He  spent  his  last  years  in  Washington  County, 
and  died  there  at  an  advanced  age.  His  son, 
a  farmer  of  Washington  County,  grandfather 
of  Dr.  Marquis,  was  killed  by  the  Indians 
when  past  middle  life.  He  had  a  family  of 
three  or  four  children,  one  being  David,  above 
named,  who  was  a  farmer  and  also  a  mechanic. 

Most  of  the  life  of  David  Marquis  was  spent 
in  Pennsylvania,  his  native  State;  but  he  so- 
journed for  a  short  time  near  Bucyrus,  Ohio, 
where  his  son,  Dr.  William  V.,  was  born. 
Two  years  later  the  father  came  back  to  Penn- 
sylvania; and  in  1850  he  went  to  California, 
where  he  remained  eight  years  engaged  in 
mining  and  gardening.  He  then  returned  to 
Ohio,  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Belleforttaine  and  Bucyrus, 
dying  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  His 
wife  survived  him  until  1892.  They  were 
strict  Presbyterians.  Of  their  seven  children, 
five  of  whom  reached  maturity,  four  are  now 
living:    Smiley;    Wilson;    Dr.    William   V.; 
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and  Sarah  C. ,  wife  of  Peter  Painter,  of  Titus- 
ville,  Pa. 

William  V.  Marquis  was  reared  on  a  farm 
in  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  at- 
tended the  public  schools.  In  his  fourteenth 
year  he  entered  the  village  academy,  where 
history,  Latin  up  to  Sallust,  Greek  grammar 
and  Testament,  algebra  and  higher  mathe- 
matics, were  taught  the  boys  in  preparation 
for  college.  His  father  at  this  time,  having 
been  unfortunate  in  business,  became  an 
argonaut,  in  the  hope  of  recuperating  fortune. 
One,  two,  three  years  passed,  but  no  fortune. 
The  small  means  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
mother  were  growing  smaller  by  month  and  by 
day.  As  a  consequence  the  boys  must 
"strike  out"  for  themselves.  William's  turn 
came  when  he  lacked  several  months  of  fif- 
teen. The  first  year  he  earned  some  money  as 
a  harvest  hand,  next  as  a  book  agent,  and  in 
the  winter  he  earned  his  board  as  chore  boy, 
feeding  stock,  chopping  wood,  etc.  He  next 
came  to  Pittsburg,  bringing  his  worldly  posses- 
sions in  a  "bandanna  trunk  locked  with  a 
knot."  As  a  hotel  runner,  porter,  night 
watch,  waiter,  clerk,  he  had  a  year's  experi- 
ence of  city  life,  under  (to  copy  a  bit  of  polit- 
ical slang  of  the  day)  the  "reign  of  ten-cent 
Jimmy"  (Buchanan).  No  good  news  from  the 
gold  fields!  The  outlook  was  rather  discour- 
aging. But  difficulties  only  nerved  him  to 
greater  effort,  more  persistent  endeavor. 
Eighteen  found  him  a  suburban  school- 
teacher, with  time  for  reading,  opportunity 
for  culture,  which  he  did  not  fail   to   improve. 

His  course  was  onward  and  upward.  At 
twenty  he  was  a  medical  student,  with  no 
means  or  clear  idea  as  to  how  he  siiould  at- 
tain to  college  privileges.  Untroubled  by 
that  fact,  he  continued  to  study  and  to  work, 
and  earned  enough  at  si.x  months'  teaching  to 
enable  him  to  subsist  a  year.      With  the  spring 


of  1861  came  war.  He  had  been  a  rank  aboli- 
tionist from  the  day  he  read  "Uncle,  Tom's 
Cabin,"  and,  "of  course,"  as  he  says,  "en- 
listed as  a  private  the  first  opportunity,"  April 
17,  10  A.M.,  "first  for  three  months,"  then  for 
"three  years,  or  during  the  war."  His  regi- 
ment was  sent  to  Kentucky,  October,  1861. 

The  hospital  steward  was  a  nephew  of  the 
Colonel.  He  was  a  good  pharmacist,  but 
young  and  in  delicate  health.  Known  as  a 
medical  student,  Private  Marquis  was  often 
needed  at  the  steward's  tent;  and  a  few 
months  later  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  Tenn., 
where  the  little  steward  fell  sick,  he  did  his 
work  for  a  while.  When  the  steward  was  sent 
home,  he  had  the  place  pre-empted.  It 
proved  a  bonanza  for  him.  He  was  now  learn- 
ing practically  chemistry,  botany,  materia 
7iicdica,  better  than  in  any  school.  The  sur- 
geon in  charge  finding  himself  sufficiently  oc- 
cupied with  the  more  serious,  difficult,  and 
unusual  cases,  and  his  assistant  being  from 
time  to  time  incapacitated  or  otherwise  pre- 
vented from  attending  to  some  other  cases  that 
presented,  the  substitute  steward,  Marquisj 
was  by  force  of  circumstances  led  into  doing, 
or,  as  he  says,  "trying  to  do,"  his  work,  treat- 
ing sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  doing  all  the 
good  he  could,  and  gaining  no  end  of  valuable 
experience. 

After  some  months  he  presented  himself  for 
examination  as  assistant  surgeon.  Having  no 
diploma  to  show,  and  lacking  the  prestige  of 
any  school,  he  was  met  with  by  the  Board  of 
Examiners:  "How's  this?  We  never  had  ap- 
plicants other  than  graduates  and  a  very  few, 
one  or  two,  course  students."  "Nevertheless, 
you  had  to  examine  them  ?  "  he  queried.  "Oh, 
yes,  and  more:  we  had  to  reject  several  of 
them."  "Let  me  beg  that  you  will  do  unto 
me  as  you  have  done  to  the  many  good  and 
worthy  fellows  who   have  gone  this  way   be- 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


407 


fore."  As  a  result  of  the  examination  Will- 
iam V.  Marquis  was  commissioned  and  com- 
plimented, being  made  assistant  surgeon  of 
the  Twenty-eighth  Kentucky  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. 

During  the  ensuing  long  wintry  months  of 
mud  blockade  he  transcribed  several  text- 
books alipost  wholly.  During  the  session  of 
1864-65  he  attended  the  New  York  Univer- 
sity Medical  College.  In  April,  1865,  Dr. 
Marquis  opened  an  ofifice  for  the  practice  of 
medicine.  In  1867  he  was  elected  physician 
to  the  Poor  Board,  Allegheny  City.  He  has 
been  several  times  elected  to  the  City  School 
Board  and  the  Board  of  Health,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent the  president  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

He  was  first  married  June  25,  1863,  to 
Eliza  J.  Forrester,  daughter  of  Hugh  Forres- 
ter, one  of  the  well-known  Forrester  Brothers, 
stone-masons  and  extensive  contractors  and 
builders,  Scotch  Presbyterians  by  birth  and 
education.  In  1873  ^^^  wife  died,  leaving 
four  children,  three  girls  and  one  boy.  The 
girls  are  still  living — -Winona  V.,  Jessie  G., 
and  H.  Josephine.  The  boy,  Ralph,  became 
a  pharmacist,  and  died  while  working  in 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Dr.  Marquis  married  for  his  second  wife, 
May,  1877,  Miss  R.  Belle  McMillan.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  ex-Sheriff  Jonathan  McMillan, 
of  Mercer,  and  later  of  Butler  County,  Penn- 
sylvania. Two  boys,  William  Harvey  and 
Jack,  are  the  children  of  the  second  marriage. 
Mrs.  Marquis  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

In  1S92  Dr.  Marquis  opened  in  connection 
with  his  office  a  pharmacy;  and  he  still  con- 
ducts it,  although  devoting  little  time  to  the 
business  personally.  Politically,  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. As  has  been  shown,  he  began  life 
in  poverty,  early  learned  the  lesson  and  ac- 
quired the  art  of  self-reliance,   and    sturdily 


forged  his  way  upward  to  become,  as  one  has 
said,  a  "peer  of  the  realm  of  medicine,  of 
science,  and  of  literature."  The  story  of  his 
career  here  briefly  outlined  may  help  to  give 
nerve  and  confidence  to  some  poor  boy  of  the 
present  day,  ambitious,  but  afraid  of  being 
stranded. 


(sTTLFRED  BUNGEY,  for  many  years 
/jiA  a  prominent  and  extensive  contractor 
^  *  V^^  and  builder  in  Allegheny,  was  born 
in  Little  York,  York  County,  in  1808.  His 
father  was  born  in  Germany;  and  his  mother, 
in  maidenhood  Catherine  Wilt,  and  an  only 
daughter,  although  born  in  this  country,  was 
of  German  ancestry.  Alfred  went  to  school 
in  York  for  the  usual  period,  and  then  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  with  a  brother-in-law, 
who  was  living  there.  About  1830  he  came 
to  Pittsburg,  working  first  for  a  Mr.  Patterson, 
until  his  marriage  in  1832.  Soon  after  that 
he  bought  a  lot  of  land,  and  built  a  house  for 
himself  upon  it,  and  then  engaged  in  building 
houses  for  others.  Being  able  to  speak  the 
German  language,  he  could  employ  German 
workmen,  which  was  of  considerable  advantage 
to  his  business.  He  built  the  first  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Allegheny  River,  also  the 
first  Union  Station  in  Allegheny,  and  the 
grain  elevators  near  by,  which  were  burned 
down  during  the  riots  of  1877.  He  later  had 
a  journeyman,  Mr.  Smith,  with  whom  he 
finally  formed  a  partnership,  making  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Bungey  &  Smith.  Although 
building  many  business  blocks  and  private 
residences,  the  firm  engaged  largely  in  rail- 
road and  railroad  bridge  contracting,  doing  a 
large  amount  of  work  for  the  Pittsburg,  Chi- 
cago &  Fort  Wayne  Road.  R  was  known  as 
one  of  the  most  reliable  , business  houses  in 
the  city. 

Mr.  Bungey  retired  from  active  occupation 
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some  twenty  years  before  his  death.  He 
owned  a  large  amount  of  real  estate  in  Alle- 
gheny. Thirteen  of  his  houses  destroyed  by 
the  fire  of  1875  were  rebuilt  by  him  in  brick. 
When  Mr.  Bungey  came  to  Allegheny,  it  was 
a  small  place,  and  he  had  a  pleasant  home  on 
Ohio  Street.  Later  he  built  a  larger  one  on 
Federal  Street,  above  North  Avenue,  where 
the  family  has  lived  since  1845.  A  stock- 
holder in  the  Riddles  Bank,  he  lost  twenty 
thousand  dollars  by  its  failure.  This,  which 
occurred  about  the  time  of  the  fire,  might  have 
discouraged  a  man  of  less  strength  of  charac- 
ter; but  Mr.  Bungey,  however,  retrieved  his 
losses,  and  continued  to  be  a  successful  man. 
He  came  here  with  nothing,  and,  finding 
no  employment,  walked  on  to  Cleveland, 
finally  coming  back  from  that  place,  and  se- 
curing work  in  this  city.  At  the  time  of  his 
marriage  he  was  earning  only  one  dollar  per 
day;  but  his  perseverance  and  energy  brought 
success,  and  he  died  a  wealthy  man.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Mrs.  Bungey's  father  was  John  Anderson,  a 
Protestant,  born  in  Belfast,  Ireland.  He 
came  to  Pittsburg  in  1801,  and  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  worked  at  for  some 
years.  While  building  a  house  for  the  father 
of  Dr.  Mowrey,  he  fell,  and  was  injured  so 
that  he  could  not  work.  He  built  a  resi- 
dence, including  a  store,  and  surrounded  by  a 
large  yard,  out  on  Liberty  Street,  down  in  the 
heart  of  the  city,  where  he  dealt  in  general 
merchandise  until  the  first  fire.  Then  his 
buildings  were  burned,  and  his  wife  and  six 
small  children  were  rendered  houseless. 
After  this  he  moved  to  Ross  township,  where 
he  owned  a  large  farm,  and  remained  there 
during  the  rest  of  his  life.  His  other  chil- 
dren were:  Sarah,  who  died  in  Colorado  in 
January,  1897;  Jennie,  who  married  William 
Murdock,  a  well-known   builder  of  this  city; 


Margaret,  whose  husband  was  lost  in  the  war, 
Rosanna,  now  living  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.; 
Mary  and  Joseph,  both  deceased;  Robert, 
who  died  in  Allegheny  in  1896;  and  William 
and  John,  also  deceased. 

Mrs.  Bungey  has  been  the  mother  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  were:  Alfred,  Jr.,  who  died  when  nine- 
teen years  of  age;  Julia,  who  married  John  K. 
Shinn,  of  Allegheny,  and  left  three  children 
—  Eva,  Joseph,  and  William;  Lizzie,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Anderson,  and 
died  leaving  one  little  girl;  Charles  B.  and 
Henry,  who  are  also  deceased;  Luella,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Kech,  of  Allegheny;  and 
Sarah,  who  is  the  widow  of  Henry  F.  Nelson, 
late  of  Allegheny,  and  has  three  children. 
Luella  was  previously  the  wife  of  Dr.  T.  W. 
Pitcairn,  by  whom  she  had  three  children  — • 
Clara,  Luella,  and  Bertha.  Mr.  Bungey  died 
in  April,  1891,  over  eighty-two  years  of  age. 
Mrs.  Bungey  has  since  lived  on  the  old  home, 
which  she  cherishes  on  account  of  its  associa- 
tions as  well  as  because  of  its  substantial  and 
beautiful  appointments. 


^ROFESSOR  WILLIAM  DICKSON 
ROWAN,  well  known  in  Alle- 
gheny and  Pittsburg  as  one  of  the 
founders  and  managers  of  the  Park  Institute, 
was  born  in  Butler  County,  son  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Dickson)  Rowan.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  James  Rowan,  a  gentleman  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  came  to  Western  Penn- 
sylvania over  seventy  years  ago,  settling  in 
Butler  County.  He  carried  on  ship-building 
in  Philadelphia,  and  served  with  distinction 
in  the  War  of  18 12.  Professor  Rowan's 
grandfather  on  the  mother's  side  was  William 
Dickson,  also  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland, 


:BiOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


409 


who  emigrated  when  a  young  man  to  Butler 
County.  He  was  educated  as  an  Episcopal 
clergyman,  but  for  some  reason  never 
preached.  After, coming  to  Pennsylvania,  he 
became  a  well-known  teacher  of  Greek,  Latin, 
law,  find  mathematics  for  many  years.  John 
Rowan  is  a  farmer  in  Butler  County.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church,  of  which  he  is  an  Elder.  He  has 
held  numerous  public  offices,  and  has  been  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  number  of  years. 
His  children  are:  Ella,  now  Mrs.  Alfred 
Shanks;  Belle,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  J.  G. 
Vaughn,  a  Methodist  minister;  and  Professor 
W.  D,  Rowan,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

William  D.  Rowan  was  reared  as  a  farmer 
boy.  After  receiving  his  early  education  in 
the  district  schools,  academies,  and  more  ad- 
vanced institutions,  he  taught  school  for  some 
years.  His  success  in  teaching  was  so 
marked  that  he  was  called  to  the  chair  of 
mathematics  in  the  Western  University,  where 
he  took  charge  of  the  commercial  department. 
In  1889  he,  together  with  Professors  Levi 
Ludden  and  Cliarles  R.  Coffin,  organized  the 
Park  Institute,  which  is  now  a  prosperous  in- 
stitution, having  from  two  hundred  and  fifty 
to  three  hundred  pupils.  The  institute  is  too 
well  known  to  need  extended  description  here, 
but  it  may  not  be  amiss  briefly  to  outline  its 
aims  and  methods.  Its  proprietors  aim  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  a  broad  and  substantial  edu- 
cation  for  young  people  desiring  to  enter 
either  professional  or  business  life.  In  order 
to  secure  this  end,  the  best  teachers  are  ob- 
tained, and  every  facility,  appliance,  or  appa- 
ratus is  carefully  sought  for.  The  institute, 
fronting  on  the  Allegheny  Parks,  has  an 
abundance  of  fresh  air  and  sunshine,  and  is 
near  the  Carnegie  Library.  There  are  classi- 
cal, scientific,  English,  and  commercial 
courses.     The  last-named  department  is  under 


Professor  Rowan's  immediate  supervision. 
He  is  a  thorough  mathematician,  a  fine  com- 
mercial lawyer,  and  has  remarkable  skill  in 
imparting  knowledge  to  others.  Professor 
Rowan's  pupils  are  to  be  found  in  positions  of 
responsibility  in  banks,  railroad  offices,  manu- 
facturing establishments,  and  stores,  and 
every  place  where  trained  heads  are  needed  to 
carry  on  the  commercial  activities  of  the 
country.  Bankers,  clergymen,  lawyers,  busi- 
ness men,  manufacturers,  and  educators  have 
been  attracted  by  the  methods  of  instruction 
employed  in  the  institute,  and  are  sending 
their  sons  and  daughters  here  to  be  educated. 
Professor  Rowan  has  other  business  interests 
not  connected  with  his  school.  He  is  the 
secretary  of  the  Leechburg  Foundry  and  Ma- 
chine Company  of  Pittsburg,  manufacturers  of 
machinery  for  rolling-mills  and  for  tinplate 
plant.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Keystone  Driller  Company  at  Beaver  Falls, 
makers  of  drilling  machinery  for  oil  and 
water  wells.  Also,  he  finds  time  from  a  busy 
city  life  to  carry  on  a  large  agricultural  busi- 
ness on  his  large  farm  near  the  city. 

On  the  twelfth  day  of  September,  1883, 
Professor  Rowan  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Amy  A.  Clarke,  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Captain  J.  W.  Clarke,  who  was  well  known 
as  a  coal  operator  and  a  steamboat  owner  on 
the  Monongahela  River.  A  graduate  of  Pitts- 
burg Female  College,  and  a  member  of  the 
Sixth  Presbyterian  Church  of  Pittsburg,  she 
was  a  lady  of  a  lovable  character.  She  died 
in  the  summer  of  1893.  The  Professor's  chil- 
dren are:  Charles  Latimer,  Joseph  William, 
and  Gertrude  Dickson.  He  still  retains  his 
membership  in  the  church  of  his  nativ  town 
in  Butler  Count}'.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum. Professor  Rowan  has  travelled  exten- 
sively in  the  United   States,  and  has  visited 
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the    Sandwich    Islands,    Mexico,    and   parts   of 
South  America. 


(JOSEPH  A.  McCREADY,  M.D.,  one 
of  the  best  known  physicians  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  October  28,  1847,  in 
Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Martha  (Campbell)  McCready.  Robert  Mc- 
Cready,  the  great-grandfather  of  Joseph,  was 
born  in  Scotland,  and  came  to  this  country 
in  1772.  After  working  for  a  time  on  a 
farm  in  New  Jersey,  he  went  to  York  County, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
school-teaching  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary War.  Then  he  took  up  arms  in  the 
cause  of  independence,  and  rendered  due  ser- 
vice under  Washington.  Subsequently  he  re- 
turned to  York  County,  and  in  the  fall  of  1776 
he  came  to  Western  Pennsylvania,  locating 
on  a  farm  of .  three  hundred  and  thirty-two 
acres  in  Washington  County,  near  Elders- 
ville,  now  occupied  by  his  grandson,  Robert 
B.  W.  McCready.  He  was  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  many  years.  County  Commissioner, 
a  Ruling  Elder  of  Cross  Creek  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and  he 
served  as  Adjutant  in  the  Lisbon  company 
during  the  War  of  18 12.  A  man  of  command-, 
ing  presence,  with  a  voice  of  unusual  strength, 
he  seemed  well  suited  for  military  duties. 
He  died  in  1846,  aged  ninety-four  years,  and 
was  buried  in  Cross  Creek  Cemetery,  where  a 
monument  has  been  erected  to  his  memory. 

Joseph  McCready,  son  of  Robert  and  grand- 
father of  Dr.  McCready,  was  a  native  of 
Washington  County.  From  there  he  removed 
to  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
living  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  his  seventy- 
fifth  year.  Joseph  and  Martha  McCready 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  as  follows: 
Cynthia  J.,  the  wife  of  Robert  Smith,  of  Ash- 


land County,  Ohio;  Margaret  A.,  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Cameron,  of  Onslow,  Jones  County, 
la. ;  J.  C.  McCready,  a  real  estate  and  insur- 
ance agent  at  319  Edmond  Street,  Pittsburg; 
Dr.  Robert  J.  McCready,  56  Chestnut  Street, 
Allegheny,  Pa.;  and  Joseph  A.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  The  mother  died  when  but 
thirty-four  years  old,  while  the  father  lived  to 
the  age  of  seventy-three. 

Joseph  A.  McCready  acquired  his  rudimen- 
tary education  in  the  Alder  Lick  district 
school,  in  which  more  doctors,  lawyers,  and 
preachers  are  said  to  have  laid  the  foundation 
of  their  education  than  in  any  other  in  Colum- 
biana County.  He  received  his  literary  train- 
ing at  Mount  Union  College,  Ohio,  and  at  a 
school  in  Glasgow,  Mo.,  of  which  the  Rev. 
D.  A.  McCready  was  president.  From  1868 
to  1S70  he  was  on  a  stock  ranch  in  Kansas, 
having  taken  up  a  claim  and  stocked  it  with 
cattle  purchased  in  Texas,  whither  he  went  for 
the  purpose.  Selling  out  his  ranch,  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine  at  Wellsville,  Ohio, 
with  Hammond  &  Noble,  and  later  was  with 
Dr.  R.  McCready,  of  Sewickley,  Pa.  Then 
he  entered  Bellevue  Medical  College,  New 
York,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1875. 
After  a  year  of  practice  in  New  London,  Ohio, 
he  came  in  1876  to  Pittsburg,  and  opened  the 
office  at  2908  Penn  Avenue  which  he  still  oc- 
cupies. In  1886  he  was  appointed  City  Phy- 
sician for  Wards  Ten  and  Twelve,  and  parts  of 
Wards  Fifteen  and  Sixteen.  He  is  surgeon 
to  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company  and  Ainsworth 
Steel  Works,  the  Marshall  Construction  Com- 
pany, Scaifes  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
the  Pittsburg  Steel  Casting  Company. 

On  December  20,  1S76,  Dr.  McCready  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  Hossler, 
of  Greenwich,  Ohio.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  them,  all  are  living  but  Jennie,  the 
eldest   daughter,    who    died    March    3,    1893, 
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aged  thirteen  years.  The  others  are :  William 
Augustus,  Joseph  Garfield,  Martha  Marie, 
Ferronda  Mondavvah,  and  James.  Ferronda 
perpetuates  her  great-grandmother's  name, 
which  was  given  to  the  latter  by  an  Indian 
chief. 

Dr.  McCready  is  a  Republican  voter.  For 
twelve  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  and  he  has  served  on  the  Central  Board 
of  Education  two  terms.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  Allegheny  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, the  Order  of  Good  Fellows,  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  R.  A.,  and  the  Fraternal 
Legion.  The  family  are  Presbyterians  in 
religious  faith. 


RCHIBALD  DE-VOLNEY  CHESS- 
ROWN,  M.D.  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent physicians  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburg,  was  born  upon  a  farm  in  Washing- 
ton County,  Pennsylvania,  August  13,  1844, 
son  of  John  and  Mary  Ann  (Young)  Chess- 
rown. 

Peter  Chessrown  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
the  paternal  grandfather  and  grandmother, 
settled  in  Lancaster  County,  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  about  1780, 
and  some  time  prior  to  1800  bought  and  re- 
moved to  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Washington 
County,  in  the  western  part  of  the  same  State. 
He  became  a  prominent  man  in  the  commu- 
nity, and  was  a  farmer  and  surveyor.  He  was 
of  Prussian  ancestry,  and  his  wife  of  the 
Franco-Prussian  family  of  De-Volneys,  that 
had  been  substantially  identified  with  our  Rev- 
olutionary struggles  for  independence.  The 
grandfather  reached  the  age  of  ninety-four, 
and  the  grandmother  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight. 

John  Chess-rown,  the  father,  was  born  in 
Washington   County  in   1814,   and    spent  the 


early  part  of  his  life  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
six  years  of  age,  they  removed  to  Mononga- 
hela  City,  that  the  children  might  receive  the 
educational  advantages  of  that  place.  In  pol- 
itics he  was  a  Democrat,  but  never  aspired  to 
office.  He  was  an  ardent  Unionist  during  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  was  represented  in 
the  army  by  a  son,  Captain  J.  Young  Chess- 
rown, of  the  Twenty-second  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Young,  daughter  of  Squire  James  Young,  who 
was  drowned  at  the  age  of  forty-five  in  the 
Ohio  River,  while  on  his  way  with  his  family 
to  take  possession  of  a  farm  he  had  bought, 
now  the  site  of  Covington,  Ky.  After  many 
unsuccessful  efforts  to  recover  the  body  his 
wife,  becoming  disheartened,  returned  by 
land  in  wagons,  to  their  old  home  place  in 
Washington  County,  where  she  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven.  Both  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  descended  from  Scotch-Irish  stock, 
who  rendered  valuable  service  in  the  war  for 
independence.  Ten  children  were  borne  to 
John  Chessrown  by  his  wife,  Mary,  as  fol- 
lows :  James  Young,  now  of  Pittsburg,  and 
identified  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad; 
John  Carson,  who  is  engaged  in  mining  in 
California,  to  which  State  he  went  in  1858; 
Archibald  D.  V.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
NarcissaJ.,  who  died  twenty  years  ago;  Eliza- 
beth I.,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead; 
Daniel  T. ,  a  merchant  of  Monongahela  City; 
William  L.,  an  architect  of  Eaton,  Col.; 
and  three  others  who  died  in  early  childhood. 
They  were  all  members  of  the  Episcopal 
church.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four,  the  mother  aged  seventy-nine. 

After  attaining  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  Dr.  Chessrown  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  the  late  Dr.  William  H.  King,  of 
Monongahela  City,  in  i860.      Four  years  later 
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he  entered  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  at 
Philadelphia,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1869- 
70.  The  intervals  of  time  not  given  to  the 
regular  college  course  were  devoted  to  special 
studies  in  various  medical  schools  and  hospi- 
tals. Since  obtaining  his  degree,  he  has  been 
in  active  practice  in  Pittsburg,  and  now  occu- 
pies a  beautiful  home  on  Fifth  Avenue  in  the 
East  End.  Since  18S8  he  has  been  the  at- 
tending physician  at  the  Allegheny  County 
jail,  where  his  opportunities  for  observation 
and  experience  in  the  study  and  treatment  of 
chronic  diseases,  especially  the  physical  and 
mental  disabilities  concomitant  with  alcohol- 
ism, the  morphine,  cocaine,  chloral,  and  cig- 
arette habits,  and,  not  least  of  all,  worry,  have 
been  most  extensive;  and  his  diligence  in  em- 
bracing them  has  led  to  the  discovery  of  many 
interesting  facts.  He  is  a  member  and  ex- 
president  of  the  South  Side  Medical  Club,  of 
the  Allegheny  County,  State,  National,  and 
Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Associations,  of 
the  Pittsburg  Obstetrical  Society,  of  the  Na- 
tional Prison  Congress,  and  of  the  Pittsburg 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  has  been  staff 
physician  to  the  Passavant  Hospital  since 
1870,  and  is  medical  examiner  for  the  Mutual 
Benefit  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Newark, 
N.J. ,  of  the  ^tna  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  Penn- 
sylvania Mutual  of  I^hiladelphia,  Washington 
of  New  York,  Security  Trust  and  Life  of  Phil- 
adelphia, and  is  also  surgeon  in  the  employ  of 
the  national  government  at  the  jail. 

His  investigations  along  the  line  of  public 
hygiene  and  sanitation  have  been  productive 
of  much  good,  especially  his  condemnation  of 
prevailing  methods  of  heating  and  ventilating 
private  dwellings,  as  being  unscientific  and 
conducive  to  disease,  in  that  the  tendency  is 
to  propagate  and  foster  bacilli,  and  his  sug- 
gestions for  a  combination  furnace  for  the 
utilization  of  both  air  and   water,  now  being 


introduced,  the  air  being  first  thoroughly 
washed  and  made  aseptic  before  heating,  then 
forced  into  the  house  and  out  again  as  fast  as 
it  enters. 

Being  officially  associated  with  numerous 
executions  at  the  Allegheny  County  prison, 
and  realizing  their  demoralizing  and  debasing 
effects  —  that,  instead  of  terrorizing  and  intim- 
idating the  depraved  and  viciously  inclined, 
they  furnished  an  incentive  to  recklessness  and 
savagery,  and  even  the  commission  of  crime  — 
he,  actuated  by  purely  compassionate  mo- 
tives, advanced  the  proposition,  through  the 
medium  of  the  Allegheny  County  Medical 
Society,  to  substitute  asphyxiation  for  the  bar- 
barous methods  now  in  vogue  of  inflicting  the 
death  penalty,  as  more  humane  and  scientific, 
as  well  as  less  liable  to  appall  the  innocent 
and  deserving,  and  shock  the  morals  of  the 
neurotic  and  weak,  and  at  the  same  time  main- 
taining the  dignity  and  serving  the  purpose  of 
the  law.  The  committee  colleagues  appointed 
by  the  society  to  inquire  into  its  feasibility 
were  the  late  distinguished  Professor  I.  B. 
Murdock  and  J.  Chris.  Lang,  of  the  W.  P. 
Medical  College,  whose  investigations  and  ex- 
perimentations upon  dogs  and  cats  demon- 
strated beyond  doubt  that  carbonic  acid  (carbon 
dioxide)  will  produce  somatic  death  in  from 
five  to  eight  minutes  without  disturbing  natu- 
ral sleep  or  showing  any  manifestations  of 
pain  or  suffering.  Favorable  consideration 
has  been  accorded  by  the  press  and  medical 
fraternity  abroad,  as  well  as  in  this  country. 

Dr.  Chessrown  is  one  of  the  busiest  of  men, 
devoting  his  entire  time  to  the  duties  of  his 
profession,  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
social  clubs  and  fraternal  orders  of  the  city. 

He  married  June  14,  1870,  Miss  Sarah 
Jane  Phillips,  daughter  of  John  Phillips,  of 
Oliver  Brothers  &  Phillips,  iron  and  steel 
works,    and    they    have    had    three    children: 
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John  Phillips,  of  the  Phillips  Mine  Supply 
Company;  Olive  Aline,  now  Mrs.  Wilbur  Jack, 
of  the  Bank  of  Pittsburg;  and  Florence  Edna, 
a  student  at  the  Pennsylvania  College  for 
Women.  They  are  all  active  members  of  the 
Shady  Side  Presbyterian   Church. 


(sJVARON  P 
f^      French 

^   **  V_^  contr 


FRENCH,  president  of  the  A. 
French  Spring  Company  of  Pittsburg, 
trols  one  of  the  largest  indus- 
tries of  Western  Pennsylvania,  manufacturing 
springs  for  cars  in  this  country  and  in  PLurope. 
He  was  born  in  Wadsworth,  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  March  23,  1S23,  a  son  of  Philo  and 
Mary  (Mclntyre)  French,  and  was  named  for 
his  paternal  grandfather. 

Philo  French,  his  father,  was  born  in  West 
Springfield,  Mass.,  in  1795.  After  receiving 
his  education  in  the  public  schools,  he  en- 
gaged in  powder-making  with  his  father. 
The  mill  in  which  father  and  son  were  inter- 
ested exploded  about  1817,  and  they  moved  to 
that  part  of  Ohio  then  known  as  the  Western 
Reserve  of  Connecticut,  settling  at  Wads- 
worth.  The  place  at  that  time  was  a  wilder- 
ness, and  the  highways  for  commerce  and 
travel  were  paths  through  the  woods  marked 
by  blazed  trees.  Philo  French  cleared  a  farm 
in  Wadsworth,  and  he  added  to  his  income 
by  travelling  as  agent  for  an  Eastern  powder- 
house.  He  died  in  October,  1823,  aged 
twenty-eight  years.  His  wife  was  a  daughter 
of  William  Mclntyre,  a  Highland  Scotchman. 
She  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  fourteen, 
all  of  whom  lived  to  be  over  seventy-five. 
She  herself  attained  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-one,  passing  away  in  1877.  She  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Her  union  with  Mr.  French  was  blessed  by 
three  children:  Philo,  born  February  22, 
1819;  Henry,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 


seven;  and  Aaron,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
After  Mr.  French's  death  she  married  Daniel 
Stearns,  of  Ohio,  by  whom  she  had  seven  chil- 
dren—  John  M.  (deceased)  and  Lucy  (twins), 
William  L.,  David  E.,  Frank  N.,  Daniel  M. 
(deceased),  and  Charles  L. 

Aaron  French  attended  school  until  twelve 
years  of  age,  and  then  went  to  work  on  a 
farm.  He  began  to  learn  the  blacksmith's 
trade  when  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  and  fol- 
lowed it  a  few  years,  next  entering  the  employ 
of  the  Ohio  Stage  Company  at  Cleveland, 
with  whom  he  remained  two  years.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  employed  in  the  Guyaoso 
House,  Memphis,  Tenn. ;  and  he  was  next  en- 
gaged as  agent  in  the  West  by  the  American 
Fur  Company.  While  earning  his  livelihood 
he  did  his  best  to  make  up  for  the  defects  in 
his  early  education,  and  the  year  that  he  was 
twenty  he  attended  the  Archie  McGregor 
Academy  at  Wadsworth,  Ohio.  He  left  the 
academy  in  the  fall  of  1844  ^'^  '^^te  for  Henry 
Clay,  and,  after  the  election  was  over,  went 
South.  In  1845  he  was  in  St.  Louis,  and  he 
was  subsequently  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  wagons  with  Peter  Young  in  Carlyle,  Clin- 
ton County,  111.  Here  he  was  attacked  with 
chills  and  fever,  and  was  ill  three  or  four 
months.  Carried  back  to  Ohio  by  his  brother, 
he  spent  four  years  in  comparative  idleness, 
being  too  weak  to  attend  to  business.  After 
his  recovery  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Lake  Shore  Railroad 
Company  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  His  first  work 
for  them  was  the  erection  of  the  iron  work  of 
the  Painesville  Bridge.  He  was  connected 
with  this  company  until  the  summer  of  1854, 
when  he  went  to  Norwalk,  Ohio.  There  he 
worked  in  a  blacksmith  shop  during  the  year 
of  the  cholera  epidemic,  being  the  only  able- 
bodied  man  to  remain  through  the  season;  and 
the  following  year  he  had  charge  of  the  black- 
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smith  department  of  the  Cleveland  &  Pitts- 
burg Railroad  at  Wellsville.  His  next  posi- 
tion was  that  of  superintendent  of  the  black- 
smith business  of  the  Racine  &  Mississippi 
Railroad  at  Racine,  Wis.  ;  and  a  part  of  the 
time  he  acted  as  master  mechanic.  When 
the  war  broke  out,  he  offered  his  services,  but 
failed  to  pass  the  physical  examination.  In 
1862  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Racine  County, 
Wisconsin;  and  he  was  in  office  two  years. 
Before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service 
he  started  in  the  manufacture  of  car  springs  in 
Pittsburg,  with  Calvin  Wells  as  partner,  using 
the  firm  name  now  so  widely  known,  the  A. 
French  Spring  Company.  When  he  started 
in  business,  he  rented  a  small  place  opposite 
the  Union  Depot,  forty  by  one  hundred  feet  in 
dimension,  and  employed  only  eight  or  ten 
men.  The  manufacture  at  first  was  limited  to 
the  elliptic  springs  of  the  Hazen  patent.  In 
four  years  the  business  had  increased  so  that 
the  firm  was  obliged  to  provide  larger  accom- 
modations, and  erected  the  part  of  their  pres- 
ent plant  known  as  No.  i;  and  in  1893  the 
working  force  was  over  three  hundred.  The 
output  at  present  embraces  all  styles  of  spiral 
and  elliptic  springs  for  locomotives  and  pas- 
senger and  street  cars.  Quantities  of  springs 
are  sent  to  Sweden,  and  until  recently  this 
company  furnished  all  the  Pullman  equipment 
in  Europe.  It  is  said  that  this  is  the  largest 
manufactory  of  the  kind  in  the  world.  The 
works  occupy  two  blocks  between  Nineteenth 
and  Twenty-first  -Streets  and  a  block  on 
Smallman,  between  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty- 
sixth  Streets.  Mr.  Wells  was  a  member  of 
the  firm  for  twenty  years.  After  his  with- 
drawal the  com]5any  was  reorganized  and  reg- 
ularly incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Pennsyl- 
vania with  the  present  name,  the  A.  French 
Spring  Company.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
state   that    Mr.    French    is   one    of   the   ablest 


business  men  of  the  county.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Pittsburg  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

In  1848  he  was  married  to  Euphrasia  Ter- 
rill,  of  Liverpool,  Medina  County,  Ohio,  who 
died  in  1871.  She  was  the  mother  of  five 
children,  namely:  Lucie,  wife  of  Carl 
Retter;  Ida  (deceased),  wife  of  William 
Phillips;  Clara,  wife  of  Charles  Kaufman,  of 
Lancaster,  Pa.;  Philo  N.  ;  and  Aaron  (de- 
ceased). Mr.  French  subsequently  married 
Caroline  B.  Skeer,  of  Chicago,  by  whom  he 
had  one  child,  Mary  A.  This  daughter  died 
at  the  age  of  eighteen. 

In  politics  Mr.  P"rench  is  a  strong  Republi- 
can. He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Racine  Lodge, 
No.  18,  in  Racine,  Wis.,  and  is  now  Past 
Master  of  St.  John's  Lodge  of  Pittsburg,  be- 
longs to  Zerubbabel  Chapter  of  Pittsburg,  and 
is  Past  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  in  Wis- 
consin. He  is  also  a  member  of  Tancred 
Commandery  of  Pittsburg,  and  he  belongs  to 
the  Duquesne  Club.  He  attends  and  supports 
the  Calvary  Episcopal  Church  of  Pittsburg,  in 
which  his  wife  is  an  active  worker. 


^-(T^ROFESSOR  DANIEL  CARHART, 
IN-^  dean  of  the  faculty  of  the  engineer- 
-L^  ing  department  in  the  Western 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Clin- 
ton, Hunterdon  County,  N.J.,  January  28, 
1839.  His  first  known  ancestor  was  Thomas 
Carhurta,  recorded  as  living  in  1420  in  Corn- 
wall, and  who  was  of  Saxon  origin.  The  fam- 
ily pedigree  is  said  to  be  recorded  from  1550, 
and  to  be  in  the  possession  of  a  Cornwall 
clergyman.  Thomas  Carhart,  the  first  Ameri- 
can ancestor,  came  to  this  country  in  1683,  as 
secretary  to  Colonel  Thomas  Dongan,  an  Eng- 
lish Colonial  Governor.  This  Thomas  was  a 
son  of  Anthony  Carhart,  a  Cornwall  gentle- 
man,   who    used    a    crest    and    coat    of    arms. 
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Thomas  Carhart  married  Mary  Lord  in  1691. 
They  had  a  son,  Robert,  who  had  a  son, 
Cornelius,  the  latter  serving  with  the  rank 
of  Major  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  His 
son,  Cornelius,  Jr.,  born  in  New  Jersey, 
married  Sarah  Dunham.  Their  son,  Charles, 
the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Clinton.  He  married  Mrs.  Christine 
Carhart,  whose)  maiden  name  was  Bird,  and 
who  was  the  widow  of  his  brother  Daniel,  and 
settled  upon  a  large  farm  opposite  his 
father's,  where  he  devoted  himself-  success- 
fully to  the  cultivation  of  the  land.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
until  his  death  in  1863,  in  the  seventy-seventh 
year  of  his  age.  His  widow  survived  him, 
dying  in  18S1,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four. 
They  brought  up  a  family  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  Daniel  was  the  youngest.  One  of  the 
family,  Samuel,  was  a  Captain  in  the  Thirty- 
first  New  Jersey  Regiment  during  the  Civil 
War. 

Daniel  Carhart  grew  up  on  the  farm,  receiv- 
ing his  preliminary  education  at  the  common 
school.  He  graduated  in  civil  engineering  at 
Polytechnic  College,  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1859.  For  some  years  thereafter 
he  was  employed  in  civil  engineering,  part  of 
his  labors  being  in  the  construction  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad.  His  professional 
work,  however,  was  interrupted  during  the 
late  war,  when  for  a  time  he  was  in  the 
government  recruiting  service.  In  1868  he 
was  given  a  chair  in  civil  engineering  in  his 
Alma  Mater,  where  he  remained  for  nine 
years.  In  1882  he  was  called  from  Philadel- 
phia to  the  Western  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  found  an  engineering  department  for 
that  institution.  By  his  efficient  methods 
and  the  inauguration  of  thorough  courses  Pro- 
fessor Carhart  has  made  this  one  of  the  lead- 
ing  departments    of    the    University.       It    is 


well  equipped,  and  offers  four  courses,  civil 
engineering,  mechanical,  electrical,  and  min- 
ing engineering,  conferring  the  degrees  of 
Civil  Engineer,  Mechanical  Engineer,  Electri- 
cal Engineer,  and  Mining  Engineer.  In  rec- 
ognition of  his  faithful  services  the  Professor 
was  elected  dean  of  the  department  of  engi- 
neering, and  has  control  of  the  faculty  in  that 
department.  He  has  also  been  honored  by 
the  University  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Science.  He  has  written  and  published  a 
te.xt-book  on  plane  surveying,  which  appeared 
in  1888.  This  book  received  high  testimo- 
nials, and  is  used  in  many  of  the  leading  insti- 
tutions of  learning  in  the  United  States.  He 
also  recently  published  a  field  book  for  civil 
engineers,  which  has  received  high  commen- 
dations from  railroad  officials,  and  which  has 
been  favorably  noticed  by  the  Engineering 
News  and  other  journals.  It  is  used  in  tech- 
nical schools  as  a  text-book  and  by  practical 
men  in  their  field  and  office  work. 

Professor  Carhart  married  April  27,  1867, 
Miss  Josephine  Story,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Eleanor  (Reeve)  Story,  of  New  Jersey,  a 
graduate  of  Pennington,  New  Jersey.  Of 
this  union  have  been  born  five  children: 
Charles  Forest;  Elnore  Christine;  Helen 
Josephine,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five;  Anna 
Florence;  and  Thomas  Chase.  In  choosing 
a  home  Professor  Carhart  selected  a  fine  site 
at  the  head  of  Centre  Street,  called  Hill  Top, 
in  Wilkinsburg,  a  suburb  of  Pittsburg.  On 
this  spot,  which  commands  a  wide  and  mag- 
nificent view  of  the  surrounding  country,  he 
erected  the  beautiful  house  in  which  he  now 
resides.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
the  educational  affairs  of  Wilkinsburg,  and 
has  much  of  the  time  been  a  Director  of  the 
Schools.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church  for  many  years,  and  is  now  a  ■ 
Ruling  Elder  in  the  church  at  Wilkinsburg, 
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Professor    Carhart    supports    the     Republican 

principles,  and   is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 

fraternity.      His   life   has    been    characterized 

by  earnestness  and   steadfastness   of   purpose, 

by  broad   thinking  and   benevolence;    and    he 

may  be  called  successful  in   the  highest   sense 

of  the  word. 

<  ■  ■  ■ » 

(s^OHN  C.  JAMISON,  president  of  the 
Pittsburg  Tool  Steel  Company  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  January  9,  1840,  in 
Saltsburg,  Indiana  County,  Pa.,  son  of  the 
late  Major  Samuel  S.  Jamison.  He  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  and  Teutonic  ancestry,  his  pater- 
nal grandfather,  John  Jamison,  having  been 
born  in  Ireland,  whither  his  progenitors  re- 
moved from  Scotland.  John  Jamison,  who 
was  a  wheelwright  and  chair-maker  by  trade, 
emigrated  to  America  in  1771,  and  located  at 
Hagerstown,  Md.,  whence  he  went  to  Carlisle, 
Pa.  Finding  but  little  work  in  Carlisle,  he 
returned  to  Hagerstown,  where  he  married  a 
daughter  of  John  Schryock,  a  highly  respected 
German  citizen  of  that  place.  A  few  years 
later  he  removed  to  Martinsburg,  Va. ;  but 
after  a  stay  of  two  years  in  that  place  he  mi- 
grated with  his  family  on  pack  horses  to 
what  was  then  termed  the  "Western  wilds" 
of  Pennsylvania,  settling  at  Greensburg.  He 
there  built  a  log  house,  which  he  inhabited  two 
years,  when  he  proceeded  to  Conemaugh  town- 
ship, which  was  then  in  process  of  organiza- 
tion; and  from  that  time  until  his  death  he 
was  identified  with  the  progress  and  develop- 
ment of  that  part  of  the  State,  taking  an  ac- 
tive part  in  all  matters  of  importance  in  the 
county.  He  bore  arms  against  the  British  in 
the  War  of  18 12. 

Samuel  S.  Jamison,  father  of  John  C,  was 
born  in  Martinsburg,  Va.,  September,  1797, 
being  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren.    During  the  War  of  1S12  he  was  left  at 


home  to  care  for  the  farm  and  family  while 
his  father  and  brother  did  their  duty  on  the 
field,  his  youth  only  debarring  him  from 
shouldering  the  musket.  He  subsequently 
obtained  work  near  Greensburg  at  four  dollars 
per  month,  a  sum  that  was  later  increased  to 
six  dollars.  Inheriting  the  habits  of  frugality 
and  thrift  common  to  his  Scotch  and  German 
ancestors,  he  hoarded  his  wages  until  amass- 
ing a  sufficient  sum  to  purchase  a  small 
stock  of  tlour  and  grain;  and,  packing  this  on 
horseback,  he  conveyed  it  over  rough  roads  to 
remote  parts  of  the  county,  a  business  which 
he  carried  on  successfully  for  a  time.  In 
181 8  he  removed  to  Indiana,  where  for  eight 
years,  in  company  with  the  Hon.  Joseph 
Thompson,  he  worked  as  a  wheelwright  and 
chair-maker.  Having  then  obtained  from 
General  Lacock  the  contract  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  section  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  he 
settled  with  his  family  in  Saltsburg,  and  from 
that  time  was  actively  interested  in  the  affairs 
of  that  place.  In  1829  he  was  appointed 
supervisor  of  the  western  extension  of  the 
canal,  extending  from  Tarr's  Locks  to  Pitts- 
burg. In  1836  he  was  chosen  Brigade  In- 
spector for  his  district,  a  position  which  he 
held  six  years,  ranking  as  Major;  and  he  was 
afterward  elected  Captain  of  the  "Saltsburg 
Blues."  In  1843  he  was  again  appointed 
supervisor  of  the  western  division  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Canal,  an  office  which  he  re- 
signed after  serving  four  years.  In  1853 
Major  Jamison  was  elected  as  State  Senator, 
and  in  that  capacity  took  an  active  part  in  all 
discussions  affecting  the  State  or  his  district; 
and  all  public  enterprises  subserving  the  in- 
terests of  the  poor  or  needy  found  in  him  an 
earnest  advocate.  His  long  life  was  well  and 
usefully  spent ;  and  on  January  11,  1877,  he 
passed  away,  honored  and  esteemed  by  all. 
Major   Jamison    married    July   i,    1823,    Miss 
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Sarah  Ann  Bell,  a  member  of  a  worthy  pio- 
neer family  of  Indiana  County,  Pennsylvania, 
who,  by  her  true  womanly  graces,  worthy  am- 
bition for  her  husband's  advancement,  and 
abundant  common  sense,  proved  herself  an 
able  helpmeet,  and  made  their  union  a  mutual 
blessing.  She  bore  her  husband  ten  children, 
as  follows:  Eveline,  Julia,  Sarah,  Susan, 
Eliza,  Myra,  Benton  K. ,  John  C,  Samuel  S. , 
and  Mary  C.  Sarah,  Susan,  Eliza,  and  Myra 
are  now  deceased.  Benton  K.  is  a  resident 
of  Philadelphia.  It  was  the  privilege  of  the 
parents  to  travel  life's  pathway  hand  in  hand 
for  more  than  half  a  century;  and  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  golden  anniversary  of  their  wed- 
ding they  had  the  pleasure  of  greeting,  besides 
their  immediate  family  and  friends,  a  large 
gathering  of  people  of  note  and  prominence. 

John  C.  Jamison,  the  special  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  well 
remembers  his  very  early  school  days,  when, 
book  in  hand,  he  trudged  through  the  woods 
to  the  old  log  school-house  with  its  slab  seats 
and  puncheon  floor,  and  the  goose  quill  with 
which  he  formed  the  pothooks  and  figures. 
His  father's  educational  advantages  were  very 
limited,  but  the  elder  Jamison  was  neverthe- 
less a  strong  believer  in  higher  education;  and 
he  inaugurated  a  movement  for  the  erection  of 
an  academy  at  Saltsburg,  which  was  completed 
in  1852.  John  C,  who  was  then  but  eleven 
years  old,  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the  build- 
ing by  carrying  all  the  brick  for  the  front  of 
it;  and  he  was  subsequently  one  of  the  most 
diligent  students  in  the  school.  Later  he  at- 
tended Duff's  Commercial  College  in  Pitts- 
burg, at  which  he  was  graduated  in  1857. 
Between  the  ages  of  eleven  and  thirteen  he 
used  to  accompany  his  father  to  Ohio,  where 
they  purchased  cattle,  sheep,  and  horses,  driv- 
ing them  across  the  country  to  Philadelphia, 
and  travelling  eight  or  ten  miles  a  day.     In 


this  way  he  walked  from  Pittsburg  to  Phila- 
delphia, returning  by  stage  and  canal  boat, 
and  crossing  the  mountains  on  the  old  Portage 
Railroad  and  the  inclined  plane.  After  his 
graduation  from  college  Mr.  Jamison  was  em- 
ployed as  a  clerk  in  a  Philadelphia  dry-goods 
house,  where  he  remained  a  year,  receiving  a 
salary  of  fifty  dollars.  Indoor  life  not  agree- 
ing with  him,  he  returned  to  Indiana  County, 
and  in  the  spring  of  i860  went  to  Nemaha, 
Neb.,  with  the  intention  of  settling  there; 
but,  finding  the  Indians  too  numerous  along 
the  river,  he  returned  East  some  two  hundred 
miles  to  Des  Moines,  where,  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Rebellion,  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  school. 

On  July  4,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  Fourth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  went 
to  Council  Bluffs,  where  the  regiment  was 
organized.  Soon  afterward  it  was  ordered  to 
St.  Louis,  where  its  appearance  at  that  time, 
August  I,  1861,  contributed  toward  saving 
Missouri  for  the  Union,  when  Price  and  Jack- 
son, with  large  armies,  were  threatening  the 
city  with  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  State  for 
the  Confederacy.  It  ne.xt  went  to  the  support 
of  Lyons's  army,  immediately  after  the  battle 
of  Wilson's  Creek,  and  fortified  Rolla,  Mo. ; 
and  afterward  it  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Pea  Ridge,  and  marched  through  Arkansas  to 
the  Mississippi  River  at  Helena,  joining  the 
flotilla  to  operate  against  Vicksburg.  The 
regiment  led  the  assault  of  Sherman's  attack 
at  Chickasaw  Bayou,  where  it  lost  one  hundred 
and  twelve  men  in  twenty  minutes.  It  was 
engaged  about  ten  days  later  in  the  capture 
of  Arkansas  Post  on  the  Arkansas  River,  Jan- 
uary 10,  1863.  Returning  to  Vicksburg,  it 
went  into  camp  in  the  swamps  of  Louisiana, 
behind  the  levees,  ten  feet  below  the  surface 
of  the  river.  Here  it  wasted  away  under  the 
ravages   of   fever,    small-po.x,    and    scurvy   for 
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three  months,  until  the  time  came  to  move  to 
the  rear  of  Vicksburg.  The  narrative  is  best 
continued  in  Mr.  Jamison's  own  words: 
"Cutting  loose  from  our  base  of  supplies,  we 
started  on  that  campaign  of  sixteen  days" 
march  on  quarter  rations,  carrying  this  and 
eighty  rounds  of  ammunition,  with  Grant  at 
the  head  of  fifty-five  thousand  men,  and  with 
an  army  of  seventy  thousand  well  fortified, 
better  armed,  and  better  equipped  men  than 
we  were  to  confront  us.  The  world  knows 
the  result:  Pemberton's  army  was  cut  up  and 
captured,  the  great  Mississippi  was  reopened 
to  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  the  back- 
bone of  the  Rebellion  was  completely  broken. 
I  had  the  proud  distinction  of  serving  in  the 
ranks  of  that  victorious  army,  was  always  in 
the  front,  and  participated  in  all  the  battles 
which  the  Fifteenth  Corps  was  engaged  in, 
marching  the  entire  circuit,  being  on  duty 
every  day  during  the  siege  of  forty-eight  days, 
and  witnessing  the  surrender  of  over  thirty 
thousand  prisoners,  the  largest  capture  during 
the  war.  The  Fourth  Iowa  at  the  battle  of 
Lookout  Mountain  was  in  Austerhouse's  di- 
vision, and  was  the  first  to  scale  the  heights 
and  drive  the  rebels  out  of  their  entrench- 
ments on  the  dizzy  heights  above  the  clouds. 
The  graves  of  Fourth  Iowa  men  are  strewn 
also  along  Sherman's  march  to  the  sea;  and 
the  voices  of  the  survivors  of  that  heroic  band 
were  heard  in  the  capital  of  the  nation  at  the 
Grand  Review,  cheering  for  a  redeemed  Union 
and  an  unsullied  flag.  Thirty  years  after  the 
close  of  the  war  I  was  summoned  to  go  to 
Iowa  and  join  in  the  ceremony  of  consigning 
to  the  care  of  the  State  our  old  battle-flags. 
A  remnant  of  the  Fourth  lowas  was  there 
with  the  old  flag,  tattered  and  torn  with  shot 
and  shell.  Grizzly  old  Tom  Price,  who  had 
carried  it  'from  Iowa  down  the  Mississippi, 
and  borne  it  again  with  Sherman  to  the  sea, 


was  there  to  carry  it  again ;  and  it  was  a  proud 
day  for  old  Tom  as  he  marched  to  the  capi- 
tal, and  with  tender  and  loving  hands  laid 
that  old  flag  away  forever.  On  my  return  to 
Iowa  to  be  mustered  out  of  service  in  1S64, 
my  companion  and  I  became  separated  at  St. 
Louis  through  my  failure  to  join  him  at  the 
train.  He  had  in  his  possession  my  valise, 
containing  my  discharge  papers,  clothing,  and 
other  articles.  After  a  long  and  tedious 
week's  search  I  found  him  laid  up  sick  in 
Ouincy,  111.  As  I  entered  the  room,  he 
arose  and  introduced  me  to  a  jiretty,  brown- 
eyed  girl  of  sixteen.  This  was  the  first  lady 
of  the  North  I  had  met  since  my  enlistment. 
I  soon  found  her  in  favor  of  the  Union,  for 
she  afterward  became  my  wife.  There  and 
then  I  settled  the  question  in  my  own  mind, 
but  it  took  nearly  three  years  to  capture  the 
citadel,  and  I  had  to  locate  in  Ouincy  in 
1866  to  make  sure  of  the  prize.  In  that  city, 
in  1867,  I  joined  Post  No.  31,  G.  A.  R. ,  of 
Illinois,  which  makes  me  the  oldest  Grand 
Army  man  in  Pittsburg.  I  now  belong  to 
McPherson  Post,  No.  117,  of  Pittsburg;  and 
to  Encampment  No.   i,  U.  V.  L. 

"After  my  marriage  I  returned  to  my  native 
State,  and  in  1869  took  up  ray  residence  in 
Pittsburg,  being  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business  here  until  1876,  when  I  moved  to 
New  York,  where  I  engaged  in  the  shipping 
and  commission  business,  taking  out  a  cargo 
of  goods  on  a  trading  expedition  to  the  West 
Indies,  and  spending  the  winter  of  1S78  and 
1879  o'''  the  island  of  San  Domingo.  During 
my  stay  on  the  island  I  chanced  to  be  present 
and  participate  in  the  identification  of  the  re- 
mains of  Christopher  Columbus,  which  were 
discovered  there  at  the  time,  and  about  which 
so  much  has  been  written.  I  believe  I  am  the 
only  man  living  in  America  who  has  handled 
the  remains  of  the  discoverer  of  this  country. 
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I  was  also  called  on  while  there  to  resent  an 
insult  offered  our  flag  by  the  Spaniards.  The 
matter  was  reported  to  our  government  on  my 
return  home,  and  a  war  vessel  sent  down  to 
investigate,  which  resulted  in  a  humble  apol- 
ogy being  made.  I  would  say  in  this  connec- 
tion that,  as  Cuba  is  an  adjoining  island,  and 
the  people  much  the  same  in  character  and 
disposition,  unruly,  unstable,  revolutionary  in 
their  ideas,  indolent,  and  lacking  in  thrift, 
they  would  not,  were  the  island  annexed  by 
this  country,  prove  a  very  desirable  addition 
to  our  citizenship  and  enterprise.  While, 
therefore,  I  would  advocate  self-government 
and  independence  for  Cuba,  I  would  not  favor 
its  annexation  to  the  United  States.  It 
would  cost  us  more  to  govern  the  island  than 
it  is  worth. 

"Returning  to  Pittsburg  in  1882,  I  again 
entered  the  real  estate  business,  in  which  I 
continued  till  1893,  when  my  attention  was 
called  to  a  new  and  valuable  discovery  for 
making  tool  steel.  I  at  once  became  inter- 
ested in  it  to  such  an  extent  that  I  purchased 
the  rolling-mill  at  Greensburg,  and  organized 
a  company  with  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
capital ;  but  I  had  no  sooner  got  the  enter- 
prise fairly  under  way  when  the  panic  set  in, 
and  it  soon  became  clear  to  me  that  the  young 
company  would  have  a  tough  time  weathering 
the  storm,  so  we  took  in  a  reef  or  two  in  our 
sails,  and  awaited  further  developments.  The 
young  'Enterprise,'  freighted  with  our  hopes, 
has  sailed  safely  through  the  tempest,  and 
reached  the  dead  calm  that  has  now  settled 
down  on  the  entire  country;  but  we  are  spread- 
ing our  sails  again,  and  awaiting  the  first 
favoring  breeze  to  carry  us  forward  to  better 
days.  We  are  now  putting  our  rolls  in  order, 
ready  to  obey  McKinley's  injunction,  and 
start  the  mills  which  have  remained  silent  for 
three  years.     When  the  wheels  move,  which 


will  be  before  this  month  is  out,  the  first 
order  to  be  filled  will  be  some  steel  for  an 
Eastern  cutlery  concern,  from  which  a  piece 
will  be  selected  for  the  manufacture  of  a  pair 
of  fine  razors,  to  be  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent. Our  steel  for  such  purposes  cannot  be 
excelled.  Good  orders  have  been  booked  from 
Eastern  factories,  prominent  among  them 
being  the  principal  electric  companies,  by 
whom  our  Damascus  brand  is  preferred  to  all 
other  makes  of  steel  for  dies  and  milling 
cutters.  Our  steel  is  also  a  favorite  with  oil 
men  for  bits  and  jars  for  drilling  tools,  one 
firm  in  the  oil  regions  having  used  over  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds  for  that  purpose. 
Our  Damascus  steel  has  also  found  its  way 
into  the  shops  of  the  government.  The 
United  States  Mint  in  Philadelphia  uses  it 
exclusively  for  minting  the  coin.  Steel  for 
this  purpose  was  formerly  purchased  in 
Europe,  but  now  every  piece  of  coin  is  cut 
with  steel  made  in  Pittsburg,  under  the 
Damascus  process,  by  the  Pittsburg  Tool 
Steel  Company.  In  competing  with  foreign 
steel  we  have  boldly  bearded  the  lion  in  his 
den,  and  during  the  past  few  months  have 
been  making  shipments  to  Southampton  and 
London ;  and  we  are  now  in  correspondence 
with  parties  in  Belgium  and  Austria  for  the 
introduction  of  our  steel  into  those  countries. 
Physical  tests  made  of  our  best  grade  of  tool 
steel  show  the  elastic  limit  to  be  one  hundred 
and  nineteen  thousand,  six  hundred  and  fifty, 
and  the  tensile  strength  one  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  thousand,  six  hundred  pounds  to 
the  square  inch.  These  tests  prove  the  supe- 
riority of  our  product  over  any  other  now  man- 
ufactured. During  the  past  three  years  our 
efforts  have  been  experimental  and  introduc- 
tory to  a  large  extent,  but  the  general  stagna- 
tion of  business  has  given  us  opportunity  to 
have  tests  made  in  places  we  could  not  go  to 
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in  a  busy  season;  and  the  result  has  been  that 
our  trade  has  gradually  increased,  and  ship- 
ments have  been  made  to  nearly  every  State  in 
the  Union.  Up  to  this  time  our  steel  has 
been  worked  under  the  hammer,  but  now  our 
rolls  are  to  be  started,  which  will  largely  in- 
crease our  output  in  tonnage.  The  Damascus 
process  is  a  new  discovery,  and  has  been 
patented,  and  is  bound  to  work  a  revolution  in 
tool  steel  in  both  price  and  quality.  But  it 
has  really  required  as  much  fortitude  to  meet 
competitors  and  business  depression  in  the 
work  of  building  up  a  trade  for  our  company 
as  it  did  to  capture  that  rebel  stronghold  in 
Mississippi.  I  feel  now  as  I  did  when  I  en- 
tered Vicksburg  after  the  surrender:  the  bat- 
tle is  ours,  and  we  have  won  the  fight." 

Mr.  Jamison  was  first  married  December  6, 
1867,  Miss  Mary  C,  daughter  of  Charles  H. 
Houghton,  of  Greenfield,  Mass.,  and  the 
adopted  daughter  of  Myron  Gould,  of  Quincy, 
111.,  becoming  his  wife.  They  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity;  namely,  Hattie  Coburn,  Sarah 
B.,  Mary  C,  Wilson  B.,  and  Edgar  E.  In 
1 88 1  the  mother  passed  to  the  higher  life. 
On  March  13,  1882,  Mr.  Jamison  married  for 
his  second  wife  Miss  Sarah  Ida  Allen,  daugh- 
ter of  Alexander  Allen,  of  Rochester,  N.Y. 
Of  this  union  two  children  have  been  born; 
namely,  Pauline  and  Olive  Elizabeth.  Polit- 
ically, Mr.  Jamison  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
He  and  his  present  wife  (as  was  his  first  wife) 
are  members  of  the  Park  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  which  his  five  eldest  children  also 
belong,  and  of  which  he  is  a  trustee. 


tp)TlLL     BURGWIN,    Esq.,     attorney-at- 
r^i       law  of    Pittsburg,    was    born    at    the 

-L^  V» ,  Hermitage,  near  Wilmington,  N.C., 

on  February   21,    1S25,    the   youngest   son    of 


George  William  Bush  Burgwin  and  his  wife, 
Maria  (Nash)  Burgwin.  As  a  lad  he  was  ex- 
tremely precocious.  At  the  age  of  eight  years 
he  entered  the  celebrated  school  of  William  J. 
Bingham  in  Hillsboro,  N.C.,  in  order  to  pre- 
pare for  college,  and  began  at  that  time  the 
study  of  Latin  grammar.  When  only  thirteen 
he  was  fit  to  enter  the  University  of  North 
Carolina;  but  on  account  of  his  youth  he  was 
kept  back  until  1840,  when  he  joined  the 
Sophomore  class.  Although  he  received  first 
honors  in  his  college  class,  he  was  unable  to 
complete  the  course  because  of  ill  health.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  the  study  of 
law,  first  with  his  brother-in-law,  the  Hon. 
Thomas  S.  Ashe,  of  the  North  Carolina  Su- 
preme Court,  and  later  with  his  uncle,  the 
Hon.  Frederick  Nash,  afterward  Chief  Justice 
of  the  State.  Mr.  Burgwin  passed  his  exami- 
nations for  the  bar,  but  could  not  obtain  a 
license  to  practise  until  'he  came  of  age.  He 
was  admitted  to  full  practice  in  the  Superior 
and  Supreme  Courts  in  1847.  In  January  of 
that  year  he  opened  an  office  in  Elizabeth  City, 
where  he  remained  until  1851.  Then  he  came 
to  Pittsburg,  where  he  had  been  married  some 
time  previously,  and  was  in  practice  here  until 
1890,  when  he  retired,  leaving  his  business  to 
his  sons,  George  and  Augustus. 

Among  the  important  suits  in  which  Mr. 
Burgwin  has  acted  as  counsel,  the  following 
have  become  ruling  cases:  County  of  Alle- 
gheny 7'.  Pittsburg  &  Connellsville  R.R.  Co., 
and  Linton  and  wife  %>.  James  B.  Neal  et  al. 
The  former  of  these  was  a  suit  brought  on  an 
agreement  by  the  railroad  company  to  pay 
interest  on  stock  subscribed  for  and  held  by 
the  county  in  the  defendant  company.  It  was 
a  test  suit,  involving  in  itself  only  about  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  ($100,000),  but  de- 
termining liabilities  of  more  than  one  mil- 
lion dollars  for  the  defendant  company.      Mr. 
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Burgwin  represented  the  defendant,  and  set  up 
as  a  defence  that  such  an  agreement  was  null 
and  void  at  common  law  as  being  without  con- 
sideration and  as  being  simply  an  agreement 
to  pay  back  to  stockholders  the  money  paid  for 
stock.  This  defence  was  sustained  by  the 
court. 

In  the  Linton  case,  a  suit  in  equity  brought 
by  Mr.  Burgwin  in  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court,  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court  was  sus- 
tained as  against  the  Orphans'  Court  of  the 
State  in  settling  all  the  accounts  of  executors, 
guardians,  and  trustees  under  the  will  of 
James  Brown,  of  Kittanning,  and  finally  dis- 
tributing his  very  large  estate,  both  personal 
and  real,  the  latter  lying  in  many  different 
States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Burgwin  was  formerly  attorney  for  the 
Mechanics'  National  Bank  of  Pittsburg,  which, 
together  with  the  Pittsburg  Marine  National 
Bank,  is  now  represented  by  his  sons.  He  was 
for  many  years  solicitor  for  the  Dollar  Sav- 
ings Bank,  and  is  now  the  oldest  vice-presi- 
dent and  the  oldest  member  of  its  board  of 
thirty-nine  trustees.  Also,  for  a  number  of 
years  he  was  a  director  of  the  Pittsburg  & 
Connellsville  Railroad  Company. 

In  his  earlier  years  an  old-line  Whig,  Mr. 
Burgwin  has  been  independent  in  politics 
since  Henry  Clay's  time.  From  1869  to 
1875,  elected  on  the  Citizens'  ticket,  he  rep- 
resented Ward  Twenty-three  in  the  Select 
Council  of  Pittsburg.  While  a  member  of 
the  Councils,  he  was  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  select  the  site  for  a  city  park. 
After  the  committee  had  selected  the  present 
site  of  Schenley  Park  as  the  most  desirable, 
reported  to  the  Councils  and  entered  into 
negotiations  with  the  owners  for  its  purchase, 
the  project  was  given  up  for- a  time,  as  the 
terms  could  not  be  agreed  upon. 

A  descendant  of  churchmen  for  many  gen- 


erations by  both  his  parents,  Mr.  Burgwin 
always  took  great  interest  in  church  work. 
He  is  a  communicant  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
In  1865  he  was  instrumental  in  securing  the 
division,  of  the  Diocese  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  creation  of  the  Pittsburg  Diocese.  This 
initiative  was  at  once  followed  elsewhere;  and 
since  then  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  new 
dioceses  have  been  set  apart  from  the  larger 
and  older  ones,  an  average  of  about  three  to 
each  session  of  the  General  Convention.  Mr. 
Burgwin  was  elected  a  deputy  to  the  General 
Convention  of  the  church  held  at  Baltimore  in 
1871,  and  has  been  elected  to  represent  his 
diocese  in  each  succeeding  General  Convention 
from  that  time  to  the  present.  He  has  been 
a  tireless  worker  at  these  meetings,  always 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  debates,  and  serv- 
ing on  the  Committee  on  Canons  continuously 
from  1 87 1.  In  1880  he  was  a  member  of 
the  joint  commission  of  twenty-one  bishops, 
priests,  and  laymen,  created  to  revise  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  at  present  is  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  twelve  appointed 
to  revise  the  constitution  of  the  General  Con- 
vention. A  clear,  logical,  and  convincing 
speaker,  and  unusually  well  read  in  ecclesias- 
tical history  and  law,  he  has  been  largely  in- 
fluential in  shaping  church  legislation.  Well 
versed  in  canon  law,  he  has  been  consulted 
for  many  years  by  clergymen  and  laymen 
throughout  the  country  on  questions  connected 
therewith.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been 
chancellor  of  the  Diocese  of  Pittsburg  and  an 
active  member  of  its  annual  conventions. 

On  November  29,  1849,  ^'f''-  Burgwin  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary,  daughter  of 
Major  Asher  Phillips,  of  the  United  States 
Army.  By  her  he  became  the  father  of  six 
children;  namely,  George  Collinson,  Henry 
Phillips,  John  Henry  King,  Sara  Ormsby, 
Augustus  Phillips,    and    Mary.     The   mother 


428 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


died  January  i,  1882.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Episcopal  ChurcK 
Home  of  Pittsburg  and  a  much  valued  worker 
in  the  parish.  A  second  marriage,  performed 
October  i,  1888,  united  Mr.  Burgwin  with 
Susan  Read,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Henry  K. 
Nash,  of  Hillsboro,  N.C.,  grand-daughter  of 
Chief  Justice  Frederick  Nash,  and  a  great- 
grand -daughter  of  Governor  Abner  Nash. 
One  child  has  blessed  this  union  —  Kenneth 
Ogden,  born  March  23,  1890. 

Mr.  Burgwin 's  ancestry  by  both  father  and 
mother  is  traced  back  to  early   Colonial   days 
and  to  old  families   in   England.      His  great- 
grandfather was  John   Burgwin,   of  Merioneth- 
shire, Wales,  who  was  born    in    1682  and  died 
in    1731-      This    ancestor's    son,    also    named 
John,    was    born     in     Hereford,    England,     in 
1 73 1,    and    died    in    1803    at    the  Hermitage, 
which   he  had   built.      The  second  John  Burg- 
win   owned    a    large   rice  plantation    in    North 
Carolina,   and  was    Treasurer  of  the  Southern 
District    of    the    Province    of    North    Carolina 
just  previous  to  the  Revolutionary  War.      His 
plantation,     covering     three     thousand    acres, 
granted  by  George  II.  in    1728,  has  been  kept 
in   the  family,  and  is  now  owned  by  Mr.   Hill 
Burgwin.      George  W.    B.    Burgwin,    the  next 
in  line,  was  the  father  of  Mr.    Hill   Burgwin. 
Like    his    father,    he    was    an    extensive    rice 
planter.      Born    at    the    Hermitage,    he    died 
there  February  4,  1854.      He  married  Maria, 
daughter  of    Governor  Abner  Nash,  of  North 
Carolina;  and  a  family  of  eight  children  grew 
up    around    them.      These    were:     Eliza,    who 
married    William    E.    Anderson;    John    Henry 
King  Burgwin,  who  was  Captain   in  the  First 
United   States  Dragoons,  and  fell  in   his  coun- 
try's  service,    while   leading  a  forlorn  hope  in 
the  battle  of  Puebla  de  Taos  in  the  Mexican 
War;   Margaret,    who  became  the  wife   of   the 
Rev.    Samuel    Iredell   Johnston,    D.D.  ;  Caro- 


line, who  married  the  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Ashe, 
Justice   of  the  Supreme  Court  of   North    Caro- 
lina;   Hasell,    now  deceased;    Maria,    who    is 
the    widow    of    Parker    Quince,    late    of    Wil- 
mington,    N.C.  ;    Sally,    of   whom  there  is  no 
special  record;  and    Hill  Burgwin,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.      Mr.  Hill   Burgwin's  maternal 
great-grandfather,     Colonel     John     Nash,     of 
Templeton   Manor,    'Va.,   was  Presiding  Judge 
of    Prince    Edward    County,    an   officer  in   the 
Colonial    army,    a    member    of    the    House  of 
Burgesses    of    Virginia,    and    a    son    of    Abner 
Nash,     of     Tenby,     South     Wales.      Governor 
Abner   Nash,    son    of    Colonel     Nash,    was    a 
lawyer    of    great    ability    and    great    political 
ijifiuence.      His    brother    Francis,    who   served 
in    the    Revolutionary    War   as    Brigadier-gen- 
eral, was  killed  in  the   battle  of  Germantown, 
October    4,     1777,    while    leading    the    North 
Carolina   troops.      Abner  Nash  was   a  member 
of  the  committee  that  prepared  the  constitution 
and  the  Bill  of  Rights  of   North  Carolina,  the 
first    Speaker  of    the    House    of    Commons    of 
North  Carolina,   and  the  second   Governor    of 
the  State.      He  died  at  New  York,  December 
2,    1786,  a  member  of  the  Federal   Congress. 
His   wife,    Mary  Whiting    Jones   Nash,    was  a 
society  leader  of  Newbern,    N.C,   and  a  very 
beautiful  and  accomplished  woman.      She  was 
a  lineal  descendant  of   Governor  Bradford,  the 
famous    Governor    of    the    Pilgrim    Colony   of 
I^lymouth,  who   came   to   this   country  in    1620 
in  the  "Mayflower.  " 

Mr.  Hill  ]3urgwin's  first  wife  was  a  descend- 
ant of  Sir  Nicholas  Malby,  the  chief  com- 
mander of  the  English  forces  in  Connaught, 
Ireland,  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  of 
Sir  Richard  Ormsby,  Kt.,  who  held  estates 
in  Lincolnshire,  England.  Her  great-grand- 
father, John  Ormsby,  who,  born  in  Ireland  in 
1720,  was  educated  at  Trinity  College,  Dub- 
lin,  became  paymaster  in   the   Provincial   and 
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Colonial  armies,  and  held  that  position  at  the 
time  of  the  capture  of  Fort  Duquesne.  Mrs. 
Bnrgwin's  grandfather,  Oliver  Ormsby,  a  large 
land-owner,  furnished  supplies  from  his  fur- 
naces and  forge  for  fitting  out  Perry's  squad- 
ron for  the  Lake  Erie  expedition. 

Mr.  Burgwin  now  spends  his  summers  at 
his  residence,  Hasell  Hill,  Pittsburg,  and  his 
winters  at  Pembroke  Cottage,  Orange  County, 
Florida. 

(^OHN  HUTCHINSON  HAMILTON, 
one  of  the  most  influential  residents  of 
Neville  Island,  formerly  called  Mon- 
tour Island,  was  born  here,  August  10,  18 19, 
son  of  David  and  Mary  (Gibbs)  Hamilton. 
His  great-grandfather  was  a  Scotchman,  who 
settled  in  Ireland.  His  grandfather,  Archi- 
bald, came  to  America,  settling  first  in  East- 
ern Pennsylvania  and  then  in  Pittsburg. 
Archibald  was  one  of  the  earliest  residents  of 
Neville  Island,  and  a  prominent  man  in  his 
time. 

IJavid  Hamilton,  son  of  Archibald,  was  a 
young  child  when  he  was  brought  to  the 
United  States  by  his  parents.  He  grew  up 
on  the  island,  and  in  1782  came  to  Pittsburg. 
He  served  with  the  rank  of  Captain  in  the 
War  of  181 2.  He  was  a  member  of  the  F"irst 
Church,  Pittsburg.  His  wife's  father,  Will- 
iam Gibbs,  who  came  of  Scotch  descent,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  and  lived  for 
some  time  at  Pittsburg.  David  and  Mary 
Hamilton  had  ten  children,  of  whom  one  died 
in  infancy.  The  others  attained  maturity; 
namely,  Isabelle,  Archibald,  William,  David, 
James,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  John,  and  Mary. 

John  Hutchinson  Hamilton  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools.  He  worked 
on  the  farm  from  his  boyhood,  owning  about 
sixty  acres,  on  which  he  raised  fruits  and  gar- 
den  vegetables.      Before   the   introduction     of 


the  railroad  he  raised  thousands  of  bushels. of 
sweet  potatoes  and  water-melons.  He  remem- 
bers that,  when  he  first  visited  the  city,  he 
was  pushed  up  to  it  in  a  canoe,  and  that  it 
then  extended  to  Union  Depot  and  to  Grant 
Street  on  the  hill.  It  is  now  over  twenty 
years  since  he  retired  from  business.  Only 
one  other  farm  on  the  island  is  as  large  as  his, 
and  it  has  not  been  out  of  the  family's  posses- 
sion since  it  was  cleared  of  the  original  timber 
that  covered  it.  Mr.  Hamilton  has  been 
closely  identified  with  the  development  and 
history  of  Neville  Island,  and  has  been  influ- 
ential in  forwarding  its  interests.  He  was 
one  of  the  promoters  of  the  plan  that  brought 
forth  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad, 
being  associated  with  William  McCreary  when 
the  idea  originated.  P"or  nearly  sixty  years 
Mr.  Hamilton  has  taken  an  active  pait  in  poli- 
tics, casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  in  1840 
for  William  H.  Plarrison,  and  voting  at  every 
national  election  since.  He  was  originally  a 
Whig.  In  1856  he  was  in  Pittsburg  when  the 
Republican  party  was  being  formed,  and  dis- 
cussed the  subject  many  times  with  Thomas 
Marshall.  He  was  a  delegate  to  different 
conventions  in  that  year,  and  has  been  promi- 
nent in  many  conventions  since,  having  helped 
to  nominate  Judge  White,  Judge  Stowe,  Judge 
Ewing,  and  Judge  Kennedy.  He  was  an  en- 
thusiastic worker  for  Lincoln  on  his  first  nom- 
ination, and  during  the  war  was  an  active  sup- 
porter of  war  measures.  He  was  present  at  a 
iiiass  meeting  held  directly  after  Fort  Sumter 
was  fired  upon.  While  he  did  not  go  to  the 
front,  he  gave  liberally  of  his  means  to  sup- 
port the  government  and  to  uphold  the  Union. 
Upon  the  departure  of  a  company  of  volunteers 
that  had  been  enlisted  on  the  island,  Mr. 
Hamilton  gave  the  men  a  farewell  dinner.  In 
the  State  legislature  he  was  influential  in  de- 
feating or  passing  various   bills  affecting  the 
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general  welfare.  He  once  killed  a  harbor  bill, 
the  passing  of  which  would  have  resulted  in 
the  damming  up  of  the  river,  by  presenting 
his  objections  at  a  meeting  of  the  legislature 
called  to  consider  the  opposition.  He  was 
Supervisor  and  Assessor;  and  he  is  one  of  the 
original  trustees  of  the  school  on  the  island, 
for  which  he  secured  an  allowance  as  one  of 
his  first  public  duties. 

On  April  24,  1S45,  Mr.  Hamilton  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Eliza,  daughter  of 
Joseph  Major,  a  business  man  of  Pittsburg. 
Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ham- 
ilton. Their  son,  Joseph,  a  most  promising 
young  man,  died  in  his  twenty-first  year,  while 
a  law  student  in  the  University.  Four  daugh- 
ters are  now  living,  namely:  Caroline,  the 
wife  of  the  Rev.  D.  R.  Emory,  of  Mount 
Nebo;  Sadie,  now  Mrs.  Petrie,  and  living  on 
the  island;  and  Mary  E.  and  Amelia  C,  who 
reside  with  their  father.  All  his  lifetime 
Mr.  Hamilton  has  been  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  first  in  the  society  at  Sharon 
and  then  in  that  of  Neville  Island,  which  he 
helped  to  organize.  He  was  elected  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Neville  Island  church; 
and  he  was  offered  the  P^ldership,  which  he 
declined.  A  Sunday-school,  started  in  1S28 
by  his  mother,  was  the  nucleus  of  the  organ- 
ization. Archibald  Hamilton  and  William 
Dickson  constituted  the  Building  Committee, 
and  the  church  was  organized  in  1843  with 
Moses  Blasier  as  Elder  and  David  Hamilton, 
Jr.,  as  Deacon.  Of  the  original  members 
only  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Dickson,  Mrs.  James 
Hamilton,  Miss  Amelia  Hamilton,  and  Mr. 
John  Hamilton  are  now  living  on  the  island. 
Mr.  Hamilton  was  for  many  years  a  Deacon  of 
the  church,  and  for  some  time  the  superintend- 
ent and  a  teacher  of  the  Sunday-school.  Out- 
side of  his  business  affairs  the  most  of  Mr. 
Hamilton's  time  and  thought  has  been  given 


to  his  church.  His  has  been  the  home  to 
which  the  new  minister  came,  and  he  has  been 
ever  ready  to  help  the  pastors  with  friendly 
advice  or  with  never-failing  sympathy.  Mr. 
Hamilton  is  also  an  active  temperance  man, 
and  is  warmly  interested  in  missionary  and 
hospital  work. 

TT^HARLES  FRENCH  SHERIFF,  of 
I  Vp  the  Sheriff  Machine  Company,  Pitts- 
^i^  ^  burg,  was  born  in  this  city,  May  6, 
1848,  a  son  of  the  late  John  Black  Sheriff. 
The  Sheriffs  are  probably  of  Sa.xon  origin,  al- 
though it  is  impossible  to  clearly  trace  the 
branch  to  which  Charles  French  belongs,  be- 
yond the  ancestor  that  fled  from  religious  per- 
secution in  Scotland  to  the  northern  part  of 
Ireland,  where  he  founded  a  home  for  himself 
and  family.  In  1785,  as  near  as  is  known, 
three  young  men,  John  Sheriff,  John  Leslie, 
and  John  Anderson,  sailed  from  Belfast, 
County  Antrim,  Ireland,  to  seek  their  fortunes 
in  the  New  World.  Coming  to  Pennsylvania, 
they  located  in  the  Cumberland  valley,  near 
Carlisle.  Here  they  formed  the  acquaintance 
of  Adam  Neal  and  his  family.  The  latter  in- 
cluded two  sons,  John  and  James,  and  six 
daughters,  Mary,  Nancy,  Martha,  Jeannette, 
Anne,  and  Rachel.  P'rom  this  family  each  of 
the  young  Irishmen  took  a  wife. 

The  above-mentioned  John  Sheriff,  the  pa- 
ternal great-grandfather  of  Charles  French 
Sheriff,  was  born  and  reared  in  County  Antrim, 
Ireland.  He  had  been  in  this  country  but  a 
little  more  than  a  year  when,  in  1786,  his  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Neal  took  place.  Soon  after  the 
marriages  of  his  daughters  Adam  Neal,  with 
his  family,  including  his  sons-in-law,  crossed 
the  mountains,  and  settled  in  this  vicinity, 
some  in  Washington  County  and  some  in 
Allegheny  County.  Mr.  Neal  died  at  Can- 
onsburg.     His  widow,  with  four  of  her  chil- 
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dren,  John,  James,  Anne,  and  Rachel,  moved 
into  what  is  now  Pulaski  township,  Lawrence 
County,  where  they  subsequently  lived  and 
died,  and  where  the  descendants  of  the  family 
bearing  the  name  of  Neal  now  live.  After 
living  near  Carlisle  for  two  or  three  years, 
John  Sheriff  and  his  wife  moved  to  Cumber- 
land County,  whence  in  1789  they  came  to 
Allegheny  County,  locating  at  Peter's  Creek. 
From  there  they  moved  to  Saw-mill  Run, 
where  John  was  employed  in  building  saw  and 
grist  mills,  and  where  both  he  and  his  wife 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Their 
children  were:  William,  born  near  Carlisle, 
Pa.,  June  21,  1787;  Adam,  born  in  Cumber- 
land County,  Pennsylvania,  who  died  October 
12,  1857;  John,  born  at  Peter's  Creek,  this 
county,  who  died  June  14,  1873;  James,  born 
at  Peter's  Creek,  who  died  August  15,  1870; 
Samuel  and  Jeanette,  born  at  Saw-mill  Run, 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  Sarah  L.,  born  in 
1796,  who  died  January  30,   1885. 

John  Black  Sheriff,  a  son  of  John  and 
Rachel  Sheriff,  was  born  at  Pulaski,  Lawrence 
County,  February  2,  18 10,  and  was  there 
reared  to  maturity.  He  had  but  little  school- 
ing; but,  being  a  good  reader  and  a  man  of 
great  observation,  he  obtained  a  good  educa- 
tion. At  the  time  of  his  death,  February  22, 
1892,  he  had  been  a  prosperous  business  man 
of  Pittsburg  for  sixty-three  years.  Learning 
the  trade  of  a  coppersmith  when  a  boy,  he  fol- 
lowed it  for  two  years,  and  then  started  in 
business  for  himself  as  a  manufacturer  of  salt- 
well  tubing,  one  of  the  leading  industries  in 
the  early  days  of  the  city.  He  furnished  the 
first  line  of  pipe,  which  was  made  of  copper 
with  brass  connections,  for  the  Drake  well, 
the  first  oil  well  that  was  sunk.  Iron  pipe  at 
that  time  had  not  been  invented;  but  after  it 
was  placed  in  the  market  he  was  the  first 
dealer    in    iron    pipe    for    oil     wells,    having 


branches  in  Franklin,  Oil  City,  Petroleum 
Centre,  and  Pithole,  and  for  many  years  was 
one  of  the  best  known  business  men  in  Pitts- 
burg. He  was  prominent  in  military  affairs, 
and  previous  to  the  late  Civil  War  he  was  a 
Colonel  in  the  National  Guard  of  Pittsburg. 
Colonel  Sheriff  was  married  July  11,  1837,  to 
Miss  Sarah  Hyatt  McGraw,  who  bore  him  si.x 
children  —  William,  James,  Anna  Maria,  Re- 
becca Jane,  Charles  French,  and  Agnes  La- 
vina.  Anna  Maria  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Taylor, 
of  Pittsburg;  Rebecca  Jane  married  S.  Oliver 
Wylie;  and  Agnes  Lavina  is  the  wife  of 
Matthew  Winterburn.  In  18S7  the  parents 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  in  Elizabeth, 
on  which  happy  occasion  the  entire  family 
joined  in  the  festivities,  there  not  having 
been  a  death  in  the  family  for  the  entire 
fifty  years  of  their  wedded  life.  Both  the 
father  and  mother  were  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church. 

Charles  French  Sheriff  obtained  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Second 
Ward  of  Allegheny.  When  a  lad  of  fourteen 
he  left  school  to  enlist  in  the  independent 
company,  which  was  doing  provost  guard 
duty  in  Pittsburg,  being  stationed  at  the 
Girard  House,  now  the  Central  Hotel,  from 
April,  1863,  until  the  following  December. 
During  the  ensuing  two  months  it  was  at 
Greensburg,  this  State.  After  being  dis- 
charged in  February,  1864,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  K,  One  Hundredth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  spent  his  sixteenth 
birthday  fighting  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness. He  afterward  served  in  the  Grant  cam- 
paign, participating  in  the  battles  of  Spottsyl- 
vania.  North  Anna  River,  and  Cold  Harbor. 
The  brigade  to  which  his  regiment  belonged 
made  the  first  advance  on  Petersburg,  June  17, 
and  was  at  the  front  on  that  memorable  July 
30,  1864,  afterward  being  present  at  the    en- 


43^ 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


gagement  at  the  Wcldon  Railroad,  August  19, 
and  at  the  Poplar  Grove  Church,  September 
30.  At  the  latter  place  Mr.  Sheriff  was  taken 
prisoner,  and  sent  first  to  Pemberton,  in  Rich- 
mond, thence  to  Salisbury,  N.C.,  where  he 
spent  the  winter,  coming  out  in  the  spring  a 
mere  shadow  of  his  former  self,  his  weight 
having  been  reduced  from  one  hundred  and 
forty  pounds  to  seventy.  Reaching  Annapo- 
lis, March  13,  1865,  he  was  there  tenderly 
nursed  by  his  mother  and  brother  for  weeks 
before  he  could  be  safely  taken  home.  On 
May  29,  1865,  he  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge, but  it  was  more  than  a  year  after  that 
before  he  was  well  enough  to  engage  in  any 
work.  For  the  first  two  years  after  he  had  re- 
covered his  health  Mr.  Sheriff  continued  his 
studies,  attending  the  academy  at  Elizabeth, 
Pa.  Having  subsequently  learned  the  trade 
of  a  plumber  and  steam-fitter,  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  firm  of  J.  B.  Sheriff,  Sons  & 
Co.,  for  ten  years.  In  1880  he  established  his 
present  business  as  manufacturer  of  hangings 
and  couplings,  in  which  he  has  met  with 
signal  success.  In  addition  he  is  agent  for 
the  Boston  Blower  Company,  and  also  repre- 
sents several  New  England  manufacturers. 
He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Pearl  Laundry 
Company  of  Pittsburg  and  in  the  Caribou 
Gold  Dredging  Company.  He  is  one  of  the 
original  promoters  of  the  latter  company, 
which  realized  nothing  from  its  investments 
on  the  Eraser  River  until  Mr.  Sheriff  sent 
out  special  machinery,  by  the  use  of  which  a 
cubic  yard  of  the  sand  or  gravel  was  made  to 
yield  about  four  and  a  half  dollars'  worth  of 
gold. 

Mr.  Sheriff  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Re- 
publican ranks.  He  has  been  many  times  a 
delegate  to  city  and  county  conventions;  and 
he  was  instrumental  in  placing  the  Hon.  John 
W.  Morrison  before  the  people  as  the  soldier 


candidate  for  the  office  of  State  Treasurer,  and 
finally  electing  him.  Very  prominent  in  Ma- 
sonic circles,  he  belongs  to  Allegheny  Lodge, 
No.  223,  of  which  Ke  is  Past  Master;  to  Alle- 
gheny Chapter,  No.  217;  to  Ascalon  Com- 
mandery.  No.  59,  K.  T. ,  of  which  he  is  Past 
Eminent  Commander;  and  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  attending  all  the  State  conclaves 
and  many  of  the  triennial.  He  is  also  Past 
Exalted  Ruler  of  the  Pittsburg  Lodge,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  father  of  the  Allegheny  Lodge,  No. 
339,  which  he  formed  in  the  spring  of  1896, 
and  of  which  he  is  a  trustee.  He  likewise 
belongs  to  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order,  and  is 
Past  Eminent  Commander  of  the  Elks.  In 
the  Grand  Army  he  is  a  Past  Commander  of 
the  Abe  Patterson  Post  of  Pittsburg;  he  was  a 
delegate  to  several  department  encampments; 
and  he  was  national  delegate  in  1893  to  In- 
dianapolis, when  Pittsburg  was  selected  as  the 
place  for  the  ne.xt  encampment.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Americus  Club  of  this  city. 

In  1 88 1,  October  13,  Mr.  Sheriff  married 
Miss  Carrie  V.  Smith,  of  Allegheny.  Mrs. 
Sheriff  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  promi- 
nent workers  in  the  social  circles  of  this  part 
of  Pennsylvania.  She  served  ably  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Colonel  J.  B.  Clark  Circle,  No. 
II,  Ladies  of  the  Grand  Army;  and  at  the  en- 
campment in  Shamokin  she  was  elected  de- 
partment president.  During  her  term  of  office 
the  Johnstown  flood  occurred,  and,  appealing 
to  her  department  for  financial  aid  for  the 
families  of  the  soldiers  of  that  town,  she  was 
the  first  person  to  carry  money  to  distribute 
after  that  terrible  disaster.  At  Altoona  she 
was  not  allowed  to  retire,  but  was  re-elected 
as  department  president;  and  at  Washington, 
in  1892,  she  was  elected  national  president 
for  the  following  year.  She  is  past  president 
and    now  secretary  of   the    Ladies'   Auxiliary 
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to  the  Union  ex-prisoners  of  war,  and  is 
president  of  the  Ladies'  Hospital  Saturday 
and  Sunday  Association.  She  is  lilvewise 
president  of  the  Wimodausis  Country  Club, 
an  auxiliary  to  the  Masonic  Country  Club, 
which  is  composed  exclusively  of  the  wives, 
mothers,  daughters,  and  sisters  of  Masons. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheriff  are  both  members  of  the 
North  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


LIVER  L.  BLACHLY,  M.D.,  has 
been  a  resident  of  Wilkinsburg,  Alle- 
gheny County,  since  1893,  and  in 
that  time  has  built  up  a  practice.  He  was 
borri  October  5,  1852,  at  Sparta,  Washington 
County,  this  State,  a  son  of  Dr.  Stephen  L. 
and  Sarah  (Lindley)  Blachly,  and  comes  of 
ancient  and  honored  antecedents,  dating  his 
ancestry  on  his  mother's  side  back  to  the  early 
Plymouth  colonists,  and  representing  a  family 
some  of  whose  male  members  for  several  gen- 
erations (at  least  two  hundred  years)  have 
been  practitioners  of  medicine.  In  the 
sketch  of  his  father,  which  appears  on  another 
page  of  this  volume,  a  fuller  ancestral  history 
may  be  found.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  county, 
where  also  he  obtained  his  elementary  educa- 
tion, this  being  supplemented  by  a  thorough 
•course  of  study  at  Waynesburg  College,  at 
which  he  graduated  in  1874.  Having  early 
in  life  made  a  choice  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion, he  entered  his  father's  office  as  a  student 
soon  after  his  graduation,  and  made  such  good 
use  of  the  excellent  opportunities  there 
afforded  him  that  he  was  soon  qualified  to 
enter  Jefferson  Medical  College,  from  which 
he  received  a  diploma  in  1877.  Returning 
to  Sparta,  the  Doctor  was  admitted  to  partner- 
ship with  his  father,  with  whom  he  was  asso- 
ciated thirteen  years.      From  the   end   of  that 


time  until  he  removed  to  Wilkinsburg  he 
conducted  practice  alone,  his  father  having 
retired.  In  1893,  as  above  mentioned,  the 
Doctor  came  to  Wilkinsburg,  where  he  is 
numbered  among  the  leading  members  of  his 
profession.  He  is  connected  with  various  so- 
cial and  professional  organizations,  belonging 
to  the  Washington  County  Medical  Society, 
the  State  Medical  Society,  the  American 
Medical  Association,  and  the  Wilkinsburg 
Medical  Club;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Jefferson  Medical  Alumni  Association,  and, 
outside  of  his  profession,  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Heptasophs.  In  politics  he  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  a  hand- 
some brick  residence  at  810  Wood  Street, 
which  he  built  in  1893,  and  in  which  his 
office  is  located. 

On  May  18,  1880,  Dr.  Blachly  married 
Miss  Anna  R.  Sherrard,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
John  H.  and  Kizie  Fulton  Sherrard;  and  into 
their  pleasant  home  circle  three  children  have 
been  born — -Stephen  L. ,  John  S.,  and  Mary 
F.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Blachly  are  valued  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  the  teachings  of 
which  they  endeavor  to  exemplify  in  their 
daily  lives. 

4m  m^^ 

■^ENJAMIN  LOMAX  HORRSLY 
DABBS,*  of  Pittsburg,  a  maker  of 
portraits  by  photography,  has  built 
his  reputation  as  an  artist  of  the  first  rank  on 
the  safe  and  sure  basis  of  excellence.  He  was 
born  in  London,  PZngland,  November  30, 
1839,  a  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Cropper) 
Dabbs. 

George  Dabbs  was  reared,  educated,  and 
married  in  England.  He  came  to  this  coun- 
try about  the  year  1845.  Locating  in  New 
York  City,  he  soon  after  became  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  L.  Chapman  &  Co.,  and  carried  on 
business  there  for  ten  years.     In    1856  he  re- 
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moved  to  Philadelphia,  becoming  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  George  Dabbs  &  Co.,  and  was  a 
pioneer  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  da- 
guerreotype materials  and  goods,  in  which  he 
met  with  great  success.  He  continued  in  that 
business  as  long  as  he  lived,  but  during  the 
last  few  years  of  his  life  resigned  its  manage- 
ment to  his  sons.  Of  the  seven  children  born 
to  him  and  his  wife  six  grew  to  maturity: 
Benjamin  L.  H.  ;  Walter  G.  ;  William  H. ; 
Emma,  who  married  Edward  Martin,  of  Phila- 
delphia; James  C;  and  Frances  E.  The  par- 
ents were  members  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

Benjamin  L.  H.  Dabbs  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  York  City.  When 
quite  young  he  entered  his  father's  store  in 
one  of  the  lower  positions,  and  by  faithful 
and  strict  attention  to  his  duties  worked  his 
way  up  until  he  became  salesman.  In  this 
position  he  won  a  reputation  when  but  nine- 
teen years  old  of  being  the  best  salesman  in 
his  line  of  goods  in  the  country,  and  was 
earnestly  sought  for  by  several  large  New 
York  houses,  who  tempted  him  with  offers  of 
a  larger  salary.  In  i860  he  was  admitted  to 
the  firm;  but  the  next  year  he  sold  out  his 
interest,  and,  coming  to  Pittsburg,  opened  a 
store  for  the  sale  of  ambrotype  and  photo- 
graphic goods.  Previous  to  this  time  but  one 
house  in  Pittsburg  handled  this  class  of  goods. 
Another  one  was,  however,  very  soon  estab- 
lished; and  because  of  Mr.  Dabbs's  reputation, 
which  had  preceded  him,  they  combined  to 
work  against  him,  but,  notwithstanding  the 
competition,  he  succeeded  in  building  up  a 
business  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  a 
year.  He  continued  in  that  trade  until  1869, 
when  he  gave  his  personal  attention  to  work 
in  his  studio,  having  been  somewhat  interested 
in  photography  for  seven  or  eight  years.  He 
soon  found  that  he  had  an  especial  talent  in 
this  line  of  art,  producing  lifelike  effects  with 


the  camera.  He  has  the  happy  gift  of  throw- 
ing the  light  on  the  face  of  the  subject  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  bring  out  the  best  and  strong- 
est expressions  of  character,  seemingly  having 
an  intuitive  conception  of  the  particular  posi- 
tion required  to  produce  the  desired  effect.  It 
is  his  constant  study  to  improve  the  art,  which 
has  made  such  rapid  progress  during  the  past 
decade,  and  which  has  given  such  valuable  aid 
to  science  and  many  departments  of  industry. 
Many  prominent  people  of  this  vicinity  and 
strangers  from  a  distance,  including  eminent 
Europeans,  have  sat  in  front  of  his  camera, 
obtaining  most  satisfactory  portraits,  which 
have  won  for  him  highly  prized  commenda- 
tions from  connoisseurs.  One  of  the  finest 
portraits  ever  taken  of  Andrew  Carnegie  was 
made  by  Mr.  Dabbs,  who  has  also  had  as  a 
sitter  Francis  Murphy,  the  great  temperance 
worker,  and  his  son,  T.  Edward  Murphy. 

Mr.  Dabbs  married  in  June,  1S61,  Miss 
Mary  Harbaugh,  of  Philadelphia,  who  died 
three  years  later.  His  son  George,  born  of 
this  union,  is  a  photographer  at  McKeesport; 
and  his  daughter,  Mary  A.,  is  the  wife  of 
L.  W.  Welden,  of  Pittsburg.  In  religious 
faith  the  first  Mrs.  Dabbs  was  an  Episco- 
palian. Mr.  Dabbs  married  for  his  second 
wife  Miss  Sarah  O.,  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
Dickson,  of  this  city.  Ten  children  were 
born  to  them,  and  six  are  now  living;  namely, 
Joseph  N.,  Benjamin  L.  H.,  Jr.,  John  D., 
Frank  H.,  Sarah  Louisa,  and  Marian  Vir- 
ginia. The  mother  of  these  children  died  in 
1883.  She  was  a  Presbyterian.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  present  Mrs.  Dabbs  was  Engle. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dabbs  have  a  beautiful  resi- 
dence on  Highland  Avenue  at  the  East  End. 
Among  other  things  of  interest  and  value  in 
its  furnishing  and  adornment  is  a  choice  art 
collection.  Mr.  Dabbs  is  prominent  in  social 
circles,  belonging  to  the  Sportman's  Club,  the 
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Country  Club,  the  Bellefield  Club,  the  Na- 
tional Photographic  Association,  and  the 
Pittsburg  Art  Society.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  was  made 
a  Mason  in  Allegheny  Lodge,  No.  223,  F.  & 
A.  M. ,  and  has  advanced  to  the  Royal  Arch 
degree. 


IDWARD  ALEXANDER  CAMPBELL, 
one  of  the  leading  manufacturers  of  art 
glass  in  Pittsburg  and  one  of  the 
most  extensive  dealers  in  that  article  of  com- 
merce, belongs  to  a  family  which  for  three  or 
more  generations  have  been  prominent  in 
this  branch  of  industry,  both  in  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio.  His  grandfather,  Edward,  who 
claimed  a  Scotch  ancestry,  was  a  pioneer  man- 
ufacturer of  glass  in  Cincinnati,  where  he 
was  born. 

Samuel  Campbell,  the  father  of  Edward  A., 
was  born  and  reared  in  his  Cincinnati  home. 
After  attaining  his  majority,  he  removed  to 
Monongahela  City,  Washington  County,  this 
State,  where  he  was  successfully  engaged  in 
the  making  of  glass  of  different  kinds  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  April  10,  187:. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Isabelle 
McNeill,  having  survived  him  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  passed  away  November  12,  1896,  at  a 
venerable  age.  She  had  seven  children, 
namely:  Calvin  L.,  who  is  connected  with  the 
United  Glass  Company  of  Orestes,  Ind. ;  Isa- 
belle, the  wife  of  Samuel  Larimer,  of  Monon- 
gahela City,  Pa.  ;  Samuel  H.,  a  resident  of 
Laramie  City,  Wyo.,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
the  glass  business;  William  R.,  who  is  in  the 
glass  business  at  Lancaster,  Ohio;  John  D., 
of  the  glass  works  at  New  Kensington,  Pa. ; 
Harry  R.,  of  Monongahela  City;  and  Edward 
A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Edward  A.  Campbell  was  reared  and  edu- 


cated in  his  native  city.  Entering  his  father's 
glass  factory  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he 
may  be  said  to  have  grown  up  with  the  busi- 
ness, with  all  the  details  of  which  he  became 
thoroughly  familiar.  Since  coming  to  Pitts- 
burg, he  has  established  a  most  profitable 
business  in  the  manufacture  of  art  stamped 
glass,  of  which  he  makes  a  specialty,  the  pro- 
ductions of  his  factory  being  well  known  in 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  In  addition,  he  has  a 
large  trade  in  window  and  plate  glass. 

On  October  12,  1880,  Mr.  Campbell  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Camilla  I., 
daughter  of  George  W.  Bracey,  of  Pittsburg. 
Born  of  the  union  is  one  daughter,  Bessie  B. 
Campbell,  an  attractive  young  maiden.  Mr. 
Campbell  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a 
member  of  Zeno  Lodge,  No.  748,  I.  O.  O.  F. ; 
and  of  the  Junior  O.  U.  A.  M.  Both  he  and 
Mrs.  Campbell  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 


lATHIAS     F.     DETHLEFS,     of 

Sharpsburg,  now  living  in  retire- 
ment, was  a  prominent  minister 
of  the  Lutheran  church.  He  was  born  March 
16,  1815,  in  the  village  of  Trennworth,  Hol- 
stein,  Germany.  His  father,  Martin  Dethlefs, 
was  a  farmer  at  the  time  of  his  wife's  death, 
which  occurred  at  the  birth  of  her  son. 
After  this  Martin  removed  to  Meldorf,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  business  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life. 

Mathias  was  educated  in  the  Congregational 
school  and  in  the  gymnasium.  He  studied  for 
the  ministry  in  Kiel  and  Jena  in  Saxony,  tak- 
ing the  regular  theological  course,  and  preach- 
ing in  the  meantime  to  enable  him  to  pursue 
his  studies.  Subsequently,  with  the  consent 
of  the  church   authorities,  being  unwilling  to 
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swear  allegiance  to  the  Danish  crown,  of 
which  he  was  a  subject,  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  locating  near  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  in  the 
year  1845.  Here  he  preached  for  eighteen 
months,  after  which  he  accepted  a  call  to  the 
German  Evangelical  United  Church  on  Ohio 
Street,  then  a  young  parish.  He  built  the 
present  church  edifice  in  1S49,  and  remained 
in  charge  afterward  until  1855,  by  which  time 
the  society  had  considerably  increased  in  mem- 
bership. Besides  attending  to  his  pastoral 
duties,  he  conducted  a  private  school,  and 
taught  German  to  many  people  who  have 
since  become  prominent  in  Pittsburg  and 
Allegheny  City.  When  his  wife's  father 
died,  he  removed  to  Sharpsburg,  and  engaged 
in  missionary  work  throughout  the  county. 
Shortly  after,  he  received  and  accepted  a  call 
to  Gallon,  Ohio.  Here  he  remained  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  when  he  returned 
to  Pittsburg.  After  working  for  a  short  time 
in  missions  in  P2tna,  Mr.  Dethlefs  organized 
the  First  German  Lutheran  Church  of  Sharps- 
burg, was  chosen  as  its  first  pastor,  and  re- 
mained with  the  society  until  it  became  self- 
supporting,  in  the  meantime  maintaining  him- 
self by  teaching  in  the  public  school,  and 
conducting  private  classes  in  German. 
Afterward  he  was  engaged  in  missionary 
work  in  Armstrong,  Butler,  and  other  coun- 
ties, in  connection  with  the  Pittsburg  Lu- 
theran Synod.  The  scene  of  his  last  mission- 
ary labors  was  Liverpool,  Ohio.  Mr.  Dethlefs 
has  now  retired  from  active  church  work,  but 
has  retained  a  regular  connection  with  the 
Pittsburg  Lutheran  Synod.  For  the  past  six- 
teen years  he  has  been  in  the  employment  of 
Spring,  Chalfant  &  Co.,  and  is  now  their 
assistant  manager. 

In  1849  Mr.  Dethlefs  married  Miss  Mary 
Sozin,  of  Sharpsburg.  Of  his  nine  children 
Eliza,    Emma,    Martin    E. ,    and     Charles     are 


living,  and  reside  with  their  parents.  Charles 
has  been  clerk  of  the  International  Revenue 
office.  His  pleasant  and  spacious  homestead 
was  bought  by  him  from  the  other  heirs  in 
1855.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Lu- 
theran Church  of  the  city.  Actively  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Borough  Council,  serving  two 
terms  on  the  Finance  Committee,  was  elected 
Burgess  of  the  borough  in  1893,  and  was  re- 
elected in  1895.  During  his  term  of  office 
two  electric  light  plants  have  been  put  in,  and 
the  town  sewerage  system  has  been  completed. 


<^*^> 


LBERT  C.  SPEER,  M.D.,*  of  2452 
Fifth  Avenue,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  a  skil- 
ful and  successful  young  physician 
of  the  regular  school  of  practice,  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  this  State,  October  15, 
1864,  a  son  of  Solomon  C.  and  Anna  Eliza 
(Walker)  Speer.  His  grandfather  Speer  was 
born    in   Pennsylvania,    of    German  parentage. 

-Solomon  C.  Speer  was  likewise  a  native  of 
the  Keystone  State,  and  in  his  earlier  man- 
hood years  was  captain  of  a  passenger  boat  on 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers.  On  giving 
up  this  life.  Captain  Speer  bought  a  farm  at 
Belle  Vernon  Station,  Pa.,  where  he  is  now 
prosperously  engaged  in  the  sand  business. 
He  married  Ann  Eliza  Walker,  whose  father 
died  when  she  was  a  young  child.  P^ive  chil- 
dren were  born  to  the  parents,  and  four  of 
them  are  living;  namely,  Charles  P.,  Albert 
C. ,  Bessie,  and  Jessie.  The  mother,  a  woman 
of  strong  Christian  character  and  a  Baptist  in 
religious  belief,  died  in  18S2.  The  father  is 
a  Cumberland  Presbyterian. 

Albert  C.  Speer  remained  an  inmate  of  the 
parental  household  until  eighteen  years  of  age, 
acquiring  his  early  knowledge  of  books  in  the 
common     schools.        After    that     he    attended 
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Eastman's  Business  College  at  Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y.,  and  Mount  Union  College  at  Mount 
Union,  Ohio.  He  then  entered  the  depart- 
ment of  medicine  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, pursued  the  course  of  study,  and 
received  his  medical  diploma  in  i88g.  The 
following  year  Dr.  Speer  spent  in  the  Mercy 
Hospital  at  Pittsburg,  gaining  valuable  experi- 
ence, and  since  that  time  has  been  an  active 
practitioner  in  this  city,  having  by  persever- 
ance and  marked  ability  succeeded  in  building 
up  a  good  genera]  practice. 

On  the  first  day  of  June,  1S92,  Dr.  Speer 
married  Miss  Hattie  W.  Coyle.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Speer  have  two  children  —  Louie  Helene  and 
Anna  Elizabeth,  bright  and  attractive  little 
girls.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Alle- 
gheny County  Medical  Society.  Politically, 
he  is  a  straight  Republican.  Mrs.  Speer  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 


I  ^  EORGE  B.  PHLL*  is  a  representative 
V  [5  I  financier  of  Pittsburg,  having  been 
closely  identified  'during  the  last 
twenty  years  with  important  business  interests 
in  the  city.  Since  coming  to  Pittsburg  in 
1865,  Mr.  Hill  has  acquired  large  and  varied 
interests.  He  recognized  the  stupendous 
natural  resources  of  the  city  and  its  unsur- 
passed opportunities  for  investment  and  e.\- 
pansion.  In  these  respects  no  city  in  the 
Union  is  more  favored  than  Pittsburg.  The 
enormous  railway  interests,  the.  Westinghouse 
concerns,  the  Philadelphia  Gas  Company,  the 
Union  Switch  and  Signal  Company,  the 
Standard  Underground  Cable  Company  (the 
stock  of  which  is  twenty-seven  million  dol- 
lars), and  a  long  list  of  steel  companies,  man- 
ufacturers, banks,  insurance  companies,  and 
so  forth,  offer  a  striking  array  from  which  to 
choose  investments.      As  a  financier  no  man  in 


Pittsburg  is  more  prominent  than  Mr.  Hill. 
Thirty  years  of  tireless  and  well-directed 
energy,  together  with  a  remarkable  natural 
aptness  for  finance,  have  made  him  a  conspic- 
uous figure  in  moneyed  circles  throughout  the 
State.  He  has  figured  in  some  of  the  heaviest 
stock  transactions  that  have  ever  been  consum- 
mated in  Pennsylvania.  Perhaps  the  most 
notable  of  these  was  the  famous  gas  stock  deal 
out  of  which  grew  the  Philadelphia  Gas  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Hill  is  president  and  director  of 
the  Allegheny  Traction  Company,  president 
and  director  of  the  Allegheny  &  Manchester 
Traction  Company,  director  of  the  Second 
National  Bank  of  Allegheny  and  of  the  Stand- 
ard LInderground  Cable  Company.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  firm  which  includes,  besides 
himself,  W.  I.  Maston  and  J.  Nicholson. 
Their  ofifice  is  on  Fourth  Avenue.  Mr.  Hill 
is  a  thoroughly  self-made  man.  He  started 
with  one  dollar,  energy,  and  brains,  and  has 
reached  a  position  of  broad  influence,  and  has 
commanded  the  admiration  and  respect  of  his 
associates  by  his  honorable  and  successful 
business  dealings  and  by  his  personal  worth. 


;<ri|AMES  CRERAR  DUNN,  M.D.,  a 
noted  physician  and  specialist  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  the  professor  of  dermatology, 
materia  uiedica,  and  therapeutics  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  this  city,  was  born  in  Merigo- 
mish,  Pictou  County,  N.S. ,  December  9, 
1847,  son  of  William  and  Catherine  Crerar 
(Mcintosh)  Dunn.  His  grandfather,  John 
Dunn,  a  Scotchman,  who  was  with  the  British 
army  in  America  during  the  Revolutionary 
War,  received  for  his  services  to  the  Crown  a 
tract  of  land  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  there  resided 
for  the  rest  of  his  life.  John  Dunn's  wife 
lived  to  be  ninety  years  old.  The  father  was 
a-  native   and    a    lifelong    resident    of     Nova 
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Scotia.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  a  mill- 
wright during  his  active  period,  and  died  in 
1 886.  His  wife,  Catherine,  who  was  also  a 
native  of  Nova  Scotia,  died  in  1872.  She 
was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  of  whom  one 
died  in  infancy.  Those  residing  in  this  coun- 
try are:  Robert  D.,  a  carriage  manufacturer  in 
California;  Alexander  Mcintosh,  engineer  for 
the  Fort  Pitt  Glass  Company  in  Jeannette,  Pa.  ; 
and  James  Crerar,  M.  U.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  John  W.  resides  at  the  old  home- 
stead, and  three  sisters  are  living  in  that  vi- 
cinity. 

James  Crerar  Dunn  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  Nova  Scotia.  In  1869  he  entered  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1871. 
Later  in  the  same  year  he  located  for  prac- 
tice in  Pittsburg.  Here  his  success  as  a  gen- 
eral physician  was  all  that  could  be  desired, 
but  as  a  specialist  in  skin  diseases  he  has 
gained  a  reputation  that  extends  far  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  State.  He  has  occupied  the 
chair  of  dermatology  since  the  organization 
of  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
here,  and  has  been  professor  of  materia  Jiicd- 
ica  and  therapeutics  since  1894.  He  organ- 
ized the  dermatological  clinics  of  the  Free 
Dispensary  in  1886,  and  his  clinics  rank 
among  the  best  in  this  county.  P^or  ten  years 
he  was  physician  and  surgeon  to  St.  Francis 
Hospital,  and  assistant  physician  to  the  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  eight  years.  In 
1895  he  was  elected  dermatologist  to  the  latter 
institution.  He  is  a  member  and  the  secre- 
tary of  the  board  controlling  the  Reineman 
Maternity  Hospital,  and  is  consulting  obstetri- 
cian of  the  hospital  staf¥.  Also,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  county.  State,  and  American  Medi- 
cal Societies  and  of  the  American  Public 
Health  Association.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  of  which  he  was  president  for 


several    years.      In    politics    he    is  an    earnest 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 

On  October  4,  1877,  Dr.  Dunn  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Juliette  Thalia  Du  Barry, 
a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Wilhelmina  (Smith) 
Du  Barry.  Her  paternal  ancestry  were  P'rench; 
and  her  grandfather,  who  was  a  silk  importer 
in  Philadelphia,  subsequently  followed  the 
same  business  in  Pittsburg.  Mrs.  Dunn's 
maternal  ancestors,  the  Smiths,  were  mostly 
members  of  the  Economists'  Society,  but  sub- 
sequently withdrew  from  that  organization. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dunn  have  had  si.x  children,  two 
of  whom,  John  Sidney  and  George  Du  Barry, 
are  living.  The  deceased  children  comprised 
two  who  died  in  infancy  and  two  who  died  in 
childhood.  Dr.  Dunn  is  regarded  by  his  asso- 
ciates in  the  medical  profession  as  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  of  the  State.  Although 
his  private  practice  is  large,  he  devotes  a 
great  deal  of  his  valuable  time  to  the  Univer- 
sity, the  hospitals,  and  the  P^ree  Dispensary. 
To  young  practitioners  he  has  been  very  help- 
ful. Pie  is  connected  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  other  fraternal 
orders,  and  attends  the  Presbyterian  church. 


mro 


EORGE  GREENFIELD  GRAHAM, 
yj5~r  M.  D.,*  a  prominent  and  skilful  phy- 
sician of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  is  a  native 
of  this  city,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  March 
29,  1856.  The  Graham  family  is  of  Scotch 
origin.  The  Doctor's  father  and  grandfather, 
John  Graham,  Sr. ,  and  John,  Jr.,  were  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  John  Graham,  Sr. ,  was  a 
hatter  in  Pittsburg  during  his  early  manhood; 
but  during  the  last  twenty-five  years  of  his  life 
he  was  president  of  the  Bank  of  Pittsburg,  and 
died  in  that  city  when  about  seventy  years  old. 
John  Graham,  Jr.,  accumulated  a  large  prop- 
erty, being  engaged  in  various  kinds   of   busi- 


GEORGE     G.    GRAHAM. 


HENRY    B.    ORR. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


445 


ness,  as  his  inclinations  dictated.  He  was  for 
a  few  years  a  resident  of  Missouri.  While 
there  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  in  which 
he  served  four  years,  having  command  of  a 
company  of  scouts.  Returning  to  his  native 
State,  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
within  its  borders,  making  his  home  in  dif- 
ferent localities,  and  dying  in  Washington, 
Washington  County,  in  i8gi,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years.  His  wife,  Martha  Green- 
field, was  born  in  New  York,  a  daughter  of 
George  M.  Greenfield,  a  native  of  County 
Down,  Ireland.  Mr.  Greenfield  immigrated 
to  America  in  1808,  settling  first  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  but  later  removing  to  Alle- 
gheny, where  his  declining  years  were  spent. 
His  wife  was  also  a  native  of  Ireland.  Of  the 
children  born  to  them  one  became  noted  as  a 
teacher,  and  for  many  years  was  assistant  prin- 
cipal in  the  grammar  school  of  which  Mr. 
Covel,  the  author  of  Covel's  Grammar,  had  the 
charge.  To  John  Graham,  Jr.,  and  his  wife 
seven  children  were  born,  five  of  whom  are 
now  living,  namely:  Dr.  George  G.  ;  Annie; 
Elizabeth;  William  Howard;. and  May,  who 
married  George,  the  son  of  Judge  Atchison. 
The  mother  died  in  1886.  She  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Washington,  Pa.,  to  which  her  husband  also 
belonged. 

George  G.  Graham  was  but  a  year  old  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Missouri.  After  the 
war  he  came  with  them  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
lived  at  first  in  Indiana  County  and  later  in 
Philadelphia.  He  was  successively  a  student 
at  Newell's  Institute,  at  Duff's  College,  Pitts- 
burg, and  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  early  manhood  Mr.  Graham  settled  in  Mer- 
cer County,  and  for  three  years  was  engaged 
in  a  good  mercantile  business.  Going  then  to 
Baltimore,  he  entered  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons;  and,  having  pursued  the 


prescribed  course  of  study,  he  was  graduated 
in  the  spring  of  1882.  The  succeeding  four- 
teen months  Dr.  Graham  was  resident  physi- 
cian at  the  West  Penn  Hospital,  and  after  that 
he  served  as  senior  assistant  physician  in  the 
Dixmont  Hospital  for  the  Insane  ten  years, 
the  last  si.x  years  being  acting  assistant  super- 
intendent. In  May,  1S93,  he  opened  his  pres- 
ent office,  51  Fremont  Street,  in  Allegheny, 
where  he  has  an  e.xtensive  practice,  his  patron- 
age including  some  of  the  leading  people  of 
the  city. 

Dr.  Graham  married  April  23,  1893,  Miss 
Jennie,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Hamilton) 
Beers;  and  they  are  now  the  parents  of  two 
children  —  Mary  and  Martha.  The  Doctor 
is  prominently  identified  with  many  social 
organizations,  belonging  to  the  Allegheny 
County  Medical  Society;  the  State  Medical 
Society;  the  Society  of  American  Medical 
:Superintendents  of  Asylums;  to  the  Junior 
Order  of  American  Mechanics;  to  Davidge 
Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  ;  and  to  Allegheny 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Graham 
are  both  members  of  the  Second  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Allegheny. 


RY  B.  ORR,  D.D.S.,  M.D.,*  of 
Pittsburg,  where  he  has  a  large  gen- 
eral practice,  was  born  in  Steuben- 
ville,  Ohio,  July  4,  1857,  son  of  Thomas  J. 
and  Mary  E.    (Bristor)  Orr. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  Johnson  Orr,  a 
resident  of  Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  was  of 
Scotch-Irish  stock,  although  born  in  this  coun- 
try. He  dealt  quite  extensively  in  cattle  and 
land.  He  was  a  man  of  unusual  strength  of 
character  and  an  ardent  abolitionist.  Always 
ready  to  lend  a  hand  when  an  opportunity 
offered,  it  was  his  privilege  to  help  many  a 
fugitive  from  the  South  to  escape  over  the  un- 
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derground  railway,  but  not  always  without 
danger  to  himself.  Upon  one  occasion  he  had 
secreted  a  mulatto  girl,  who  was  pursued  by 
her  master,  and  during  the  search  the  master 
got  into  an  altercation  with  Mr.  Orr,  compell- 
ing the  latter  to  a  forcible  defence.  The  wife 
of  Johnson  Orr  was  a  daughter  of  Judge  An- 
derson, quite  a  celebrated  man  in  early  Ohio 
days.  P'ive  children,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters,  were  born  to  them,  namely:  Eu- 
genia, wife  of  Congressman  Clark,  of  Iowa; 
Eliza  J.,  wife  of  Captain  Sherman;  Viola,  who 
married  a  Mr.  Lawson,  an  Iowa  farmer;  An- 
derson, a  lawyer  and  dealer  in  stocks,  who  was 
killed  by  a  moving  train  near  New  York  City; 
and  Thomas  J.,  father  of  Dr.  Orr. 

Thomas  J.  Orr  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  Ohio,  in  1835.  He  went  from  his 
Ohio  home  to  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  as  a  con- 
tractor, and  in  1858  came  to  Pittsburg.  As 
an  accountant  he  has  here  been  identified  with 
many  large  business  houses.  Mary  E.  Bris- 
tor,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Pennsylvania.  Her  family  lineage  is  traced 
back  to  England,  the  birthplace  of  two 
brothers  who  came  to  this  country  and  bought 
large  tracts  of  land  in  Virginia.  One  of  them 
subsequently  returned  to  England ;  but  the 
other  remained  and  became  the  progenitor  of 
those  in  this  country  who  bear  his  name,  which 
has  undergone  changes  in  spelling,  being  now 
both  Bristor  and  Bristow. 

Henry  B.  Orr  is  an  only  child.  His  pre- 
liminary education  was  supplemented-  by  a 
course  at  P^ranklin  and  Marshall  Colleges, 
Lancaster,  Pa.  In  1873  he  began  the  study 
of  dentistry  in  Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  later  on 
entered  the  dental  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1879  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Dental 
Surgery.  Shortly  after  he  opened  an  office  at 
Scottdale.      In   1883   he  was  graduated  at  the 


Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  and 
during  the  succeeding  two  years  was  surgeon 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  On  leaving 
that  position,  he  settled  in  this  city.  Devot- 
ing himself  assiduously  to  the  duties  of  his 
profession,  he  has  accjuired  a  large  and  desir- 
able practice. 

Dr.  Orr  was  married  February  29,  1888,  to 
Miss  Anna  L.  Fortney,  daughter  of  Dr.  C.  D. 
Fortney,  of  Scottdale.  She  died  January  3, 
1895,  leaving  one  daughter,  Mary  E.  Orr. 
Dr.  Orr  is  a  member  of  various  organizations, 
and  is  medical  examiner  for  several.  In  poli- 
tics he  usually  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 


W-' 


ASDALE,  M.D.,*  a  success- 
il  hospital  surgeon  of  Pittsburg, 
was  born  in  Allegheny  County, 
August  25,  1842,  son  of  Alexander  and  Nancy 
(Connell)  Asdale.  The  father,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  who  came  to  America  in  the  early 
thirties,  located  in  Pittsburg,  and  in  company 
with  the  Gettys  was  engaged  for  some  time  in 
the  grocery  and  provision- business.  He  mar- 
ried in  1841  Nancy  Connell.  In  i850hewent 
on  the  ship  "Serampore  "  to  California  by  the 
Cape  route,  starting  from  New  York  and 
reaching  San  P^rancisco  after  a  voyage  lasting 
six  months.  After  spending  three  years  in  the 
mines,  he  returned  to  the  East  via  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama.  In  i860  he  went  again  to  Cali- 
fornia, with  the  purpose  of  preparing  a  home 
for  his  family  on  the  Pacific  Coast;  but, 
before  he  could  carry  his  plans  into  execution, 
he  died,  in  February,  1861.  He  was  the 
father  of  five  children,  tw'o  of  whom  — namely, 
Alexander  Connell  Asdale,  of  Beaver,  Pa., 
and  the  Doctor — are  now  living.  The 
mother,  who  married  a  second  husband,  Be- 
noni  Anderson,  now  deceased,  resides  with  her 
son  Alexander  in  Beaver. 
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W.  J.  Asdale  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Allegheny  County  and  at  Mansfield 
Academy,  near  Pittsburg.  After  graduating 
from  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann 
Arbor  in  1864  and  from  the  Rush  Medical 
College,  Chicago,  in  1866,  he  began  practice 
in  Pittsburg.  Dr.  Asdale  has  spent  much 
time  in  hospital  work.  He  was  a  resident 
student  and  apothecary  in  the  Mercy  tlospital 
in  1863-64;  during  the  year  1864-65  he  was 
in  the  Army  General  Hospital  in  Pittsburg; 
for  fifteen  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  staff 
of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Piospital;  and 
he  is  now  surgeon  in  charge  in  the  Passavants 
Hospital,  formerly  called  the  Pittsburg  Infirm- 
ary, which  was  the  pioneer  hospital  of  the 
city.  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  organ- 
izing the  medical  school,  now  the  medical 
department  of  the  Western  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  wherein  until  1895  he  was  the 
professor  of  the  diseases  of  women  as  well  as 
the  secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

Dr.  Asdale  first  married  Rachel  Wallace, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rachel  Wallace,  of 
Bethlehem,  Beaver  County.  She  died  in 
1887,  having  been  the  mother  of  one  child. 
Two  years  later  the  Doctor  married  Miss 
Jessie  B.  Reeves,  daughter  of  John  Reeves,  of 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa.  W.  J.,  the  only  child  of 
this  marriage,  died  in  early  infancy. 

In  religious  faith  Dr.  Asdale  is  a  Presby- 
terian. In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 
He  has  served  the  public  on  the  Central 
Board  of  Education  of  Pittsburg,  on  the  School 
Board  of  the  O'Hara  subdistrict,  in  the 
Select  Council  of  Pittsburg  for  several  years, 
and  in  the  Board  of  Health,  both  as  member 
and  secretary,  for  twelve  years.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Allegheny  County  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, the  Pennsylvania  State  Association, 
and  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  an 
honorary  member  of  the  California  State  Med- 


ical Association,  the  American  Public  Health 
Association,  the  Iron  City  Microscopical  So- 
ciety, and  of  the  American  Association  of 
Obstetricians  and  Gynaecologists. 


NDREW  CARNEGIE,  the  foremost 
man  in  the  iron  and  steel  industry  of 
which  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  is 
the  great  centre,  a  man  who  is  rapidly  acquir- 
ing a  world-wide  reputation  as  a  discreet  and 
cheerful  giver  of  munificent  gifts,  a  moneyed 
philanthropist  of  the  first  water,  is, a  native  of 
Scotland.  He  was  born  in  Dunfermline,  an- 
cient capital  of  the  land  of  Burns  and  Scott, 
on  November  25,  1835,  three  years  after  the 
passing  of  the  Great  Wizard  of  the  North. 

His  father  was  a  weaver,  a  man  of  intelli- 
gence and  progressive  ideas,  blessed  with  a 
congenial  and  worthy  helpmate,  the  home 
circle  one  of  affection,  industry,  and  aspira- 
tion. Andrew  inherited  a  love  of  reading, 
was  sent  to  school,  and  proved  himself  apt  to 
learn.  When  he  was  about  twelve  years  old 
and  his  brother  Thomas  was  five,  the  parents 
came  to  this  country,  and  settled  in  Alle- 
gheny, Pa.,  the  father  finding  employment  in 
a  factory.  Here,  too,  shortly  the  elder  lad 
joined  the  army  of  productive  workers,  becom- 
ing a  bobbin-bearer,  and  earning  with  exqui- 
site satisfaction  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and 
twenty  cents  a  week.  His  next  experience 
was  in  taking  charge  of  a  small  stationary  en- 
gine in  the  basement,  a  responsibility  that 
weighed  on  his  mind,  and  troubled  his  sleep 
at  night.  Always  busy  and  yet  always  look- 
ing about  for  chances  of  advancement,  he  soon 
secured  a  position  as  messenger  boy  in  a  tele- 
graph office,  weekly  wages  two  and  a  half 
dollars.  Keeping  his  eyes  open,  his  mind 
continually  active,  ever  learning  something 
new,  his  willing  hands  always  ready  for  more 
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work,  like  Jack  of  the  Beanstalk  he  was  ever 
going  up,  up;  and  the  higher  he  got,  the  more 
he  knew. 

He  was  but  fourteen  when  his  father  died, 
and  he  must  be  man  of  the  house,  but  only  as 
his  mother's  right-hand  helper;  for  she,  too, 
was  capable  and  self-reliant,  skilled  and  dili- 
gent in  household  ways,  and  contributing  to 
the  family  finances  by  deftly  binding  shoes. 
From  a  speedy  foot-carrier  of  messages  young 
Carnegie  advanced  to  be  a  telegraph  operator, 
at  fifteen  was  a  train  despatcher,  and  at  six- 
teen he  showed  his  cleverness  by  originating  a 
plan  for  running  railway  trains  by  a  thorough 
system  of  telegraphing.  While  still  a  clerk 
in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railway 
Company,  he  ventured  some  borrowed  capital 
in  the  introduction  of  the  newly  invented 
Woodruff  sleeping-car,  and  thus  scored  his 
first  financial  success.  For  some  years,  as 
superintendent  of  the  Pittsburg  division  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railway,  he  was  intimately 
associated  with  Colonel  Scott;  and  during  that 
time  he  was  one  of  a  company  that  bought  oil 
lands  in  Pennsylvania,  which  yielded  immense 
profits.  Mr.  Carnegie's  great  wealth,  however, 
the  substantial  structure  of  his  colossal  fortune, 
has  been  built  up  of  iron  and  steel.  Twelve 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  borrowed  from  a  bank 
was  his  share  of  a  cash  capital  of  six  thousand 
dollars,  with  which  the  Keystone  Bridge 
Works  of  Pittsburg  were  started.  The  com- 
pany has  done  an  extensive  and  successful 
business,  its  capital  in  latter  years  being  one 
million  dollars.  Of  the  Union  Iron  Works, 
the  E.  Thomson  Steel  Works,  the  Homestead 
Steel  Works,  not  to  mention  others,  Mr. 
Carnegie  is  chief  owner. 

In  recent  years  Mr.  Carnegie  has  distin- 
guished himself  as  a  writer  on  economic  sub- 
jects and  on  his  travels,  and  also  as  a  public 
benefactor,  his  bounty  being  well  planned  to 


be  of  lasting  good  to  large  communities.  A 
canny  Scotsman,  alert  and  practical  in  affairs, 
also  keenly  delighting  in  the  world  of  books, 
believing  in  the  stimulating,  sustaining,  and 
broadening  influence  of  good  literature,  desir- 
ous of  promoting  the  advancement  of  learning 
among  the  people,  remembering  the  precious 
loaned  volumes  which  gratified  his  own  love 
of  reading  in  his  youth,  he  has  devoted  large 
sums  to  the  establishment  of  public  libraries. 
Among  those  founded  or  endowed  by  his  lib- 
erality may  be  named  the  Johnstown  (Pa.) 
Free  Library,  the  Braddock  Free  Library,  the 
Carnegie  Free  Library,  Allegheny  City,  and 
the  Pittsburg  Library,  free  to  the  people,  the 
amount  of  his  benefactions  to  the  city  and 
vicinity  figuring  already  up  to  five  million 
dollars,  it  is  said,  and  more  libraries  contem- 
plated. Two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars to  the  Free  Library  in  Edinburgh,  Scot- 
land, fifty  thousand  dollars  for  a  free  library, 
forty  thousand  dollars  for  swimming-baths  in 
Dunfermline,  and  the  fifty-thousand-dollar 
laboratory  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical 
College,  New  York  City,  are  other  examples 
of  his  judicious  giving. 

In  the  summer  of  1881  Mr.  Carnegie  took 
a  party  of  friends,  who  had  accompanied  him 
as  his  guests  across  the  Atlantic,  the  party  in- 
cluding his  mother,  under  the  name  of  the 
Queen  Dowager,  on  a  coaching  trip  from 
Brighton  to  Inverness.  The  book  describing 
the  journey,  written  by  Mr.  Carnegie,  pub- 
lished in  1883,  entitled  "An  American  Four- 
in-hand  in  Great  Britain,"  is  brim  full  of  the 
effervescent  joy  which  a  genial,  generous 
nature  finds  in  "giving  happiness,"  "far 
sweeter,"  he  says,  "than  the  pleasure  direct." 
The  dedication  reads:  "To  my  favorite  hero- 
ine, my  mother."  A  second  book  from  his 
pen,  "Round  the  World,"  containing  the  rec- 
ords of  a  previous  journey  made  in  1878-79, 
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was  issued  in  1884.  In  1886  appeared  his 
"Triumpiiant  Democracy,"  an  exalting  set- 
ting forth  of  the  exuberant  resources,  the 
splendid  achievements  and  glowing  prospects 
of  the  greatest  nation  ever  existing  under  a 
"government  of  the  people,  by  the  people, 
and  for  the  people."  Optimistic  and  brac- 
ing as  if  written  with  an  eagle's  quill,  it  is 
well  worth  reading,  and  may  be  especially 
commended  to  over-anxious,  foreboding  souls 
among  us,  who  need  to  cultivate  the  habit  of 
looking  on  the  bright  side  of  things.  Here  is 
a  good  word  from  its  pages:  "The  free  com- 
mon-school system  of  the  land  is  probably, 
after  all,  the  greatest  single  power  in  the 
uniting  process  which  is  producing  the  new 
American  race."  In  the  North  American  Re- 
view for  December,  1889,  is  an  article  from 
the  pen  of  Mr.  Carnegie,  on  "The  Best 
Fields  for  Philanthropy."  In  a  previous 
paper  he  had  maintained  that  surplus  wealth 
should  be  considered  as  a  sacred  trust,  to  be 
administered  during  the  lives  of  the  owners, 
by  them  as  trustees,  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  and  from  which  it  had  been 
acquired,  and  especially  so  as  not  to  have  a 
pauperizing  effect  upon  its  recipients.  After 
speaking  of  the  founding  of  a  university  as 
about  the  greatest  thing  to  be  done  if  one  had 
the  riches  of  a  Croesus  to  disburse,  he  accords 
the  first  place  in  importance  among  the  prac- 
ticabilities to  what  appears  to  be  his  own 
favorite  form  of  benefaction  — ■  the  founding  of 
free  libraries  —  always  provided  in  each  case 
that  "the  community  will  accept  and  maintain 
it  as  a  public  institution,"  art  museums  being 
suggested  as  valuable  accompaniments.  Hos- 
pitals, medical  colleges,  and  their  adjuncts 
for  the  relief  of  human  suffering,  public  parks, 
swimming-baths,  churches  —  durable  struct- 
ures of  stone  or  brick  —  and  halls  for  meet- 
ings and  concerts   are    mentioned  as    objects 


eminently  worthy  the  attention  of  those  in- 
clined to  give  of  their  abundance  to  help  their 
fellow-men.  It  is  but  simple  justice  to  say 
that  Mr.  Carnegie  seems  to  have  gone  a  good 
way  in  following  his  own  teaching. 

In  the  New  York  Tribune  for  April  13, 
1890,  Mr.  Carnegie  treats,  with  the  assurance 
of  one  who  has  succeeded,  the  question,  "How 
to  win  Fortune."  "Experience,"  he  thinks, 
"proves  that  a  man  cannot  work  more  soil 
profitably  than  he  can  till  for  himself  with  the 
aid  of  his  own  family";  and  he  consequently 
rejoices  that,  as  he  conceives,  "land  is  becom- 
ing more  and  more  divided  among  the  masses 
of  the  people."  Outside  the  realm  of  agri- 
cultural labors,  however,  he  finds  the  law  of 
concentration  prevailing,  manufactures  and 
trade  being  carried  on  in  vast  establishments 
requiring  very  large  capital.  In  the  indus- 
trial world  he  notes  that  it  is  not  the  college 
graduate,  but  the  scientifically  trained  youth, 
the  working  mechanic  with  natural  aptitude, 
and  the  poor  office  boy,  who  attains  high  posi- 
tion. Practical  skill,  genuine  interest  in 
one's  work,  and  close  application  are  requi- 
sites for  the  promotion  of  employees.  The 
alert-minded,  absorbent  young  man,  eager  for 
advancement,  may  gain  the  first  step  forward 
by  doing  something  above  and  beyond  the  pre- 
scribed task,  and  thus  winning  the  attention 
and  good  will  of  the  one  next  over  him. 
Saloon  frequenting,  speculation,  and  indors- 
ing are  rocks  to  be  shunned. 

To  those  who  complain  of  lack  of  opportu- 
nity for  advancement  he  says  an  encouraging 
word:  "Through  corporations  whose  shares 
are  sold  daily  upon  the  market,  through  part- 
nerships that  find  it  necessary  to  interest  their 
ablest  workers,  through  merchants  who  can 
manage  their  vast  enterprises  successfully 
only  by  interesting  exceptional  ability — in 
every  quarter  of  the  business  world  avenues 
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greater  in  number,  wider  in  extent,  easier  of 
access,  tlian  ever  before  existed,  stand  open  to 
the  sober,  frugal,  energetic,  and  able  me- 
chanic, to  the  scientifically  educated  youth,  to 
the  office  boy,  and  to  the  clerk  —  avenues 
through  which  they  can  reap  greater  successes 
than  were  ever  before  within  reach  of  these 
classes  in  the  history  of  the  world." 

Mr.  Carnegie's  paper  in  the  A\:>ii/i  American 
Revieiv  for  June,  1891,  is  a  strong  plea  for 
the  gold  standard  and  the  honest  dollar. 
"Nothing,"  he  says,  "places  the  farmer,  the 
wage-earner,  and  all  those  not  closely  con- 
nected with  financial  affairs  at  so  great  a 
disadvantage  in  disposing  of  their  labor  or 
products  as  changeable  'money.'  "  The  prac- 
tice of  debasing  coin  "always  cheats  the 
masses." 

Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie  remained  single  until 
after  the  deaths  of  his  mother  and  his  brother, 
both  of  whom  passed  to  the  life  immortal  in 
1S86.  He  was  fifty-two  years  of  age  when  he 
was  united  jn  marriage  with  Miss  Louise 
Whitfield,  of  New  York  City. 


IDVVARD  AUGUSTUS  SCHMERTZ,  a 
member  of  the  widely  known  and  enter- 
prising firm  of  the  R.  C.  Schmertz 
Glass  Company  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  was  born  in 
this  city,  June  13,  1867.  He  is  a  son  of  the 
late  Robert  Charles  Schmertz,  and  on  the  pa- 
ternal side  is  of  substantial  German  ancestry, 
his  grandfather  and  grandmother  Schmertz 
having  spent  their  earlier  days  in  Germany, 
whence  in  1832  they  emigrated  to  this  coun- 
try, locating  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  they 
afterward  made  their  permanent  home. 

Robert  Charles  Schmertz  wds  born  Novem- 
ber 7,  1829,  in  Wiesbaden,  Germany;  and, 
being  but  three  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
came    to    Pittsburg,    he  was    here   reared    and 


educated.      On  leaving   school    he   learned  the 
trade  of    a   file   cutter,    but    was   subsequently 
connected  with  several  banks   of   the   city,  be- 
coming clerk  of  the  banking-house  of  A.  Wil- 
kins    &    Co.    in    1855,    later    a    teller    in    the 
Exchange    National    Bank,    and    afterward    a 
cashier    of    the    Iron     City    Trust    Company, 
which  was  reorganized  as  the  Second  National 
Bank.      He   then   established   an    oil    refinery, 
and  became  the  pioneer  of    that  business   in 
Pittsburg,  but   was   unfortunately  burned   out, 
and    lost    considerable    money.       In    1865    he 
embarked    in   another  enterprise,    buying    the 
window-glass   works    of    George    A.    Berry   & 
Co.,    whose  plants  were  established  at   Belle 
Vernon   and   Columbus,    Ohio,    and   from    that 
time    he    was     one    of    the     most    prominent 
window-glass    makers    in    the    United    States. 
He  was  likewise  an  important  factor  in  organ- 
izing other  manufacturing  and   financial    insti- 
tutions,   including    the    Standard    Plate   Glass 
Company  of  Butler,  of  which  he  was  president 
at  the  time  of   his   death;  the   Third   National 
Bank  of  this  city,  of  which  he  and  his  brother 
William,     with     other    financiers,     were    the 
founders;  the  Pittsburg   Bank  for  Savings,  of 
which  he  was  vice-president  and  one  of  the  ac- 
tive managers;  and   the   Allemania   Insurance 
Company,  of  which  he  was  president  from    its 
incorporation  until  his  death.      He  was  also  a 
promoter  of  the   McKeesport  &  Belle  Vernon 
Railroad.        He    was    noted    for    his    business 
ability  and  sound  judgment  among  his  brother 
glass   manufacturers,    who    frequently    sought 
his  counsels;  and  he  always  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  proceedings  at  the  meetings  of  the 
trade  associations  and  in  the  shaping  of  legis- 
lation regulating  glass  tariff. 

In  society  and  in  the  home  circle  he  was  re- 
markably genial,  and  a  most  charming  com- 
panion to  his  friends  and  family.  His  hos- 
pitality was  unbounded,  and  his  house  was  the 
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scene  of  frequent  but  unostentatious  gather- 
ings. During  his  later  years  his  chief  de- 
light was  in  watching  the  development  of  the 
rare  musical  abilities  of  his  three  sons,  Will- 
iam, Louis,  and  Edward  Augustus,  who  are 
exceptionally  skilful  musicians,  as  is  their 
sister,  Mrs.  Louis  M.  Plumer.  Himself  no 
mean  performer  and  critic,  he  devoted  much 
time  and  loving  attention  to  the  studies  of 
this  home  orchestra.  His  death,  which  oc- 
curred May  1 6,  1888,  was  not  unexpected,  as 
he  had  been  a  great,  though  patient,  sufferer 
for  more  than  a  year.  To  him  the  words  of 
our  poet,  W.  C.  Bryant,  are  particularly  ap- 
plicable :  — • 

"  His  youth  was  innocent,  his  riper  age 
Marked  with  some  acts  of  goodness  every  day : 
And  watched  by  eyes  that  loved  him.  cabn  and  sage, 
Faded  his  declining  years  away. 
Cheerful  he  gave  his  being  up,  and  went 
To  share  the  holy  rest  that  waits  a  life  well  spent." 

On  December  31,  1852,  Robert  Charles 
Schmertz  married  Mary  Eliza  McKenna,  of 
Pittsburg.  Twelve  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  and  six  of  them  are  now  living,  as  fol- 
lows: Edmund  Clarence,  of  the  Brownsville 
Plate  Glass  Company  of  Pittsburg;  Caroline, 
wife  of  Louis  M.  I^lumer,  of  this  city;  Will- 
iam Erwin,  treasurer  of  the  R.  C.  Schmertz 
Glass  Company  ;  Edward  Augustus,  the  special 
subject  of  this  biographical  sketch;  Louis 
Robinson,  of  Butler,  manager  of  the  Standard 
Plate  Glass  Company;  and  Albert,  also  a  resi- 
dent of  Pittsburg.  The  mother  passed  to  the 
higher  life  March  18,  1887.  In  politics  the 
father  was  a  stanch  Republican,  but  was  not 
an  aspirant  for  political  honors.  He  was|a 
man  of  eminent  piety,  and  from  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Grace  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  until  his  demise  was  one  of  its  most 
active  and  influential  members. 

Edward  Augustus  Schmertz  acquired  a  gooc} 


education  in  his  early  years,  studying  first  at 
a  private  school,  then  at  a  public  school,  and 
afterward  at  the  Curry  Institute.  At  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  began  his  business  career 
as  book-keeper  for  his  brother  Clarence,  re- 
maining in  that  capacity  until  the  Browns- 
ville Plate  Glass  Company  was  incorporated, 
when  he  became  its  treasurer,  a  responsible 
position,  which  he  is  still  filling  to  the  com- 
plete satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  After  the 
death  of  their  father  the  heirs  incorporated 
themselves  as  the  R.  C.  Schmertz  Glass  Com- 
pany, Limited,  to  carry  on  the  business  which 
their  father  had  left;  and  in  1891  the  com- 
pany was  reorganized  under  the  name  of  the 
R.  C.  Schmertz  Glass  Company.  Selling  the 
factory  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  the  company  used 
the  proceeds  in  enlarging  the  plant  at  Belle 
Vernon,  Pa.,  and  have  since  carried  on  a  flour- 
ishing business,  the  sons  having  inherited  in 
a  marked  degree  the  energy,  ability,  and  in- 
tegrity characteristic  of  their  honored  father. 
Politically,  Mr.  Schmertz  is  a  decided  Repub- 
lican; and,  socially,  he  is  a  member  of  St. 
John's  Lodge,  No.  219,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Pitts- 
burg. 

• • •»  i 

-r^OBERT  WALLACE  CUMMINS*  is 
I  I^V^  a  well-known  lawyer  and  an  esteemed 
JJp  V^^  citizen  of  Allegheny  County,  hav- 
ing been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  the  city  of  Pittsburg  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  was  born  October  9,  1854,  at 
Jamestown,  Greene  County,  Ohio,  a  son  of  the 
Rev.  Cyrus  Cummins,  who  was  then  pastor  of 
the  Presbyterian  church  of  that  place.  His 
ancestors  for  several  generations  had  lived  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  here  his  grandfather  Cum- 
mins enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
being  afterward  engaged  in  general  farming. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
The  Iley.  Cyrus  Cynimjns  was  bgrn,  reared, 
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and  educated  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  ordained  to  the  Christian  min- 
istry in  the  United  Presbyterian  denomina- 
tion. Pie  served  long  and  faithfully  in  the 
pastorates  to  which  he  was  called,  preaching 
in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  fifteen  years;  in 
Lawrence  County,  Pennsylvania,  ten  years; 
and  in  Mercer  County,  fifteen  years.  He  at- 
tained the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  dying  in 
1887.  His  wife,  whose  name  before  marriage 
was  Nancy  Collins,  survives  him,  and  is  now 
living  in  Pittsburg.  Pier  father,  the  late 
Archibald  Collins,  a  successful  farmer,  was 
born  in  York  County,  Pennsylvania,  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  He  also  was  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  18 12,  serving  as  Captain  of  a 
company.  He  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  In  early  life  Captain  Collins  married 
a  Miss  Manifold,  the  daughter  of  a  prominent 
Quaker  family  of  his  neighborhood.  The 
Rev.  Cyrus  and  Mrs.  Cummins  became  the 
parents  of  four  children;  namely,  Mary, 
Archibald,  Robert  W.,  and  John  C. 

Robert  W.  Cummins  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  Lawrence  County,  this  State,  whither 
his  father  had  removed  from  Ohio;  and  he  re- 
ceived his  elementary  education  in  the  public 
schools.  In  1S74  he  began  the  study  of  law 
with  D.  W.  &  A.  S.  Bell,  continuing  with 
that  firm  until  after  his  admission  to  the  bar. 
Mr.  Cummins  was  subsequently  engaged  in 
the  iron  business  with  Robert  Hare  Powell  in 
Bedford  County,  Pennsylvania,  for  three  years. 
Coming  then  to  Pittsburg,  he  embarked  on  his 
professional  career,  opening  an  office  at  153 
Fourth  Avenue,  where  he  remained  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  H.  S.  Miller  until  1889,  carry- 
ing on  a  successful  general  law  practice. 
Since  then  Mr.  Cummins  has  devoted  him- 
self mostly  to  corporation  law,  and  is  now 
solicitor  for  the  Forest  Oil  Company. 

On  the  5th  of  August,  1886,  Mr.  Cummins 


was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Minnie  S., 
daughter  of  Moses  L.  and  Sarah  (Nichols) 
Curry.  Their  pleasant  home  in  Swissvale  has 
been  brightened  by  the  birth  of  two  children, 
a  son  and  a  daughter;  namely,  Alden  M.  and 
Marion  Wallace.  In  politics  Mr.  Cummins 
is  a  steadfast  Republican,  sustaining  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  party  by  voice  and  vote.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  are  identified  by  membership 
with  the  United  Presbyterian  church,  and  are 
among  its  most  valued  workers. 


(bll  ho: 


HOMAS  HENRY  DAVIS,*  whose 
^l  law  ofifice  is  located  at  93  Diamond 
Street,  Pittsburg,  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  legal  fraternity  of 
this  city  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
He  was  born  in  the  borough  of  Birmingham, 
now  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  August  13,  1843,  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Jane  (Burtt)  Davis,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Worcestershire,  England.  His 
grandfather  Davis  and  his  maternal  grand- 
father, Edmund  Burtt,  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  England. 

Thomas  Davis  was  engaged  in  the  coal-min- 
ing business  in  his  native  country,  where  he 
passed  the  years  of  his  boyhood  and  early 
manhood.  In  1842  he  emigrated  to  America, 
and,  coming  to  Western  Pennsylvania,  settled 
at  first  in  Allegheny,  but  after  a  short  time 
removed  to  Birmingham,  where  he  established 
himself  as  a  burner  of  coke  and  lime,  continu- 
ing at  that  occupation  until  his  death,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six  years,  in  1863.  He  was  a 
quiet,  modest  man,  taking  no  active  part  in 
local  matters,  but  served  for  a  while  as  Street 
Commissioner.  His  wife  survived  him  a  few 
years,  dying  in  1869.  Of  their  family  of  five 
sons  and  two  daughters,  but  two  are  now  liv- 
ing, namely:  James  B. ,  of  Erie,  Pa.;  and 
Thomas  Henry.      The  parents  were  originally 
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communicants  of  the  Church  of  England;  but, 
after  settling  in  Birmingham,  Pa.,  they  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which 
they  continued  esteemed  members  as  long  as 
they  lived. 

Thomas 'H.  Davis  grew  to  manhood  in  Bir- 
mingham, and  there  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion. In  1869  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
Moreland,  Moor  &  Kerr  as  a  student,  and 
two  years  later  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He 
at  once  opened  an  office  in  Pittsburg,  where 
by  his  ability  and  conscientious  attention  to 
the  duties  of  his  profession  he  has  won  a 
lucrative  practice,  his  clientage  being  very  ex- 
tensive. A  man  of  sterling  worth,  unostenta- 
tious in  his  bearing,  courteous  in  manner,  Mr. 
Davis  is  held  in  high  regard  in  social  as  well 
as  legal  circles.  For  some  years  he  was 
largely  interested  in  the  oil  business,  but  now 
devotes  his  entire  time  to  the  law. 

Mr.  Davis  married  Miss  Minerva  C.  Bedell, 
daughter  of  Abner  M.  and  Fidelia  (Grififin) 
Bedell.  They  have  three  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Amy  C,  wife  of  Frazier  J.  Schaum ; 
Edmund  B. ;  and  Herbert  A.,  who  is  now 
studying  law.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  are  mem- 
bers of  St.  Mark's  Episcopal  Church;  and, 
fraternally,  Mr.  Davis  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order.  Politically, 
he  has  been  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party,  but,  like  many  other  Democrats,  at  the 
last  national  election  he  cast  his  ballot  for 
William  McKinley,  the  Republican  candi- 
date, now  President  of  the  United  States. 


LARENCE    C.     RINEHART,    M.D., 

I         a  leading  physician   of   Pittsburg,  was 

i£ ^  born  here,   January  6,   1844,   son  of 

William     and     Mary    (Ing)     Rinehart.       His 
father  was  born  October  i,  1808,  in  that  por- 


tion of  Pittsburg  now  called  Calhoun  Park, 
then  a  suburban  village.  Shortly  after  the 
birth  of  William  his  parents  removed  to  the 
city  proper,  in  the  city  schools  of  which  he  re- 
ceived his  education.  After  leaving  school, 
he  joined  his  brother  in  a  tobacco  business, 
which,  established  in  1838,  came  to  be  ac- 
counted one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  city. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  a  director  of 
the  Pittsburg  Insurance  Company.  He  also 
served  in  that  capacity  on  the  School  Board  of 
the  Morganza  Reform  School,  and  in  1854  he 
was  nominated  as  candidate  for  Mayor  of  the 
city  by  the  native  American  party.  In  1835 
he  married  Mary  Ing,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
Ing,  who,  born  in  this  county,  belonged  to  a 
Baltimore  family  of  English  descent.  Born 
of  this  union  were  ten  children,  of  whom  five 
grew  to  maturity.  Of  the  latter  Edward  be- 
came the  professor  of  music  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city;  the  second  son, 
Clarence  C,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Frank  A.  is  now  the  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Standard  Underground  Cable  Company; 
and  Frederick  is  in  the  Far  West.  The 
mother  died  June  15,  i860.  Four  years  later 
the  father  married  Mrs.  Louisa  Hancock,  a 
sister  of  John  J.  Gillespie.  By  his  second 
wife  he  is  the  father  of  Dr.  Stanly  M.  Rine- 
hart. He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  old  Methodist  Protestant  church,  near  the 
corner  of  Fifth  Avenue  and  Smithfield  Street, 
and  for  many  years  a  trustee  of  that  organiza- 
tion. 

David  Rinehart,  his  grandfather,  was  one  of 
Pittsburg's  earliest  settlers,  coming  here  in 
the  year  1805  from  Chester  County,  his  birth- 
place. David  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  became 
known  as  one  of  the  prosperous  merchants  of 
the  place.  Though  of  German  origin,  his 
father,  Frederick   Rinehart,  was  born   in  this 
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country.  David  Rinehart  married  Mary 
Mahood,  who  belonged  to  a  Scotch-Irish  fam- 
ily of  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  and  came  to 
this  country  in  1800. 

Clarence  C.  Rinehart  was  educated  in  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  his  native  city, 
finishing  his  education  with  Professor  James 
R.  Newell  as  his  private  tutor.  He  began  the 
study  of  medicine,  but  soon  afterward  entered 
the  army.  At  the  close  of  the  late  war  he  be- 
came the  bDok-keeper  of  the  First  National 
Bank.  After  his  promotion  to  the  position  of 
teller  he  remained  until  February  20,  1868, 
when,  on  the  sudden  death  of  a  cousin,  he 
was  needed  to  fill  his  place  in  his  father's  fac- 
tory. In  1869  he  took  up  the  study  of  medi- 
cine in  good  earnest  under  Marcelin  Cote,  and 
in  1878  he  graduated  from  the  Hahnemann 
Medical  College  in  Philadelphia.  He  com- 
menced to  practise  in  Hazelwood,  remaining 
there  till  1892,  when  he  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent beautiful  home,  one  of  the  magnificent 
stone  residences  of  the  East  Iind.  Here  Dr. 
Rinehart  carries  on  an  extensive  general  prac- 
tice. He  is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Homteopathic  Medical  Society,  and  of 
the  State  Medical,  and  Institute  of  Homoe- 
opathy; vice-president  of  the  East  End  Doc- 
tors' Club;  and  he  has  been  on  the  staff  of 
Pittsburg  Homoeopathic  Hospital  since  the 
erection  of  the  new  building  in  18S4.  He  is 
one  of  the  faculty  of  the  Pittsburg  Training 
School  for  Nurses,  and  is  known  as  lecturer 
on  medical  diseases  and  emergencies. 

On  January  6,  1870,  he  married  Laura  V. 
Robson,  daughter  of  John  Robson,  of  Pitts- 
burg. Of  four  children  born  to  them,  two  are 
still  living  —  Frank  A.  and  Laura  B.  A 
Mason  of  PVanklin  Lodge,  No.  221,  since 
1870,  he  has  been  a  member  of  Duquesne 
Chapter  since  May,  1871.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Rinehart  are  regular  attendants  of  the   First 


Methodist  Protestant  Church  at  the  East  End, 
and  contribute  liberally  to  its  support. 


ILLIAAI  METCALF,*  for  many 
years  identified  with  the  iron  and 
steel  interests  of  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
was  born  in  the  city,  September  3,  1838,  a 
son  of  Orlando  Metcalf.  He  is  the  descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  early  American  colonists, 
records  that  have  been  kept  in  the  family  for  a 
number  of  generations  tracing  the  ancestry 
back  to  one  Michael  Metcalf,  who  was  born  at 
Tatterford,  Norfolk  County,  PIngland,  in 
1586. 

Michael  Metcalf  was  a  dornick  weaver  in 
Norwich,  England,  and  was  a  freeman  of  the 
city,  where  all  of  his  children  were  born. 
His  wife,  who  was  born  in  a  village  near  Nor- 
wich, bore  him  eleven  children,  as  follows: 
Michael,  who  died  young  in  England;  Mary; 
Michael;  John;  Sarah;  Elizabeth;  Martha; 
Thomas;  Ann,  who  died  in  England;  Jane; 
and  Rebecca.  On  account  of  the  religious 
tyranny  of  Wren,  Bishop  of  Norwich,  Michael 
Metcalf  left  his  native  land,  making  his 
escape  at  the  expense  of  separation  from  his 
family.  In  September,  1636,  he  sailed  from 
London  for  New  England ;  but  on  account  of 
tempests  the  ship  put  back  to  Plymouth,  and 
in  the  following  April  he  had  license  to  bring 
his  whole  family  to  this  country.  He  landed 
in  Boston  with  his  wife  and  nine  children  and 
a  servant.  After  his  arrival  in  Massachusetts 
he  wrote  a  letter  of  true  Puritan  spirit,  start- 
ing out  mild  in  tone,  but,  as  he  warmed  to  the 
work,  using  some  very  strong  English.  The 
letter  is  preserved  in  the  Astor  Library. 

Michael  Metcalf,  Jr.,  who  was  born  August 
29,  1620,  married  Mary  Fairbanks,  and  had 
five  children.  The  fourth,  a  son,  Jonathan, 
born  in  1650,  married  Hannah  Kenrick.     One 
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of  the  children  born  of  this  union  was  Eben- 
ezer  Metcalf,  who  married  Hannah  Abil. 
Their  son  Benjamin  married  October  26, 
1726,  Sarah  Abil,  who  bore  him  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Zebulon,  born  July  11,  1729, 
married  Lydia  Bourne,  of  Lebanon,  Conn., 
October  27,  1754,  their  youngest  son,  Armah, 
being  the  grandfather  of  William  Metcalf. 

Armah  Metcalf  was  born  February  14, 
1771.  In  early  life  he  became  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Cooperstown,  N.  Y. ,  he  and 
three  of  his  brothers  having  located  upon  a 
hill  in  that  part  of  the  town  that  is  still  called 
Metcalf's  H'ill.  He  became  prominently 
identified  with  the  interests  of  the  State  in 
which  he  located,  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
New  York  legislature,  and  in  181 1  and  18 12 
was  a  member  of  Congress.  He  was  likewise 
for  a  time  Sheriff  of  Otsego  County,  in  which 
he  resided  until  his  death,  August  15,  1848. 
To  him  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Eunice  Williams,  five  children  were  born, 
Orlando,  the  second  son,  born  August  17, 
1797,  being  the  father  of  William. 

Orlando  Metcalf  grew  to  man's  estate  in 
Central  New  York,  and,  after  his  graduation 
from  Union  College,  began  the  practice  of  law 
in  Canton,  Ohio,  continuing  there  until  1835, 
when  he  came  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  was  an 
honored'member  of  the  legal  fraternity  of  this 
county  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Sep- 
tember, 1851,  during  the  terrible  epidemic  of 
cholera  that  then  ravaged  the  country.  He 
married  Mary  Knap,  whose  ancestors  were 
early  settlers  of  New  York,  locating  there 
when  the  Indians  were  numerous  and  power- 
ful, often  terrorizing  and  murdering  the 
whites,  her  great-grandfather  Knap  having 
been  a  victim  of  their  cruelty,  his  dead  body 
being  found  near  his  home  pierced  by  an 
arrow.  Another  of  her  ancestors,  Loom  is  by 
name,    served    in    the    Revolutionary   War  as 


Sergeant  of  a  company.  Ten  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orlando  Metcalf,  and 
three  of  them  are  living,  namely:  Mary  C,  in 
California,  the  wife  of  Robert  Bruce,  whose 
father,  a  Scotch  Covenanter,  was  a  leading 
divine  of  Pittsburg;  William;  and  Orlando, 
of  Oakland,  this  county.  Of  the  others  four 
died  in  childhood;  Emma,  in  mature  years; 
Charles,  in  185 1,  a  victim  of  the  scourge 
that  caused  his  father's  death;  and  Elizabeth, 
in  1865. 

William  Metcalf  laid  a  substantial  founda- 
tion for  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
this  city,  and  in  1858  was  graduated  from  the 
Polytechnic  College  of  Troy,  N.Y.  He  im- 
mediately went  to  work  in  the  iron  industry 
in  Pittsburg,  where  during  the  war  he  had 
charge  of  the  cannon  foundry.  In  1868  Mr. 
Metcalf  embarked  in  the  steel  business,  in 
which  he  successfully  continued  for  many 
years,  not  giving  up  the  active  management 
of  the  same  until  1895.  In  1889  the  Crescent 
Steel  Company  was  organized,  he  being  made 
one  of  the  directors,  an  office  which  he  has 
since  filled  most  creditably  to  himself  and  for 
the  good  of  the  company.  Mr.  Metcalf  is  an 
engineer  of  far  more  than  local  repute,  being 
a  thorough  master  of  the  many  branches  of 
that  profession  known  to  the  industrial  world, 
and  is  identified  with  many  guilds,  being  a 
member  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  En- 
gineers, the  American  Society  of  Mechanical 
Engineers,  the  American  Institute  of  Min- 
ing Engineers,  and  the  British  Institute  of 
Civil  Engineers.  He  is  president  of  the 
Homoeopathic  Hospital  of  Pittsburg.  In  re- 
ligion he  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  in  politics 
is  a  decided  Republican. 

On  December  i,  1864,  Mr.  Metcalf  married 
Miss  Constance  D.  Fries,  daughter  of  Adam 
Fries,  the  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  and 
respected   families    of    Eastern    Pennsylvania. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Metcalf  have  six  children,  as 
follows:  Charles,  who  is  engaged  in  the  alu- 
minum business  in  Pittsburg;  William,  Jr., 
engaged  in  the  foundry  and  machine  business 
in  this  city;  Elizabeth  K. ;  Christiana  B. ; 
Orlando;  and  Paul,  now  a  student  at  Yale 
University. 


.ROFESSOR  LEVI  LUDDEN, 
Ph.D.,  the  principal  of  Park  In- 
stitute, Wilkinsburg,  was  born  in 
Peru,  Me.,  son  of  Timothy  and  Bethia  (Fobes) 
Ludden.  One  of  the  Professor's  ancestors, 
who  originally  came  from  Wales,  took  part  in 
the  Boston  Tea  Party.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, also  named  Levi,  was  a  native  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  a  farmer.  Professor  Ludden's 
maternal  grandfather  was  Benjamin  Fobes,  a 
farmer  of  Maine.  His  maternal  grandmother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Annette  Soule,  de- 
scended directly  from  George  Soule,  who  came 
over  in  the  "Mayflower."  In  early  life  the 
father  was  a  teacher.  Later  he  commanded  a 
company  of  soldiers  in  the  Madiwaska  War, 
and  then,  having  studied  law,  was  Judge  of 
Probate  for  many  years  in  Oxford  County, 
Maine.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1859,  he 
was  the  reporter  of  law  decisions  for  the 
State  of  Maine.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
strict  Calvinist  Baptists. 

Levi  Ludden,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
spent  his  boyhood  on  his  father's  farm  in  O.x- 
ford  County.  When  old  enough  he  was  sent 
to  Hebron  Academy  for  three  years  to  prepare 
for  college.  Then  he  entered  Colby  Univer- 
sity, from  which  he  graduated  in  1859.  After 
leaving  college  he  had  been  engaged  in  teach- 
ing, when,  in  1862,  influenced  by  his  patriot- 
ism, he  enlisted  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
Cavalry,  a  battalion  of  five  hundred  men  from 
Maine.      He  was  in  active  service  for  a  year 


and  a  half,  rising  from  the  rank  of  Corporal  to 
that  of  Lieutenant.  In  the  spring  of  1864 
he  took  charge  of  a  colored  company,  and  was 
at  Appomattox  on  the  morning  of  General 
Lee's  surrender.  His  regiment  was  then  sent 
to  Texas;  and  he  remained  there  until  Decem- 
ber, 1865,  when  he  was  mustered  out  at  New 
Orleans.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Appo- 
mattox, and  was  slightly  wounded.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1866,  he  came  to  Wilkinsburg,  and  has 
made  his  home  here  since. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  1859,  Professor 
Ludden  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Williams 
Dudley,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Brack- 
ett  (White)  Dudley.  Two  children  blessed 
the  marriage,  namely:  Gertrude  Virginia, 
now  the  wife  of  Charles  D.  Armstrong,  of  the 
firm  of  Armstrong  Brothers,  manufacturers  of 
cork  goods;  and  Clarence  Dexter,  a  draughts- 
man and  mechanic  in  the  employment  of  his 
brother-in-law.  Professor  and  Mrs.  Ludden 
are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Wilkinsburg,  and  he  has  been  an  Elder  in 
the  church  for  twenty-five  years.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum. 

When  Professor  Ludden  came  to  Wilkins- 
burg, he  taught  for  three  years  in  the  acad- 
emy, assisted  by  his  wife.  He  was  then 
called  to  the  Western  University  of  Pittsburg, 
where  he  was  principal  of  the  preparatory  de- 
partment for  twenty  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  the  institution  was  reorganized,  and 
its  name  changed  to  Park  Institute.  Pro- 
fessor Ludden  has  continued  to  be  at  its  head, 
and  his  untiring  efforts  have  raised  the  school 
to  its  present  high  standing.  His  experience 
as  an  instructor  and  his  familiarity  with  edu- 
cational problems,  of  which  he  has  made  a 
close  study,  are  of  unsurpassed  value  to  the 
institute.  Instead  of  tiring  of  his  occupation, 
the  Professor  enjoys  teaching  now  better  than 
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ever.  His  fine  residence  in  Pittsburg,  300 
Lexington  Avenue,  he  built  in  1896.  The 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  was  conferred 
on  him  by  the  Western  University. 


» 


R.  J.  GUY  McCANDLESS,  a  prom- 
inent physician  of  Pittsburg,  was 
born  at  Perrysville,  Allegheny 
County,  January  i,  1839,  ^c>'''  ^f  Dr.  Alexan- 
der G.  and  Margaret  A.  (Guy)  McCandless. 
His  great-grandfather,  Witham  McCandless, 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  who  emigrated  from 
Scotland  to  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  thence  to 
America,  died  in  Washington  County,  Penn- 
sylvania. Witham's  son,  Archibald,  who  was 
born  in  Allegheny  County  in  1756,  removed 
to  Illinois,  and  died  in  Macomb,  McDonough 
County,  of  that  State.  Of  a  retiring  disposi- 
tion and  an  earnest  Christian,  Archibald  was 
for  nearly  fifty  years  an  Elder  in  the  Presby- 
terian church.  He  married  Elizabeth  Mc- 
Candless, who  died  February  25,  1838.  She 
joined  the  Presbyterian  church  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  and  throughout  her  life  took  a 
deep  interest  in  church  work. 

Alexander  G.  McCandless,  one  of  Archi- 
bald's thirteen  children,  was  born  January  15, 
1816,  in  Allegheny  County.  He  had  practised 
medicine  for  many  years  before  removing  to 
Pittsburg  in  1849.  There  he  owned  real 
estate,  and  built  several  houses  upon  Centre 
Avenue.  He  died  February  24,  1875.  On 
February  15,  183 8,  he  was  married  by  the 
Rev.  John  K.  Cunningham  to  Margaret  A. 
Guy.  The  Guys  were  settlers  of  Allegheny 
County  while  the  hostile  Indians  infested  the 
district,  and  often  compelled  them  and  their 
neighbors  to  seek  refuge  in  the  old  fort. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Margaret  McCandless  was 
a  farmer  and  a  stanch  Presbyterian,  being  for 
many  years  an   Elder  in  the  church.      Of  his 


nine  children  one  died  in  infancy.  Those  still 
living  are:  William  and  Josiah  Guy,  who  are 
residing  in  Allegheny  County ;  Eleanor  Dun- 
can, who  lives  in  Cleveland,  Ohio;  and  Mary 
Elizabeth  Johnson,  a  resident  of  Coraopolis. 
The  children  of  Dr.  Alexander  McCandless 
were:  Josiah  Guy,  born  January  i,  1839; 
Elizabeth  Jane,  born  February  24,  1845;  and 
Alexander  William  yEsculapius  McCandless, 
born  May  5,  1849,  ^^o  is  a  retired  physician. 
Elizabeth,  now  residing  with  her  mother,  is  the 
widow  of  Phineas  R.  Gray,  a  druggist,  who 
died  October  14,   1873. 

J.  Guy  McCandless,  after  receiving  a  com- 
mon-school education  in  Pittsburg,  attended 
the  Cleveland  Medical  College  for  a  year,  and 
graduated  from  the  Jefferson  Medical  College 
in  1863.  He  at  once  entered  the  army  as  sur- 
geon of  the  Fifty-second  Penn  Volunteers,  and 
served  for  two  years  in  the  Civil  War.  At 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg  a  cotton  factory  in 
Harrisburg  was  turned  into  a  hospital  for  the 
wounded,  and  he  remained  in  charge  of  it  for 
a  year.  After  the  war  was  over,  he  settled 
in  Pittsburg,  where  he  has  built  up  a  large 
and  successful  practice.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Allegheny  County  Medical  Society,  the 
State  Medical  Society,  and  the  National  Soci- 
ety, also  a  comrade  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  a 
Free  and  Accepted  Mason. 

Dr.  McCandless  first  married  Emma  Jones, 
a  daughter  of  Isaac  Jones.  The  only  child  of 
this  union  is  Guy  McCandless,  who  is  now 
engaged  in  real  estate.  In  1876  he  contracted 
a  second  marriage  with  Margaret  E.  Cluley, 
daughter  of  John  F.  Cluley.  By  her  he  is  the 
father  of  Walter  C.  McCandless,  now  a  medi- 
cal student;  of  Ida  May,  who  attends  the 
Pennsylvania  College  for  Women;  and  of 
Alexander  Wilson,  who  is  also  a  student. 
Since  1875  he  has  been  an  Elder  in  the  Sixth 
Presbyterian    Church.      In    politics  he     is    an 
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earnest  Republican ;  and  he  has  represented  his 
ward  in  the  Select  Council  for  sixteen  years, 
serving  as  president  of  the  Council  for  part 
of  that  time.  The  water-works  system,  as 
now  operated,  was  started  during  his  admin- 
istration, he  being  chairman  of  the  Water 
Works  Committee  during  the  term  of  its 
construction.  Still  interested  in  this  work, 
he  is  a  member  of  a  commission  for  purer 
city  water.  He  is  coroner  physician,  has 
been  for  ten  years  the  Registrar  of  Vital 
Statistics,  and  by  the  appointment  of  the 
Governor  has  been  the  surgeon  of  the  Four- 
teenth Regiment  of  the  National  Guards  for 
twelve  years.  Tall  and  commanding  in  figure, 
with  much  elegance  and  suavity  of  manner. 
Dr.  McCandless  has  an  attractive  personality. 


/§> 


EORGE  A.  KNOX,  M.D.,*  for  the 
\J5  I  past  three  years  a  resident  physician 
of  Pittsburg,  was  born  in  Claysville, 
Washington  County,  Pa.,  August  20,  1868, 
son  of  \V.  P.  and  Catharine  (Crawford)  Knox, 
and  is  of  Scotch  descent  on  the  paternal  side. 

His  father,  W.  P.  Knox,  who  was  a  son 
of  Thomas  Kno.x,  of  Washington  County, 
Pennsylvania,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
He  married  Catharine  Crawford,  and  they 
reared  five  children:  Anna,  wife  of-  Joseph 
McGill,  of  Washington  County;  Ida,  wife  of 
Frank  B.  Gaul,  a  publisher  of  Washington, 
Pa.;  Dr.  George  A.;  Frank  L.,  a  medical 
student;  Thomas  A.,  of  Claysville,  Pa.  The 
mother  died  August  29,  1896.  She  was  a 
highly  respected  Christian  woman,  a  member 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  church,  and  a  regu- 
lar attendant,  faithful  and  earnest  in  all 
church  work. 

George  A.  Knox  was  educated  at  Claysville 
and  at  the  Normal  School  at  Edinboro,  Pa., 
where    he    was    a    student    in    1888-90.       He 


began  to  teach  school  upon  finishing  his  gram- 
mar-school course,  and  after  graduating  from 
the  Normal  School  became  the  principal  of 
the  West  Alexandria  school,  where  he  was 
very  successful.  In  the  opinion  of  many 
friends  his  unusual  ability  as  a  teacher 
seemed  a  warrant  for  his  continuance  in  that 
profession.  His  tastes  were  in  the  line  of 
medicine,  however;  and  he  gave  up  his  posi- 
tion to  attend  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  was  graduated 
with  honors  in  the  class  of  1894.  He  opened 
an  office  in  Pittsburg  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year,  and  his  practice  is  steadily  increasing. 
The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  and 
holds  the  ofifice  of  vice-president.  He  is  at- 
tending physician  of  the  Free  Medical  Dis- 
pensary of  Pittsburg.  He  is  a  Republican 
voter.  In  religious  belief  he  holds  the  faith 
of  his  forefathers,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church. 


lOLONEL      ARCHIBALD     BLAKE- 
jj         LEY,*  of  Pittsburg,    attorney-at-law, 

fcf ^  son  of  Lewis  and  Jane  (McAllister) 

Blakeley,  was  born  in  Forward  township,  But- 
ler County,  Pa.,  July  24,  1827.  He  is  of 
Irish  descent,  and  inherits  his  scliolarly  and 
soldierly  attributes. 

His  great-grandfather  Blakeley  was  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  Brandywine;  and  his  grandfather, 
who  was  a  nephew  of  Johnson  Blakeley,  Com- 
modore in  the  United  States  Navy,  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  this  part  of  the  State.  He 
was  a  distiller;  and,  coming  from  Chester 
County  to  Allegheny  County  at  an  early  day, 
he  purchased  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  and 
set  up  his  stills  near  the  Forks  of  Yough. 
He  had  been  there  but  a  short  time  when   the 
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Whiskey  Insurrection  brol^e  out;  and,  having 
no  special  attachment  to  the  place,  he  deemed 
it  advisable  to  move.  He  accordingly  took 
his  family  and  his  stills,  and  drove  through 
the  wilderness  to  Butler  County,  where  he 
cleared  a  farm. 

Lewis  Blakeley  was  born  at  the  Forks  of 
Yough,  Allegheny  County,  in  1793.  He  suc- 
ceeded his  father  as  manager  of  the  farm  in 
Butler  County,  and  died  there  in  1845.  His 
wife  was  a  daughter  of  Archibald  McAllister, 
who  was  a  graduate  of  Trinity  College,  Dub- 
lin, and  one  of  the  first  teachers  in  the  Canal- 
burg  Academy.  He  married  a  Quaker  lady, 
and  settled  in  Butler  County,  on  land  where 
oil  was  afterward  discovered.  This  property 
is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  and 
has  proved  a  rich  source  of  income.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lewis  Blakeley  reared  twelve  children, 
namely:  John;  Andrew;  Jesse,  deceased; 
Isaac;  Joseph;  Archibald;  Lewis,  deceased; 
Harvey,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Jones- 
boro;  William;  Anna  Jane,  wife  of  Edward 
Crookson ;  Thomas  G.  ;  and  Maud  K.  Six  of 
the  sons  were  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 

Archibald  Blakeley  acquired  his  education 
in  the  public  schools,  at  Marshall  Academy, 
Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  and  under  private  tutors, 
taking  Latin  and  Greek  with  Thomas  C. 
Guthrie,  D.D.,  a  distinguished  scholar  of  his 
day.  He  early  decided  on  the  law  as  a  pro- 
fession, and  in  1850  began  to  read  Black- 
stone  with  George  W.  Smith,  Esq.  On 
September  3,  1852,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar;  and  he  practised  as  Mr.  Smith's  col- 
league until  April  i,  1853,  when  he  opened 
an  office  of  his  own  in  Butler.  Here  he  prac- 
tised until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  The 
day  Sumter  was  fired  on  he  started  with  char- 
acteristic energy  to  raise  troops  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Union;  and  in  a  short  time  he 
had  organized  the   Seventy-eighth    Regiment, 


Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was 
mustered  into  service  in  September,  1861. 

Mr.  Blakeley  was  commissioned  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  and  went  with  the  regiment  by 
steamboat  from  Pittsburg  to  Louisville,  and 
thence  by  railroad  to  the  seat  of  war.  After 
their  first  engagement,  the  battle  of  Stone 
River,  Colonel  Blakeley  had  chief  command 
of  the  regiment,  and  was  in  the  battle  of 
Tullahoma,  Duck  Gap,  Chickamauga,  Orchard 
Knob,  Lookout  Mountain,  and  Missionary 
Ridge.  He  has  in  his  possession  a  section  of 
a  tree,  cut  off  two  or  three  feet  above  the 
ground,  which  is  a  most  eloquent  silent  wit- 
ness to  the  fierceness  of  the  fight  at  Chicka- 
mauga. In  this  souvenir  are  sixty-seven 
pieces  of  scrapnel  and  sixty-two  bullets.  At 
twelve  o'clock  Saturday  that  tree  was  three 
hundred  yards  within  the  Federal  lines.  At 
3  P.M.  it  was  two  hundred  yards  inside  the 
rebel  lines.  At  3.30  p.m.  the  Union  forces 
charged  and  drove  the  rebels  back,  leaving  the 
tree  between  the  lines,  where  it  remained  from 
3.30  P.M.  Saturday  until  9.30  a.m.  Sunday, 
when  Longstreet  broke  through. 

In  the  summer  of  1862  Colonel  Blakeley's 
regiment  was  guarding  the  railway  from 
Franklin,  Tenn.,  to  the  Tennessee  River  in 
Alabama.  He  was  detached  from  his  com- 
mand at  this  time  by  General  Buell,  then  in 
command  of  the  army,  and  appointed  president 
of  a  court-martial  which  sat  in  the  Tennessee 
capital.  There  was  a  large  amount  of  busi- 
ness for  the  court  to  attend  to,  and  had  the 
Colonel  been  so  disposed  he  might  have  de- 
layed matters  and  made  his  office  a  sinecure; 
but  he  went  to  work  in  his  usual  business-like 
manner,  and  soon  had  all  the  cases  off  the 
docket.  For  this  he  was  highly  compli- 
mented by  General  Buell.  While  president 
of  this  court-martial,  he  inaugurated  the  first 
trial  by  a  military  commission  during  the  war. 
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A  certain  John  Williams,  of  Sumner  County, 
Tennessee,  was  charged  with  carrying  mail 
through  the  Federal  to  the  Confederate  lines, 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  commanding 
general.  He  was  defended  by  Balie  Peyton, 
a  distinguished  attorney,  who  was  minister  to 
Chile  under  President  Taylor,  and  had  filled 
other  important  diplomatic  offices.  The  judge 
advocate  was  Captain  B.  F.  Rice,  also  an  emi- 
nent jurist,  afterward  United  States  Senator 
from  Arkansas.  Mr.  Peyton  argued  that  a 
military  court  has  no  right  to  try  a  civilian; 
and,  though  Mr.  Rice  ably  answered  him,  both 
held  the  question  under  advisement.  Colonel 
Blakeley  wired  to  Cincinnati  for  a  work  on 
military  law  by  General  Halleck,  which  was 
then  newly  published.  This  authority  stated 
that  a  court-martial  had  no  right  to  try  a 
civilian  unless  he  was  a  follower  of  the  army; 
but  a  civilian  who  had  violated  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  an  army  occupying  a  country 
could  be  tried  by  a  military  commission,  and 
punished.  Williams  accordingly  was  tried, 
and  the  judgment,  being  sent  to  Washington, 
was  approved. 

Shortly  before  the  close  of  the  court- 
martial  the  siege  of  Nashville  began,  during 
the  memorable  race  of  Generals  Bragg  and 
Buell  for  Louisville;  and  Colonel  Blakeley 
returned  to  his  regiment  when  court  closed, 
and  was  active  in  holding  the  city  against  the 
besieging  Confederates  until  the  return  of 
Rosecrans  in  June.  Colonel  Blakeley  had 
charge  of  the  brigade  from  November  26, 
1863,  to  May  12,  1864,  when  the  campaign  to 
Atlanta  commenced.  He  served  till  the  close 
of  the  war,  returning  then  to  Pittsburg,  and 
resuming  his  law  practice,  which  is  now  very 
extensive. 

He  has  rendered  the  Republican  party  much 
valuable  service  as  a  political  speaker,  but  is 
not  an    aspirant    for   office.     General    Geary, 


when  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  tendered  him 
the  office  of  Adjutant-general,  but  he  declined 
to  serve;  and  President  Johnson,  to  whom  he 
had  mentioned  a  desire  to  go  West,  offered  to 
make  him  Governor  or  Chief  Justice  of  a 
Western  Territory  when  opportunity  offered; 
but  this  honor  also  he  refused,  on  account  of 
his  growing  family,  which  in  the  West  would 
be  deprived  of  certain  advantages. 

Colonel  Blakeley  is  Commander  of  Pitts- 
burg Encampment,  No.  i.  Union  Veteran 
Legion.  He  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Hastings  president  of  the  commission  which, 
under  an  act  of  the  legislature  appropriating 
money  for  that  purpose,  was  selected  to  erect 
monuments  in  honor  of  the  Pittsburg  military 
organizations  that  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Chickamauga,  Wahatchin,  Brown's  Ferry, 
Orchard  Knob,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary 
Ridge,  and  Ringgold;  and  on  September  19 
and  20,  1894,  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  he  selected  the  site  with  due 
ceremonies. 

Colonel  Blakeley  was  married  October  ig, 
1854,  to  Susan,  daughter  of  Jacob  Mechlin,  of 
Butler.  She  died  August  27,  1893.  Four 
children  had  been  born  to  her,  namely:  Mary 
J.,  who  lived  but  eight  years;  Frederick  ]., 
of  the  Toledo  Bridge  Company,  Toledo,  Ohio; 
Archibald  Mechling,  also  in  Toledo;  and 
William  Augustus,  who  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1891,  and  ranks  as  one  of  the  most 
promising  young  criminal  lawyers  in  the 
State. 


(5  I  HOI 


HOMAS  BALLINTINE,*  real  estate 
eJ_L  agent  and  Tax  Collector  of  Millvale 
borough.  Pa.,  was  born  in  Scotland,  in 
the  Roj'al  Borough,  in  1836,  son  of  James  and 
Margaret  (Wilson)  Ballintine.  His  paternal 
grandfather  was  Thomas  Ballintine,  first,  who 
had   seven   children;  and  his  maternal  grand- 


WILLIAM    CLARK. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


469 


father  was  Mungo  Wilson,  a  merchant  in  the 
Royal  Borough  of  Sanquhar.  He  also  had  a 
family  of  seven  children,  and  lived  to  a  good 
age.  James  Ballintine,  above  named,  was 
father  of  Thomas,  of  Millvale,  and  of  Robert. 
He  was  a  shoe  dealer.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church.  They  died  in  Scotland,  one  at  the 
age  of  thirty-si.x  and  the  other  when  somewhat 
older. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ballintine,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  brought  up  in  Scotland,  and, 
attending  the  academy  at  Sanquhar,  was  grad- 
uated in  1850.  He  subsequently  learned  to 
be  a  baker,  but  did  not  work  long  at  that 
trade.  When  twenty-four  years  of  age,  he 
came  to  New  York,  and  engaged  with  Arnold, 
Constable  &  Co.,  dry-goods  dealers,  as  man- 
ager of  their  fancy  dress  department.  He  was 
with  them  until  1858,  when  he  came  across 
the  mountains  alone,  and  setted  in  Pittsburg. 
He  lived  in  the  old  Ninth  Ward,  and  had  a 
tea  and  fancy  groceries  store  on  Fifth  Avenue. 
He  sold  out  the  grocery  department  in  1874, 
but  continued  for  some  time  in  the  tea  busi- 
ness. After  his  removal  to  Millvale  he 
served  for  one  year  as  Burgess.  He  was  then 
called  to  Europe,  where  he  remained  for  four 
months,  and  upon  returning  he  continued  the 
tea  business.  In  1891  he  was  elected  Tax 
Collector,  and  this  position  he  still  holds, 
having  been  renominated  for  election  on  the 
Republican  ticket. 

In  1859  Mr.  Ballintine  married  Miss  Jane 
McMeekin,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Shaw)  McMeekin.  Ten  children  were  born 
of  this  union,  and  nine  of  them  are  living; 
namely,  Thomas,  Elizabeth,  Robert,  Maggie, 
John,  William,  Agnes,  Alexander  W. ,  and 
Jane.  The  other  son,  James  Ballintine,  who 
married  Barbara  Kettleberg,  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eight.       Thomas,    who    is    a    painter, 


married  Miss  Crutcher,  and  has  one  child; 
Elizabeth  married  Charles  D.  Lyon,  and  is  the 
mother  of  three  children;  Robert  married 
Mary  Maxner,  and  has  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren ;  William  is  in  the  real  estate  business; 
the  others  are  living  with  their  parents.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ballintine  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  and  Mr.  Ballintine  has  been 
an  Elder.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican. 
The  family  home  is  at  28  Hooker  Street, 
Millvale  borough. 


W'^ 


LLIAM  CLARK,  formerly  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  one  of  the  pioneer  iron 
manufacturers  of  the  United  States. 
Born  in  Staffordshire,  England,  June  30, 
1 83 1,  he  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Jane 
(F"ranks)  Clark.  His  grandfather  was  an 
officer  in  the  British  army.  His  mother  was 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Ann  Franks,  of 
Birmingham;  and  her  father  was  a  large 
landed  proprietor.  When  through  financial 
misfortune  her  husband's  estate  passed  into 
other  hands,  Ann  Franks,  who  was  an  intel- 
lectual lady  of  fine  scholarly  attainments, 
opened  and  conducted  a  seminary  for  young 
ladies.  Her  daughter,  Jane,  William  Clark's 
mother,  having  inherited  the  sterling  traits 
for  which  her  mother  was  distinguished,  dis- 
played an  energy  and  ability  that  did  much 
toward  shaping  the  career  of  her  son. 

William  Clark  was  compelled  by  the  re- 
verses which  overtook  the  family  to  begin  life 
for  himself  at  a  very  early  age.  When  a  mere 
boy  he  entered  the  iron-mills  in  Stafford- 
shire. In  1842  his  parents  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  young  Clark  found  employ- 
ment in  the  iron  works  of  Pittsburg.  So 
rapidly  did  he  advance  in  knowledge  and  ca- 
pability that  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was 
placed  in  charge  of  mills.     This  is  probably 
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the  only  case  on  record  where  a  person  so 
young  in  years  was  intrusted  with  such  im- 
portant interests.  His  slcill  commanded  good 
wages,  and  he  was  thus  enabled  to  care  for  his 
parents  in  their  declining  years.  In  1852  he 
moved  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  he  remained 
until  1855.  Then,  returning  to  Pittsburg, 
he  further  educated  himself  by  pursuing  a  reg- 
ular course  at  a  business  college.  He  next 
moved  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  resided  until 
i860.  Then  he  undertook  the  establishment 
of  an  iron  manufactory  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Afterward  the  depression  in  trade  incidental 
to  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  and  a 
lack  of  capital  compelled  him  to  abandon  that 
enterprise.  In  1862  he  went  to  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  where  a  year  later  he  and  others  organ- 
ized the  Enterprise  Iron  Works.  That  vent- 
ure, which  was  carried  on  by  Shedd,  Clark  & 
Co.,  for  some  time,  proved  successful.  The 
Solar  Iron  Works  of  Pittsburg,  founded  by 
Mr.  Clark  in  1869,  was  equally  as  fortunate. 
In  1876  he  assisted  in  reorganizing  the  Sable 
Iron  Works  in  Pittsburg.  His  next  notable 
enterprise  was  his  connection  with  the  build- 
ing of  the  Pittsburg  &  Bessemer  Steel  Works, 
now  known  as  the  Homestead  plant  of  the 
Carnegie  Company,  and  of  which  he  was  the 
general  manager  in  1880  and  1881.  In  1883 
he  organized  the  Carrie  Furnace  Company, 
giving  his  personal  direction  to  the  erecting 
of  the  furnaces,  and  placing  them  in  working 
order.  Of  this  company  he  was  the  president 
for  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  the  first  to 
introduce  American  cotton  ties,  having  in 
1859  rolled  the  first  tie  ever  produced  in  this 
country;  and  he  was  the  pioneer  in  introduc- 
ing in  the  United  States  the  use  of  steel  hoops 
for  cooperage  and  similar  purposes.  He  pat- 
ented a  tie,  which  became  very  popular  in  the 
trade,  and  a  machine  for  cambering  rails, 
which  has  given   excellent  results.      For  sev- 


eral years  he  was  a  director  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Bank,  a  charter  member  of  the  Union 
Storage  Company,  and  trustee  of  the  Home- 
wood  Cemetery.  He  took  an  active  interest 
in  public  affairs,  and  was  many  times  re- 
elected to  the  City  Council.  In  religious 
belief  he  was  a  Presbyterian.  He  had  great 
faith  in  human  kind,  always  considering  a 
man  honest  until  proved  to  the  contrary;  and 
he  was  a  liberal  benefactor  to  the  poor  and 
needy.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Pittsburg, 
October  4,  1884,  aged  fifty-three  years.  A 
friend  has  truthfully  said  of  him,  "He  was 
honest,  just,  and  generous,  and  with  his  fine 
intelligence  was  quick  to  discern  and  appre- 
ciate the  goodness  of  heart  and  mind  he  met 
with  in  others." 

In  1853  Mr.  Clark  wedded  Jane  Dunn, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Dunn,  of  Pittsburg.  She 
became  the  mother  of  nine  children;  namely, 
Frank  L.,  William  F.,  Tecumseh  Sherman, 
and  Thomas  B.,  who  are  engaged  in  the  iron 
industries  of  Pittsburg;  Charles  S.,  who  is 
engaged  in  newspaper  work;  Agnes,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Henry  P.  Hall,  an  electrical  en- 
gineer, of  New  York  City;  Edward  Lewis, 
who  succeeded  his  father  in  business,  and  died 
in  1893;  Caroline,  who  married  Bartlett 
Arkell,  of  the  Judge  Publishing  Company, 
and  died  in  1888;  and  William  F.  (first), 
who  died  in  childhood.  Frank  L.  Clark  was 
graduated  from  the  Pittsburg  Polytechnic  In- 
stitute in  1880.  After  completing  his  stud- 
ies, he  became  connected  with  the  iron  indus- 
tries controlled  by  his  father,  and  was  for  a 
year  assistant  chemist  at  the  Bessemer  Steel 
Works.  In  1893  he  became  manager  of  the 
Solar  Iron  Works  in  this  city.  On  September 
I,  1887,  he  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Julia 
Luch,  daughter  of  Josiah  S.  Luch,  a  journal- 
ist of  Philadelphia.  Mrs.  Julia  Clark  is  the 
mother  of  two  children  —  Kenneth  Sherman, 
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and  Jane.     In  politics  Frank   L.  Clark   is   in- 
dependent. 


<  ^*  »  > 


iHARLES  E.  succor,  Alderman 
and  police  magistrate  of  Pittsburg, 
was  born  here,  December  28,  1855, 
son  of  Henry  Succop.  By  both  parents  he  is 
of  German  descent.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, John  R.  Succop,  came  in  1842,  while 
a  young  man,  to  this  country  from  tianover, 
Germany,  his  birthplace.  John  settled  in 
this  county,  and  for  a  few  years  was  fireman 
and  engineer  of  a  ferry-boat  on  the  river  be- 
tween Birmingham  and  Pittsburg,  He  subse- 
quently owned  a  farm  in  Butler  County,  where 
he  spent  his  declining  days,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years.  His  wife  attained 
the  age  of  eighty-four.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren; namely,  Henry,  John  R.,  and  William. 
Henry  Succop,  also  a  native  of  Germany, 
born  in  1835,  was  for  some  years  engaged  in 
running  a  confectionery  business  on  the 
wharf-boat  in  connection  with  the  ferry.  At 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war  he  was  in  the 
South,  where  he  was  captured  by  the  rebels, 
and  had  a  hard  time  securing  his  release  from 
the  Confederate'army.  He  was  for  a  time  a 
prisoner  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio.  On  his  return 
to  the  North  he  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness, being  manager  of  the  Leslie  House  at 
New  Castle,  Pa.,  until  a  short  time  prior  to 
his  death,  when  he  came  to  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
and  opened  up  the  Home  Hotel,  where  he 
died  June  11,  1869.  He  was  twice  married. 
His  first  marriage  was  made  with  Dora  Krugh, 
a  daughter  of  George  Krugh,  who  emigrated 
from  Darmstadt,  Germany,  to  Allegheny 
County  in  1835,  and  who  for  several  years 
was  the  proprietor  of  a  hotel  that  became 
famous  for  its  suppers.  Their  children  were: 
a  girl  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Charles  E. , 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.     After  the  death  of 


his  first  wife,  which  occurred  in  1857,  the 
father  married  Sarah  Murphy,  whose  children 
by  him  v/ere :  William  J.  and  Henry  F. 
Succop. 

Charles  E.  Succop,  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources  at  an  early  age,  apprenticed  himself 
to  the  carpenter's  trade,  but,  being  overcome 
by  the  summer's  heat,  was  forced  to  abandon 
the  work.  He  then  secured  a  situation  as 
clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of  Daniel  Braun, 
with  whom  he  remained  about  three  years. 
Having  in  that  time  saved  enough  money  to 
pay  his  tuition  at  the  Iron  City  College,  he 
there  took  a  commercial  course,  being  gradu- 
ated in  1872.  After  this  he  obtained  a  posi- 
tion in  the  Union  Savings  and  Deposit  Bank, 
with  which  he  was  connected,  first  as  messen- 
ger, and  then  as  teller,  until  the  failure  of 
that  institution  in  1877.  In  1878  Mr. 
Succop  was  appointed  clerk  in  the  office  of 
Treasurer  Samuel  Kilgore;  and  in  the  follow- 
ing year  he  became  paymaster  of  Cunning- 
ham's Glass  Works,  located  on  South  Twenty- 
sixth  Street,  remaining  there  two  years. 
During  the  succeeding  two  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  and  plumbing  business 
in  company  with  H.  F.  Olnhansen.  In  1886 
he  opened  his  present  real  estate  and  insur- 
ance office,  and  in  1893  he  took  in  A.  J.  Hen- 
ning  as  partner.  This  enterprising  firm  has 
since  carried  on  a  thriving  business.  Mr. 
Succop  is  the  secretary  of  the  Suburban  Rapid 
Transit  Street  Railway  Company;  a  director 
in  the  German  Savings  and  Deposit  Com- 
pany; a  director  of  the  Iron  and  Glass  Dollar 
Savings  Bank;  the  secretary  of  the  Birming- 
ham Land  Company ;  and  the  president  of  the 
Schenley  Park  Land  Company.  In  politics 
he  is  actively  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  R.  B.  Hayes.  He  has  taken  a  prominent 
part  in  municipal  affairs.     In  1888  he  was  ap- 
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pointed    Alderman    by    Governor    Beaver;    in 

1889  was  unanimously  elected  to  the  same 
office.      He    was  re-elected    in    1894;  and    in 

1890  Mayor  H.  I.  Gourley  appointed  him 
police  magistrate,  a  position  which  he  ably 
filled  for  three  years. 

On  the  second  day  of  August,  1877,  Mr. 
Succop  was  united  in  marriage  with  Caroline 
M.  Eckert,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Eckert,  of 
Pittsburg.  Born  of  the  marriage  were  seven 
children;  namely,  Bertram  L.,  Robert  C, 
Clara  S.,  Charles  H.,  Howard  C,  David 
Carle,  and  Florence  M.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Succop  are  members  of  the  German  Evangeli- 
cal church. 


IDREW  FLAIG,*  one  of  the  most 
successful  grocers  in  Allegheny,  where 
he  has  been  in  business  for  the  past 
eleven  years,  was  born  near  Villingen,  Baden, 
Germany,  October  10,  1850,  son  of  John 
George  F"laig.  His  father  was  a  land-owner 
in  Villingen,  Baden,  where  he  lived  and  died. 
He  also  owned  a  flour-mill  and  a  saw-mill, 
and  was  accounted  one  of  the  prosperous  men 
of  that  place.  He  was  for  many  years  promi- 
nent in  local  affairs,  holding  office  for  a  long 
period  of  time,  and  was  an  influential  member 
of  the  Lutheran  church.  He  had  fourteen 
children,  who  all,  with  the  exception  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  reside  in  Germany. 

Andrew  Flaig  was  educated  in  good  German 
schools,  and  spent  two  years  in  the  Mechanics' 
School.  He  learned  the  trade  of  miller  in 
his  father's  mill,  and  worked  for  ten  years  in 
mills  in  different  parts  of  his  native  country 
to  perfect  himself  in  the  trade.  In  1880  he 
emigrated,  and  first  obtained  a  position  in 
Pittsburg  with  the  firm  of  Marshall  &  Ken- 
nedy, who  were  attracted  by  his  unusually  fine 
letters   of    recommendation.      Mr.    Flaig    was 


frugal  and  saving,  and  in  1885  was  able  to 
open  a  small  store  of  his  own  on  Spring 
Garden  Avenue.  With  his  wife's  able  assist- 
ance he  built  up  a  good  business,  and  has 
been  able  to  buy  property  for  a  store  and 
residence.  He  is  also  interested  in  some 
patents  which  he  has  obtained,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  their  manufacture.  He  married  Au- 
gusta Gassner,  of  Allegheny,  who  was  born  in 
Germany.  She  died  in  the  summer  of  1896, 
leaving  five  children  — Alfred,  Mary,  Charles, 
Augusta,  and  Edwin.  They  are  members  of 
the  Lutheran  church. 


OBERT    E.     MERCER,     M.D.,*    a 

young  physician  of  Pittsburg,  was 
born  in  Franklin  township,  Beaver 
County,  Pa.,  January  30,  1870,  son  of  James 
and  Keturah  (Lanning)  Mercer.  The  family 
is  of  German  origin,  James  Mercer  having 
come  to  Pittsburg  in  the  early  days.  He 
bought  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Beaver  County, 
and  died  there  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six. 
James  Mercer,  the  father  of  the  Doctor,  was 
a  Baptist  minister.  He  preached  but  five 
years,  and  devoted  the  rest  of  his  life  to 
farming.  His  wife's  family  was  well  known 
in  Indiana.  Her  mother  died  in  Brookville, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Mercer  had  nine  children.  Eight  of  these 
are  living  at  the  present  time,  namely:  Dr. 
Askelon  Mercer,  who  is  practising  at  Beaver 
Falls,  Pa.  ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  A.  C.  Guy, 
living  in  New  Brighton;  Robert,  of  Pittsburg; 
George  W.,  living  on  the  old  homestead; 
Emma,  wife  of  C.  B.  Anderson,  at  New 
Brighton ;  Mary,  wife  of  Isaac  Trimble,  of 
Lawrence  County;  Flora,  wife  of  George  W. 
Johnson,  of  North  Sewickley,  Beaver  County, 
Pa. ;  Naomi,  residing  at  home  with  her  mother. 
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The  other  son,  Joseph  L.  Mercer,  died  in 
July,  1886. 

Robert  E. ,  the  third  child  of  James,  at- 
tended the  North  Sevvickley  Academy  in 
Beaver  County  for  two  years,  spent  two  years 
at  the  Edinboro  Normal  School,  and  attended 
Beaver  College  for  a  year.  Beginning  at  the 
age  of  seventeen,  he  taught  school  for  three 
years  in  Beaver  and  Lawrence  Counties.  He 
then  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  his 
brother  Askelon  at  Beaver  Falls,  and  subse- 
quently attended  lectures  at  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  the  spring  of  1892.  He  imme- 
diately opened  his  office  at  the  East  End  in 
Pittsburg,  where  he  is  at  present  located. 

He  married  Miss  Annie  Milbert,  of  Pitts- 
burg, daughter  of  P.  A.  Milbert,  on  March 
24,  1896.  He  is  Republican  in  politics,  and 
a  member  of  various  orders  and  secret  so- 
cieties. 


/r^HARLES  DAVIS,  A.M.,  of  Pitts- 
l    jp       burg,    the   county   engineer,  was   born 

V»®_^  in  Bridgetown,  Bucks  County,  July 
II,  1837,  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Mc- 
Manus)  Davis.  His  grandfather,  also  named 
William,  was  born  in  Bucks  County.  The 
father,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Bucks  County, 
received  a  limited  education  in  the  country 
schools,  and  subsequently  learned  the  trade  of 
miller,  which  he  followed  during  most  of  his 
life.  He  worked  for  twenty  years  in  the  large 
mills  at  Bridgetown,  while  they  were  owned 
by  Joseph  Jenks  and  Jesse  Comfort.  His  first 
wife,  Mary,  who  was  a  native  of  Bucks 
County,  died  when  Charles  Davis  was  about 
eleven  years  old.  Her  other  children  were: 
Sarah  Ann,  the  widow  of  William  Stackhouse; 
and  William  Davis.  The  latter,  now  de- 
ceased, enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fourth  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 


at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  and  served 
for  three  years. 

The  father  afterward  married  Harriet  Wat- 
son, who  died  in  December,  1896.  By  this 
marriage  there  were  eight  children  — Wesley, 
Allen,  John,  Olive,  Laura,  Ida,  Clara,  and 
Emma.  Laura  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  Jones,  of 
Norristown ;  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin 
Rodgers,  of  Doylestown  township;  Clara  is 
the  wife  of  Gilbert  Percy,  of  Furlong;  and 
Emma  is  the  wife  of  Franklin  Henkle,  of 
New  Britain.  The  father  died  in  1894,  at  the 
age  of  eighty. 

Charles  Davis  left  home  after  the  death  of 
his  mother;  and  from  this  time  his  boyhood 
was  spent,  for  the  most  part,  on  a  farm  with 
his  uncle.  Later  he  worked  at  the  carpenter 
trade,  after  having  served  a  short  apprentice- 
ship. He  also  attended  the  public  schools  of 
the  neighborhood,  and  subsequently  entered 
Jefferson  College.  On  April  21,  1861,  in 
the  last  session  of  his  Junior  year,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  D  (Captain  McDaniel's  com- 
pany) of  the  Tenth  Regiment  of  Infantry, 
Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps.  On 
July  21,  at  Harrisburg,  he  was  mustered  with 
the  regiment  into  the  United  States  service 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel,  afterward  General, 
W.  T.  Sherman;  and  on  the  following  day  the 
regiment  was  sent  to  Washington,  where  it  re- 
mained during  that  fall.  The  winter  was 
spent  in  Langley,  Va.,  to  reach  which  they 
crossed  the  Potomac  by  the  chain  bridge.  It 
was  attached  to  one  of  the  ,  first  brigades 
constituting  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Mr. 
Davis  was  in  the  seven  days'  battles  of 
the  Peninsular  campaign,  at  Fredericksburg, 
South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Bristoe  Station, 
Gettysburg,  Wilderness,  and  Spottsylvania 
Court-house.  In  the  last-named  battle  he 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  was  on  his  way  to 
Richmond,    vyhen,   with  about    three    hundrecj 
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and  seventy  other  prisoners,  he  was  retaken 
by  General  Sheridan  in  his  cavalry  raid  in  the 
rear  of  Lee's  army  at  Beaver  Dam  Station. 
The  recaptured  men  were  sent  via  Fortress 
Monroe  to  Alexandria,  and  thence  to  the 
front,  reaching  there  in  time  to  take  part  in 
the  battle  of  Bethesda  Church,  near  Cold  Har- 
bor. Immediately  after,  the  regiment-  was 
discharged,  as  its  term  of  service  had  expired. 
Mr.  Davis  had  risen  from  the  rank  of  private 
to  that  of  Orderly  Sergeant  before  the  seven 
days'  fight.  After  that  struggle  he  was  pro- 
moted to  Second  Lieutenant.  During  the 
Wilderness  campaign,  which  occurred  in  the 
last  year  of  his  service,  during  which  cam- 
paign both  the  Captain  and  F"irst  Lieuten- 
ant were  absent  from  the  field  on  detached 
duty,  Mr.  Davis  had  command  of  the  com- 
pany. At  the  close  of  the  war  he  brought 
back  the  remnant  of  the  company  to  Canons- 
burg,  and  the  return  was  made  the  occasion  of 
a  banquet  and  speeches  by  prominent  men, 
among  whom  was  President  Riddle  of  Jeffer- 
son College.  He  was  discharged  in  June, 
1864.  On  March  13,  1865,  he  was  brevetted 
First  Lieutenant  by  President  Johnson,  and 
later  he  was  made  Brevet  Captain  for  meritori- 
ous conduct. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army  Mr. 
■  Davis  entered  an  engineer  corps  that  was  mak- 
ing surveys  for  a  railroad  in  Lawrence  County, 
Pennsylvania.  In  1866  he  was  offered  and 
accepted  a  position  on  one  of  the  lines  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  as  assistant  engineer 
under  Antes  Snyder,  engineer  in  charge  of  the 
work,  on  a  corps  surveying  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  down  the  Allegheny  valley, 
running  to  Allegheny.  During  the  construc- 
tion of  that  branch  he  had  charge,  as  resident 
engineer,  of  the  division  or  section  terminat- 
ing at  Allegheny  City.  In  1867  he  was 
elected  City  Engineer  of  Allegheny,  which  po- 


sition he  filled  with  ability  and  credit  for 
some  eight  years.  During  his  tenure  of  office 
the  Allegheny  Parks  were  laid  out;  and  their 
beauty  and  excellent  arrangement  are  largely 
due  to  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Davis,  who  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  plan.  It  was  at  his 
suggestion  that  Messrs.  Donald  G.  Mitchell 
and  William  H.  Grant,  the  landscape  gar- 
deners, were  requested  to  submit  a  scheme  for 
the  laying  out  of  the  parks,  the  cost  of  con- 
structing which  has  been  three  hundred  and 
eight  thousand  dollars.  The  superintending 
engineer  of  this  work,  Mr.  Davis,  designed  all 
the  fountains,  except  that  in  the  north-eastern 
corner  of  the  Common,  near  the  residence  of 
the  late  James  Park,  Jr.  Also,  by  Mr. 
Davis's  suggestion,  a  comprehensive  sewerage 
system  was  adopted,  and  some  thirty  miles  of 
sewers  were  built  at  a  cost  of  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-six  thousand  dollars.  About  forty- 
eight  miles  of  streets  were  graded  and  paved 
at  a  cost  of  more  than  one  and  a  half  million 
dollars  in  this  period.  The  property  registry 
system  now  in  use  in  Allegheny  and  Pitts- 
burg was  adopted  in  Allegheny  under  his 
advice,  supported  by  the  array  of  statistics  in 
its  favor  that  he  presented  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil. While  he  was  City  Engineer,  Mr.  Davis 
was  appointed  consulting  engineer  for  the 
Point  Bridge  Company,  and  had  the  general 
supervision  of  the  construction  of  that  bridge, 
Mr.  P.  F.  Brendlinger  being  the  resident  en- 
gineer in  charge. 

In  1878  Mr.  Davis  made  the  preliminary 
surveys  for  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  Rail- 
road from  Pittsburg  to  Youngstown.  After 
the  contract  for  the  construction  of  this  road 
was  let,  he  was  retained  for  a  year  as  assistant 
engineer  in  the  right-of-way  department;  and, 
while  in  the  service  of  the  company,  he  made 
the  preliminary  surveys  for  the  Pittsburg, 
McKeesport    &    Youghiogheny    Railroad     to 
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Connellsville.  In  1880  he  was  employed  at 
Homestead  as  superintending  engineer  for  the 
erection  of  their  buildings  by  the  Pittsburg 
Bessemer  Steel  Company,  which  was  afterward 
absorbed  by  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company. 
When  the  works  were  about  completed,  he 
took  a  position  as  engineer  with  the  Mononga- 
hela  Bridge  Company,  which  was  then  en- 
gaged in  replacing  the  old  Smithfield  Street 
suspension  bridge  with  a  new  one.  Though 
this  company  was  bought  out  before  the  work 
was  far  advanced,  and  the  plan  of  construction 
changed,  Mr.  Davis  was  retained  for  some 
time  as  assistant  engineer  and  inspector  of 
steel.  In  the  latter  part  of  1881  he  was 
elected  County  Engineer,  which  position  he 
has  held  to  the  present  time.  Acting  in  con- 
junction with  the  architect,  the  late  H.  H. 
Richardson,  he  supervised  the  erection  of  the 
new  court-house,  for  which  he  was  instru- 
mental in  securing  the  architect  and  the 
plans.  The  building  is  one  of  the  finest  of 
its  kind  in  the  country. 

On  May  28,  1868,  Mr.  Davis  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss'  Annie  V.,  daughter  of 
James  and  Rebecca  (Verner)  Cooper.  Mr. 
Cooper,  aa  old  resident  of  Pittsburg,  was 
for  many  years  in  the  wholesale  grocery  busi- 
ness on  Liberty  Street.  Mrs.  Davis  died 
April  17,  1 88 1.  Before  her  marriage  she  was 
a  member  of  the  First  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Allegheny,  of  which  Dr.  Pressly 
was  pastor;  and  at  the  time  of  her  death  she 
was  a  comnnmicant  of  the  Third  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Pittsburg,  of  which  her  husband  is 
also  a  member.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  had  five 
children,  of  whom  Charles  Wylie,  Annie 
Hamilton,  and  Norman  Cooper  are  living. 
Charles  W.  graduated  from  Western  Univer- 
sity •  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  class  of  1892. 
Subsequently  he  entered  the  Massachusetts 
Institute    of    Technology,    starting    with    the 


third  year  of  the  course,  having  worked  for  a 
year  after  graduating  from  the  University  in 
the  office  of  Julian  Kennedy,  a  mechanical 
engineer.  While  in  the  institute  his  health 
failed,  and  he  is  now  in  California  for  recu- 
peration. The  deceased  children  of  Mr.  Davis, 
Sr. ,  were:  one  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Re- 
becca Verner,  who  died  of  scarlet  fever  at  the 
age  of  nine  years,  shortly  after  her  mother's 
decease.  In  1873,  while  Mr.  Davis  was 
City  Engineer  of  Allegheny,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Grant  as  United  States 
Commissioner  to  the  Vienna  Exposition,  and 
spent  the  summer  of  that  year  in  Europe, 
visiting  various  points  of  interest.  The  com- 
mission was  called  the  Practical  Artisan  Com- 
mission, and  consisted  of  eight  members. 
Mr.  Davis  is  a  member  of  Abe  Patterson,  Post 
No.  88,  G.  A.  R. ;  of  Encampment  No.  i. 
Union  Veteran  Legion;  of  McKinley  Lodge, 
No.  318,  F.  &  A.  M.  ;  Allegheny  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  of  Pennsylvania  Com- 
mandery  and  Council;  and  of  the  American 
Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  He  is  a  charter 
member  and  an  e.x-president  of  the  Engineers' 
Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania;  the  treas- 
urer of  the  Academy  of  Science  and  Art  of 
Pittsburg,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  active 
organizers;  and  a  member  of  the  West  Park 
Club  of  Allegheny.  October  20,  1897,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of 
the  United  States.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. 


(bir'HE( 


HEODORE      ROBERT      MILLER, 

„  I       M.  D.,*  a  leading  physician  of  McKee's 

Rocks,  where   he  has    been    in    practice 

for  ten   years,  was   born    in    Pittsburg,  on   old 

Fourth   Street  Road  on  July  5,    i860,  son  of 

Robert  and  Julia  A.  (Lenning)  Miller. 

Robert    Miller    was    born    at    Ballymena, 
County  Antrim,  Ireland,  where  his  ancestors 
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had  settled  on  account  of  religious  persecu- 
tion. He  came  to  Pittsburg  when  about  thirty 
years  old,  and  here  carried  on  shoemaking, 
having  a  large  custom  trade.  He  died  March 
4,  1869.  He  always  attended  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church.  His  wife,  Julia,  was  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Lenning,  born  in  Bucks 
County,  and  was  of  Irish  and  German  ances- 
try. Her  paternal  grandfather,  Isaac  Len- 
ning, was  born  in  Bucks  County,  as  was  also 
her  great-grandfather. 

Richard  Lenning  moved  to  Westmoreland 
before  181 2,  and  his  children  were  born  in 
that  county  near  Greensburg.  He  enlisted  in 
the  War  of  181 2,  but  did  not  go  into  service, 
being  prevented  by  typhoid  fever.  He  died 
in  Park  township,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred 
and  four  years.  His  wife  was  Miss  Drum, 
an  aunt  of  ex-Mayor  Simon  Drum,  of  Pitts- 
burg. She  died  in  1888.  Her  two  children 
were:  Theodore  R.;  and  Lizzie,  wife  of  J.  U. 
Purdy. 

Theodore  R.  Miller  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  Pittsburg  Central  High  School 
and  in  the  Western  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  subsequently  worked  for  a  year  on 
railroad  construction;  and  in  March,  1883,  he 
went  into  the  office  of  Dr.  William  Wallace 
as  a  student.  He  subsequently  entered  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  the 
City  of  New  York;  and,  while  pursuing  his 
course  in  that  institution,  was  in  the  office  of 
J.  C.  Lange,  M.D.  Having  received  his  de- 
gree in  medicine  from  the  University  in  1886, 
he  located  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  on 
Fourth  Avenue,  and  was  in  the  Dispensary  of 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Medical  College 
for  sixteen  months  in  the  department  of  heart 
and  lungs.  In  the  fall  of  1887  he  came  to 
McKee's  Rocks,  where  he  has  since  been  ac- 
tively engaged  in  his  profession,  building  up 
a  large  practice  and  a  reputation   for  unusual 


skill.  He  is  the  surgeon  for  the  Sholtz 
Bridge  and  Iron  Company.  In  1895  he  built 
a  fine  residence  at  75  Chartier  Avenue.  Dr. 
Miller  is  president  of  the  Board  of  Health  of 
McKee's  Rocks,  and  is  physician  to  the 
board.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  the 
demands  of  his  profession  leave  him  little 
time  for  taking  part  in  political  affairs. 

On  September  5,  i88g,  the  Doctor  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Robert- 
son, daughter  of  John  Robertson,  of  Foxburg. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  members  of  the  Mc- 
Kee's Rocks  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  active  workers  in  its  numerous  benev- 
olent and  religious  enterprises. 


AMES  WESLEY  KINNEAR,  M.A., 
an  attorney-at-law  at  906  and  907  Car- 
negie Building,  Pittsburg,  is  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  legal  fraternity  of 
Allegheny  County.  He  was  born  August  2, 
1859,  in  Tidioute,  Warren  County,  son  of 
James  and  Jeannette  (Parshall)  Kinnear. 
The  father,  a  native  of  this  State,  was  born 
January  22,  18 14,  in  Juniata  County,  son  of 
William  Kinnear,  who  was  a  pioneer  of 
Venango  Count}'.  Removing  from  Juniata 
County  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  cen- 
tury, William  Kinnear  bought  from  the  chief 
of  the  Seneca  Indians,  Corn -planter,  a  tract  of 
land  now  included  within  the  limits  of  Oil 
City,  and,  settling  in  the  midst  of  the  un- 
broken wilderness,  became  one  of  the  original 
founders  of  that  region.  He  did  much  toward 
promoting  the  growth  and  advancement  of  the 
place,  having  been  a  man  of  energy  and  enter- 
prise. At  the  mouth  of  Oil  Creek,  the  pres- 
ent site  of  the  business  part  of  the  city,  he 
built  the  first  furnace  of  that  locality.*  After 
operating  this  for  many  years,  he  sold  out, 
and   removed  to  Tidioute,    where  the  greater 
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number  of  his  descendants  are  now  living. 
Further  information  concerning  the  family 
will  be  found  in  the  biography  of  James 
Kinnear. 

James  W.  Kinnear  passed  creditably 
through  the  various  grades  of  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  village,  entering  the  pri- 
mary class,  and  receiving  his  high-school  di- 
ploma with  the  class  of  1878.  Four  years 
later  he  graduated  from  Allegheny  College 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  and  in 
1885  he  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
from  the  same  institution.  Subsequently  he 
registered  as  a  law  student  with  the  firm  of 
Brown  &  Stone,  attorneys  of  Warren,  Pa., 
spent  a  year  in  the  law  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia,  and 
was  admitted  to  practice  at  Warren  in  1885. 
After  spending  two  years  in  general  practice, 
he  came  in  1887  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  has 
established  an  exceptionally  fine  business. 
He  has  an  extensive  civil  practice  in  the 
various  courts  of  the  county  and  in  the  Su- 
perior Courts  of  the  State.  One  of  the  recent 
cases  tried  by  him  was  the  suit  against  the 
Sterling  Steel  Company,  which  he  took  to  the 
higher  courts,  and  succeeded  in  having  the  de- 
cision of  the  lower  courts  reversed.  He  also 
took  up  the  case  of  David  Humphries,  a  blind 
man,  v.  the  National  Benefit  Association 
of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  won  a  signal  vic- 
tory, pressing  the  case  through  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  causing  the  judgment  of  the  lower 
court  to  be  reversed. 

During  the  labor  strike  in  1891  he  tried 
an  important  suit  for  conspiracy  against 
twelve  of  the  -leading  lumber  dealers  of  Alle- 
gheny County,  comprising  the  Allegheny 
County  Planing-mill  Association,  and  ob- 
tained a  verdict  awarding  twenty-five  hundred 
dollars  to  his  client.  Although  the  result 
was  afterward  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court, 


it  had  the  effect  of  dissolving  the  association. 
Mr.  Kinnear  is  the  attorney  for  the  Firth-Ster- 
ling Steel  Company,  for  the  Dime  Savings 
Bank,  in  which  he  holds  an  interest,  and  for 
the  Life  Protective  Savings  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation of  Pittsburg.  While  in  college  Mr. 
Kinnear  was  prominent  in  literary  circles, 
having  been  editor  of  the  college  paper  and 
the  winner  of  the  oration  prize  of  his  graduat- 
ing year.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Phi  Gamma  Delta  Society  connected  with  his 
Alma  Mater.  In  1894  he  was  appointed  a 
trustee  of  the  college.  He  supports  the  Re- 
publican party  in  politics. 

On  May  12,  1886,  Mr.  Kinnear  married 
Miss  Edith  M.  Rich,  daughter  of  John  S. 
Rich,  a  well-known  oil  man  of  Oil  City.  He 
has  tv/o  daughters  —  Jeannette  and  Esther. 
A  prominent  church  member,  he  is  a  trustee 
and  the  Sunday-school  superintendent  of  the 
Lincoln  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Pittsburg;  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Pittsburg  Church  Union;  the 
president  of  the  East  End  Sunday-school  As- 
sociation,, an  organization  including  all  de- 
nominations; and. a  director  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Sunday-school  Association.  His 
good  work  and  influence  in  the  Sunday-school 
is  recognized  and  appreciated  by  all  interested 
in  the  moral  education  of  young  and  old.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  International  Sunday- 
school  Convention  held  in  Boston  in  1896. 


ILLIAM  CONNER  SHAW,  M.D., 
a  skilful  physician  of  Pittsburg, 
was  born  in  Versailles  township, 
Allegheny  County,  son  of  William  and  Sarah 
Theresa  (Conner)  Shaw.  The  Shaws  origi- 
nally came  from  Scotland. 

Samuel   Shaw,    the  first    of   them    receiving 
special  mention,  was  a  Covenanter.     His  an- 
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cestors,  on  account  of  persecution,  left  Scot- 
land for  Ireland,  settling  in  County  Down 
about  1640.  Again  suffering  persecution,  in 
1774,  witli  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  Lowrey,  he  came  to  America,  and  set- 
tled in  Juniata  County,  Pennsylvania.  Six 
children,  five  sons  and  a  daughter,  were  born 
to  Samuel  and  Sarah  Shaw;  namely,  Samuel, 
Thomas,  William,  John,  David,  and  Jane. 
Jane  became  the  wife  of  John  Gill,  and  was 
the  first  of  the  family  to  come  to  Western 
Pennsylvania  from  Juniata  County.  The 
others  soon  after  sought  homes  farther  West, 
Samuel,  Thomas,  and  John  locating  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  David  and  William  in  Western 
Pennsylvania.  Some  years  later  Samuel  went 
to  Illinois,  and  Thomas  and  John  settled  near 
Sidney,  Ohio. 

David  Shaw,  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  Shaw, 
was  married  December  16,  178S,  to  Jane 
Aiken — or  Ekin,  as  she  used  it  —  who  was 
living  near  McKeesport,  on  the  Samuel 
Foster  place.  In  the  following  year  her 
father,  Samuel  Aiken,  bought  from  the  Coul- 
ters what  has  since  been  known  as  the  Aiken 
place,  and  removed  thither.  The  property  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  the  Aiken  family. 
David  Shaw  and  his  wife  settled  on  the  large 
farm  which  was  afterward  divided  between 
their  sons,  William  and  John,  a  portion  of 
which  is  still  in  the  family.  It  extended 
from  Wilmerding  to  the  Monongahela  River. 
The  house  in  which  they  began  their  married 
life  is  still  standing,  and  occupied  by  a  ten- 
ant. While  they  lived  there,  there  were 
troubles  with  the  Indians;  and  during  those 
.times  they  sought  refuge  in  the  old  fort  lo- 
cated in  the  forks  of  the  river  above  McKees- 
port. In  the  Allegheny  County  records  it  is 
stated  that  the  farm  was  purchased  in  17S8 
by  David  and  William  Shaw  for  so  many 
pounds,  shillings,  and   pence,    the   balance   to 


be  paid  in  instalments  of  whiskey.  David 
Shaw  became  a  member  of  the  Associate  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he  was 
an  Elder  at  his  death,  which  occurred  May  28, 
1834,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years  and 
seven  days.  Jane  Shaw,  his  wife,  died  Au- 
gust 14,  1866,  at  the  venerable  age  of  one 
hundred  and  two  years  and  twelve  days.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  born  as  fol- 
lows: Samuel,  October  23,  1789;  Elizabeth, 
May  16,  1791  ;  Robert,  November  30,  1793; 
Sarah,  March  7,  1796;  Margaret,  August  18, 
1798;  Thomas,  January  10,  1800;  David, 
July  9,  1803;  John,  February  6,  1806;  and 
William,  July  6,  1810.  Samuel  married 
Martha  Henderson,  who  belonged  to  one  of 
the  first  families  of  Pennsylvania;  Elizabeth 
became  the  second  wife  of  her  cousin,  Samuel 
Shaw;  Sarah  married  Robert  Carruthers,  who 
was  at  one  time  a  legislator;  Margaret's  hus- 
band, John  Stewart,  was  the  man  Stewart's 
Station  derives  its  name  from;  Thomas  mar- 
ried Mary  Aiken;  David,  Margaret  Long; 
and  John,  Martha  Cavitt. 

William's  wife,  Sarah  Theresa,  the  m.other 
of  Dr.  Shaw,  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
William  Conner.  Her  great-grandfather, 
John  Conner,  and  three  of  his  sons,  were  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  Cornelius,  her  grand- 
father, being  one  of  the  three.  William  came 
out  of  the  army  with  the  rank  of  Major,  while 
the  third  son  entered  it  as  a  recruiting  Ser- 
geant. Different  members  of  the  family  held 
public  offices  in  Virginia  in  Colonial  days. 
After  the  war  Cornelius  and  one  or  two  of  his 
brothers  settled  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mount 
Gilead,  Allegheny  County.  The  Rev.  Will- 
iam Conner,  one  of  his  sons,  was  a  United 
Presbyterian  minister.  Mr.  Conner  began 
his  ministerial  career  rather  late  in  life,  pre- 
paring for  his  work  at  Jefferson  College. 
His  last  charge  was  at   Blairsville  and   Cone- 
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maugh;  and  he  died  in  September,  1863,  aged 
sixty-three  years.  He  had  eight  children; 
namely,  Cornelius,  Thomas,  Abijah,  Joseph, 
Sarah  Theresa,  Eliza,  Rebecca  A.,  and  Mar- 
garet J.  William  and  Sarah  Theresa  Shaw 
had  five  sons  and  two  daughters;  namely, 
William  Conner,  Jennie  Aiken,  David  Edwin, 
Samuel  Julius,  Margaret,  John  Irwin,  and 
James  Preastley.  Jennie  Aiken,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  John  A.  Wilson,  a 
professor  in  the  United  Presbyterian  Theolog- 
ical Seminary.  The  Rev.  David  Edwin 
Shaw,  the  pastor  at  West  Nottingham  Manse 
near  Colora,  Cecil  County,  Md.,  was  previ- 
ously professor  of  Hebrew  and  church  history 
in  Lincoln  University.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Princeton  College,  class  of  1870,  also  of 
Allegheny  United  Presbyterian  Theological 
Seminary,  class  of  1873;  and  at  one  time  he 
held  the  pastorate  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church,  Keokuk,  la.  In  addition  to  the 
above,  he  took  a  course  in  the  Free  Church 
Seminary  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland;  and  while 
there  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
William  Arnot.  The  Rev.  Samuel  Julius 
Shaw,  the  pastor  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  in  Braddock,  who  graduated  at  Prince- 
ton College,  class  of  1873,  and  at  the  United 
Presbyterian  Seminary,  class  of  1876,  and 
took  a  supplementally  course  in  Edinburgh, 
married  Maggie  Robinson,  of  Braddock. 
Margaret,  who  was  graduated  from  Vassar 
College  in  1877,  is  the  widow  of  J.  C.  Doty, 
a  descendant  of  one  of  the  ""Mayflower  "  pil- 
grims. John  Irwin  is  a  legislator.  James 
Preastley,  a  graduate  of  Princeton  College 
and  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, New  York  City,  is  engaged  in  medical 
work  in  Pittsburg. 

First  attending  the  district  school,  William 
Conner  Shaw  in  1864  entered  Newell  Insti- 
tute, from  which   he  duly  graduated.      After  a 


brief  vacation  he  was  enrolled  at  Washington 
and  Jefferson  College,  where  he  completed  the 
course  with  the  class  of  1869;  and  in  1872  the 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts  was  conferred  upon 
him.  He  next  entered  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College,  graduating  in  1872.  He 
then  entered  Bellevue  Hospital,  studying  with 
Dr.  Howe.  In  October,  1872,  he  was  given 
the  position  of  ambulance  surgeon ;  and  six 
months  later  he  was  assigned  to  the  second 
surgical  division,  where  he  remained  until  he 
opened  his  office  here  in  Pittsburg,  October  i, 
1S74.  From  1876  to  1882  he  was  physician 
to  the  Pittsburg  Free  Dispensary,  and  he  was 
subsequently  made  a  life  member  of  that  insti- 
tution. He  was  physician  and  surgeon  to 
Mercy  Hospital,  which  position  he  resigned 
in  1887.  From  1877-82  he  was  surgeon  of 
the  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  &  St.  Louis 
Railroad,  and  from  1877-79  he  was  surgeon  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  He  is  physician 
and  obstetrician  to  Bethesda  Home;  chief 
medical  examiner  for  the  Equitable  Life  In- 
surance Society,  as  well  as  for  other  life  and 
accident  companies;  and  he  has  been  the 
president  of  the  Pittsburg  Medical  Library 
Association. 

Dr.  Shaw  married  Martha  M.  Lewis, 
daughter  of  J.  C.  Lewis,  and  grand-daughter 
of  George  Lewis,  a  Welshman,  who  built  the 
first  rolling-mill  in  Western  Pennsylvania. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw  had  three  children — Sarah 
Louise,  James  Lewis,  and  Jane  Aiken. 
James  Lewis  is  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Shaw 
died  on  October  24,  1887.  Mr.  Shaw  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church. 


fJ^OSEPH     HOWLEY,*    a  rapidly  rising 
young  attorney-at-law  and  a  prominent 
politician      of      Pittsburg,     Allegheny 
County,.  Pa.,    was   born    in   Garrett,    Somerset 
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County,  this  State,  June  29,  1870,  a  son  of 
John  C.  Howley. 

John  C.  Howley  was  born  and  bred  in  Dub- 
lin, Ireland,  from  whence  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  this  country.  Grandfather  Howley 
settled  in  Paterson,  N.J.,  where  he  and  his 
sons  engaged  in  railroad  contracts.  After  his 
death  his  family  removed  to  Altoona,  Pa., 
where  the  three  sons,  Patrick,  Martin,  and 
John  C,  under  the  firm  name  of  Howley 
Brothers,  took  the  contract  to  build  the  tunnel 
at  Gallitzin,  Cambria  County,  for  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad.  On  its  completion  the 
firm  removed  to  Pittsburg,  where  a  few  months 
later  the  partnership  was  dissolved.  John  C. 
Howley  continued  as  a  contractor,  and,  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  construction  of  a  portion  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railway,  removed  to 
Garrett.  On  the  completion  of  the  road  he 
returned  to  this  city,  and  from  that  time  until 
his  demise  was  one  of  the  leading  contractors 
in  Pittsburg.  He  did  a  good  deal  of  work  on 
the  railways  of  this  vicinity,  and  had  charge 
of  much  of  the  grading  and  paving  of  the  city 
streets,  giving  employment  to  hundreds  of 
men.  He  married  Miss  Catherine  Maley, 
of  Pittsburg,  and  had  seven  children,  four  of 
whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity,  as  follows: 
John  E.,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Provision  Company;  William  E.,  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  W.  E.  Howley  &  Co., 
of  Pittsburg;  Martin  F.,  a  resident  of  this 
city,  employed  in  the  United  States  Revenue 
service;  and  Joseph,  the  special  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  mother  is  still  living,  occupying 
with  her  sons  her  pleasant  house  at  the  corner 
of  Fifth  Avenue  and  Oakland  Streets. 

Joseph  Howley,  after  his  graduation  from 
the  Pittsburg  High  School,  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  from  which  he  received 
his  degree  in  1888  ;  and  two  years  later  he  was 
graduated  from  the  law  department  of  that  in- 


stitution. He  was  immediately  registered  as 
a  law  student  in  the  office  of  Pier  &  Blair,  of 
Pittsburg,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a  year 
and  a  half  after  his  admission  to  the  bar,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  1890.  Mr.  Howley 
then  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  by 
himself,  continuing  alone  until  April,  1896, 
when  he  became  senior  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Howley  &  Kent,  the  junior  partner 
being  Edward  J.  Kent.  Their  practice,  which 
is  extensive,  is  largely  civil,  although  they 
have  had  several  well-known  criminal  cases, 
notably  that  of  James  McMullen,  who  was  ac- 
cused of  murdering  his  wife.  New  Year's  Eve, 
1895,  at  Rice's  Castle.  The  jury,  after  being 
out  fifty-two  hours,  brought  in  a  verdict  of 
murder  in  the  first  degree.  Mr.  Howley 
argued  it  before  the  pardon  board,  who  com- 
muted the  sentence  to  life  imprisonment,  not- 
withstanding the  earnest  appeal  of  the  district 
attorney  to  have  the  sentence  sustained.  Mr. 
Howley  also  defended  in  May,  1896,  John 
Jenta,  who  was  charged  with  killing  a  fellow- 
Italian  at  a  dance  near  Carnegie,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  a  verdict  -of  manslaughter. 
Since  that  time  he  has  confined  his  attention 
almost  entirely  to  civil  cases,  and  besides  hav- 
ing a  large  corporation  practice  is  attorney  for 
St.  Francis  Protectory  for  Boys. 

Mr.  Howley  has  been  a  prominent  factor  of 
political  circles  for  many  years,  and,  though 
but  a  young  man,  e.Kercises  great  power  in  the 
Democratic  ranks.  In  1892  he  was  a  candi- 
date for  the  legislature  from  the  Fifth  Dis- 
trict, which  is  a  Republican  stronghold,  and 
succeeded  in  reducing  the  majority  materially. 
During  that  campaign  he  was  of  great  assist- 
ance to  his  party  in  stumping  Pennsylvania, 
West  Virginia,  and  Ohio.  He  has  also  been 
very  active  in  municipal  politics,  being  a 
leader  in  the  inauguration  of  reform  move- 
ments;    and    in    the   spring   of    1896   he    was 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


485 


chairman  of  the  Reform  Club  of  the  Fourteenth 
Ward,  in  which  he  reduced  the  majority  below 
that  of  any  other  ward  in  the  city.  In  May, 
1896,  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic 
State  Convention  at  AUentown,  where  he  was 
chosen  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Perma- 
nent Organization.  He  there  nominated  the 
Hon.  John  M.  Braden,  of  Washington,  Pa., 
for  Congressman-at-Iarge,  making  the  speech 
of  the  day.  Mr.  Howley  was  also  a  delegate 
to  the  Democratic  convention  at  Chicago,  and 
sustained  the  platform  from  the  time  of  its 
adoption.  On  the  resignation  of  Charles  A. 
Fagin,  a  warm,  personal  friend,  Mr.  Howley 
was  elected  county  chairman  over  his  oppo- 
nent, John  D.  Larkin.  Among  his  other  per- 
sonal and  political  friends  is  William  F. 
Harrity,  a  man  of  national  as  well  as  local 
prominence;  and  for  a  long  time  he  has  had  a 
personal  acquaintance  with  William  J.  Bryan, 
who  came  to  Pittsburg  during  the  Presidential 
campaign  of  i8g6  through  the  efforts  of  Mr. 

Howley. 

<  •  ■  ■  > 

AMES  A.  WAUGH,  Deputy  State 
Veterinarian,  residing  in  Allegheny, 
Pa.,  was  born  in  Pittsburg,  February 
4,  1856,  son  of  David  and  Catherine  (Duggan) 
Waugh.  His  father  was  a  son  of  James 
Waugh,  who  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  re- 
moved to  Ireland,  where,  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, he  lived  and  died. 

David  Waugh  was  born  in  County  Down, 
Ireland,  near  Downmore,  about  the  year  1830. 
He  was  educated  in  Ireland,  and  lived  there 
upon  a  farm  until  1849,  when  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  he  came  to  Pennsylvania,  and  worked 
upon  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia. 
In  1854,  having  married  in  1852,  he  removed 
with  his  wife  and  one  child  to  Pittsburg,  where 
he  resided  for  a  number  of  years.  After  the 
war  of  1861-65  he  bought  a  good  farm   of  one 


hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres  near  Canons- 
burg,  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and  has  since 
been  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  being  especially  interested  in  blooded 
sheep,  and  also  raising  cattle,  hogs,  and 
horses  for  market.  He  is  a  stanch  Republi- 
can, and,  though  not  an  aspirant  for  other 
office,  was  Road  Supervisor  for  many  years, 
and  a  pioneer  of  the  movement  toward  good 
roads  a  number  of  years  before  the  new  ideas 
on  the  subject  had  been  developed. 

His  wife,  the  daughter  of  Patrick  Duggan, 
was  born  at  Fethard,  County  Tipperary,  Ire- 
land, and,  early  losing  both  father  and  mother, 
came  to  America  with  the  Hogan  family,  well- 
known  residents  of  the  South  Side,  Pittsburg. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Waugh  have  four  chil- 
dren now  living.  Their  eldest-born,  a  daugh- 
ter Mary,  died  young.  Their  son  William 
graduated  from  the  Ontario  Veterinary  Col- 
lege in  the  same  class  with  his  brother  James, 
and  is  now  an  assistant  veterinary  surgeon  in 
the  regular  army;  Maggie  Jane  resides  in  the 
city  of  Allegheny;  and  David  was  graduated 
at  the  Indianapolis  Veterinary  College  in  the 
class  of  1897. 

James  A.  Waugh  in  his  early  years  received 
his  education  in  the  city  schools  and  in  the 
district  schools  of  Washington  County,  and 
until  1879  was  with  his  father  on  the  farm. 
He  always  took  a  great  interest  in  the  horses, 
and  this  decided  his  life  work.  He  entered 
the  Ontario  Veterinary  College  at  Toronto, 
and  took  a  full  course,  graduating  March  31, 
1882,  in  the  same  class  with  his  brother  Will- 
iam. In  addition  to  their  regular  work  both 
brothers  attended  the  Saturday  clinics  at  the 
medical  school  in  Toronto  General  Hospital 
every  Saturday  afternoon,  besides  a  course  of 
chemistry  in  the  School  of  Technology  con- 
nected with  the  University  of  Toronto. 
Being  thus  thoroughly  qualified  to  enter  upon 
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the  work  of  his  profession,  Mr.  Waugh  re- 
ceived from  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  then  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  the>ppointment  of  Veterinary 
Surgeon  to  the  Sixth  Cavalry  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  which  he  joined  at  Jeffer- 
son Barraclvs  at  St.  Louis.  The  station  of 
the  regiment  was  frequently  changed;  and  Mr. 
Waugh  followed  it  through  much  Indian  coun- 
try, seeing  considerable  fighting  and  hard 
riding.  He  was  located  at  a  number  of  differ- 
ent places  in  Arizona  and  New  Mexico,  being 
two  years  at  Fort  Wingate  in  the  Navajo  Ind- 
ian country,  forty  miles  from  Zuhi  City,  and 
four  years  at  Fort  Bayard  near  Silver  City. 
He  sometimes  went  over  into  Mexico,  and  his 
duties  also  took  him  to  Texas  and  California 
to  inspect  the  government  purchases.  For  a 
while  he  held  the  important  position  of 
Veterinary  Adviser  to  Cattle  Sanitary  Board 
of  the  State  of  New  Mexico,  a  territorial  po- 
sition filled  by  the  Governor  by  advice  of 
the  commission.  Mr.  Waugh  drafted  the 
rules  for  the  protection  of  the  health  of  live 
stock,  which  were  afterward  adopted  and  are 
still  in  existence,  prohibiting  the  bringing  in 
of  Texan  and  Mexican  cattle  at  certain  times 
of  the  year,  and  providing  for  the  inspection 
of  those  brought  in  at  other  times.  In  1892 
he  held  the  rank  of  Regimental  Veteri- 
nary Surgeon,  United  States  Army,  which  he 
resigned,  returning  to  his  Eastern  home.  He 
had  spent  a  few  months  East  in  1S85,  and 
again  in  the  spring  of  1889  at  the  time  of  the 
oil  excitement  at  Washington,  Pa.,  having 
leave  of  absence  under  full  pay. 

In  the  fall  of  1890  he  located  in  the  central 
part  of  Allegheny,  where  he  has  since  prac- 
tised his  profession  continuously  and  with 
success.  Dr.  Carter,  with  whom  in  1896  he 
formed  a  partnership,  retired  at  the  end  of  the 
year;  and  Dr.  Waugh  now  has  his  brother 
David  with  him  as  an   assistant.     The  exten- 


sive practice  built  up  by  Dr.  Carter  is  of  fif- 
teen years'  standing;  and  his  hospital,  estab- 
lished eight  years  ago,  gives  accommodation 
to  all  kinds  of  animals.  Under  the  old  law 
Dr.  Waugh  did  a  good  deal  of  work  for  the 
State  in  inspecting  contagious  diseases  of 
animals;  and  under  the  new  law  he  has  been 
made  a  Deputy,  which  gives  him  a  large  field 
for  the  inspection  of  tuberculous  cattle.  He 
is  much  interested  in  the  new  tuberculin 
treatment,  but  believes  that,  after  an  animal 
is  much  affected,  it  should  be  destroyed. 

Dr.  Waugh  has  long  been  a  contributor  to 
the  I'ftfn'narr  and  Live-stock  and  Himiane 
Journal,  having  written  largely  on  surgery. 
His  wide  experience,  it  need  hardly  be  said, 
gives  his  papers  unusual  value  to  the  members 
of  his  profession.  During  his  army  life  he 
also  read  deeply  on  scientific,  historical,  and 
biographical  subjects.  He  has  delivered 
many  lectures  before  farmers'  institutes 
under  the  auspices  of  the  State  Board  of  Agri- 
culture. He  is  working  for  the  organization 
of  a  local  veterinary  society,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Veterinary  Med- 
ical Association,  and  has  met  with  them  in 
Washington  and  in  Pennsylvania.  He  has 
read  many  papers  before  the  State  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  is  a  member  and  was  at  one 
time  vice-president.  As  Dr.  Waugh's  one 
thought  has  been  to  continually  better  fit  him- 
self for  his  profession,  he  has  made  a  study  of 
diseases  of  wild  animals  in  captivity,  so  many 
being  found  in  the  different  zoos.  He  is  also 
making  preparation  to  take  a  post-graduate 
course  in  the  veterinary  department  of  the 
Columbian  University  of  Washington  City. 
He  was  offered  the  chair  of  surgery  in  that 
college  for  the  course  of  1896-97.  Press  of 
outside  work  prevented  his  acceptance  of  this 
offer;  but  he  has  not  given  up  the  plan,  which 
will  also  enable  him   to   study  the   diseases   of 
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the  wild  animals  in  the  National  Zoological 
Gardens,  thus  preparing  for  any  need  of  that 
knowledge  here.  He  is  a  member  of  Chartier 
Lodge,  No.  297,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Canonsburg, 
Pa.,  which  he  joined  before  going  West.  He 
is  Veterinary  Adviser  of  the  Western  Penn- 
sylvania Humane  Society,  which  office  he  has 
held  for  five  years. 

Dr.  Waugh  married  September  19,  1886, 
IVIiss  Mary  P^lizabeth  Lindley,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  F.  Lindley,  formerly  a  prominent 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Macon  City,  Mo., 
now  residing  in  Texas,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  stock-raising.  Mrs.  Waugh's  grandfather 
was  Pittman  Lindley,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, and  w^ent  from  Kentucky  to  Missouri, 
where  he  took  up  a  large  tract  of  land  that 
afterward  brought  great  wealth  to  himself  and 
to  his  family.  The  family  is  Republican  in 
a  Democratic  State.  They  are  connected  with 
the  Christian  church.  The  children  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Waugh  are  Catherine  and  James  A., 
Jr.,  both  infants. 


^^»<^» 
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ILLIAM  D.  KING,  M.D.,  one  of 
the  leading  homoeopathic  physi- 
cians of  Pittsburg,  was  born  here, 
September  9,  1861,  son  of  Calvin  and  Rachel 
(Chambers)  King.  The  family  came  origi- 
nally from  England.  The  great-grandfather  of 
William  D.,  Courtland  King,  crossed  the 
Monongahela  River  at  Elizabeth,  and  settled 
on  a  farm  near  Library,  Allegheny  County, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and 
died  in  his  sixty-second  year.  Among  his 
children  were:  John,  the  grandfather  of  Will- 
iam D. ;  Elijah,  who  resided  at  Indianapolis; 
and  Isaac,  who  was  a  resident  of  Library. 

John  King,  born  in  1791,  who  was  a  babe 
of  twelve  months  when  his  parents  crossed  the 
Monongahela,  resided   with   his   parents   until 


twenty-eight  years  of  age.  He  married  Jane 
Stewart,  whose  father,  for  his  part  in  the 
Whiskey  Insurrection,  was  seized  and  taken 
for  trial  to  Little  York,  then  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment. Mr.  Stewart  was  included  in  the 
compromise  pardon,  however,  and  returned  to 
his  home  rejoicing  that  the  disturbance  was 
settled,  and  a  better  basis  of  taxation  secured 
to  the  people.  After  marriage  John  King 
settled  upon  a  farm  near  the  homestead.  In 
1836  he  removed  to  Forward,  where  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  of  John  Stover.  Here  he 
lived  until  1873,  when  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Central  Block.  His  children  were: 
Dr.  James  S.  King,  of  Pittsburg;  Mary  L. 
King,  who  died  in  1877;  Dr.  William  H.,  of 
Monongahela;  John,  of  Spring  Valley,  Minn.; 
Dr.  Courtland,  of  Pittsburg;  Jane,  the  wife  of 
James  Moon,  who  died  in  1854;  Dr.  Calvin, 
of  Pittsburg;  Samuel  J.,  of  Forward  town- 
ship; Robert;  Harvey;  an  infant  child;  Dr. 
Milton  S.,  of  Pittsburg;  and  Allie  M.,  who 
married  Mr.  Devon.  The  father  had  literary 
tastes,  and  was  both  a  reader  and  a  thinker. 
In  early  life  he  was  a  Whig.  Subsequently 
he  became  an  abolitionist.  He  was  a  rigid 
Baptist,  cherishing  at  the  same  time  Christian 
charity  that  knew  no  bounds  save  the  brother- 
hood of  mankind.  His  span  of  ninety  years 
almost  includes  the  life  of  the  nation.  He 
had  lived  under  every  President,  and  voted  at 
every  Presidential  election  since  Madison's 
time.  Since  his  birth,  which  [occurred  just 
after  the  death  of  Frederick  the  Great,  eigh- 
teen governors  of  Pennsylvania  had  been 
elected.  He  remembered  when  Napoleon  was 
entombed.  He  was  forty-six  years  of  age 
when  Queen  Victoria  ascended  the  Engfish 
throne,  and  he  lived  to  see  the  successful 
issue  of  three  wars.  Dr.  William  H.  King, 
the  third  child  of  John  and  Jane  King,  was 
born   in  Allegheny  County,    April    17,    1823. 
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He  lived  upon  the  farm  until  twenty-one  years 
old.  Then  he  entered  the  Ohio  College  of 
Dentistry,  from  which  he  afterward  gradu- 
ated. He  practised  his  profession  in  Lancas- 
ter, Ohio,  until  the  war  broke  out.  On  Au- 
gust 22,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  under  Captain  John  Markell,  was 
twice  promoted  for  bravery  in  the  service,  and 
was  mustered  out  as  First  Lieutenant.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Republican,  in  religion  a 
Baptist.  On  May  4,  1871,  he  married  Jane 
Carpenter.  With  a  genial  temperament.  Dr. 
W.  H.  King  is  a  pleasant  companion.  Dr. 
Calvin  King,  the  father  of  William  D.,  is  a 
most  successful  dentist  in  the  city  of  Pitts- 
burg, where  he  has  been  located  on  Smithfield 
Street  for  the  past  forty-seven  years. 

William  D.  King  graduated  from  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  College  at  Philadelphia 
in  18S7,  and  at  once  opened  an  office  in  Pitts- 
burg. Here  he  has  risen  to  prominence  as  a 
homoeopathic  physician.  He  is  obstetrician 
of  the  City  Hospital  Chief  Dispensary  staff; 
is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny  County  Asso- 
ciation, of  the  State  Homoeopathic  Society,  and 
of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy. 
In  1S91  he  married  Nancy  Tripp,  daughter  of 
Alonzo  Tripp.  He  is  connected  with  the 
Baptist  church,  and  is  a  Republican  in  pol- 
itics. 


-|^YRON  WESTLEY  KING,  A.M., 
I  ^rS  Ph.D.,*  president  of  King's  School 
of  Oratory,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  has  won 
fame  as  a  teacher,  lecturer,  and  entertainer, 
not  only  in  the  Keystone  State,  but  in  other 
parts  of  the  Union.  Hi's  ability  as  an  elocu- 
tionist is  remarkable,  since  he  has  conquered 
by  personal  effort  alone  an  early  defect  in 
speech  which  would  have  debarred  an  ordinary 
man  from  public  life.      Mr.  King  was   born  in 


Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  is 
a  son  of  David  J.  and  Mary  Ann  (Simpson) 
King,  a  grandson  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Hartzell)  King,  and  a  great-grandson  of 
Moses  and  Sarah  King.  He  acquired  his  pri- 
mary education  in  the  public  schools,  and  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  entered  Mount  Pleasant 
College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1877,  with 
the  honors  of  his  class.  In  his  boyhood  he 
stuttered  so  badly  that  it  was  often  im- 
possible for  him  to  recite,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  write  his  lessons.  Making  a  special  study 
of  the  causes  of  and  remedies  for  stammering, 
he  succeeded  in  effecting  a  wonderful  cure  in 
his  own  case;  and  as  a  teacher  he  has  had  pro- 
nounced success  in  curing  vocal  defects. 

He  began  to  teach  some  years  prior  to  his 
graduation, from  Mount  Pleasant  College;  and, 
after  receiving  his  diploma,  he  was  professor 
of  mathematics  in  Jefferson  College,  and  sub- 
sequently teacher  of  elocution  in  Washington 
College,  and  professor  of  Greek  and  Latin 
one  year  at  Mount  Pleasant  Classical  Insti- 
tute. Travelling  then  for  four  years,  he 
taught  in  sixty  different  schools  in  the  Cen- 
tral States.  He  perfected  his  studies  in  elo- 
cution under  private  teachers  in  Boston,  New 
York,  and  Philadelphia.  As  a  teacher  he  is 
possessed  of  marked  ability,  and  has  held  a 
number  of  important  positions.  He  was  for- 
merly professor  of  Latin  and  Greek  at  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  Classical  and  Scientific  In- 
stitute; professor  of  higher  mathematics  and 
elocution  at  Jefferson  Academy;  professor  of 
elocution  at  Washington  College,  Waynes- 
burg  College,  Wooster  University,  Holy 
Ghost  College,  St.  Joseph's  Academy,  and 
Curry  University;  and,  latterly,  special 
teacher  of  elocution  and  Delsarte  philosophy 
at  Rogersville  Seminary,  Maryville  College, 
Tenn.,  and  the  University  of  Tennessee;  and 
special  lecturer  at  Martyn  College  of  Oratory, 
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Washington,  D.  C.  He  was  also  formerly  in- 
structor at  Bay  View,  Chautauqua. 

In  1883  he  opened  King's  School  of  Ora- 
tory in  connection  with  Curry  University,  and 
the  institution  is  now  one  of  the  leading 
schools  of  the  kind  in  the  State.  It  is  located 
in  the  Heeren  Building,  Eighth  Street,  near 
Penn  Avenue,  Pittsburg,  and  has  the  finest 
rooms  and  most  artistic  equipment  for  elocu- 
tionary work  in  America.  The  school  has  a 
large  faculty  of  expert  teachers,  each  one  a 
specialist;  and  private  lessons  are  given  day 
and  evening.  Professor  King  is  president  of 
the  faculty,  and  teaches  voice  culture  and 
theory  of  speech,  Shakspere,  science  of  liter- 
ature and  rhetoric,  Latin,  and  Greek.  He 
also  instructs  in  all  departments  of  elocution- 
ary and  dramatic  work,  and  Delsarte  philos- 
ophy. His  wife,  Mrs.  Inez  Todd  King,  is  his 
able  coworker,  acting  as  instructor  in  special 
departments  of  elocutionary  work,  teacher  of 
stage  action  and  dramatic  selections  for 
ladies,  special  teacher  of  aesthetic  physical 
culture,  Delsarte  gymnastics,  poses,  attitudes, 
and  movement.  Throughout  the  year  special 
private  lessons  are  given  for  the  cure  of  stam- 
mering, stuttering,  and  sore  throat;  and  there 
is  also  a  private  clergymen's  course,  and 
special  private  training  in  physical  develop- 
ment and  coaching  work. 

The  comments  of  the  local  press  on  the 
public  performances  given  by  the  pupils  and 
teachers  are  always  of  the  most  favorable  nat- 
ure. Witness  the  following:  "A  cast  from 
King's  School  of  Oratory  and  Dramatic  Cult- 
ure gave  'She  Stoops  to  Conquer'  at  the  Opera 
House  last  night.  The  play  was  well  put  on, 
well  acted,  and  the  audience  well  pleased." — 
Pittsburg  Press.  "It  is  certainly  worthy  of 
note  that,  on  short  notice  and  without  rehears- 
als, the  members  of  a  dramatic  school  can 
put    on    several    plays,    as    contemplated    by 


King's  School  of  Acting.  When  the  Opera 
House,  through  the  illness  of  Julia  Marlowe, 
was  without  a  company,  this  school  undertook 
to  give  some  of  the  plays  of  Shakspere  to 
finish  up  the  week.  As  has  been  said,  the 
school  deserves  more  than  a  passing  mention 
for  being  able  to  put  forth,  on  short  notice, 
such  excellent  casts." — Press,  March  10, 
1892. 

Professor  King  himself  as  an  elocutionist  is 
in  constant  demand,  and  wherever  he  appears 
he  carries  his  audience  by  storm.  As  a 
writer,  too,  he  is  widely  known.  He  is  the 
author  of  "Practice  of  Speech,  and  Successful 
Selections,"  a  treatise  on  voice,  action,  and 
general  elocution,  which  has  been  introduced 
into  eighty  colleges,  academies,  and  high 
schools,  and  is  used  by  many  of  the  most 
noted  teachers  of  elocution  in  America.  It 
is  designed  for  self-instruction,  but  is  equally 
available  as  a  school  text-book.  This  book 
has  been  out  of  press  five  years,  and  has 
passed  through  nine  editions.  It  is  the  most 
practical  work  of  the  kind  published,  and  is 
recommended  by  Franklin  K.  Sargent,  di- 
rector of  the  Conservatory  of  Dramatic  Art, 
New  York  City;  Dion  Boucicault,  late  of  the 
Lyceum  Theatre  School;  Edgar  S.  Werner, 
teacher,  and  editor  of  Tlie  J'oice  Magazine, 
the  largest  and  best  elocutionary  periodical 
published;  Mrs.  Nella  Brown  Pond,  the  well- 
known  reader;  Madame  Ida  Serven,  teacher  of 
pantomime  and  dramatic  expression  at  the 
New  York  School  of  Acting,  who  uses  it  as 
her  text-book;  Madame  Waller,  the  teacher  of 
Mary  Anderson;  Margaret  Mather;  and  many 
other  authorities  in  the  dramatic  world. 

Professor  King  was  married  November  29, 
1883,  to  Inez  E.,  daughter  of  Chester  A.  and 
Olive  Todd,  of  Chautauqua  County,  New  York. 
Professor  and  Mrs.  King  have  one  child,  Olive 
May.     Mrs.  King  also  has  won  fame  and  popu- 
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larity  as  a  public  reader.  The  following  press 
notices,  selected  from  a  large  number  of  the 
same  tenor,  give  a  general  idea  of  her  talent 
and  charming  personality:  "Mrs.  King  de- 
lighted her  audience.  She  charmed  every  one 
with  her  impersonations.  Her  Ophelia  was 
up  to  the  highest  standard  of  professional 
work." — Pittsburg  Dispatclt.  ,  "Inez  Todd 
King  gave  a  programme  of  selections  not  sur- 
passed by  any  reader  at  Bay  View  this  season. 
She  moved  her  listeners  to  tears  and  laughter 
2X  \-^\\\:' ~  The  Resortei:  "A  face  like  Mod- 
jeska,  a  form  and  movement  that  was  grace 
itself  —  that  is  the  reader.  She  has  all  the 
charms  of  girlhood  and  the  dignity  of  a 
woman." — Pittsburg  Couuuercial  Gazette. 
"She  may  have  equals,  but  no  superior  to  her 
has  appeared  this  season  upon  the  Chautauqua 
platform." — Chicago  Herald.  "Her  Shaks- 
pere  characters  are  exquisite.  She  seems  to 
live  in  each  portrayal."- — New  York  World. 


jHARLES  A.  O'BRIEN,*  one  of  the 
foremost  lawyers  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, is  located  at  Pittsburg,  where 
in  the  past  few  years  he  has  had  charge  of 
many  important  cases,  in  none  of  which  has 
he  disappointed  his  clients  in  their  manage- 
ment. He  was  born  in  this  county,  Novem- 
ber 27,  1853,  a  son  of  the  late  Dr.  John  H. 
O'Brien,  who  devoted  fifty  years  of  his  life  to 
the  medical  profession. 

Dr.  John  H.  O'Brien  was  born  in  County 
Cork,  Ireland,  and  was  graduated  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Dublin.  In  1832  he  immigrated  to 
the  United  States,  locating  in  Allegheny 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  continued  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  during  his  years  of  activity, 
dying  in  1887,  aged  seventy-nine.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  Neel,  died  De- 
cember 6,   1895,  aged  seventy-four  years.      Of 


their  large  family  of  thirteen  children  four 
died  when  young,  and  nine  are  now  living, 
namely:  Louisa,  wife  of  J.  A.  Keenan,  of 
Pittsburg;  Ada,  unmarried,  residing  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.;  Celia,  wife  of  J.  J.  Roemer, 
Deputy  Internal  Revenue  Collector  at  Erie, 
Pa.  ;  Lena,  wife  of  Frank  Helbling,  a  mer- 
chant of  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  Amanda,  the  wife 
of  John  Campbell,  an  iron  worker  in  Pitts- 
burg; John  A.,  a  painter  in  this  city;  James 
H.,  a  contractor  in  St.  Louis;  Charles  A., 
the  leading  subject  of  the  present  sketch;  and 
Frank,  who  is  in  the  Internal  Revenue  service 
in  Pittsburg. 

The  Neels,  from  whom  Dr.  O'Brien's  wife 
was  descended,  were  for  many  years  residents 
of  Maryland.  James  H.  Neel,  Mrs.  O'Brien's 
grandfather,  removed  from  that  State  to  Alle- 
gheny County,  Pennsylvania,  in  Colonial 
days,  settling  in  Mifflin  township,  where  a 
substantial  brick  house,  bearing  the  date  of 
1797,  which  he  built,  is  still  standing. 
He  owned  a  large  farm,  which  was  underlaid 
with  coal,  and  has  since  proved  the  source  of 
a  good  income  to  his  descendants.  His  son, 
James  Harvey  Neel,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
O'Brien,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  this 
county,  dying  here  in  1S63.  For  a  time  he 
was  engaged  as  a  trader  between  Pittsburg 
and  New  Orleans,  taking  a  flat-boat  load  of 
merchandise  to  the  Southern  city,  making  the 
return  trip  by  alternately  riding  on  horseback 
and  walking.  His  wife  repeatedly  made 
horseback  trips  across  the  mountains  between 
here  and  Philadelphia.  She  outlived  her  hus- 
band a  number  of  years,  and  died  in  1S71  at 
the  age  of  seventy-si.x.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Elizabeth,  or,  as  it  was  then  called, 
Betsey,  Brierly.  The  Brierly  family,  who 
also  were  early  settlers  of  this  county,  built  a 
commodious  brick  residence,  which  has  stood 
the  ravages  of  wind  and  weather  since    1795. 
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Elizabeth,  then  a  young  girl,  assisted  in 
carrying  brick  for  its  construction,  the  entire 
family  having  been  obliged  to  assist  in  the 
work,  as  help  was  scarce. 

Charles  A.  O'Brien  received  his  earliest 
education  in  the  common  schools;  and  after- 
ward he  attended  the  Catholic  College  in 
Wheeling,  W.  Va. ,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1872.  The  following  three  and  one-half  years 
he  read  medicine  with  his  father  in  this  city, 
and  practised  for  a  time  at  the  West  Penn 
Medical  Hospital.  In  1874  Mr.  O'Brien 
took  up  the  study  of  law  with  the  late  Samuel 
Schoyer,  and  since  his  admission  to  the  bar, 
in  1876,  has  continued  its  practice  in  Pitts- 
burg. Among  the  notable  cases  of  which  he 
has  had  charge  may  be  named  the  celebrated 
case  of  Moreland  &  House  and  the  Pittsburg 
stamp  cases  in  1891.  By  this  the  whole 
system  was  overturned,  Mr.  O'Brien  being 
sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court,  to  which  the 
case  was  appealed. 

Mr.  O'Brien  was  married  June  26,  1879,  to 
Miss  Lucy  Bingey,  daughter  of  George 
Bingey,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of 
four  children;  namely,  Rose  E.,  J.  Paul, 
Allen  N. ,  and  Elizabeth.  Socially,  Mr. 
O'Brien  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum; 
religiously,  he  is  a  Catholic;  and,  politi- 
cally, he  is  an  unswerving  Democrat,  taking 
an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  and  often  speak- 
ing on  the  important  political  issues  of  the 
day. 

ILLIAM  CASSIUS  STILL- 
WAGEN,  of  Pittsburg,  a  success- 
ful attorney  and  counsellor  at  law, 
was  born  in  Claysville,  Washington  County, 
July  12,  1852,  son  of  Andrew  J.  and  Jane 
(Eagan)  Stillwagen.  His  parents  and  grand- 
parents were  natives  of  Washington  County. 
His     great-grandfather,    Jacob      Stillwagen, 


served  for  four  years  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  as  amply  proved  by  papers  relative  to 
his  service  and  discharge  from  the  army, 
together  with  an  old  sword,  musket,  and  bay- 
onet, in  the  family's  possession.  Jacob  was 
buried  in  the  Buffalo  Church  Cemetery.  He 
married  Johanna  Shean,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
whom  he  first  met  on  board  the  ship  that 
brought  both  to  this  country,  and  who  lived 
for  a  year  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  before 
her  marriage.  They  settled  in  Pigeon  Creek, 
Washington  County,  in  1765. 

Adam  Stillwagen,  son  of  Jacob  and  grand- 
father of  William  Cassius,  was  born  near 
Monongahela  City,  and  spent  his  active"  period 
in  tilling  the  soil.  His  wife,  Mary  (Dough- 
erty) Stillwagen,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
locality,  reared  seven  children  —  Jacob, 
Charles,  Andrew  J.,  Adam,  Elizabeth,  Susan, 
and  Michael.  Of  these  Andrew,  Elizabeth, 
and  Susan  are  living.  Elizabeth  resides  in 
St.  Louis,  and  Susan  lives  in  Chicago.  An- 
drew J.  Stillwagen,  who  resides  with  his  son 
in  Pittsburg,  was  born  October  25,  1820. 
He  was  reared  in  Washington  County,  and 
resided  there  for  many  years.  His  wife, 
Jane,  became  the  mother  of  four  children, 
of  whom  the  only  one  now"  living  is  William 
C,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  others 
were:  John  ].,  Charles,  and  Edward  J.,  all  of 
whom  died  in  childhood.  Mrs.  Andrew  J. 
Stillwagen  died  February  11,   1892. 

William  C.  Stillwagen  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Claysville  for  the  usual  period. 
Later  he  entered  the  academy  of  West  Alex- 
ander, where  he  remained  two  years.  In  1866 
he  entered  St.  Francis  College  at  Loretto,  and 
in  1 868  Notre  Dame  University  in  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1S71.  He  began  the  study  of  law  at  the  Uni- 
versity, and  after  completing  his  preparations 
for    the    legal    profession    with     Hopkins    & 
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Lazear,  of  Pittsburg,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
April  14,  1874.  He  has  acquired  a  local  rep- 
utation as  an  upright  and  able  legal  adviser, 
and  enjoys  a  large  general  practice. 

On  August  24,  187s,  Mr.  Stillwagen 
wedded  Martha  A.  Oldshue,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Lincoln  Oldshue.  He  has  had  three  children: 
namely,  Mary  E.,  Edward  L.,  and  William 
C.  William  C,  born  November  19,  1876, 
died  April  2,  1S86.  In  politics  Mr.  Still- 
wagen is  a  Democrat,  and  he  was  active  in  the 
interest  of  the  late  General  Hancock  in  1880. 
He  attends  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 


ILLIAM  N.  EPPING,*  cashier  of 
the  Pittsburg  post-office,  was  born 
in  Pittsburg,  October  13,  1869, 
son  of  Henry  and  Amanda  (Kreig)  Epping. 
Henry  Epping  was  born  in  Westphalia,  Ger- 
many, and  with  his  father  landed  in  New  Or- 
leans when  two  years  old,  his  mother  having 
died  on  the  voyage.  A  year  later  they  came 
to  Pittsburg,  where  the  child  grew  up.  He 
was  apprenticed  to  a  glass-blower  in  his  boy- 
hood, and  followed  that  trade  for  some  years. 
About  twenty-five  years  ago  he  began  the 
manufacture  of  steam-pumps,  being  one  of  the 
first  to  take  up  this  industry  west  of  the  moun- 
tains. His  business  increased;  and  he  manu- 
factured oil,  water,  and  air  pumps  for  a  large 
trade,  employing  many  men.  He  also  owned 
considerable  real  estate.  A  Democrat  in 
politics,  he  took  an  active  part  in  civic  affairs, 
being  three  times  elected  to  the  Select  Coun- 
cil, where  he  had  a  strong  record  as  an  anti- 
ring  man.  He  earned  for  himself  the  respect 
of  his  fellow-citizens  in  general,  and  had  many 
warm  friends,  who  admired  his  courage  and 
integrity.  He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-one, 
January  22,  1895.  He  married  Miss  Kreig, 
of  Swiss  ancestry,  daughter  of  Michael  Kreig, 


one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  South  Side. 
Their  children  were:  William  N. ,  Ella  M., 
John  R.,  and  Raymond  L.  The  parents  were 
members  of  the  St.  Augustine  Church,  Roman 
Catholic.      Mrs.  Epping  is  still  living. 

William  N.  Epping  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Pittsburg,  and  graduated 
from  the  high  school  in  the  class  of  1888. 
He  first  became  the  messenger  at  Duquesne 
station,  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  and 
four  months  later  obtained  the  position  of 
office  boy  with  the  Carbon  Steel  Company. 
During  a  four  years'  stay  he  was  rapidly 
advanced  to  the  position  of  cashier  and  pur- 
chasing agent,  and  only  left  to  accept  his 
present  responsible  position  of  cashier  of  the 
Pittsburg  post-office,  where  he  yearly  handles 
one  million  dollars,  an  unusual  position  of 
trust  for  a  man  less  than  thirty  years  of  age. 
But  he  has  discharged  the  duties  thereof  ac- 
ceptably to  all  and  with  much  credit  to  him- 
self. He  has  an  assistant  under  him,  and  is 
in  charge  of  the  pay-roll  of  all  the  carriers  and 
men  in  the  city  office,  and  also  of  the  railway 
post-office  clerks  to  the  number  of  one  hun- 
dred. He  retains  his  interest  in  the  pump 
works,  and  the  business  is  still  carried  on 
successfully. 

Mr.  Epping  married  Miss  Clementine  Frau- 
enheim,  of  Pittsburg,  daughter  of  the  late 
Eduard  Frauenheim,  of  the  Iron  City  Brewing 
Company,  November  28,  1894.  They  are 
both  members  of  the  St.  Augustine  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  Their  home  is  at  811  Mel- 
lon Street,  at  the  East  End. 


XpLETCHER     McKENDRIE      WHITE, 
I    J      M.  D.,*  an  able  and  successful   physi- 
cian      of       Wilkinsburg,       Allegheny 
County,  Pa.,  was  born  in  the  adjacent  town  of 
Sewickley,   June   7,    1858,    and   is  of   Scotcli- 
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Irish  antecedents.  His  paternal  grandfatlier, 
the  Rev.  John  White,  was  a  well-known  Meth- 
odist preacher,  being  a  circuit  rider  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  adjoining  States.  He  lived  to 
be  seventy  years  old,  and  reared  a  family  of 
two  daughters  and  three  sons. 

John  W.  White,  one  o'f  his  sons,  and  father 
of  the  Doctor,  was  born  and  reared  in  Wash- 
ington  County,  this  State,  where  during  his 
very  early  years  he  was  engaged  in  farming. 
On  reaching  man's  estate  he  read  law,  and, 
having  been  admitted  to  the  bar,  settled  in 
Sewickley,  where  he  is  still  living.  He  prac- 
tised law  successfully  for  many  seasons,  and 
for  the  past  twenty-four  years  has  been  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  District  No. 
2,  this  being  his  third  consecutive  term  of  ser- 
vice. In  politics  he  is  an  active  Republican; 
and,  besides  holding  various  local  offices,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion held  many  years  ago.  He  married  Mary 
Thorn,  who  was  born  in  Allegheny  County. 
Her  father,  the  Rev.  Charles  Thorn,  was  also 
of  Scotch  descent  and  a  circuit  rider  of  the 
Methodist  persuasion.  Both  Judge  White 
and  his  wife,  as  would  naturally  follow  from 
their  birth  and  breeding,  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They  have  si.x 
children,  as  follows:  Charles  T.  ;  John  N.; 
William  H.;  Fletcher  M.  ;  James  C. ;  and 
Sophronia  Thorn,  the  wife  of  John  L.  Locke. 

Fletcher  M.  White,  having  received  his  pre- 
liminary education  in  the  public  schools  and 
academy  of  Sewickley,  completed  the  Sopho- 
more year  at  Allegheny  College  in  Meadville. 
He  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr. 
T.  B.  La  Shells,  was  graduated  from  the 
Western  Reserve  Medical  College,  February 
27,  1884,  and  subsequently  took  a  post-gradu- 
ate course  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
Dr.  White  then  located  in  Allegheny  as  a 
practitioner,  and,  after  being  there  a  year,  was 


elected  surgeon  of  the  Allegheny  work- 
house. During  his  five  years  of  service  in 
that  capacity  he  gained  valuable  experience. 
Coming  to  Wilkinsburg  in  July,  1891,  the 
Doctor  has  won  the  confidence  of  the  commu- 
nity to  a  marked  degree,  and  has  built  up  a 
thriving  practice,  his  professional  skill  and 
up-to-date  knowledge  of  the  science  to  which 
he  is  devoting  the  best  years  of  his  manhood 
winning  him  a  large  patronage. 

Dr.  White  is  identified  with  various  frater- 
nal organizations,  including  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  Junior  Mechanics,  the  Allegheny  County 
Medical  Society,  the  Duquesne  Medical  Club, 
and  the  Wilkinsburg  Medical  Club.  In  poli- 
tics and  religious  faith  he  follows  in  the  foot- 
steps of  his  worthy  progenitors,  being  a 
stanch  Republican  and  a  most  valued  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


C.  BIPPUS,  M.D.,*  of  Allegheny 
City,  a  physician  of  the  regular  school 
of  practice,  was  born  in  Butler,  Pa., 
May  30,  1864,  son  of  John  G.  and  Rachel 
(Meyers)  Bippus.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Matthew  Bippus,  died  in  Germany  at  the  age 
of  fifty-four  years.  He  was  a  miller,  and  was 
Burgess  of  the  borough  during  the  last  six 
years  of  his  life.  He  left  a  family  of  five 
children. 

John  G.  Bippus,  who  was  a  carpenter  and 
contractor,  was  born  in  Wittenberg,  Germany, 
and  came  to  America  in  1846.  He  lived  in 
Philadelphia  until  1851,  when  he  removed  to 
Allegheny  City,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
until  the  year  1859,  when  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Butler.  He  was  for  four  years  a  sol- 
dier in  the  late  Civil  War,  going  as  a  private 
in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-ninth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  afterward  be- 
coming   Captain    of    the    company.      He    was 
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wounded  April  2,  1865,  at  the  taking  of  Fort 
Gregg,  while  acting  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  of 
the  regiment,  for  which  position  his  thorough 
military  training  received  at  the  University  at 
Bonn,  Germany,  had  fitted  him.  After  the 
war  he  was  Prothonotary  of  Butler  County  for 
three  years,  was  later  Census  Enumerator,  and 
has  held  various  minor  offices.  He  married 
Rachel  Meyers,  also  a  native  of  Wittenberg. 
Her  father,  Jacob  Meyers,  came  from  Ger- 
many in  1832,  and  settled  in  Oakland  town- 
ship, Butler  County,  where  he  carried  on  a 
farm.  He  served  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  was 
wounded  three  times  He  died  at  his  home 
in  Butler  County  at  the  age  of  eighty-four;  and 
his  wife,  Mrs.  Rachel  M.  Bippus,  surviving 
him,  died  January  3,  1897,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years.  They  had  eight  children,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living:  Jacob;  Matthew;  Samuel 
M.  ;  Dr.  Christian  C.  ;  Lida  ;  and  Emma,  wife 
of  Henry  Heydrick.  The  two  eldest,  now  de- 
ceased, were  Catharine  and  John. 

Christian  C.  Bippus  was  brought  up  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  district  schools.  He  attended  Prince- 
ton and  later  the  University  of  Ohio  at  Co- 
lumbus, where  he  was  graduated  in  1886. 
His  professional  knowledge  was  obtained  at 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
received  his  diploma  in  1889.  Since  he 
opened  his  office  in  Allegheny  City,  he  has 
been  able  to  build  up  a  large  general  practice, 
having  been  successful  from  the  first. 

Dr.  Bippus  is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Medical  Society  and  the  State  Medical 
Society.  He  is  connected  also  with  the  Junior 
Order  of  American  Mechanics,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Control  of  Allegheny.  On 
February  18,  1896,  he  married  Miss  Kathryn 
M.  Stewart,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Stewart,  of 
Pittsburg.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bippus  are  both 
members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 


HARLES  C.  MEREDITH,  M.D., 
a  rising  young  physician  of  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  was  born  in  Fairmont,  W. 
Va.,  December  13,  1866,  son  of  F.  M.  and 
Louisa  (Cleland)  Meredith.  William  Mere- 
dith, the  Doctor's  paternal  grandfather,  was 
brought  from  Wales  to  America  by  his  par- 
ents, and  was  but  three  years  of  age  when  they 
settled  in  Fairmont.  His  son,  Mr.  F.  M. 
Meredith,  was  born  in  Fairmont,  and  was  a 
lifelong  resident  of  that  place.  He  married 
Miss  Louisa  Cleland.  Of  this  union  were 
born  six  children,  as  follows:  Flora  May,  who 
resides  at  home;  Charles  Clyde,  of  Pittsburg; 
Harry  Brady,  of  Fairmont,  W.  Va.  ;  Desiree, 
the  wife  of  Bruce  Hill;  Ella;  and  Ruby. 

Charles  Clyde,  the  elder  son  and  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  pursued  his  elementary 
studies  at  the  common  schools  and  at  the  State 
Normal  School  in  Fairmont.  He  graduated 
from  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  in 
i88g,  and  engaged  in  the  drug  business  for 
about  two  years.  Deciding  at  this  time  to 
study  medicine,  he  took  his  first  preparatory 
course  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons at  Baltimore,  Md.,  afterward  going  to 
Pittsburg,  and  graduating  from  the  medical 
department  of  the  Western  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  spring  of  1893.  Upon 
receiving  his  degree.  Dr.  Meredith  located 
on  Third  Avenue  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg, 
where  he  has  since  engaged  in  general  prac- 
tice. He  is  a  member  of  the  Elks,  the  Hep- 
tasophs,  and  of  other  fraternal  orders.  In 
politics  he  is  an  Independent. 


AMUEL  J.  HAYES,  M.S.A., 
D.D.  S. ,  one  of  the  older  dentists 
of  Pittsburg,  lately  passed  away, 
was  born  near  Johnstown,  Cambria  County, 
Pa.,  June  22,  1833,  son   of  Warren  and  Mary 
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(Bowser)  Hayes.  He  was  of  Scotch  ancestry, 
and  a  grandson  on  the  paternal  side  of  Pliny 
Flayes,  who  served  as  a  surgeon  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  The  grandfather  afterward 
practised  medicine,  and  also  carried  on  a  fac- 
tory for  the  manufacture  of  wooden  bowls. 
He  died  probably  about  1S13.  He  was  a  man 
of  fine  physique,  standing  six  feet,  two  inches 
in  height,  and  possessed  a  strong  will.  His 
son,  Warren,  father  of  Samuel  J.,  was  born 
in  Luzerne  County,  Pennsylvania.  Warren 
Hayes  served  in  the  War  of  18 12,  and  after 
the  close  of  that  struggle  moved  to  Cambria 
County,  where  he  established  a  wooden  bowl 
factory,  and  also  engaged  in  farming,  owning 
there  a  farm  of  about  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres.  He  married  Mary  Bowser,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Cambria  County;  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  five  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  three  are  now  living.    • 

Samuel  J.  Hayes  spent  his  youth  on  his 
father's  farm,  attending  the  common  schools 
until  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  then  entered 
Mount  Pleasant  College,  at  which  he  subse- 
quently graduated.  After  his  graduation  he 
began  teaching  in  public  schools,  and  later 
became  principal  successively  of  various 
academical  and  normal  schools,  his  pedagogic 
career  in  Westmoreland  County  extending  over 
a  period  of  about  twelve  years.  In  the  mean- 
while he  studied  for  the  Baptist  ministry,  and 
in  due  time  was  ordained.  He  then  for  six 
years  performed  ministerial  duties  as  pastor 
of  the  Baptist  church  at  Lewisburg,  but  was 
subsequently  obliged  to  resign  this  position 
and  give  up  the  ministry  on  account  of  a 
bronchial  affection  from  which  he  suffered. 
Not  discouraged,  he  took  up  the  study  of  den- 
tistry, to  which  he  applied  the  energies  of  a 
powerful  mind  backed  by  an  earnest  purpose  to 
achieve  something  more  than  a  mediocre  stand- 
ing in  that  rapidly  advancing  profession ;  and 


that  his  efforts  were  crowned  with  success  the 
results  of  his  thirty  years'  professional  life 
bear  ample  testimony. 

To  Dr.    Hayes    belongs  the    credit    of    dis- 
covering the   true,    fundamental   principles  of 
anaesthesia,  namely  :  that  there  can  be  no  true 
anaesthetic   without    sufficient    free    oxygen    as 
the    chief    component   element    to    supply  red 
corpuscles  of  blood,    support    combustion,  and 
sustain     life;    that    the     subordinate    element 
must    be    a     suitable    narcotic    liquid,    asso- 
ciated   with    the  atmospheric  air,    or    the    at- 
mospheric   air    surcharged    with    pure    oxygen 
in    sufficient    quantity    to    normally  oxygenate 
the  blood;  that  the  combination   of  these  ele- 
ments must  be  so  proportioned  from   the  be- 
ginning of  the  anaesthetic  condition  to  the  end 
as  not  to  produce  a  shock  from  the  chemical 
and   pathological   effect  of    the  narcotic  drug; 
that  anaesthesia  is  a  physiological  condition   in 
which   the  force   and   functions  of   life  are    in 
continuance       under       certain       modifications 
caused    by    the    narcotizing    of    the    muscular 
tissues  and   nerve  filaments,    thus   preventing 
norma!  circulation  in  the  sensory  nerves;  that 
the   usual   definitions    of    anaesthesia  are    mis- 
leading, as  they  imperfectly  express  the  true 
physiological   and  pathological   conditions    in- 
volved; that   what   are   commonly  called   local 
anaesthetics    are    simply  pain    obtundents,  the 
state  produced    by  them   being  very  similar   to 
that    caused  by  the  compression   of    a    closely 
tied   string  around  any  member  of   the   body; 
that  nitrous-oxide  gas,  formerly  so  extensively 
used  in  the  dental  profession,  is  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  an  asphyxiant,  as  it  contains  no 
free  oxygen  to  sustain   life  and   support   com- 
bustion ;  and  that  there  can  be  no  death  from 
true  anaesthesia  properly    produced,    it    being 
always  due  either  to  asphyxia  or  to  a  powerful 
shock    from    the     chemical    and    pathological 
effect  of  the  drug  used. 
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With  these  principles  as  a  basis  Dr.  Hayes 
invented,  perfected,  and  patented  a  new 
process  of  applying  anaesthetics,  the  patents 
being  owned  and  the  business  conducted  by  the 
Hayes  Dental  Company,  of  which  the  Doctor 
was  president,  and  which  was  organized  in 
1890,  with  the  headquarters  at  Chicago  and 
Pittsburg.  On  the  incorporation  of  the  com- 
pany he  gave  up  his  ofifice  and  devoted  most  of 
his  time  to  pushing  the  business  interests  of 
the  firm.  He  also  edited  the  journal  called 
Dental  and  Surgical  Microcosm,  published  by 
the  company  quarterly,  and  devoted  to  the  sub- 
ject of  anaesthesia.  For  many  years  also  he 
was  engaged  in  other  journalistic  work,  pub- 
lishing the  Connellsville  Tribune,  a  Republi- 
can paper.  Besides  this  he  carried  on  a  busi- 
ness in  general  merchandise.  He  lectured 
largely  before  medical  and  dental  schools 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  wrote  ex- 
haustively on  the  subject  of  anaesthesia  for 
the  dental  and  medical  journals  of  the  Univer- 
sities of  Michigan,  Pennsylvana,  and  Mary- 
land, and  for  other  famous  institutions  of 
learning.  In  the  midst  of  his  usefulness  he 
was  called  away  by  death,  dying  June  18, 
1897,  from  cancer  of  the  liver,  a  disease  from 
which  he  had  suffered  for  several  months. 
His  beloved  pastor  fittingly  said  of  him  at  his 
funeral  service,  "whose  early  professional  life 
was  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  soul,  and 
whose  later  years  to  the  alleviation  of  human 
suffering. " 

Dr.  Hayes  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  in  maidenhood  Miss  S.  Ella  Ashcom, 
of  Ligonier,  Pa.  She  bore  him  three  daugh- 
ters and  one  son,  namely :  Cora,  who  married 
John  F.  Ammend  ;  Mollie  R.,  wife  of  George 
W.  Morrison;  Kate  B.,  who  lives  at  the  fam- 
ily residence;  and  William  Warren,  who  died 
July  12,  1893.  The  last  named  was  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  dental  department  of  the  University 


of  Maryland,  and  had  taken  charge  of  his 
father's  practice  when  summoned  by  the  hand 
of  death.  Some  time  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  Dr.  Hayes  married  Mary  Frances 
Reddington,  formerly  of  the  Pittsburg  Female 
College.  Dr.  Hayes  was  a  member  of  the 
Fourth  Avenue  Baptist  Church.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  Society 
and  of  other  dental  associations,  and  of  Fort 
Ligonier  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. 


OHN  A.  HAWKINS,  M.D.,*  one  of 
the  younger  physicians  of  Allegheny, 
was  born  in  this  city,  January  28, 
1866,  son  of  Joseph  H.  and  Annie  M.  (Kess- 
ler)  Hawkins.  Robert  Hawkins,  the  progen- 
itor of  this  family,  was  born  in  Lancaster 
County,  England,  in  1695.  He  emigrated  to 
Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1715,  and  settled  near 
Havre  de  Grace.  He  had  four  sons  —  Thomas, 
William,  Robert,  and  Richard,  all  of  whom 
fought  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Robert 
Hawkins,  Jr.,  was  killed  at  Valley  Forge. 
William  Hawkins,  from  whom  the  Doctor  is 
descended,  settled  in  the  South. 

Joseph  A.  Hawkins,  the  grandfather  of  Dr. 
Hawkins,  was  a  native  of  Virginia  and  a  car- 
penter by  trade.  He  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
one,  leaving  a  large  family.  His  son,  Joseph 
H.,  was  a  carpenter  and  a  school-teacher.  He 
served  three  years  as  a  Confederate  soldier, 
being  in  the  "Hardy  Blues"  and  in  Ashley's 
cavalry,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run.  He  died  in  West  Virginia  in  1884,  at 
the  age  of  forty-three.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Christian  church,  as  is  his  wife,  who  sur- 
vives him,  residing  with  her  son  John.  She 
is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Of  their  seven 
children  four  are  now  living  —  John  A., 
William,  Joseph,  and  Edward  C. 

John  A.  Hawkins  in  his  boyhood  attended 


JAMES    LITTLE. 
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the  Second  Ward  School  of  Allegheny,  and 
then  learned  the  trade  of  brass  finishing,  to 
raise  funds  with  which  to  continue  his  educa- 
tion. He  entered  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Medical  College,  and  was  graduated  in  March, 
1892.  Since  that  time  he  has  built  up  a  good 
general  practice.  He  is  especially  interested 
in  surgery  and  in  rectal,  genito-urinary  dis- 
eases. In  March,  1891,  he  married  Miss 
Allice  Perrett,  daughter  of  John  H.  Perrett. 
He  has  two  children  —  Mamie  and  Genevieve. 
Dr.  Hawkins  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church.  He  is  connected  with  the  Allegheny 
County  Medical  Society,  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  and  the  West  Penn  Alumni 
Club.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Bellevue 
Blue  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  ;  of  the  Gourgas 
Lodge  of  Perfection ;  and  the  Pennsylvania 
Consistory,  S.  P.  R.  S. ,  thirty-second   degree. 


'AMES  LITTLE,  a  retired  carpenter 
and  builder,  and  an  old  resident  of 
Pittsburg,  was  born  February  2,  18 19, 
in  the  County  Tyrone,  near  Crookstown,  Ire- 
land, son  of  David  and  Margaret  (McCarthy) 
Little.  He  comes  of  an  old  and  prominent 
family  of  the  north  of  Ireland.  His  grand- 
father, James  Little,  was  a  farmer  and  a  Pres- 
byterian. The  father,  born  in  County  Tyrone 
in  1782,  lived  a  quiet  farmer's  life  in  the 
County  Derry,  where  he  died  in  January, 
1896,  at  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  years,  probably  the  oldest  man  of 
his  generation.  He  retained  all  his  faculties 
throughout  his  long  and  vigorous  old  age,  and, 
until  a  week  previous  to  his  death,  was  able 
to  attend  personally  to  all  his  wants.  He  had 
six  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  there 
are  living:  James,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Matilda,  now  Mrs.  Alston;  Jane,  the  widow 
of   Samuel  Miller,  late   of   Ireland;   Margaret, 


the  wife  of  William  Clemens,  also  of  Ireland; 
and  William,  now  residing  in  Ireland.  The 
parents  were  Episcopalians. 

Young  James  Little  was  brought  up  on  his 
grandfather's  farm,  receiving  his  schooling  in 
his  native  county.  In  the  year  1838  he  sailed 
for  America,  designing  to  come  to  Pittsburg. 
After  a  long  and  tedious  voyage  of  four  weeks' 
duration  he  reached  New  York  only  to  find 
that  a  portion  of  the  canal  to  Pittsburg  had 
been  swept  away.  He  arrived  in  Pittsburg 
after  an  eight  days'  journey  by  wagon  and 
canal.  Here  he  entered  into  an  apprentice- 
ship to  Mr.  Vogdes,  who  was  then  erecting 
the  first  court-house  in  Pittsburg,  on  which 
the  young  mechanic  did  his  first  work.  From 
that  time  until  about  1848  he  worked  under 
the  best  builders  in  the  city,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  years  which  he  spent  in  Toronto, 
Canada.  After  1848  he  carried  on  his  exten- 
sive and  ever-increasing  business  without  a 
partner,  his  principal  work  being  on  the  beau- 
tiful residences  of  the  East  End.  He  erected 
the  Fifth  Ward  school  building,  and  he  is  the 
builder  and  owner  of  certain  brick  blocks  on 
Wylie  Avenue. 

In  1847  Mr.  Little  married  Miss  Nancy 
Paul,  daughter  of  William  Paul,  a  well-known 
contractor  of  Pittsburg.  Thirteen  children 
were  born  to  them,  of  whom  but  five  are  now 
living.  His  daughter  Margaret,  now  the 
widow  of  Richard  G.  Watson,  has  made  her 
home  with  her  father  since  her  husband's 
death.  He  has  many  grand-children  to  cheer 
him  in  his  declining  years.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Little  have  been  members  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  church  for  many  years.  Mr. 
Little  has  been  identified  with  the  Session 
from  its  start,  and  he  assisted  in  the  erection 
of  the  present  Fifth  United  Presbyterian 
Church  edifice,  corner  of  Webster  Avenue  and 
Washington  Street.     It  is  interesting  to  note 
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that  Mr.  Little,  now  a  man  of  position  and 
affluence  in  Pittsburg,  owes  his  present  inde- 
pendence of  fortune  entirely  to  his  own  honest 
exertions  and  business  ability. 


lURTIS  G.  HUSSEY,  M.D.,*  who 
was  largely  interested  in  copper 
mines  and  copper  smelting  at  the 
time  of  the  first  discovery  of  the  ore  in  the 
Lake  Superior  regions,  was  born  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  town  of  York,  Pa.,  in  August, 
1802.  His  ancestry  is  traced  back  to  Chris- 
topher Hussey,  who  was  born  in  England  in 
1595  or  1596,  came  to  America  in  1630,  and 
was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Hampton, 
N.  H.,  in  1639.  He  died  there  in  1686.  His 
son  Stephen  settled  in  Nantucket. 

The  Doctor's  faith  was  that  of  his  fore- 
fathers, and  he  was  associated  with  the  gentle 
sect  of  Quakers  throughout  his  life.  His 
early  youth  was  spent  upon  his  father's  farm 
in  Ohio,  his  education  being  obtained  in  the 
district  school  during  the  short  winter  season. 
His  medical  studies  were  pursued  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  Ohio,  under  the  instruction  •  of  a 
well-known  physician ;  and  in  the  year  1825 
he  established  himself  as  a  practitioner  in 
Morgan  County,  Indiana,  following  his  profes- 
sion with  great  success  for  the  next  ten  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  with  a  capital  of  sev- 
eral thousand  dollars,  he  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business,  conducting  a  general  store, 
which  proved  entirely  successful ;  and  to  this 
he  added  other  lucrative  enterprises,  among 
them  the  curing,  packing,  and  shipping  of 
pork.  In  1829  he  represented  his  district  in 
the  State  legislature,  but  declined  a  second 
nomination,  pleading  pressure  of  business. 

He  was  married  in  1S39,  and,  removing  to 
Pittsburg,  here  spent  the  next  four  or  five 
years    in    the    pork-packing    business.      About 


the  year  1843  copper  was  first  discovered  on 
the  shores  of  Lake  Superior;  and  in  1844, 
after  carefully  investigating  the  situation,  Dr. 
Hussey,  in  company  with  others,  organized 
the  Pittsburg  and  Boston  Mining  Company. 
The  first  mines  owned  by  the  corporation  were 
located  at  Copper  Harbor.  Those  at  Eagle 
River  were  afterward  opened  up;  and  here  the 
famous  Cliff  Mine  was  operated  by  the  com- 
pany. Dr.  Charles  Avery,  the  first  president, 
died  in  1858,  and  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Hus- 
sey, who  continued  at  the  head  of  the  company 
until  the  winding  up  of  its  business,  which 
took  place  between  1870  and  1879.  These 
mines  had  shown  a  profit  of  two  million,  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars  upon  a  capital  of 
sixty  thousand  dollars.  Dr.  Hussey  took  the 
greatest  interest  in  the  smelting  process,  and 
invented  a  furnace  with  a  movable  top,  which 
allowed  the  smelting  of  large  masses  of  ore. 
This  simple  invention  proved  entirely  success- 
ful and  most  valuable  to  the  mines.  The 
Pittsburg  Copper  and  Ikass  Rolling  Mills  and 
Smelting  Works,  located  on  the  Monongahela 
River,  which  were  the  first  American  copper 
mills,  were  put  into  operation  by  the  Doctor, 
and  were  owned  solely  by  him  until  the  time 
of  his  death  in  1893,  the  products  being  intro- 
duced into  the  market  by  the  house  of  C.  G. 
Hussey  &  Co.  His  ingenuity  was  proved  b}' 
yet  another  perfected  method.  He  was  the 
first  manufacturer  to  make  crucible  cast  steel 
in  quantities  and  of  the  best  quality.  He 
called  his  process  the  "direct  process,"  and  it 
proved  successful  in  every  way.  His  son,  C. 
Curtis  Hussey,  inherited  his  ability  and  tact, 
and  was  associated  with  him  in  business  at  an 
early  age,  and  at  length  became  chief  manager 
of  the  concern.      He  died  in  1884. 

Dr.  Plussey  and  Mr.  Shaw  were  the  chief 
founders  of  the  Observatory,  which  became  a 
part  of  the  Western   University  of   Pennsylva- 
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nia  in  1868.  The  School  of  Design  for 
Women  was  also  founded  by  the  Doctor,  and 
he  was  the  first  president  of  this  famous  insti- 
tution. The  welfare  of  Pittsburg  interested 
him  closely  throughout  his  long  residence 
here,  and  his  business  successes  made  it  pos- 
sible for  him  to  add  much  to  the  city's  pros- 
perity. 


(s^OHN  P.  McCORD,  M.D.,*  a  promi- 
nent physician  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  was 
born  in  this  city,  January  6,  1840,  son 
of  John  A.  and  Letitia  (Anderson)  McCord. 
He  is  of  Scotch  ancestry,  his  paternal  grand- 
father, John  B.  McCord,  having  been  de- 
scended from  one  of  the  old  Covenanters  that 
fled  from  Scotland  to  Ireland  in  the  seven- 
teenth century. 

John  B.  McCord  was  born  and  reared  in  Ire- 
land, being  there  engaged  in  farming.  From 
his  brother  William,  who,  as  a  merchant  in 
Cookstown,  Ireland,  accumulated  consider- 
able property,  he  inherited  quite  a  sum  of 
money;  and  in  1820  he  came  with  his  family 
to  America,  his  son,  John  A.,  being  at  that 
time  but  eight  years  of  age. 

John  A.  McCord  was  for  nearly  forty  years 
a  noted  teacher  of  this  county,  living  most  of 
the  time  in  Pittsburg,  where  he  served  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  fifteen  years.  He  died  in 
April,  1896,  his  wife,  Letitia,  a  native  of 
this  city,  surviving  him.  Of  their  thirteen 
children  eight  are  now  living.  Three  sons 
became-  physicians  and  one  a  lawyer.  Dr. 
William  C.  McCord  died  in  Glenwood,  Pa., 
in  1893;  and  Charles  W.  McCord,  who  was  a 
prominent  attorney  in  Denver,  Col.,  died  in 
that  city  in  1890. 

John  P.  McCord  grew  to  manhood  in  Wash- 
ington County,  this  State,  obtaining  his  early 
education  in  the  common  school  and  the  Nor- 


mal School  of  West  Middletown,  where  he 
subsequently  followed  the  profession  of  a 
teacher  four  years.  After  the  outbreak  of  the 
Rebellion  he  enlisted  to  serve  in  defence  of 
his  country  in  Company  B,  Tenth  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserves,  remaining  with  his  regiment 
until  May,  1864,  when  he  was  disabled  while 
aiding  in  laying  pontoons  over  the  Rappahan- 
nock, and  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
service.  Resuming  his  former  vocation  for  a 
time,  he  afterward  entered  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  1 87 1,  having,  however,  previously  prac- 
tised medicine  to  some  extent.  Dr.  McCord 
was  for  two  years  a  practitioner  in  Knoxville, 
Jefferson  County,  coming  thence  to  Pittsburg, 
where  he  has  since  continued  in  active  prac- 
tice, having  from  the  first  had  the  confidence 
of  the  community  in  which  he  located. 

Public-spirited,  able,  and  progressive,  he 
has  long  had  a  place  of  influence  in  political 
and  social  circles.  He  has  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party  since  casting  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln. 
For  the  past  six  years  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Pittsburg  Board  of  Health.  He  has 
served  two  terms  in  the  Select  and  one  in  the 
Common  Council,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education.  Fie  is  connected  by 
membership  with  the  Allegheny  County  Med- 
ical Society  and  the  Pittsburg  Obstetric  So- 
ciety, and  is  surgeon-in-chief  of  the  P.  & 
L.  E.  Railway  Company.  He  is  likewise  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  of  the  Order 
of  Elks,  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum, of  the  K.  of  G.  E.,  and  of  the  A.  M. 

In  1865  Dr.  McCord  married  Miss  Kate 
Jeffrey,  who  died  in  1881,  having  borne  him 
three  children,  as  follows:  John  A.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  while  attending  school 
at  Wilmington,  Del.;  Minnie,  who  died  in 
infancy;  and  Wilhelmina  C,  who  is  a  teacher 
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in   Pittsburg.      In    1882    the    Doctor    married 
Miss  Martlia  J.  Liddy,  of  McKeesport,  Pa. 


'AMUEL  U.  TRENT,*  of  the  firm 
of  Young  &  Trent,  attorneys-at-law, 
423  Diamond  Street,  Pittsburg,  is  a 
native  of  Somerset,  this  State,  where  he  was 
born  February  18,  1854.  His  parents  were 
Urias  and  Harriet  (Ernst)  Trent,  both  natives 
of  this  State. 

The  Trent  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
Commonwealth,  William  Trent,  the  founder 
in  this  country,  coming  over  with  William 
Penn,  and  settling  in  Philadelphia,  where  he 
was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
In  18 1 2  he  removed  to  New  Jersey,  settling 
in  Trenton,  which  still  bears  his  name.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  Speakers  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania House  of  Representatives,  and  the  first 
Speaker  of  the  New  Jersey  House.  He  was 
also  first  Chief  Justice  of  New  Jersey. 

His  son  was  Major  William  Trent,  of  Revo- 
lutionary fame.  When  Washington  made  his 
first  report  to  Governor  Dinwiddle,  young 
William  Trent  was  appointed  by  the  Governor 
to  build  the  first  fort  at  the  fork  of  the  Alle- 
gheny and  Monongahela  Rivers.  Afterward 
he  served  with  distinction  in  the  war,  and  was 
made  Major  by  act  of  Congress.  He  operated 
in  Western  Pennsylvania  with  the  Indians; 
and  Pontiac  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations 
deeded  to  him,  for  himself  and  in  trust  for 
others,  three  million,  five  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  land  between  the  Monongahela  and 
Kanawha  Rivers.  This  was  afterward  lost 
through  repudiation  by  the  State  of  Virginia 
of  the  act  of  their  representative.  Major 
Trent  afterward  removed  to  Carlisle,  and  be- 
came Judge  of  the  Court  of  Cumberland 
County. 

Major  Trent's  grandson  was  the  Rev.  Sam- 


uel Trent,  born  in  Pennsylvania.  Early  in 
life  he  became  a  contractor,  and  helped  to 
build  a  number  of  the  old  Pennsylvania  turn- 
pikes, and  also  the  Cumberland  Plank  Road. 
He  became  a  clergyman  of  the  Christian 
church.  His  son  Urias,  father  of  Mr.  Sam- 
uel U.  Trent,  spent  his  life  in  Somerset  as  a 
farmer,  dying  there  in  March,  1895.  He  was 
a  Deacon  in  the  Christian  church.  Although 
interested  in  all  public  affairs,  he  always  re- 
fused to  hold  office.  His  wife  survives  him. 
They  had  a  family  of  five  daughters  and  four 
sons  —  Jennie,  Samuel  U. ,  Mary,  Ezra,  Nor- 
man, Emma,  Wilson,  Mabel,  Estella.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Samuel  U.  Trent 
was  Samuel  Ernst,  who  came  from  Holland, 
and  settled  at  Berlin,  Pa. 

Samuel  U.  Trent  was  brought  up  on  his 
father's  farm,  where  he  worked  during  his 
school  vacations.  He  attended  the  district 
schools  and  various  academies,  and  fitted  for 
college.  While  pursuing  his  course  at  Cor- 
nell University,  he  taught  school  for  a  num- 
ber of  terms.  Later  he  was  principal  of  the 
Somerset  schools,  of  the  teachers'  Normal 
School,  and  for  two  years  principal  of  the 
Peoria  (111.)  schools.  He  began  reading  law 
with  General  William  H.  Koontz,  of  Somer- 
set, in  1876,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1878, 
began  practice  in  his  native  town;  and  a  few 
years  after  he  was  elected  Prothonotary  and 
Clerk  of  Courts  of  the  county.  Mr.  Trent 
came  to  Pittsburg  in  18S6,  and  for  the  past 
ten  years  has  made  his  home  at  the  East  End. 
In  1890  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
present  associate,  Mr.  J.  S.  Young. 

On  November  22,  1S82,  Mr.  Trent  was 
married  to  Miss  Marion  Kernan,  of  Somerset, 
daughter  of  Edmund  and  P>.ebecca  (Elarl) 
Kernan.  One  son,  Edmund,  has  been  born  to 
them.  Mr.  Trent  is  a  member  of  Somerset 
Lodge,   No.   358,   A.    F.   &  A.    M.,   and   is  a 
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thirty-second  degree  Mason  in  the  Scottish 
Rites.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum  and  of  the  Supreme  Council.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  politics,  and  has  made  a 
number  of  campaign   speeches. 


'AMES  McCLURG  GUFFEY,*  of 
Pittsburg,  probably  the  largest  individ- 
ual producer  of  natural  oil  and  gas  in 
this  country,  was  born  in  Sewickley  township, 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa.  He  is  of  Scotch 
descent,  and  his  ancestors  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  where 
they  located  in  Colonial  times,  probably  about 
1750;  and  the  family  has  since  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
State.  Perhaps  none  of  its  members  have 
done  more  to  develop  the  natural  resources  of 
the  State  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and,  after 
pursuing  a  commercial  course  of  study,  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the 
office  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Louisville 
&  Nashville  Railroad  Company  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  where  he  was  employed  for  many  years. 
He  left  the  service  of  the  railroad  to  take 
a  position  with  the  Adams  Southern  Express 
Company  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  but  returned 
to  Pennsylvania  in  1870  to  engage  in  the 
petroleum  business  as  a  producer.  In  1883 
he  went  to  the  oil  fields  of  the  northern  part 
of  the  State,  and  later  he  came  to  Pitts- 
burg. He  is  now  interested  in  natural  gas 
as  well  as  oil  products.  Possessed  of  re- 
markable executive  ability,  he  is  an  excellent 
manager;  and  his  enormous  business  is  carried 
on  with  comparative  smoothness  and  ease.  He 
employs  a  large  number  of  men  in  his  busi- 
ness, and  is  respected  and  liked  by  all.  Mr. 
Guffey  is  an  ardent  Democrat,   and   takes  an 


active  part  in    local   politics,  both   from   prin- 
ciple and  for  recreation. 


^s^AMES  MACLEAN  SHIELDS,*  attor- 
ney and  counsellor  at  law,  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  born  in  this  city,  son  of 
William  and  Susanna  J.  (Maclean)  Shields. 
His  paternal  grandfather  was  Peter  Shields, 
who  came  from  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  at 
Shields  Mills.  A  millwright  and  surveyor, 
he  owned  and  operated  a  grist-mill  and  a  saw- 
mill on  Raccoon  Creek,  Beaver  County. 

His  son,  William  Shields,  father  of  Mr. 
James  M.  Shields,  was  born  in  September, 
1823.  He  grew  up  on  the  home  farm,  and  re- 
mained there  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age, 
when  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Thomas 
Melton,  acting  as  clerk  and  reading  law  with 
him.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  then 
remained  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Melton  until  the 
latter  was  elected  to  the  bench.  Mr.  Shields 
was  an  active  and  honored  member  of  the 
Pennsylvania  bar,  and  was  a  gallant  soldier  in 
the  war  for  the  Union,  being  at  first  in  the 
Second  West  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  afterward,  on  account  of  inability  to  en- 
dure the  marches,  being  transferred  to  the 
artillery. 

William  Shields's  wife,  the  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Pittsburg, 
on  the  corner  of  Sixth  Street  and  Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue,  about  where  Duquesne  Theo- 
logical University  now  stands.  Her  father, 
James  Maclean,  was  of  that  Scotch-Irish  an- 
cestry from  which  so  many  of  the  citizens  of 
Western  Pennsylvania  are  descended.  He 
was  born  in  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  and,  as 
a  young  man,  came  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
married  Sarah  McLain.  They  drove  in 
wagons  across  the  mountains  on  their  wedding 
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journey,  intending  to  go  to  Kentucky,  but,  on 
account  of  the  low  stage  of  the  water,  remain- 
ing here.  They  arrived  about  1819;  and  Mr. 
Maclean  engaged  in  business,  becoming  a 
prominent  man,  and  doing  a  large  wholesale 
and  retail  business.  For  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying the  canal  workmen  he  moved  to  the 
corner  of  Eleventh  and  Penn  Streets,  buying 
the  only  brick  house  there,  which  was  then 
outside  the  city  limits.  He  retired  from  busi- 
ness sonie  ten  years  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  September,  1854,  he  being  then 
in  his  fifty-ninth  year.  Mr.  Maclean  was  one 
of  the  School  Directors,  and  was  active  in  all 
the  affairs  of  the  old  borough,  and  also  of  the 
city  after  the  borough  was  admitted.  He  was 
a  devoted  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church.  His  wife  lived  until  1873  on  the 
old  homestead.  Susanna  J.  Maclean  lived  at 
home  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage  with 
Mr.  Shields.  She  is  a  devoted  member  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church,  and  is  a  woman 
of  great  strength  of  character. 

Mr.  James  Maclean  Shields  is  an  only 
child.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Pittsburg  and  in  the  Central 
High  School,  and  later,  on  account  of  not 
being  strong,  took  private  lessons,  and  pre- 
pared for  preliminary  examinations  for  the 
bar.  He  then  entered  the  office  of  Robb  & 
McClung,  the  latter  being  now  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  February  i, 
1879,  began  reading  law  with  Bruce  &  Negley, 
and  with  W.  K.  Jennings,  whose  office  was 
adjoining.  In  March,  1882,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  by  examination  at  court,  and  re- 
mained in  the  same  office  for  a  year,  practis- 
ing law  for  himself.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
was  formed  the  partnership  of  Bruce,  Negley 
&  Shields,  which  continued  until  1S87,  when 
Major  Negley  retired.  From  that  date  until 
1893  the  firm  was  Bruce  &   Shields,  and  since 


1893  Mr.  Shields  has  been  alone.  His  prac- 
tice is  confined  to  civil  cases,  and  he  has 
made  a  special  study  of  municipal  law.  At 
the  present  time  Mr.  Shields  is  attorney  for 
the  Citizens'  Municipal  League  of  Pittsburg. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  dozen  members  who 
organized  the  league  for  the  purpose  of  oppos- 
ing corrupt  politics.  The  other  gentlemen 
were  George  W.  Outline,  David  D.  Bruce, 
Otto  Herron,  Oliver  McClintock,  George  K. 
Stevenson,  A.  P.  Burchfield,  W.  A.  Blake, 
R.  A.  -Stevenson,  George  B.  Logan,  and 
E.  H.  Dermitt.  From  this  small  beginning 
the  organization  has  increased  to  a  body  of 
nineteen  hundred  members,  and  wields  a 
powerful  and  purifying  influence  on  the  poli- 
tics of  the  city.  Mr.  Shields  was  also  attor- 
ney in  the  Lexow  Commission  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, his  associate  being  Mr.  J.  M.  Stoner. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny  County  Bar 
Association,  an  exclusive  society  of  attorneys, 
and  charter  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Bar  Association,  one  of  the  leading  associa- 
tions of  the  State.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  Phoenix  Glass  Com- 
pany, and  is  interested  in  different  manufact- 
uring and  corporative  concerns.  In  politics 
Mr.  Shields  is  a  Republican,  fully  believing 
in  Republican  principles;  and  he  has  often 
been  a  speaker  in  behalf  of  reform  movements. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
since  1878,  and  is  still  an  active  worker  in 
that  society. 

Mr.  Shields's  wife  v/as  before  marriage 
Miss  Fannie  W.  Dicken,  of  Pittsburg.  She 
is  the  mother  of  two  children  —  Harold  M. 
and  Edwin  Bruce.  In  religious  views  Mr. 
Shields  is  Presbyterian;  and  he  is  a  member 
of  East  Liberty  Church,  in  which  he  was  for 
some  time  connected  with  Sunday-school 
work.  In  1S93  he  bought  a  beautiful  resi- 
dence at  the  P!ast  End  of   Pittsburg.      He  has 
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a  remarkably  fine  library,  containing  not  only 
many  tomes  of  law  works,  but  books  on 
science,  literature,  and  art. 


(^OHN  E.  COOK,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
superintendent  of  the  South  Side  Hos- 
pital and  secretary  of  its  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, and  cashier  of  the  South  Side  Gas 
Company,  was  born  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in 
January,  1850.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Rev. 
Charles  G.  and  Catherine  (Fox)  Cook. 

The  family  is  of  German  origin,  and  the 
surname  was  originally  spelled  Koch.  The 
grandfather  of  Mr.  John  E.  Cook  was  John  G. , 
who  was  a  German  Lutheran.  He  came  to 
America,  and  settled  in  this  county  at  Deer 
Creek,  on  the  West  Penn  Railroad,  where  he 
had  a  large  farm.  Grandfather  Cook  was  a 
man  of  great  musical  ability.  He  had  been  a 
church  organist  before  leaving  Germany;  and 
he  brought  with  him  a  piano,  the  first  in  the 
locality  where  he  made  his  new  home.  He 
was  in  good  circumstances,  and  his  children 
were  well  educated.  He  had  a  family  of  five 
sons  and  one  daughter,  the  latest  survivor 
being  Charles  G. ,  who  died  at  his  residence  in 
Cleveland,  August  i,   1897. 

Charles  G.  Cook  was  born  in  Miilhausen, 
Prussia,  February  i,  181 7.  Soon  after  arriv- 
ing in  this  country,  he  left  his  father's  farm, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  wagon-maker,  in  the 
meantime  beginning  to  study  for  the  ministry. 
He  was  subsequently  ordained  as  a  minister 
of  the  Evangelical  Association,  and  was  sent 
to  the  central  part  of  the  State.  He  was  soon 
appointed  an  itinerant  missionary  to  the 
Western  Territories,  now  States,  and  rode 
over  a  circuit  on  horseback,  going  through 
parts  of  Iowa  and  Illinois,  Minnesota,  and  the 
adjoining  territories,  and  seeing  much  of  the 
roughness  of  early  pioneer  life.     He  eventu- 


ally settled  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  became 
editor  of  the  organ  of  the  Evangelical  Associ- 
ation, Der  Botscliafter  [The  Jllcssatgcr),  which 
was  printed  in  both  English  and  German. 
He  founded  the  paper,  and  was  most  success- 
ful in  building  up  its  circulation  and  in  mak- 
ing it  a  valuable  help  in  the  denomination. 
The  close  confinement,  however,  caused  his 
health  to  break  down;  and  he  was  obliged  to 
withdraw  from  editorial  work.  He  went  on 
to  a  farm  in  Illinois,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  again 
went  into  the  ministry.  He  preached  until  a 
few  years  ago,  when  he  retired  and  passed  his 
remaining  years  at  Cleveland.  Active  in  "all 
departments  of  the  church  work,  an  easy, 
forceful,  and  prolific  writer,  he  was  one  of  the 
strong  men  of  the  denomination;  and  but  for 
poor  health  he  would  have  been  made  a 
bishop. 

Some  time  prior  to  1850  he  married  Cather- 
ine, daughter  of  Jacob  P"ox,  an  emigrant  of 
German  and  French  parentage,  who  came  from 
Alsace-Lorraine  when  his  daughter  was  a 
small  girl,  and  settled  in  this  county.  Mrs. 
Catherine  F.  Cook,  who  died  November  29, 
1893,  of  la  grippe,  was  descended  also  from 
old  General  Metzgar,  a  noted  general  of  Ger- 
many and  of  Holland,  who  died  at  Breda, 
France,  leaving  property  valued  at  millions  of 
dollars.  His  ,will  was  concealed  by  the 
mayor  of  the  town,  and  was  lost  sight  of  for 
over  a  hundred  years.  It  is  now  impossible 
to  recover  the  property.  Charles  G.  Cook 
and  his  wife,  Catherine,  had  a  family  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  four  are  living,  namely: 
Priscilla  M.;  John  E.  ;  Charles  A.,  who  is  an 
extensive  real  estate  owner  and  dealer;  and 
Theodore  W.,  a  banker  of  Cleveland. 

John  E.  Cook  received  a  good  public-school 
training  in  Cleveland,  and  after  leaving  school 
studied  nights,  and   made   himself  a   classical 
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scholar.  He  later  entered  Smith's  College  at 
Pittsburg,  and  there  obtained  his  first  knowl- 
edge of  business  methods.  After  leaving  the 
college  he  became  assistant  book-keeper  for 
Hahn  &  Hadley,  wholesale  and  retail  grocers 
of  Allegheny,  and  was  in  their  employ  for  two 
years.  He  then  became  book-keeper  for 
Parker  &  Paul,  lumber  dealers,  starting  at  a 
salary  of  ten  dollars  per  week,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  twelve-month  being  paid  at  the  rate  of 
one  thousand  dollars  a  year.  He  was  with 
this  firm  for  two  years,  until  the  withdrawal  of 
Mr.  Parker,  and  then  went  into  partnership 
with  Messrs.  Miller  &  Paul,  under  the  name 
of  Paul,  Miller  &  Co.  This  was  six  months 
before  Mr.  Cook's  twenty-first  birthday. 

After  a  time  Mr.  Miller  withdrew,  and  the 
firm  became  Paul  &  Cook.  They  bought  prop- 
erty at  the  foot  of  Forty-fifth  Street  on  the 
Allegheny  Valley  Railroad,  and  had  a  lumber 
yard  and  planing-mill,  and  built  a  new  plant, 
Mr.  Cook  having  charge  of  the  office,  books, 
and  finances.  At  the  end  of  tvvo  years,  and 
just  prior  to  the  panic  of  1873,  Mr.  Cook  was 
persuaded  to  form  a  partnership  with  Mr.  L. 
Walter,  one  of  the  most  prominent  lumber 
men  of  Allegheny.  Mr.  Cook  bought  the 
trees,  manufactured  lumber,  and  shipped  it  to 
Pittsburg,  until  the  business  was  closed  out 
in  1874.  He  then  renewed  his  association 
with  Mr.  Paul,  doing  business  under  the  name 
of  Paul,  Cook  &  Co.,  and  was  a  member  of  that 
firm  until  1877,  when  the  business  was  closed 
for  good.  Mr.  Cook  next  went  into  business 
with  Mr.  G.  A.  Mundorff,  who  had  one  of  the 
largest  lumber  trades  on  the  South  Side,  and 
who  was  an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Cook.  Four  years 
later  Mr.  Cook  received  an  offer  from  Wood, 
Perry  &  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  asking  him  to  take 
charge  of  their  city  business.  He  went  to 
Cleveland,  and  was  there  for  four  years,  when 
he  was  obliged  to   return   to   Pittsburg   on   ac- 


count of  his  health.  He  was  again  associated 
with  Mr.  Mundorff  until  1887,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  with  the  South  Side  Gas 
Company,  in  charge  of  the  office  and  as 
cashier. 

Mr.  Cook  has  always  been  interested  in  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  his  sympathy  with  this 
profession  has  led  him  to  take  great  interest 
in  hospital  work.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  South  Side  Hos- 
pital for  five  years,  also  its  secretary;  and  in 
1896  he  was  appointed  acting  superintendent. 
So  satisfactory  was  his  management  that  he 
was  subsequently  elected  superintendent. 
The  South  Side  Hospital  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  appointed  in  the  county,  and  has  a 
monthly  average  of  from  forty  to  sixty  pa- 
tients, Mr.  Cook  has  an  assistant,  but  upon 
himself  devolves  the  entire  responsibility  of 
the  management;  and  he  regulates  the  policy 
and  methods  of  the  institution  as  well  as  the 
finances. 

Mr.  Cook  has  never  been  active  in  politics, 
but  has  taken  great  interest  in  the  Junior 
A.  O.  U.  M.,  and  has  been  a  member  and  sec- 
retary of  the  Advisory  Association,  and  has 
represented  his  council  in  the  State  Council. 
It  was  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  Advisory  Asso- 
ciation at  the  time  Mr.  Cook  was  its  secre- 
tary that  Colonel  William  A.  Stone  was  in- 
duced to  put  forward  the  emigration  bill 
known  as  Stone's  Bill.  The  compulsory  ed- 
ucation bill  was  also  among  those  put  forward 
at  this  time.  Mr.  Cook  is  a  devoted  member 
of  Walton  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  for  a  number  of  years  trustee  of  the  so- 
ciety; but  stress  of  other  business  caused  him 
to  resign. 

On  April  12,  1877,  Mr.  Cook  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Nannie  Ballard,  of 
Punxsutawney,  Pa.,  descendant  of  one  of  the 
old  families,  that  of  Jacob  Hoover,  who  owned 
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almost  all  of  Punxsutawney,  and  is  connected 
with  Judge  Mitchell's  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cook  have  three  children:  Charles  Ballard, 
now  in  the  high  school;  Nellie  Amy;  and 
William  E.  Mr.  Cook  has  made  his  home  at 
the  South  Side,  Pittsburg,  for  the  past  twelve 
years,  and  has  been  prominently  connected 
with  the  business  and  social  interests  of  the 
community.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 


-OSEPH  W.  JOHNSTON,*  general 
passenger  yard-master  at  the  Union 
Station  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  was 
born  March  5,  1854,  in  Wilkinsburg,  Alle- 
gheny County,  Pa.,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and 
Margaret  (Elder)  Johnston.  His  great-grand- 
father, John  Johnston,  was  born  in  Scotland, 
and  immigrated  to  America  at  an  early  age. 
He  came  across  the  mountains  from  New 
York,  and,  settling  near  what  is  now  Wilkins- 
burg at  a  time  when  the  country  was  very 
wild  and  Indians  were  still  numerous,  took 
up  land,  and  cleared  a  large  farm,  part  of 
which  still  remains  in  the  possession  of  the 
Johnston  family. 

George  Johnston,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
Wilkinsburg,  near  Sandy  Creek.  In  his 
younger  manhood  days  he  was  an  engineer  on 
the  "Albania,"  one  of  the  first  steamers  to 
run  to  New  Orleans.  He  returned  to  Wilkins- 
burg, and  there  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
active  life  as  a  farmer,  his  death  occurring  in 
1887,  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  He 
married  Sarah  Little,  daughter  of  David 
Little,  who  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
Wilkinsburg,  and  who  lived  to  the  great  age 
of  ninety-nine.  Of  this  union  there  were 
seven  children  —  George,  Robert,  James, 
David,  John,  William,  and  Jonas  R.  Both 
the  Johnston  and  the  Little  families  of  this 
period  belonged  to   the   Beulah    Presbyterian 


Church,  of  which  they  were  among  the  earliest 
members. 

George  Johnston,  Jr.,  eldest  son  of  the  pre- 
ceding, was  born  March  8,  1832,  at  Wilkins- 
burg, where  he  devoted  his  energies  to  farm- 
ing until  his  marriage,  when  he  began  to  do 
business  as  a  builder  and  contractor.  After 
some  years  he  went  to  work  on  the  Pittsburg 
Railroad,  with  which  he  has  been  connected 
ever  since,  serving  at  present  in  the  engineer 
corps  at  the  Union  Station.  He  married  in 
February,  1852,  Miss  Elder,  who  was  born  in 
Youngstown,  Westmoreland  County,  in  183 1, 
daughter  of  Robert  Elder,  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  of  the  county.  They  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  namely:  Charles 
L.,  a  grocer  at  Edgewood;  Joseph,  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Anna  L.,  deceased;  James,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Lydia  L.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-two;  Harvey  G.,  who  died  at 
twenty-eight;  and  Margaret  J.,  still  living  in 
Wilkinsburg.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Johnston 
are  strongly  interested  in  religious  affairs, 
and  are  the  oldest  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Wilkinsburg,  there  being  but 
one  other  of  the  original  members  now  living. 

Joseph  Johnston  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Wilkinsburg  and  the 
academy  in  that  town.  In  1872,  being  at  that 
time  only  eighteen  years  old,  he  went  to  work 
on  the  Pittsburg  Railroad  as  a  brakeman.  He 
rapidly  rose  through  various  grades,  and  in 
1878  was  made  assistant  station  master.  In 
October,  1880,  he  was  promoted  to  night  sta- 
tion master;  and  in  1893  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  general  passenger  yard-master, 
with  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  under  his 
charge,  and  control  of  all  the  yards  at  the 
Union  Station  in  Pittsburg.  He  still  retains 
this  position,  which  is  one  of  great  responsi- 
bility. .  He  has  worked  on  the  road  nearly 
twenty-five  years,  having  served  through  the 
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riots  of  1S77,  when  law  and  order  were  so 
much  endangered  in  Pittsburg,  and  has  seen 
the  many  new  life-saving  inventions  intro- 
duced, the  old  hand-brake  having  been  super- 
seded by  the  Westinghouse,  and  the  old-fash- 
ioned switch  by  the  complicated  pneumatic 
system  of  to-day. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  married  January  5,  1SS7, 
to  Miss  Mary  A.  McDonald,  of  Allegheny. 
Miss  McDonald  was  born  in  Pittsburg,  her 
parents  being  Captain  A.  and  ]\Iary  (Wright) 
McDonald.  Captain  McDonald  was  born  in 
Uniontown,  Pa.,  and  is  a  veteran  of  the  Mexi- 
can and  Civil  Wars,  having  served  in  the  for- 
mer as  private  and  Lieutenant;  while  in  the 
latter  he  enlisted  as  private,  and  reached  the 
rank  of  Captain.  Mrs.  McDonald  comes  of 
the  old  Wright  family,  which  was  among  the 
earliest  to  settle  in  Pittsburg.  Three  chil- 
dren born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnston  died  in 
infancy.  They  have  one  son  living,  George 
Homer.  Mr.  Johnston  belongs  to  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  and  also  the  Pittsburg  Railroad  Re- 
lief Association.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnston  are 
members  of  the  old  Presbyterian  church. 
They  live  at  398  Centre  Street  in  Wil- 
kinsburs. 


fHOAIAS  LEE  CLARK,  the  cashier 
of  the  Enterprise  Bank  in  Allegheny 
City,  is  a  native  of  New  Athens,  Ohio. 
He  was  born  in  June,  1855,  son  of  the  Rev. 
Alexander  D.  Clark,  a  native  of  Lancaster 
County,  Pennsylvania,  and  Mary  L.  (Lee) 
Clark,  of  Cadiz,  Ohio. 

His  paternal  grandfather,  Alexander  Clark, 
came  with  his  wife  from  Ireland.  They  were 
both  of  that  Scotch -Irish  ancestry  from  which 
sprung  so  many  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
vicinity.  After  remaining  for  a  time  in  Lan- 
caster County,  they  moved  to  Belmont 
County,    Ohio,    where    they   remained    during 


the  rest  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Clark's  maternal 
grandfather  was  Thomas  Lee,  born  in  Wash- 
ington County.  On  reaching  manhood, 
Thomas  Lee  went  to  Cadiz,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming,  owned  a  tannery, 
and  served  in  the  capacity  of  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate. The  Rev.  Alexander  D.  Clark,  who 
was  a  clergyman  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
church  and  for  some  years  the  president  of 
Franklin  College  at  New  Athens,  upon  com- 
ing to  Allegheny  became  the  pastor  of  the 
Sixth  United  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
capacity  he  labored  zealously  from  1861  to 
1884.  He  was  also  a  lecturer  in  the  United 
Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary  of  Alle- 
gheny for  thirty -seven  years.  When  he  died, 
in  1S84,  he  was  seventy-two  years  old.  His 
wife,  who  survives  him,  resides  on  Chartier 
Street,  Allegheny.  Seven  of  their  eight  chil- 
dren are  living,  namely:  Lizzie,  the  wife  of 
James  Archer,  of  Steubenville,  Ohio;  Ella, 
the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  McKnight,  of  Can- 
ton, I.  ;  Thomas  Lee,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Margaret,  the  wife  of  A.  H.  Trimble, 
of  Allegheny;  Etta,  who  resides  at  home; 
Jennie,  a  teacher  in  the  Pennsylvania  Female 
College;  and  Nannie,  who  is  also  at  home. 

Thomas  Lee  Clark  has  been  in  Allegheny 
since  he  was  six  years  old,  the  age  at  which 
he  began  to  attend  the  public  schools.  Sub- 
sequently he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in 
two  years;  but,  instead  of  following  that  call- 
ing, he  became  the  messenger  of  tiie  Enter- 
prise Bank  in  1873.  Of  this  bank  he  has 
been  the  cashier  since  1891.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  June,  1890,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Delia  T.  Carothers,  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam C.  and  Mary  A.  (Harper)  Carothers. 
His  children  are:  Mary  Harjjer,  Helen  Lee, 
and  Margaret  Carothers.  Both  he  and  Mrs. 
Clark  are  devoted  members  and  active  workers 
in  the   United   Presbyterian   church,  which  he 
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also  serves  in  the  capacity  of  Elder.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican.  He  takes  the  inter- 
est of  an  intelligent  citizen  in  the  industrial 
and  social  life  of  Allegheny,  and  is  well  in- 
formed on  all  matters  of  public  interest;  and 
he  was  for  several  years  the  Treasurer  of  the 
borough  of  Bellevue. 


/f4      B. 


LEXANDER  GILFILLAN  CUB- 
BAGE,*'  who  for  the  past  fifty  years 
has  been  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  was  born  at  Car- 
negie, then  Robinson  township,  Allegheny 
County,  son  of  James  and  Jeanette  (Gilfillan) 
Cubbage.  On  both  paternal  and  maternal 
sides  he  is  of  Scottish  descent. 

James  Cubbage,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Scotland.  His  father 
died  in  that  country,  and  his  mother  immi- 
grated with  her  sons  and  one  daughter  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  located  in  the 
wilderness,  surrounded  by  Indians.  For  a 
while  the  sons  worked  for  a  Scotchman  named 
Campbell,  and  they  subsequently  bought  his 
farm  at  Campbell's  Run.  The  young  men 
divided  the  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  be- 
tween them,  each  taking  a  farm;  and  here 
James  Cubbage  lived  until  his  death  in  1854. 
He  married  a  daughter  of  Alexander  Gilfillan, 
of  Upper  St.  Clair  township.  Her  grand- 
father was  born  in  Scotland,  but  came  to  the 
United  States  from  Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cubbage  had  nine  children,  all  of  whom  grew 
up  around  him,  married,  and  had  homes  of 
their  own.  They  were:  Margaret,  who  mar- 
ried David  Wallace,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four;  Mary  (deceased),  wife  of  Major 
Scott,  of  Washington  County;  Martha,  Mrs. 
Vincent,  of  Noblestown,  Pa.,  deceased;  Eliza 
(deceased),  who  married  Richard  Dewhurst,  of 
Allegheny   City;    Jane,    wife   of  John    Starr, 


who  lives  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Sarah,  Mrs. 
Taylor,  of  Nebraska,  now  deceased;  John,  the 
eldest  of  the  family,  who  went  out  to  Califor- 
nia in  1849,  and  died  at  Marysville;  Joseph, 
the  youngest  son,  who  inherited  the  old  farm., 
and  died  there  fifteen  years  ago,  and  whose 
family  still  resides  on  the  farm.  The  mother 
died  in  1862. 

Alexander  Cubbage  in  his  boyhood  acquired 
his  education  in  an  old  log  school -house  be- 
fore the  days  of  the  public  schools,  and  worked 
on  the  farm  until  the  age  of  sixteen,  when  he 
was  apprenticed  to  his  brother-in-law,  Rich- 
ard Dewhurst,  a  carpenter.  When  at  the  end 
of  four  years  he  had  mastered  his  trade,  he 
went  into  the  country,  and  built  houses  for 
the  farmers,  working  entirely  for  himself  be- 
fore he  was  twenty- one.  After  four  years  of 
this  work,  finding  his  health  impaired,  he 
went  into  mercantile  business  in  Allegheny 
City.  But  times  were  dull;  and  a  few  months 
later  he  removed  to  Pittsburg,  establishing 
himself  here  in  1847.  He  is  now  in  point  of 
business  experience  the  oldest  grocer  in  the 
city.  His  establishment  is  directly  opposite 
the  new  market,  which  was  yet  unbuilt  when 
he  came  to  Pittsburg.  Mr.  Cubbage  was  the 
founder  and  an  original  director  of  the  Union 
National  Bank,  now  one  of  the  prominent  in- 
stitutions of  Pittsburg.  He  also  helped  to 
organize  the  Union  Insurance  Company;  and 
from  the  first  he  has  held  the  office  of  vice- 
president,  and  has  served  on  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, always  taking  an  active  part  in  direct- 
ing the  policy  of  what  is  now  one  of  the 
strongest  of  the  local  insurance  companies. 
Mr.  Cubbage  has  had  many  other  interests  in 
business  circles,  and  has  in  times  past  owned 
much  real  estate  within  the  city  limits.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

He  married  Miss  Julia  Ann  Mahann,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Mahann,   of  Elizabeth,    a  well- 
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known  boat  builder  and  river  man,  whose  fam- 
ily is  Scotch  and  Presbyterian.  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Cubbage  have  had  four  children,  as  follows: 
James  C,  who  died  at  the  early  age  of  six- 
teen; Cornelia,  now  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Walker,  of  Braddock:  Anna;  Charles  A.,  who 
married  Miss  Sally  McComm,  and  is  employed 
in  the  Pittsburg  Wire  Works.  The  family  is 
connected  with  the  Third  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  They  have  lived  since  October, 
1863,  in  a  fine  house  on  Bluff  Street,  over- 
looking the  Monongahela  River. 


E.  P.  SLEPPY,  D.D.S.,*  a  skilful, 
progressive,  and  popular  dentist  of 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  enjoys  the  distinction 
of  having  received  his  degree  at  a  more  youth- 
ful age  than  any  other  member  of  his  profes- 
sion, having  been  but  eighteen  years  old  when 
he  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Mary- 
land. He  was  born  December  18,  1868,  being 
a  son  of  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Sleppy,  and  belongs 
to  a  family  that  has  been  prominent  in  the 
annals  of  Luzerne  County,  this  State,  for  sev- 
eral generations. 

The  Rev.  M.  J.  Sleppy  was  born  in  1842  in 
Butler  County,  Pennsylvania.  When  about 
nineteen  years  of  age  he  abandoned  his 
studies  to  take  part  in  the  late  Civil  War,  in 
which  he  served  from  1861  until  the  close  of 
the  conflict.  He  was  graduated  at  Mount 
Union  College,  Ohio,  in  1867,  and  from  that 
time  until  the  present  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  ministerial  labors.  He  is  known  as 
a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  an  able  and  de- 
voted preacher  of  the  gospel.  Since  1869  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Pittsburg  Confer- 
ence. He  married  Miss  Sarah  A.  Horner, 
who  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio.  They 
have  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  in 
the  vicinity  of  Pittsburg. 


Dr.  E.  E.  P.  Sleppy  obtained  his  literary 
education  in  public  and  private  schools  of 
Sewickley,  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  and  pur- 
sued his  professional  studies  at  the  University 
of  Maryland,  where  he  served  as  one  of  the 
faculty  of  the  dental  department  in  1886-88. 
He  then  went  abroad,  and  spent  one  year  in 
England,  being  on  the  staff  of  the  American 
Dental  Institute.  The  next  three  years  he 
practised  dentistry  at  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. ;  and 
after  that  he  accepted  the  position  of  demon- 
strator at  the  University,  from  which  he  had 
received  his  degree,  continuing  there  until 
1894.  He  has  been  since  located  in  Pitts- 
burg, where  his  professional  skill  has  become 
widely  recognized;  and  he  is  fast  building  up 
a  practice  corresponding  to  his  desires  and 
abilities. 

Dr.  Sleppy  was  united  in  marriage  October 
8,  1890,  with  Miss  Emma  Walling,  daughter 
of  S.  Clark  Wilson,  of  Allegheny.  They 
have  one  child,  a  daughter  named  Ruth. 
The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  various  fraterni- 
ties, including  the  Maryland  State  Dental  So- 
ciety, the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  the  United  American  Mechanics. 
Politically,  he  is  a  gold  Democrat,  and  in 
1896  cast  his  Presidential  vote  for  Palmer  and 
Buckner, 

"^YRON  J.  COSTLEY,*  attorney  and 
counsellor  at  law,  who  has  attained 
prominence  in  his  profession,  is  a 
native  of  Tioga  County,  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  born  October  5,  1857.  He  is  of  New 
England  ancestry;  and  his  parents  were  Levi 
and  Betsey  (Cook)  Costley,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  native  of  Tioga  County,  his 
wife  being  born  in  Ohio.  Levi  Costley  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  and  also 
carried  on  a  farm. 

Byron  J.    Costley,    after  acquiring  his  ele- 
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mentary  education,  attended  Steuben  Acad- 
emy, and  later  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Mansfield,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1879, 
being  president  of  his  class.  For  three  years 
he  occupied  the  position  of  principal  of  the 
Knoxville  public  schools,  and  he  then  began 
the  study  of  law  with  Judge  Jerome  B.  Niles, 
of  Nilesville,  Pa.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1883,  and  subsequently  served  as  a 
clerk  in  the  Auditor-general's  office  for  three 
years.  He  then  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Tioga  County,  where  he  continued 
in  business  until  1894,  at  which  time  he 
moved  to  Pittsburg.  Mr.  Costley  is  an  able 
and  conscientious  counsellor,  devoted  to  his 
profession  and  considerate  of  those  who  are 
less  fortunate  than  himself.  He  is  rapidly 
advancing  to  the  foremost  rank  among  his 
legal  contemporaries  in  this  city,  and  is  a 
welcome  addition  to  the  Allegheny  County 
bar. 

On  Juno  7,  1 888,  Mr.  Costley  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Bessie  Reissinger,  daughter  of 
George  W.  Reissinger,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
In  politics  Mr.  Costley  is  a  Republican,  and 
is  a  vice-president  of  the  South  End  Republi- 
can Club. 


ENRY  LLOYD  was  for  many  years 
prominently  associated  with  a  num- 
ber of  the  leading  interests  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  iron 
industry.  By  his  enterprise  and  honorable 
methods  he  did  much  to  extend  the  fame  of 
Pittsburg  manufacturers  in  the  days  when  the 
iron  trade  was  beginning  to  grow  toward  its 
present  proud  eminence.  His  daily  life  was 
above  reproach,  and  in  the  list  of  the  bene- 
factors and  true  friends  of  Pittsburg  the  name 
of  Henry  Lloyd  must  ever  hold  an  honored 
place. 

Mr.  Lloyd  was  born  December  25,  181 7,  in 


Huntingdon  County,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a 
son  of  Thomas  Lloyd,  who  served  as  Sheriff  for 
a  number  of  years,  besides  filling  many  other 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  and  who 
reared  his  children  to  useful  lives.  One  of 
Thomas  Lloyd's  sons,  John  Lloyd,  whose  early 
religious  zeal  led  him  to  offer  his  services 
toward  the  enlightenment  of  heathendom,  was 
taken  sick  while  on  his  way  to  a  mission 
station  in  China,  and  died  at  Hong-Kong. 
Henry  Lloyd  was  given  only  such  opportu- 
nities for  education  as  the  common  schools  of 
his  day  afforded,  but  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  In  very  early  life  he  showed  a  pro- 
nounced aptitude  for  business,  and  began  his 
active  career  as  a  clerk  in  the  large  forwarding 
and  commission  house  of  D.  Leech  &  Co., 
being  stationed  at  Hollidaysburg,  on  the  line 
of  the  old  Pennsylvania  Canal  and  Portage 
Railroad.  That  was  a  grand  training-school  ; 
and,  among  other  noted  men  who  obtained  a 
start  therein,  may  be  mentioned  the  late 
Thomas  A.  Scott,  B.  F.  Jones,  and  William 
Thaw. 

Mr.  Lloyd's  great  desire  was  to  embark  in 
business  for  himself;  and,  when  a  favorable 
opportunity  presented  itself,  in  1854,  he 
promptly  embraced  it.  The  Kensington  Iron 
Works,  among  the  oldest  establishments  of  the 
kind  in  Pittsburg,  was  then  offered  for  sale; 
and  he,  with  Mr.  Black,  bought  an  interest, 
the  firm  starting  in  business  under  the  name 
of  Miller,  Lloyd  &  Black.  In  1857  the  senior 
partner  sold  his  interest  to  the  others;  and 
the  new  firm  of  Lloyd  &  Black  came  into  being, 
and  existed  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Black  in 
1872.  It  was  during  this  partnership  that  the 
business  was  so  extended,  and  conducted  in 
such  a  manner,  that  it  became  very  prosperous, 
the  firm  being  recognized  as  one  of  the  best 
and  most  solid  among  the  iron-makers  of  the 
country.      It  was   also  during  this  period    that 
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Mr.  Lloyd  amassed  the  bulk  of  his  large  fort- 
une. He  was  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity, 
and  his  uprightness  was  shown  in  every  detail 
of  his  vast  business.  His  unvarying  plan  was 
to  make  the  best  article  possible,  and  his 
goods  always  commanded  the  highest  market 
prices.  His  business  was  managed  on  a  cash 
basis,  and  it  was  always  his  rule  to  have  a 
healthy  balance  in  the  bank.  One  feature  of 
his  business  life  is  worthy  of  especial  mention, 
and  that  was  his  noble  course  toward  the  men 
in  his  employ  and  their  kindly  feeling  toward 
him  in  return.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Black, 
Mr.  Lloyd  purchased  the  interest  that  had  be- 
longed to  him;  and,  taking  his  sons  and  Mr. 
Henry  Balken  into  business,  the  firm  name 
was  changed  to  Henry  Lloyd,  Sons  &  Co. 

After  the  reorganization  of  the  firm  Mr. 
Lloyd  left  many  of  the  details  and  responsi* 
bilities  of  the  business  to  the  younger  mem- 
bers, while  he  gave  his  time  largely  to  other 
enterprises  and  various  lines  of  usefulness. 
He  was  elected  president  of  the  Pittsburg 
Insurance  Company,  a  position  which  he  re- 
tained until  his  death;  was  a  director  of  the 
People's  Savings  Bank,  and  likewise  its  presi- 
dent;  a  director  in  the  Merchants'  and  Manu- 
facturers' Bank,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
founders.  For  many  years  he  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Safe  Deposit  Company;  and  he 
was  also  connected  with  other  enterprises, 
needless  here  to  mention.  In  each  and  all  of 
these  banking  and  commercial  relations  he 
readily  won  and  steadily  held  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  those  associated  with  him,  and  to 
those  interests  intrusted  to  him  by  others  he 
gave  the  same  care  and  sagacious  oversight 
that  he  employed    in   his  own  affairs. 

Mr.  Lloyd  was  essentially  a  modest  and 
unobtrusive  man,  with  no  desire  for  public 
life.  He  did,  however,  consent  in  i86S  to 
serve  in  the  Select  Council,  to  which  he  was 


re-elected  several  terms.  While  there  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  chair- 
man of  the  Water  Committee,  and  in  every  po- 
sition performed  his  duties  to  the  good  of  the 
city  and  his  own  credit.  His  judgment  on  all 
public  questions  was  sound,  and  he  had  great 
influence  with  his  official  associates.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  an  ardent  Republican,  and  made  it 
a  matter  of  duty  to  give  of  his  means  and  per- 
sonal effort  to  aid  the  party  in  all  legitimate 
ways. 

Mr.  Llo)'d  was  always  active  in  church  and 
Sunday-school  work,  even  before  uniting  with 
the  Presbyterian  church  in  Hollidaysburg, 
freely  giving  of  his  money  and  time  toward 
assisting  the  cause  of  Christianity.  When 
Mr.  Lloyd  removed  to  the  East  End,  there  was 
no  church  or  Sunday-school  in  the  neighbor- 
hood;  but  he,  assisted  by  the  late  John  David- 
son, J.  D.  Carlisle,  and  others,  organized  a 
Sunday-school,  from  which  in  the  course  of 
years  the  Bellefield  Presbyterian  Church,  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  religious  organizations 
in  the  city,  grew.  For  many  years  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school,  he  endeared 
himself  to  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in 
the  parish  ;  and  it  was  largely  through  his  gen- 
erosity that  the  present  church  edifice  was 
erected.  It  is  said  that  he  furnished  the  site, 
paid  fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  the  twenty 
thousand  dollars  required  to  build  the  church, 
and  blushed  with  modesty  if  the  good  deed 
were  mentioned  in  his  presence.  To  a  denom- 
inational college  for  girls  he  gave  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  contributing  it  in  the  name  of 
the  Bellefield  Church.  Calls  on  him  in  behalf 
of  any  form  of  suffering  always  met  with  a 
prompt  response,  and  few  outside  of  the 
church,  and  not  all  in  it,  knew  of  these  acts  of 
quiet  beneficence,  which  he  considered  a  mat- 
ter of  duty.  The  poor,  the  young  men  dis- 
tressed in  business,  and  those  otherwise  unfort- 
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unate  whom  he  helped  are  legion.  "The  only 
reward  thathe  seemed  to  regard  was  that  his 
sense  of  love  for  humanity  and  duty  to  God 
should  be  satisfied."  He  was  a  trustee  of  the 
Western  Theological  Seminary,  of  the  West- 
ern University,  and  of  the  Washington  and 
Jefferson  College,  and  an  active  director  for 
many  years  of  the  American  Sunday-school 
Union,  and  president  of  the  Presbyterian  Com- 
mittee of  Missions  in  Allegheny  County. 

The  loss  of  such  a  man  to  the  community  in 
which  he  has  labored  for  so  many  years,  bene- 
fiting and  bettering  it,  seems  almost  irrepa- 
rable; and  it  was  with  heavy  hearts  that  the 
people  of  Pittsburg  learned  of  Henry  Lloyd's 
death.  He  was  attacked  with  typhoid  pneu- 
monia in  February,  1879,  and  all  the  aid  that 
love  and  skill  could  devise  was  of  no  avail. 
He  died  at  the  family  residence,  on  Fifth  Ave- 
nue, Wednesday,  February  12,  his  Christian 
faith  sustaining  him  to  the  last,  enabling  him 
to  enter  the  portals  of  the  other  world  peace- 
fully, -like  a  child  falling  to  sleep. 

From  the  tribute  laid  by  his  employees 
upon  his  tomb,  the  following  is  extracted: 
"With  bowed  heads  and  sad  hearts,  we,  the 
employees  of  the  Kensington  Iron  W'orks, 
have  gathered  to  express  our  deep  sorrow  for 
the  loss  of  one  we  loved  so  well.  None  knew 
his  worth  better,  none  will  feel  his  loss  more 
keenly,  than  we.  There  was  no  man  in  his 
employ,  no  matter  in  what  capacity,  but  that 
could  approach  him  as  easily  as  approaching  a 
child.  ...  In  the  darkest  days  of  our  financial 
panic  our  money  was  waiting  for  us  every 
Saturday  afternoon.  In  the  hottest  days  of 
summer,  when  we  were  fatigued  and  almost 
exhausted  from  the  excessive  heat,  he  would 
come  among  us  with  a  pleasant  smile  and  a 
cheerful  word  that  would  invigorate  us  and 
inspire  us  to  perform  our  arduous  tasks." 

Many  and  touching  were  the  words  uttered 


concerning  this  good  man,  the  iron  manufact- 
urers at  a  meeting  in  the  city  placing  on 
record  the  following:  "As  a  man  he  was  emi- 
nently successful ;  as  a  competitor  he  was  the 
soul  of  fairness  and  honor;  and,  as  an  adviser 
in  the  difficulties  that  have  surrounded  our 
trade,  he  was  safe,  judicious,  and  prudent. 
He  was  a  man,  kind,  considerate,  courageous, 
and  of  sterling  integrity,  bountiful  charity, 
and  noble  generosity."  The  directors  of  the 
various  institutions  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected spoke  in  a  similar  strain.  The  Oak- 
land Methodist  Church  declared  that  his  pure 
life,  generous  charity,  earnest  Christian  labors, 
and  devotion  to  the  well-being  of  those  around 
him  gave  an  occasion  for  an  expression  of 
respect  and  love.  Other  churches,  banks,  and 
other  public  institutions  gave  expression  to 
like  commendations  in  which  to  do  honor  to 
his  memory.  His  mortal  remains  were  laid 
to  rest  February  14,  1S79,  being  borne  to  the 
tomb  by  six  stalwart  men  who  had  been  in  his 
employ  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  fol- 
lowed by  hundreds  of  Sunday-school  children 
who  loved  him  well,  by  hundreds  of  persons  to 
whom  he  had  been  a  friend  as  well  as  em- 
ployer, and  by  a  large  concourse  of  citizens. 
His  life  had  been  a  noble  and  useful  one,  and 
the  tributes  of  love  and  reverence  most  wor- 
thily won. 

F.  CARPENTER,  M.D.,  who  has 
practised  medicine  in  Pittsburg  since 
1892,  was  born  at  Waynesburg,  Greene 
County,  December  15,  1869,  son  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Silveus)  Carpenter.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Joseph  Carpenter,  was 
born  in  New  York  in  the  fall  of  18 12,  son  of 
a  powder  manufacturer  of  Revolutionary  times. 
His  brother  Timothy,  who  was  a  director  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  at  his  death,  it  is  said, 
left    one   hundred   million   dollars  to  the  de- 
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scendants  of  Joseph  and  his  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, to  become  theirs  after  the  lapse  of  one 
hundred  years;  but  the  records  of  this  money 
were  burned,  with  his  house  and  factory,  by 
the  Tories  during  the  war,  and  the  legal  proof 
is  therefore  wanting.  Travelling  in  wagons 
for  many  miles  through  an  unbroken  forest, 
when  Joseph  was  a  small  child,  the  family 
came  to  Greene  County,  and  there  took  up 
land.  Besides  carrying  on  farming,  Joseph 
owned  and  operated  a  large  flour-mill,  and, 
together  with  his  son,  conducted  a  general 
store.  He  became  very  prominent  and  pros- 
perous, and  died  September  2,  1896,  one  of 
the  oldest  inhabitants  of  the  place.  A  pious 
man,  he  founded  a  Christian  church  in  Greene 
County;  and  he  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  School  Board.  The  large  tract  of  land 
left  by  him  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
family.  His  wife  died  August  22,  1896,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-three.  Of  their  eleven  chil- 
dren who  reached  maturity  William,  Thomas 
J.,  and  Eliza  are  deceased.  Eliza  was  the 
wife  of  Peter  Huffman.  Those  still  living 
are:  Mrs.  Ellen  Huffman  —  the  wife  of  John 
Huffman;  Mrs.  Sarah  Huffman,  the  wife  of 
George  Huffman ;  and  Mrs.  Rachel  Huffman, 
the  wife  of  Jesse  Huffman  —  the  sisters  marry- 
ing four  brothers,  the  sons  of  Peter  Huffman, 
pioneer  and  owner  of  immense  tracts  of  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  their  home.  Elizabeth  Car- 
penter became  the  wife  of  Dennis  Meighen, 
of  the  same  place,  the  other  children  being: 
Jesse  L.  M.,  Peter,  and  James. 

William  Carpenter  was  born  March  10, 
1842,  near  Waynesburg,  and  was  brought  up 
on  his  father's  farm.  When  twenty-two  years 
old,  he  erected  flour  and  saw  mills,  and  con- 
ducted them  for  a  time.  Subsequently  he  was 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  When 
his  son,  T.  F.  Carpenter,  was  born,  he  was 
Deputy     Sheriff     under     his     father-in-law. 


Finally,  after  some  years  spent  in  a  mercan- 
tile business,  he  retired  from  active  life,  mov- 
ing on  to  his  farm  near  Waynesburg,  where  he 
died  March  15,  1892.  He  was  an  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church.  By  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth,  there 
were  three  children:  Alice,  wife  of  Frank 
Phillips,  and  who  died  in  1893,  leaving  one 
child;  Dr.  T.  F.  Carpenter,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  and  Euphen,  still  at  home. 
The  mother  died  in  March,  1873.  By  a  sec- 
ond marriage  there  were  three  children,  of 
whom  L.  L.  and  Fannie  are  living.  William 
Carpenter  was  well  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  county.  His  father-in-law, 
Henry  Silveus,  was  a  prominent  business  man 
of  Waynesburg,  and  at  one  time  the  Sheriff  of 
the  county.  Mr.  Silveus  was  connected  with 
all  the  new  enterprises  of  the  county,  and  was 
especially  interested  in  the  Mount  Morris 
Oil  I'ields,  the  earliest  in  Southern  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  which  were  largely  developed  by 
many  companies.  His  son,  the  Hon.  Justice 
L.  Silveus,  is  now  Judge  of  the  county;  and 
another,  A.  F.  Silveus,  is  a  prominent  attor- 
ney of  Waynesburg.  His  other  sons  are  de- 
ceased. When  he  died  at  Greene  about  1871, 
he  was  a  prominent  Mason  and  Odd  Fellow. 
His  wife,  in  maidenhood  Miss  Taylor,  sur- 
vived him  until  1885.  He  was  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat, and  was  active  in  church  work. 

T.  F.  Carpenter  received  his  earl}'  educa- 
tion in  the  Waynesburg  schools.  Then  he 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  T.  lams  and  Dr. 
J.  T.  Ullom.  After  completing  a  three  years' 
course  in  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Medical 
College,  he  graduated  with  honors.  He  lo- 
cated for  practice  first  in  the  East  End.  He 
had  become  well  known  in  the  city,  when  he 
left  it  to  take  his  wife  South  in  1895.  After 
her  death  he  located  on  Penn  Avenue,  where 
he  at  present  resides.     At  the  Western  Penn- 
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sylvania  College  he  is  demonstrator  of  his- 
tology and  assistant  to  the  chair  of  clinical 
medicine;  and  he  is  the  medical  examiner  for 
several  life  insurance  companies  and  for  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Firemen.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Allegheny  County  Medical  So- 
ciety and  of  the  Austin  Flint  Society,  and 
a  member  and  the  associate  secretary  of 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Medical  College 
Alumni    Association. 

On  June  21,  1892,  Dr.  Carpenter  married 
Minnie  Buckingham,  a  daughter  of  Simon  and 
Mary  A.  (lams)  Buckingham.  Mr.  Bucking- 
ham was  an  eminent  member  of  the  Washing- 
ton .  County  bar,  and  resided  at  Philippi, 
W.  Va.  Mrs.  Minnie  Carpenter  died  October 
29,  1895,  leaving  no  children.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Homewood  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  A  second  marriage  on  August 
24,  1897,  united  the  Doctor  with  Miss  Anna 
L.  Dawson,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Dawson,  of 
New  Kensington,  Pa.,  who  was  formerly  an 
extensive  coal  operator  in  Kentucky.  Dr. 
Carpenter  is  also  a  member  of  the  Homewood 
Methodist  Episcopal   Church. 


)EWIS  E.  DAVIS,  M.D.,  a  promi- 
nent physician  of  the  part  of  Pittsburg 
called  Hazelvvood,  is  a  capable  and 
conscientious  practitioner,  devoted  to  his  pro- 
fession. Born  in  Allegheny  County,  October 
6,  1855,  son  of  James  and  Nancy  (Burns) 
Davis,  he  belongs  to  one  of  the  earliest  and 
most  influential  families  of  this  section  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  grandfather,  also  named 
Lewis  E.,  was  born  in  Wales,  whence  he  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  coming  directly 
to  Western  Pennsylvania.  In  1797  he  took 
up  government  land  on  Davis  Island,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  rearing  his 
family    and  working    at    his  trade    of    copper- 


smith. James  Davis,  son  of  Lewis  E.  (first), 
was  for  many  years  numbered  among  the  most 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  this  part  of  the 
State.  An  extensive  and  successful  fruit- 
grower and  gardener,  he  acquired  considerable 
property.  In  his  earlier  years  he  was  a  Whig, 
and  one  of  the  original  abolitionists  who  con- 
ducted the  "underground  railroad."  To  him 
and  his  wife,  Nancy,  eight  children  were  born, 
namely:  Hannah,  now  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Donnelly;  George,  an  attorney  in  Pittsburg; 
Lewis  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Will- 
iam, a  railroad  engineer;  James,  a  stationary 
engineer;  and  Harry,  Charles,  and  Frank,  who 
are  all  engaged  in  railroad  work.  The  father 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  and  the 
mother  when  but  thirty-five  years  old. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  for  the 
usual  period,  Lewis  E.  Davis,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  studied  at  Curry  University,  and 
then  took  lessons  of  a  private  tutor  for  a  year. 
Graduating  in  1881  from  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  he  at  once  began  the  practice  of  med- 
icine with  his  former  preceptor.  Dr.  John  D. 
Davis,  now  of  Colorado.  Dr.  Davis  then  prac- 
tised for  a  year  in  Wisconsin.  Not  satis- 
fied with  the  district,  he  came  to  Pittsburg, 
locating  in  the  Twenty-third  Ward,  where  he 
has  since  built  up  a  lucrative  practice.  He 
belongs  to  the  Allegheny  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, the  Medical  Library  Association,  and 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railway  Association 
of  Surgeons;  and  he  is  a  Knight  Templar  of 
the  Masonic  order,  and  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  April  12,  1883,  Dr.  Davis  married  Miss 
Anna  Figley,  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza- 
beth Figley.  She  died  June  15,  1885.  On 
October  20,  1887,  the  Doctor  married  Miss 
Sarah  D.  Figley,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
Born  of  this  union  are  three  children  —  Marion 
E.,  Lewis  E.,  and  Clark  B.      Both  parents  are 
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members  of  the  Christian  church.      In  politics 
the  Doctor  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


CjDWARD  B.  SCULL,*  a  well-known  at- 
Jp'  tnrney-at-law  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  has 
been  successfully  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  this  city  for  sev- 
eral years.  He  was  born  May  i,  1856,  in 
Somerset,  Pa.,  where  his  father,  the  Hon.  Ed- 
ward Scull,  is  still  living.  John  I.  Scull,  his 
paternal  grandfather,  was  born  in  Pittsburg, 
of  English  ancestry.  He  was  a  man  of  liter- 
ary tastes  and  attainments,  and  for  ten  or 
more  years  practised  at  the  bar  of  Allegheny 
County,  and  was  also  connected  with  one  of 
the  leading  newspapers  of  this  city.  He  died 
in  Westmoreland  County,  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-two  years. 

The  Hon.  Edward  Scull,  a  native  of  the 
Keystone  State,  has  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  leading  interests  of  Somerset  for 
more  than  half  a  century.  He  has  now  a 
good  law  practice  there,  and  is  also  publisher 
of  the  Somerset  Herald.  For  several  terms  he 
was  a  member  of  Congress,  and  was  Collector 
of  Internal  Revenue  for  twenty-five  years,  hav- 
ing been  first  appointed  under  Lincoln's  ad- 
ministration. He  married  Miss  Louisa  Ogle, 
daughter  of  Alexander  Ogle.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  for  many  years 
a  prosperous  lawyer  of  Somerset,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  He  was 
a  member  of  Congress  from  that  district.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edward  Scull  had  thirteen  children, 
of  whom  the  following  named  are  still  living: 
Charles  O. ;  Edward  B.  ;  Anna;  George; 
Robert;  Mary,  wife  of  Frederick  W.  Bie- 
secker;  and  Louisa.  Both  parents  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian,  or  Disciples',  church. 

Edward  B.  Scull  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  in  his   native  town,  obtaining 


his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
at  the  academy  in  Elder's  Ridge.  He  subse- 
quently read  law  in  the  office  of  W.  H.  Koontz 
at  Somerset,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1880.  In  1889  Mr.  Scull  located  in  Pitts- 
burg, where  he  has  built  up  a  lucrative  prac- 
tice. His  office  is  at  Room  44,  St.  Nicholas 
Building.  He  is  not  an  active  politician,  but 
is  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party. 

On  April  29,  1880,  Mr.  Scull  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Edmonia  Coffroth,  daugh- 
ter of  George  R.  and  Azzie  (White)  Coffroth. 
The  residence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scull  is  on 
Westminster  Place.  They  are  communicants 
of  the  Episcopal  church. 


EV.  A.  FRANCIS  TONNER,*  the 
beloved  pastor  of   St.  Mary's   Church, 

^^  McKee's  Rocks,  was  born  in  Etna, 
Pa.,  October  24,  1856.  His  parents,  Clement 
and  Barbara  (Orth)  Tonner,  were  natives  of 
Prussia.  They  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1845,  and  on  July  11,  1847,  located  in  Pitts- 
burg, where  they  resided  for  many  years. 

Clement  Tonner  was  born  September  24, 
1819,  at  Tyre,  Prussia,  which  had  been  the 
ancestral  home  of  his  family  through  many 
generations.  After  coming  to  Pittsburg,  he 
was  a  roller  for  the  Spung  Chalfant  Mill  in 
Etna,  and  many  years  later  bought  and  moved 
to  a  farm  at  Ellison  Park,  which  the  family 
still  holds.  He  obtained  permission  from 
Bishop  O'Conner  to  build  a  church,  and  thus 
became  one  of  the  founders  of  St.  Mary's 
Catholic  Church  of  Sharpsburg.  He  acquired 
a  comfortable  property,  and  subsequently  lived 
retired  at  Ellison  Park  until  his  death  on  June 
12,  1 891.  His  wife,  Barbara,  whom  he  mar- 
ried February  i,  1841,  was  born  February  17, 
1823,    and   died   August    31,    1S8S.      She    was 
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the  mother  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  seven 
are  living.  A  son,  Joseph,  died  October  i, 
1895,  leaving  two  children  —  Georgia  and 
Harry.  John,  who  was  born  July  13,  1854, 
died  February  28,  1880.  He  had  spent  eleven 
years  in  college,  and  had  taken  the  four  minor 
orders  for  the  priesthood.  Philamina,  known 
as  Sister  Christina,  entered  a  convent  at  Phil- 
adelphia on  December  21,  1871,  and  is  now 
the  Mother  Superior  of  the  convent  at  Glen 
Riddle,  Philadelphia;  which  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  State.  The  sisterhood  there  is 
of  the  Franciscan  order. 

P'ather  Tonner  attended  St.  Mary's  Paro- 
chial School  of  Sharpsburg,  and  there  re- 
ceived bis  elementary  education.  In  1873  he 
went  to  St.  Vincent  Abbey,  near  Latrobe, 
Westmoreland  County,  and  entered  the  com- 
mercial course  in  1874,  and  the  clerical  and 
philosophical  course  two  years  later.  His 
training  was  completed  in  the  Grand  Seminary 
of  Montreal,  Canada;  and  on  August  21,  1885, 
he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  by  Right 
Rev.  Bishop  Phelan  of  the  Pittsburg  Diocese, 
being  the  first  to  be  ordained  by  the  newly 
consecrated  Bishop.  His  first  mass  was  said 
on  August  23,  1885,  at  St.  Mary's  Church  at 
Sharpsburg.  Fie  was  appointed  as  assistant 
to  the  late  Rev.  Father  James  Nolan  at  St. 
Peter's  Church,  McKeesport,  and  after  two 
years  of  devoted  service  there  was  assigned  as 
pastor  of  St.  Bernard's  Catholic  Church  at 
Indiana,  Pa.,  on  August  31,  18S7.  Here  he 
improved  the  church  and  increased  its  mem- 
bership. In  i8gi  he  was  appointed  as  pastor 
of  his  present  parish,  taking  charge  of  his  new 
congregation  on  May  23.  Since  coming  here 
he  has  organized  a  young  men's  literary  and 
dramatic  association,  which  has  now  a  fine 
library  and  a  stage  for  the  presentation  of 
dramatic  entertainments.  In  the  basement  of 
their  hall  is  a  well-appointed  gymnasium. 


^AMES  H.  F.  THOMPSON,*  who,  at 
his  office,  441  Fourth  Avenue,  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,  is  carrying  on  a  flourishing 
business  as  a  real  estate  broker,  was  born  in 
the  adjacent  city  of  Allegheny,  February  20, 
1858.  His  paternal  grandparents  spent  their 
lives  in  England;  and  his  father,  Robert  L. 
Thompson,  was  born  and  educated  in  that 
country.  After  coming  to  America,  he  was 
employed  in  the  brush  business  in  this  city  for 
a  while,  but  was  subsequently  a  clerk  in  the 
provost  marshal's  office.  His  last  active  em- 
ployment was  as  assistant  health  officer  in 
Allegheny.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  dying  in  December,  1891,  a  few 
months  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  which 
occurred  the  preceding  April,  at  the  age  of 
si.xty-eight  years.  Pier  maiden  name  was 
Mary  A.  Kirkpatrick.  She  was  born  in 
Pittsburg,  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  a  daughter 
of  Matthew  Kirkpatrick,  who  came  here  from 
Ireland,  and  was  afterward  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  wholesale  grocery  business  on 
Liberty  Street  for  many  years,  living  here 
until  his  death  at  an  advanced  age.  Nine 
children  were  included  in  the  parental  house- 
bold,  of  whom  the  following  are  living: 
Charles;  William;  James  H.  ;  Joseph;  John; 
Walter;  Mary  E. ,  wife  of  Roderick  Meek,  of 
New  York;  and  Daisy.  The  father  was  a 
regular  attendant  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  to  which  his  wife  belonged. 

James  H.  F.  Thompson  received  a  practical 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Allegheny. 
For  a  number  of  years  in  his  early  manhood 
he  was  employed  as  a  dry-goods  clerk.  In 
1889  he  embarked  in  business  on  his  own 
account,  opening  a  loan  and  real  estate  office 
in  Pittsburg,  which  he  has  since  managed  with 
ability  and  success.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Thomp- 
son is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum;  and 
politically,  he  is  a  steadfast  Republican. 
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Mr.  Thompson  and  Miss  Cora  M.  Lowe, 
daughter  of  Josiah  and  Mary  E.  Lowe,  were 
united  in  marriage  On  February  i6,  1892. 
They  have  one  child,  a  daughter  named  Made- 
lyn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  reside  at  141 
Jaci<son  Street,  Allegheny.  They  are  es- 
teemed members  of  the  LIniversity  Street 
Methodist  Church  of  this  city. 


-OHN  J.  GREEN,  M.D.,  a  regular 
practitioner  of  Pittsburg  for  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century,  was  born  in  Mur- 
rysville,  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  May  28, 
1S45,  son  of  Holiday  W.  and  Sarah  (Brown) 
Green.  The  family  came  originally  from  Ire- 
land. The  grandfather,  John  Green,  who  ar- 
rived in  the  country  about  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  settled  in  Hollidaysburg, 
where  he  followed  his  trade  of  weaving.  His 
wife,  Ann,  belonged  to  the  family  of  Holi- 
days who  were  Irish  emigrants  from  Antrim 
and  Londonderry,  and  whose  name  was  given 
to  the  town.  To  John  and  his  wife  were  born 
eight  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Holiday  W.  Green,  who  was  born  in  1808, 
married  Sarah  Brown,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 13,  1822.  B}'  her  he  became  the  father  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  ten  are  now  living. 
These  are:  C.  M.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  in- 
surance business:  Dr.  John  J.  Green,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  J.  W.,  who  is  with  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  of  Pittsburg;  Mary 
Jane,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Edinboro  Nor- 
mal School  and  a  teacher  in  Westmoreland 
County;  William,  who  is  also  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Standard  Oil  Company;  Zach- 
ariah  S.,  who  is  the  representative  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  in  Hancock,  N.Y.  ; 
Elizabeth  S.,  the  wife  of  John  Rings,  who  is 
a  merchant  of  Westmoreland  County;  Sarah 
Ellen,   who    is   the   wife   of   James   Elwood,    a 


farmer  and  stock  dealer  of  Westmoreland;  J. 
Irwin,  a  telegraph  operator  of  Westmoreland; 
and  Emma  Myrtle,  a  teacher  of  Westmoreland 
County.  Maggie,  who  was  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Dible,  died  in  Indiana;  and  Emma  was 
drowned  at  Murrysville  when  a  child.  The 
father  died  March  30,  1888.  The  mother  is 
still  living. 

John  J.  Green  was  educated  at  Hudson  Col- 
lege, now  Western  Reserve  University,  Ohio, 
and  graduated  from  the  Medical  School  in 
1870.  While  a  student  at  Murrysville  Acad- 
emy, he  enlisted  in  Company  C  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers  in  the  fall  of  1862.  Soon  after 
enlistment  he  was  taken  down  with  diph- 
theria. After  recovering  he  worked  in  the 
hospital  as  assistant  steward  and  afterward  as 
steward.  He  was  honorably  discharged  in 
1863.  On  returning  home  he  taught  school 
for  a  year.  March  15,  1864,  he  re-enlisted  in 
Company  C  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry, and  in  June  was  taken  on  detached  duty 
as  orderly  with  General  G.  K.  Warren  and 
afterward  with  General  Griffin.  He  partici- 
pated in  every  engagement  of  his  corps  in  the 
Virginia  campaign.  At  the  battle  of  Gravel 
Run  his  horse  was  killed  under  him,  and  he 
was  slightly  wounded.  He  was  at  Ream's 
Station,  Weklon  or  Apple  Jack  raid.  He  was 
discharged  May  15,  1865,  and  the  next  five 
years  were  spent  in  study.  He  settled  in 
Pittsburg  as  a  physician  in  the  spring  of  1870, 
and  has  remained  in  successful  practice 
since  that  time.  He  is  on  the  St.  Francis 
Hospital  staff,  on  Rosalia  Hospital  staff,  and 
he  is  gynaecologist  to  the  Pittsburg  Free  Dis- 
pensary. He  is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Medical  Society,  of  the  State  and  Na- 
tional Associations,  and  of  the  Public  Health 
Association.  He  served  for  six  years  on  the 
Pittsburg  Board   of   Health,  and  he  was   presi- 
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dent  of  the  Allegheny  County  Medical  So- 
ciety in  1894.  In  1 89 1  he  was  president  of 
the  Pittsburg  Obstetrical  Society.  Dr.  Green 
is  also  connected  with  numerous  fraternities 
and  orders,  among  them  the  G.  A.  R., 
Knights  Templar,  Mystic  Chain,  K.  P.,  and 
other  societies. 

On  January  17,  1872,  Dr.  Green  married 
Miss  Nellie  Burrows,  daughter  of  O.  B.  Bur- 
rows, of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  They  have  had 
two  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  childhood. 
The  other,  Alice  B.,  is  living  at  home.  They 
are  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  church. 
The  Doctor  is  a  strong  Republican.  His 
first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Ulysses  S. 
Grant. 


^UTLER  CASE  CHRISTY,*  an 
^^rS  eminent  attorney-at-law  of  Pitts- 
<m^y  burg,  was  born  in  Murrysville, 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  September  15, 
1842,  son  of  James  and  Mary  Jane  (Case  ) 
Christy.  His  immigrant  ancestor,  it  is  said, 
was  one  of  three  brothers  —  John,  James,  and 
Andrew  Christy  —  who  came  from  Ireland  to 
the  United  States,  and  settled,  one  in  West- 
moreland County,  one  in  Butler  County,  this 
State,  and  the  third  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 
James,  second,  the  son  of  James,  first,  and 
grandfather  of  Butler  C,  was  a  man  of  unusual 
mental  ability  and  a  fine  mathematician,  his 
knowledge  of  mathematics  being  acquired  in 
middle  life.  He  was  prominent  in  the  church 
and  an  influential  member  of  the  community. 
On  his  mother's  side  he  was  descended  from 
the  Welsh. 

His  son  James,  third  of  the  name  in 
this  country,  was  born  in  Murrysville.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  millwright,  which  he  fol- 
lowed throughout  his  life.  He  built  a  large 
number   of    grist  and    saw   mills     in    Western 


Pennsylvania,  constructing  them  entirely  of 
wood,  using  no  iron,  even  in  the  shafting  and 
gearing.  In  the  spring  of  1841  he  married 
Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  Butler  Case,  who  was 
born  in  Allegheny  County.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Five  children  were  born  to  them,  namely: 
Butler  CaSe;  James  H.  ;  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Samuel  McClure;  Thomas  N.  ;  and  Annabel 
(deceased),  who  married  John  Heslep,  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Butler  Case  Christy,  the  eldest  child,  ac- 
quired his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  took  a  year's  preparatory  course  at 
the  academy  at  Elizabeth,  Pa.  He  then  en- 
tered Mount  Union  College,  Ohio;  but  at  the 
end  of  three  months  he  left  college  to  enlist  in 
Company  C  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
third  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry.  This 
was  on  August  7,  1862;  and  on  the  same  day 
he  married  Miss  Ida  M.,  daughter  of  Nathan- 
iel Stevens,  of  Forward  township.  He  served 
during  the  whole  term  in  the  Third  Division, 
P^ifth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  was 
in  the  battles  of  second  Bull  Run,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  and 
Cbancellorsville.  At  Chancellorsville,  May 
3,  1863,  the  young  soldier  was  wounded  in  the 
left  groin  by  a  gun  shot,  and  was  taken  to 
Mount  Pleasant  Hospital  in  Washington, 
D.C.  Here  his  wife  joined  him,  and  faith- 
fully nursed  him  until  he  was  able  to  be  taken 
home  upon  a  stretcher  two  months  later. 
Upon  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  from 
the  army  on  account  of  disability,  Mr.  Christy 
taught  school  for  several  years,  during  which 
time  sickness  from  his  wound  often  overcame 
him,  and  his  wife,  who  had  been  a  teacher, 
took  his  place  until  he  was  able  to  resume  his 
duties.  After  they  came  to  Pittsburg,  he 
began  the  study  of  law  with  C.  Hasbrouck. 

He  was  admitted   to   tiie   bar   Ma}'  7,   1S65, 
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and  remained  with,  Mr.  Hasbrouck  for  the 
following  six  years,  one  year  serving  him  as 
clerk  and  afterward  associating  with  him  as 
partner  under  the  name  of  Hasbrouck  & 
Christy.  His  partnership  was  dissolved  April 
I,  1871;  and  Mr.  Christy  then  opened  his 
own  office.  He  has  since  made  a  specialty  of 
Real  Estate  and  Orphans'  Court  practice,  in 
which  he  has  been  in  every  wa}'  successful. 
His  most  famous  case  was  that  of  Christy  i'. 
Sill  cV  ti/.,  relating  to  trust  cw  nial officio.  He 
won  the  case,  which  was  the  first  of  the  kind 
decided  in  Pennsylvania.  Lawyer  Christy  was 
employed  by  the  Pittsburg  Bar  Association  to 
effect  the  removal  of  the  Hon.  John  i\L  Kirk- 
patrick  from  the  bench  of  Common  Pleas  on 
account  of  his  inability  from  sickness  to  per- 
form his  duties,  and  he  presented  a  petition  to 
the  legislature  at  Harrisburg.  He  had  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  House  and  Senate,  took 
testimony,  argued  the  case  before  said  com- 
mittee; and  the  report  of  the  committee  di- 
rected the  Governor  to  remove  him.  Judge 
Kirkpatrick  then  resigned,  being  worth  one 
million,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Christy  is  a  Republican,  is  a  member 
of  the  Republican  County  Committee,  and  has 
had  an  interesting  political  career.  Lie  was 
secretary  of  the  committee  during  the  Grant 
campaign  of  1872,  and  held  many  minor  polit- 
ical offices  until  the  fall  of  the  following  year, 
when  he  was  elected  to  the  State  legislature. 
On  the  day  that  Mr.  Christy  took  his  seat  the 
new  Constitution  went  into  effect,  and  it  was 
the  business  of  the  new  legislature  to  make 
laws  for  putting  it  into  force  and  effect.  At 
this  important  time  Mr.  Christy  became  a  most 
valuable  member  of  the  legislature,  in  which 
he  served  for  three  years,  being  on  Commit- 
tees on  Constitution  and  Reform,  Judiciary, 
Genera],  and  Military.  Indeed,  he  was  one  of 
the   hardest    workers   of   the    House.      He   had 


entire  charge  of  the  Wallace  Corporation  Act 
in  the  legislature,  a  law  which  originated  in 
the  Senate. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  famous  all-night  ses- 
sion in  May,  1874,  Mr.  Christy  was  acting 
Speaker.  On  this  night  was  passed  the  Boom 
Bill  amid  the  greatest  excitement.  The  de- 
tails are  as  follows  :  The  bill  was  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  tolls  for  the  booming  of  logs  in  the  Sus- 
quehanna River,  the  opponents  of  the  bill  being 
determined  that  it  should  not  be  reached  that 
night.  Mr.  Christy  being  determined  that  it 
should  pass,  he  forced  the  calendar,  passing 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  bills  to  a  third 
reading,  and  reached  the  Boom  Bill  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  At  this  juncture 
some  unknown  person  went  into  the  cellar  and 
turned  off  the  gas.  Mr.  Christy  then  said: 
"The  gentlemen  will  please  be  in  order.  Re- 
member that  you  are  the  representatives  of  the 
great  State  of  Pennsylvania."  He  called  the 
sergeant-at-arms  in  front  of  the  desk,  and 
ordered  him  to  send  an  assistant  to  turn  on  the 
gas.  This  done,  the  legislature  was  resumed. 
All  was  confusion.  Every  man  in  the  house 
held  in  his  hand  a  tally  with  the  names  of  the 
members  for  the  roll-call  on  the  Boom  Bill. 
It  was  worth  the 'life  of  the  Speaker  to  make 
an  error  on  the  tally  on  that  roll.  All  was 
quiet  during  roll-call,  and  in  intense  silence 
the  bill  was  passed  at  three  o'clock.  At 
the  close  of  this  ordeal  the  Speaker  was  car- 
ried to  his  room,  to  which  he  was  confined 
for  two  days.  His  bravery  and  tact  on  that 
occasion  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  men 
who  sat  with  him  through   those  trying  hours. 

Mr.  Christy  was  Recorder  of  Allegheny 
County  for  nine  years.  He  was  made  a 
Mason,  1872,  at  Sewickley  Lodge,  now  de- 
funct, and  deraitted  to  Allegheny  Lodge,  being 
Senior  Warden  of  Sewickley  Lodge.  He  is 
a  member  of  Sheridan  Post,  No.  88,  G.  A.  R., 
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and  has  been  a  representative  to  the  National 
Encampment,  Judge  Advocate  to  Department 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Assistant  Inspector-gen- 
eral of  National  Staff,  also  Grand  Dictator  of 
K.  of  H.  of  Pennsylvania,  and  representative 
to  the  Supreme  Lodge. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christy  have  had  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Harry  Lincoln,  the  eldest,  who 
has  been  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  is  now  his 
father's  associate  attorney;  Frank  S.,  a  civil 
engineer  of  Pittsburg;  Mary  Eliza,  M.D.,  of 
Pittsburg;  Kate  Householder,  wife  of  Thomas 
C.  Blaisdell,  professor  belles-lettres,  Alle- 
gheny High  School;  George  Parcell,  who  is 
with  the  Fidelity  Title  and  Trust  Company; 
Nathaniel  Stevens,  who  died  September  17, 
1894,  at  the  age  of  twenty;  and  Ida,  the 
youngest,  aged  nine  years.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and 
are  well-known  members  of  Pittsburg  society. 


ROBERT  WRIGHT,*  a  prosperous 
and  well-known  member  of  the  legal 
fraternity,  located  at  433  Fifth  Ave- 
nue, Pittsburg,  Pa.,  was  born  in  Washington, 
Washington  County,  October  20,  1866,  a  son 
of  Joshua  Wright.  He  is  of  good  old  pioneer 
stock,  his  great -great -grandfather  Wright 
having  bought  from  the  Indians  in  Colonial 
times  five  thousand  acres  of  land,  then  in  its 
primeval  wildness.  He  was  a  hard-working 
man,  contributing  his  full  share  toward  the 
development  of  Washington  County  by  clear- 
ing and  improving  a  homestead,  and  belong- 
ing, in  truth,  to  that  noble  band  of  whom 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  says,  "There  never 
was  an  opening  made  in  the  forest  that  did 
not  let  in  the  light  on  heroes  and  heroines." 

Joshua     Wright     was    born    and    reared    in 
Washington  County,  where,  following  the  oc- 


cupation of  his  worthy. ancestors,  he  engaged 
in  general  farming,  living  in  his  native  county 
until  his  death  when  past  ninety  years  of  age. 
He  married  Catherine  White,  the  daughter  of 
a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomi- 
nation, and  a  sister  of  Judge  White,  of  Pitts- 
burg. 

J.  Robert  Wright,  son  of  Joshua  and  Cath- 
erine (White)  Wright,  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  his  native  town,  being  graduated 
from  the  high  school.  He  subsequently  en- 
tered Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  from 
which  he  received  his  degree  in  1888.  Mr. 
Wright  then  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
ofifice  of  Charles  F.  McKenna,  of  Pittsburg, 
and  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  March, 
1 89 1,  located  in  his  present  office.  Capable, 
energetic,  and  painstaking,  he  has  built  up  a 
lucrative  practice,  which  is  largely  confined  to 
the  civil  and  orphans'  courts,  and  has  made 
rapid  progress  in  his  profession,  attaining  a 
good  position  among  his  legal  brethren. 

Mr.  Wright  was  married  October  29,  1891, 
to  Miss  Helen  Schmid,  daughter  of  Professor 
Francis  and  Christine  Schmid.  Three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright, 
namely:  a  daughter,  Catherine  Jane;  a  son, 
Robert  P'rancis;  and  one  child  that  died  in 
infancy.  They  have  an  attractive  home  at 
749  Wallace  Avenue  in  Wilkinsburg,  where 
they  are  held  in  high  regard.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wright  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church;  and,  politically,  he  is  an 
earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican  party. 


DWARD  D.  SMITH,*  division  pas- 
senger agent  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad,  with  office  at  Pittsburg, 
was  born  in  this  city  on  Third  Avenue,  April 
II,   1852,  a  son  of   John  C.   Smith.      He    is   of 
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German  antecedents  on  the  paternal  side,  his 
grandfatlier,  Jacob  Smith,  who  located  in 
Greensburg,  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  at  an 
early  day,  having  been  born  and  reared  in 
Germany. 

John  C=  Smith,  son  of  Jacob,  spent  his  life 
in  Pennsylvania,  coming  from  his  native  town 
to  Pittsburg  in  early  manhood,  and  from  that 
time  being  identified  with  its  leading  inter- 
ests. He  was  a  coppersmith,  and  followed 
his  vocation  here  for  nearly  half  a  century. 
A  man  of  sterling  integrity,  he  was  greatly 
respected  by  all ;  and  his  death,  in  1SS9,  at  the 
age  of  fourscore  years,  was  a  loss  to  the  com- 
munity. Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife, 
who  passed  away  in  1869,  aged  fifty-three 
years,  were  among  the  most  faithful  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  with  which  they 
were  long  connected ;  and,  as  a  public  recog- 
nition of  the  regard  in  which  their  memory 
is  cherished,  the  new  Presbyterian  church  now 
being  erected  at  Hazelwood  contains  a  hand- 
some memorial  window  placed  in  their  hpnor. 
He  was  for  many  years  an  Elder  in  the  old 
church  of  that  suburb,  and  during  the  early 
days  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council.  He  married  PZliza  Ann 
Day,  the  descendant  of  an  old  Pittsburg  fam- 
ily; and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren, four  of  them  being  daughters.  Of  this 
family  six  are  living,  namely:  William; 
Percy  F.;  Edward  D.  ;  Catherine,  wife  of 
VV.  P.  Fullmer;   Ella;  and  Lida. 

Edward  D.  Smith  left  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  city  in  his  eighteenth  year  to  accept 
a  position  in  the  ticket  department  of  the 
auditor's  office  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Rail- 
way, taking  his  place  August  17,  1869. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  continuously  em- 
ployed by  the  company,  and  for  the  past  fifteen 
years  or  more  he  has  occupied  the  position  of 
division   passenger  agent.       Diligence,    atten- 


tion to  business,  faithful  and  efificient  service, 
with  uniform  courtesy  and  obligingness,  are 
sufificiently  indicated  in  this  brief  record.  Po- 
litically, Mr.  Smith  is  an  adherent  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  liberal  in  contributing 
to  the  various  enterprises  inaugurated  for  the 
public  good,  either  in  Pittsburg  or  in  Ingram, 
a  beautiful  village  on  the  Panhandle  Rail- 
way, where  he  has  a  pleasant  home.  He  is  a 
Master  Mason. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  December  6,  1876, 
to  Miss  Anna,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  L.  R.  and 
Jane  (Martin)  Norton.  Three  children  were 
born  of  this  union;  namely,  Lillian  F., 
Helen  N.,  and  Lindsey  N.,  the  latter  of  whom 
lived  but  four  short  years.  Mrs.  Smith  has 
also  passed  to  the  higher  life  beyond,  having 
been  called  home  by  the  kind  Father,  June  3, 
1896.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  to  which  Mr.  Smith  and 
his  daughters  also  belona;. 


*m9m  » 


EDWIN  MILLER,  M.D.,*  one  of 
the  leading  physicians  of  Pittsburg, 
was  born  in  East  Deer  township,  No- 
vember 8,  1846,  son  of  John  A.  and  Margaret 
(Penny)  Miller.  His  father  was  descended 
from  early  Scotch-Irish  pioneers  of  the  county, 
and  was  born  on  the  old  homestead,  where  the 
Doctor's  grandfather  and  his  great-grand- 
father were  farmers.  John  A.  Miller  was  a 
teacher  in  the  county  schools  early  in  life. 
Removing  to  McKeesport,  he  became  inter- 
ested in  the  coal  business,  and  also  carried  on 
a  farm.  He  gave  much  of  his  attention  to  ed- 
ucational matters,  and  served  as  a  director  on 
the  School  Board  throughout  his  long  resi- 
dence there.  He  was  also  an  Elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  married  a  daughter 
of    William    Penny,    whose    father,     William, 
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Sr. ,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  of  English 
descent,  who  settled  at  the  fork  of  the  river 
opposite  McKeesport.  Mrs.  Miller  was  a 
connection  of  John  P.  Penny,  a  former  Speaker 
of  the  State  Senate,  and  a  member  of  a  promi- 
nent early  family  of  the  place.  Of  the  nine 
children  of  the  Millers  eight  lived  to  matu- 
rity, namely:  William  (deceased);  Martha, 
who  became  Mrs.  Edmonson,  and  is  recently 
deceased;  Caroline,  who  married  the  Rev. 
Stewart  Reed,  of  Kansas;  Rachel,  who  mar- 
ried Thomas  Fife;  John  M.,  a  resident  of 
Coal  Valley,  Pa.  ;  James  A.,  living  in  Pitts- 
burg; J.  Edwin,  the  Doctor;  and  Ella,  who  is 
unmarried.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven,  the  mother  surviving  until,  the 
year  1893. 

J.  Edwin  Miller,  after  acquiring  his  early 
education  in  the  schools  of  McKeesport,  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  enlisted  in  the  Hampton 
Battery,  and,  going  to  the  front,  took  an  ac- 
tive part  in  the  battles  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  One  of  his  brothers  was  in  the 
Thirteenth  Cavalry,  and  one  in  the  Ninth 
Pennsylvania  Reserves.  He  was  wounded  at 
Chancellorsville  when  but  sixteen,  and  spent 
some  months  in  the  hospital,  but  rejoined  the 
battery  immediately  after  recovering,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  one  of 
the  youngest  soldiers  in  the  army.  Upon  his 
return  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine  with 
Dr.  McCarlney,  of  Tarentum,  afterward  study- 
ing with  J.  Ewing  Means,  of  Philadelphia, 
then  a  professor  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege. Graduating  from  that  institution  in 
1870,  he  settled  in  Pittsburg,  and  practised 
his  profession  hers  about  two  years,  when  he 
was  placed  upon  the  medical  staff  of  the 
United  States  Navy.  During  the  yellow  fever 
epidemic  of  1874  he  was  in  charge  of  the 
Pensacola  navy-yard,  the  two  superior  officers 
having  died  of  the  disease.     Dr.  Miller  also 


caught  the  fever,  and  suffered  so  much  from 
its  after  effects  that  he  was  obliged  to  resign 
his  position  in  1876.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  located  in  the  West  End  of  Pittsburg, 
where  he  has  carried  on  an  active  and  success- 
ful practice  for  the  past  twenty  years. 

He  married  Miss  Lorna  Monck,  of  McKees- 
port, daughter  of  William  Monck,  and  by  her 
has  two  children  —  Edwin  and  Mildred.  The 
Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny  County 
Medical  Society,  and  is  consulting  physician 
of  the  St.  Francis  Hospital.  For  many  years 
he  served  upon  the  staff  of  several  of  the 
Pittsburg  hospitals,  but  is  now  occupied  with 
his  private  practice  only.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  No.  13,  G.  A.  R. ;  and  of 
Encampment  No.  i.  Veteran  Legion.  His 
home  is  at  139  Steuben  Street,  Pittsburg. 


5ifp  1  S.  McKENNAN,  M.S.,  M.D.,  who 
is  prominent  among  the  younger 
physicians  of  Pittsburg,  was  born 
at  Washington,  Pa.,  October  22,  1867,  son 
of  Dr.  Thomas  and  Margaret  (Stockton)  Mc- 
Kennan.  His  grandfather,  the  Hon.  Thomas 
M.  T.  McKennan,  who  was  a  lawyer  and  at 
one  time  a  member  of  Congress  frorh  his 
district,  had  four  sons.  Of  these  the  eld- 
est was  Judge  William  McKennan,  of  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court,  who  resided  in 
Washington.  The  others  were:  J.  T.  Mc- 
Kennan, a  druggist  of  Pittsburg;  Jacob  B., 
who  resides  at  Brownsville;  and  Thomas,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Thomas  McKennan  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton, Pa.  In  1825  he  graduated  from  the 
Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  afterward 
receiving  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  Sub- 
sequently he  took  the  medical  course  at  the 
University    of     Pennsylvania,    and    served     a 
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term  in  Kirkbride  Hospital,  graduating  as 
Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1845,  at  the  age  of 
twenty.  He  first  located  in  Allegheny  City, 
where  he  lived  for  two  years.  On  account  of 
the  ill  health  of  his  father  he  removed  to 
Washington  in  1847,  and  there  practised  until 
within  a  year  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1S95.  He  was  a  successful  and  popular  phy- 
sician. I'or  a  number  of  years  he  was  the 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  his  Alma 
Mater,  and  also  served  on  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the  Pennsylvania  Reform  School  for 
eight  or  ten  years.  Although  a  Republican 
in  politics,  he  was  reappointed  to  this  office 
by  President  Cleveland.  One  of  the  founders 
of  both  the  Dime  Savings  Bank  and  the  Citi- 
zens' National  Bank  of  Washington,  he  was 
the  president  of  each  institution  for  a  time. 
He  was  on  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Washing- 
ton Cemetery  and  a  trustee  of  the  Female 
Seminary  of  that  place.  His  wife,  Margaret, 
was  a  daughter  of  L.  W.  Stockton,  of  Union- 
town.  They  had  twelve  children,  all  of  whom 
reached  maturity.  Of  these  Matilda  is  now 
Mrs.  James  Cummins,  of  Wheeling;  Kath- 
erine  S.  is  deceased;  Dr.  Thomas  M.  T. 
resides  in  Pittsburg;  Lucius  is  deceased; 
Margaret  is  now  Mrs.  Samuel  D.  Oliphant, 
Jr.,  of  Trenton,  N.J.;  and  William  was  killed 
by  a  horse  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  The 
others  are:  Dr.  M.  S.  McKennan,  Anna, 
Rebecca,  Henrietta,  James,  and  Bowman. 
The  father  and  mother  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Washington,  of  which 
he  was  an  Elder  and  a  trustee  for  many  years. 
M.  S.  McKennan  graduated  from  the  Wash- 
ington and  Jefferson  College  with  the  degree 
of  B.S.  in  the  class  of  1889.  Then  he  studied 
medicine  for  three  years  at  the  Western  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  graduating  in  1892. 
In  the  same  year  he  received  the  degree  of  M.S. 
from  the  College  at  Washington.    The  ensuing 


year  was  spent  as  resident  physician  of  the 
West  Penn  Hospital,  which  position  he  se- 
cured by  competitive  examination.  Upon 
leaving  the  hospital  he  located  in  Oakland, 
where  he  has  acquired  a  large  general  prac- 
tice, and  is  the  physician  of  the  one  thousand 
employees  and  their  families  of  Laughlin  & 
Co.  's  Furnaces. 

The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Allegheny 
County  Medical  Association,  and  he  was  this 
year  elected  to  membership  in  the  State  Med- 
ical Society.  He  is  also  connected  with  the 
Duquesne  Medical  Club  and  the  University 
Club  of  Pittsburg,  and  he  belonged  to  the  Beta 
Theta  Pi  of  Washington  and  Jefferson  Col- 
lege, and  the  Nu  Sigma  Nu  of  the  Medical 
College.  On  March  26,  1896,  he  married 
Leora  Sage,  daughter  of  Mrs.  S.  E.  Sage,  of 
Pittsburg.  Highly  educated  in  music  and  a 
singer  of  great  merit,  Mrs.  McKennan  was 
previous  to  her  marriage  a  well-known  soprano 
soloist  of  Pittsburg,  sang  in  the  Shady  Side 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  the  leader  of 
the  choir  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
for  two  years. 


/^^^^^ITeORGE  M.  SHILLITO,  M.D.,  who 
\  p)  I  occupies  a  conspicuous  place  among 
the  active  physicians  of  Allegheny 
County,  is  located  at  160  Sandusky  Street,  in 
the  city  of  Allegheny,  where  he  has  had  a  lu- 
crative practice  for  nearly  three  decades.  He 
is  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Shillito,  the  phi- 
lanthropist and  Quaker  missionary;  and  his 
ancestors  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Wash- 
ington and  Beaver  Counties,  Pennsylvania. 
His  grandfather,  George  Shillito,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Washington  County.  After 
attaining  his  majority.  Grandfather  Shillito 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Beaver  County,  where  he 
reared  a  large  family,  and  spent  his  remain- 
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ing  days,  being  prominently  identified  with 
its  agricultural    interests. 

The  Doctor's  father,  also  named  George, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  1799.  He 
spent  his  active  period  in  general  farming,  the 
occupation  to  which  he  was  reared,  and  died  in 
1867.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  also  a  native 
of  Beaver  County,  and  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Anderson,  a  neighboring  farmer.  The  latter, 
who  came  of  Irish  and  Scotch  ancestors,  was 
born  in  the  same  county,  and  there  spent  his 
brief  life  of  less  than  forty  years.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Shillito  had  four  sons  and  one 
daughter,  of  whom  John  A.,  Robert,  and 
George  M.  are  living.  Both  parents  in  early 
life  belonged  to  the  Associated  Reformed 
church.  Later  they  united  with  the  United 
Presbyterian  church,  in  which  the  father  was 
an  Elder  for  many  years.  The  mother,  who 
survived  her  husband  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
died  January  30,  1S96,  in  her  ninety-fourth 
year. 

George  M.  Shillito  was  born  November  2, 
1840,  on  the  family  homestead  in  Beaver 
County,  and  there  grew  to  man's  estate.  He 
obtained  his  preliminary  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  and  Beaver  Academy.  After  grad- 
uating from  the  academy,  he  taught  school  two 
years,  and  then,  in  1861,  began  the  study  of 
medicine  with  Dr.  M.  D.  Hill,  of  Washington 
County.  Subsequently  he  attended  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  and  received  his  degree 
from  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Phila- 
delphia, being  graduated  therefrom  in  the 
spring  of  1868.  Dr.  Shillito  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Clinton,  this  county. 
After  a  brief  stay  in  that  village  he  moved  to 
"the  city  of  Allegheny,  where  he  has  now  an 
extensive  practice,  won  by  skill  and  zealous 
devotion  to  his  profession.  The  Doctor  has 
recently  taken  into  his  office  an  assistant, 
N.  G.  L.  Shillito,  M.D.,  a  son  of  his  brother. 


John  A.  Shillito.  Dr.  N.  G.  L.  Shillito  was 
born  in  Clinton,  Pa.,  October  8,  1871,  son  of 
John  A.  and  Mary  G.  (Swearingen)  Shillito. 
After  leaving  the  public  schools,  he  graduated 
from  Geneva  College  at  Beaver  Falls  in  1892, 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  entered  the 
West  Penn  Medical  College,  from  which  he 
received  his  diploma  in  1895.  He  spent  the 
succeeding  year  at  St.  Francis  Hospital  in 
Pittsburg,  of  which,  after  leaving,  he  was  ap- 
pointed bacteriologist.  For  the  past  few 
months,  as  intimated  above,  he  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  his  uncle,  for  whom  he  entertains 
the  highest  admiration  and  respect.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Dr.  George  M.  Shillito  was  united  in  mar- 
riage September  17,  1891,  with  Miss  Kate  J. 
Baum,  a  daughter  of  W.  P.  and  Rebecca 
(Roup)  Baum.  Their  hospitable  home  at  the 
corner  of  Roup  Place  and  Harriet  Street,  East 
End,  is  a  centre  of  social  activity.  The  Doc- 
tor attends  Shady  Side  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Shillito  is  a  member. 
In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


/^^Teorge  p.  ROSSMANN,  M.D.,*  of 

V  1^  I  Pittsburg,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the 
South  Side  Hospital  staff,  a  talented 
young  physician,  who  is  rapidly  rising  in  his 
profession,  is  of  German  parentage.  Son  of 
William  Leonard  Emil  Rossmann,  he  was 
born  July  19,  1864,  at  18 19  Carson  Street, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  but  a  few  doors  from  where  he 
now  resides.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Jona- 
than Rossmann,  a  prosperous  miller  in  Ger- 
many, lived  to  a  venerable  age.  He  was 
twice  married,  and  reared  a  large  family  of 
children. 

William    L.    E.    Rossmann    was    born    and 
reared     in     Hesse-Darmstadt,    Germany,    and 
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came  to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man. 
He  settled  in  Allegheny  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  worked  at  first  as  a  brick- 
maker,  afterward  becoming  a  brewer,  and  dur- 
ing the  latter  years  of  his  life  was  engaged  in 
general  agriculture  on  his  farm,  about  five 
miles  from  the  Pittsburg  court-house.  He 
died  while  yet  in  the  prime  of  manhood,  in 
1 88 1,  being  in  his  forty-third  year.  He  was 
a  well-educated,  public-spirited  man,  and  dur- 
ing his  residence  in  this  vicinity  held  many 
township  ofifices.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  in  which  his  widow  is  still 
an  active  worker.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Kemmler.  She  was  born  in  Cour  Hesse, 
Germany,  where  her  father,  who  was  a  farmer, 
was  a  lifelong  resident.  The  Doctor's  parents 
had  a  family  of  five  children,  as  follows: 
George  P.,  the  special  subject  of  this  biog- 
raphy ;  Jacob,  deceased ;  Conrad ;  Margaret, 
wife  of  Orr  Frost,  residing  near  Du  Bois 
City,  Pa. ;  and  Willie. 

George  P.  Rossmann  was  reared  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  after  leaving  the  district 
schools  he  continued  his  studies  evenings  for 
some  time,  making  good  progress,  more  espe- 
cially in  German,  which  he  learned  from  his 
parents.  In  1884  he  began  to  read  medicine 
with  Dr.  Reinholt,  and  two  years  after  he  en- 
tered Western  Pennsylvania  Medical  College 
at  Pittsburg,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
March,  1889.  Immediately  after  receiving  his 
degree.  Dr.  Rossmann  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Pittsburg,  where  he  has  ob- 
tained a  fair  share  of  patronage,  his  knowledge 
of  the  science  he  is  pursuing  and  his  skill  in 
the  treatment  of  disease  winning  for  him  the 
confidence  of  the  community.  He  is  of  an 
inventive  turn  of  mind,  possessing  mechanical 
ability  and  ingenuity.  In  politics  he  afifili- 
ates  with  the  Republican  party. 

Dr.    Rossmann  was   married   in   November, 


1890,  to  Miss  Bertha  S.  Reis,  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Magdalene  (Jonas)  Reis.  Three 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union; 
namely,  Albert  Arnholt,  Bertha,  and  Elsie. 
Mrs.  Rossmann  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church. 


ORRIS     E.     MICHEL,     M.D.,*    a 


prominent  medical  practitioner  of 
Pittsburg  and  a  specialist  in 
chronic  diseases,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Ber- 
lin, Germany,  January  10,  1845,  son  of  Dr. 
David  E.  and  Fredrika  (Fisher)  Michel.  Dr. 
Michel  comes  of  sturdy  and  long-lived  ances- 
try. His  paternal  grandfather,  born  in  Bres- 
lau,  Germany,  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-six 
years,  and  his  grandmother  to  the  age  of 
ninety-eight  years  and  six  months.  Their 
family  consisted  of  three  sons  —  David  E., 
Philip,  and  Louis  —  and  one  daughter,  now 
Mrs.  Holzmann.  The  sons  located  in  Berlin 
when  young  men,  the  sister  remaining  in 
Breslau.  Philip  married,  and  had  two  daugh- 
ters but  no  sons;  Louis  had  no  children; 
David  had  a  family  of  ten  boys  and  one  girl, 
only  two  of  whom,  Morris  E.,  the  seventh 
son,  and  Rosalie,  are  living.  Hence  Dr. 
Michel  is  the  last  representative  of  the  family 
name. 

The  education  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
began  on  his  fourth  birthday,  when  a  private 
teacher  was  employed  to  instruct  him,  as  his 
father  had  not  the  needful  time.  Before  this 
he  had  surprised  the  family  by  his  remarkable 
precocity.  He  well  remembers  the  Revolu- 
tion of  March  18,  1848,  although  at  that  time 
only  three  years  and  two  months  old.  He  re- 
members, also,  an  incident  that  happened  be- 
fore his  third  birthday.  While  walking  one 
day  in  December  with  his  nurse  over  a  bridge 
across  the   River  Spree,  he  playfully  put  his 
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head  and  body  through  the  open  spaces  of  the 
railings  which  acted  as  a  safeguard,  when, 
suddenly  losing  his  hold,  he  fell  headlong  into 
the  river.  There  were  many  fishing-boats  in 
that  vicinity;  and  he  was  fortunately  rescued 
by  a  fisherman,  and  taken  home  by  his  nurse, 
none  the  worse  for  his  cold  bath. 

When  five  years  of  age  he  began  the  study 
of  music  with  Professor  Naphtalie,  a  young 
composer  and  fine  pianist,  and  for  two  years 
was  kept  at  practising  finger  exercises.  After 
that  he  was  sent  to  the  conservatory  for  higher 
instruction.  There  had  been  great  musical 
ability  displayed  on  both  sides  of  his  family; 
and  his  father,  seeing  the  remarkable  talent 
exhibited  by  young  Morris,  determined  to  give 
him  the  finest  possible  musical  training.  At 
the  conservatory  he  advanced  rapidly,  both  in 
technique  and  general  musical  knowledge. 
His  remarkable  memory  served  him  well,  as 
he  never  forgot  even  the  most  difficult  exer- 
cises or  compositions.  He  was  soon  able  to 
play  as  well  in  the  dark  as  in  the  light,  and 
had  no  need  to  keep  watch  of  his  fingers. 
His  ambition  to  conquer  all  difficulties  made 
him  an  ardent  student,  and  so  steadily  did  he 
keep  at  his  practice  that  his  parents  with  diffi- 
culty persuaded  him  to  engage  in  the  sports  of 
other  children  and  to  take  necessary  exercise 
in  childish  sports.  Withal,  he  was  highly 
sensitive,  and,  after  hearing  a  fine  performer, 
would  be  so  chagrined  at  what  he  felt  his  own 
lack  of  skill  that  for  days  he  would  practise 
nothing  but  finger  exercises.  At  the  same 
time  that  he  began  the  practice  of  music  he 
was  also  sent  to  school,  being  then  able  to 
read  and  write  both  the  German  script  and  the 
Roman  letters.  Learning  with  great  facility, 
he  found  ample  time  for  his  piano  practice. 
His  father,  seeing  his  fondness  for  study,  gave 
him  a  separate  room  as  his  library,  his  own 
piano,  and  books  of  all  descriptions. 


At  ten  years  of  age  he  had  made  such  prog- 
ress in  music  that  he  was  invited  by  his 
teacher  to  play  at  a  professional  concert,  as 
the  only  amateur  performer.  With  consider- 
able difficulty  the  consent  of  his  parents  was 
obtained,  and  after  much  persuasion  the  yoimg 
musician  was  induced  to  consent  to  take  part. 
His  success  was  complete.  He  was  recalled 
five  times,  and  after  the  concert  presented 
with  one  hundred  dollars  in  recognition  of  his 
services.  He  then  read  his  own  name  in  the 
papers  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  and  saw 
on  a  bulletin  board  a  concert  poster,  with  his 
name  printed  in  big  letters.  Not  until  then 
did  he  realize  the  financial  value  of  his  talents. 
Letters  came  from  various  parts  of  the  country 
addressed  to  his  father,  asking  permission  to 
tour  the  young  performer  as  a  juvenile  pianist. 
To  this  the  father  was  much  averse,  as  he 
feared  it  might  lead  his  son  to  adopt  a  stage 
life  instead  of  devoting  himself  to  medicine. 
After  much  persuasion,  however,  he  con- 
sented ;  and  a  tour  was  arranged,  under  an  able 
manager,  through  the  larger  cities  of  Germany 
and  England.  The  young  pianist  was  gone 
about  eight  months,  and  in  this  time  the  man- 
agement netted  for  him  over  forty  thousand 
dollars,  which  was  set  side  by  his  father  for 
his  own  use  in  continuiiig  his  education. 

A  little  later  he  entered  a  higher  school, 
the  gymnasium,  where  he  was  prepared  for 
the  study  of  medicine.  Devoted  as  he  was  to 
his  musical  studies,  he  decided  to  make  the 
practice  of  medicine  his  life  work,  as  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  of  greater  service  to  his  fellow- 
men.  During  his  boyhood  he  had  often 
visited  the  dissecting-room  with  his  father, 
and  assisted  him  in  post-mortem  examinations, 
so  that,  when  he  left  the  gymnasium  and 
matriculated  at  the  University  of  Berlin,  he 
was  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  course,  the 
study  of  anatomy  and  surgery  not  being  a  new 
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thing  to  him,  and  he  could  understand  the 
lectures. 

Everything  progressed  well.  After  his 
graduation,  not  wishing  to  be  drafted  into 
the  Prussian  army,  Dr.  Michel  left  Germany, 
and  went  to  England,  where  he  at  once  made 
application  in  different  hospitals  for  a  posi- 
tion as  resident.  As  he  was  not  well  versed 
in  the  English  language,  it  was  not  easy  for 
him  to  obtain  a  position  of  this  kind;  and  he 
made  use  of  his  musical  education  for  a  time 
until  an  opening  came.  Finally,  he  secured 
the  desired  position,  and  after  five  years  of 
hospital  life  in  England  came  to  the  United 
States,  a  perfect  stranger,  in  1870,  just  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Franco-Prussian  War.  He 
located  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  where  he  established 
a  good  practice  as  specialist  in  chronic 
diseases.  On  Christmas  Day,  1884,  his 
house  and  offices  were  completely  destroyed 
by  fire;  and  he  decided  to  move  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

Owing  to  continued  discoveries  in  medical 
science,  he  wished  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  a 
year's  extra  study.  He  therefore  matriculated 
at  Jefferson  Medical  College,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years.  Subsequently,  after  con- 
sultation with  his  friend.  Professor  William 
H.  Pancoast,  who  at  that  time  was  professor  of 
anatomy  and  clinical  surgery  at  the  Medico- 
Chirurgical  College  of  Philadelphia,  he  ma- 
triculated there,  and  also  became  a  private 
student  of  Professor  Pancoast.  Two  years 
later  he  was  graduated,  and,  leaving  Phila- 
delphia, he  located  in  Pittsburg,  where  he  has 
since  established  an  excellent  practice. 

Dr.  Michel  is  a  specialist  in  chronic 
diseases  —  whether  originating  from  acute 
diseases  or,  from  the  beginning,  of  chronic 
nature,  the  onset  being  insidious  —  diseases  of 
the  vital  organs,  the  nervous  system,  and  of 
the    reproductive    organs.       He    studies    each 


patient's  abnormalities  separately,  and  applies 
the  most  scientific  mode  of  treatment,  making 
extensive  use  of  electricity. 

In  1876  he  married  Miss  Ella  Howes, 
daughter  of  Dr.  H.  C.  Howes,  of  Blooms- 
burg,  Pa. 

^mmm^ 

YgTARRY  I.  RILEY,*  who  is  actively 
r=H  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  legal 
-L^  V  ^  profession  in  Pittsburg,  having  an 
office  at  440  Diamond  Street,  was  born  July 
20,  1854,  in  Sharpsburg,  this  county,  son  of 
Isaac  Riley.  Both  his  paternal  and  maternal 
grandparents  were  lifelong  residents  of  Eng- 
land. 

Isaac  Riley,  who  was  born  and  bred  in  Eng- 
land, was  first  employed  in  this  country  as 
a  worker  in  boiler  iron.  Later  he  became 
assistant  superintendent  in  a  rolling-mill  of 
this  locality,  continuing  in  that  employment 
until  his  retirement  from  active  pursuits. 
The  latter  event  occurred  a  few  years  prior  to 
his  death,  which  happened  in  March,  1892, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  Groom,  a  daughter  of  John 
Groom.  Her  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, and  died  there  when  about  seventy-six 
years  of  age,  was  for  many  years  the  superin- 
tendent of  a  mine  in  that  country.  Of  her 
ten  children  Eliza  and  George  Lincoln  are 
deceased.  The  others  are:  Josiah  G. ,  Salina, 
Mary,  Frank  E. ,  John  W.,  Harry  I.,  Alvin 
K. ,  and  Marcellin  B.  Salina  is  the  widow  of 
the  late  John  Moyle;  and  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
A.  M.  Ketter.  The  mother,  a  bright  and  ac- 
tive woman  for  one  of  her  years,  still  lives. 
She  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
church,  in  which  her  husband  was  for  many 
years  an  officer. 

Harry  I.  Riley  spent  his  early  years  in 
Allegheny  County,  attending  first  the  public 
schools  of   Sharpsburg,    and   being    graduated 
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later  at  the  Fifth  Ward  public  school  of  Pitts- 
burg. He  subsequently  spent  two  years  work- 
ing for  his  father  in  the  rolling-mill,  after 
which  he  studied  for  two  years  at  Newell's 
Academy,  and  later,  for  a  period,  in  Wooster 
University,  Ohio.  Mr.  Riley  then  entered 
the  office  of  Judge  P.  C.  Young,  of  Wells- 
ville,  Ohio,  with  whom  he  read  law  until  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Ohio  at  Columbus  in  October,  1892.  In  the 
following  spring  he  came  to  Pittsburg,  entered 
the  law  office  of  Judge  H.  W.  Weir,  and  was 
here  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  State  on  Jan- 
uary 10,   1895.      Since  that   time   he   has   dili- 


gently attended  to  his  professional  duties, 
which  have  rapidly  increased,  having  now  a 
good  general  law  practice. 

Mr.  Riley  was  married  April  5,  1888,  to 
Miss  Matilda  M.,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Caroline  (Olinger)  Theobald.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Riley  have  had  one  child,  Emma  Caroline, 
who  lived  but  five  years.  Politically,  Mr. 
Riley  is  a  straight  Republican.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Junior  O.  U.  A.  L.  Mrs. 
Riley  is  an  active  worker  in  religious  circles, 
and  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  church. 
Their  home  is  at  Millvale  borough,  a  suburb 
of   Pittsburg. 
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